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INTRODUCTION. 


The purpose of this work is to give a living picture of St. Paul him¬ 
self, and of the circumstance^ J^y which he was surrounded. 

The biography of the Apostle must be compiled from two sources; 
first, his own letters, and secondly, the narrative in tho Acts of the 
Apostles. The latter, after a slight sketch of his early history, sup¬ 
plies us with fuller details of his middle life ; and his Epistles afford 
much subsidiary information concerning his missionary labours 
during the same period. Tho light concentrated upon this portion 
of his course, makes darker by contrast the obscurity which rosts 
upon the remainder ; for we are left to gain what knowledge we can 
of his later years, from scattered hints in a few short letters of his 
own, and from a single sentence of his disciple Clement. 

But in order to present anything like a living picture of St. Paul’s 
career, much more is necessary than a mere transcript of the Scrip¬ 
tural narrative, even where it is fullest. Every step of his course 
brings us into contact with some new phase of ancient life, unfamiliar 
to our modern experience, and upon which w r e must throw light from 
other sources, if we wish it to form a distinct image in the mind. 
For example, to comprehend the influences under which he grew to 
manhood, we must realise the position of a Jewish family in Tarsus; 
we must understand the kind of education which the son of such a 
family would receive as a boy in his Hebrew homo, or in the schools 
of his native city, and in his riper youth ‘ at tho feet of Gamaliel ’ 
in Jerusalem ; we must be acquainted with the profession for which 
he was to be prepared by this training, and appreciate the station 
and duties of an expounder of the Law- And that we may be fully 
qualified to do all this, we should have a clear view of the state of 
the Roman Empire at tho time, and Especially of its system in the 
provinces ; we should also understand the political position of the 

1 [It hu been thought better to leave and illustrations are not strictly appfl- 
*{“* “Production quite untouched, caole to the present edition, h.] 
though the passages relating to views 
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Jews of the ‘dispersion:’ we should be (so to speak) hearers in 
their synagogues, we should be students of their Rabbinical theology. 
And in like manner, as we follow the Apostle in the different stages 
of his varied and adventurous career, we must strive continually to 
bring out in their true brightness the half-effaced forms and colour¬ 
ing of the scene in which he acts ; and while he ‘ becomes all things 
to all lyen, that lie might by all means save some,’ we must form to 
ourselves a livix g likeness of the things and of the men among which 
he moved, if we would rightly estimate his work. Thus wo must 
study Christianity' rising in the midst of Judaism ; we must realise 
the position of its early churches with their mixed society, to which 
Jews, Proselytes, and Heathens had each contributed a characteristic 
element ; we must qualify ourselves to be umpires (if we may so 
speak) in their violent internal divisions ; we must listen to the 
strife of their schismatic parties, when one said, ‘ I am of Paul, and 
another, I am of Apollos ;’ we must study the true character of 
those early heresies which even denied the resurrection, and advo¬ 
cated impurity and lawlessness, claiming the right ‘ to sin that grace 
might abound ,’ 1 ‘ detiling the mind and conscience ’ 2 of their fol¬ 
lowers, and making them 1 abominable and disobedient, and to 
every good work reprobate ;’ 3 we must trace the extent to which 
Greek philosophy, Judaising formalism, and Eastern superstition 
blended their tainting influence with the pure fermentation of that 
new leaven which was at last to leaven the whole mass of civilised 
society. 

Again, to understand St. Paul’s personal history as a missionary 
to the Heathen, we must know tho state of the different populations 
which he visited ; tho character of the Greek and Roman civilisation 
at the epoch ; the points of intersection between tho political history 
of the world and the scriptural narrative ; the social organisation 
and gradation of ranks, for which he enjoins respect ; tho position of 
women, to which he specially refers in many of his letters ; the re¬ 
lations between parents and children, slaves and masters, which he 
not vainly sought to imbue with the loving spirit of the Gospel ; the 
quality and influence, under the early Empire, of the Greek and 
Roman religions, whose effete corruptness he denounces with such 
indignant scorn ; the public amusements of the people, whence he 
draws topics of warning or illustration ; the operation of the Roman 
law, under wbieh he was so frequently arraigned ; the courts in 
which he was tried, and tho niagistrates by whose sentence he suf¬ 
fered ; the legionary soldiers who acted as his guards ; the roads by 
which he travelled, whether through the mountains of Lycaonia, or 


' Rom. vi. ,1. 


* Tit. i. 15. 


3 Tit. i. 16. 
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the marshes of Latium; the course of commerce by which his jour¬ 
neys were so often regulated ; and the character of that "imperfect 
navigation by which his life was so many times' endangered. 

While thus trying to live in the life of a bygone age, and to call 
up the figure of the past from its tomb, duly robed in all its former 
raiment, every help is welcome which enables us to (ill up the dim 
outline in any part of its reality. Especially we delight to look upon 
the only one of the manifold features of that past ex istence, which 
still is living. We remember with pleasure that the earth, the sen, 
and the sky still combine for us in the same landscapes which passed 
before the eyes of the wayfaring Apostle. The plain of Cilicia, the 
snowy distances of Taurus, the cold and rapid stream of the Oydnus, 
the broad Orontcs under the shadow of its steep banks with their 
thickets of jasmine*and oleapjjer ; the hills which ‘ stand about 
Jerusalem ,’ 1 2 the ‘ arched fountains cold ’ in the ravines below, and 
those ‘flowery brooks beneath, that wash their hallowed feet the 
capes and islands of the Grecian Sea, the craggy summit of Areopa¬ 
gus, the land-locked harbour of Syracuse, the towering cone of Etna, 
the voluptuous loveliness of the Campanian shore ; all these remain 
to us, the imperishable handiwork of nature. We can still look upon 
the same trees and flowers which he saw clothing the mountains, 
giving colour to the plains, or reflected in the rivers ; we may think 
of him among the palms of Syria, the cellars of Lebanon, the olives 
of Attica, the green Isthmian pines of Corinth, whose leaves wove 
those ‘fading garlands,’ which he contrasts 3 with the ‘ incorruptible 
crown,’ the prizo for which ho fought. Nay, we can even still look 
upon some of the works of man which filled him with wonder, or 
moved him to indignation. The ‘ temples made with hands ’' which 
rose before him—the very apotheosis of idolatry- on the Acropolis, 
still stand in almost undiminished majesty and beauty. The mole 
on which he landed at Puteoli still stretches its ruins into the blue 
waters of the bay. The remains of the Baian Villas whose marble 
porticoes he then beheld glittering in the sunset—his first specimen 
of Italian luxury—still are seen along the shore. We may still 
enter Home as he did by the same Appian Road, through the same 
Capenian Gate, and wander among the ruins of ‘ Ciesar's palace ’ 
on the Palatine, while our eye rests upon the same aqueducts radia¬ 
ting over the Campagna to the unchanging hills. Those who have 
visited these spots must often have felt a thrill of recollection as they 
trod in the footsteps of the Apostle ; they must have been conscious 


1 ‘Thrice have I suffered shipwreck,’ 

2 Cor. xi. 25; and this was before he 

was wrecked upon Melita. 

* * The hills stand about Jerusalem 


even ho * standeth the Lord round 
about his people.* Pa. oxxv. 2. 

3 1 Cor. ix. 25. 4 Acta xvii. 24, 

* Phil. i. 22. 
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how much the identity of the outward scene brought them into com¬ 
munion with him, while they tried to image to themselves the feelingS 
with which he must have looked upon the objects before them. 
They who have experienced this will feel how imperfect a biography 
of St. Paul must be, without faithful representations of the places 
which he visited. It is hoped that the views’ which are contained 
in the^resent w«rk(whicliliave been diligently collected from various 
sources) will gupply this desideratum. And it is evident that, for 
the purposes of such a biography, nothing but true and faithful re¬ 
presentations df |he real scenes will be valuable ; these are what is 
wanted, and not ideal representations, even though copied ‘from the 
works of the greatest masters ; for, as it has been well said, ‘ nature 
and reality painted at the time, and on the spot, a nobler cartoon of 
St. Paul’s preaching at Athens than the immortlil Rafaelle afterwards 
has done. ’ 1 

For a similar reason Maps have been given (in addition to careful 
Geographical descriptions), exhibiting with as much accuracy as can 
at present be attained the physical features of the countries visited, 
and some of the ancient routes through them, together with plans 
of the most important cities, and maritime Charts of the coasts and 
harbours whore they were required. 

While thus endeavouring to represent faithfully the natural ob¬ 
jects and architectural remains connected with the narrative, it 
has likewise been attempted to give such illustrations as were need¬ 
ful of the minor productions of human art as they existed in the 
first century. For this purpose engravings of Coins have been 
given in all cases whore they seemed to throw light on the circum¬ 
stances mentioned in the history ; and recourse has been had to 
the stores of Pompeii and Herculaneum, to the columns of Trajan 
and Antoninus, and to the collections of the Vatican, the Louvre, 
and especially of the British Museum. 

But after all this is done,—after wo have endeavoured, with 
every help we can command, to reproduce the picture of St. Paul’s 
deeds and times,—how small would our knowledge of himself 
remain, if we had no other record of him left us but the story of 
his adventures. If his letters had never come down to us, we 
should have known indeed what he did and suffered, but we should 
have had very little idea qf what he was . 3 Even if we could 

1 [See note on p. xi. The sen- 8 Wordsworth’s Athens and Attica, 
tcnce in the text applies in strictness p. 76. 

only to the quarto edition. In the 8 For his speeches recorded in the 
intermediate edition it was remarked Acts, characteristic as they are, would 
in a note, that even there ‘most of by themselves have been too few and 
the larger engravings were neces- too short to add much to our knowledge 
sarily omitted, on account of their of St. Paul; but illustrated as they 
size.' H.j . now are by his Epistles, they become 
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periectiy succeed in restoring the imago of the scenes and circum¬ 
stances in which he moved,—even if we could, as in a nuypc mirror, 
behold him speaking in the school of Tyrannus, with his Ephesian 
hearers in their national costume around him,—we should still see 
.very little of Pr.ul of Tarsus. We must listen to his words, if we 
would learn to know him.. If fancy did her utmost, she could give 
us only his outward, not his inward life. ‘ His 4>odily prqpenco ’ 
(so his enemies declared) 4 was weak and contemptible ; ’ but 
‘his letters ’ (even they allowed) 4 were weighty and powerful.” 
Moreover an effort of imagination and memory if heeded to recall 
the past, but in his Epistles St. Paul is present with us. 4 His 
words are not dead words, they are living creatures with hands 
and feet,” touching in a thousand hearts at this very hour the 
same chord of feeling which vibrated to their first utterance. We, 
the Christians of the nineteenth century, can bear witness now, as 
fully as could a Byzantine audience fourteen hundred years ago, 
to the saying of Chrysostom, that 4 Paul by his letters still lives 
in the mouths of men throughout the whole world ; by them not 
only his own converts, but all the faithful even unto this day, yea, 
and all the saints who are yet to be born, until Christ's com¬ 
ing again, both have been and shall be blessed.’ His Epistles 
are to his inward life what the mountains and rivers of Asia 
and Greece and Italy are to his outward life,—the imperishable 
part which still remains to us, when all that time can ruin has 
passed away. 

It is In these letters then that we must study the true life of St. 
Paul, from its inmost depths and springs of action, which were 
4 hidden with Christ in God,’ down to its most minute develop¬ 
ments, and peculiar individual manifestations. In them we learn 
(to use the language of Gregory Nazianzene) 4 what is told of Paul 
by Paul himself.’ Their most sacred contents indeed rise above all 
that is peculiar to the individual writer ; for they are the com- 
municatioiyi of God to man concerning the faith and life of 
Christians ; which St. Paul declared (as he often asserts) by the 
immediate revelation of Christ Himself. But his manner of 
teaching these eternal truths is coloured by his human character, 
and peculiar to himself. And such individual features are na¬ 
turally impressed much more upon ^epistles than upon any other 
kind of composition. For here we have not treatises, or sermons, 
which may dwell in the general and abstract, but genuine letters, 
written to meet the actual wants of living men ; giving immediate 

ail important part of his personal bio- * Luther, as quoted in Archdeacon 
graphy. Hare's Mietitm of the Comforter, p. 

* 2 Cor. x. 10 449. 
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answers to real questions, and warnings against pressing dangers; 
full of the interests of the passing hour. And this, which must be 
more or fess the case with all epistles addressed to particular 
Churches, is especially so with those of St. Paul. In his case it is 
not too milch to say that his letters are himself—a portrait painted 
by his own hand, of which every feature may be ‘ known and read 
of all men.’ 

It is not nicely that in them we see the proof of his powerful 
intellect, his insight into the foundations of natural theology,’ and 
of moral philosophy ; 2 for in such points, though'the philosophical 
expression might .belong to himself, the truths expressed were 
taught him of God. It is not only that we there find models of 
the sublimest eloquence, when he is kindled by the vision of the 
glories to come, the perfect triumph of good £>ver evil, the mani¬ 
festation of the sons of God, and tneir transformation into God’s 
likeness, when they shall see Him no longer 3 ‘ in a glass darkly, 
but face to face,’—for in such strains as these it was not so much 
he that spake, as the Spirit of God speaking in Him ; J —but in 
his letters, besides all this which is divine, we trace every shade, 
even to the faintest, of his human character also. Here we see 
that fearless independence with which he ‘ withstood Peter to the 
face ; ,r> —that impetuosity which breaks out in his apostrophe to 
the ‘ foolish Galatians ; ’*—that earnest indignation which bids his 
converts ‘beware of dogs, beware of the concision,’ 7 and pours 
itself forth in the emphatic ‘God forbid,’ 8 which meets every 
Antinomian suggestion ;—that fervid patriotism which makes him 
‘ wish that he were himself accursed from Christ for his brethren, 
his kinsmen according to the flesh, who are Israelites; ’ 9 —that 
generosity which looked for no other reward than ‘ to preach the 
Glad-tidings of Christ without charge, ’ 10 and made him feel that 
he would rather ‘ die than that any man should make this glory¬ 
ing void ; ’—that dread of officious interference which led him to 
shrink from ‘building on another man’s foundation,;’ 11 * —that 
delicacy which shows itself in his appeal to Philemon, whom he 
might have commanded, ‘ yet for love’s sake rather beseeching 
him, being such an one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner 
of Jesus Christ,’ 13 and which is even more striking in some of his 
farewell greetings, as (for instance) when he bids the Romans 


1 Rom. i. 20. 

4 Rom. ii. 14, 16. 

• 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 

4 Mat. x. 20. 

4 Gal. ii. 11. 

• Gal. iii. 1. 

7 Phil. iii. 2. 


8 Rom. vi. 2 ; 1 Cor. vi. 15, &c. It 
is difficult to express the force of the 
original by any other English phrase. 

9 Rom. ix. 3. 

10 1 Cor. ix. 15 and 18. 

Kom. xv. 20. 

: l Philemon 9. 
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•salute Rufus, and his mother, who is also mine. ; ’ 1 _that scru¬ 

pulous fear of evil appearance which ‘ would not cat aijy man’s 
bread for nought, but wrought with labour and travail night and 
day, that he might not be chargeable to any of them ^ J — that 
refined courtesy which cannot bring itself to blame till it has first 
praised, 3 and which makes him deem it needful almost to apologise 
for the freedom of giving advice to those who were Suit personally 
known to him;'-—that self-denying love which ‘ wilh*eat no flesh 
while the world standeth, lest, ho make his brother to offend;’' 

-—that impatience “of exclusive formalism with winch he over¬ 
whelms the Judaisms of Galatia, joined with if forbearance so 
gentle for the innocent weakness of scrupulous consciences -that 
grief for the sins of others, which moved him to tears when he 
spoke of the enemies of the erysy of Christ, ‘of whom I tell yon 
even weeping ; ’ —that noble freedom from jealousy with which 
he speaks of those who, out, of rivalry to himself, preach Christ 
even of envy and strife, supposing to add affliction to his bonds ; 

1 What then ! notwithstanding, every wa v, whether in pretence or 
in truth, Christ is preached ; and 1 therein do rejoice, yea, and 
will rejoice 3 —that tender friendship which watches over the 
health of Timothy, even with a mother’s care;"—that intense 
sympathy in the joys and sorrows of his eonverts, whieh could say, 
even to the rebellious Corinthians, ‘ye are in our hearts, to die 
and live with you ’ 1,1 —that longing desire for the intercourse of 
affection, and that sense of loneliness when it was withheld, which 
perhaps is the most touching feature of all, because it approaches 
most nearly to a weakness, ‘ When 1 had come to Troas to preach 
the Glad-tidings of Christ, and a door was opened to me in the 
Lord, I had no rest in my spirit, because I found not, Titus my 
brother ; but I parted from them, and came from thence into 
Macedonia.’ And ‘ when I was come into Macedonia, my flesh 
had no rest, but I was troubled on every side ; without were 
fightings, witlyn were fears. But God, who comforts them that 
are cast down, comforted me by the coming of Titus.’ 11 ‘Do 
thy utmost to come to me speedily ; for Demas hath forsaken 
me, having loved this present world, and is departed to Thcssa- 
lonica ; Crescona to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia ; only Luke is 
w ith me. 13 

1 Horn. xvi. 13. 1 Cor. viii. 13. 

* I Thess. ii. 9. fi 1 ttir. viii. 12, and Rom. xiv. 21. 

Compare the laudatory expressions 7 Phil. Hi. IS. 

,n . 1 Cor. i. 5—7, and 2 Cor. i. 9, 7, H Phil. i. 15. 
with the heavy mid alfnost unminglcd " 1 Tim. v. 23. 

censure conveyed in the whole subac- 10 2 Cor. vii. 3. 

nuent part of these Kpistles. " 2 Cor. ii. 13, and vll. 6. 

1 Rom. xv. 14,15. >* 2 Tim. iv. 9. 
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Nor is it only in the substance, but even in the style of these-•- 
writing!} that we recognise the man Paul of Tarsus. In the parfcn- 
thetic&l constructions and broken sentences, we see the rapidity 
with which the thoughts crowded upon him, almost too fast for 
utterance ; we see him animated rather than weighed down by 
‘ the crowd that presses on him daily, and the care of all the 
churches,’ 1 at, he pours forth his warnings or his arguments in a 
stream of e^jyjer and impetuous dictation, with which the pen of the 
faithful Tertius can hardly keep pace. 2 And above all, we trace his 
presence in ‘tije postscript to every letter, wlfich he adds as an 
authentication, in his own characteristic handwriting, 3 ‘ which is a 
token in every epistle : Thus I write.’' 1 Sometimes, as he takes up 
the pen he is moved with indignation when he thinks of the false 
brethren among those whom lie addresses;the salutation of me 
Paul with my own hand,—if any man love not the Lord Jesus 
Christ, let him be accursed.’ 5 Sometimes, as he raises his hand to 
write, he feels it cramped by the fetters which bind him to the 
soldier who guards him, 6 ‘ I, Paul salute you with my own hand,— 
remember my chains. ’ Yet he always ends with the same blessing, 

1 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you,’ to which he 
sometimes adds still further a few last words of affectionate remem¬ 
brance, ‘ My love be with you all in Christ Jesus.’ 7 

But although the letters of St. Paul are so essentially a part of his 
personal biography, it is a difficult question to decide upon the form 
in which they should be given in a work like this. The object to 
be sought is, that they may really represent in English what they 
were to their Greek readers when first written. Now this object 
would not be attained if the Authorised Version were adhered to: 
and yet a departure from that whereof so much is interwoven with 
the memory and deepest feelings of every religious mind should be 
grounded on strong and sufficient cause. It is hoped that the fol¬ 
lowing reasons may be held such. 

1st. The Authorised Version was meant to be a siymdard of au¬ 
thority and ultimate appeal in controversy ; hence it could not 
venture to depart, as an ordinary translation would do, from the 
exact words of the original, even where some amplification was ab¬ 
solutely required to complete the sense. It was to be the version 
unanimously accepted by ijl parties, and therefore must simply re¬ 
present the Greek text word for word. This it does most faithfully 

5 2 Cor. xi. 28. with my own hand.’ 

* Rom. xvi. 22. ‘ I, Tertius, who - 4 2 Tness. iii. 17 . 

wrote this Epistle, salute you in the 3 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 

Lord.’ 6 Col. iv. 18. 

3 Gal. vi. 11. ‘ See the size of the 7 1 Cor. xvi. 24. 

characters in which I write to you 
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BO far as the critical knowledge of the sixteenth 1 bentury ptrmitted. 
Bttt the result of this method is sometimes to produce a translation 
unintelligible to the English reader. 2 Also if the text admit of two 
interpretations, our version endeavours, if possible, to proservo the 
same ambiguity, and effects this often with admirable skill ; but 
such indecision, although a.merit in an authoritative version, would 
be a fault in a translation which had a different objqft. 

2nd. The imperfect knowledge existing at the time when our Bible 
was translated, made it inevitable that the translators^Should occa¬ 
sionally render the original incorrectly ; and the sajno cause has 
made their version of many of the argumentative portions of the 
Epistles perplexed and obscure. 

3rd. Such passages as are affected by the above-mentioned objec¬ 
tions, might, it is trigs, have been recast, and the authorised trans¬ 
lation retained in all cases wherft Vt is correct and clear ; but if this 
had been done, a patchwork effect would have been produced like 
that of new cloth upon old garments ; moreover the devotional asso¬ 
ciations of the reader would have been offended, and it would have 
been a rash experiment to provoke such a contrast between the 
matchless style of the Authorised Version and that of the modern 
translator, thus placed side by side. 

4th. The style adopted for the present purpose should not bo 
antiquated , for St. Paul was writing in the language used by his 
Hellenistic readers in every-day life. 

5th. In order to give the true meaning of the original, something 
more than a mere verbal rendering is often absolutely required. 
St. Paul’s style is extremely elliptical, and the gaps must be tilled 
up. And moreover the great difficulty in understanding his argu¬ 
ment is to trace clearly the transitions 3 by which he passes from 
one step to another. For this purpose something must occasionally 
be supplied beyond the mere literal rendering of the words. 

In fact, the meaning of an ancient writer may be rendered into 
a modem language in three ways either, first, by a literal vui- 
sum ; or, secondly, by a free tranxlotum ; or, thirdly, by a para-.. 


1 Being executed at the very begin¬ 
ning of the seventeenth. 

* Yet had any other course been 
adopted, every sect would have had its 
own Bible, as it is, this one translation 
has been all but unanimously received 
for three centuries. 

3 In the translation of the lipistles 
given in the present work, it has been 
the especial aim of the translator to 
represent these transitions correctly. 


They very often depend upon a word 
which suggests a new thought, and arc 
quite lost by a want of attention to the 
verbal coincidence. Thus, for instance, 
in Korn. x. 16, 17. ‘ Who hath given 

faith to our teaching? So then faith 
Cometh by teaching ; * flow completely 
is the* connection destroyed by such 
inattention in the Authorised Version: 
1 Who hath believed our report i So 
then faith cometh by hearing.' 
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phrase. A recent specimen of the first method may be found in the 
corrected edition of the Authorised Version of the Corinthians by 
Prof. Stanley, of the Galatians and Ephesians, by Prof. Ellicott, and 
of the Thessalonians, Galatians, and Romans, by Prof. Jowett, all 
of which have appeared since the first edition of the present work. 
The experiment of these translations (ably executed as they are) 
has confirmed )he view above expressed of the unsatisfactory nature 
of shell a literal rendering ; for it cannot be doubted that though 
they correct'the mistakes of the Authorised Version, yet they leave 
an English reader in more hopeless bewilderment as to St. Paul’s 
meaning than that version itself. Of the third course (that o i para¬ 
phrase) an excellent specimen is to be found in Prof. Stanley’s 
paraphrases of the Corinthian Epistles. There is perhaps no better 
way than this of conveying the general meaning of the Epistles to 
an English reader ; but it would hut be suitable for the biography 
of St. Paul, in which not only his general meaning, but his every 
sentence and every clause should, so far as possible, be given 
There remains the intermediate course of a free translation, which 
is that adopted in the present work ; nor docs there seem any reason 
why a translation of St. Paul should be rendered inaccurate by a 
method which would generally be adopted in a translation of 
Thucydides. 

It has not been thought necessary to interrupt the reader by a 
note, 1 in every instance where the translation varies from the 
Authorised Version. It has been assumed that the readers of the 
notes will have sufficient knowledge to understand the reason of 
such variations in the more obvious ejises. But it is hoped that no 
variation which presents any real difficulty has been passed over 
without explanation. 

It should further be observed, that the translation given in this 
work does not adhere to the Textus Receptus, but follow's the text 
authorised by the best MSS. Yet, though the Textus Receptus has 
no authority in itself, it seems undesirable to depart from it without 
necessity, because it is the text familiar to English readers. Hence 
the translator has adhered to it in passages where the MSS. of 
highest authority are equally divided between its reading and some 
other; and also in some cases where the difference between it and 
the true text is merely verbal. 

The authorities consulted upon the chronology of St. Paul’s life, 
the reasons for the views taken of disputed points in it, and for the 
dates of the Epistles, are stated (so far as seems needful) in the body 

1 [See again note on p. xi. In this Only sueli changes are made as is re¬ 
edition no note appended to the trans- quired by the omission of (I reek words, 
lations lias been altered in meaning. H.J 
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.of the work or in the Appendices, and need not be further referred 
to»here. , 

In conclusion, the authors would express their hope that this 
biography may, in its measure, be useful in strengthening tjje hearts 
of some against the peculiar form of unbelief most current at the 
present day. The more faithfully we can represent to ourselves the 
life, outward and inward, of St. Paul, in all its fulnesS, the morn un¬ 
reasonable must appear the theory that Christianity ln^l a mythical 
origin ; and the stronger must be our ground for believing his testi¬ 
mony to the divine nature and miraculous history of*>ftr Redeemer. 
No reasonable man can learn to know and love thP Apostle of the 
Gentiles without asking himself the question, ‘ What was the prin¬ 
ciple by which through such a life he was animated ! What was 
the strength in which he laboured with such immense results l’ 
Nor can the most sceptical inquirer doubt for one moment the full 
sincerity of St. Paul’s belief that ‘the life which he lived in the 
flesh he lived by the faith of the Son of God, who died and gave 
Himself for him .’ 1 ‘ To believe in Christ crucified and risen, to 
serve Him on earth, to be with Him hereafter ; -these, if we may 
trust the account of his own motives by any human writer whatever, 
were the chief if not the only thoughts which sustained Paul of 
Tarsus through all the troubles and sorrow's of his twenty years’ 
conflict. His sagacity, his cheerfulness, his forethought, his im¬ 
partial and clear-judging reason, all the natural elements of his 
strong character are not indeed to be overlooked : but the more 
highly we exalt these in our estimate of his work, the larger share 
we attribute to them in the performance of his mission, the moro 
are we compelled to believe that he spoke the words of truth and 
soberness when he told the Corinthians that “ last of all Christ was 
seen of him also ,” 2 that “by the grace of God he was what he 
was,” that “ whilst he laboured more abundantly than all, it was 
not he, but the grace of God that was in him.” ’* 

3 Stanley’s Sermoni on the A/wnlolir. 
Age, p. 18(5. 


1 Gal. ii. 20 
* 1 Cor. xv, 8. 
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It may be well to add, that while Mr. Conybeare and Dr. Ilowson 
have undertaken the joint revision of the whole work, the. translation 
of the Epistles and Speeches of St. Paul is contributed by the former; 
the Historical portion of the work principally, and the Geoyraphical 
portion entirely, by the latter; l)r. ITowsan havini / written Chapters 
I., II., III., IV., V., VI., VII., VIII., IX., X., XI., XII., XIV., 
XVI., XX., XXI. (except the earlier portion), XXII. (except some 
of the later part), XXIII., XXIV., the fatter payes of XVII., and 
the. earlier payes af XXVI. ; with the exception of the Epistles and 
Speeches therein contained; and Mr. Conybeare haviny written the 
Introduction ami Appendices, and Chapters XIII., XV., XVII. 
(except the. conclusion), XVIII., XIX., XXV., XXVI. (except the 
introductory and tapayraphical portions), XXVII., XXVin., the 
earlier payes af XXI., ami some of the later payes of XXII . 1 

1 This seems the proper place tor eroding to the Septnagint translation, 
explaining the few abbreviations used. In such references, however, the num- 
T. R. stands for Textns Itcceptiis; bering of verses and chapters according 
O. T. for Old Testament ; >,". T. fur AW to tile Authorised Version (not aeeord- 
1'estament; A. V. for Authorised Ter- ing to the Septuagint) lias been re- 
s ;,m; and l.XX. (after a quotation tabled, to avoid the causing of por- 
from the Old Testament) means that, plexity to English readers who may 
tiie quotation is cited by St. Paul, ac- attempt to verify the references. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Groat Mon of Groat Periods.—Period of Christ’s Apostles.—lows, Greeks, 
and Romans.—Religious Civilisation of the Jews.—-Their History and its 
Relation to that of the World.—Heathen Preparation for the Gospel.— 
Character and Language of the Greeks.—Alexander.—Antioch and Alex¬ 
andria.—Growth and Government of the Roman Empire.—Misery of Italy 
and the Provinces.—Preparation in the Empire for Christianity.—Dispersion 
of the Jews in Asia, Africa, and Europe.—Proselytes.—Provinces of Cilicia 
and Jmhva.—Their Geography and History.—Cilicia under the Romans.— 
Tarsus.—Cicero.—Political Changes in Jiuhea,—Herod and his I'amilv.—The 
Roman Governors.—Conclusion. 

The life of a great man, in a great period of the world’s history, 
is a subject to command the attention of every thoughtful mind. 
Alexander on his Eastern expedition, spreading the civilisation of 
Greece over the Asiatic and African shores of the Mediterranean 
Sea,—Julius C.usar contending against the Gauls, and subduing 
the barbarism of Western Europe to the order and discipline of 
Roman government,—Charlemagne compressing the separating 
atoms of the feudal world, and reviving for a time the image of 
imperial unity,—Columbus sailing westward over the Atlantic to 
discover a new world which might receive the arts and religion of 
the old,—Napoleon on his rapid campaigns, shattering the ancient 
system of European States, and leaving a chasm between our present 
and the past: —these are the colossal jfigures of history, which 
stamp with the impress of their personal greatness the centuries in 
which they lived. 

t The interest with which we look upon such men is natural and 
inevitable, even when we are deeply conscious that, in their cha- 
;racter and their work, evil was mixed up in large proportions with 
jthe good, and when wo find it difficult to discover the providential 
(design which drew the features of their respective epoch*. But this 
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natural feeling risfes into something higher, if we can be assured 
that the period we contemplate was designedly prepared for great' 
results, that the work wo admire was a work of unmixed good, and 
the man whose actions wo follow was an instrument specially 
prepared by the hands of God. Such a period was that in which 
the civilised word was united under the first Roman emperors : such 
a work was the first preaching of the Gospel : and such a man was 
Paul of Tarsus. 

Before we enter upon the particulars of his life and the history 
of his work;, it is desirable to say something, in this introductory 
chapter, concerning the general features of the age which was pre¬ 
pared for him. Wo shall not attempt any minute delineation of 
the institutions , and social habits of the period. Many of these 
will bo brought before us in detail in the course of the present 
work. We shall only notice hero those circumstances in the state 
of the world, which seem to bear the traces of a providential pre¬ 
arrangement. 

Casting this general view on the ago of the first Roman emperors, 
which was also the age of Jesus Christ and His Apostles, we find 
our attention ai'rested by three groat varieties of national life. The 
Jew, the Greek, and the Roman appear to divide the world between 
them. The outward condition of Jerusalem itself, at this epoch, 
might bo taken as a type of the civilised world. Herod the Great, 
who rebuilt the Temple, had erected, for Greek and Roman enter¬ 
tainments, a theatre within the same walls, and an amphitheatre in 
the neighbouring plain . 1 His coins, and those of his grandson 
Agrippa, bore Crock inscriptions : that piece of money, which was 
brought to our Saviour (Matt, xxii., Mark xii., Luke xx.), was the 
silver Denarius, the ‘image’ was that of the emperor, the ‘super¬ 
scription ’ was in Latin : and at the same time when the common 
currency consisted of such pieces as these,—since coins with the 
images of men or with Heathen symbols would have been a pro¬ 
fanation to the ‘ Treasury,’—there might be found on the tables of 
Ihe money-changers in the Temple, shekels and half-shekels with 
Samaritan letters, minted under the Maccabees. Greek and Roman 
names were borne by multitudes of those Jews who came up to 
worship at the festivals. Greek and Latin words wero current in 
the popular ‘ Hebrew ’ of the day : and while this Syro-Chaldaic 
dialect was spoken by the mass of the people with the tenacious af¬ 
fection of old custom, Greek had long been well known among the 
upper classes in the larger towns, and Latin was used in the courts 
of law, and in the official coiTespondence of magistrates. On a 
critical occasion of St. Paul’s life , 2 when he was standing on the 
stair between the Temple and the fortress, he first spoke to the 
commander of the garrisoy in Greek, and then turned round and 
addressed his countrymen in Hebrew ; while the letter 3 of Claudius 

i .Josi'.ru. Ant. xv. 8, 1. War, i. against Apian. 

21,8. Our reference to the two great 3 Acts xxi. xxii. 

works of Josephus, the Jewish Anti- 1 Acts xxiii. A document of this 

tfuitirs mid the Jewish War, will be kind, sent with a prisoner by a subor- 
verv frequent. Occasionally also we dinate to a superior officer, would 
shall refer to his JJJ'e ami his discourse almost certainly ha in Latin. 
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Lysias was written, and the oration 1 of Tertullus spokerf* in Latin. 
We are told by the historian Josephus , 5 that on a parapet of stone 
m the Temple area, where a flight of fourteen steps led up from the 
outer to the inner court, pillars were placed at equal distances with 
notices, some in Greek and some in Latin, that no alien should'enter 
the sacred enclosure of the Hebrews. And we are tohf by two of 
the Evangelists , 3 that when our blessed Saviour was crucified, ‘ the 
superscription of His acchsation ’ was written above His cross ‘in 
letters of Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin.’ * 

The condition of the world in general at that period wears a 
similar appearance to a Christian’s eye. He sees the Greek and 
Roman elements brought into remarkable union wdth the older and 
more sacred elements of Judaism. He sees in tip.' Hebrew people a 
divinely-laid foundation for the sujierstrueture of the Church, and 
in the dispersion of the Jews a soil made ready in fitting places for 
the seed of the Gospel. He sees in the spread of the language and 
commerce of the G»eks, and ii^ the high perfection of their poetry 
and philosophy, appropriate means for the rapid communication of 
Christian ideas, and for bringing them into close connection with 
the best thoughts of unassisted humanity. And he sees in the 
union of so many incoherent provinces under the law and govern¬ 
ment of Rome, a strong framework which might keep together for a 
sufficient period those masses of social life which the Gosjiel was 
intended to pervade. The City of God is built at the confluence of 
three civilisations. Wo recognise with gratitude the hand of God in 
the history of His world : and we turn with devout feelings to trace 
the course of these three streams of civilised life, from their early 
source to the time of their meeting in the ApoHtolic age. 

We need not linger about the fountains of the national life of the 
Jews. We know that they gushed forth at first, and flowed in their 
appointed channels, at the command of God. The call of Abraham, 
when one family was chosen to keep and hand down the deposit of 
divine truth,- the series of providences which brought the ancestors 
of the Jews into Egypt, — the long captivity on the banks of the 
Nile,—the works of Moses, whereby the bondsmen were made into 
a nation,—all these tilings are represented in the Old Testament as 
occurring under the immediate direction of Almighty power. The 
people of Israel were taken out of the midst of an idolatrous world, 
to become the depositories of a ]mrer knowledge of the one true God 
than was gfven to any other people. At a time when (humanly 
speaking) the world could hardly have preserved a spiritual religion 
in its highest purity, they received a divine revelation enshrined in 
symbols and ceremonies, whereby it might be safely kept till the 
time of its development in a purer and more heavenly form. 

The peculiarity of the Hebrew civilisation did not consist in the 
culture of the imagination and intellect, like that of the Greeks, 
nor in the organisation of government, like that of Rome,—but 
its distinguishing feature was Jieliyum. To say nothing of the 

1 Actsxxiv. Dean Milman (Hump tullus’s address. 

Lerfwr**, p. 185) has remarked on * lK«r, v. 5, 2. Compare vi. 2, 4. 

lne peculiarly Latin character of Ter- * Luke xxiii. 38; John six. 20. 
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Scriptures, the prophets, tho miracles of the Jews,—their frequent 
festivals, their constant sacrifices,—everything in their collective 
and private life was connected with a revealed religion : their wars, 
their heroes, their poetry, had a sacred character,—their national 
code was full of the details of public worship,—their ordinary em¬ 
ployments' were touched at every point by divinely-appointed and 
significant ceremonies. Nor was this religion, as were the religions 
of the Heathen world, a creed which Oould not be the common 
property of tli<5 instructed and the ignorant. It was neither a 
recondite philosophy which might not_ be communicated to the 
masses of the people, nor a weak superstition, controlling the con¬ 
duct of the lowier classes, and ridiculed by the higher. The religion 
of Moses was for the use of all and the benefit of all. The poorest 
peasant of Galilee had the same part in it as the wisest Rabbi of 
Jerusalem. The children of all families were taught to claim their 
share in the privileges of the chosen people. 

And how different was the nature of this religion from that of 
the cotemporary Gentiles ! The pious feelings of the Jew were not 
dissipated and distracted by afantastic mythology, where a thousand 
different objects of worship, with contradictory attributes, might 
claim the attention of the devout mind. ‘ One God,’ the Creator 
and Judge of the world, and the Author of all good, was tho only 
object of adoration. And there was nothing of that wide separation 
between religion and morality, which among other nations was the 
road to all impurity. The will and approbation of Jehovah was the 
motive and support of all holiness : faith in His word was the power* 
which raised men above their natural weakness : while even tho 
divinities of Greece and Rome were often the personifications of 
human passions, and the example and sanction of vice. And still 
farther :—the devotional scriptures of the Jews express that heart¬ 
felt sense of infirmity and sin, that peculiar spirit of prayer, that 
real communion with God, with which the Christian, in his best 
moments, has the truest sympathy. 1 So that, while the best hymns 
of Greece* are only mythological pictures, and the literature of 
Heathen Rome hardly produces anything which can be called a 
prayer, tho Hebrew psalms have passed into the devotions of the 
Christian church. There is a light on all tho mountains of Jud.'oa 
which never shone on Olympus or Parnassus: and the ‘ Hill of 
Zion,’ in which ‘ it pleased God to dw r ell,’ is the type of ‘ the joy 
of the whole earth,’ 3 while the seven hills of Rome are the symbol 
of tyranny and idolatry. ‘ He showed His word unto Jacob, His 
statutes and ordinances unto Israel. He dealt not so with any 
nation ; neither had the Heathen knowledge of His laws.’ 4 

But not only was a holy religion the characteristic of the civili- 


* Neander observes that it lias been 
justly remarked that the distinctive 
peculiarity of the Hebrew nation from 
the verv first, was, that conscience was 
more alive among them than any other 
people. 

8 There are some exceptions, as in 
the hymn of the Stoic Cleantlies, who 


was born at Assos 350 years before 
St. Paul was there; yet it breathes 
the sentiment rather of acquiescence 
in the determinations of Fate, than of 
resignation to the goodness of Provi¬ 
dence. See on Acts xvii. 28. 

3 Ps. xlviii. 2, lxviii. 16. 

4 Ps. cxlvii. 19, 20- 
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sation of the Jews, but their religious feelings were directed to 
something in the future, and all the circumstances of their national 
life tended to fix their thoughts on One that was to come. By 
types and by promises, their eyes were continually turned towards a 
Messiah. Their history was a continued prophecy. All the great 
stages of their national existence were accompanied by effusions of 
prophetic light. Abrahaip was called from his father’s house, and 
it was revealed that in him ‘ all families of the earth should bo 
blessed.’ Moses formed Abraham’s descendants into a peojjo, by 
giving them a law and national institutions ; but while so doing he 
spake before of Him who was hereafter to be raised up a ‘ Prophet 
like unto himself.’ David reigned, and during tjntt reign, which 
made sq deep and lasting an impression on the .Jewish mind, psalms 
were written which spoke of the future King. And with the 
approach of that captivity, the pathetic recollection of which became 
perpetual, the prophecies took a bolder range, and embraced within 
their widening circle the redemption both of Jews and (ientiles. 
Thus the pious Hebrew was always, as it were, in the attitude of 
expectation: and it has been well remarked that, while the golden 
age of the Greeks and Romans was the past, that of the Jews was 
the future. While other nations were growing weary of their 
gods,—without anything in their mythology or philosophy to satisfy 
the deep cravings of then- nature, with religion operating rather 
as a barrier than a link between the educated and the ignorant,— 
with morality divorced from theology,—-the whole Jewish people 
were united in a feeling of attachment to their sacred institutions, 
and found in the facts 1 !‘ their past history a pledge of the fulfilment 
of their national hopes. 

It is true that the Jewish nation, again and again, during several 
centuries, fell into idolatry. It is true that their superiority to other 
nations consisted in the light which they possessed, ami not in the 
use which they made of it ; and that a carnal life continually 
dragged them down from the spiritual eminence on which they 
might have stood. But the Divine purposes were not frustrated. 
The chosen pimple was subjected to the chastisement and dis¬ 
cipline of severe sufferings: and they were fitted by a long training 
for the accomplishment of that work, to the conscious performance 
of which they did not willingly rise. They were hard pressed in 
their own country by the incursions of their idolatrous neighbours, 
and in the end they were carried into a distant captivity. From 
the time of their return from Babylon they were no longer idolaters. 
They presented to the world the example of a pure Monotheism. 
And in the active times which preceded and followed the birth of 
Christ, those Greeks or Romans who visited the Jews in their own 
land where they still lingered at the portals of the East, and those 
vast numbers of proselytes whom the dispersed Jews had gathered 
round them in various countries, wer^ made familiar with the wor¬ 
ship of one God and Father of all. 1 

1 Humboldt has remarked, in the poetry of the Hebrews is a reflex of 
chapter on Poetic Descriptions of Na- Monotheism, and portrays nature, not 
ture (A'osmoa, Sabine’s Eng. trans., as self-subsisting, but ever in relation 
vol. li. p. 44), that the descriptive to a Higher Power. 
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The influence of the Jews upon the Heathen world was exercised 
mainly through their dispersion: but this subject must be deferred 
for a few pages, till we have examined some of the developments of 
the Greek and Roman nationalities. A few words, however, may 
be allowed in passing, upon the consequences of the geographical 
position of Judaea. 

The situation of this little but eventful country is such, that its 
inhabitants werp brought into contact successively with all the 
civilisad nations of antiquity. Not to dwell upon its proximity 
to Egypt on <he one hand, and to Assyria on the other, and the 
influences which those ancient kingdoms may thereby have ex¬ 
ercised or reserved, Palestine lay in the road of Alexander’s 
Eastern expedition. The Greek conqueror was there before he 
founded his mercantile metropolis in Egypt, and thence went to 
India, to return and die at Babylon. And again, when his empire 
was divided, and Greek kingdoms were erected in Europe, Asia, 
and Africa, Palestine lay between, the rival 'monarchies of the 
Ptolemies at Alexandria and the Seleucids at Antioch,—too near 
to both to be safe from the invasion of their arms or the influence 
of their customs and their language. And finally, when the time 
came for the Romans to embrace the whole of the Mediterranean 
within the circle of their power, the coast-line of Judina was the 
last remote portion which was needed to complete the fated cir¬ 
cumference. 1 

The full effect of this geographical position of Judaea can only be 
seen by following the course of Greek and Roman life, till they 
were brought so remarkably into contact with each other, and with 
that of the Jews : and we turn to those other two nations of an¬ 
tiquity, the steps of whose progress were successive stages in what 
is called in the Epistle to the Ephesians (i. 10) ‘ the dispensation 
of the fulness of time.’ 

If we think of the civilisation of the Greeks, we have no difficulty 
in fixing on its chief characteristics. High perfection of the in¬ 
tellect and imagination, displaying itself in all the varioxis forms of 
art, poetry, literature, and philosophy—restless activity of mind 
and body, finding its exercise in athletic games or in subtle dis¬ 
putations—love of the beautiful—quick perception—indefatigable 
inquiry—all these enter into the very idea of the Greek race. This 
is not the place to inquire how far these qualities were due to an 
innate peculiarity, or how far they grew up, by gradual develop¬ 
ment, amidst the natural influences of their native country,—the 
variety of their hills and plains, the clear lights and warm shadows 
of their climate, the mingled land and water of their coasts. We 
have only to do with this national character so far as, under 
divine Providence, it was made subservient to the spread of the 
Gospel. 

We shall see how remarkably it subserved this purpose, if we 
consider the tendency of the Greeks to trade and colonisation. 

1 For reflections on the geographical nant (in Clark's ‘Foreign Theological 
position of Palestine in relation to its Library’), and the Quarterly Review 
history, see Stanley’s Sinai and Pales - for October, 1859. 
true, Kurtz's History of the Old Cove- 
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Their mental activity was accompanied with a great physical rest¬ 
lessness. This clever people always exhibited a disposition to 
spread themselves. Without aiming at universal conquest, they 
displayed (if we may use the word) a remarkable catholicity of 
character, and a singular power of adaptation to those wjiom they 
called Barbarians. 1 In this respect they were strongly contrasted 
with the Egyptians, whosu immemorial civilisation was confined to 
the long valley which extends from the cataracts the mouths of 
the Nile. The Hellenic 2 tribes, on the other hand, though*they 
despised foreigners, were* never unwilling to visit *tfliem and to 
cultivate their acquaintance. At the earliest period at which 
history enables us to discover them, we see them moving about in 
their ships on the shores and among the island?) of their native 
seas ; and, three or four centuries before the Christian era, Asia 
Minor, beyond which the Persians had not been permitted to 
advance, was bordered by a fringe of Creek colonies ; and Lower 
Italy, when the Roman republic wins just beginning to bo con¬ 
scious of its strength, had received the name of Creece itself.* To 
all these places they carried their arts and literature, their philo¬ 
sophy, their mythology, and their amusements. They carried also 
their arms and their trade. The heroic age had passed away, and 
fabulous voyages had given place to real expeditions against Sicily 
and constant traffic with the Black Sea. They wore gradually 
taking the place of the Phoenicians in the empire of the Mediter¬ 
ranean. They were, indeed, less exclusively mercantile than those 
old discoverers. Their voyages were not so long. But their in¬ 
fluence on general civilisation was greater and more permanent. 
The earliest ideas of scientific navigation and geography are due to 
the Greeks. The later Creek travellers, Strabo and Pausanias, 
will be our best sources of information on the topography of St. 
Paul’s journeys. 

With this view of the Hellenic character before us, we arc pre¬ 
pared to appreciate the vast results of Alexander’s conquests. He 
took up the meshes of the net of (frock civilisation, which were 
lying in disorder on the edges of the Asiatic shore, and spread them 
over all the countries which he traversed in his wonderful cam¬ 
paigns. The East and the West were suddenly brought together. 
Separated tribes were united under a common government. New 
cities were built, as the centres of political life. New lines of 
communication were opened, as the channels of commercial activity. 
The new culture penetrated the mountain ranges of Pisidia and 
Lycaonia. The Tigris and Euphrates became Creek rivers. The 
language of Athens was heard among the Jewish colonics of 
Babylonia ; and a Grecian Babylon 4 was built by the conqueror ill 
Egypt, and called by his name. • 

The empire of Alexander was divided, but the effects of his cam- 

> 

1 In the N. T. the word ‘barbarian’ responding respectively to the ‘Greek* 
is used in its strict classical sense, i.e. and ‘Grecian’ of the Authorised Ver¬ 
ier a man who does not sjieak Greek- sion, are words which we must often 
See Acts xxviii. 2, 4; Rom. i. 14 ; us**. See below, t>. 9, n. 3. 

1 Cor. xiv. 11; Col. iii. 11. 3 Magna Graecia. 

* ‘ Hellenic * and ‘ Hellenistic,* cor- 4 Alexandria. 
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paigns and policy did not cease. The influence of the fresh elements 
of social life was rather increased by being brought into independent 
action within the spheres of distinct kingdoms. Our attention is 
particularly called to two of the monarchical lines which descended 
from Alexander’s generals,—the Ptolemies, or the Greek kings of 
Egypt,—and the Seleucids, or the Greek kings of Syria. Their re¬ 
spective capitals, Alexandria and Antioch, became the metropolitan 
centres of commercial and civilised life in the East. They rose sud¬ 
denly ; and tljeir very appearance marked them as the cities of a new 
epoch. Like‘Berlin and St. Petersburg; they were modern cities 
built by great r kings at a definite time and for a definite purpose. 
Their histories are no unimportant chapters in the history of the 
world. Both of them were connected with St. Paul: one indirectly, 
as the birthplace of A polios ; the other directly, as the scene of some 
of the most important passages of the Apostle’s own life. Both 
abounded in Jews from their first foundation. Both became the 
residences of Roman governors, and both afterwards were patriar¬ 
chates of the primitive Church. But before they had received 
either the Roman discipline or the Christian doctrine, they had 
served their appointed purpose of spreading the Greek language and 
habits, of creating new lines of commercial intercourse by land and 
sea, and of centralising in themselves the mercantile life of the 
Levant. Even the Acts of the Apostles remind us of the traffic of 
Antioch with Cyprus and the neighbouring coasts, and of the sailing 
of Alexandrian corn-ships to the more distant harbours of Malta 
and Puteoli. 

Of all the Greek elements which the cities of Antioch and Alex¬ 
andria were the means of circulating, the spread of the language is 
the most important. Its connection with the whole system of Chris¬ 
tian doctrine—with many of the controversies and divisions of the 
Church—is very momentous. That language, which is the richest 
and most delicate that the world has seen, became the language of 
theology. The Greek tongue became to the Christian more than it 
had been to the Roman or the .Few. The mother-tongue of Ignatius 
at Antioch, was that in which Philo 1 composed his treatises at Alex¬ 
andria, and which Cicero spoke at Athens. It is difficult to state 
in a few words the important relation which Alexandria more 
especially was destined to bear to the whole Christian Church. Tn 
that city, the representative of the Greeks of the Ea“t, where tlio 
most remarkable fusion took place of the peculiarities of Greek, 
Jewish, and Oriental life, and at the time when all these had been 
brought in contact with the mind of educated Romans,—a theological 
language was formed, rich in the phrases of various schools, and 
suited to convey Christian ideas to all the world. It was not an 
accident that the New Testament was written in Greek, the lan¬ 
guage which can best express the highest thoughts and worthiest 
feelings of the intellect and heart, and which is adapted to be the 
instrument of education for all nations : nor was it an accident that 
the composition of these books and the promulgation of the Gospel 

1 Wc shall frequently have occa- drian Jew. lie was a cotemporary of 
siou to mention this learned Alexan- St. Paul. See p. 30. 
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( were delayed, till the instruction of our Lord, and the writings of 
’His Apostles, could be expressed in tile dialect of Alexandria. 
This also must be ascribed to the foreknowledge of Him, who 
‘ winked at the times of ignorance,’ but who ‘ made of one blood 
all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth* and de¬ 
termined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habi¬ 
tation.’ 1 

We do not forget that the social condition of the Of reeks had been 
falling, during this period, into the lowest corrupt ion. The disastrous 
quarrels of Alexander’s gonerals had been continued - ’among their 
successors. Political integrity was lost. The Greeks spent their life 
in worthless and frivolous amusements. Their religion, though 
beautiful beyond expression as giving subjects for art. and poetry, 
was utterly powerless, and worse than powerless, in checking their 
bad propensities. Their philosophers were sophists ; their women 
might be briefly divided into two classes,— (hose who were highly 
educated and openly profligate an the one side, and those who lived 
in domestic and ignorant seclusion on the other. And it cannot bo 
denied that all these causes of degradation spread wit h the diffusion 
of the race and the language. Like Sybaris and Syracuse, Antioch 
and Alexandria became almost worse than Athens and Corinth. Hut 
the very diffusion and development of this corruption waspreparing 
the way, because it showed the necessity, lor the interposition of a 
Gospel. The disease itself seemed to call for a Ihahr. And if the 
prevailing evils of the Greek population presented obstacles, on a 
large scale, to the progress of Christianity, — jet they showed to all 
future time the weakness of man’s highest powers, if unassisted from 
above ; and there must have been many who groaned under the 
burden of a corruption which they could not shake off, and who were 
ready to welcome the voice of Him, who ‘ took our infirmities and 
bare our sicknesses. ’ ® The ‘Greeks,’ 3 who are mentioned by St. 
.John as coming to see Jksi s at the feast, were, we trust, the types 
of a largo class ; and we may conceive His answer to Andrew and 
Philip as expressing the fulfilment of the appointed times in the 
widest sense—* The hour is come, that the Hon of Man should be 
glorified.’ 

Such was the civilisation and corruption connected with the spread 
of the Greek language when the Roman power approached to the 
eastern parts»of the Mediterranean Sea. For some centuries this 
irresistible force had been gathering strength on the western side of 
the Apennines. Gradually, but surely, and with ever-increasing 
rapidity, it made to itself a wider space—northward into Etruria, 
southward into Campania. It passed beyond its Italian boundaries. 
And six hundred years after the building of the City, the Roman 
eagle had seized on Africa at the point of Carthage, and Greece at 
the Isthmus of Corinth, and had turned its eye towards the East. 

* Acts xvii. 30, 26. Grecising Jew—as 111 Acts vl. I, ix. 

* Matt. viii. 17, 29—while the word ‘ ( '.nth' is used 

* John xii. 20. It. ought to Is 1 ob- for one who was by birth a Gentile, 
served here, that the word ‘ Grecian * and who might, or might not, be a 
in the Authorised Version of the New proselyte to Judaism, or a convert to 
Testament is used for a Hellenist, or Christianity. 
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The defenceless prey was made secure, by craft or by war ; and before 
the birth of our Saviour, all those coasts, from Ephesus to Tarsus 
and Antioch, and round by the Holy Land to Alexandria and 
Cyrene, were tributary to the city of the Tiber. We have to 
describe jo a few words the characteristics of this new dominion, 
and to point out its providential connection with the spread and 
consolidation of the Church. 

In the first place, this dominion was not a pervading influence 
exerffed by a restless and intellectual people, but it was the grasp¬ 
ing power of An external government. The idea of law had grown 
up with the growth of the Romans ; and wherever they went they 
carried it with*- them. Wherever their armies were marching or 
encamping, there'always attended them, like a mysterious presence, 
the spirit of the City of Rome. Universal conquest and perma¬ 
nent occupation were the ends at which they aimed. Strength and 
organisation were the characteristics of their sway. We have seen 
how the Greek science and commerce were "wafted, by irregular 
winds, from coast to coast : and now we follow the advance of 
legions, governors, and judges along the Roman Roads, which 
pursued their undeviating course over plains and mountains, and 
bound the City to the furthest extremities of the provinces. 

There is no better way of obtaining a clear view of the features 
and a correct idea of the spirit of the Roman age, than by con¬ 
sidering the material works which still remain as its imperishable 
monuments. Whether undertaken by the hands of the govern¬ 
ment, or for the ostentation of private luxury, they wei’c marked 
by vast extent and accomplished at an enormous expenditure. The 
gigantic roads of the Empire have been unrivalled till the present 
century. Solid structures of all kinds, for utility, amusement, and 
worship, were erected in Italy and the provinces,—amphitheatres 
of stone, magnificent harbours, bridges, sepulchres, and temples. 
The decoration of wealthy houses was celebrated by the poets of 
the day. The pomp of buildings in the cities was rivalled by 
astonishing villas in the country. The enormous baths, by which 
travellers are surprised, belong to a period somewhat later than 
that of St. Paul ; but the aqueducts, which still remain in the Cara- 
pagna, were some of them new when he visited Rome. Of the 
metropolis itself it may be enough to say, that his life is exactly 
embraced between its two great times of renovation, that of 
Augustus on the one hand, who (to use his own expression) having 
found it a city of brick left it a city of marble, and that of Nero on 
the other, when the great conflagration afforded an opportunity for 
a new arrangement of its streets and buildings. 

These great works may be safely taken as emblems of the mag¬ 
nitude, strength, grandeur, -and solidity of the Empire ; but they 
are emblems, no less, of the tyranny and cruelty which had pre¬ 
sided over its formation, aud of the general suffering which per¬ 
vaded it. The statues, with which the metropolis and the Roman 
houses were profusely decorated, had been brought from plundered 
provinces, and many of them had swelled the triumphs of con¬ 
querors on the Capitol. The amphitheatres were built for shows 
of gladiators, and were the scenes of a bloody cruelty, which had 
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been quite unknown in the licentious exhibitions of the Greek 
thehtre. The roads, baths, harbours, aqueducts, had been con- 
itructed by slave-labour. And the country villas, which the Italian 
traveller lingered to admire, were themselves vast establishments 
;>f slaves. ' 

It is easy to see how much misery followed in the train of Home’s 
vdvancing greatness. Cruel suffering was a characteristic feature 
jf the close of the Republic. Slave wars, civil wars? wars of con¬ 
quest, had left their disastrous results behind them. ,> T o country 
recovers rapidly from the effects of a war which has been conducted 
within its frontier ; and there was no district of the Empire which 
had not been the scene of some recent campaign. , None had suf¬ 
fered molt than Italy itself. Its old stock of freemen, who had 
cultivated its fair plains and ten-need vineyards, was utterly worn 
out. The general depopulation was badly compensated by the 
establishment of military colonies t Inordinate wealth and slave 
factories were the prominent features of the desolate prospect. The 
words of the great historian may till up the picture ‘ As regards 
the manners and mode of life of the Romans, their great object at 
this time was the acquisition and possession of money. Their 
moral conduct, which had been corrupt enough before the Social 
war, became still more so by their systematic plunder and rapine. 
Immense riches were accumulated and squandered upon brutal 
pleasures. The simplicity of the old manners and mode of living 
had been abandoned for Greek luxuries and frivolities, and the 
whole household arrangements had become altered. The Roman 
houses had formerly been quite simple, and were built either of 
bricks or peperino, but in most cases of the former material ; now, 
m the other hand, every one would live in a splendid house and 
be surrounded by luxuries. The condition of Italy after the Social 
and Civil wars was indescribably wretched. Kamnium had become 
almost a desert ; and as late as the time of Strabo there was scarcely 
any town in that country which was not in ruins. Hut worse 
things were yet to come. ’ 1 

This disastrous condition was not confined to Italy. In some 
respects the provinces had their own peculiar sufferings. To take 
the case of Asia Minor. It had been plundered and ravaged by 
successive generals,—by Scipio in the war against Antiochus of 
Syria,—by Miflilius in his Galatian campaign,—by Pompey in 
the struggle with Mithridates. The rapacity of governors and their 
officials followed that of generals and their armies. We know what 
Cilicia suffered under Dolabella and his agent Verres : and Cicero 
reveals to us the oppression of his predecessor Appius in the same 
province, contrasted with his own boastcd^clemency. Some portions 
of this beautiful and inexhaustible country revived under the em¬ 
perors. 5 But it was only an outward prosperity. Whatever may 
Pave been the improvement in the external details of provincial 
government, we cannot believe that governors were gentle and for- 
bearing, when Caligula was on the throne, and when Nero w»* 

| 

i 1 Niebuhr’s lectures on the History * Niebuhr’s I.eci. on Hist, of Hutnc, 
V Roms, voL i. pp. 421, 422. vol. i. p. 40C, anil the note. 
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seeking statues for his golden house. The contempt in which the 
Greek provincials themselves were held by the Romans may H be 
learnt from the later correspondence of the Emperor Trajan with 
Pliny tjjie governor of Bithynia. We need not hesitate to take it 
for granted, that those who were sent from Rome to dispense justice 
at Ephesus or Tarsus, were more frequently like Appius and Verres, 
than Cicero'jind Flaccus,—more like 'Pilate and Felix, than Gallic 
anA Sergius Paulus. 

It wouftl bo a delusion to imagine that, when the world was 
reduced under one sceptre, any real principle of unity held its 
different parts together. The emperor was deified, 1 * 3 * * * * 8 because men 
were enslaved.► There was no true peace when Augustus closed the 
Temple of Janus. The Empire was only the order of external 
government, with a chaos both of opinions and morals within. The 
writings of Tacitus and Juvenal remain to attest the corruption 
which festered in all ranks, alike t in the senate and the family. The 
old severity of manners, and the old faith in the better part of the 
Roman religion, wore gone. The licentious creeds and practices of 
Greece and the East had inundated Italy and the West : and the 
Pantheon was only the monument of a compromise among a multi¬ 
tude of effete superstitions. It is true that a remarkable religious 
toleration was produced by this state of tilings : and it is probable 
that for Some short time Christianity itself shared the advantage of 
it. But still the temper of the times was essentially both cruel anil 
profane ; and the Apostles were soon exposed to its bitter per¬ 
secution. The Roman Empire was destitute of that unity which 
the Gospel gives to mankind. It was a kingdom of this world ; 
and the human race were groaning for the better peace of ‘ a 
kingdom not of this world.’ 

Thus, in the very condition of the Roman Empire, and the 
miserable stato of its mixed population, we can recognise a negative 
preparation for the Gospel of Christ. This tyranny and oppression 
called for a Consoler , s as much as the moral sickness of the Greeks 
called for a Healer; a Messiah was needed by the whole Empire as 
much as by the Jews, though not looked for with the same conscious 


1 Much of our best information con¬ 

cerning the state of the provinces 

is derived from Cicero's celebrated 

‘ Speeches against Verres,’ and his own 

Cincian Correspondence, to which we 

shall again have occasion to refer. Ilia 
* Speech in Defence of Flaccus * throws 

much light on the condition of the 
Jews under the Konians. We must 
not place too much confidence in t lie 
picture there given of this Iiphesiau 
governor. « 

8 The image of the emperor was at 
that time the object of religious re¬ 
verence : he was a deit.y on earth (I>is 
..qua potestas, Juv. iv. 71); and the 
worship paid to him was a real worship. 
It is a striking thought, that in those 
times (setting aside effete forms of re¬ 


ligion), the only two genuine worships 
in the civilised world were the worship 
of a Tiberius or a Nrro on the one hand, 
and the worship of Christ on the 
other. 

3 We may refer here to the apo¬ 
theosis of Augustus with Tiberius at 
his side, as represented on the ‘ Vienna 
Cameo * in the midst of figures indica¬ 
tive of the misery and enslavement of 
the world. An engraving of this Ca¬ 
meo is given in the quarto edition. 
Its best contrast will be found in Schef¬ 
fer’s modern picture—‘ Christua Con- 
tmlator ,’—where the Saviour is seated 
in the midst of those who are miser¬ 
able, and the eyes of all arc turned to 
Him for relief. 
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expectation. But we have no difficulty in going much farther than 
his, and we cannot hesitate to discover in the circumstances of the 
rorld at this period, significant traces of a positive’preparation for 
he Gospel. 

It should be remembered, in the first place, that the Romans had 
llready become Greek to sonig considerable extent, before they were 
;hc political masters of those eastern countries, where tke language, 
nythology, and literature of Greece had become more or less 
'amiliar. How early, how widely, and how permanently«t1iis Greek 
nfluenco prevailed, and how deeply it entered into the mind of 
educated Romans, we know from their surviving writing?, and from 
;he biography of eminent men. Cicero, who was governor of Cilicia 
ibout half a century before the birth of St. Paul, speaks in strong 
terms of the universal spread of the Greek tongue among the in¬ 
structed classes ; and about the time of the Apostle’s martyrdom, 
[Agricola, the conqueror*of Britain,.was receiving a Greek education 
at Marseilles. Is it too much to say, that the general Latin con¬ 
quest was providentially delayed till the Romans had been sufii- 
biently imbued with the language and ideas of their predecessors, 
and had incorporated many parts of that civilisation with their 
own I 

And if the wisdom of the divine pre-arrangements is illustrated 
by the period of the spread of the Greek language, it is illustrated 
no less by that of the completion and maturity of the Roman 
government. When all parts of the civilised world were bound 
together in one empire,—when ono common organisation pervaded 
the whole—when channels of communication were everywhere 
opened—when new facilities of travelling were provided,—then 
gras ‘the fulness of time’(Gal. iv. 4), then the Messiah came. The 
Greek language had already been prepared as a medium for pre¬ 
ferring and transmitting the doctrine ; the Roman government was 
sow prepared to help the progress even of that religion which it 
persecuted. The manner in which it spread through the provinces 
s well exemplified in the life of St. Raul: his right of citizenship 
rescued him in Macedonia' and in J udiea ; 2 he converted ono 
governor in Cyprus, 3 was protected by another in Achaia, 4 and was 
lent from Jerusalem to Rome by a third. '' The time was indeed 
ipproaching, wh£n all the complicated “weight of the central tyranny, 
tnd of the provincial governments, was to fall on the new and 
rresistible religion. But before this took place, it had begun to 
trow up in close connection with all departments of the Empire, 
alien the supreme government itself became Christian, the ecclo- 
nastical polity was permanently regulated in conformity with the 
Ktual constitution of the state. Nor was* the Empire broken up, 
|ttl the separate fragments, which have become the nations of 
podern Europe, were themselves portions »f the Catholic Church. 

, But in all that we have said of the condition of the Roman world, 
he important and widely diffused element of its population has nor 
hen mentioned. We have lost sight for some time of tho Jewv 

1 AcU xvi. 87—89. 

* Acts xviii. 14—17. 


* Acts xxli. 25. 


3 Acts xift 12/ 

8 Acts xxv. 12, xxvii. 1 
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and we must return to the subject of their dispersion, which<,was 
purposely deferred till we had shown how the intellectual civilisation 
of the Greeks, and the organising civilisation of the Romans, had, 
throuaji a long series of remarkable events, been brought in contact 
with the religious civilisation of the Hebrews. It remains that we 
point out that one peculiarity of the Jewish people which made 
this contact Almost universal in every part of the Empire. 

Their dispersion began early ; though, early and late, their at- 
tachmentV> Judtea has always been the same. Like the Highlanders 
of Switzerland and Scotland, they seem to have combined a tendency 
to foreign Settlements with the most passionate love of their native 
land. The first scattering of the Jews was compulsory, and began 
with the Assyrian exile, when, about the time of the building of 
Rome, natives of Galileo and Samaria were carried away by the 
Eastern monarchs ; and this was followed by the Babylonian exile, 
when the tribes of Judah and-Benjamin were removed at different 
epochs,—when Daniel was brought to Babylon, and Ezekiel to the 
river Chebar. That this earliest dispersion was not without in¬ 
fluential results may be inferred from these facts ;—that, about the 
time of the battles of Salamis and Marathon, a Jew was the minister, 
another Jew the cupbearer, and a Jewess the consort, of a Persian 
monarch. That they enjoyed many privileges in this foreign 
country, and that their condition was not always oppressive, may 
' be gathered from this,—that when Cyrus gave them permission to 
return, the majority remained in their new home, in preference to 
their native land. Thus that great Jewish colony began in Baby¬ 
lonia, the existence of which may bo traced in Apostolic times, 1 
and which retained its influence long after in the Talmudical schools. 
These Hebrew settlements may be followed through various parts 
of the continental East, to the borders of the Caspian, and even to 
China. We, however, arc more concerned with the coasts and 
islands of Western Asia. Jews had settled in Syria and Phoenicia 
before tlio timo of Alexander the Groat. But in treating of this 
subject, the great stress is to be laid on the policy of Seleucus, who, 
in founding Antioch, raised them to the same political position with 
the other citizens. One of his successors on the throne, Antiochus 
the Great, established two thousand Jewish families in Lydia and 
Phrygia. From hence they would spread into Pamphylia and 
Galatia, and along the western coasts from Ephesus to Troas. And 
the ordinary channels of communication, in conjunction with that 
tendency to trade which already began to characterise this wonder¬ 
ful people, would easily bring them to the islands, such as Cyprus 2 
tnd Rhodes. 

Their oldest settlement in Africa was that which took place after 
the murder of the Babylonian governor of Judeea, and which is 
connected with the name of the prophet Jeremiah. 5 But, as in the 
case of Antioch, our chief attention is called to the great metropolis 
of the period of the Greek kings. The Jewish quarter of Alex- 

1 See 1 Pet. v. 13. There is a Cyprian inscription which 

* The farming of tho copper mines seems to refer to one of the Heroda. 
in Cyprus by Herod (Jos. Ant. xvi. * See 2 Kings xxv. 22—26, Jer. 
4, 6) may have attracted many Jews, xliii. xliv. 
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andria is well known in history ; and the colony of Hefleniatic 
Jei#8 in Lower Egypt is of greater importance than that of their 
Aramaic' brethren in Babylonia. Alexander himself brought Jews 
and Samaritans to his famous city ; the first Ptolemy brought many 
more ; and many betook themselves hither of their free will, that 
they might escape from the incessant troubles which disturbed the 
peace of their fatherland. # Nor was their influence confined to 
Egypt, but they became known on one side in ./Ethiopia, the country 
of Queen Candace, - and spread on the other in great number* to 
the ‘ parts of Libya about Gyrene. ’ 3 

Under what circumstances the Jews made their first appearance 
in Europe is unknown ; but it is natural to suppqptf that those 
islands of; the Archipelago which, as Humboldt ha* said, were like 
a bridge for the passage of civilisation, became the means of the 
advance of Judaism. The journey of the proselyte Lydia from 
Tliyatira to Philippi (Acts xvi. 14), and the voyage of Aquila and 
Priscilla from Corintn to Ephesi^Ibid. xviii. 18), are only speci¬ 
mens of mercantile excursions which must have begun at a far 
earlier period. Philo 1 mentions Jews in Thessaly, Bceotia, Mace¬ 
donia, JEtolia, and Attica, in Argos and Corinth, in the other parts 
of Peloponnesus, and in the islands of Euboea and Crete : and St. 
Luke, in the Acts of the Apostles, speaks of them in Philippi, 
Thessalonica, and Beroea, in Athens, in Corinth, and in Romo. The 
first Jews came to Romo to decorate a triumph ; but they wore soon 
set free from captivity, and gave the name to the ‘ Synagogue of the 
Libertines ’ in Jerusalem. They owed to Julius Ctesar those pri¬ 
vileges in the Western Capital which they had obtained from Alex¬ 
ander in the Eastern. They became influential, and made prose¬ 
lytes. They spread into other towns of Italy ; and in the time of 
St. Paul’s boyhood we find them in large numbers in the island of 
Sardinia, just as we have previously seen them established in that 
of Cyprus. 8 With regard to Caul, we know at least that two sons 
of Herod were banished, about this same period, to the banks of the 
Rhone ; and if (as seems most probable) St. Paul accomplished that 
journey to Spain of which he speaks in his letters, there is little 
doubt that he found there some of the scattered children of his own 
people. We do not seek to pursue them further j but, after a few 
words on the proselytes, we must return to the earliest scenes of 
the Apostle’s career. 

The subject of the proselytes is sufficiently important to demand 
a separate notice. Under this term we include at present all who 
were attracted in various degrees of intensity towards Judaism,—- 
from those who by circumcision had obtained full access to all the 
privileges of the temple-worship, to those who only professed a 

1 This term is explained in the next Acts of the Apostles, 
chapter, see p. 29, note 6. * See note, p. K. 

* Acts viii. 27. 5 Tigs body doubtless consisted of 

3 Acts ii. 10. The second book of manumitted Jewish slaves. The syna- 
Maccabees is the abridgment of a work gogue or synagogues mentioned in Acts 
written by a Hellenistic Jew of Cyrene. vi."9are discussed in the next chapter. 
A Jew or proselyte of Cyrene bore our “ In the case of Sardinia, however, 
Saviour's cross. And the mention of they were forcibly sent to the island, 
this city occurs more than once in the to die of the bad climate.. 
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general c respect for the Mosaic religion, and attended as hearers in 
the synagogues. Many proselytes were attached to the Jewish 
communities wherever they were dispersed. 1 Even in their own 
country and its vicinity, the number, both in early and later times, 
was not inconsiderable. The Queen of Sheba, in the Old Testa¬ 
ment ; *Gandace, Queen of ^Ethiopia, in tho New ; and King Izates, 
with his mother Helena, mentioned by Josephus, are only royal re- 
presentatives.of a large class. During the time of the Maccabees, 
some alien tribes were forcibly incorporated with the Jews. This 
was the caSf? with the Iturweans, and probably with the Moabites, 
and, above all, with the Edomites, with whose name that of the 
Herodian fifthly is historically connected. How far Judaism ex¬ 
tended among 4he vague collection of tribes called Arabians, we can 
only conjecture from the curious history of the Homerites, and 
from the actions of such chieftains as Aretas (2 Cor. xi. 32). But as 
we travel towards the West and North, into countries better known, 
we find no lack of evidence of th^ moral effect of the synagogues, 
with their worship of Jehovah, and their prophecies of the Messiah. 

‘ Nicolas of Antioch ’ (Acts vi. 5) is only one of that ‘ vast multitude 
of Greeks ’ who, according to Josephus, 3 were attracted in that city 
to the Jewish doctrine and ritual. In Damascus, we are even told 
by the same authority that the great majority of the women were 
proselytes ; a fact which receives a remarkable illustration from 
what happened to Paul at Iconiiun (Acts xiii. 50). But all further 
details may be postponed till we follow Paul himself into the syna¬ 
gogues, where he so often addressed a mingled audience of ‘Jews 
of tho dispersion ’ and ‘ devout ’ strangers. 

This chapter may be suitably concluded by some notice of the 
provinces of Cilicia and Jv-daia. This will serve as an illustration 
of what has been said above, concerning the state of the Roman 
provinces generally ; it will exemplify the mixture of Jews, Greeks, 
and Romans in the east of tho Mediterranean, and it will be a fit 
introduction to what must immediately succeed. For these are the 
two provinces which require our attention in the early life of the 
Apostle Paul. 

Both these provinces were once under the sceptre of the line of 
the Seleucids, or Greek kings of Syria; and both of them, though 
originally inhabited by a ‘ barbarous ’ 3 population, received more 
or less of the influence of G reek civilisation. If the map is con¬ 
sulted, it will be seen that Antioch, the capital of the Grmco-Syrian 
kings, is situated nearly in the angle where the coast-line of Cilicia, 
running eastwards, and that of Jud.ea, extended northwards, are 
brought to an abrupt meeting. It will be seen also, that, more or 
loss parallel to each of these coasts, there is a line of mountains, not 
far from the sea, which aje brought into contact with each other 
in heavy and confused forms, near the same angle ; the principal 
break in the continuity of, either of them being the valley of the 
Orontos, which passes by Antioch. One of these mountain lines is 
the range of Mount- Taurus, which is so often mentioned as a great 

1 In illustration of tliis fact, it is 8 War, vii. 8, 3. 

easy to adduce abundance of Heathen s See p. 7, note 1. 

testimony. . 
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geographical boundary by the writers of Greece and Ro»e ; and 
Vilfcia extends partly over the Taurus itself, and partly between it 
and the sea. The other range is that of Lebanon —a name made 
sacred by the scriptures and poetry of the Jews ; and where its 
towering eminences subside towards the south into a land of hills 
and valleys and level plains, there is Jxultva, once the country of 
promise and possession to the chosen people, but a Roman province 
in the time of the Apostles. * 

Cilicia, in the sense in which the word was used uitder the qp,vly 
Roman emperors, comprehended two districts, of nearly equal 
extent, but of very different character. The Western* portion, or 
Rough Cilicia, as it was called, was a collection of the* branches of 
Mount Taurus, which come down in largo masses to the sea, and 
form that projection of the coast which divides the Bay of Issus 
from that of Pamphylia. The inhabitants of the whole of this dis¬ 
trict were notorious for their robberies : the northern portion, 
under the name of Isfcturia, pro\d<yng innumerable strongholds for 
marauders by land ; and the southern, with its excellent timber, 
its cliffs, and small harbours, being a natural home for pirates. 
The Isaurians maintained their independence with such determined 
obstinacy, that in a later period of the Empire, the Romans were 
willing to resign all appearance of subduing them, and were content 
to surround them with a cordon of forts. The natives of the coast 
of Rough Cilicia began to extend their piracies as the strength of 
the kings of Syria and Egypt declined. They found in the progress 
of the Roman power, for some time, an encouragement rather than 
a hindrance ; for they wore actively engaged in an oxtensivo and 
abominable slave trade, of which the island of Delos was the great 
market; and the opulent families of Rome were in need of slaves, 
and were not more scrupulous than some Christian nations of 
modern times about the means of obtaining them. But the expe¬ 
ditions of these buccaneers of the Mediterranean became at last 
quite intolerable ; their fleets seemed innumerable ; their connec¬ 
tions were extended far beyond their own coasts ; all commerce was 
paralysed ; and they began to arouse that attention at Romo which 
the more distant pirates of the Eastern Archipelago not long ago 
excited in England. A vast expedition was fitted out under the 
command of Pompey the Great ; thousands of piratic vessels were 
burnt on tlig coast of Cilicia, and the inhabitants dispersed. A 
perpetual service was thus done to the cause of civilisation, and the 
Mediterranean was made safe for the voyages of merchants and 
Apostles. The town of Soli, on the borders of the two divisions of 
Cilicia, received the name of Poinpeiopolis, 1 in honour of the great 
conqueror, and the splendid remains of a colonnade which led from 

1 A similar case, on a small scale, is mouth, in 1816, really did the work of 
that of Philippeville in Algeria; and Pompey the Great. It may be doubted 
the progress of the French power, whetlfcr Marshal Htigeatid was more 
since the accession of Louis Philippe, lenient to the Arabs than Cicero to the 
•n Northern Africa, is [icrhaps the Kleuthero-Cilicians. 
nearest parallel in modern times to Chrysippus the Stoic, whose father 
the history of a Roman province. As was a native of Tarsus, and Arabia, 
t*r as regards the pirates, Lord Ex- whom St. Paul quotes, lived at Soil. 
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the harl?our to the city may he considered a monument of thi^ 
signal destruction of the enemies of order and peace. o 

The Eastern, or Flat Cilicia, was a rich and extensive plain. Its 
prolific vegetation is praised both by the earlier and later classical 
writers, and, even under the neglectful government of the Turks, is 
still noticed by modem travellers. 1 From this circumstance, and 
still more from its peculiar physical configuration, it was a possession 
of great political importance. Walled off from the neighbouring 
countries by a high barrier of mountains, which sweep irregularly 
round it frIVn Pompeipolis and Rough Cilicia to the Syrian coast 
on the North of Antioch,—with one pass leading up into the interior 
of Asia Minot,.and another giving access to the valley of the Orontes, 
—it was naturally the high road both of trading caravans and of 
military expeditions. Through this country Cyrus marched, to 
depose his brother from the Persian throne. It was here that the 
decisive victory was obtained by Alexander over Darius. This 
plain has since seen the hosts of Western Crusaders ; and, in our 
own day, has been the field of operations of hostile Mahommedan 
armies, Turkish and Egyptian. The Greek kings of Egypt en¬ 
deavoured, long ago, to tear it from the Greek kings of Syria. The 
Romans left it at first in the possession of Antioelius : but the line 
of Mount Taurus could not permanently arrest them : and the letters 
of Cicero remain to us among the most interesting, as they are 
among the earliest, monuments of Roman Cilicia. 

Situated near the western border of the Cilician plain, where the 
river Cydnus flows in a cold and rapid stream, from the snows of 
Taurus to the sea, was the city of Tarsus, the capital of the whole 
province, and ‘ no mean city ’ (Acts xxi. 39) in the history of the 
ancient world. Its coins reveal to vis its greatness through a long 
series of years :—alike in the period which intervened between 
Xerxes and Alexander,—and under the Roman sway, when it ex¬ 
ulted in the name of Metropolis, —and long after Hadrian had rebuilt 
it, and issued his new coinage with the old mythological types. 2 In 
the intermediate period, which is that of St. Paul, we have the tes¬ 
timony of a native of this part of Asia Minor, from which we may 
infer that Tarsus was in the Eastern basin of the Mediterranean 
almost what Marseilles was in the Western. Strabo says that, in 
all that relates to philosophy and general education, it was even 
more illustrious than Athens and Alexandria. From bis description 
it is evident that its main character was that of a Greek city, where 
the Greek language was spoken, and Greek literature studiously 
cultivated. Rut wo should be wrong in supposing that the general 
population of the province was of Greek origin, or spoke the Greek 
tongue. When Cyrus came with his army from the Western Coast, 


1 Laborde's illustrated work on Syria 
and Asia Minor contains some t luxu- 
riant specimens of the modern vegeta¬ 
tion of Tarsus; but the banana and the 
rickly pear were introduced into the 
lcditerran. au long after St. Paul's day. 
s The coin at the end of the chapter 
was struck under Hadrian, and is pre¬ 


served in the British Museum. The 
word Metropolis is conspicuous on it. 
The same figures of the I.ion and the 
Bull appear in a fine series of silver 
coins of Tarsus, assigned by the Due 
de Luvnes to the period between 
Xerxes and Alexander. 
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# and still later, when Alexander penetrated into Cilicia, they found 
*tfee inhabitants ‘Barbarians.’ Nor is it likely that the old race 
would be destroyed, or the old language obliterated, especially in 
the mountain districts, during the reign of the Seleucid kings. Wo 
must rather conceive of Tarsus as like Brest, in Brittanv, or like 
Toulon, in Provence,—a city where the language of refinement is 
spoken and written, in the midst of a ruder population, who use a 
different language, and possess no literature of their.own. 

If we turn now to consider the position of this province and city 
under the Romans, we are led to notice two differi^ft systems of 
policy which they adopted in their subject dominions. The purpose 
of Rome was to make the world subservient to ligraelf : but this 
might bp accomplished directly or indirectly. A governor might bo 
sent from Rome to take the absolute command of a province : or some 
native chief might have a kingdom, an ethnarohy, 1 or a tetrareliy 
assigned to him, in which he was nominally independent, but really 
subservient, and often tributary. Some provinces were rich and 
productive, or essentially important in the military sense, and these 
were committed to Romans under the Senate or the Emperor. 
Others might be worthless or troublesome, and tit only to reward 
the services of an useful instrument, or to occupy the energies of a 
dangerous ally. Both these systems were adopted in the East and 
in the West. Wo have examples of both —in Spain and in (laul— 
in Cilicia and in Judiea. In Asia Minor they were so irregularly 
combined, and the territories of the independent sovereigns were 
so capriciously granted or removed, extended or curtailed, that it is 
often difficult to ascertain what the actual boundaries of the provinces 
were at a given epoch. Not to enter into any minute history in the 
case of Cilicia, it will be enough to say, that its rich and level plain 
in the east was made a Roman province by Pompey, and so re¬ 
mained, w'hile certain districts in the western portion were assigned, 
at different periods, to various native chieftains. Thus the territories 
of Amyntas, King of Galatia, were extended in this direction hy 
Antony, when he was preparing for his great struggle with Augus¬ 
tus : just as a modern Rajah may be strengthened on the hanks of 
the Indus, in connection with wars against Kcinde and the Sikhs. 
For some time the whole of Cilicia was a consolidated province 
under the first emperors : lmt again, in the reign of Claudius, wo 
find a porticos of the same Western district assigned to a king called 
Polemo II. It is needless to pursue the history further. In St. 
Paul’s early life the political state of t he inhabitants of Cilicia would 
be that of subjects of a Roman governor : and Roman officials, if 
not Roman soldiers, would be a familiar sight to the Jews who were 
settled in Tarsus.- 

We shall have many opportunities (,jf describing the condition of 
provinces under the dominion of Rome ; but it may bo interesting 
here to allude to the information whiojt may be gathered front the 
writings of that distinguished man, who was governor of Cilicia a 
few years after its first reduction by Potnpey. Hu was entrusted 

1 Sec note at the end of Ch. III. 

* Tarsus, as a ‘Free City’ ( fh-h* 

Libera), would have the privilege vf 
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with the eSvil and military superintendence of a large district in this 
corner of the Mediterranean, comprehending not only Cilicia, but ’ 
Pampliylia, Pisidia, Lycaonia, and the island of Cyprus ; and he has 
left a record of all the details of his policy in a long series of letters, 
which are a curious monument of the Roman procedure in the 
managen&nt of conquered provinces, and which possess a double 
interest to us, from their frequent allusions to the same places which 
St. Paul refers <to in his Epistles. This correspondence represents 
to us«the governor as surrounded by the adulation of obsequious 
Asiatic Greeks. He travels with an interpreter, for Latin is the 
official language; he puts down banditti, and is saluted by the titlo 
of Imperator ? letters are written, on various subjects, to the go¬ 
vernors of neighbouring provinces,—for instance, Syria, Asia, and 
Bithynia ; ceremonious communications take place with the inde¬ 
pendent chieftains. The friendly relations of Cicero with Deiotarus, 
King of Galatia, and his son, remind us of the interview of Pilate 
and Herod in the Gospel, or of Justus and Agrippa in the Acts. 
Cicero’s letters are rather too full of a boastful commendation of 
his own integrity ; but from what he says that he did, we may in¬ 
fer by contrast what was done by others who were less scrupulous 
in the discharge of the same responsibilities. He allowed free 
access to his person ; he refused expensive monuments in his 
honour ; he declined the proffered present of the pauper King of 
Cappadocia ; 1 * he abstained from exacting the customary expenses 
from the states which he traversed on his march ; he remitted to 
the treasury the moneys which were not expended on his province; 
he would not place in official situations those who were engaged in 
trade ; he treated the local Greek magistrates with due considera¬ 
tion, and contrived at the same time to give satisfaction to the 
Publicans. From all this it may he easily inferred with how much 
corruption, cruelty, and pride, the Romans usually governed ; and 
how miserable must have been the condition of a province under a 
Verres or an Appius, a Pilate or a Felix. So far as w e remember, 
the Jews are not mentioned in any of Cicero’s Cilician letters ; but 
if we may draw conclusions from a speech which ho made at Rome 
in defence of a cotemporary governor of Asia, 3 he regarded them 
with much contempt, and would be likely to treat them with 
harshness and injustice. 3 

That Polemo II., who has lately been mentioned as a king in 
Cilicia, w as one of those curious links which the history of those 
times exhibits between Heathenism, Judaism, and Christianity. 
Ho became a Jew to marry Berenice, 3 who afterwards forsook him, 
and whose name, after once appearing in Sacred History (Acts xxv., 
xxvi.), is lastly associated with that of Titus, the destroyer of Je- 

1 Sec llor. 1 Kp. vi. 39. for the opinion which educated Homans 

s This was L. Valerius Flaccus, who had of the Jews, see Hor. 1 Sat. iv. 
had served in Cilicia, and was lifter- 143, v. 100, ix. 09. 
wards made Governor of Asia, —that 4 He was the last King of Pontus. 

district with which, and its capital By Caligula he was made King of 
Ephesus, we are so familiar in the Acts Bosphorus; but Claudius gave him 
of the Apostles; part of Cilicia instead of it. Joseph. 

3 See especially Cic. Flacc. 28 ; and A at. xx. 7, 3. 
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• TtBwJem. The name of Berenice will at once suggest the' family of 
fee Herods, and transport our thoughts to Judaja. 

The same general features may be traced in this province as in 
that which we have been attempting to describe. In some respects, 
indeed, the details of its history are different. When Cij^cia was a 
province, it formed a separate jurisdiction, with a governor of its 
own, immediately responsible to Rome : but Judina, in its provincial 
period, was only an appendage to Syria. It has been said 1 2 3 that the 
position of the ruler resident at Cassarea in connection with the 
supreme authority at AntiOch may be best understood 1 l>y comparing 
it with that of the governor of Madras or Bombay under the 
governor-general who resides at Calcutta. The eblnparison is in 
some respects just : and British India might supply a further pa¬ 
rallel. We might say that when Judina was not strictly a province, 
but a monarchy under the protectorate of Rome, it bore the same 
relation to the contiguous province of Syria which, before the recent 
war, the territories of the king'd! (hide 1 bore to the presidency of 
Bengal. Judina was twice a monarchy : and thus its history fur¬ 
nishes illustrations of the two systems pursued by the Romans, of 
direct and indirect government. 

Another important contrast must be noticed in the histories of 
these two provinces. In the Creek period of Judina, there was a 
time of noble and vigorous independence. Antioclius Epiphanes, 
the eighth of the line of the Solenoids, in pursuance of a general 
system of policy, by which he sought to unite all his different ter¬ 
ritories through the Greek religion, endeavoured to introduce the 
worship of Jupiter into Jerusalem.' 1 Such an attempt might have 
been very successful in Syria or Cilicia : but in Judina it kindled a 
Hume of religious indignation, which did not cease to burn till the 
yoke of the Seleucidie was entirely thrown off: the name of A n- 
tiochus Epiphanes was ever afterwards held in abhorrence by the 
Jews, and a special fast was kept up in memory of the time when 
the ‘abomination of desolation’ stood in the Indy place. The 
champions of the independence of the Jewish nation and the purity 
of the Jewish religion were the family of the Maccabees or As- 
monieans : and a hundred years before the birth of Christ the first 
Hyreanus was reigning over a prosperous and independent king¬ 
dom. But in the time of the second Hyreanus and his brother, the 
family of tlfe Maccabees was not what it had been, and Judina was 
ripening for the dominion of Rome. Pompey the Great, the same 
conqueror who had already subjected Cilicia, appeared in Da¬ 
mascus, and there judged the cause of the two brothers. All the 
country was full of his fame. In the spring of the year fid he came 


1 See the introduction to I)r. Traill’s 
Josephus, a work which was inter¬ 
rupted by the death of the translator 
during t lie Irish famine, ami was con¬ 
tinued by Mr. Isaac Taylor. 

2 Another coincidence is, that we 
made the Nabob of (Jude a king. He 
had previously t hoi hereditary Vi/.ier 
of the Mogul. 

3 Here we may observe that there 


are extant coins of Antioclius Kpi- 
phanes, where the head of Jupiter 
appears on the obverse, in place of the 
portrait usual in the Alexandrian, 
Seleucid, and Macedonian series. Since 
such emblems on ancient coins have 
always sacred meanings, it is very 
probable that this arose from the 
religious movement alluded to in the 
text. • 
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down by the valley of the Jordan, his Homan soldiers occupied the 
ford where Joshua had crossed over, and from the Mount of Olivet, 
he looked down upon Jerusalem. 1 From that day Judaea was vir¬ 
tually under the government of Rome. It is true that, after a 
brief supnprt given to the reigning family, a new native dynasty 
was raised to the throne. Antipater, a man of Idumean birth, had 
been minister of the Maccabean kings but they were the Hois 
Faineants of Palestine, and he was the Maire du Palais. In the 
midst*bf the confusion of the great civil wars, the Herodian family 
succeeded to*rtho Asmonsean, as the Carlovingian line in France 
succeeded that of Clovis. As Pepin was followed by Charlemagne, 
so Antipater prepared a crown for his son Herod. 

At first Herod the Great espoused the cause of Antony ; but he 
contrived to remedy his mistake by paying a prompt visit, after the 
battlo of Actium, to Augustus in the island of Rhodes. This sin¬ 
gular interview of the Jewish prince with the Etonian conqueror in 
a Greek island was the beginning cf an important period for the 
Hebrew nation. An exotic civilisation was systematically intro¬ 
duced and extended. Those Greek influences, which had been 
begun under the Seleucids, and not discontinued under the As- 
momcans, were now more widely diffused: and the Roman cus¬ 
toms, 2 which had hitherto been comparatively unknown, were now 
made familiar. Herod was indeed too wise, and knew the Jews 
too well, to attempt, like Antioclius, to introduce foreign institu¬ 
tions without any regard to their religious feelings. He endeavoured 
to ingratiate himself with them by rebuilding and decorating their 
national temple ; and a part of that magnificent bridge which was 
connected with the great southern colonnade is still believed to 
exist,—remaining, in its vast proportions and Roman form, an 
appropriate monument of the Herodian period of Jiuhea. 3 The period 
when Herod was reigning at Jerusalem under the protectorate of 
Augustus was chiefly remarkable for great architectural works, 
for the promotion of commerce, the influx of strangers, and the 
increased diffusion of the two great languages of the heathen world. 
The names of places are themselves a monument of the spirit of 
the times. As Tarsus was called Juliopolis from Julius Caisar, and 
Soli Pompeiopolis from his great rival, so Samaria was called 
Sebaste after the Greek name of Augustus, and the new metro¬ 
polis, which was built by Herod on the sea-sliore, wr.3 called C<o- 
sarea in honour of the same Latin emperor: while Antipatris, on 
the road (Acts xxiii. 31) between the old capital and the new, 4 still 


1 Ponipcy heard of the death of 
Mithridates at Jericho. His army 
crossed at Scvthopolis, by the ford im¬ 
mediately below the lake of Tiberias. 

2 Antiochus Kpiphanes (\\ ho was 
called Kpimnnes from his mad 0 con- 
duct) is said to have made himself 
ridiculous by adopting Koman fashions, 
and walking about the streets of An¬ 
tioch in a toga. 

3 See the woodcut opposite. The arch 

extends about fifty feet along the wall, 


and its radius must have been about 
twenty fend. It is right to say that 
there is much controversy about its 
oiigin. Dr. Robinson assigns it to 
the age of Solomon : Mr. Fergusson to 
that of Herod : Mr. Williams holds it 
to be a fragment of the great Christian 
works constructed in this southern 
part of the Temple area in the age of 
Justinian. 

4 The tracing of the road by which 
St. l J uul travelled on this occasion is 
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•commemorated, the name of the king’s Idumsean father. Ve must 
rfbt suppose that the internal change in the minds of the people 
was proportional to the magnitude of these outward improvements. 
They suffered much; and their hatred grew towards Rome and 
towards the Herods. A parallel might be drawn between„the state 
of Judsea under Herod the Great, and that of Egypt under Ma¬ 
homet Ali,‘ where great works have been successfully accomplished, 
where the spread of ideas has been promoted, t it. the made busy 
and prosperous, and communication with the civilised world’ won¬ 
derfully increased,—but where the mass of the people has continued 
to be miserable and degraded. 

After Herod’s death, the same influences still continued to 
operate -in Judtea. Archelaus persevered in his father’s policy, 
though destitute of his father’s energy. The same may be said of 
the other sons, Antipas and Philip, in their contiguous principali¬ 
ties. All the Herod^ were great builders, and eager partizans of 
the Roman emperors : and wo are familiar in the Gospels with 
that C'assured (Cajsarea Philippi), which one of them built in the 
upper part of the valley of tho Jordan, and named in honour of 
Augustus,—and with that Tiberias on the banks of tho lake of Gen- 
nesareth, which bore the name of his wicked successor. But while 
Antipas and Philip still retained their dominions under tho pro¬ 
tectorate of the emperor, Archelaus had been banished, and tho 
weight of the Roman power had descended still more heavily on 
Judtea. It was placed under the direct jurisdiction of a governor, 
residing at Ciusarea by the Sea, and depending, as wo have seen 
above, on the governor of Syria at Antioch. And now we are made 
familiar with those features which might be adduced as charac¬ 
terising any other province at tho same epoch,—tho prnetorium, 8 — 
the publicans, 3 —the tribute-money,' 1 —soldiers and centurions re¬ 
cruited in Italy, 5 —Cresar the only king, 8 and tho ultimate appeal 
against the injustice of tho governor. 7 In this period the ministry, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ took place, tho first 
preaching of His Apostles, and the conversion of St. Paul. But 
once more a change came over tho political fortunes of Judtea. 
Herod Agrippa was the friend of Caligula, as Herod the Great had 
been the friend of Augustus ; and when Tiberius died, he received 
the grant of an independent principality in the north of Palestine. 8 
He was ablft to ingratiate himself with Claudius, the succeeding 

one of the most interesting geogrnphi- Syria were recruited in the province : 
cal questions which will come before us. but the Cohort, to which Cornelius 

1 There are many points of resent- belonged, probably consisted of Italian 
hlance between the character and for- volunteers. The ‘ Italian Band’ 

tunes of Herod and those of Mahomet (Acts x. I) will come under our notice 

Ali; the chief differences ore those of in Chap. IV., and the * Augustan Bawl’ 
the times Herod secured his position (Ibid, xxvii. 1) in Chap. XXII. 
by the influence of Augustus; Maho- 6 John xix. 15. 

met AH secured his by the agreement 7 Acts xxv. 11. 

of the European powers. 8 He obtained under Caligula, first, 

* John xviii. 28. • the tetrarchy of his uncle Philip, who 

3 Luke iii. 12, xix. 2. died; and then that of his uncle An- 

4 Matt. xxii. 19. tipas, who followed his brother Arche- 

6 Most of the soldiers quartered in laus into banishment. 
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emperor. Judasa was added to his dominion, which now embraced 
the whole circle of the territory ruled by his grandfather. By 
this time St. Paul was actively pursuing his apostolic career. We 
need not, therefore, advance beyond this point, in a chapter 
which is, only intended to be a general introduction to the Apostle’s 
history. 

Our desire has been to give a picture of the condition of the 
world at this particular epoch ; and wc have thought that no group¬ 
ing ttfould be so" successful as that which should consist of Jews, 
Greeks, and Romans. Nor is this an artificial or unnatural arrange¬ 
ment, for these three nations were the divisions of the civilised 
world. Aud i), the view of a religious mind they were more than 
this. They were 1 the three peoples of God’s election ; two for things 
temporal, and one for things eternal. Yet even in the things eternal 
they were allowed to minister. Greek cultivation and Roman polity 
prepared men for Christianity. ’ 1 These three peoples stand in the 
closest relation to the whole human race. The Christian, when he ima¬ 
gines himself among those spectators who stood round the cross, and 
gazes in spirit upon that ‘ superscription,’ which the Jewish scribe, 
the Greek proselyte, and the Roman soldier could read, each in liis 
own tongue, feels thathe is among those who are the representatives of 
all humanity. * In the ages which precede the crucilixion, these three 
languages were like threads which guided us through the labyrinth 
of history. And they are still among the best guides of our thought, 
as we travel through the ages which succeed it. How great has 
been the honour of the Greek and .Latin tongues ! They followed 
the fortunes of a triumphant church. Instead of Heathen languages, 
they gradually became Christian. As before they had been employed 
to express the best thoughts of unassisted humanity, so afterwards 
they became the exponents of Christian doctrine and the channels of 
Christian devotion. The words of Plato and Cicero fell from the 
lips and pen of Chrysostom and Augustine. And still those two 
languages are associated together in the work of Christian education, 
and made the instruments for training the minds of the young in 
the greatest nations of the earth. And how deep and pathetic is 
the interest which attaches to the Hebrew! Here the thread seems 
to be broken. ‘Jesus, King of the Jews,’in Hebrew characters. 
It is like the last word of the Jewish Scriptures,—the last warning 
of the chosen people. A cloud henceforth is upon the people and 
the language of Israel. ‘ Blindness in part is happened unto Israel, 
till the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.’ Once again Jesus, after 


1 Dr. Arnold, in the journal of his 
Tour in 1810 (/.(/>, ii. 413, 2nd edit.). 
The (Message continues thus :—‘ As 
Mahometanism can bear witness; for 
the East, when it abandoned Greece 
and Home, could only reproduce Juda¬ 
ism. Mahometanism, six hundred 
years after Christ, proving that the 
Eastern man could bear nothing per¬ 
fect, justifies the wisdom of God in 
Judaism. 

* This is true in another, and per¬ 


haps a higher sense. The Roman, 
powerful but not happy—the Greek, 
distracted with the inquiries of an un¬ 
satisfying philosophy—the Jew, bound 
hand and foot with the chain of a 
ceremonial law, all arc together round 
the cross. Christ is crucified in the 
midst of them—crucified for all. The 
‘superscription of His accusation* 
speaks to all the same language of 
peace, pardon, and love. 



1 j Conclusion. '5 

His ascension, spake openly from Heaven ‘ in the Hebrew*tongue ’ 
(Acte xxvi. 14): but the words were addressed to that Apostle who 
was called to preach the Gospel to the philosophers of Greece, and 
in the emperor’s palace at Rome. 1 

1 See inscription in the three lan- Roman Catacombs, at the end of the 
gnages on a Christian tomb in the work. 



Coin of Tarsus. Hadrian. (Sec p. 18, n. 2.) 
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CHAPTER II. 

r 

Jewish Origin of the Church.—Scots ami Parties of the .Tews.—-Pharisees and 
Sadducoe.s.—St. l’aul a Pharisee.— Hellenists and Aranrucans.—St. Paul’s 
Family Hefidnistic hut not Hellenising.—His Infancy at Tarsus.—The Tribe 
of ISenjaniin. -J- llis Father's Citizenship. — Scenery of the Place. — His 
Childhood.—He is sent to Jerusalem.—State of Juiliea and Jerusalem.— 
Habbinieal Schools.—(latnaliel.—Mode of Teaching.—Synagogues. —Student- 
Life of St. Paul.—His early Manhood.—First Aspect of the Church.— St. 
Stephen.—The Sanhedrin.—St. Stephen the Forerunner of St. Paul.—His 
Martyrdom and Prayer. ' ' 

Christianity lias been represented by sumo of the modern Jews 
as a mere school of Judaism. Instead of opposingit as a system 
antagonistic and subversive of tlie Mosaic religion, they speak of it 
as a phase or development of that religion itself, — as simply one of 
the rich outgrowths from the fertile Jewish soil. They point out 
the causes which combined in the first century to produce this 
Christian development of Judaism. It has even been hinted that 
Christianity lias done a good work in preparing the world for 
receiving the pure Mosaic principles which will, at length, he uni¬ 
versal. 1 

We are not unwilling to accept some of these phrases as expressing 
a great and important truth. Christianity is a school of Judaism : 
but it is the school which absorbs and interprets the teaching of all 
others. It is a development; hut it is that development which was 
divinely foreknown and predetermined. It is the grain of which 
more Judaism is now the worthless husk. It is the image of Truth 
in its full proportions ; and the Jewish remnants are now as the 
shapeless fragments which remain of the block of marble when the 
statue is completed. When we look hack at the Apostolic age, we 
see that growth proceeding which separated the husk from the grain. 
Wo see the image of Truth coming out in clear expressiveness, and 
the useless fragments falling off like scales, under the careful work 
of divinely-guided hands. If we are to realise the earliest appear¬ 
ance of the Church, such as it was when Paul first saw it, wo must 
view it as arising in the midst of Judaism ; and if we are to compre¬ 
hend all the feelings and principles of this Apostle, we must con¬ 
sider first the Jewish preparation of his own younger days. To 
these two subjects the present chapter will he devoted. 

1 This notion, that the doctrine of ism : hut a more powerful spell than 
Christ will he re-absorbed in that of this philosophy is needed to charm 
Moses, is a curious phase of the recent back the stately river into the narrow, 
Jewish philosophy. ‘We arc sure,’it rugged, picturesque rn\ inc, out of which 
has been well said, ‘ that Christianity centuries ago it found its way.’ 
can never disown its source iu Jmla- 
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* We are very familiar with one division which ran through the 
Jewish nation in the iirst century. Tin: Sadducees and Pharisees 
are frequently mentioned in the New Testament, and we are there 
informed of the tenets of these two prevailing parties. The belief 
in a future state may be said to have been an open question %mong 
the Jews, when our Lord appeared and ‘brought life and immor¬ 
tality to light.’ We find the* Sadducees established in the highest 
office of the priesthood, and possessed of the greatest powers in the 
Sanhedrin: and yet they did not believe in any future spate, mu- 
in any spiritual existence independent of the body. The Naddu- 
cees said that there was ‘ 110 resurrection, licit him. Angel nor 
Spirit.” They do not. appear to have hold doetryies which are 
commonly called licentious or immoral. On the contrary, (hey 
adhered strictly to tin' moral tenets of the Law, as opposed to its 
mere formal technicalities. They did not overload the Sacred 
Books with tradition^ or encumber the duties of life with a mul¬ 
titude of minute observances. They were the disciples of reason 
without enthusiasm,—they made few proselytes,- their numbers 
were not great, and they were confined principally to the richer 
members of the nation.- The Pharisees, on the other hand, were 
the enthusiasts of the later Judaism. They ‘compassed sea and 
land to make one proselyte.’ Their power and influence with the 
mass of the people was immense. The loss of the national inde¬ 
pendence of the Jews,—file gradual extinction of their political 
life, directly by the Romans, and indirectly by the family of 
Herod, — caused their feelings to rally round their Law and their 
Religion, as the only centre of unity which now remained to them. 
Those, therefore, who gave their energies to the interpretation and 
exposition of the Law, not curtailing any of the doctrines which 
were virtually contained in it and which had been revealed with 
more or less clearness, but rather accumulating articles of faith, 
and multiplying the requirements of devotion; who themselves 
practised a severe and ostentatious religion, being liberal in alms¬ 
giving, fasting frequently, making long prayers, and carrying 
casuistical distinctions into the smallest details of conduct; —who 
consecrated, moreover, their best zeal and exertions to the spread of 
the fame of Judaism, and to the increase of the nation’s power in the 
only way which now was practicable,—could not fail to command 
the reverence*>f great numbers of the people. It was no longer 
possible to fortify Jerusalem against the Heathen : but the Law 
could be fortified like an impregnable city, 'file place of the brave 
is on the walls and in the front of the battle . and the hopes of the 
nation rested on those who defended the sacred outworks, and made 
successful inroads on the territories of the Gentiles. 

Such were the Pharisees. And now, ITefore proceeding to other 
features of Judaism and tlicir relation to the Church, we can hardly 
help glancing at St. Paul. He was ‘ a*Pharisee, the son of a 
Pharisee,’ 3 and he was educated by Gamaliel, 1 ‘a Pharisee.’ J 

1 Actsxxiii.8. .Sec Matt.xxii. 23-3 I. vii. tS. 

* Six: what Josephus says of the Acts xxiii. tk 

faiUlucees: Ant. xiii. 10, G - ; xviii. 1, * Acts xxii. .3. 

’ comparing the question asked, John s Acts v. 34. 
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Both his father and his teacher belonged to this sect. And on three 
distinct occasions he tells us that he himself was a member of it. 
Once when at his trial, before a mixed assembly of Pharisees and 
Sadducees, the words just quoted were spoken, and his connection 
with tjje Pharisees asserted with such effect, that the feelings of this 
popular party were immediately enlisted on his side. ‘ And when 
he had so said, there arose a dissension between the Pharisees and 
the Sadducees ; and the multitude was divided. . . . And there 

ardse a great cry ; and the Scribes that were of the Pharisees’ part 
arose, an‘d strove, saying, We find*no evil in this man.” The 
second time was, when, on a calmer occasion, he was pleading before 
Agrippa, afid said to the king in the presence of Festus : ‘ The 
Jews knew me? from the beginning, if they would testify, that after 
the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee.’ 2 And 
once more, when writing from Rome to the Philippians, he gives 
force to his argument against the Judaizers, Tjy telling them that if 
any other man thought ho had»wiiereof he might trust in the flesh, 
he himself had more :—‘ circumcised the eighth day, of the stock 
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews ; as 
touching the Law, a Pharisee.’ 3 And not only was he himself a 
Pharisee, but his father also. He was ‘ a Pharisee, the son of a 
Pharisee.’ This short sentence sums up nearly all we know of St. 
Paul’s parents. If we think of his earliest life, we are to conceive 
of him as born in a Pharisaic family, and as brought up from his 
infancy in the ‘ straitest sect of the Jews’ religion.’ His child¬ 
hood was nurtured in the strictest belief. The stories of the Old 
Testament,—the angelic appearances,—the prophetic visions,—to 
him were literally true. They needed no Sadducean explanation. 
The world of spirits was a reality to him. The resurrection of the 
dead was an article of liis faith. And to exhort him to the practices 
of religion, ho had before him the example of his father, praying 
and walking with broad phylacteries, scrupulous and exact in his 
legal observances. He had, moreover, as it seems, the memory and 
tradition of ancestral piety ; for he tells us in one of his latest 
letters, 4 that he served God ‘ from his forefathers.’ All influences 
combined to make him ‘ more exceedingly zealous of the traditions 
of his fathers,’ 6 and ‘touching the righteousness which is in the 
Law, blameless.’ 8 Everything tended to prepare him to be an 
eminent momber of that theological party, to which so many of the 
Jews were looking for the preservation of their national life, and 
the extension of their national creed. 

But in this mention of the Pharisees and Sadducees, we are far 
from exhausting the subject of Jewish divisions, and far from enu¬ 
merating all those phases of opinion which must have had some 
connection with the growth of rising Christianity, and all those ele¬ 
ments which may have contributed to form the character of the 
Apostle of the Heathen. # There was a sect in Judaea which is not 
mentioned in the Scriptures, but which must have acquired con¬ 
siderable influence in the time of the Apostles, as may be inferred 


1 Acts xxiii. 

A °Tiip. i. 8. 


3 Acts xxvi. 
8 Ual. i. 14. 


3 Phil. in. 4. 
6 Phil. iii. 6 . 
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•from the space devoted to it by Josephus 1 2 and Philo. These were 
Essenes, who retired from the theological and political distrac¬ 
tions of Jerusalem and the larger towns, and founded peaceful 
communities in the desert or in villages, where their life was spent 
in contemplation, and in the practices of ascetic piety. It has been 
suggested that John the Baptist was one of them. TheA is no 
proof that this was the case ; but we need not doubt that they did 
represent religious cravings which Christianity satisfied. Another 
party was that of the Zealots ,* who were as politically fanatical as 
the Essenes were religiously contemplative, and who^e zeal was 
kindled with the burning desire to throw off the Roman yoke from 
the neck of Israel. Very different from them were tjis llerodians, 
twice mentioned in the Gospels, 3 * who held that the hepes of Judaism 
rested on the Herods, and who almost looked to that family for 
the fulfilment of the prophecies of the Messiah. And if we wore 
simply enumerating .the divisions and describing the sects of the 
Jews, it would be necessary to mention the Thcrapeutcv ,* a widely- 
spread community in Egypt, who lived even in greater seclusion 
than the Essenes in Jud;ea. The Samaritans also would require 
our attention. But we must turn from these sects and parties to a 
wider division, which arose from the dispersion of the Hebrew people, 
to which some space has been devoted in the preceding chapter. 

We have seen that early colonies of the Jews were settled in 
Babylonia and Mesopotamia. Their connection with their brethren 
in Judiea was continually maintained ; and they were bound to 
them by the link of a common language. The Jews of Palestine 
and Syria, with those who lived on the Tigris and Euphrates, inter¬ 
preted the Scriptures through the Targums 5 6 or Chaldee paraphrases, 
and spoke kindred dialects of the language of Aram ; 0 and hence 
they were called A ranuran Jews. We have also had occasion to 
notice that other dispersion of the nation through those countries 
where Greek was spoken. Their settlements began with Alexander’s 
conquests, and were continued under the successors of those who 
partitioned his empire. Alexandria was their capital. They used 
the Septuagint translation of the Bible ; ’ and they were commonly 
called Hellenists, or Jews of the Grecian speech. 

The mere difference of language would account in some degree 


1 War, ii. ft 

2 We have the word in the ‘ Simon 
Zelotes’of the Gospel (I.uke vi. 15) 
though the party was hardly then ma¬ 
tured. 

3 Mark iii. G; Matt. xxii. lfi : see 
Mark xii. 13. 

1 Described in great detail by Philo. 

5 It is uncertain when the written 
Targums came into use, but the practice 
of paraphrasing orally in Chaldee must 
have begun soon after the Captivity. 

6 Aram — the ‘Highlands’ of the 
Semitic tribes—comprehended the tract 
of country which extended from Taurus 
and Lebanon to Mesopotamia and Ara¬ 
bia. There were two main dialects of 


the Aramajan stock, the eastern or 
Babylonian, commonly called Chaldee 
(the ‘ Syrian tongue ’ of 2 Kings 
xviii. 20 ; Isai. xxxvi. 11 ; K/.ra iv. 
7 ; Dan. ii. 4) ; and the. western, 
which is the parent of the Syriac, 
now, like the former, almost a dead 
language. The first of these dialects 
begaa to supplant the older Hebrew of 
Judata from the time of the captivity, 
and was the ‘Hebrew’ of the New 
Testarhent, I.uke xxiii. 38; John xi.x. 
20; Acts xxi. 40, xxii. 2, xxvi. 14. 
Arabic, the most perfect of the Semitic 
languages, has now generally over¬ 
spread those regions. 

7 See p. 31, n. 2. 
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for the Mutual dislike with which we know that these two section^ 
of the Jewish race regarded one another. We were all aware Jp>w 
closely the use of a hereditary dialect is bound up with the warmest 
feelings of the heart. And in this case the Aramaean language was 
the sacred tongue of Palestine. It fs true that the tradition of the 
language of the Jews had been broken, as the continuity of their 
political life had been rudely interrupted. The Hebrew of tiie time 
of Christ was not the oldest Hebi ew ttf the Israelites ; but it was a 
kindred dialBct; and old enough to command a reverent affection. 
Though upt the language of Moses and David, it was that of Ezra 
and Neherfiiah. And it is not unnatufal that the Arameeans should 
have revolted from the speech of the Greek idolaters and the tyrant 
Antiochus, -—a speech which they associated moreover with inno¬ 
vating doctrines and dangerous speculations. 

For the division went deeper than a mere superficial diversity of 
speech. It was not only a division, like the modern one of German 
and Spanish Jews, where those who hold substantially the same 
doctrines have accidentally been* led to speak different languages. 
But there was a diversity of religious views and opinions. This is 
not the place for examining that system of mystic interpretation 
called the Cabbala, 2 and for determining how far its origin might be 
due to Alexandria or to Babylon. It is enough to say, generally, 
that in the Aramcean theology, Oriental elements prevailed rather 
than Greek, and that the subject of Babylonian influences has more 
connection with the life of St. Peter than that of St. Paul. The 
Hellenists, on the other hand, or Jews who spoke Greek, who lived 
in Greek countries, and were influenced by Greek civilisation, aro 
associated in the closest manner with the Apostle of the Gentiles. 
They are more than once mentioned in the Acts, where our English 
translation names them 1 Grecians,’ to distinguish them from the 
Heathen or proselyte ‘Greeks.’ 3 Alexandria was the metropolis 
of their theology. Philo was their great representative. He was 
an old man when St. Paul was in his maturity : his "writings were 
probably known to the Apostles ; and they have descended with the 
inspired Epistles to our own day. The work of the learned Helle¬ 
nists may be briefly described as this,—to accommodate Jewish 
doctrines to the mind of the Greeks, and to make the Greek 
language express the mind of the Jews. The Hebrew principles 
were ‘ disengaged as much as possible from local and national 
conditions, and presented in a form adapted to the Hellenic world.’ 

All this was hateful to the zealous Aramaeans. The men of tho 
East rose up against those of the West. The Greek learning was 
not more repugnant to tho Roman Cato, than it was to the strict 
Hebrews. They had a saying, ‘Cursed be he who teacheth his son 
tho learning of the Greeks.’ 4 We could imagine them using the 

1 See pp. 21, 22, and notes. reciting their phylacteries in Greek, 

8 See Ch. XIII. and would have forbidden them ; which 

8 See Chap. I. p. 9, note 3. when Rabbi Jose heard, he was very 

4 Tb:3 repugnance is illustrated by angry, and said, ‘ If a man doth not 
many passages in the Talmudic writ- knowhow to recite in the holy tongue, 
ings. Rabbi Levi Ben Chajathali, must he not recite them at all ? Let 
going down to Csesarea, heard them him perform his duty in what lan- 
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words of the prophet Joel (iii. C), ‘ The children of Judah and the 
children of Jerusalem have ye sold unto the Grecians, that ye might 
remove them from their border : ’ and we cannot be surprised that, 
even in the deep peace and charity of the Church’s earliest days, this 
inveterate division re-appeared, and that, * when the number of the 
disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians 
against the Hebrews/ 1 

It would be an interesting subject of inquiry to ascertain in what 
proportions these two parties were distributed in the diifortmt 
countries where tire Jews wcne dispersed, in what places*fhey came 
into the strongest collision, and how far they were fused and united 
together. In the city of Alexandria, the emporium of Greek com¬ 
merce from the time of its foundation, where, since the earliest 
Ptolemies, literature, philosophy, and criticism had never ceased to 
excite the utmost intellectual activity, where the Septuagint transla¬ 
tion of the Scripture Jiad been made,* and where a Jewish temple 
and ceremonial worship had been* established in rivalry to that in 
Jerusalem, 3 —there is no doubt that the Hellenistic clement largely 
prevailed. But although (strictly speaking) the Alexandrian Jews 
were nearly all Hellenites, it does not follow that they were all 
Hellenize rs. In other words, although their speech and their Scrip¬ 
tures were Greek, the theological views of many among them un¬ 
doubtedly remained Hebrew. There must have been many who 
were attached to the traditions of Palestine, and who looked sus¬ 
piciously on their more speculative brethren : and we have no 
difficulty in recognising the picture presented in a pleasing German 
fiction, 4 which describes the debates and struggles of the two 
tendencies in this city, to be very correct. In Palestine itself, wo 
have every reason to believe that the native population was entirely 
Aramaean, though there was no lack of Hellenistic synagogues b in 
Jerusalem, which at the seasons of the festivals would be crowded 
with foreign pilgrims, and become the scene of animated discussions. 
Syria was connected by the link of language with Palestine and 
Babylonia ; but Antioch, its metropolis, commercially and politically, 
resembled Alexandria : and it is probable that, when Barnabas and 
Saul were establishing the great Christian community in that city, 0 


gnogc he can.* The following saying 
is attributed to linbbun Simeon, the 
son of Gamaliel* * There were a thou¬ 
sand boys in my father’s school, of 
whom five bundled learned the law, 
and five hundred the wisdom of the 
(Greeks ; and there is not one of the 
latternow alive, excepting myself here, 
and my uncle’s son in Asia.’ We 
learn also from Josephus that a know¬ 
ledge of Greek was lightly regarded by 
the Jews of Palestine. 

1 Acts vi. 1. 

2 It is unless here to enter into any 
of the legends connected with the 
number ‘seventy.’ This translation 
came into existence from 300 to 150 
wr. Its theological importance can¬ 
not be exaggerated. The quotations 


in the N. T. from the O. T. are gene¬ 
rally much* from it. See p. 33. 

3 This temple was not in the city of 
Alexandria, but at Lcontopolis. It 
was built (or rather it was an old 
Heathen temple repaired) by Ojiias, 
from whose family the bign-priesthood 
had been transferred to the family of 
the Maccabees, and who bad tied into 
Egypt*in the time of Ptolemy Philo* 
pator. It remained in existence till 
destroyed by Vespasian. See Jose¬ 
phus, War, i. 1, 1, vii. 10, 3; Ant 
xiii. 3. 

* Helon’s Pilgrimage to Jerusalem, 
published in German in 18*20. o«n*- 
ated into English in 1824. 

'* See Acts vi. 9. 

6 Acts xi. 25. Sc c. 
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the majority of the Jews were ‘Grecians’ rather than ‘Hebrews.’ 
In Asia Minor we should at first sight be tempted to imagine that 
the Grecian tendency would predominate : but when we find that 
Antiochus brought Babylonian Jews into Lydia and Phrygia, we 
must hot make too confident a conclusion in this direction; and we 
have grounds for imagining that many Israelitish families in the 
remote districts (possibly that of Timotheus at Lystra) 1 may have 
cherished the forms of the traditionary faith of the Eastern Jews, 
and livedcuninflueneed by Hellenistic novelties. The residents in 
maritime and commercial towns would not be strangers to the 
Western developments of religious doctrines : and when Apollos 
came from Alexandria to Ephesus, 2 he would find himself in a 
theological atmosphere not very different from that of his native city. 
Tarsus in Cilicia will naturally be included under the same class of 
cities of the West, by those who remember Strabo’s assertion that, 
in literature and philosophy, its fame exceeded that of Athens and 
Alexandria. At the same time, we cannot be sure that the very 
celebrity of its Heathen schools might not induce the families of 
Jewish residents to retire all the more strictly into a religious 
Hebrew seclusion. 

That such a seclusion of their family from Gentile influences was 
maintained by the parents of St. Paul, is highly probable. We have 
no means of knowing how long they themselves, or their ancestors, 
had been Jews of the dispersion. A tradition is mentioned by 
Jerome that they came originally from Giscala, a town in Galilee, 
when it was stormed by the Homans. The story involves an 
anachronism, and contradicts the Acts of the Apostles. 3 * Yet it 
need not be entirely disregarded ; especially when we find St. Paul 
speaking of himself as ‘a Hebrew of the Hebrews,” and when we 
remember that the word ‘ Hebrew ’ is used for an Aramaic Jew, as 
opposed to a ‘Grecian’ or ‘Hellenist.’ 5 Nor is it unlikely in 
itself that before they settled in Tarsus, the family had belonged to 
the Eastern dispersion, or to the Jews of Palestine. But, however 
this may be, St. Paul himself must be called a Hellenist ; because 
the language of his infancy was that idiom of the Grecian Jews in 
which all his letters were written. Though, in conformity with 
the strong feeling of the Jews of all times, he might learn his 
earliest sentences from the Scripture in Hebrew, yet h@ was familiar 


1 Acta xvi. 1 ; 2 Tim. i. 5, iii. 10. 

* Acts xviii. 24. 

3 Acts xxii. 3. 

1 Phil. iii. 5. Cave sees nothing 
more in this phrase than that ‘his 
parents were Jews, and that of the 
ancient stock, not entering in J>y the 
gate of proselytism, hut originally de¬ 
scended from the nation .’—Life of 

St. Paul, i. 2. Benson, on tlfe other 
hand, argues, from this passage and 
from 2 Cor. xi. 22, that there was a 
difference between a ‘ Hebrew ’ and 
an ‘ Israelite.’—‘ A person might be 
descended from Israel, and yet not be 
a Hebrew but a Hellenist. . . St. Paul 


appeareth to me to have plainly inti¬ 
mated, that a man might be of the 
stoek of Israel and of the tribe of Ben¬ 
jamin, and yet not be a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews; but that, as to himself, he 
was, both by father and mother, a 
Hebrew ; or of the race of that sort of 
Jews which were generally most es¬ 
teemed by their nation .’—History of 
the First Planting of the Christian Fc- 
ligion, vol. i. p. 117. 

3 Acts vi. 1. For the absurd Ebion- 
ite story that St. Paul was by birth 
not a Jew at all, but a Creek, see the 
next Chapter. 
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* -w^h the Septuagint translation at an early age. For it is observed 
that when he quotes from the Old Testament, his quotations are 
from that version; and that, not only when he cites its very words, 
but when (as is often the case) he quotes it from memory. 1 2 Con¬ 
sidering the accurate knowledge of the original Hebrew \fhich ho 
must have acquired under Gamaliel at Jerusalem, it has been in¬ 
ferred that this can only arise from his having betjn thoroughly 
imbued at an earlier period with the Hellenistic Scriptures. »Tlie 
readiness, too, with which # he expressed himself in Greek, even 
before such an audience as that upon the Areopagus at Athens, 
shows a command of the language which a Jew woykl not, in all 
probability, have attained, had not Greek been tlu^ familiar speech 
of his childhood.* 

But still the vernacular Hebrew of Palestine would not have been 
a foreign tongue to the infant Saul ; on the contrary, he may have 
heard it spoken almSst as often as, the Greek. For no doubt his 
parents, proud of their Jewish origin, and living comparatively near 
to Palestine, would retain the power of conversing with their friends 
from thence in the ancient speech. Mercantile connections from the 
Syrian coast would be frequently arriving, whose discourse would bo 
in Aramaic ; and in all probability there were kinsfolk still settled 
in Judtea, as we afterwards find the nephew of St. Paul in Jeru¬ 
salem. 3 We may compare the situation of such a family (so far as 
concerns their language) to that of the French Huguenots who settled 
in London after the revocation of the Edict of Nantes. These French 
families, though they soon learned to use the English as the medium 
of their common intercourse and the language of tlioir household, 
yet, for several generations, spoke French with equal familiarity 
and greater affection. * 

Moreover, it may be considered as certain that the family or ot. 
Paul, though Hellenistic in speech, were no Uellenizers in theo¬ 
logy ; they were not at all inclined to adopt Greek habits or 
Greek opinions. The manner in which St. Paul speaks of himself, 
his father, and his ancestors, implies the most uncontaminated 


1 See Tholuck’a Essay on the early 
life of St. Paul, Eng. Trans, p. ‘J. 
Out of eighty-eight quotations from the 
Old Testament Koppe gives grounds 
for thinking that forty-nine were cited 
from memory. And Bleek thinks that 
every one of his citations without ex¬ 
ception is from memory. He adds, 
however, that the Apostle’s memory 
reverts occasionally to the Hebrew 
text, as well as to that of the Septu¬ 
agint. See an article in the Christian 
Remembrancer for April, 1848, on Grin- 
tield’s Hellenistic Ed. of the N. T. 

2 We must not, however, press these 
considerations too far, especially when 
we take Phil. iii. 5 into consideration. 

Hr. Schaff presents the subject under a 
different view, as follows: ‘Certain it 
is that the groundwork of Paul’s intel¬ 
lectual and moral training was Jewish : 


yet he had at least some knowledge of 
Creek literature, whether lie. acquired 
it in Tarsus, or in Jerusalem under 
Gamaliel, who himself was not altoge¬ 
ther averse to the Hellenistic philoso¬ 
phy, or afterwards in his missionary 
journeyings and liis continual inter¬ 
course with Hellenists.’— J list, of the 
Christian Church. 

3 Acts xxiii. 16. 

< vSt. Paul’s ready use of the spoken 
Aramwic np|>ears in his speech upon 
the stairs of the Castle of Antonia at 
Jerusalem, ‘in the Hebrew tongue.’ 
This familiarity, however, he would 
necessarily have acquired during his 
studeut-lffe at Jerusalem, if he had 
not possessed it before. The difficult 
question of the ‘ Gift of Tongues ’ will 
be discussed in Chap. XI(X* 
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hereditary Judaism. ‘ Are they Hebrews ? so am I. Are they Israel¬ 
ites ( so am I. Are they the seed of Abraham ? so am I.’ 1 —'A 
Pharisee ’ and ‘ the son of a Pharisee.’ 2 —‘Circumcised the eighth 
day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
f he Hebrews .’ 3 

There is therefore little doubt that, though the native of a city 
filled with a Greek population and incorporated with the Roman 
Empire, yet Saul was born and spent his earliest days in the shelter 
of a'home which was Hebrew, not in name only but in spirit. The 
Roman power did not press upon his infancy : the Greek ideas did 
not haunt his childhood : but he grew up an Israelitish boy, nurtured 
in those histbi’les of the chosen people which ho was destined so often 
to repeat in the'synagogues, 4 with the new and wonderful commen¬ 
tary supplied by the life and resurrection of a crucified Messiah. 
‘From a child he knew the Scriptures,’ which ultimately made him 
‘ wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus,’ as he 
says of Timothy in the second-Epistle (iii. 15). And the groups 
around his childhood wore such as that which he beautifully de¬ 
scribes in another part of the same letter to that disciple, where he 
speaks of ‘liis grandmother Lois, and his mother Eunice.’ (i. 5.) 

Wo should be glad to know something of the mother of St. Paul. 
But though he alludes to his father, he does not mention her. He 
speaks of himself as set apart by God ‘ from his mother’s womb,’ 
that the Son of God should in due time be revealed in him, and by 
him preached to the Heathen. 3 But this is all. We find notices of 
his sister and his sister’s son, 1, and of some more distant relatives: 7 
but we know nothing of her who was nearer to him than all of them. 
He tells us of his instructor Gamaliel ; but of her, who, if she lived, 
was his earliest and best teacher, he tells us nothing. Did she die 
like Rachel, the mother of Benjamin, the great ancestor of his tribe ; 
leaving his father to mourn and set a monument on her grave, like 
Jacob, by the way- of Bethlehem ! e Or did she live to grieve over 
her son’s apostasy from the faith of the Pharisees, and die herself 
unreconciled to the obedience of Christ 1 Or did she believe and 
obey the Saviour of her son ! These are questions which we cannot 
answer. If -we wish to realise the earliest infancy of the Apostle, 
we must bo content with a simple picture of a Jewish mother and 
her child. Such a picture is presented to us in the short history of 
Elizabeth and John the Baptist, and what is wanting in one of the 
inspired Books of St. Luke may be supplied, in some degree, by the 
other. 

The same feelings which welcomed the birth and celebrated the 
naming of a son in the ‘ hill country ’ of Judaea, 9 prevailed also 
among the Jews of the dispersion. As the ‘ neighbours and cousins ’ 
of Elizabeth ‘ heard how the-Lord had showed great mercy upon her, 
and rejoiced with her,’—so it would be in the household at Tarsus, 
when Saul was born. In a nation to which the birth of a Messiah 

1 2 Cor. xi. 22. 3 Cod. i. 15. 

2 Acts xxiii. 0. 6 Acts xxiii. 1G. 

:1 Phil. iii. 5. 7 Rom. xvi. 7, 11, 21. 

1 Acts xiii. 1G—41 j sec xvii. 2,3, 10, 8 Gen. xxxv. 16-20, xlviii. 7. 

11, xxviii. 23 9 Luke i. 39. 
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was promised, and at a period when the aspirations after the fulfil- 
* ment of the promise were continually becoming more conscious and 
more urgent, the birth of a son was the fulfilment of a mother’s 
highest happiness : and to the father also (if we may thus invert the 
words of Jeremiah) ‘ blessed was the man who brought tidings, 
saying, A man child is born unto thee; making him glad.’ 1 On 
the eighth day the child was circumcised and named. In the case 
of John the Baptist, ‘ they sought to call him Zacharias, after the 
name of his father. But his mother answered, and said, so ; 
but he shall be called John,’ And when the .appeal jj’h.s made to 
his father, he signified his assent, in obedience to the vision. It 
was not unusual, on the one hand, to call a Jewisli.child after the 
name of^ his father; and, on the other hand, it>. was a common 
practice, in all ages of Jewish history, even without a prophetic 
intimation, to adopt a name expressive of religious feelings. When 
the infant at Tarsus received the name of Saul, it might be ‘ after 
the name of his father and it. yj;a» a name of traditional celebrity 
in the tribe of Benjamin, for it was that of the first king anointed 
by Samuel. 2 Or, when his father said ‘ his name is Saul,' it may 
have been intended to denote (in conformity with the Hebrew deri¬ 
vation of the word) that he was a son who had long been desired, 
the first born of his parents, the child of prayer, who was thence¬ 
forth, like Samuel, to be consecrated to Bod. 1 ‘ For this child 1 
prayed,’ said the wife of K11. an all ; ’and the Ford hath given me 
my petition which 1 asked of Ilim : therefore also I have lent, him 
to the Bold ; as long as he livetli he shall bo lent unto the Lord. 1 
Admitted into covenant with Hod by circumcision, the Jewish 
child had thenceforward a full claim to all the privileges of the chosen 
people. His was the benediction of the 12Sth I’salm : ‘The Bold 
shall bless thee out of Zion : thou shall see the good of Jerusalem 
all the days of thy life.’ From that time, whoever it might be 
who watched over Saul’s infancy, whether, like king Bemnel,‘ho 
learnt ‘the prophecy that his mother taught, him,’or whether ho 
was under the care of others, like those who were with the sons of 
king David and king Aliab l! --wo are at 110 loss to learn what the 
first ideas were, with which his early thought, was made familiar. 
The rules respecting the diligent, education of children, which were 
laid down by Moses in the tith and 11th chapters of Deuteronomy, 
were doubtless carefully observed : and be was trained in that 
peculiarly historical instruction, spoken of in the 7H1h Psalm, which 
implies the continuance of a chosen people, with glorious recollections 
of the past, and great anticipations for the future : “1 he Bord made 
a covenant with Jacob, and gave Israel a law, which He commanded 
our forefathers to teach their children ; that their posterity might 


1 .Ter. xx. 15. 

2 ‘ A name frequent and common in 
the tribe of Benjamin ever since the 
first King of Israel, who was of that 
name, was chosen out of that tribe ; 
in memory whereof they were wont to 
give their children this name at their 
circumcision.’ — Cave, i. 3; but he 


gives no proof. 

3 This is suggested by Xeandcr. 

1 1 f*hm. i. 27, 28. 

Prov. xxxi. 1. Cf. Susanna, 3 
2 Tim. iii. 15, with 1 Tim. i. 5. 

o 1 Chron. xxvii. 32; 2 Kings x. 1, 
5. Cf. Joseph. Life, 70 ; Ant. xvi. 
ii, 3. 



36 ' The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. [ch. 

know it, and the children which were yet unborn; to the intent 
that when they came up, they might show their children the safne: 
that they might put their trust in God, and not to forget the works 
of the Lord, but to keep his commandments ’ (ver. 5-7). The 
histories of Abraham and Tsaac, of Jacob and his twelve sons, of 
Moses among the bulrushes, of Joshua and Samuel, Elijah, Daniel, 
and the Macgabees, were the stories of his childhood. The destruc¬ 
tion* of Pharaoh in the Red Sea, the thunders of Mount Sinai, the 
dreary journeys in the wilderness, the land that flowed with milk and 
honey,—tins was the earliest imagefy presented to his opening 
mind. Thij triumphant hymns of Zion, the lamentations by the 
waters of Babylon, the prophetic praises of the Messiah, were the 
songs around his cradle. 

Above all, he would be familiar with the destinies of his own 
illustrious tribe. 1 The life of the timid Patriarch, the father of the 
twelve ; the sad death of Rachel near the city where the Messiah 
was to be born ; the loneliness ‘of Jacob, who sought to comfort 
himself in Benoni ‘the son of her sorrow,’ by calling him Benjamin 3 
‘ the son of his right hand ; ’ and then the youthful days A this 
youngest of the twelve brethren, the famine, and the journeys into 
Egypt, the severity of Joseph, and the wonderful story of the silver 
cup in the mouth of the sack;—these are the narratives to which he 
listened with intense and eager interest. How little was it imagined 
that, as Benjamin was the youngest and most honoured of the Patri¬ 
archs, so this listening child of Benjamin should be associated with 
the twelve servants of the Messiah of God, the last and most illus¬ 
trious of the Apostles ! But many years of ignorance were yet to 
pass away, before that mysterious Providence, which brought Ben¬ 
jamin to Joseph in Egypt, should bring his descendant to the know¬ 
ledge and love of J us us, the Son of Mary. Some of the early 
Christian writers 3 see in the dying benediction of Jacob, when he said 
that ‘ Benjamin should ravin as a wolf, in the morning devour the 
prey, and at night divide the spoil,’ a prophetic intimation of him 
who, in tho morning of his life, should tear the sheep of God, and 
in its evening feed them, as the teacher of tho nations. 4 When St. 
Paul was a child and learnt the words of this saying, no Christian 
thoughts were associated with it, or with that other more peaceful 
prophecy of Moses, when he said of Benjamin, ‘ The beloved of 
the Lord shall dwell in safety by Him : and the Lord shall cover him 
all tho day long, and he shall dwell between His shoulders.’ 5 But 


1 It may be thought that here, and 
below, p. 45, too much prominence has 
been given to the attachment of a Jew 
in the Apostolic age to his own parti¬ 
cular tribe. It is difficult to ascertain 
how far the tribe-feeling of early times 
lingered on in combination with the 
national feeling, which grew‘up after 
the Captivity. But when we consider 
the care with which the genealogies 
were kept, and when we find the tribe 
of Barnabas specified (Acts iv. 86), 
and also of Anna the prophetess (Luke 
ii. 86), and when we find St. Paul 


alluding in a pointed manner to his 
tribe (see Rom. xi. 1, Phil. iii. 5, and 
compare Acts xiii. 21, and also xxvi. 
7), it does not seem unnutural to be¬ 
lieve that pious families of so famous 
a stock as that of Benjamin should 
retain the hereditary enthusiasm of 
their sacred clanship.* See, moreover, 
Matt. xix. 28; Rev. v. 5, vii. 4-8. 

a Gen. xxxv. 18. 

5 Gen. xlix. 27. 

4 e.g. Tertullian. 

6 Dent, xxxiii. 12, 
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iie was familiar with the prophetical words, and could follow in 
imagination the fortunes of the sons of Benjamin, and knew how 
they went through the wilderness with Rachel’s other children, the 
tribes of Ephraim and Manaaseh, forming with them the third of the 
four companies on the march, and reposing with them at lyght on 
the west of the encampment. 1 * He heard how their lands were as¬ 
signed to them in the promised country along the borders of Judah: 4 
and how Saul, whose name he bore, was chosen from tho tribe which 
was the smallest, 3 when ‘ little Benjamin ” became the ‘rulof ’ of 
Israel. He knew that when? the ten tribes revolted, Bmtjamin was 
faithful: 5 * and he learnt to follow its honourable history even into 
the dismal years of the Babylonian Captivity, when»Mordecai, ‘a 
Benjamite who had been carried away,’ 1 ' saved the nation : and when, 
instead of destruction, ‘the Jews,’ through him, ‘had light, and 
gladness, and joy, and honour : and in every province, and in 
every city, whithers<*5ver the king’s commandment and his decree 
came, the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a good day. And 
many of the people of the land became Jews ; for tho fear of the 
Jews fell upon them.’ 7 , _ , 

Such were the influences which cradled the infancy of bt. Paul ; 
and such was the early teaching under which his mind gradually 
rose to the realisation of his position as a Hebrew child in a city of 
Gentiles. Of tho exact period of his birth wo possess no authentic 
information. 8 From a passage in a sermon attributed to St. Chry¬ 
sostom, it has been inferred " that he was born in the year 2 11 . 0 . of 
our era. The date is not improbable ; but tho genuineness of tho 
sermon is suspected ; and if it was tho undoubted work of the 
eloquent Father, we have no reason to believe that he possessed any 
certain means of ascertaining the fact. Nor need we be anxious to 
possess the information. We have a bettor chronology than that 
which reckons by years and months. We know that St. Paul was 
a young man at the time of St. Stephen’s martyrdom, and there- 
fore we know what were the features of the period, and what the 
circumstances of the world, at the beginning of liis eventful life. 
Ho must have been bom in the later years of Herod, or the earlier 
of his son Archelaus. It was the strongest and most flourishing 
time of the reign of Augustus. The world was at peace ; tlio 
pirates of the Levant were dispersed ; and Cilicia was lying at rest, 
or in stupol* with other provinces, under the wide shadow of the 
Roman power. Many governors had ruled there since tho days ot 
Cicero. Athonodorus, the emperor’s tutor, had been one of them. 
It was about the time when Horace and Miecenas died, with others 
whose names will never be forgotten : and it was about the time 
when Caligula was bom, with others who were destined to make the 
world miserable. Thus is the epoch fixed in the manner in which 


1 Numb. ii. 18-24 ; x. 22-24. 

* Josh, xviii. ljL 

3 1 Sam. ix. 21. 

* Ps. lxviii. 27. 

6 2 Chron. xi.: see 1 Kings xii. 

* Esther ii. 6, 6. 

7 Esther viii. 16, 17. 

* As regards the chronology of St. 


Paul’s life, it is enough to refer to Ch. 
IV. aad especially to the appendix at 
the end of the work 

» This is on the supposition that he 
died a.i>. 6G, at the age of 68. 

i° Acta vii. 68. It must be remem¬ 
bered, however, that the term 
was applied to all men under 40. 
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the imagination most easily apprehends it. During this pause in 
the world’s history St. Paul was born. 

It was a pause, too, in the history of the sufferings of the Jews. 
That lenient treatment which had been begun by Julius Caesar was 
continued by Augustus ; 1 and the days of severity were not yet 
come, when Tiberius and Claudius drove them into banishment, 
and Caligula ^oppressed them with every mark of contumely and 
scorn. We have good reason to believe that at the period of the 
Apostle’s birth the Jews were unmolested at Tarsus, where his 
father lived and enjoyed the rights of a Roman citizen. It is a 
mistake to s.\i]:>pose that this citizenship was a privilege which be¬ 
longed to the members of the family, as being natives of this city. 2 
Tarsus was not a mnnicijnum, nor was it a colonia , like Philippi in 
Macedonia, 3 or Antioch in Pisidia ; but it was a ‘ free city’ 4 * ( urbs 
libera ), like the Syrian Antioch and its neighbour-city, Seleucia on 
the sea. Such a city had the privilege of being'go verne d by its own 
magistrates, and was exempted from the occupation of a Roman 
garrison, hut its citizens did not necessarily possess the civitas of 
Rome. Tarsus had received great benefits both from Julius Csesar 
and from Augustus, but the father of St. Paul was not on that account 
a Roman citizen. This privilege had been granted to him, or had 
descended to him, sis an individual right ; he might have purchased 
it for a 1 large sum’ of money p but it is more probable that it 
came to him sis a reward of services rendered, during the civil wars, 
to some influential Roman. 0 We should not be in serious error, 
if we were to say, in language suggested by the narrative of St. 
Stephen’s martyrdom (Acts vi. 9), that St. Paul’s father was a 
Cilicuui Libert'uum. 1 That Jews were not unfrecjuently Roman 
citizens, we learn from Josephus, who mentions in the 4 Jewish 
War’ 8 some even of the equestrian order who were illegally scourged 
and crucified by Florus at Jerusalem ; and (what is more to our 
present point) enumerates certain of his countrymen who possessed 
the Roman franchise at Ephesus, in that important series of decrees 
relating to the Jews, which were issued in the time of Julius Ctesar, 
and are preserved in the fourteenth hook of the ‘ Antiquities.’ y The 


1 Cic.sar, like Alexander, treated the 
Jews with much consideration. Sue¬ 
tonius speaks in strong terms of their 
grief at his death. Augustus per¬ 
mitted the largess, when it fell on a 
Sabbath, to be put off till the next day. 

2 Some of the older biographers of 
St. Paul assume this without any hesi¬ 
tation : and the mistake is very fre¬ 
quent still. It is enough to notice 
that the Tribune (Acts xxi. 39, fexii. 
21) knew that St. Paul was a Tarsian, 
without being aware that he ^as a 
citizen. 

3 Acts xvi. 12. 

4 It appears that Ant oil v gave Tar¬ 

sus the privileges of an tJrbs libera , 

though it had previously taken the 

side of Augustus, and been named 

Juliopolis. 6 Acts xxii. *28. 


*’ (heat numbers of Jews were made 
sla\es in the Civil Wars, and then 
manumitted. A slave manumitted 
with due formalities became a Roman 
citizen. Thus it is natural to suppose 
that the Apostle, with other Cilicinn 
Jew’s, may have t>cen, like Horace, 
libertino pat re natus. (Sat. l. vi. 45.) 

7 Tin** suggestion is due to Wieseier, 
who translates the verse which de¬ 
scribes Stephen's great opponents, so 
as to mean ‘Libertines’ from ‘Pyrene, 
Alexandria,Cilicia, and Asia.’ We think, 
as is observed below (p. 50, note 6), 
that another view is more natural: but 
at least we should observe that we find 
Saul, a Homan citizen , actively co¬ 
operating in persecution with those 
who are called Ltbertini. 

* JVar , ii. 14, 9. 9 Ant. xiv. 10, 3. 
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family of St. Paul were in the same position at Tarsus as those who 
wefe Jews of Asia Minor and yet citizens of Rome at Ephesus; and 
thus it came to pass, that, while many of his cotemporaries were 
willing to expend ‘ a large sum ’ in the purchase of ‘ this freedom,' 
the Apostle himself was ‘ free-born.’ # 

The question of the double name of ‘ Saul ’ and * Paul ’ will 
require our attention hereafter, when we come in the course of our 
narrative to that interview with Sergius Paulas in Cyprus, coinci- 
dently with which the appellation in the Acts of the Apostl?s is 
suddenly changed. Many opinions have been held on tins sub ject, 
both by ancient and modern theologians. 1 At present it will be 
enough to say, that, though we cannot overlook the coincidence, or 
believe it*aeeidental, yet it is most probable that lutth names were 
borne by him in his childhood, that ‘ Saul’ was the name of his 
Hebrew home, and ‘ Paul ’ that by which he was known among the 
Gentiles. It will bo,observed that ‘ I’aiiht.t.’ the name by which 
he is always mentioned after his* departure from Cyprus, and by 
which he always designates himself in his Epistles, is a Roman, not 
a Greek, word. And it will lie remembered, that, among those 
whom he calls his ‘ kinsmen ’ in the Epistle to the Romans, two 
of the number, Junta and Lat in. s, have Roman names, while tho 
others are Greek.- All this may point to a strong Roman connec¬ 
tion. These names may have something to do with that honourable 
citizenship which was an heirloom in the household ; and the appel¬ 
lation 1 Panins’ may be due to some such feelings as those which 
induced the historian Josephus to call himself ‘ Flavius,’ in honour 
of Vespasian and the Flavian family. 

If we turn now to consider the social position of the Apostle's 
father and family, we cannot on the one hand confidently argue, 
from the possession of the citizenship, that they were in the enjoy¬ 
ment of affluence and outward distinction. The firifas of Rome, 
though at that time it could not lie purchased without heavy ex¬ 
pense, did not depend upon any conditions of wealth, where it was 
bestowed by authority. < >11 the other hand, it is certain that the 
manual trade, which we know that St. Paul exercised, cannot be 
adduced as an argument to prove that his circumstances were 
narrow' and mean ; still less, as some have imagined, that he lived 
in absolute poverty. It was a custom among the Jews that all boys 
should learn trade. ‘ What is commanded of a father towards his 
son !’ asks a Talmudic writer. ‘ To circumcise him, to teach him 
the law, to teach him a trade.’ Rabbi Judah saith, ‘ He that 
teaeheth not his son a trade, doth the same as if he taught him to 
he a thief ; ’ and Rabban Gamaliel saith, ‘ He that hath a trade in 
his hand, to what is he like ? he is like a vineyard that is fenced.’ 
And if, in compliance with this good «ind useful custom of the 
Jews, the father of the young Cilieian sought to make choice of a 

1 Origcn says that he had both like l’cter, at his ordination in Antioch, 
names from the first; that he used one Rede, that lie did not receive it till the 
among the Jews, and the other alter- Proconsul was converted; and Jerome, 
wards. Augustine, that he took the that it was meant to commemorate that 
name when he began to preach. C'hry- victory, 
so.-tom, that he received a new title, 2 ltom. xvi. 7, 11, 21. 
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trade, which might fortify his son against idleness, or against 
adversity, none would occur to him more naturally than the profit¬ 
able occupation of the making of tents, the material of which was 
hair-cloth, supplied by the goats of his native province, and sold in 
the markets of the Levant by the well-known name of cilicivni. 1 * 
The most reasonable conjecture is that his father’s business was 
concerned with these markets, and that, like many of his scattered 
country men/, he was actively occupied in the traffic of the Mediter- 
ranfean coasts: and the remote dispersion of those relations, whom 
he montuffis in his letter from Corinth to Rome, is favourable to 
this opinion. But whatever might be the station and.employment 
of his father or his kinsmen, whether they were elevated by wealth 
above, or depressed by poverty below, the average of the Jews of 
Asia Minor and Italy, we are disposed to believe that this family 
were possessed of that highest respectability which is worthy of 
deliberate esteem. The words of Scripture seem to claim for them 
the tradition of a good and rol’gious reputation. The strict piety 
of St. Paul’s ancestors has already been remarked ; some of his 
kinsmen embraced Christianity before the Apostle himself,’ and 
the excellent discretion of his nephew will be the subject of our 
admiration, when we come to consider the dangerous circumstances 
which led to the nocturnal journey from Jerusalem to Caesarea . 3 

But, though a cloud rests on the actual year of St. Paul’s birth, 
and the circumstances of his father’s household must be left to im¬ 
agination, we have the great satisfaction of knowing the exact fea¬ 
tures of the scenery in the midst of which his childhood was spent. 
The plain, the mountains, the river, and the sea still remain to us. 
The rich harvests of corn still grow luxuriantly after the rains in 
spring. The same tents of goat’s hair are still seen covering the 
plains in the busy harvest . 4 There is the same solitude and silence 
in tho intolerable heat and dust of the summer. Then, as now, the 
mothers and children of Tarsus went out in the cool evenings, and 
looked from the gardens round the city, or from their terraced roofs, 
upon the heights of Taurus. The same sunset lingered on the 
pointed summits. The same shadows gathered in the deep ravines. 
The river Gydnus has suffered some changes in the course of 1800 
years. Instead of rushing, as in the time of Xenophon, like the 
Rhone at Geneva, in a stream of two hundred feet broad through 
the city, it now Sows idly past it on the east. The Channel, which 
floated the ships of Antony and Cleopatra, is now filled up ; and 
wide unhealthy lagoons occupy the place of the ancient docks . 5 But 


1 Ilnir-cloth of this kind is manu¬ 
factured at the present day in Asia 
Minor, and the word is still retained 
in French, Spanish, and Italian* 

* ‘ Salute Andronicusand Junia, my 
kinsmen, and my fellow-prisoners, who 
are of note among the Aposiies, who 
also were in Christ before me.’—Rom. 
xvi. 7. 

3 Acts xxiii. 

4 ‘ The plain presented the appear¬ 

ance of an. immense sheet of corn- 


stubble, dotted with small camps of 
tents: these tents are made of hair¬ 
cloth, and the peasantry reside in them 
at this season, while the harvest is 
reaping and the corn treading out.*— 
Beaufort's Karnmania, p. 273. 

5 In Strabo’s day there was an in¬ 
convenient ‘ bar’ at the mouth of the 
Cydnus. Here (as in the case of the 
Py ramus and other rivers on that 
coast) the land has since that time 
encroached on the sea. The unhealthi- 
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its upper waters still flow, as formerly, cold ami clear from the snows 
,,T '{aunts : ami its waterfalls still break over the same rocks, when 
the snows are melting, like the Rhine at Schalt'hauscn. We timl a 
pleasure in thinking that the footsteps of the voting Apostle often 
wandered by the side of this stieam, and that his eves often looked 
on these falls. We can hardly believe that he who spoke So the 
Lystrians of the ‘ rain from heaven,’ and the ‘ fruitful seasons,' and 
of the 4 living God who made heaven and earth and tlu^sea,’ 1 could 
have looked with indifference on beautiful and impressive scenery, 
(lamaliel was celebrated for Ids love of nature : and the yising Jew, 
who was destined to be his most famous pupil, spent his early days 
in the close neighbourhood of much that was well adapted to foster 
such a taste. Or if it be thought that in attributing sjuh feelings to 
him we are writing in the spirit of modern times; and if it be con¬ 
tended that lie would be more influenced b\ the realities of human 
life than by the impressions of nature, then let the youthful Saul 
he imagined on the blinks of the t\\dinis, where it flowed through 
tile city in a stream less clear ami fresh, where the wharves were 
covered with merchandise, in the midst of groups of men in various 
costumes, speaking various dialects. St. ISasi'l says, that in liis day 
Tarsus was a point of union for Syrians, Cilicians, Isaurians, and 
Cappadocians. To those we must, add the < I reek merchant, and the 
agent of Roman luxury. And one more must be added—the Jew, 
— even then the pilgrim of Commerce, trading with every nation, 
and blending with none. In this mixed company Saul, at an early 
age, might become familiar with the activities of life and the diver¬ 
sities of human character, and even in his childhood make some ac¬ 
quaintance with those various races, which in his manhood lie was 
destined to influence. 

We have seen what his infancy was ; we must now glance at his 
boyhood. It is usually the case that the features of a strong cha¬ 
racter display themselves early. J1 is impetuous fiery disposition 
would sometimes need control. Flashes of indignation would reveal 
his impatience and his honesty. 2 The affectionate tenderness of his 
nature would not be without an object of attachment, if that sister, 
who was afterwards married, 3 was his playmate at Tarsus. Thu 
work of tent-making, rather an amusement than a trade, might 
sometimes occupy those young hands, which were marked with the 
toil of years jylien he held them to the view of the IChlers at 
Miletus. 4 His education was conducted at homo rather than at 
school : for, though Tarsus was celebrated for its learning, the 
Hebrew boy would not lightly be exposed to the influence of 
Gentile teaching. Or, if lie went to a school, it was not a Greek 
school, but rather to some room connected with the synagogue, 

ness of the sea-coast near the Gulf of compare Acts xiii. 13; xv. 3H, with 2 
Scandenxm is notorious, as can he tes- Tim. iv, 11. 

Jpfietl by more than one of those who 3 Acts xxiii. 111. 

contributed drawings to tlie quarto 4 Acti^ xx. 34. ‘ Ye yourselves 

edition of this book, which contains know that these hands have ministered 
views of Tarsus ami of the falls of the to my necessities, and to them that 
Cydnus. were with me.’ Compare xviii. 3; 

Acta xiv. 17, 16. 1 Cor. iv. 12; 1 Thess. ii. it; 2 Thess. 

See Acts ix. 1, 2, xxiii. 1—5; and iii. 8. 

E 
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where a noisy class of Jewish children received the rudiments of 
instruction, seated on the ground with their teacher, after the plan¬ 
ner of Mahoniedan children in the East, who may be seen or heard 
at their lessons near the mosque. 1 At such a school, it may be, he 
learnt to read and to write, going and returning under the care of 
Bome'-attendant, according to that custom which he afterwards used 
as an illustration in the Epistle to the Galatians “ (and perhaps he 
remembered his own early days while he wrote the passage) when 
he spoke ot the Law as the Slave who conducts ns to the School of 
Christ. •- His religious knowledge, as his years advanced, was 
obtained from hearing the Law read in the synagogue, from listen¬ 
ing to the arguments and discussions of learned doctors, and from 
that habit of questioning and answering, which was permitted even 
to the children among the Jews. Familiar with the pathetic 
history of the Jewish sull'erings, he would feel his heart tilled with 
that love to his own people which breaks out in the Epistle to 
the Romans (ix. 4, 5) to that people ‘ whose were the adoption 
and the glory and the covenants, and of whom, as concerning the 
liesh, Christ was to come '—a love not then, as it was afterwards, 
blended with love towards all mankind, ‘ to the Jew first, and also 
to the Gentile,’— but rather united with a bitter hatred to the 
Gentile children whom he saw around him. His idea of the 
Messiah, so far as it was distinct, would be the carnal notion of a 
temporal prince a ‘Christ, known after the flesh ’ 3 —and he 
looked forward with the hope of a Hebrew to the restoration of 
1 the kingdom of Israel. ’ 1 He w mild be know n at Tarsus as a child 

of promise, and as one likely to uphold the honour of the Law 

against the half-ilitidel teaching of the day. Rut the time w as draw¬ 
ing near when his training was to become more exact ami syste¬ 
matic. He was destined for the school of Jerusalem. The educational 
maxim of the Jews, at a later period, was as follows :—‘ At five 
years of age, let children begin tlie Scripture: at ten, the Mischna; 
at thirteen, let them he subjects of the Law.'" There is no reason 
to suppose that the general practice was very different before the 

1 Ttiis is Wiitfrn fiom the rccoilco- panird the child to the school. A 
tion of a Mahumt'dan school nt llildah .lewi-h illa-tratiou of a custom well 

in Alenin, where the .. ran Known among the (Ireeks ami Homans 

now he enl red with impunity. The is given hv Ihi.xtmf. He de-scrilies 
eliihlreu, with the teueher, were on a the child a- taken -'to the preceptor 
Mod of upper story like a -licit', w ithin under the -kirt of a lfahhi's cloak, and 
the mosipte. All were -eated mi this ns pm\ ided with honey anti honey- 
tloor, in the wav tle-erihed hy Mahno- cake-, s\ mholi-ing such pas-ages ns 
tilde- hclmv (p. ot). 'l'lie children Rent, xx.xti. lit. Cunt. iv. 11, Ps. 
wrote mi board-, atid recited what thev xix. 10. 
wrote; the master addressed them in 3 J Cor. v. lt>. 
rapid succession: and the confused * Act- i. ti, 

sound of voices was unceasing. For 5 We learn from lluxtorf that at l.'l 

pictures of an l’.g> ptian and a Turkish there was a ceremony something like 
school, -ee the HibU fyo/o/serwo, latl; ('hri-tinn confirmation. The law was 
ami the Cydopwiiia o/ Iliblictl f.itrra - then called a ‘ Fluid of the Law;’ and 
fare, 1817. tilt' father declared in the presence of 

* (ial. iii. 21, where the wortl inao- the .lews that his son fully understood 
euratelv rendered ' Schoolmaster* de- the Law. and was fully responsible for 
Dotes the attendant slave who aeeom- lli-s sins. 
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floating maxims of the great doctors were brought together in the 
Mischna. It may therefore he concluded, with a at long degree of 
probability, that Saul was sent to the Holy City 1 bet ween the ages of 
ten and thirteen. Had it been later than the age of thirteen, he 
could hardly have said that he had been ‘ brought up' in Jerusalem. 

The first time anyone leaves the land of his birth to .visit a 
foreign and distant country, is an important epoch in his life. In 
the case of one who lues taken this lirst journey at an early age, 
and whoso character is enthusiastic and susceptible f>f lively im¬ 
pressions from without, this epoch is usually rcnicmbpred with 
peculiar distinctness. But ifhen the country w hich is Wins visited 
has furnished the imagery for the dreams of childhood, and is felt 
to be more truly the young traveller’s home than the" land he is 
leaving, then the journey assumes the sacred character of a pil¬ 
grimage. The nearest parallel which can be found to the visits of 
the scattered .lews to Jerusalem, is in the periodical expedition of 
the Mahomedan pilgrims to the sanctuary at Mecca. Nor is 
there anything which ought to Nlfoek the mind in such a com¬ 
parison ; for that localising spirit, was the same thing to the Jews 
under the highest sanction, winch it. is to the Mahomedaus 
through the memory of a prophet who was the enemy and not the 
forerunner of Christ. As tin- disciples of Islam may be seen, at. 
stated seasons, flocking towards ('any; or Damascus, the meeting- 
places of the African and Asiatic caravans, -so Saul had often seen 
the Hebrew pilgrims from the interior of Asia Minor come down 
through the passes of the mountains, and join others at Tarsus who 
were bound for Jerusalem. They returned when the festivals were 
over; and he heard them talk of the Holy City, of Herod, ami the 
New Temple, and of the great, teachers and doctors of the haw. 
And at length Saul himselt was to go, to see the land of promise 
and tlu j City of David, and grow up a learned Uabhi ‘ at the feet, 
of Gamaliel.’ 

With his father, or under the care of some other friend older 
than himself, he left Tarsus and went to Jerusalem. It is not 
probable that they travelled by the long and laborious land-journey 
which leads from the CiHcian plain through the detiles of Mount 
Amanus to Antioch, and thence along the rugged I’ho iiieian shore 
through Tyre and Sidoii to Juda a. The Jews, when they went, to 
the festivals^ or to carry contributions, like the MaliomcdaiiH of 
modern days, would follow the lines of mil lira! traffic . ' and now that 
the Eastern Sea had been cleared of its pirates, the obvious course 
would be to travel by water. The Jews, though merchants, were 
not seamen. We may imagine Saul, therefore, setting sail from 
the Cydnu8 on his first voyage, in a Bho-nieian trader, under the 
patronage of the gods of Tyre ; or in company with Greek mariners 
in a vessel adorned witli some mythological emblem, like that 
Alexandrian corn-ship which subsequently brought him to Italy, 

• 

1 That he came from Tarsus at an which knew me from the beginning.' 
earlv age is implied in Acts xxvi. 4.— 1 In isgll, Atsl-el-Kailer went with 

'My manner of life from my youth, his father on board a French brig to 
which waa at thr first among mine own Alexandria, on their way to Mecca, 
nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews, 
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‘ whoB&aign was Castor and Pollux.” 1 Gradually they lost sight of 
Taurus, and the heights of Lebanon came into view. The one hafl 
sheltered his early home, but the other had been a familiar form 
to his Jewish forefathers. How histories would crowd into his 
mind as the vessel moved on over the waves, and he gazed upon 
the furrowed Hanks of the great Hebrew mountain ! Had the 
voyage been taken fifty years earlier, the vessel would probably 
have been bound for l’tolemais, which still bore the name of the 
Greek king# of Egypt ; 2 but in the reign of Augustus or Tiberius, 
it is more likely that she sailed round the headland of Carmel, and 
came to anchor in the new harboui' of C'sesarea,—the handsome 
city which Herod had rebuilt, and named in honour of the 
Emperor. * * 

To imagine Incidents when none are recorded, and confidently to 
lay down a route without any authority, would be inexcusable in 
writing on this subject. Hut to imagine the feelings of a Hebrew 
boy on his first visit to the Holy Land, itr neither difficult nor 
blamable. During this journey Saul bad around him a different 
scenery and different cultivation from w hat be bad been accustomed 
to,—not a river and a wide plain covered with harvests of corn, but 
a succession of bills and valleys, with terraced vineyards watered 
by artificial irrigation. If it was the time of a festival, many 
pilgrims were moving in the same direction, with music and the 
songs of /ion. The ordinary road would probably be that men 
tinned in the Acts, which led from Ciesarca through the town ot 
Antipatl'is 3 (Acts xxiii. Ill). Hut neither of these places would 
possess much interest for a ‘ Hebrew of the Hebrews.’ The one 
was associated with the thoughts of the Romans and of modem 
times ; the other had been built by Herod in memory of Antipater, 
his Idumcan father. But objects were not wanting of the deepest 
interest to a child of Benjamin. Those far hill tops on the left 
were close upon Mount Gilboa, even if the very place could not be 
seen where ‘the Rhilistines fought against Israel . . . and the 

battle went sore against Saul . . . and he fell on his sword 

. . . and died, and his three sons, and his armour-bearer, and 

all his men, that same day together.’ 1 After passing through the 
lots of the tribes of Manasseh and Ephraim, the traveller from 
Ciesarca came to the borders of Benjamin. The children of Rachel 
were together in Canaan as they had been in the desert. The lot 
of Benjamin was entered near Bethel, memorable for the piety of 
Jacob, the songs of Deborah, the sin of Jeroboam, and the zeal 
of JosiahA Onward a short distance, was Gibeali, the home of 
Saul when he was anointed King' 1 , and the scene of the crime 
and desolation of the tribe, which made it the smallest of the 
tribes of Israel . 7 Might it not bo too truly said concerning the 

1 Acts xxviii. II. xxi. 7. 

* Set*, for instance, l Mncci^i. v. lo, 3 Sec j». 22, n. 4. 
x. 1. Ptolcmnis was still a busy sen- < 1 Sam. xxxi. 1—6. 

i tort in St. Paul’s dav, though Ciesarca 5 Ren. xxviii, 19; Judg. iv. 5; 1 

lad become the most important harbour, Kings xii. 29; 2 Kings xxiii. 15. 
and indeed (politically) the most im- 8 1 Sam. x. 20, xv. 34. 
portant city, in Palestine. See Acts 7 Judgea xx. 43. &c. 
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I^r^elites even of that period : 4 They have deeply eorruptod them¬ 
selves, as in the days of Gibeah : therefore the Lord will remember 
their iniquity, He will visit their sins ’ ( 1 At a later stage of his 
life, such thoughts of the unbelief and iniquity of Israel accom¬ 
panied St. Paul wherever he went. At the early age of twelve 
years, all his enthusiasm could find an adequate object in the 
earthly Jerusalem ; the first \*iew of which would be descried about 
this part of the journey. From the time when the # hne of Jhe 
city wall was seen, all else was forgotten. The further .border of 
Benjamin was almost reached? The Rabbis said that tin 9 boundary 
line of Benjamin and Judah, the two faithful tribes, passed through 
the Temple. And this City and Temple was the common sanctuary 
of all Israelites. ‘ Thither the tribes go up, e\en tlfe tribes of the 
Lord : to testify unto Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the 
Lord. There is little Benjamin their ruler, and flu* princes of 
Judah their council,* the princes of Zebuloii and the princes of 
Nephthali : for there is the seat oT judgment, even the scat of the 
house of David.* And now the Temple's glittering roof was seen, 
with the buildings of Zion crowning the eminence above it, and 
the ridge of the Mount of Olives rising high over all. And now 
the city gate was passed, with that, thrill of the heart which none 
but a Jew could know. ‘Our feet stand within thy gates, O 
Jerusalem. O pray for the peace of Jerusalem : they shall prosper 
that love thee. Peace be within thy walls • ami plenteousm-sa 
within thy palaces. O God, wonderful art thou in thy holy places : 
even the God of Israel. He will give strength and power unto 
His people. Blessed be God. 

And now that this young enthusiastic .lew is come into the land 
of his forefathers, and is about to receive his education in the schools 
of the Holy City, we mav pans* to give some description of the state 
of Judiea and Jerusalem We June seen that it is impossible to lix 
the exact date of bis arrival, but we know the general features of 
the period ; and we can easil\ form to ourselves some idea of the 
political and religious condition of Palestine. 

Herod was now dead. The Grant had been called to his last 
account ; and that eventful reign, which bad destroyed the nation¬ 
ality of the Jew’s, while it maintained their apparent independence, 
w’aa over. It^ is most likely that Archelans also had ceased to 
govern, and was already in exile. His accession to power had been 
attended with dreadful fighting in the streets, with bloodshed at 
sacred festivals, and with wholesale crucifixions ; his reign of ten 
years was one continued season of disorder and discontent ; and, at 
last, ho was banished to Vienna on the Rhone, that Judiea might 
be formally constituted into a Roman province. 3 We suppose Haul 


* ix. 9. 

* Soc IV. Ixviii. am! oxxii 

While the question of succession 
w»* landing, ihe Homan soldiers under 
Nihinus had a de.qwratc conflict with 
the Jew**. Fighting and »a<-rifbing 
went on together. Varus, the governor 
°* Syria, inarched from Antioch to 


Jcrteoilcrn, and 2,000 Jew* were cruci¬ 
fied. llcrodmii fairely, aft* r their 

father*** death had gone to Horne, 
when* Augu-fm received f!i*m in the 
Temple of Apollo. A r< In hiti-* had 
never the title of king, though bhr 
fattier had deaired it. 
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to have come from Tarsus to Jerusalem when one of the four 
governors, who preceded Pontius Pilate, was in power,—eifher 
Coponius or Marcus Ambivius, or Annins Rufus, or Valerius Gratus. 
The governor resided in the town of Caesarea. Soldiers were quar¬ 
tered £here and at Jerusalem, and throughout Judtea, wherever the 
turbulence of the people made garrisons necessary. Centurions 
were in the country towns : 1 soldiers«>n the banks of the Jordan. 2 
There was iA> longer even the show of independence. The revolu¬ 
tion , of which Herod hud sown the seeds, now came to maturity. 
The only change since his death in the appearance of the country 
was that everything became more Roman than before. Roman 
money was 1 current in the markets. Roman words were incorpo¬ 
rated in the pdpular language. Roman buildings were conspicuous 
in all the towns. Even those two independent principalities which 
two sons of Herod governed, between the provinces of Judrea and 
Syria, exhibited all the general character of the epoch. Philip, 
thetetrarch of Gaulonitis, called Rethsaida, on the north of the lake 
of Gennesareth, by the name of Julias, in honour of the family 
who reigned at Rome. Antipas, the tetrarcli of Galilee, built Ti¬ 
berias on the south of the same lake, in honour of the emperor 
who about this time (a. i>. 14) succeeded his illustrious step-father. 

These political changes had been attended with a gradual altera¬ 
tion in the national feelings of the Jews with regard to their 
religion. That the sentiment of political nationality was not extin¬ 
guished was proved too well by all the horrors of Vespasian’s and 
Hadrian’s reigns ; but there was a growing tendency to cling rather 
to their Law and Religion as the centre of their unity. The great 
conquests of the Heathen powers mav have been intended by 
Divine Providence to prepare this change in the-Jewish mind. Even 
under the Maccabees, the idea of the state began to give place, in 
some degree, to the idea of religious life. Lndcr Herod, the old 
unity was utterly broken to pieces. The high priests were set up 
and put down at his caprice ; and the jurisdiction of the Sanhedrin 
was invaded by the most arbitrary interference. I’nder the go¬ 
vernors, the power of the Sanhedrin was still more abridged ; and 
high priests were raised and deposed, as the Christian patriarchs 
of Constantinople have for some ages been raised and deposed by 
the Sultan: so that it is often a matter of great difficulty to ascer¬ 
tain who was high priest of Jerusalem in any given year at this 
period. 3 Thus the hearts of the Jews turned more and more to¬ 
wards the fulfilment of Prophecy,— to the practice of Religion,—to 
the interpretation of the Law. All else was now hopeless. Tho 
Pharisees, the Scribes, and the Lawyers were growing into a more 
important body even than tho Priests and the Levites ; 1 and that 
system of ‘Rabbinism’ w.cj beginning, ‘which, supplanting the 
original religion of the Jews, became, after the ruin of the Temple 

' f.ukc vii. 1 — 10. priests. It is remarkable that we do 

* I.ukc iii. I t. not read of ‘Schools of the Prophets ’ 

3 See Acts xxiii. 5. in anv of the Lcvitical cities. In these 

< In earlier periods of Jewish his- schools, some were Lcvites, ns Samuel; 
torv, the prophets seem often to have some belonged to the other tribes, as 
been a more - influential body than the Saul and David. 
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and the extinction of the public worship, a now bond of national 
union, the great distinctive feature in the character of modern 
Judaism.’ 1 

The Apostolic aye was remarkable for the growth of learned Rab¬ 
binical schools ; but of these the most eminent were the rival schools 
of Hillel and Schammai. These sages of the law were spnkcntbf by 
the Jew's, and their proverbs jpioted, as the seven wise men were 
<jnoted by tho Greeks. Their traditional systems nm,thr<>iigh all 
the Talmudical writings, as the doctrines of the Sootists and 
Thomists run through the Middle Ages.* Moth were 4’harisaie 
schools : but the former upheld the honour of tradition as even 
superior to tho law ; the latter despised the traditiomst.%when they 
clashed with Moses. The antagonism between them was so great, 
that it was said that even 1 Klijah the Tishbite would never be able 
to reconcile the disciples of Hillel and Schammai 

Of these two schools, that of Hillel was by far the most, influen¬ 
tial in its own (lay, and its decisions, ha\sS been held authoritative 
by the greater number of later ltabbis. The most eminent orna¬ 
ment of this school was Oamalie), whose fame is celebrated in tho 
Talmud, llillel was the father of Simeon, and Simeon the fat her of 
(lamaliel. It lues been imagined by some that Simeon was the same 
old man who took the infant Saviour 111 Ins arms, and pronounced 
the Nine- Diinittis.'-' It is dillicult to give : conclusive proof of this; 
but there is no doubt that this (lamaliel was the same who wisely 
pleaded the cause of St. Meter and the other Apostles,* and who 
had previously educated the future Apostle St. Maul.'' His learn¬ 
ing wius so eminent, and his character so revered, that he is one of 
the seven who alone among Jewish doctors have been honoured 
with the title of ‘ Rabban.’" As Aipunas, among the schoolmen, was 
called / fort or .1 ntjelie njjj, and Monav out urn /*■>, fo< Sn ti/ilunix, sotla- 
maliel was called the ‘ lieauty of the haw;' and it is a saying of the 
Talmud, that ‘since Rabban (lamaliel died, the glory of tin* Law 
lues ceased.’ He was a Mharisee ; but anecdotes are told of him, 
which show that he was not trammelled by the narrow bigotry of 
the sect. He had no antipathy to (bedrock learning. He rose 
above the prejudices of lus party. Our impulse is to class him with 
the best of the Mharisees, like Nicodomus and Joseph of Arima- 
th.oa. Candour and wisdom seem to have been featmes of his cha¬ 
racter ; and this agrees with what we r< ad of him ill the Ai ts of the 
A>stles,* that he was ‘had in reputation of all the people,’ and 

’ Mihllan's //r»/nry nj the Jews. Vol. hew he eollM reeelieile this wiltl tile 
lit. p. 1(10. Jewish law, lie replleil, that I he halll 

1 Sis* Pridcatix's ('onnrrfwn, |eirl was there Is-1..re lie- statue; that tile 
H. pref. p. 12, anil beginning of book tiaiti was not m.nle (or lie* goddess, hut 
vin. the -Ijtlie for the hat h. Thohli k, Kllg. 

1 Luke ii. '25—35. tran-1. p. 17. 

* Arts v. 31 — (ft. •■* Arts xxii. 3. " Arts v. 31 Vri Niroilemns an.I 

- a This title- is the same as ‘ KahlsmM Josepli*de. larnl themselves thr (rirmls 

addressed to our bool by Mary Mag- of ( iirist, which (iamaliel nrvrr ih*l. 
dalene. ' * Aw! we should hardly expect to tind 

7 He bathed once at I’lolrmais in an a violent persecutor among the jaipils 
apartment where a statue was erected of a really candid and unprejudiced 
to a Heathen goddess; and tiring asked man. 
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with hfs honoat and intelligent argument when Peter was brought 
before the Council. It has been imagined by some that he became 
a Christian : and why he did not become so is known only to Him 
who understands the secrets of the human heart. But he lived and 
died a Jew ; and a well-known prayer against Christian heretics 
was composed or sanctioned by him. 1 He died eighteen years be¬ 
fore the destruction of Jerusalem, 2 about the time of St. Paul’s 
shipwreck gt Malta, and was buried with great honour. Another 
of his pupils, Onkelos, the author of the celebrated Targum, raised 
to him such a funeral-pile of rich .materials as had never before 
been known, except at the burial of a king. 

If we were briefly to specify the three effects which the teaching 
and example t>f Gamaliel may be supposed to have produced on 
the mind of St. Paul, they would be as follows :—candour and 
honesty of judgment,—a willingness to study and make use of Greek 
authors,—and a keen and watchful enthusiasm for the Jewish law. 
Wo shall see these traits of character soon exemplified in his life. 
But it is time that we should inquire into the manner of communi¬ 
cating instruction, and learn something concerning the pthtce where 
instruction was communicated, in the schools of Jerusalem. 

Until the formation of the hater Rabbinical colleges, which nou¬ 
rished after the Jews were driven from Jerusalem, the instruction 
in the divinity schools seems to have been chiefly oral. There was 
a prejudice against the use of any book except the Sacred Writings. 
The system was one of Scriptural Exegesis. Josephus remarks, at 
the close of his ‘ Antiquities,’* that the one thing most prized by 
his countrymen was power in the exposition of Scripture. ‘ They 
givo to that man,’ he says, ‘the testimony of being a wise man, 
who is fully acquainted with our laws, and is able to interpret their 
meaning.’ So far as we are able to learn from our sources of in¬ 
formation, the method of instruction was something of this kind. 4 
At the meetings of learned men, some passage of the Old Testament 
was taken as a text, or some topic for discussion propounded in 
Hebrew, translated into the vernacular tongue by means of a 
Chaldee paraphrase, and made the subject of commentary : various 
interpretations were given : aphorisms were propounded : allegories 
suggested: and the opinions of ancient doctors quoted and discussed. 
At these discussions the younger students were present, to listen or 
to inquire,- or, in the sacred words of St. Luke, ‘ both hearing them 
and asking them questions for it was a peculiarity of the Jewish 
schools, that the pup.il was encouraged to catechise the teacher. 
Contradictory opinions were expressed with the utmost freedom. 
This is evident from a cursory examination of the Talmud, which 


1 The prayer is given in Mr. Home's 
Introduction to the Scriptures , 8th cd. 
veil. iii. p. 201, as follows: ‘I.el there 
be no hope to them who apostatise 
from the true religion; and let* here¬ 
tic^ how many soever they be, all 
perish as in a moment. And let the 
kingdom of pride he speedily rooted 
out and broken in our days. Messed 
art thou, O Lord our God, who do¬ 


st roves t the wicked, and bringest down 
the proud.’ 

* His son Simoon, who succeeded him 
as presklent of the Council, perished in 
the ruins of the city. 

3 Ant. xx. II, 2.” 

4 See I)r. Kitto’s Cycloptrdia of Bib¬ 
lical literature , article ‘ Schools and 
Synagogues.’ 
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gives us the best notions of the scholastic disputes of the Jews. 
This remarkable body of Rabbinical jurisprudence hits been com¬ 
pared to the Roman body of civil law : but in one respect it might 
suggest a bettor comparison with our own English common law, in 
that it is a vast accumulation of various and often inconsistent pre¬ 
cedents. The arguments and opinions which it contains, show very 
plainly that the Jewish doctore must often have been occupied with 
the most frivolous questions ;—that the ‘ mint, anise, a fid eummjn ’ 
were eagerly discussed, while the ‘ weightier matters of the Ijiw ’ were 
neglected :—but we should not be justified in passing a lsvstv judg¬ 
ment on ancient volumes, which are full of acknowledged ditlicul- 
ties. What wo read of the system of the Cabbala has often the 
appearance of an unintelligible jargon : but in all nj/es it lues been 
true that ‘ the words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened 
by the masters of assemblies .’ 1 If we could look back upon the 
assemblies of the Rabbis of Jerusalem, with (iiuualicl in the 
midst, and Said among the younger Speakers, it is possible that the 
scene would bo as strange and as different. from a place of modern 
education as the schools now scon by travellers in the East differ 
from cotemporary schools in England. lint the same might be 
said of the walks of Plato in the Academy, or the lectures of Aris¬ 
totle in the Lyceum. It is certain that these free and public 
discussions of the Jews tended to create a high degree of general 
intelligence among the people ; that the students were trained 
there in a system of excellent dialectics : that they learnt to express 
themselves 111 a rapid and sententious stile, often with much poetic 
feeling ; and acquired an admirable acquaintance with the words 
of the ancient Scriptures . 4 

These ‘Assemblies of the Wise’ were possibly a continuation of 
the ‘Schools of the Prophets,’which arc mentioned in the historical 
books of the Old Testament . 3 Wherever the earlier meetings were 
held, whether at the gate of the city, or in some more secluded 
place, we read of no buildings for purposes of worship or instruc¬ 
tion before the Captivity. During that melancholy period, when 
the Jews mourned over their separation from the Temple, the neces¬ 
sity of assemblies must have been deeply f<• 11 ,, for united prayer and 
mutual exhortation, for the singing of the ‘ Songs of Zion,’ and for 
remembering the ‘ Word of the Lord.’ When they returned, the 
public reading hf the law became a practice of universal interest: 
and from this period we must date the erec tion of <S'i/uo</»</in-s 4 in 
the different towns of Palestine. So that St. James could say, in 
the council at Jerusalem : ‘ Moses of old time hath in every city 
them that preach him, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath 


* Ecelcs. xii. H. 

■jjt seems tiint half-yearly examine 
,^s were held on four sahhalh* n 
months Adar anti Kin! ( February 
and August), when the scholars nin<f 
recitations and were promoted: tb 
punishments were, contincment, Hog 
gmg, amt excommunication. 


3 I Sam. x.0, xix. 20; 2 Kings ii. 
•">, ft, iv. : ih . 

4 llasntlge assigns the erection of 
nyiuitjoiftten to the time of the Macca¬ 
bees. Metischen says lhat »'/",./* were 
established by Kr.ra ; but lie gives no 
proof, it is probable that they were 
nearly cotemp, .raucous 
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day.’ 1 * To this later period the 74th Psalm maybe referred, whioh 
laments over ‘ the burning of all the synagogues of God in*the 
land. 93 These buildings are not mentioned by Josephus in any of 
the earlier passages of his history. But in the time of the Apostles 
we hac^e the fullest evidence that they existed in all the small towns 
in Judaea, and in all the principal cities where the Jews were dispersed 
abroad. It seems that the synagogues often consisted of two apart- 
mqpts, one Yor prayer, preaching, and the offices of public worship; 
the othei« for the meetings of learned men, for discussions concerning 
questionsMf religion and discipline, sftid for purposes of education. 3 4 
Thus the Synagogues and the Schools cannot be considered as tw’o 
separate subjects. No doubt a distinction must be drawn between 
the smaller schools of the country villages, and the great divinity 
schools of Jerusalem. The synagogue which was built by the Cen¬ 
turion at Capernaum ‘ was unquestionably a far less important place 
than those synagogues in the Holy City, whure ‘the Libertines, and 
Cyrenians, 5 6 and Alexandrians* \fith those of Asia and Cilicia/ rose 
up as one man, and disputed against St. Stephen. 0 We have here 
five groups of foreign Jews,—two from Africa, two from Western 
Asia, and one from Europe ; and there is no doubt that the Israelites 
of Syria, Babylonia, and the East were similarly represented. The 
Rabbinical writers say that there were 480 synagogues in Jerusalem ; 
and though this must be an exaggeration, yet no doubt all shades 
of Hellenistic and Aramaic opinions found a home in the common 
metropolis. It is easy to see that an eager and enthusiastic student 
could have had no lack of excitements to stimulate his religious and 
intellectual activity, if he spent the years of his youth in that city 
‘at the feet of Gamaliel . 7 

It has been contended, that when St. Paul said he was ‘ brought 
up’ in Jerusalem ‘ at the feet of Gamaliel,’ he meant that he had 
lived at the Rabban’s house, and eaten at his table. But the words 
evidently point to the customary posture of Jewish students at a 
school. There is a curious passage in the Talmud, where it is said, 
that ‘from the days of Muses to Rabban Gamaliel, they stood up 
to learn the Law ; but when Rahhan Gamaliel died, sickness came 
into the world, and they sat down to learn the Law.’ We need not 


1 Acts xv. 21. 

* l’s. lxxiv. h. 

3 The place where the Jews mot for 
worship was called Hot hn-Pncvet, as 
opposed to the Bet-ha-Midra"h, where 
lectures were givtn. The latter term 
is ill said to Ik* ummI in Poland and 
tiermany for the place where Jewish 
lectures are given on the Law. 

4 Luke vii. 5. 

5 The beautiful coins c ? Pyrene show 
how entirely it was a Greek fitv, and 
therefore imply that its Jews were 
Hellenistic, like those of Alexandria. 
See above, p. 16, note 3. 

6 Acts vi. 0. It is difficult to classify 

with confidence the synagogues men¬ 
tioned in tnis passage. According to 


Wieseler’s view, mentioned above, only 
one synagogue is intruded, belonging 
to hhertini of certain districts in North¬ 
ern Africa and Western Asia. Others 
conceive that five synagogues are in¬ 
tended, viz the Asian , Cilician , Alex- 
andriun , ('i/renia m, and that of Jewish 
JreeJmen from Italy We think the 
most natural view is to resolve the five 
groups into three, and to suppose thro * 
synagogues, one . isiatic , one A frican , 
and one Kurof>ean. An * Alexandrian 
synagogue,’ built by Alexandrian ar¬ 
tisans who were employed about the 
Temple, is mentioned in the Talmud. 
We have ventured below to use the 
phrase ‘Pilician Synagogue,' which 
cannot involve any serious inaccuracy. 
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atop to criticise this sentence, and it is not easy to reconcile it with 
oth§r authorities on the same subject. ‘ To sit at the feet of a 
teacher ’ was a proverbial expression ; as when Mary is said to have 
‘ sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word.’ 1 But the proverbial ex¬ 
pression must have arisen from a well-known custom. The teacher 
was seated on an elevated platform, or on the ground, and the pupils 
around him on low seats or on4.he floor. Maimonides says 1 How 
do the masters teach \ The doctor sits at the head, and the disciples 
surround him like a crown, that they may all see the doctor and 
hear his words. Nor is the dottor seated on a seat, and tlfe disciples 
on the ground; but all are on seats, or all on the jloor.' St. 
Ambrose says, in liis Commentary on the 1st Kpistle^to the Corin¬ 
thians (xiv.), that 1 it is the tradition of the synagogue that they sit 
while they dispute ; the elders in dignity on high chairs, those 
beneath them on low seats, and the hist of all on mats upon the 
pavement.’ Anil agai* Philo say s, that the children of the Kssenes 
sat at the feet of the masters who ‘interpreted the Caw, and ex¬ 
plained its figurative sense. Anil the same thing is expressed in 
that maxim of the Jews— * Place thyself 111 the dust, at the feet of 

the wise.’ ,. 

Ill this posture the Apostle of the (lentiles spent his schoolboy 
day's, an eager and indefatigable student. ‘ lie that, giveth his 
mind to the law of the Most High, and :s occupied in the medita¬ 
tion thereof, will seek out the wisdom of all the ancient, and be 
occupied in prophecies. He will keep the sayings of the renowned 
men ; and where subtle parables are, he will be there also. He will 
seek out the secrets of grave sentences, and be conversant in dark 
parables. He shall serve among great men, and appear among 
princes : lie will travel through strange countries ; for he hath (lied 
the good and the evil among men.’ J Such w as I he pattern proposed 
to himself by an ardent follower of tin* Kabbis . ami wo cannot 
wonder that Saul, with such a stniidmd before bun, mid with ho 
anient a temperament, ‘outran in Judaism many of bin own age 
ami nation, being more exceedingly zealous of tin* traditions of his 
Fathers.’ 3 Intellectually his mind was trained to logical acuteness, 
lus memory became weli stored with ‘hard sentences of old, and 
lie acquired the facility of quick and apt quotation of Scripture. 
Morally, he was a strict observer of the requirements of the Law ; 
and, while lie led a careful conscientious life, after the example of 
his ancestors,* he gradually imbibed the spirit, of a fervent perse¬ 
cuting zeal. Among his fellow-students, who flocked to Jerusalem 
from Egypt and Babylonia, from the coasts of (*recce and liis native 
(’ilicia, he was known and held in high estimation as a rising light 
in Israel. And if we may draw a natural inference from another 
sentence of the letter which has just beeYi quoted, he was far fr«*m 
“ tylferent to the praise of men.'*' Students of the Law were called 

le holy people and* we know one occasion when it was said, 

* Luke x. 31): see viii. 35. conciliate men ? . . • • N*y» 1 

* Kcclus. xxxix. 1-4. Mill strove (as once I did) m please 

J GnL i. 14. men, I should not be the servant of 

4 2 Tim. i. 3. Christ/ 

* GaL i. 10. ‘Am I now &*» king to 
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‘ This people who knoweth not the Law are cursed.’ 1 And we call 
imagine him saying to himself, with all the rising pride of a Suc¬ 
cessful Pharisee, in the language of the Book of Wisdom : ‘ I 
shall have estimation among the multitude, and honour with the 
elders? though I be young. I shall bo found of a quick conceit in 
judgment, and shall be admired in the sight of great men. When I 
hold my tongue, they shall bide my leisure ; and when I speak, they 
shaH give good ear unto me.’ 2 

Whilo thus ho was passing through the busy years of his student- 
life, nursiifg his religious enthusiasm and growing in self-righteous- 
ness, otheijp were advancing towards their manhood, not far from 
Jerusalem, of .whom then ho knew nothing, but for whoso cause he 
was destined to count that loss which now was his highest gain. 3 
There was one at Hebron, the son of a priest ‘of the course of 
Abia,’ who was soon to make his voice heard throughout Israel as 
the preacher of repentance ; there were boys by the Lake of 
Galilee, mending their fathers’ nets, who were hereafter to be the 
teachers of the world ; and there was one, at Nazareth, for the 
sake of whose love—they, and Saul himself, and thousands of faith¬ 
ful hearts throughout all future ages, should unite in saying :—‘ Ho 
must increase, but I must decre.'ise.’ It is possiblo that Gamaliel 
may have been one of those doctors with whom Jesus was found 
conversing in the Temple. 11 in probable that Saul may have been 
within the precincts of the Temple at some festival, when Mary and 
Joseph came up from Galileo. It is certain that the eyes of the 
Saviour and of His future disciple must often have rested on the 
same objects,—the same crowd of pilgrims and worshippers,—the 
same walls of the Holy City,—the same olives on the other side of 
the valley of Jehoshapliat. But at present they were strangers. 
The mysterious human life of Jesus was silently advancing towards 
its great consummation. Saul was growing more and more familiar 
with the outward observances of the Law, and gaining that expe¬ 
rience of the ‘ spirit of bondage ' which should enable him to under¬ 
stand himself, and to teach to others, the blessings of the ‘ spirit of 
adoption.’ lie was feeling the pressure of that yoke, which, in tho 
words of St. Peter, ‘neither his fathers nor he ivere able to bear.’ 
He was learning (in proportion as his conscientiousness increased) 
to tremble at the slightest deviation from the Law ap jeopardising 
salvation : ‘ whence arose that tormenting scrupulosity which in¬ 
vented a number of limitations, in order (by such self-imposed 
restraint) to guard against every possible transgression of the 
Law. ’ 4 The struggles of t his period of his life lie has himself 
described in the seventh chapter of Homans. Meanwhile, year 
after year passed away. John the Baptist appeared by the waters 
of the Jordan. Tho greatest event of the world’s history was 
finished on Calvary. The sacrifice for sin was offered at a time 
when sin appealed to bo ‘the most triumphant. At the period of 
the Crucifixion, three of the principal persons who demand the 
historian’s attention are the Enqieror Tiberius, spending his life 
of shameless lust on tho island of Capreie,—liis vile minister, 

1 John vii. 10. * Wi.-.lmn viii. 10-12. 


3 See Phil. iii. 5-7. 


* Xcamler. 
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Sejanus, revelling in cruelty at Runic, ~ and Pontius Pilate, at 
Jerusalem, mingling with the sacrifices the blood of the Galiheans. 1 
Hofr refreshing is it to turn from these characters to such scenes as 
that where St. John receives his Lord's dying words from the cross, 
or where St. Thomas meets Him after the resurrection, to have his 
doubts turned into faith, or where St. Stephen sheds the lino,blood 
of martyrdom, praying for his murderers ! 

This first martyrdom has the deepest interest for us ; since it is 
the first occasion when Saul comes before us in his carry manhoyd. 
Where had he been during these years which we have rapidly passed 
over in a few lilies,— the yea/s in which the foundations of t'hris- 
tianity were laid f We cannot assume that he had remained 
continuously in Jerusalem. Many years had elapsed limb: he came, 
a boy, from his home at Tarsus. He must have attained the age 
of twenty-live or thirty years when our Lord's public ministry began. 
His education was completed ; and we may conjecture, with much 
probability, that he unturned to Tarsus. W hen he says, in the 
first letter to the Corinthians (i.\. 1*),—‘ Have 1 not seen the Lord (' 
and when he speaks in the second (v. It!) of having ‘ know n Christ 
after the flesh,’ he seems only to allude, in the til's! case, to his vision 
on the road to Damascus ; and, 111 the second, to his carnal opinions 
concerning the Messiah, it is hardly conceivable, that if lie had 
been at Jerusalem during our Lord's public ministration there, lie 
should never allude to the fact.' 3 In this case, he would surely have 
been among the persecutors of Jesus, and have referred to this as 
the ground of his remorse, instead of expressing his repentance for 
his opposition merely to the Saviour’s followers. J 

if he returned to the banks of the t'vdniis, he would lind that 
many changes had taken place among his friends in tile interval 
which had brought him from boyhood to manhood. Hut the only 
change in himself was that he brought back with him, to gratify the 
pride of his parents, if they still were living, a mature knowledge of 
the Law, a stricter life, a more fervent zeal. And lu re, in the 
schools of Tarsus, he had abundant opportunity for becoming ac¬ 
quainted with that (ireek literature, the taste for which he had 
caught from (iamaliel, and for studying the writings of Philo and 
the Hellenistic Jews. Supposing him to be thus employed, we will 
describe in a few words the first beginnings of the Apostolic Church, 
and tlie appearance presented by it to that Judaism in the midst of 
which it rose,*and follow its short history to the point where the 
‘young man, whose name was Saul,’ reappears at Jerusalem, in 
connection with his friends of the t'ilician Synagogue, ‘disputing 
w-ith Stephen.’ 

Hefore our Saviour ascended into heaven, He said to His disciples ; 
‘ Ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all J udiea, 

J Luke xiii. 1 . tween the Ascendon of t hri-t uni! the 

r In the aljeence of more informs- persecution of Stephen. I.ardner thinks 
it is difficult to write witli conft- that the rotraiut anil retirement o| a 
dence concerning this part of St. Paul's student might have kept him in ignn- 
life. Benson thinks he was a young ranee of what was going on In the 
student during our lord's ministry, world. 

•ad places a considerable interval be- 3 1 Cor. xv. 9 ; Acts xxii. tfO. 
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jtff///k&///a/Z$ an//a//fa ///a a/farn/asiparte 0/ i//e ear///. " And 
when Matthias hml been chosen, and the promised blessing had been 
received on the day of Pentecost, this order was strictly followed. 
First the Gospel was proclaimed in the City of Jerusalem, and the 
numbers of those who believed gradually rose from 120 to 5000. ' 
Until the disciples were ‘scattered,’ J ‘ upon the persecution that 
arose about Stephen,’ 1 * 3 4 Jerusalem was the scene of all that took 
place in the Church of Christ. We read as yet of no communication 
of c the trutfl to the Gentiles, nor to the Samaritans ; no hint even of 
any Apostolic preaching in the country parts of Judtua. It pro¬ 
videntially happened, indeed, that 'the first outburst of the new 
doctrine, with all its miraculous evidence, was witnessed by ‘ Jews 
and proselytes ’ from all parts of the world. 5 They had come up to 
the Festival of Pentecost from the banks of the Tigris and Euphrates, 
of the Nile and of the Tiber, from the provinces of Asia Minor, from 
the desert of Arabia, and from the Jslands of the Greek Sea ; and 
when they returned to their homes, they tarried with them news 
which prepared the way for the Glad Tidings about to issue from 
Mount Zion to 1 the uttermost parts of the earth.’ Put as yet the 
Gospel lingered on the Holy Hill. The first, acts of the Apostles 
were ‘ prayer and supplication ’ in the ‘ upper room ;’ breaking of 
bread ‘ from house to house 8 miracles in the Temple : gatherings 
of the people in Solomon’s cloister ; and the bearing of testimony in 
the council chamber of the Sanhedrin. 

One of the chief characteristics of the Apostolic Church wits the 
bountiful charity of its members one towards another. Many of the 
Jews of Palestine, and therefore many of the earliest Christian con¬ 
verts, were extremely poor. The odium incurred by adopting the 
now doctrine might undermine the livelihood of some who depended 
on their trade for support, and this would make almsgiving neces¬ 
sary. Put the .lews of Palestine were relatively poor, compared 
with those of the dispersion. We see this exemplified on later 
occasions, in the contributions which St. Paul more than once 
anxiously promoted, 7 And in the very first days of the Church, 
wo find its wealthier members placing their entire possessions at the 
disposal of the Apostles. Not that there was any abolition of the 
rights of property, as the words of St. Peter to Ananias very well 
show. 9 Put those who were rich gave up what God had given 
them, in the spirit of generous self-sacrifice, and according to the 
true principles of Christian communism, which regards property as 
entrusted to the possessor, not for himself, but for the good of the 
whole community,—to be distributed according to such methods 
as his charitable feeling and conscientious judgment may approve. 
The Apostolic Church was, in this respect, in a healthier condition 
than the Church of modem days. Put even then we find un- 


1 Acts i. 8. 

* Acts i. 15, ii. -11, iv. 4. c 

3 Acts viii. I. 

4 Acts xi. 19. 

3 Acts ii. 9-11. 

8 Or rather • at limne,’ Acts ii. 46, 

—i. e. in their meetings at the private 


houses of Christians, as opposed to 
the public devotions in the Temple. 

7 Acts xi. 99, 90; and sc sin Horn, 
xv. 25, 26, comj>ared with Acts xxiv. 
17; 1 Cor, xvi. 1-4; 2 Cor. viii. 
1-4. 

9 Acts v. 4. 



it.J S/rs/sJjyttr/ tj/'/As C'A//r,//. t; 

generous and suspicious sentiments growing up in the midst of the 
general benevolence. That ohl jealousy between the Aramaic and 
Hellenistic Jews reappeared. Their party feeling was excited by 
some real or apparent unfairness in the distribution of the fund set 
apart for the poor. ‘ A murmuring of the (Irecians against the 
Hebrews,’ 1 or of the Hebrews against the tirecians, had Jioon a 
common occurrence for at least two centuries ; and, notwithstanding 
the j tower of the Divine Spirit, nolle will wonder that it broke out 
again even among those who had become obedient to t Re doctrine of 
Christ. That the widows’ fund might be carefully distributed, seven 
almoners or deacons : were Appointed, of whom the must eminent 
was St. Stephen, described as a man ‘full of faith, and of the Holy 
Ohost,’ and as one who, ‘ full of faith and power, did great wonders 
and miracles among the people.’ It will be ohserVed that these 
seven men have Ureek names, and that one was a proselyte from the 
(ireco-Syrian city of Antioch. It was natural, from the peculiar 
character of the quart’el, that Hellenistic .lews should have been 
appointed to this oflice. And tliiS circumstance must be looked on 
as divinely arranged. For the introduction of that party, which was 
most free from local and national prejudices, into the very ministry 
of the Church, must have had an important mtlucncc in preparing 
the way for the admission of the (ientih s. 

Looking back, from our point of view, upon the community at 
Jerusalem, we see in it the beginning of that great society, the 
Church, which has continued to our own time, distinct both 
from Jews and Heathens, and which will continue till it absorbs 
both the Heathen and the Jews. Hut to the coteniporary Jowh 
themselves it wore a very different appearance. From the Hebrew 
point of view, the disciples of Christ would lie regarded as a Jewish 
sector synagogue. The synagogues, as we have seen, were very 
numerous at Jerusalem.-' There were already the Cilnian Syna¬ 
gogue, the Alexandrian Synagogue, the Synagogue of the Liber¬ 
tines, 4 -—and to these was now added (if we may use so bold an 
expression) the Nazarene Synagogue, or the Synagogue of the 
t fall beans. Not that any separate building was erected for the 
devotions of the Christians : for they met from house to house for 
prayer and the breaking of bread. I’.ut they were bv no means 
separated from the nation : ’ they attended the festivals; they 
worshipped h^the Temple. They were a new and singular party in 
the nation, holding peculiar opinions, and interpreting the Scrip¬ 
tures inajieouliar way. This is flic aspect under which the Church 
would first present itself to the Jews, and among others to Saul 
himself. Many different opinions were expressed in the syna- 


1 Acts vi. 1. 

* The general question of die l)ia- 
•pnnte in the primitive Church is cou- 
Ifcfcwed in Chap. XUI. 

See p. 5(1. 

4 See pp. la, .'irt, 50. 

J * The worship of the Temple anil 
the synagogue "till went side hv side 
with the prayers, and the breaking of 
bread from house to house. . . . The 


Jewi-li family life was die highest ex 
pte-siou of Christian unity. . . . The 
lultilnlmt of the ancient law was the 
aspect of Christianity to which the 
at lent iitfi of the Church was ino.t di¬ 
rected. — Prof. Stanley's Sr r mini tin St. 
Pc trr, p. 92 ; see James ii. 2, where the 
word ‘synagogue ‘ is applied to Chris¬ 
tian assemblies. 
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gogitea concerning the nature and office of the Messiah. These 
Galilieans would be distinguished as holding the strange opinidn 
that the true Messiah was that notorious ‘ malefactor,’ who ’'had 
been crucified at the last Passover. Ail parties in the nation united 
to oppose, and if possible to crush, the monstrous heresy. 

Thg first attempts to put down the new faith came from the 
Saddncees. The high priest and his immediate adherents 1 be¬ 
longed to this party. They hated the doctrine of the resurrection ; 
and the reshrrection of Jesus Christ was the corner-stone of all St. 
Peter’s teaching. He and the other Apostles were brought before 
the Sanhodrin, who in the first instance were content to enjoin 
silence on them. The order was disobeyed, and they were sum¬ 
moned again. The consequences might have been fatal : but that 
the jealousy llbtween the Saddncees and Pharisees was bverruled, 
and the instrumentality of one man’s wisdom was used, by Al¬ 
mighty God, for the protection of His servants. Gamaliel, the 
eminent Pharisee, argued, that if this cause were not of God, it 
would come to nothing, like tile* work of other impostors ; but, if 
it were of God, they could not safely resist what must certainly 
prevail ; and the Apostles of Jesus Christ were scourged, and 
allowed to ‘ depart from the presence of the council, rejoicing that 
they wero counted worthy to sutler shame for His name.’ - But it 
was impossible that those Pharisees, whom Christ had always 
rebuked, should long continue to be protectors of the Christians. 
On this occiision we find the teacher, Gamaliel, taking St. Peter's 
part : at the next persecution, Saul, the pupil, is actively concerned 
in the murder of St. Stephen. It was the same alternation of the 
two prevailing parties, first opposing each other, and then uniting 
to oppose the Gospel, of which Saul himself had such intimate ex¬ 
perience when he became St. Paul.’ 1 

In many particulars St. Stephen was tie- forerunner of St. Paul. 
Up to this time the conflict had been chiefly maintained with the 
Aramaic Jews ; but Stephen carried the war of the Gospel into the 
territory of the Hellenists. The learned members of the foreign 
synagogues endeavoured to refute him by argument or by clamour. 
The Ciliriun Synagogue is particularly mentioned (Acts vi. !), 10) 
as having furnished some conspicuous opponents to Stephen, who 
‘were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit with which he 
spake.’ Wo cannot doubt, from what follows, that Saul of Tarsus, 
already distinguished by his zeal and talents among the younger 
champions of Pharisaism, bore a leading part in the discussions 
which here took place. He was now, though still ‘ a young man ’ 
(Acts vii. 58), yet no longer in the first, opening of youth. This 
is evident from the fact that he was appointed to an important 
ecclesiastical and political office immediately afterwards. Such an 
appointment he cotdd hardly have received from the Sanhedrin 
before the ago of thirty, and probably not so early ; for we must 
remember that a peculiar respect for seniority distinguished the 
Rabbinical authorities. We can imagine Saul, then, the foremost 
in the Cilician Synagogue, ‘ disputing ’ against the new doctrines 

1 Acts iv. 1, v. 17. * Acts v. 41. 3 See Acts xxiii. 6, 9, 14, 20. 
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of the Hellenistic Deacon, in all the energy of vigorous flianhoo<l, 
•«uk 1 with all the vehement logic of the Rabbis. How often must 
these scenes have been recalled to his mind, when he himself took 
the place of Stephen in many a Synagogue, and bore the brunt of 
the like furious assault; surrounded by •Jews tilled with envy, 
who spake against those things which were spoken by Paul, con¬ 
tradicting and blaspheming.’ 1 Rut this clamour and' these argu¬ 
ments were not sufficient to convince or intimidat^ St. Stephen. 
False witnesses were then suborned to accuse him of hhisi^icmy 
against Moses and against Hod,--who asserted, wl*m he was 
dragged before the Sanhedrin, that they had heard ltim say that 
Jesus of Nazareth should destroy the "Temple, and change the 
Mosaic customs. It is evident, from the nature of tins accusation, 
how remarkably his doctrine was an anticipation <if St. Paul’s. As 
a Hellenistic Jew, lie was less entangled in the prejudices of 
Hebrew nationality than his Aramaic brethren ; and he seems to 
have had a fuller untlerstamlmg of the final intention of the Oospel 
than St. Peter and the Apostles had yet attained to. Not doubting 
the divinity of the Mosaic economy, and not faithless to the tiod of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, he \ct saw that the tune was coming, 
yea, then was, when the ‘true worshippers' should worship Him, 
not in the Temple only or in any one sacred spot, hut everywhere 
throughout the earth, ‘ m spirit and in truth and for t his doctrine 
he was doomed to die. 


When we speak <if the Smtfu-ilrin, we are brought, into contact 
with an important controversy. It is nmeh disputed whether it- 
had at this period the power of inflict mg desit h.* < >11 the one hand, 

we Apparently find the existence of this power denied l>y the .Jews 
themselves at the trial of our Lord ; 1 and, on the other, we appa 
rently find it assumed and aeted on in the ease of St. Stephen 
The Sanhedrin at .Jerusalem, like tin* Areopagus at Athens, was 
the highest and most awful court, of judicature, especially in 
matters that pertained to religion ; hut, like that Athenian tribunal, 
its real power gradually shrunk, though tin* reverence attached to its 
decisions remained. It probably assumed its systematic form under 
the second Hyrcanus ; 4 and it became a fixed institution in the 
Common wealth under his sons, who would be glad to have their 
authority nominally limited, but really supported, by such a 
council. J Upder the Herods, and under the Romans, its juris¬ 
diction w'as curtailed ; ° and we are informed, on Talmudical 


1 Acts xiii. «f.j. < 7# rmtumify, \ o|. i. p. .'MO, Compare 

* Most of the modern German critics the narratnc of the death of ,St. ./Allies. 

ar ? °f opinion that they hail not at Joseph. Ant. \ \ !*. 
this time the power of life and (hath. 1 John x\iu. .'/I, xix. 0. 

A very careful and elaborate argument 4 S-.* p. 2 1. 

for the op|>osite view will he found in ’’ Jhe word fr<*m whit h ‘Sanhedrin* 

iJ|scr«.*a History of the At t* <r/njirmf (/, isd«m«d b< mg < Jreek, makes it pro- 

(r* , v ‘; I>oan Milman Mivs that in his bahh* that its -\-femai < organisation 

opinion, formed upon the study of dates^rom the <»»%*< o Ma- edonian (i.e. 

the contemporary' Jewish history, the the Mac# aba-an > < re ’. 
power of the Sanhedrin, at this period 6 We see the I* . .mug of lids in the 
change and confusion, on f»r*t pa-*agc where the council is men- 
this, an well as on other points, was tioiied by Josephus, Antuj. xiv. [), 
altogether undefined.' — History of x 
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authority, that, forty years before the destruction of Jerusalem, it 
was formally deprived of the power of inflicting death. If this is 
true, we must consider the proceedings at the death of St. Stephen 
as tumultuous and irregular. And nothing is more probable than 
that Pontius Pilato (if indeed ho was not absent at that time) 
would Hillingly connive, in the spirit of Gallio at Corinth, at an act 
of unauthorised cruelty in ‘ a question of words and names and of 
the Jewish tyw,’ 1 * and that the Jews would willingly assume as 
much power as they dared, when the honour of Moses and the 
Temple was in jeopardy. a 

The council assembled in solemn and formal state to try the 
blasphemer.* There was great and general excitement in Jeru¬ 
salem. 1 The jgjople, the scribes, and the elders ’ had been ‘ stirred 
up’ by the members of the Hellenistic Synagogues . 1 It is evident, 
from that vivid expression which is quoted from the accusers’ 
mouths,— ‘thin plare ’— ‘ thi.s holy /iltici 1 ,’— that the meeting of the 
Sanhedrin took place in the clqsy neighbourhood of the Temple. 
Their ancient and solemn room of assembly was the hall Gazith , 3 
or the ‘ Stone-Chamber,’ partly within the Temple Court and 
partly without it. The president sat in the less sacred portion, 
and around him, in a semicircle, were the rest of the seventy 
judges . 1 

Before these judges Stephen was made to stand, confronted by 
his accusers. The eyes of all were fixed upon his countenance, 
which grew bright, as they gazed on it, with a supernatural radiance 
and serenity. In the beautiful Jewish expression of the Scripture, 

1 They saw his face as it had been that of an angel.’ The judges, 
when they saw his glorified countenance, might have remembered 
the shining on the face of Moses,' 1 and trembled lest Stephen’s 
voice should be about to speak the will of Jehovah, like that of 
the great lawgiver. Instead of being occupied with the faded 
glories of tile Second Temple, they might have recognised in the 
spectacle before them the Shechinah of the Christian soul, which 
is the living Sanctuary of God. But the trial proceeded. The 
judicial question, to which the accused was required to plead, was 
put by the president : ‘Are these things so < ' And then Stephen 
answered ; and his clear voice was heard in the silent council-hall, 
as he wont through the history of the chosen people, proving his 
own deep faith in tho sacredness of the Jewish economy, but sug¬ 
gesting, here and there, that spiritual interpretation of it which 
hod always been the true one, and the truth of which was now 
to be made manifest to all. He began, with a wise discretion, from 


1 Acts xviii. 15. 

* Acts vi. i‘2. 

3 It appears that the Talmudival 
authorities differ as to whether it was 
on the south or north side of the 
Temple. Hut they agree in placing 
it to the east of the most Holy 
Place. 

1 Selden describes the form in w hich 
the Sanhedrin sat. and gives a diagram 
with the ‘ President of the Council ’ 


in the middle, the ‘ Father of the 
Council 1 by his side, anil * Sorilies ’ 
at the extremities of the semicircle. 

Kxodus xxxiv. 22—J.j ; see 2 Cor. 
iii. 7, Id. flirt so* tom imagines that 
the anodic brightness on Stephen's 
face might he intended to alarm the 
judges; for, as lie says, it is possible 
for a countenance full of spiritual grace 
to bo awful and terrible to those who 
are full of hate. 
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the call of Abraham, and travelled historically in his argument 
through all the great stages of their national existence*—from 
Abraham to Joseph,—-from Joseph to Moses, — from Moses to David 
and Solomon. And as he went on lie selected and glanced at those 
points which made for his own cause. He showed that Hod's 
blessing rested on the faith of Abraham, though he had 1 * 3 4 »ot so 
much iis to set his foot on ’ in the lain! of promise (v. f>), on the 
piety of Joseph, though he u;fs an exile in Kgypt (v. J»). and on the 
holiness of the Hurning Hush, though in the desert of Sinai (v. dp). 
He dwelt in detail on the Lawgiver, in sueh a way as to«show his 
own unquestionable orthodoxy ; but lit* quoted the prtJhiise eon 
cerning 4 * the prophet like unto Moses’ (v. 117), and reminded his 
hearers that the Law, in which they trusted, had ip>t Kept their 
forefathers! from idolatry (v. JP, Are.). And so he passed on to the 
Temple, which had so prominent a reference to the charge against 
him : and while he spoke of it, he alluded to the words of Solomon 
himself, 1 and of the p^iphet Isaiah,* win* denied that any temple 
4 made with hands ’ could b** the place of Hod's highest worship. 
Ami thus far they listened (<> him It was the story of the ehosen 
people, to which run Jew listened with interest ami pride. 

It. is remarkable, as we ha\e said bcfoic, how completely St. 
Stephen is the forerunner < f St. Haul, both in the form and the 
matter of this defeme. H is m tilling t he nth ntum of the .lews by 
adopting the historical un tie d, is exactly what the Apostle did in 
the synagogue at Antioch 111 Hisidia. ’ His assertion of Ins attach 
inelit to the true principles of tin* Mosaic religion m exact ly w hat was 
said to Agrippa : 4 I continue unto this da\, witnessing both to small 
and great, saving none other things than those which the prophets 
and Moses did say should come. ’ ‘ It is d< epl\ interesting to think 
of Saul as listening to the maitvr s \oiee, as lie anticipated those 
very arguments which lie liunselt was destined to reiterate in 
synagogues ami befoje kings, There is no reason to doubt, that lie 
was present,’ although he may not have been qualified to vote 41 in 
the Sanhedrin. And it is evident, fioin the thoughts which 
occurred to him 111 his subs< queiit vision within the precincts of the 
Temple, 7 how deep an impression St. Stephen's death had left on his 


1 1 Kings viii. 27; 2 (*hr«*ii. 11 . <’>. \ 1 . 
is. 

1 I *. lxvi. 1, 2. • 

3 Aft** xiii. 1 ii-22. 

4 Ads xxv i. 22. 

* Mr. Hiiinplirv. in his acnirate and 

Useful ( 1 > m/nr h tarr/ tin the .iif< , if- 
marks that it is not improbable we 
to him the defence of Sr. Sf* j.ln a 

given in the* Acts. Ite.-ides rh • r« - 
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JPil, ami Hell. viii. 5, b« twee i A* ts 
10 L 5—8, ami k'om. iv. lo-P*. and 
l*«*tween Arts vii. <>0, and 2 I mi. i\. 
i^. And if the Epistle to tin* Hebrew* 
was written by St. Paul, may we nut 
suppose that tfiia scene was present to 


hi- mind when he wrote, * .Je-us sul¬ 
len d without Mir gate: let us go forth 
flier* for*- unto Him without tin * atop, 
beating Hi- u pr*<;n h ? 4 fxiii. 12, Ilk; 

*• One of tie- meesMijy *|ualili*7it iolin 
of members of tin* Sanlu drill w *<-, flint 
Hm*\ should b<* I he fathers of * hildreii, 
be. aii ** -m Ii w *-i<* Mipp**M , «l more hk* ly 
to ban toward* in*r*\. If this was the 
rid*- w y* ii Stephen was trod, and if 
Saul wa- one ot the jiuig*-, h«* must 
have hern married at the time. Sec p. 
C.I. n. 2.• 

« M** srin! in his trail re. 4 Lord, they 
know that I impri-oind and beat in 
cv*r\ synagogue them (hat In h* w*l 
on th«-e; and when tb** I»loud of thy 
mart} r Stephen wn jdiixi, ^1 nl^o wai 
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menufry. And there are oven verbal coincidences which may be 
traced between this address and St. Paul’s speeches or writings. 
The words used by Stephen of the Temple call to mind those which 
were used at Athens. 1 When he speaks of the Law as received 1 by 
the disposition of angels,’ he anticipates a phrase in the Epistle to 
the Slalatians (iii. 19). His exclamation at the end, ‘ Ye stiffnecked 
and uncircumcised in heart . . . who have received the law . . . 
and have jiot kept it,’ is only an 'indignant condensation of the 
argument in the Epistle to the Romans : ‘ Behold, thou callest thy¬ 
self a J#w, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast in God, and 
knowestfiis will . . . Thou, therefore, that makest thy boast of 
the law, Jlirough breaking the law dishonourest thou God f . . . 
He is not a .Jew which is one outwardly ; neither is that circum¬ 
cision which is outward in the flesh : but he is a Jew which is one 
inwardly ; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and 
not in the letter ; whose praise is not of man, but of God.’ 
(ii. 17—29.) 

The rebuke which Stephen,''full of the Divine Spirit, suddenly 
broke away from the course of his narrative to pronounce, was the 
signal for a general outburst of furious rage on the part of his judges. •' 
They 1 gnashed on him with their teeth ’ in the same spirit in which 
they had said, not long before, to the blind man who was healed— 
‘ Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us f ’ 3 But, 
in contrast with the malignant hatred which had blinded their eyes, 
Stephen’s serene faith wassupernaturally exalted into a direct vision 
of tile blessedness of the Redeemed. He, whose face had been like 
that of an angel on earth, was made like one of those angels them¬ 
selves, ‘ who do always behold the face of our Father which is in 
Heaven. ' ‘ He being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly 

into Heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the 
right hand of God.’ The scene before his eyes was no longer the 
council-hall at Jerusalem and the circle of his infuriated judges ; but 
ho gazed up into the endless courts of the celestial Jerusalem, with 
its ‘ innumerable company of angels,’ and saw Jesus, in whose 
righteous cause ho was about to die. In other places, where our 
Saviour is spoken of in His glorified state, He is said to be, not 
standing, but seated, at the right hand of the Father. 3 Here alone 
He is said to be standing. It is as if (according to Chrysostom’s 
beautiful thought) Ho had risen from His throne to succour His 
persecuted servant, ami to receive him to Himself. And when 
Stephen saw his Lord — perhaps with the memories of what lie had 
seen on earth crowding into his mind, — he suddenly exclaimed, in 
the ecstacy of his vision : ‘ Behold ! 1 see the Heavens opened and 
the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God !’ 

This was too much for the Jews to bear. The blasphemy of Jesus 

standing by, ami consenting unto his analogy of St. Paul's speech at Aiuioch 
death, and kept the raitnei t of them in Pi-idia, Ads xiii. 
that slew him.’ Acta xxii. t'J, 20. 3 John ix. .'H. 

1 Acts xvii. 21. 4 Matt, xviii. to. 

* It is evident that the speech was 3 As in Kph. i. 20; ('of. iii. 1; Heh. 
interrupted. We may infer what tin* i. 3, viii. 1, x. 12, xii. 2; compare Horn, 
conclusion would have been from the viii. ill, and 1 I'et. iii. 22. 
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had l»oen repeated. The follower of Jesus waa hurried to destruction. 
‘ TJiey cried out witli a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and rail 
upon him with one accord.’ It is evident that it was a savage and 
disorderly condemnation. 1 They dragged him out of the council- 
hall, and, making a sudden rush and tumult through tile streets, 
hurried him to one of the gates of the city,-—and somewlier* alniut 
the rocky edges of the ratine of Johoshaphat, where the Mount of 
Olives looks down upon (Jethsemane and Siloam, or on the oj>en 
ground to the north, which travellers cross when they go towards 
Samaria or Damascus, -with stones that lay without tlie walls of 
the Holy City, this heavenly-minded martyr was murdered. The 
exact place of his death is not known. There are two traditions,' 1 — 
an ancient one, which places it on the north, beyond tfio Damascus 
gate ; and a modern one, which leads travellers through what is now 
called the gate of 1st. Stephen, to a spot near the brook Kedron, 
over against the garden of (ietlisemane. Hut those who look upon 
Jerusalem from an Mevated point on the north-east, have both 
these positions in view ; and anyone who stood there on that day 
might have seen the crowd rush forth from the gate, and the wit¬ 
nesses (who according to the law weie required to throw the tirst 
stones 3 ) cast off their outer garments, and lay them down at the feet 
of Saul. 

The contrast is striking between the indignant zeal which the 
martyr 4 had just expressed against the sm of his judges, and tile 
forgiving love which he showed to themselves, when they became 
his murderers. He tiist uttered a prayer for himself in tile words 
of Jesus Christ, which he knew were spoken from the cross, and 
which he may himself have heard from those holy bps. And then, 
deliberately kneeling down, in that posture of humility in which 
tin* body most naturally expresses the supplication of the mind, 
and which has been consecrated as the attitude of t hristian devotion 
by Stephen and by Haul himself, 1 he gave* the best few' moments 
of his consciousness to a prayer for the forgiveness of his enemies ; 
and the words were scarcely spoken when death seized upon him, 
or rather, in the words of Scripture, ‘ he fell asleep.’ 

‘And Saul was consenting' to his death.’ A Spanish painter, 7 

1 As to whether it ivih a judicial martyr begins with St. Stephen. See 
sentence at all, see nltovr, j>. .'>7, n. 2. Mr. ) ImnplirvV note on Act* xxii. 20. 

* 1* will kjiown that the tradition See el-o what lie says on t he Christian 
which id« ntiti< > St. Stephen » gate with ute of the word cemetery , in allusion to 
the Damascus gale, and places the Acts vii. do. 

sci*ncof martyrdom on the Aort/i, mn '» At Miletus (Acta xx. Sfi) and at 
lx* traced from ail earlv period to the Tyre f Ada xxi. .'>) See Acts ix. 40. 
fifteenth centurv ; and that the modern The word in Acts \iii. !, express** 

tradition, which places l»oth the gate far more than mere passive consent, 
ami the martyrdom on the Kant, can St. Paul himself use* the same exprea- 
he traced back to the name century. It axon «(It»id. xxii. 201 when referring to 
i» probable that the |H»pular opinion the oectirrenoe. Compare ix. 1 and 
regarding these sacred sites wan sud- xxvi.Jl. We have said alxive (p. 59) # 
denlv change*I l»y x»me monks from that this scene made a deep impression 
interested motives. on St. Paul’s mind ; hut the fxiwer of 

3 See I Knit. xvii. 5—7. The stoning the impression was mifelt or resisted 
waa always outside the city. Lev it. till after hi* conversion. * 

*xir. J4 ; 1 Kings xxi. JO, 13. ’ Vicente Joannes, the founder of 

4 The Christian use of the word the Valenciau schuol, onc^ of the most 
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in a picture of Stephen conducted to the place of execution, has 
represented Saul as walking by the martyr’s side with melancholy 
calmness. He consents to his death from a sincere, though mistaken 
conviction of duty; and the expression of his countenance is strongly 
contrasted with the rage of the baffled Jewish doctors and the 
ferocity^of the crowd who flock to the scene of bloodshed. Literally 
considered, such a representation is scarcely consistent either with 
Saul’s conduct immediately afterwards, or with his own expressions 
concerning himself at the later periods of his life. 1 But the picture, 
though historically incorrect, is poetically true. The painter has 
worked according to the true idea of his art in throwing upon the 
persecutor's countenance the shadow of his coming repentance. Wo 
cannot dissociate the martyrdom of Stephen from the conversion of 
Paul. The spectacle of so much constancy, so much faith, so much 
love, could not be lost. It is hardly too much to say with Augus¬ 
tine, that ‘ the church owes Paul to the prayer of Stephen.’ 

SI 8TEPHANUS NON ORASSET 
ECCLESIA PAULUM NON HABERET. 

austere of the ^ravc and serious painters See Stirling’s Annuls of the Artists oj 
of Spain. The picture in one of a series Spain, i, 
on St. Stephen; it was once in the 1 Sec Acts xxii. 4, xxvi. 10; Phil, 
church of St. Stephen at Valencia, ami iii. (5; 1 Tim. i. 13. 
is now in the Royal Gallery at Madrid. 
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CHAPTER TIT. 

Funeral of St. Stephen.— Saul’s continued Persecution.—Flight of the (liristiiin*. 
— Philip tiiul the Samaritan'-.—Saul*.- .hmiuey t<» I hun.'i-cu-.—Anitas. King 
of IVtru.— lion.Is from Jerusalem to I binni-eus.— Neapolis.—History ami De¬ 
scription of Dainaseus.—The NarrattM- of the Miraele. It wns a real Vision 
of Jesus Christ.—Three I>a\s in Hamas 11-. — A11.111i.1-.— liapiisin anil liist 
Preaching of Saul.— lie retire- into Arabia.—Meaning ot the trim Arabia.— 
IVtru anil the Desert.—Motives to Com ersiou.—t'onspiraey at I hunaseus.— 
Kseafie to Jerusalem.—llarflaba.-.—Fortnight with St. lhter.—Cotispirue.v.—* 
Vision in the Temple.—Saul withdraws to S\ ria ami Cilieia. 

Tim death of St. Stephen is a bright passage in the earliest history 
of the Church. Where, in the annals of the worhl, can we find so 
perfect an image of a pure and blessed saint us that which is drawn 
in the concluding verses of the scxcnth chapter of the Acts of the 
Apostles ! And the brightness which invests the scene of the 
martyr’s last moments is the more impressne from its contrast with 
all that has preceded it since the Crueih,\ton of Christ. The first 
Apostle who died was a traitor. The first disciples of the Christian 
Apostles whose deaths are recorded were liars and hypocrites. The 
kingdom of the Son of Man was founded in duiknessund gloom. 
Hut a heavenly light reappeared with the martyrdom of St. Stephen. 
The revelation of such a character at the moment of death was the 
strongest of all evidences, and the highest of all encouragements. 
Nothing could more confidently assert the Divine power of the now 
religion ; nothing could prophesy more surely the certainty of its 
final victory. 

To us who have the experience of many centuries of Christian 
history, and who can look back, through a long series of mart > rdoms, 
to this, which was the beginning and example of the rest, these 
thoughts are easy and obvious ; but to the friends and associates of 
the murdered Saitit, such feelings of cheerful and confident assurance 
were perhaps more difficult. Though Christ was indeed risen from 
the dead, His disciples could hardly yet he able to realise the full 
triumph of the Cross over death. Even many years afterwards, 
Haul the Apostle wrote to the Tliessalonians, concerning those who 
had ‘ fallen asleep ’ 1 more peaceably than Stephen, that they ought 
not to sorrow for them as those without hope ; and now, at the very 
In-ginning of the Gospel, the grief of the Christians must have been 
great indeed, when the corpse of their champion and their brother 
lay at the feet of Saul the murderer. Yet, amidst the consternation 
of some and the fury of others, friends of the martyr were found , 1 

1 1 The**, iv. 13. See Act* vii. CO. Hellenistic Jew* imprc**e<] in favour 
* Act* viii. 2. Probably they were of Christianity. 1 1 seem* Iraqily likely 
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who &avo him all the melancholy honours of a Jewish funeral, and 
carefully buried him, as Joseph buried his father, ‘ with gre^t and 
sore lamentation.’ 1 

After the death and burial of Stephen the persecution still raged 
in Jerusalem. That temporary protection which had been extended 
to the rising sect by such men as Gamaliel was now at an end. 
Pharisees and Sadducees—priests and people—alike indulged the 
most violent and ungovernable fury. It does not seem that any 
check was laid upon them by the Roman authorities. Either the 
proourjftor was absent from the city, or he was willing to connive at 
what setfmed to him an ordinary religious quarrel. 

The element and active agent in this persecution was Saul. There 
are strong grounds for believing that, if he was not a member of the 
Sanhedrin at the time of St. Stephen’s death, he was elected into 
that powerful senate soon after ; possibly as a reward for the zeal he 
had shown against the heretic. He himself says that in Jerusalem 
ho not only exercised the powder of imprisonTnent by commission from 
the High Priests, but also, wlien the Christians were put to death, 
yaw his vote, against them.' 2 From this expression it is natural to 
infer that lie was a member of that supreme court of judicature. 
However this might be, his zeal in conducting the persecution was 
unbounded. We cannot help observing how frequently strong 
expressions concerning hW share in the injustice and cruelty now 
perpetrated are multiplied m the Scriptures. In St. Luke’s narrative, 
in St. Paul’s own speeches, in his earlier and later epistles, the 
subject recurs again and again. He ‘ made havoc of the Church,’ 
invading the sanctuaries of domestic life, ‘entering into every 
house ;’ J and those whom he thus tore from their homes he ‘com¬ 
mitted to prison ; ’ or, in his own words at a later period, when he 
had recognised as God’s people those whom he now imagined to be 
His enemies, 4 thinking that he ought to do many things contrary 
to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. . . . in Jerusalem . . . he shut 
up many of the saints in prison.’ 4 And not only did men thus 
sutler at his hands, but women also,—a fact three times repeated as 
a great aggravation of his cruelty. These persecuted people were 
scourged—‘ often ’ scourged,- in many synagogues.’ 45 Nor was 
Stephen the only one who suffered death, as wc may infer from the 
Apostle’s own confession. 7 And, what was worse than scourging 

that thev wore avowed Christians, some allusion to thVm in the Kpi^es. 
There is* nothing in the expression And we know that, if ever he had a 
itself to determine the point. wife, she was not living when lie wrote 

1 See (ien. 1. 10. his tirst letter to the Corinthians. (1 

* The word • voice * in the Autli. Cor. vii.) It was customary among the 
Vers, should be 4 vote.* Acts xxvi. 10. Jews to marry at a very early age. 
If this inference is well founded, and if Haron llunvcn has expressed his belief 
the qualification for a member of the in the tradition that St. Paul was a 
Sanhedrin mentioned in the last chap- widower. ////>/*>/. ii. 1144. 
ter (p. oil, ii. ti) was a necessary quali- 3 Acts viii. 3. Sec ix. ‘2. 

tication, Saul must have beofi a married 4 Acts xxvi. 0. 10. See xxii. 3. 

man, and the father of a family. If so, 5 Acts viii. 3. ix. 2, xxii. 4. 

it is probable that his wife and' children 6 Acts xxvi. 10. 

did not long survive; for otherwise, 7 4 1 persecuted this way unto the 

some notice of them would have oc- death, binding and delivering into pri- 

curred in the subsequent narrative, or sons both men and women 4 (xxii. 4) *, 



m.l Philip and the Samaritans. 

or than death itself, lie used every effort to make them ‘ blaspheme’ 
that. Holy Name whereby they were called. 1 His fame as an in¬ 
quisitor was notorious far and wide. Even at Damascus Ananias 
had heard 2 ‘how much evil he had done to Christ's saints ai Jeru¬ 
salem.’ He was known there 3 as ‘he that destroyed them which 
call on this Name in Jerusalem.’ It was not without reasoif that 
In the deep repentance of his, later years, he remembered how ho 
had ‘ persecuted the Church of Cod and wasted it,’‘- -how he had 
been ‘ a blasphemer, a persecutor, and injurious;’' 1 —and tlmt'he 
felt lie was ‘not meet to bewailed an Apostle,’ becausy*he ‘had 
persecuted the Church of Cod.’ *' 

From such cruelty, and such efforts to make them.deny that 
Name which they honoured above all names, the disciples naturally 
tied. In consequence of ‘the persecution against the Church at 
Jerusalem, they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions 
of Judina and Samaria^’ The Apostles only remained. 7 lint this 
dispersion led to great results. ’lib* moment of lowest depression 
was the very time of the Church’s first missionary triumph. ‘ They 
that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the Word.’" 
First the Samaritans, and then the Centiies, received that Cospel 
which the Jews attempted to destroy. Tims did the providence of 
Coil begin to accomplish, by unconscious instruments, the pro j.hccy 
and command which had born given : 4 \ c Khali bo witnesses unto 

Me, both in Jerusalem and in all Jmhra, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth."' 

The Jew looked upon the Samaritan as ho looked upon the 
(Jontile. His hostility to the Samaritan was probably tin; greater, 
in proportion as ho was nearer. In conformity with the economy 
which wax observed before the resurrection, Jesus < ’hrist had said 
to His disciples, ‘(Jo not into the way of tin* (Jentilos, ami into 
any city of the Samaritans enter ye not . but go rather to tin* lost 
sheep of the house of Israel. Vet did the Saviour give antiei- 
pative hints of His favour to (Jentilos and Samaritans, in His mercy 
to tlie Xyropheiiieian woman, and His interview with the woman at 
the well of Sycliar. And now the time was come for both the 
4 middle walls of partition* to be destroyed. The dispersion brought 
Philip, the companion of Stephen, the second of the seven, to a city 
of Samaria. 11 He came w’itli the power of miracles and with the 
message of salvation. The Samaritans were convinced by what they 
saw' ; they listened to what he said ; and there was great joy ill 
‘and when they were put to death. I u I for. xv. If mIioiiM he oh- 

gave my vote against them* (xx\i. served that hi nil tlic-e parages from 

Hd. the l*,pi*>t 1* h th* 1 h.iim* word for * |jerms- 

* (Acts xxvi. II.) it is not said c ution * is lived, 

that he succeeded in canning any to 7 A<-tH\iii. I. 

blaspheme. It may he iiee«*Hs.iry to M Adi viii. 4. Sec xi. 10-21. 

explain to some readers that the Greek u A eft i. H. 

imperfect merely denote that the «*- 10 Migf. x. . r >, fi. 

tempt was made ; mo in Gal. i. 2d, ai- 11 (Aef m \ jii. f ».) Thin wan probably 

luded to at the end of thi* chapter. the ancient capital, at that time called 

* Acts ix. 13. * Sehn.Me.’ The city of Sycliar (John 

3 Acta ix. 21. iv. f») had also rccefved a Greek name. 

4 Gal. i. 13; «ee also Phil.iii.fi. It was then * Xcaj*»)i*,’ and in Mtiil 

4 1 Tim. i. 13. ‘ Nabloua.’ 
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that city.’ When the news came to Jerusalem, Peter and John 
were sent by the Apostles, and the same miraculous testimony 
attended their presence, which had been given on the day of Pente¬ 
cost. The Divine Power in Peter rebuked the powers of evil, 
which,were working 1 among the Samaritans in the person of Simon 
Magus, as Paid afterwards, on his first preaching to the Gentiles, 
rebuked in Cyprus Elymas the Sorcerer. The two Apostles returned 
to Jorusaleih, preaching as they went ‘ in many villages of the 
Samaritays ’ the Gospel which had been welcomed in the city. 

Once m<*re we are permitted to see Philip on his labour of love. 
We obtain a glimpse of him on the road which leads down by Gaza' 1 3 * * 
to Egypt. ‘The chamberlain of Queen Candace :l is passing south¬ 
wards on his rfcturn from Jerusalem, and reading in his chariot the 
prophecies of Isaiah. ^Ethiopia is ‘ stretching out her hands unto 
God,’ * and the suppliant is not unheard. A teacher is provided at 
the moment of anxious inquiry. The stranger goes ‘ on his way 
rejoicing a proselyte who lnftl'found the Messiah ; a Christian 
baptized ‘ with water and the Holy Ghost.’ The Evangelist, 
having finished the work for which he had been sent, is called else¬ 
where by the Spirit of God. He proceeds to Ciesarea, and we hear 
of him no more, till, after the lapse of more than twenty years, he 
received under his roof in that city one who, like himself, had 
travelled in obedience to the Divine command ‘ preaching in all 
the cities.’ r “ 

Our attention is now called to that other traveller. We turn from 
tho ‘desert road ’ on the south of Palestine to the desert road on 
the north ; from the border of Arabia near Gaza, to its border near 
Damascus. ‘From Dan to Heersheba ’ the Gospel is rajudly 
spreading. The dispersion of the Christians had not been confined 
to Jndiea and Samaria. ‘On the persecution that arose about 
Stephen’ they had ‘travelled as far as Plnenicia and Syria.’ 0 
‘ Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against tho 
disciples of the Lord,’ 7 determined to follow them. ‘ Being ex¬ 
ceedingly mad against them, he persecuted them even to strange 
cities.He went of his own accord to the high priest, and desired 
of him letters to the synagogues in Damascus, where he had reason 
to believe that Christians were to be found. And armed with this 

1 The original w'ord shows timt Simon I'ppcr Nile. Queens of Merer with 
was in Samaria before Philip came, as the title of Candace are mentioned by 
Klvmas was with Sergius Panins before Greek and ltoman writers. Probably 
the arrival of St. Paul. ( ompare viii. this chamlierlain was a .lew. 

11—24 with \iii. tl-12. Then.* is po<n! 1 Ps. lxviii. til. 

reason for behoving that Simon Magna ■' * Hut Philip was found at Azotus; 
is the person mentioned by Josephus and, passing through, he preached in 
(Ant. xx. 7, 2 j, as connected with all the cities, till he came to C'n?sarea.’ 
Felix and Brasilia. See .Vets xxiv. (Acts viii. 40.) * And the next day 

2-1. we that were of Paul's companv de- 

3 For Gaza ami the phrase ‘which parted, and came to Caesarea; and we 

is desert ’ we may refer to the article in entered into the house of Philip the 
Smith's Diet, of the liible. Evangelist, which was one of theseveti, 

3 Candace is the name, not of an in- and abode with him.’ (Ibid. xxi. 8.) 
dividual, but of a dynasty, like Aretas 6 Acts xi. 1!». 7 Acts ix. 1. 

in Arabia, or like Pharaoh and Ptolemv. s Actsxxvi.il 

By iEthiopi» is meant Meroti on the 
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‘ authority and commission,” intending ‘if he found any *>f this 
way, whether they were men or women, ,a to bring them bound unto 
Jerusalem to be punished,’ 3 he journeyed to Damascus. 

The great Sanhedrin claimed over the Jews in foreign cities the 
same power, in religious questions, which they exercised at Jeru¬ 
salem. The Jews in Damascus were very numerous ; ain^ there 
were peculiar circumstances in the political condition of Damascus 
at this time, which may have given facilities to conspiracies or deeds 
of violence conducted by the Jews. There was war between Aretas, 
who reigned at Petra, the desert-metropolis of Stony AraWSa, 4 
and Herod Antipas, his son-in-law, the Tetrarch of (Jalilpe. A mis¬ 
understanding concerning the boundaries of the two principalities 
had been aggravated into an inveterate quarrel by Herod’s unfaith¬ 
fulness to the daughter of the Arabian king, and Ins shameful attach¬ 
ment to ‘his brother Philip’s wife.’ The Jews generally sympathised 
with the cause of Aretas, rejoiced when Herod's army was cut oil', 
and declared that this disaster was a judgment for the murder of 
John the Baptist. Herod wrote to» Home and obtained an order for 
assistance from Vitellius, the Uovernor of Syria. But when Vitol- 
lius was on his march through Judiea, from Antioch towards Petra, 
he suddenly heard of the death of Tiberius ( v.n. 117) ; and the 
Roman army was withdrawn, befoie the war was brought to a con¬ 
clusion. It is evident that the relations of the neighbouring powers 
must have been for some years in a very unsettled condition along 
the frontiers of Arabia, Judiea, and Syria ; and the falling of a rich 
border-town like Damascus from the hands of the Romans into those 
of Aretas would be a natural occurrence of the war. If it could 
be proved that the city was placed in the power of the Arabian 
Ethnarchunder these particular circumstances, and at the time 
of St. Paul’s journey, good reason would be assigned for believing 
it probable that the ends for which he went were assisted by the 
political relations of Damascus. And it would indeed hi; a singular 
coincidence, if his zeal in persecuting the Christians were promoted 
by the sympathy of the Jews for the fate of John the Baptist. 

But there are grave objections to this view of the occupation of 


1 Acts xxvi. 12. 

1 Acts ix. 2. 3 Acts xxu. "i. 

4 In this nniiiiitaiiinus district of 
Arahin, which (jail been the scene of 
the. wanderings of the Israelites, and 
which contained the graves both of 
Moses and Aanin, the Naliatlnean 
Arabs after the time of the Halo Ionian 
captivity (or, possibly, the Kdoinitcs 
liefore them. See ltobinson JJi/t. tirs. 
vol. ii. pp. ho7, oT.'l) grew into a <ivi- 
lised nation, built, a great ineriantile 
city at IVtra, and wen- ruled bv a line 
of kings, vvl:..)sire the title of ‘ Aretas.' 
The Aretas dynasty cease*I in the 
second century, when Arabia Petra*a 
became a Homan province under Tra¬ 
jan. In the Homan period, a #roat 
road united Ailah on the Red Sea with 


Petra, ami tlienee divorced to tin* hit 
toward* Jerusalem ami the ports of the 
Mediterranean ; ami to the ri^ht to¬ 
wards Damascus, in a diioction not 
very difl’« r< nt from that of the modern 
caravan-road from PamaMciiH to Mecca. 
This sjate of tiling did not last verv 
loii^. The Arabs of this district fell 
hack into their old nomadic state. 
Petra was loiitf undiscovered. Ihirck- 
hardt v. as tlic first to see it, ami I.a- 
horde* the tir*t to visit it. Now it is 
well known to Oriental travellers. Its 
Hock-theatre and other remains still 
exist, to show its ancient character of 
a city of the Roman Km pi re. 

2 < or. xi. 'M. On the title 
* Kthnareh * see note at the end of thitf 
chapter. 
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Damascus by Aretaa. Such a liberty taken by a petty chieftain 
with the Roman power would have been an act of great audacity ; 
and it is difficult to believe that Vitellius would have closed the 
campaign, if such a city were in the hands of an enemy. It is more 
likely that Caligula,—who in many ways contradicted the policy 
of h(£ predecessor,—who banished Herod Antipas and patronised 
Herod Agrippa,—assigned the city of Damascus as a free gift to 
Aretas. 1 This supposition, as well" as the former, will perfectly 
explain the remarkable passage in St. Paul’s letter, where he dis¬ 
tinctly fjjiys that it was garrisoned by the Ethnarcli of Aretas, at 
the time «f his escape. Many such changes of territorial occupation 
took place under the Emperors,- which would have been lost to 
history, Were it not for the information derived from a coin,' 1 an 
inscription, oV the incidental remark of a writer who had different 
ends in view. Any attempt to make this escape from Damascus a 
fixed point of absolute chronology will be unsuccessful ; but, from 
what has been said, it may fairly be collected, that Saul’s journey 
from Jerusalem to Damascus* took place not far from that year 
which saw the death of Tiberius and the accession of Caligula. 

No journey was ever taken, on which so much inteiest is con¬ 
centrated, as this of St. Paul from Jerusalem to Damascus. It is so 
critical a passage in the history of Cod’s dealings with man, and we 
feel it to be so closely bound up with all pur best knowledge and 
best happiness in this life, and with all our hopes for the world to 
come, that the mind is delighted to dwell upon it, and we are eager 
to learn or imagine all its details. The conversion of Saul was 
like the call of a second Abraham. But we know almost more 
of the Patriarch’s journey through this same district, from the north 
to the south, than we do of the Apostle’s in an opposite direction. 
It is easy to Conceive of Abraham travelling with his Hocks and 
herds and camels. The primitive features of the East continue 
still unaltered in the desert ; and the Arabian Sheikh still remains 
to ns a living picture of the patriarch of Cenesis. But before the 
first century of the Christian era, the patriarchal life in Palestine 
had been modified, not only by the invasions and settlements of 
Babylonia and Persia, but by large influxes of Greek and Roman 
civilisation. It is difficult to guess what was the appearance of 
Saul’s company on that memorable occasion. 1 We neither know 

1 This is argued with great force by 3 Wieseler justly hiys some stress on 
Wieselcr, who, so iar as we know, is the the circumstance that there are coins of 
first to suggest this explanation, llis Augustus am! Tiberius, ami, again, of 
argument is not quite conclusive ; be- Nero and his successors, but none of 
cause it is seldom easy to give a confident. Caligula andt ’laud ins, winch imply that 
opinion on the details of a campaign, Damascus was Homan, 
unless its history is minutely recorded. * in pictures, St. Paul is represented 
Tile strength of Wieseler’s argument as on horseback on this journey, Pro- 
consistsin this, that his different lines ot bablv this is the res-on why Lord 
reasoning converge to the same result. Lyttelton, in his observations on St. 

* See, for instance, what is. said bv Paul’s conversion, uses the phrase— 
Josephus (.-1 nt. xviii. 5, 4), of various ‘Those in company with him fell dawn 
arrangements in the Last at this very from their horses, together with Saul,’ 
crisis. Similar changes in Asia Minor p. 318. (tl r orhs, 1774.) There is no 
have been Alluded to befote. Chap. I. proof that this was the case, though it 
p. 1 ft is very probable. 
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how he travelled, nor who his associates were, nor where he rested 
on liifl way, nor what road he followed from the Judiean to the 
Syrian capital. 

His journey must have brought him somewhere into the vicinity 
of tile Sea of Tiberias. But where he approached the nearest to the 
shores of this sacred lake,—whether he crossed the Jordan where, 
in its lower course, it Hows southwards to the Dead Sea, or where its 
upper windings enrich the valley at the lia.se of Mount Hormon,— - 
wo do not know. And there is one thought which makes us gluij 
that it should bo so. It is remarkable that (lalilee, where Jesus 
worked so many of His miracles',’is tlie scene of none of tlnue trans¬ 
actions which are related in the Acts. The blue waters of Tiberias, 
with their fishing-boats and towns on the brink of the shore, are 
consecrated to the Gospels. A greater than Paul was here. When 
wo come to the travels of the Apostles, the scenery is no longer 
limited and Jewish, but Catholic and widely-extended, like the 
Gospel which they preached : and the Sea, which will be so often 
spread before us in the life of St. Paul, is not the little bake of 
Gennesareth, but the great Mediterranean, which washed the shores 
and carried the ships of the historical nations of antiquity. 1 

Two principal roads can be mentioned, one of which probably 
conducted the travellers from Jerusalem to Damascus. The track 
of the caravans, in ancient and modern times, from Kgvpt to the 
Syrian capital, has always led through Gaza and Hamleli, and then, 
turning eastwards about the borders of Galilee and Samaria, has 
descended near Mount Tabor towards the Sea of Tiberias ; and so, 
crossing tile Jordan a little to the north of the bake by Jacob’s 
Bridge, proceeds through the desert country which stretches to the 
base of Antilihanns. A similar pack from Jerusalem falls into 
this Egyptian road in the neighbourhood of Djenin, at the entrance 
of Galilee ; and Saul and his company may have travelled by this 
route, performing the journey of one hundred and thirty-six miles, 
like the modern caravans, in about, six days. But at this period, 
that great work of Roman road making, which was actively going 
on in all parts of the empire, must have extended, in some degree, 
to Syria and Judiea; and, if the Roman roads were already con¬ 
structed here, there is little doubt that they followed the direction 
indicated by the later Itineraries. This direction is from Jerusalem 
to Xeapolis (the ancient Shechcm), and thence over the Jordan to 
the south of the bake, near Scytliopohs, where the soldiers of 
Pompey crossed the river, and where the Galilean pilgrims used to 
cross it, at the time of the festivals, to avoid Samaria. From 
Scytliopohs it led to Gadara, a Roman city, the ruins of which are 
still remaining, and so to Damascus.' 1 


1 The next historical notice of the 
Sea of Tiberias or bake rtf (i in nr-a nth 
after that which occurs in the (joxpels 
in in Jo.xephu.x. 

* It is verv conceivable that ho tra¬ 
velled hv (Vxarea Philippi, the eitv 
which llerotl Philip had built at the 
fountains of the Jordan, on the natural 
line of communication between Tyre 


and Damp iis and likely to have l»een 
one of the * foreign ritiex* (Acta xxvi. 
1 !) which harltound (hrixtian fu^i- 
live*, liure. too, he would bo in the 
footsteps of St. Peter; for here the 
threat confession fMatt. xvi. Hi) nee mu 
to have been made; and thin road a too 
would probably have brought him pant 
Xeapolis. It 1 * hardly likely that he 
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Whatever road was followed in Saul’s journey to Damascus, it 
is almost certain that the earlier portion of it brought him to 
Neapolis, the Shechem of the Old Testament, and the Nablous of 
the modern Samaritans. This city was one of the stages in the 
Itineraries. Dr. Robinson followed a Roman pavement for some . 
considerable distance in the neighbourhood of Bethel.' This 
northern road went over the elevated ridges which intervene be¬ 
tween the valley of the Jordan ami the plain on the Mediterranean 
(toast. As the travellers gained the high ground, the young Phari¬ 
see may have looked back,—and, when he saw the city in the midst 
of its hflls, with the mountains of ivloab in the distance,—confident 
in the righteousness of his cause,—he may have thought proudly 
of the fkoth Psalm : ‘The hills stand about Jerusalem: even so 
standeth the Lord round about His people, from this time forth for 
evermore.’ His present enterprise was undertaken for the honour 
of Zion. He was blindly fulfilling the words of One who said : 

‘ Whosoover killeth you, will think that he doeth God service.’ 3 
Passing through the hills of Samaria, from which he might occa¬ 
sionally obtain a glimpse of the Mediterranean on the left, he 
would come to Jacob’s Well, at the opening of that beautiful val¬ 
ley which lies between Ebal and Gerizim. This, too, is the scene 
of a Gospel history. The same woman, with whom J esus spoke, 
might bo again at the well as the Inquisitor passed. But as yet he 
knew nothing of the breaking down of the ‘ middle wall of parti¬ 
tion.’ 3 Ho could, indeed, have said to the Samaritans : ‘Ye wor¬ 
ship ye know not what : wo know what we worship : for salvation 
is of the Jews.’ 1 But he could not have understood the meaning 
of those other words : ‘The hour eometli, when ye shall neither 
in Jerusalem, nor yet in this mountain, worship the Father : the 
truo worshippers shall worship Him in spirit and in truth.’ 5 His 
was not yet the Spirit of Giikist. The zeal which burnt in him 
was that of James and John, before their illumination, when they 
wished (in this same district) to call down fire from heaven, even 
as Elias did, on the inhospitable Samaritan village." Philip had 
already been preaching to the poor Samaritans, and John had re¬ 
visited them, in company with Peter, with feelings wonderfully 
changed. 7 But Saul knew nothing of the little Church of Samari¬ 
tan Christians ; or, if he heard of them and delayed among them, 
ho delayed only to injure and oppress. The Syrian city was still 
the great object before him. And now, when he had passed 
through Samaria and was entering Galilee, the snowy peak of 
Mount Hernion, the highest point of Antilibanus, almost as far to 
the north as Damascus, would come into view. This is that tower 
of ‘ Lebanon which looketli towards Damascus.’ H It is already the 
great landmark of his journey, as he passes through Galilee towards 
the sea of Tiberias, and'the valley of the Jordan. 

wouldhftve taken the Petraroad(alxne, 1 John \\i. ‘2. 3 Eph. ii. 14. 

p. 07, ll. 4), for both ttic modem c.ira- 4 John iv. ‘22. 

vnns ami the ancient Itineraries ero-s 5 John iv. ‘21, ‘23. 

the Jordan more to the north. n I.eke ix. oi-50. 

1 /lib. Hi's. iii. 77. More will he 7 See above, p. 05. 

said on this subject, when we come to * Song of Sol. vii. 4. 

Acts xxiii. 23—3i. See p. ‘23. 
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Leaving now the ‘Sea of Galilee,’ deep among its hills, as a 
Bandtuary of the holiest thoughts, and imagining the Jordan to bo 
passed, we follow the company of travellers over the barren up¬ 
lands, which stretch in dreary succession along the base of Antifi- 
banus. All around are stony hills and thirsty plains, tlwougli 
which the withered stems of the scanty vegetation hardly penetrate. 
Over this desert, under the burning sky, the impetuous Saul holds 
his course, full of the liery zeal with which Elijah travelled of yctf'c, 
on his mysterious errand, through the same ‘ wilderness of Damas¬ 
cus.’ 1 ‘ The earth in its length and its breadth, and all* the deep 

universe of sky, is steeped in light and heat.’ When some emi¬ 
nence is gained, the vast horizon is seen stretching on all sides, 
like the ocean, without a boundary ; except where the steep sides 
of Lebanon interrupt it, as the promontories of a mountainous 
coast stretch out into a motionless sea. The fiery sun is overhead ; 
and that refreshing vipw is anxiously looked for,—Damascus seen 
from afar, within the desert eircnltifbrenee, resting, like an island 
of Paradise, in the green enclosure of its beautiful gardens. 

This view is so celebrated, and the history of the place is so illus¬ 
trious, that we may well be excused if we linger a moment, that 
we may describe them both. Damascus is the oldest city in the 
world . 1 Its fame begins with the earliest patriarchs, and continues 
to modern times. While other cities of the East have risen and 
decayed, Damascus is still what it was. It was founded before 
liaalbcc and Palmyra, and it has outlived them both. While 
Babylon is a heap in the desert, and Tire a ruin on the shore, it 
remains what it is called in the prophecies of Isaiah, ‘ thy head of 
Syria.’ 3 Abraham's steward was ‘ Eliezer of Damascus,’* and the 
limit of his warlike expedition m the rescue of Lot was ‘llobah, 
which is on the left hand of Damascus.' ’ llow important a place 
it was in the flourishing period of the Jewish monarchy, we know 
from the garrisons which David placed then 4 ,'' and from the oppo¬ 
sition it presented to Solomon. 7 The history of Naaman and the 
Hebrew captive, Elisha and Gchazi, and of the proud preference of 
its fresh rivers to the thirsty waters of Israel, are familiar to every¬ 
one. And how close its relations continued to be with the Jews, 
we know from the chronicles of Jeroboam and Ahaz, and the pro¬ 
phecies of Isaiah anil Amos.' Its mercantile greatness is indicated 
by Ezekiel in the remarkable words addressed to Tyre:”—‘Syria 
was thy merchant by reason of the multitude of the wares of thy 
making : they occupied in thy fairs with emeralds, purple, and 
broidered work, and tine linen, and coral, and agate. Damascus 
was thy merchant in the multitude <ii the wares of thy making, for 

1 1 Kings xix. lft. 3 l**ai fc \ii. H, * ten. xv. 2. 

1 Josephus makes it even older than - lien. xiv. lft. 

Abraham. (Ant. i. <!, 3.) For I lie Ira- * 2 Sam. \ in. It; 1 f'hron. xviii. <#. 

ditions of the events in the infancy of r 1 Kit*,'" xi. 21. 

the human race, which are *up|#osed to * See 2 Kings xiv. 2K, xvi. 9, 10: 

have happened in its vicinity, see Po- 2 t hron. xxiv. 23, xxviii. ft, 23; X«ai. 
cocke. ii. lift, lit#. The story that the \ii. « ; Amos i. 3, ft. 
murder of Aliel took place, here is * The port of He; root in Sow to Da- 
alluded to by Shakspere, 1 K. Hen. VI. mawus what Tyre was of old. 

1. 3. 
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the multitude of all riches ; in the wine of Helbon, and white 
wool .’ 1 Leaving the Jewish annals, we might follow its hi stow 
through continuous centuries, from the time when Alexander sent 
Parmenio to take it, while the conqueror himself was marching 
from'Tarsus to Tyre—to its occupation by Pompey,*—to the letters 
of Julian the Apostate, who describes it as ‘the eye of the East,’— 
and onward through its golden days, when it was the residence of 
the Ominiad Caliphs, and the metropolis of the Mahommedan world, 
—and through the period when its fame was mingled with that of 
Saladin aftd Tamerlane,—to our owft days, when the praise of its 
beauty is celebrated by every traveller from Europe. It is evident, 
to use the \vords of Lamartine, that, like Constantinople, it was 
a ‘predestinated capital.’ Nor is it ditlieult to explain why its 
freshness has never faded through all this series of vicissitudes and 
wars. 

Among the rocks and brushwood at the base of Antilibanus are 
the fountains of a copious and 'perennial stream, which, after run¬ 
ning a course of no great distance to the south-east, loses itself in a 
desert lake. Hut before it reaches this dreary boundary, it has 
distributed its channels over the intermediate space, and left a 
wide area behind it, rich with prolific vegetation. These are the 
‘ streams from Lebanon,’ which are known to us in the imagery of 
Scripture : 3 —the ‘ rivers of Damascus,’ which Naaman not un¬ 
naturally pref ured to all the ‘ waters of Israel.’ 1 By Creek writers 
the stream is called Chrysorrhoas, • or ‘the river of gold.’ And 
this stream is the inestimable unexhausted treasure of Damascus. 
The habitations of men must always hive been gathered round it, 
as the Nile has inevitably attracted an immemorial population to 
its banks. The desert is a fortification round Damascus. The 
river is its life. It is drawn out into w aiercourses. and spread in 
all directions. For miles around d is a wilderness of gardens,— 
gardens with roses among the tangled shrubberies, and with fruit 
on the branches overhead. Everywhere among the trees the mur¬ 
mur of unseen rivulets is heard. Even in the city, which is in the 
midst of the garden, the clear rushing of the cm rent, is a perpetual 
refreshment. Every dwelling has its fountain : and at night, when 
the sun has set behind Mount Lebanon, the lights of the city are 
seen Hashing on the waters. 

It is not to lie wondered at that the view of Damascus, when the 
dim outline of the gardens has become distinct, and the city is seen 
gleaming white in the midst of them, should be universally famous. 
All travellers in all ages have paused to feast their eyes with the 
prospect : and the prospect luis been always the same. It is true 
that in the Apostle’s day there were no cupolas and no minarets : 
Justinian had not built St. Sophia, and the caliphs had erected no 

1 E/.rk. xxvii. 10, 18. 1 Itonian writers. This arose from the 

3 See ill Hive, t'lmp. 1. p. 21. Its rela- building of Antioch ami other cities in 
live im|*>rtnncc was not so great when Northern Syria, 
it was muter a Western power like that 3 Song of Sol. iv. 15. 
of the ScUuicids or the Romans ; hence * 2 Kings v. 1*2. 

we timl it less frequently mentioned 1 St ratal anil Ptolemy, 

titan we might expect in’ Ureek and 
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mosques. But the white buildings of the city gleamed t\en, as 
thej do now, in the centre of a verdant inexhaustible paradise. 
The Syrian gardens, with their low walls and waterwheels, and 
careless mixture of fruits and flowers, were the same then as they 
are now. The same figures would lie seen in the green approaches 
to the town, camels and mules, horses and asses, with Syrian 
peasants, and Arabs from beyond Palmyra. We know the very 
time of the day when Saul was entering these shady avenues. It 
was at mid-day . 1 The birds were silent in the trees. The liusB of 
noon was in the city. Theeun was burning fiercely ty the sky. 
The persecutor's companions were enjoying the cool refreshment, of 
the shade after their journey : and his eyes rested with Satisfaction 
on those walls which were the end of Ins mission, find contained 
the victims of his righteous steal. 

We have been tempted into some prolixity in describing lfamas- 
cus. But, in describing the solemn and miraculous e\ont which 
took place ill its neighbourhood, hesitate to enlarge upon the 

words of Scripture. And Scripture relates its eireimistanoe.s ill 
minute detail. Jf the importance we are intended to attach to 
particular events in early Christianity is to be measured by the 
prominence assigned to them in the Sacred ltecords, we must con¬ 
fess that, next after the Passion of our blessed bold, the event. t<> 
which our serious attention is especially called is the ('on\crsion of 
St. Paul. Besides various allusions to it in his own bpislles, three 
detailed narratives of the occurrence are found 111 the Acts. Cnee 
it is related by St. Luke fix.), twice In ihe Apostle himself, — in 
his address to his countrymen at Jerusalem (\.\11.), in his defence 
before Aguppa at Casarea (wvi.f. And as, when the same tiling 
is told 111 more than one of the liolv (lospel.s, the accounts do not. 
verbally agree, so it is hero. Si. Luke is mere brief than St. Paul. 
And each of St. Paul's statements supplies something not found in 
the other. The ] a §11 liar difference of t hose two statements, in 1 he it 
reltition to the circunistanees under which they were gi\cn, and as 
they illustrate the Apostle s wisdom 111 pleading tie* cause of the 
(»ospel and reasoning with his opponents, will be made the subject 
of some remarks in the later chapters of this book. At present it, 
is our natural course simply to outlier the facts from the Apostles 
own words, with a careful refen m:e to the shorter narrative given 
by St. Luke. 

In the twenty-second and twenty-sixth chapters of the Acts we 
are told that it was, ‘ about noon ' ‘ at mid-day ’ -when the ‘great 

1 Acts xxii. xxvi. !.‘t. Noli, i s of miles south on the same road I; f t) half 
the traditionnrv j.lace where the. vision a mile liom Ihoeily. and this In* pre- 
was seen arc variously* given Is.th t»v f.*rs on Its* slreitgth of < artier nuthori- 
rarlicr and later travellers. The old ties. ,ft,d be< bum* it harmoni*. a host 
writer, Qiiarcsmiiis, an ntioiis four then- with what is said of the Apo-lle laiug 
reiical sites : (1) twelve miles south of led in !*> the hand. In one of I hear 
Diima.'H.'Ut*, where there is a nlream on cases there is an e\ ident of 

the right of the road, with the ruins of the scene of the CWmi». and llic 
a church on a rising prounci; (2) nix Krcatw•: and it would ai>\pear from Mr. 
mile* south on the left, of the* road, Stanleys letter (quoted If low, HH), 
where there are traces of a church and that this spot in »*r» the cart and not the 
stones marked with cr<»•*>«•'* ; {•'*) tw.» south of the city. 
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light ’ shone ‘ suddenly ’ from heaven (xxii. 6 , xxvi. 13 ). And 
those who have had experience of the glare of a mid-day sun ift the 
East will best understand the description of that light, which is 
said to have been ‘ a light above the brightness of the sun, shining 
roun^ about Paul and them that journeyed with him.’ All fell to 
the ground in terror (xxvi. 14 ), or stood dumb with amazement 
(ix. 7 ). Suddenly surrounded by a light so terriblo and incompre¬ 
hensible, ‘ they were afraid.’ ‘ They heard not the voice of Him 
that spajfo to Paul ’ (xxii. !)), or, if they heard a voice, ‘ they saw no 
man’ (ix, 7). 1 The whole scene was evidently one of the utmost 
confusion : and the accounts are such as to express, in the most 
striking nfimner, the bewilderment and alarm of the travellers. 

But while The others were stunned, stupified and confused, a 
clear light broke in terribly on the soul of one of those who were 
prostrated on the ground . 3 A voice spoke articulately to him, 
which to the rest was a sound mysterious and indistinct. He 
heard what they did not hear. -He saw what they did not see. To 
them the awful sound was without a meaning : he heard the voice 
of the Son of Hod. To them it was a bright light which suddenly 
surrounded them: he saw .1 ksus, whom ho was persecuting. The 
awful dialogue can oidy be given in the language of Scripture. 
Yet we may reverentially observe that the words which Jesus 
spoke were ‘in the Hebrew tongue.’ The same language , 3 in 
which, during His earthly life, He spoke to Peter and to John, to 
the blind man by the walls of Jericho, to the woman who washed 
His feet with her tears —the same sacred language was used when 
He spoke from heaven to His persecutor on earth. And as on 
earth He had always spoken in parables, so it was now. That 
voice which had drawn lessons from the lilies that grew in Galilee, 
and from the birds that flew over the mountain slopes near the Sea 
of Tiberias, was now pleased to call His last Apostle with a figure 
of the like significance : ‘ Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me f 
It is hard for thee to kick against the goad.’ As the ox rebels in 
vain against the goad 1 of its master, and as all its struggles do 

1 It Inis been thought liotli mine xxvi. 1C, that Saul wax prostrate on 
prudent and mure honest to leave these the ground when Jesus spoke to him. 
well-known discrepancies exactly as a it is only said in one account 
they are found in the Bible. They (xxvi. 11) that Jesus Christ spoke in 
will tie differently explained by diffe- Hebrew. But this avatars incidentally 
rent readers, according to their \ iews in the other accounts from the Hebrew 
of the inspiration of Scripture. Those form of t lie name ‘Saul’ being used 
who do not receive tile doctiinc of where our I.nrtl'x nil'll u'orth are given 
Verbal Inspiration will fmd in these (ix. -1, xxii. 8). In the narrative por- 
diserepancios a confirmation of the tion (ix. 1, 8, JL-o.) it is the Greek, a 

general trutli of tile narrative. Those difference which is not noticed in the 

who lay stress on this doctrine may Authorised Version. So Ananias (whose 
fairly lie permitted to suppose that the name is Aramaic) seems to have ad- 
stupmed companions of Saul fell to the dressed Saul in Hebrew, not in Greek 

ground and then rose, and that they (ix. 17, xxii. 13). 

heard the voice but did not understand 4 The ‘ prick ' of Acts xxvi. 14 is the 
it. Dr. Wordsworth and Prof. Hnckett goad or sharp-pointi'd pole, which in 
point out that the word 4 stood ’ in southern Europe and in the Levant 
ix. 7, need only mean that their pro- is seen in the hands of those who are 
gross was arrested. ploughing or driving cattle. 

* It is evident from Acts ix. 6, 8, 
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uought but increase its distress—so is thy rebellion vain 'against 
the grower of my grace. I have admonished thee by the word of 
my truth, by the death of my saints, by the voice of thv con¬ 
science. Struggle no more against conviction, ‘ lest a worse' thing 
come unto thee. ’ 

It is evident that this revelation was not merely an inwar?! im¬ 
pression made on the mind of. Saul during a trance or ecstasy. It 
was the direct perception of the visible presence of Jesus Christ. 
This is asserted in various passages, both positively and inci¬ 
dentally. In St. Paul’s (irst letter to the ('orinthians^Vhon ho 
contends for the validity of his own apostleship, his argument is, 

‘ Am I not an Apostle ! Have I not seen Jesus Christ, the Lord i’ 
(1 Cor. ix v 1.) And when he adduces the evidence f<«- the truth of 


the Resurrection, his argument is again, ‘He was seen .... by 
Cephas .... by James .... by all the Apostles .... best of 
all by me .... as one born out of due time ’ (xv. 8). Ry Cephas 
and by James at Jerusalem the reality of Saul’s conversion was 
doubted (Acts ix. 27); but ‘ Marimbas brought him to the Apostles, 
and related to them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and had 
spoken with Him.’ And similarly Ananias had said to him at their 


first meeting in Damascus: ‘The Lord hath sent me, even Jesus 
who appeared to thee in the way as thou earnest ’ (ix. 17). ‘ The 

Cod of our fathers hath chosen thee that thou shouldest. Hee that 


Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of His mouth ’ (xxii. 14). 
The very words which were spoken by the Saviour, imply the same 
important truth. He does not say, 1 ‘ 1 am the Son of Cod —the 
Eternal Word—the Lord of men ami of angels but, ‘ I am 
Jesus’ (ix. o, xxvi. lb), ‘Jesus of Nazareth ' (xxii. K). ‘I am 
that man, whom not having seen thou hatest, the despised prophet 
of Nazareth, who was mocked and crucified at Jerusalem, who died 
and was buried. Hut. now 1 appeal to thee, that, thou mayest know 
the truth of my Resurrection, that 1 may convince thee of thy sin, 
and call thee to be my Apostle.’ 

The direct and immediate character of this call, without the in¬ 


tervention of any human agency , is another point on which St. Paul 
himself, in the course of his apostolic life, laid the utmost stress ; 
and one, therefore, which it is incumbent on ns to notice here. ‘A 
called Apostle,’ ‘an Apostle by the will of Cod,’ 7 ‘an Apostle 
sent not from (pen, nor by man. but by Jesus Christ, and Cod the 
Father, who raised Him from the dead;’- 1 these are the phrases 
under which ho describes himself, 111 the cases where his authority 
was in danger of being ipicstloned. No human instrumentality in¬ 
tervened, to throw the slightest doubt upon the reality of the com¬ 
munication between Christ Himself and the Apostle of the Heathen. 


1 Chrysostom. 

1 See Horn. i. 1; 1 Cor. i. 1 ; 2 Cor. i. 
1_; Eph. i. 1 ; Col. i. 1. These expres¬ 
sions are not used by St. Peter, St. 
James, St. Jude, or St. John. Ami it 
is remarkable that they are not lead 
by St- Paul himself in the r.pi-tles ad¬ 
dressed to those who were most firmly 
attached to him. They are found in 


the letft-rs to the Christians of Achaia, 
hut not in those to the Christians of 
Maeedoiyu. (See 1 Tliess. f. I ; 2 
Thee*. i. 1 ; Phil. i. 1.) And though 
in the letters to the Ephesians and 
Pol-issians, not ill that to Philemon, 
which is known to have ^ecn sent at 
the same time. Sec Philemon 1. 

3 iial. i. 1 . 
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And, as ho was directly and miraculously called, so was the work 
immediately indicated, to which he was set apart, and in which in 
after years he always gloried,—the work of ‘ preaching among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.’ 1 * Unless indeed we are 
to consider the words which he used before Agrippa 3 as a condensed 
statement 3 of all that was revealed to him, both in his vision on the 
way, and afterwards by Ananias in the city : ‘ I am Jesus, whom 
thou persecutest : but rise, and stand upon thy feet ; for to this end 
I hive appeared unto thee, to ordain thee a minister and a witness 
both of tht^so things which thou hast scan, and of those things where¬ 
in I will appear unto thee. And thee have I chosen from the House 
of Israel, and from among the Gentiles’, unto whom now I send thee, 
to open their tfyes, that they may turn from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God ; that they may receive forgive¬ 
ness of sins, and inheritance among the sanctified, by faith in Me .’ 4 * * 

Hilt the full intimation of all the labours and sufferings that were 
before him was still reserved. -He was told to arise and go into the 
city, and there it should be told him what it had been ordained ' 
that he should do. He arose humbled and subdued, and ready to 
obey whatever might be the will of Him who had spoken to him 
from heaven. Hut when he opened his eyes, all was dark around 
him. The brilliancy of the vision had made him blind. Those who 
were with him saw, as before, the trees and the sky, and the road 
leading into Damascus. But he was in darkness, and they led him 
by the hand into the city. Thus came Saul into Damascus ;—not 
as he had expected, to triumph in an enterprise on which his soul 
was set, to brave all difficulties and dangers, to enter into houses 
and carry off prisoners to Jerusalem ; but he passed himself like 
a prisoner beneath the gateway: and through the colonnades 0 
of the street called ‘Straight,’ where he saw not the crowd of 
those who gazed on him, lie was led by the hands of others, trem¬ 
bling and helpless, to the house of Judas,' his dark and solitary 
lodging. 

Three days the blindness continued. Only one other space of 
three days’ duration can be mentioned of equal importance in the 
history of the world. The couilii f of Saul’s feelings was so great, 
and his remorse so piercing and so deep, that during this time he 
neither ate nor drank. 8 He could have no communion with the 
Christians, for they had been terrified by the news of his approach. 

1 Kpb. iii. 8. See Itom. xi. 13, xv. speech (xxii. to). Sec ix. fi, anil com- 

ll> i (ial. ii. 8 ; i lint. ii. 7 ; '1 Tim. i. pare xxvi. lit. 

ft, tie. 0 See Mr. Porter's Five fear* in 

3 Acts xxvi. 13-18. lhiinitm ns (1830). Recent excavations 

3 It did not fall ill with Paul’s plan show that a magniliccnt street with a 

in his speech before Agtippn (xx\i.)to threefold colonnade extended from the 
mention Ananias, ns, in his sp-ech to Western gate to the Kostern (where a 
the Jews nt Jerusalem (xxii.), lie triple Roman archway remains). Mr. 
avoided any explicit mcntioii of the Poiter observes that this arrangement 
Gentiles, while giving the narrative of of the street is a eounter|»irt of (hose 
his conversion. of Palmyra and Jerash. We may 

4 See notes on the passage in Chap, perhaps add Antioch. See below, pp. 

XXII. 10-A 103. 

3 This is the expression in his own 7 Acts ix. 11. * Actaix. 9. 
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And the unconverted Jews could have no true sympathy with his 
preqpnt state of mind. He fasted and prayed in silence. The re¬ 
collections of his early years,—the passages of the ancient Scriptures 
which he had never understood,—the thoughts of his own cruelty 
and violence,*—the memory of the hist looks of Stephen, all these 
crowded into his mind, and made the three days equal to Ion gay ears 
of repentaneo. And if wo may imagine one feeling above all others 
to have kept possession of his Ifeart, it would he the feeling suggested 
by Christ’s expostulation: ‘Why perseeutest thou Mk ( M IJiia 
feeling would be attended with thoughts of peace, with ly»pc, and 
with faith. He waited on God : and in his blindness a vision was 
"ranted to him. He seemed to behold one who came in to him, — 
and he knew by revelation that his name was Ananias,-- and it 
appeared to him that the stranger laid his hand on him, that he 
might receive his sight. * 

The economy of visions, by which God revealed and accomplished 
His will, is remarkably similar in the ease of Ananias and Saul at 
Damascus, and in that of Peter amf < f ornelius at Joppa and Ciesarea. 
The simultaneous preparation of the hearts of Ananias and Saul, 
and the simultaneous pi operation of those of Peter and Cornelius, 
the questioning and hesitation of Peter, and tin* questioning and 
hesitation of Ananias, the one doubting whether lie might make 
friendship with the Gentiles, the other doubting whether he might 
approach the enemy of the Church, the unhesitating obedience of 
each, when the Divine will was made clearly known, the state of 
mind in which both the Pharisee* and the Centurion were found, 
each waiting to see what the* Lord would say unto him, this close 
analogy will not be forgotten b\ thoM* wbo reverently read the two 
consecutive chapters, in winch the* baptism of Saul and the baptism 
of Cornelius are narrated in the Acts of the Apostles. 1 * 3 

And in another respect there is a close.* parallelism between the 
two histories. The same exact topographs characterises them both. 
In the one ease we have the lodging with ‘ Simon the Tanner,’ and 
the house ‘ by the sea*side ’ (x. b), in tlm other we have ‘ the house 
of Judas,’and 4 * 6 the street called Straight (ix. II). And as the shore, 
where 4 the saint beside the ocean prayed,’ is an unchanging feature 
of Joppa, which will over be dear to the < ’hristian heart ; * so are we 
allowed to hear in mind that tin* thoioughfares of Pastern cities do 


not change, ’ and to belicie that the ‘Straight Street,’ which still 
extends through Damascus in long perspective from the Eastern 


1 See Matt. xxv. 10, 1"». 

* Acts ix. 1 1. 

3 Acts ix. ami x. Compare al-o \i. 
5-18 with xxii. 1*2-10. 

* See The Christian Year; Momlav 

in Easter week. 

6 See I»rtl Nugent’s remark* on the 
Jerusalem Bazaar, in his Sucre*/ mu/ 
CiatKicnl Tmm/« % vol. li. pp. B*. U. 
Qunrcsmiti* says that the Stnmjht 
Street at Damascus w the ha/, jar, 
which he descritfCA as a street dnrs- 
eued anti covered over, a mile long ami 


as *.trnight as nn arrow, lie udda that 
there the hi nine <>f Jut hi a im shown, a 
commodious dwelling, with traces of 
having been once a ehurch, ami then a 
niO'.qpi*. The phier uf //< if it in in , he 
says, is a fountain not lar off, near the 
beginning of the street, where a hand¬ 
some ii,tir«li has lecn turned into a 
mosque, lie enters ulso very fully into 
the disruption of the traditionary 
huuor nf . ttmnni*, and give* a ground 
pi ill ol it. 
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Gate, ik the street where Ananias spoke to Saul. More than this 
we do not venture to say. In the first days of the Church, ancLfor 
some time afterwards, the local knowledge of the Christians at 
Damascus might be cherished and vividly retained. But now that 
through long ages Christianity in the East has been weak and de¬ 
graded, and Mahommedanism strong and tyrannical, we can only 
say that the spots still shown to travellers as the sites of the house 
of Ananias, and the house of Judas, and the place of baptism, may 
poseibly be true. 1 

Wo kns>w nothing concerning Ananias, except what we learn from 
St. Luke dr from St. Paid. He was a Jew who had become a 4 disci¬ 
ple ’ of Christ (ix. 10), and he was well reputed and held to be 
‘ devout according to the Law,’ among 4 ail the Jews who dwelt at 
Damascus ’ (xxii. 12). He is never mentioned by St. Paul in his 
Epistles ; and the later stories respecting his history are unsup- 
ported by proof.' 2 Though lie was not ignorant of the new con¬ 
vert’s previous character, it seems evident that he had no personal 
acquaintance with him ; or he would hardly have been described 
as 4 one called Saul, of Tarsus,’ lodging in the house of Judas. Ho 
was not an Apostle, nor one of the conspicuous members of the 
Church. And it was not without a deep significance, 3 that he, 
who was called to be an Apostle, should be baptized by one of 
whom the Church knows nothing, except that he was a Christian 
‘ disciple,’ and had been a 4 devout’ Jew. 

Ananias came into the house where Saul, faint, and exhausted 4 
with three days’ abstinence, still remained in darkness. When he 
laid his hands on his head, as the vision had foretold, immediately 
he would be recognised as the messenger of God, even before the 
words were spoken, 4 Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that ap¬ 
peared unto thee in the way as thou earnest, hath sent me, that thou 
mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.’ 
These words were followed, as were the words of Jesus Himself 
when He spoke to the blind, with an instantaneous dissipation of 
darkness : 4 There fell from his eyes as it had been scales : ’ and he 


1 Compare, among the older travel¬ 
lers, Thevcnot, parts i. and ii.; Mnun- 
drell (1714), p. 36; Poeocke, ii. 119. 
Mr. Stanley says, in a letter to the 
writer, that, there is no street now 
called Straight except by the Chris¬ 
tians, and that the street, so called by 
them does not contain the traditional 
house of Judas or of Ananias, which 
are, both shown elsewhere. See below, 
p. 83, u. 6. 

a Tradition says that he was one of 
the seventy disciples, that hew#- after¬ 
wards Bishop of Damascus, and stoned 
after many tortures under Licinius (or 
Lucian us) the Governor. 

a Ananias, as Chrysostom sivs, was 
not one of the leading Apostles, because 
Paul was not to l>e taught of men. On 
the other hand, this very circumstance 
shows the importance attached by God 


to baptism. Olshauscn, after remark¬ 
ing that Paul was made a member of 
the Churcb, not by his Divine Call, but 
b\ simple baptism, adds that this bap¬ 
tism of Paul by Ananias did not imply 
any inferiority or dependence, more 
than in the case of our Lord and John 
the Baptist. Observe the strong ex¬ 
pression in Acts xxii. 1G. 

* See Acts ix. 19. 

6 It is ditlicult to see why the words 
‘ there fell from his eyes as it had been 
scale'*,’ should be considered merely de¬ 
scriptive by ONhausen and others. One 
of the arguments for taking them lite¬ 
rally is the peculiar exactness of St. 
Luke in speaking on such subjects. 
See a paper on the medical style of St. 
Luke ill the Gentleman « Magazine for 
June 1841. 
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received sight forthwith ’ (ix. 18) : or, in his own more vivid Expres¬ 
sion* 1 * the same hour he looked up on the face of Ananias ’ (xxii. 13). 
It was a face he had never seen before. Hut the expression of 
Christian love assured him of reconciliation with Cod. Ho learnt 
that ‘ the God of his fathers ’ had chosen him ' to know His will,’ 
—‘ to see that Just One,’—‘to hear the voice of His mouth,*--to 
be ‘ His witness unto all men.’ 1 Ho was baptized, and ‘ the rivers 
of Damascus ’ became more to*him than ‘ all the waters of .ludali ’ * 
had been. His body was strengthened with food ; and his si»ul 
was made strong to ‘stiller great things ’ for the name iff Jesus, 
and to bear that name ‘before the Gentiles, and kings* and tho 
children of Israel.’ 3 . 

He began by proclaiming tho honour of that name to the children 
of Israel in Damascus. He was ‘ not disobedient to the heavenly 
vision ’(xxvi. lit), but ‘straightway preached in the synagogues that 
Jesus was the Son of God,’'--and ‘showed unto them that they 
should repent and tun? to God, an<l do works meet for repentance.’ 
His Rabbinical and I’harisaie learning was now used to uphold tho 
cause which he came to destroy. The Jews were astounded. They 
knew what he had been at Jerusalem. They knew why ho had 
come to Damascus. And now they saw him contradicting tho whole 
previous course of lus life, and utterly discarding that ‘commission 
of the high-priests,’ which had been the authority of his journey. 
Yet it was evident that lus conduct was not the result of a wayward 
and irregular impulse. His convictions never hesitated ; his energy 
grew continuallystronger, as he strove in the synagogues, maintain¬ 
ing the truth against the Jews, and ‘ arguing and proving that Jesus 
was indeed the Messiah.’ ' 

The period of his tirst. teaching at Damascus does not seem to 
have lasted long. Indeed it is evident that his life could not have 
been safe, had lie remained. The fury of (he Jews when they had 
recovered from their first surprise must have been excited to the 
utmost pitch; and they would soon have received a new commis¬ 
sioner from Jerusalem armed with full powcis to supersede and 
punish one whom they must have regarded as the most faithless of 
apostates. Saul left tho city, but not to return to Jerusalem. Con¬ 
scious of his Divine mission, he never felt that it was necessary to 
consult ‘ those who were Apostles before him, but he went into 
Arabia, and returned again into Damascus.’* 

Many questions have been raised concerning this journey into 
Arabia. The first question relates to the meaning of the word. 
From the time when the word ‘Arabia’ was first used by any of 
tho writers of Greece or Rome, it has always been a term of vaguo 
and uncertain import. Sometimes it includes Damascus ; sometimes 
it ranges over the Lebanon itself, and extends even to the borders 
of Cilicia. The native geographers usually reckon that stony dis¬ 
trict, of which l’etra was the capital, as belonging to Egypt,—and 

1 Acts xxii. 14, 15. 22 would make this probable, if the 

* See 2 Kings v. 12. authority of the MSS. were not doci- 

3 See Acts ix. 15, 16. sice. 

* Acts ix. 20. tV h.- v ‘Jesus’ and 1 Act* ix. 22. 

not ‘Christ’ ia the true reading. Verse * tial. L 17. 
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that wide desert toward the Euphrates, where the Bedouins of all 
ages have lived in tents, as belonging to Syria,—and have limited 
the name to the Peninsula between the Red Sea and the Persian 
Gulf, where Jernen, or ‘ Araby the Blest,’ is secluded on the south. 
In the three-fold division of Ptolemy, which remains in our popular 
langitttge when we speak of this still untravelled region, both the 
first and second of these districts were included under the name of 
tho third. And we must suppose St. Paul to have gone into one of 
the former, either that which touched Syria and Mesopotamia, or 
that whieh touched Palestine and Egypt. If he went into the first, 
we need hot suppose him to have travelled far from Damascus. 
For thougji the strong powers of Syria and Mesopotamia might 
check the Arabian tribes, and retrench the Arabian name in this 
direction, yet the Gardens of Damascus were on the verge of the 
desert, and Damascus was almost as much an Arabian as a Syrian 
town. 

And if ho went into Petriean Arabia, there still remains the ques¬ 
tion of his motive for the journey, and his employment when there. 
Either retiring before the opposition at Damascus, he went to preach 
the Gospel ; and then, in the synagogues of that singular capital, 
which was built amidst the rocks of Edom,' whence ‘Arabians’ 
came to the festivals at Jerusalem, 4 he testified of Jesus :—or he 
went for the purpose of contemplation and solitary communion with 
God, to deepen his repentance and fortify his soul with prayer ; and 
then perhaps his steps were turned to those mountain heights by 
tho Red Sea, which Moses and Eli jah had trodden before him. We 
cannot attempt to decide the question. The views which ditl'erent 
inquirers take of it will probably depend on their own tendency to 
the practical or the ascetic life. On the one hand, it may bo argued 
that such zeal could not be restrained, that Saul could not be silent, 
but that he wmdd rejoice in carrying into the metropolis of King 
Aretas the Gospel which his Ethnareh could afterwards hinder at 
Damascus. 3 On the other hand, it may be said that, with such 
convictions recently worked in his mind, he would yearn for soli¬ 
tude,—that a time of austere meditation before the beginning of a 
great work is in conformity with the economy of God,—that wo 
find it quite natural, if Paul followed the example of the Great 
Lawgiver and the Great Prophet, and of onk greater than Moses 
and Elijah, who, after His baptism and before Ilis ministry, 
1 returned from Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilder¬ 
ness.’ 4 

While Said is in Arabia, preaching the Gospel in obscurity, or 
preparing for his varied work by the intuition of Sacred Truth,—it 
seems the natural place for some reflections on the reality and the 
momentous significance of his conversion. It has already been re¬ 
marked, in what we have drawn from the statements of Scripture, 

1 Strabo, in Ills description of Petra, joumev from Jericho. See above, p. 67, 
says that his friend Athenodorua found n. 1. 
great numbers of strangers there. In - Acts ii. II. 
the same paragraph, after describing - 1 See 2 < 'or. xi. 32. 
its cliffs anA peculin'situation, he says 4 Luke iv. 1. 
that it was distant three or four days’ 
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that he was called directly by Christ without the intervention 6f any 
otheaApostle, and that the purpose of his call was clearly indicated, 
when Ananias baptized him. He was an Apostle ‘ not of men, 
neither by man,’ 1 and the Divine will was ‘to work among the 
Gentiles by his ministry.’ 2 3 But the unbeliever may still say that 
there are other questions of primary importance. He may suggest 
that this apparent change in the current of Saul's thoughts, and 
this actual revolution in the manner of his life, was either the con¬ 
trivance of deep and deliberate imposture, or the result of wild and 
extravagant fanaticism. Both, m ancient and modern tim^a, some 
have been found who have resolved this great occurrence*into the 
promptings of self-interest, or have ventured to call it. tin; offspring 
of delusion. There is an old story mentioned by Kpiphanius, from 
which it appears that the Ebionites were content to lind a motive for 
the change, in an idle story that he first became a dew that hemight 
marry the High Priest’s daughter, and then became the antagonist 
of Judaism because the*High Priest deceived him. * And there are 
modern .Jews, who are satislied with saying that he changed rapidly 
from one passion to another, like those impetuous souls w ho cannot 
hate or love by halves. Can wo then say that. St. Paul was simply 
a fanatic or an impu.stor { The question lias been so well answered 
in a celebrated English book, 1 that we are content to refer to it. It 
will never be. possible for anyone* to believe St. Paul to have been 
a mere fanatic, who duly considers his calm ness, his wisdom, his 
prudence, and, above all. Ins humility, a virtue which is not less 
inconsistent with fanaticism than with imposture. And how can wo 
suppose that, he was an impostor who changed his religion for selfish 
purposes ( Was he influenced b\ tin* ostentation of learning I He 
suddenly cast aside all that he had heen taught by Gamaliel, or 
acquired through long years of study, and took up the opinions of 
fishermen of Galilee, whom lie had scarcely ever seen, and who had 
never been educated in tin* schools. Was it the love of power 
which prompted the change / I lo abdicated in a moment the autho¬ 
rity which he possessed, for power ‘over a flock of sheep driven to 
the slaughter, whose Shepherd himself hail been murdered a little 
before, and ‘all he could hop« ftom that power was to he marked 
out in a particular manner for flu- same knife, which he had sect) so 
bloodily drawn against them.’ W as it tin* love of wealth ( W hat¬ 
ever might be # liis own worldly possessions at the time, he joined 
himself to those who were certainly poor, and the. prospect before 
him was that which was actually realised, of ministering fo his 
necessities with the labour of his hands. ’ Was it the love of fame / 
His prophetic power must have been miraculous, if he could look 


1 Gal. i. 1. Thin retirement into 
Arabia is itself an indication of hi* 
independent call. Sec Prof. Kllicott 
on Gal. i. 17. 

* Acts xxi. 19. 

3 Epiphanius, after telling the story, 
argues its impossibility from it* con¬ 
tradiction to Phil. iii. and 2 Cor. xi. 
Barnabas, though a Cyprian, was a 
L«viu?, and why not Paul a Jew 


though a Tardan V And are wc to 
Indlevi* he adds, what Kbion say* of 
Paul, or what peter say* of him (2 
Pet. iii.) ? 

* lyorif Lyttelton’s Ob$rrv*ition» oh 
the 4'mcernitm an*J sipo*tleahip of St. 
Paul. 

Arts xx. 33, 34 ; 1 Cpr. iv. 12 ; 1 

Thess. ii. 9, &c. * 


o 
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beyond the shame and scorn which then rested on the servants of a 
crucified Master, to that glory with which Christendom now sur¬ 
rounds the memory of St. Paul. 

And if the conversion of St. Paul was not the act of a fanatic or an 
impostor, then it ought to be considered how much this wonderful 
occufrence involves. As Lord Lyttelton observes, ‘ the conversion 
and apostleship of St. Paul alone, duly considered, is of itself a 
demonstration sufficient to prove Christianity to be a Divine reve¬ 
lation.’ Saul was arrested at the height of his zeal, and in tho 
midst of his fury. In the words of Chrysostom, ‘ Christ, like a 
skilful physician, healed him when his fever was at the worst and 
he proceeds to remark, in the same eloquent sermon, that the truth 
of Christ’s resurrection, and the present power of Him who had 
been crucified, were shown far more forcibly, than they could have 
been if Paul had been otherwise called. Nor ought we to forget 
tho great religious lessons wo are taught to gather from this event. 
We see the value set by God upon honesty and integrity, when wo 
find that he, ‘ who was before a blasphemer and a persecutor and 
injurious, obtained mercy because he did it ignorantly in unbelief.’ 1 
And we learn the encouragement given to all sinners who repent, 
when wo are told that ‘for this cause he obtained mercy, that in 
him first Jesus Christ might show forth all long-suffering, for a 
pattern to them which should hereafter believe on Him to life ever¬ 
lasting.’ * 

Wo return to tho narrative. Saul’s time of retirement in Arabia 
was not of long continuance. He was not destined to be the Evan¬ 
gelist of the East. In the Epistle to the Galatians (i. 18), 3 the 
time, from his conversion to his final departure from Damascus, is 
said to have been ‘ three years,’ which, according to the Jewish 
way of reckoning, may have been three entire years, or only one 
year with parts of two others. Meantime Saul had ‘ returned to 
Damascus, preaching boldly in the name of Jesus.’ (Acts ix. 27.) 
The Jews, being no longer able to meet him in controversy, resorted 
to that which is tho last argument of a desperate cause : 4 they 
resolved to assassinate him. Saul became acquainted with the con¬ 
spiracy : and all due precautions were taken to evade the danger, 
lint the political circumstances of Damascus at the time made escape 
very difficult. Either in the course of the hostilities which pre- 


■ 1 Tim. i- 13. See Luke xii. IS, 
xxiii. 31; Acts iii. 17; l Cor. ii. 8 . 
On the other ham!, ‘ unbelieving ig¬ 
norance’ is often mentioned in Scrip¬ 
ture, as an aggravation of sin: e. g. 
Kph. iv. IS, 11); 2 Tliess. i. 7, 8 . A 
man is deeply wretched \\ ho sins 
through ignorance ; and, as Augustine 
soys, l’aul in his unconverted state 
was like a sick raau who through mad¬ 
ness tries to kill his physician. 

51 A. Mound's ‘ Cimi Disctatrs' on 
St. Paul (Paris, 1852) were published 
shortly before the completion of the 
first edition, of this work. We have 
much pleasure here in referring to the 


third of these eloquent and instructive 
sermons, on the character and results 
of St. Paul's conversion. 

3 In Acts ix. 23, the time is said to 
have been ‘ many days.’ Pr. Paley 
has observed in a note on the /forte 
Puulinte a similar instance in the Old 
Testament (1 Kings ii. 38, 39), where 
‘ many days’ is used to denote a space 
of * three years :’—‘ And Shimei dwelt 
at Jernsaknt many days ; and it came 
to |mss, at the end of three years, that 
two of the servants of Shimei ran 
away.’ 

4 Chrysostom. 
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vailed along the Syrian frontiers between Herod Antipas and the 
Romans, on one side, and Aretas, King of Petra, on the other,—and 
possibly in consequence of that absence of Yitellius, 1 which was 
caused by the Emperor’s death,—the Arabian monarch lmd made 
himself master of Damascus, and the Jews, who sympathised with 
Aretas, were high in the favour of his ollicer, the Kthnarch. ^ Or 
Tiberius had ceased to reign, and his successor had assigned Damas¬ 
cus to the King of Petra, and the Jews had gained over his officer 
and his soldiers, as Pilate’s soldiers had once been gained over°at 
Jerusalem. St. Paul at least expressly informs us, 3 ^fiat ‘the 
Etlinarch kept watch over tlio city, with a garrison, purposing to 
apprehend him.’ St. Luke says, 1 that the Jews 4 watched the city- 
gates day ajid night, with the intention of hilling him.* The Jews 
furnished the motive, the Etlinarch the military force. The anxiety 
of the 4 disciples ’ was doubtless great, as when Peter was imprisoned 
by Herod, ‘ and prayer was made without ceasing of the Church 
unto God for him. ’ ’ ’Hicir anxiety, became the instrument of his 
safety. From an unguarded part of the wall, 0 in the darkness of 
the night, probably where some overhanging houses, os is usual in 
Eastern cities, opened upon the outer country, they let him down 
from a window 7 in a basket. There w its something of humiliation 


1 See above, p. 67. 

* Some have supposed that this F.tli- 
narcli was merely an officer who regu¬ 
lated the affairs of the Jews themselves, 
such as we know to have existed under 
this title in eities with many Jewish 
residents (p. 89). See Joseph. Ant. 
xix. 7, 2, and 8 , b ; IVar, ii. <J. 8 . Anger 
imagines that he was an officer of Arc- 
ta, accidentally residing in Damascus, 
who induced the 1 toman government 
to aid in the conspiracy of the Jews. 
Neither hypothesis seems very pro¬ 
bable. Schrader suggests that the 
Kthnarch’s wife might, perhaps, be a 
Jewish proselyte, as we know was the 
«a*e with a vast number of the women 
of Damascus. 

3 2 Cor. xi. 32. 

4 Acts ix. *24. 

3 Acts xii. 5. • 

G Quaresmius leaves the place in 
doubt. We conclude our notices of 
these traditional sites, by an extract 
from a letter received from the Kev. 
A. P. Stanley, shortly before the pub¬ 
lication of his Sinai and Palestine. 

4 The only spot now pointed out is a 
few hundred yards from the town walls, 
on the eastern side of the city, near the 
traditional scene of the Kscupe over 
the wall. It is only marked by a mass 
of oement in the ground, with a hollow' 
underneath, which the Damascus guides 
represent as a hole in which after his 
c*cape the Apostle concealed himself— 


and this is the only tradition which in 
the popular mind attaches to the place. 
All knowledge or imagination of the 
Conversion or of its locality lias en¬ 
tirely passed away. Hut the French 
monks in tlie Latin convent maintain 
(and no doubt truly) that this was the 
spot in <arlicr times believed to be the 
scene of that event, and that the re¬ 
mains of cement and masonry round 
about are the ruins of a Christian 
church or chapel built, in memorial. 
It is, if I remember right, the fourth of 
the four places mentioned by Qnarcs- 
mius. It is highly irnpiohnhle that it 
can be flie true r>ln<e [of the Con¬ 
version,') because there is no reason to 
behe\e that the road from Jerusalem 
should have fetched such a compass as 
to enter Damascus on the ea-t, instead 
of (ns at present) on the west or south.’ 
Mr. Porter (p. 43) says that it is only 
within the last century that the scene 
of the Conversion has been transferred, 
fiom interested motives, to the east 
from the west side of the city, His 
plan of Damascus now gives the means 
of seeing the traditionary localities \ try 
clearly. 

7 2 Cop xi. 33. So Knhah let down 
the •‘pies; and so David escaped from 
Saul. St. Paul’s word is used in the 
LXX. in both instances. The preposi¬ 
tion 4 through* being used both in Act* 
and 1 Cor., it is possible thfet the mo* 
exact explanation is that suggested t* 
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in this mode of escape ; and this, perhaps, is the reason why, in a 
letter written ‘ fourteen years ’ afterwards, he specifies the details, 
‘glorying in his infirmities,’ when he is about to speak of ‘ his 
visions and revelations of the Lord.’ 1 

Thus already the Apostle had experience of ‘ perils by his own 
coufitrymon, and perils in the city.’ Already ‘ in journeyings often, 
in weariness and painfulness,’ - lie began to learn ‘ how great things 
lie was to suffer’ for the name of Christ.® Preserved from destruc¬ 
tion at Damascus, he turned his steps towards Jerusalem. His 
motive for the journey, as he tells us in the Epistle to the Galatians, 
was a del-tiro to become acquainted with Peter. 4 Not that he was 
ignorant pf the true principles of the Gospel. He expressly tells us 
that he neither needed nor received any instruction in Christianity 
from those who were ‘Apostles before him.’ But he must have 
heard much from the Christians at Damascus of the Galihean fisher¬ 
man. Can we wonder that he should desire to see the Chief of the 
Twelve,—the brother with whom now he was consciously united in 
the bonds of a common apnstleship,—and w ho had long on earth 
been the constant companion of his Lord f 

How changed was everything since he had last travelled this 
road between Damascus and Jerusalem. Jf, when the day broke, 
he looked back upon that city from which lie had escaped under the 
shelter of night, as his eye ranged over the fresh gardens and the 
wide desert, how the remembuuiee of that first terrible vision would 
call forth a deep thanksgiving to Him, who had called him to be a 
‘partaker of His sufferings.’' And what feelings must have at¬ 
tended his approach to Jerusalem. ‘ He was returning to it from a 
spiritual, as Ezra had from a bodily, captivity, and to his renewed 
mind all things appeared new. What, an emotion smote his heart 
at the first distant view of the Temple, that house of sacrifice, that 
edifice of prophecy. Its sacrifices had been realised, the Lamb of 
God had been offered : its prophecies had been fulfilled, the Lord 
had come unto it. As lie approached the gates, he might have 
trodden the very spot where he had so e.vultingly assisted in the 
death of Stephen, and he entered them perfectly content, were it 
God’s will, to be dragged out through them to the same fate. He 
would feel a peculiar tie of brotherhood to that martyr, for he could 
not be now ignorant that the same Jesus who in such glory had 
called him, had but a little while before appeared in the same glory 
to assure the expiring Stephen. The ecstatic look and words of the 
dying saint now came fresh upon his memory with their real mean¬ 
ing. When he entered into the city, what deep thoughts were 
suggested by the haunts of his youth, and by the sight of the spots 


Prof. Lockett. lie observed ot Da¬ 
mascus ‘windows in die external fare 
of the wall, opening into houses on the 
inside of die city.’ (Cotmn.^n Arts.') 
In the larger editions is a view of a 
portion of ttie wollofmodern Damascus, 
supporting houses which project and 
face the open conn try. 

1 2 Cor' xi. 30, xii. 1-5. Both 
Schrader and Wieselcr are of opinion 


that the vision mentioned here is that 
which lie saw at Jerusalem on his re¬ 
turn from Damascus ( Acts xxii. 17; 
see below, p. K0), and which was natu¬ 
rally associated in his mind with the 
recollection of his c-ca|ie. 

- 2 Cor. xi. 20, 27. 

Acts ix. 10. 

« tial. i. in. 
s 1 Pet. iv. la 
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where he had so eagerly sought that knowledge which ho had now 
so eRgerly abandoned. What an intolerable burden had he cast oil'. 
He felt as a glorified spirit may be supposed to feel on revisiting 
the scenes of its fleshly sojourn.’ 1 

Yet not without grief and awe could lie look upon that city of his 
forefathers, over which he now knew that the judgment of God was 
impending. And not without sad emotions could one of so tender 
a nature think of the alienation of those who had once been his 
warmest associates. The grief of Gamaliel, the indignation of the 
Pharisees, the fury of the Hellenistic Synagogues, all this, he knew, 
was before him. The sanguine hopes, however, springing from his 
own honest convictions, and his fervent zeal to communicate the 
truth to others, predominated in his mind. Ho thought that they 
would believe as he had believed. He argued thus with himself,— 
that they well knew that lie had ‘ imprisoned and beaten in every 
synagogue them that believed in Jesus Ghrist,’ and that * when 
the blood of His martyr Stephen w-as shod, he also was standing by 
and consenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them that 
slew him,’ 2 —and that when they saw the change which had been 
produced in him, and heard the miraculous history he could tell 
them, they would not refuse to ‘ receive his testimony.’ 

Thus, with fervent zeal, and sanguine expectations, ‘ he attempted 
to join himself to the disciples ’ of Ghrist. ‘ Hut, as the Jews hated 
him, so the Christians suspected him. His escape had been too 
hurried to allow of his bringing ‘ letters of commendation.’ What¬ 
ever distant rumour might have reached them of an apparition on 
his journey, of his conduct at Damascus, of his retirement in Arabia, 
they could not believe that he was really a disciple. And then it 
was that Barnabas, already known to 11 s as a generous contributor 
of his wealth to the poor, 1 * * * came forward again as the ‘Son of 
Consolation,’-—‘took him by the hand,’ and brought him to the 
Apostles. - ’ It is probable that Barnabas and Saul were acquainted 
with each other before. Cyprus is within a few hours’ sail fr m 
Cilicia. The schools of Tarsus may naturally have attracted one 
who, though a Levite, was a Hellenist : and there the friendship 
may have begun, which lasted through many vicissitudes, til! if was 
rudely interrupted in the dispute at Antioch. 0 When Barnabas 
related how ‘the Lord’ Jesus Christ had personally appeared to 
Saul, and had.even spoken to him, and how ho had boldly main¬ 
tained the Christian cause in the synagogues of Damascus, then the 
Apostles laid aside their hesitation. Peter’s argument must have 
been what it was on another occasion : ‘ Forasmuch as God It. . h 
given unto him the like gift as lie did unto me, who am I Hint I 
should withstand God I’ 7 Ho and James, the Lord’s brother, tin- 
only other Apostle 14 who was in Jerusalem at the time, gave to him 


1 Scripture Iiiugrapht/, by Arch¬ 
deacon I'.vim-, second scries, p. 337. 

2 The argument used in his ecstasy 

in the Temple (Acts x\ii. J7-21), 

when it was revealed to him that those 

in .Jerusalem would not receive his 

testimony. 


i Acts ix. 26. 

1 Acts iv. 36. 

* Acts ix. 27. 

Arts XV. 3th 
7 Arts xi. 17. , 

” ‘ When Saul was cqme to Jeru¬ 
salem . . . Barnahas took him and 
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‘ the fight hands of fellowship. ’ And he was with them, ‘ coming 
in and going out,’ more than forgiven for Christ’s sake, welcomed 
and beloved as a friend and a brother. 

This first meeting of the fisherman of Bethsaida and the tentmaker 
of Tarsus, the chosen companion of Jesus on earth and the chosen 
Phafisee who saw Jesus in the heavens, the Apostle of the circum¬ 
cision and the Apostle of the Gentiles, is passed over in Scripture in 
a few words. The Divine record does not linger in dramatic de¬ 
scription on those passages which a mere human writing would 
labour fb embellish. What took place in the intercourse of these 
two Sainfs,—what was said of Jesus of Nazareth who suffered, died, 
and was buried,—and of Jesus, the glorified Lord, who had risen 
and ascended, and become ‘ head over all tilings to the Church,’— 
what was felt of Christian love and devotion,—what was learnt, 
under the Spirit’s teaching, of Christian truth, has not been revealed, 
and cannot be known. The intercourse was full of present comfort, 
and full of great consequence*.. But it did not last long. Fifteen 
days passed away, and the Apostles were compelled to part. The 
same zeal which had caused his voice to be heard in the Hellenistic 
Synagogues in the persecution against Stephen, now led Saul in the 
same Synagogues to declare fearlessly his adherence to Stephen’s 
cause. The same fury which had caused the murder of Stephen, 
now brought the murderer of Stephen to the verge of assassination. 
Once more, as at Damascus, the Jews made a conspiracy to put 
Saul to death : and once more ho was rescued by the anxiety of the 
brethren. 1 

Reluctantly, and not without a direct intimation from on high, he 
retired from the work of preaching the Gospel in Jerusalem. Ashe 
was praying one day in the Temple, it came to pass that he fell into 
a trance, 3 and in his ecstasy ho saw Jesus, who spoke to him, and 
said, ‘ Make haste and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem ; for they 
will not receive thy testimony concerning me.’ He hesitated to 
obey the command, his desire to do God’s will leading him to 
struggle against the hindrances of God’s providence—and the 
memory of Stephen, which haunted him even in his trance, furnish¬ 
ing him with an argument.® But the command was more peremp¬ 
tory than before : ‘ Depart; for I will send thee far hence unto the 
Gentiles.’ The scene of his apostolic victories was not to be 
Jerusalem. For the third time it was declared to him that the 
field of his labours was among the Gentiles. This secret revelation 
to his soul conspired with the outward difficulties of his situation. 
The care of God gave the highest sanction to the anxiety of the 


brought him to tho Apostles . . . and 
he was with them coming ill and going 
out at Jerusalem.’ (Acts ix. 2G-2K.) 
‘After three years I went up to Jeru¬ 
salem to see l'eter, and abode with him 
fifteen days. Hut other of the Apostles 
saw I none, save James the Lord's 
brother.’ (Gal. i. 18, 19.) 

1 Acts ix.,29, 80. 

* See Acts xxii. 17—21. Though 
Schrader is sometimes laboriously un¬ 


successful in explaining the miraculous, 
yet we need not entirely disregard what 
lie says concerning the oppression of 
spirit, under the sense of being mis¬ 
trusted and opposed, with which Saul 
came tapray in tho Temple. And we 
may eompu're tho preparation for St. 
Peter’s vision, before the conversion of 
Cornelius. 

3 Compare the similar expostulations 
of Ananias, ix. 13, and of Peter, x. 14. 
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brethren. And he suffered himself to be withdrawn fibm the 
Holy City. 

They brought him down to Cmsarea by the sea, 1 2 * * * * * and from Cmsarea 
they sent him to Tarsus. 8 His own expression in the Epistle to the 
Galatians (i. 21) is that he went 1 into the regions of Syria and 
Cilicia.’ From this it has been inferred that he went first*from 
Cmsarea to Antioch, and then from Antioch to Tarsus. And such 
a course would have been perfectly natural ; for the communication 
of the city of Ciesar and the Herods with the metropolis of Syjia, 
either by sea and the harbour of Seleucia, or by the great ewast-road 
through Tyro and Sidon, was easy and frequent. Hut the suppo¬ 
sition is unnecessary. in consequence of the range of Mount Taurus 
(p. 17), Cilicia has a greater geographical affinity with Elyria than 
with Asia"Minor. Hence it has existed in frequent political combi¬ 
nation with it from the time of the old Persian satrapies to the 
modern pachalics of the Sultan : and ‘Syria and Cilicia’ appears in 
history almost as a generic geographical term, the more important 
district being mentioned first. s within the limits of this region 
Saul’s activities were now exorcised in studying and in teaching at 
Tarsus,—or in founding those Churches 1 which wore afterwards 
greeted in the Apostolic letter from Jerusalem, as the brethren ‘in 
Antioch, and Syria, and Cilicia,’and which Paul himself continued 
after his separation from Barnabas, travelling through ‘ Syria and 
Cilicia.’ 

Whatever might bo the extent of his journeys within these limits, 
we know at least that lie was at Tarsus. Once more we find him in 
the home of Iris childhood. It is the last time we are distinctly told 
that he was there. Now at least, if not before, we maybe sure that 
he would come into active intercourse w ith the Heathen philosophers 
of the place.’’ In his last residence at Tarsus, a few years before, 

1 Olslmuseu is certainly mistaken 1 Acts xv. 2.'1, *11. When we timl 

in supposing that Ciesarea Philippi is the existeneo of Ciliciati < 'liurehcs mcn- 
meant Whenever •Caesarea’ is spoken tione<l, tin; obvious inference is that St. 
of absolutely, it always means Ca'-area Paul founded them during this period 
Stratum.**. Ami even if it is assume*! The passage in Strabo, referred to 

that Saul travelled by laud through above, Chap-1. p.! b, is so i m port a i it that 
Syria to Tarsus, this would not have we give a free translation of it here, 
been the natural course. It is true ‘The men of this place are so zealous 
enough that this Ciesarea is nearer the in the study of philosophy ami tin* 
Syrian frontier than the other ; but tin* whole circle of education, that they 
physical character of the country is surpass both Athens ami Alexandria, 
such that the Apoatle would naturally and every place that cool*! be mon¬ 
go by the other Ciesarea, unless indeed tinned, where schools of philosophers 
he travelled by Damascus to Antioch, are found. Ami the dillercnce amounts 
which is highly improbable. to thi-. Here, those w ho are fond of 

2 Acts ix. dll. learning an* all natives, ami strangers 

•* This is well illustrated by the hope- do not willingly reside here; and they 

less feeling of the tlrcok soldiers in the themselves do not remain, but tinish 

Anabasis, when Cyrus had drawn them their education Abroad, and gladly take 

into Cilicia; by various passages in the up they- residence elsewhere, ami few 
history of the Seleucids; by the ar- return. Whereas, in tie- other cities 

rangeinents of the Homans with An- which 1 have just mentioned, except 

tioehus ; by the division of provinces Alexandria, the contrary takes plats*; 
in the I .at hr Empire; and by the course for many come to them and live there 
of the M ahum moduli conquests. willingly; but you will nee few of the 
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he was % Jew, and not only a Jew but a Pharisee, and he looked on 
the Gentiles around him as outcasts from the favour of God. JTow 
he was a Christian, and not only a Christian, but conscious of his 
mission as the Apostle of the Gentiles. Therefore he would surely 
meet the philosophers, and prepare to argue with them on their 
own ground, as afterwards in the ‘ market ’ at Athens with ‘ the 
Epicureans and the Stoics. ’ 1 Many Stoics of Tarsus were men of 
celebrity in the Roman Empire. Athenodorus, the tutor of Au¬ 
gustus, has already been mentioned. 2 He was probably by this time 
deceased^ and receiving those divine honours, which, as Lucian 
informs us, were paid to him after his death. The tutor of Tiberius 
also was a Tarsian and a Stoic. His name was Nestor. He was 
probably al this time alive : for he lingered to the age of ninety-two, 
and, in all likelihood, survived his wicked pupil, whose death wo 
have recently noticed. Now among these eminent sages and instruc¬ 
tors of Heathen Emperors was one whose teaching was destined to 
survive, when the Stoic philosophy should ha”e perished, and whose 
words still instruct the rulers of every civilised nation. How far 
Saul’s arguments had any success in this quarter we cannot even 
guess ; and we must not anticipate the conversion of Cornelius. At 
least, he was preparing for the future. In the Synagogue we cannot 
believe that he was silent or unsuccessful. In his own family, we 
may well imagine that some of those Christian ‘ kinsmen,’ 3 whose 
names are handed down to us,—possibly his sister, the playmate of 
his childhood, and his sister’s son,* who afterwards saved his life,— 
were at this time by his exertions gathered into the fold of Christ. 

Here this chapter must close, while Saul is in exile from the 
earthly Jerusalem, but diligently occupied in building up the walls 
of the ‘Jerusalem which is above.’ And it was not without one 
great and important consequence that that short fortnight had been 
spent in Jerusalem. He was now known to Peter and to James. 
His vocation was fully ascertained and recognised by the heads of 
the Judaean Christians. It is true that he was yet ‘ unknown by 
face’ to the scattered Churches of Judaea. 5 But they honoured him 
of whom they had heard so much. And when the news came to 
them at intervals of all that he was doing for the cause of Christ, 
they praised God and said, ‘ Behold ! he who was once our perse- 

natives either going abroad for the sake tion than that resulting from relation- 
<>f philosophy, or coring to study it nt ship alone. 

home. The Alexandrians have both See (lal. i. 21-24. The form of 

characters; for they receive many the Greek words seems to imply a con- 
strangers, and send out of their own tinned preaching of the Gospel, the 
people not a few.’ intelligence of which came now and 

1 Acts xvii. 17, 18. then to Judtea. From what follows, 

• Sec p. 37. however (‘Then fourteen years aftcr- 

3 Rom. xvi. See p. 89. wards ’), St. Paul appears to describe 

4 About twenty years after this time in i. 23, 24, the effect produced by the 
(Acts xxiii. 17,'23) he is called ‘a tidings not only of his labours in’Tar- 
young man,’ the very word Which is sus, but of his subsequent and more 
used of Saul himself (Acts vii. 58) at extensive labours as a missionary to 
the stoning of Stephen. It is justly the Heathen. It should be added/that 
remarked by Hemsen that the young Wicscler thinks he stayed only half a 
man’s anxiety for his uucle (xxiii. year at Tarsus. 

16-23) seems to imply a closer a (fee- 
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cutor is now bearing the glad tidings of that faith which formerly 
he laboured to root out;’‘and they glorified God in him.’ 



Coin of Aretas, King of Damascus. 1 


1 Three members of this dynasty A few words concerning the mean- 
come prominently before us in history, ing of the word Klhmnrh may titly 
The first is mentioned in the annals of conclude this note. It properly de- 
the Maccabees. The seewid was 00 - nojed the governor of a dependent 
temporary with the last of the Scion- ilistriol, like Simon tlie high-priest 
elds. Damascus was once in his power under Syria (1 Maee. xiv. 17), or 
(Joseph. Ant. xiii, l.'J, 3; Wdr, i. (i, 2), Herod’s soil Arehelaus under Home 
and it is his submission to the Roman (Joseph. A til. xvii. 11, I). Itut it was 
Scaurus which is represented in the also used as the. designation of a 
coin. The third is that of St. Paul. magistrate or consul allowed to Jewish 
As to the Aretas, who is mentioned residents living under their own laws 
m 2 Mace. v. 8, the words used there in Alexandria and other cities. (See 
of the innovating high-priest Jason Strabo, as quoted by Josephus, An/. 
are so curiously applicable to the case xiv. 7, 2.) Some writers (and among 
of St. Paul, that we cannot forbear them Mr. Lewin, Life and Epistle* of 
quoting them. ‘In the end, there- St. Paul, vol. i. p, 70) think that the 
fore, lie bad an unhappy return, being word is used in that, sense here. But 
accused before Aretas the king of the such a magistrate would hardly have 
Arabians, lleeing from city to city, pur- been called ‘the Ktlmareh of Aretas,’ 
sued of all men, hated as a forsaker of and (as Dean Alford observes on 2 for. 
the laws, and being had in abomination xi. !I2) be would not have had th# 
as an open enemy ot his country.’ power of guarding the city. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

wTder Diffusion of Christianity.—Antioch.—Chronology of the Acts.—Reign 
of Caligula.—Claudius and Herod A grappa I.—The Year 41. —Conversion 
of the Uentiles.—St. Peter and Cornelius.—Joppa and Caesarea.—St. Peter’s 
Vision.—Baptism of Cornelius.— Intelligence from Antioch.— Mission of 
Barnabas. — Saul with Barnabas at Antioch. — The Name ‘Christian.* — 
Description and History of Antioch.—Character of its Inhabitants.—Earth¬ 
quakes.—Famine.—Barnabas and Saul at Jerusalem.—Death of St. James 
and of Herod Agrippa.—Return with Mark to Antioch.—Providential Pre¬ 
paration of St. Paul.—Results of his Mission to Jerusalem. 

f 

Hithekto the history of the Christian Church lias been confined 
within Jewish limits. We have followed its progress beyond the 
walls of Jerusalem, but hardly yet beyond the boundaries of Pales¬ 
tine. If any traveller from a distant country has been admitted 
into the community of believers, the place of his baptism has not 
been more remote than the ‘desert’ of Gaza. If any ‘aliens from 
the commonwealth of Israel ’ have been admitted to the citizenship 
of the spiritual Israelites, they have been ‘strangers’ who dwell 
among the hills of Samaria. But the time is rapidly approaching 
when the knowledge of Christ must spread more rapidly,—when 
those who possess not that Book, which caused perplexity on the 
road to Ethiopia, will hear and adore His name,—and greater 
strangers than those who drew water from the well of Sycliar will 
come nigh to the Fountain of Life. The same dispersion which 
gathered in the Samaritans, will gather in the Gentiles also. The 
‘ middle wall of partition ’ being uttei'ly broken down, all will be 
called by the new and glorious name of 1 Christian. ’ 

And as we follow the progress of events, and find that all move¬ 
ments in the Church begin to have more and more reference to the 
Heathen, we observe that these movements begin to circulate more 
and more round a new centre of activity. Not Jerusalem, but 
Antioch, — not the Holy City of God’s ancient people, but the profane 
city of the Greeks and Romans,—is the place to which the student of 
sacred history is now directed. During the remainder of the Acts 
of the Apostles our attention is at leivst divided between Jerusalem 
and Antioch, until at last, after following St. Paul’s many journeys, 
we come with him to Rome. For some time Constantinople must 
remain a city of the future ; but we are more than once reminded of 
the greatness of Alexandria : 1 and thus even in the life of the 
Apostle we find prophetic intimations of four of the five great centres 
of the early Catholic Church. 3 

1 See Acts vi. 0 (with ii. tO), xxvii. 1 The allusion is to the Patriarch- 
0, xxviii. 11; ami compare Acts xviii. ates of Jerusalem, Alexandria, Antioch, 
24, xix. 1‘, with 1 Cor. i. 12, iii. 4-<i, Home, ami Constantinople, 
ami l'it. ii/. 13. 
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At present wo are occupied with Antioch, and the point before us 
is tllat particular moment in the Church’s history, when it was first 
called ‘Christian.’ Both the place and the emit are remarkable : 
and the time, if we are able to determine it, is worthy of our atten¬ 
tion. Though we are following the course of an individual bio¬ 
graphy, it is necessary to pause, on critical occasions, to look around 
Dii what is passing in the Empire at largo. And, happily, we are 
now arrived at a point where we are able distinctly to see the path 
of the Apostle’s life intersecting the general history of the peribd. 
This, therefore, is the right place for a few chronological remarks. 
A few such remarks, made once for all, may justify what has gone 
before, and prepare the way for subsequent, chapters. • 

Some readers may be surprised that up to this point wo have 
made no attempts to ascertain or to state exact chronological details. 1 * * 4 
But theologians are well aware of the difficulties with which such 
inquiries are attended, in the beginnings of St. Paul’s biography. 
The eaxly chapters in flic Acts are like the narratives in the <»<ispels. 
It is often hardly possible to learn how far the events related were 
cotemporary or consecutive. We should endeavour in vain to de¬ 
termine the relations of time, which subsist between Paid’s retire¬ 
ment into Arabia and Peter’s visit to the converted Samaritans,' or 
between the journey of one Apostle from Joppa to Caesarea and the 
journey of the other from Jerusalem to Tarsus.' 1 Still less have wo 
sufficient data for pronouncing upon the absolute chronology of the 
earliest transactions in the Church. No one can tell what particular 
folly or crime was engaging Caligula’s attention, when Paul was first 
made a Christian at Damascus. No one can tell on what work of 
love the Christians were occupied when the Emperor was inaugu¬ 
rating his bridge at Puteoli, * or exhibiting his fantastic pride on the 
shores of the British Sea.'’ In a work of this kind it is better to 
place the events of the Apostle’s life in the broad light cast by tile 
leading features of the period, than to attempt to illustrate them 
by the help of dates, which, after all, can be only conjectural. Thus 
we have been content to say, that he was born in the strongest 
and most flourishing period of the reign of Augustus ; and that he 
was converted from the religion of the Pharisees about the fime 
when Caligula succeeded Tiberius. But soon after we enter on the 
reign of Claudius we encounter a coincidence which arrests our 
attention. \\e must first take a rapid glance at the reign of his 
predecessor. Though the cruelty of that reign stung the Jews in 
every part of the empire, and produced an indignation which never 
subsided, one short paragraph will be enough for all that need bo 
said concerning the abominable tyrant.” 

In the early part of the year 37 Tiberius died, and at the close of 
the same year Nero was born. Betwqpn the reigns of these two 

1 Sec above, pp. 37, G8, G9, and S3. no more meaning Ilian Napoleon’s 

f Acts viii.and Aotsix. (with tlal.i.). rolumn*at Boulogne; but in till- next 

:1 Acts ix. and Arts x. reign Britain was really conquered. See 

4 Where St. It ml afterwards landed, below. 

Arts xxviii. 13. 0 The reader is lure requested to 

4 Herod was with Caligula in this refer to pp. 23, 21, 37, 38, 45, 4<i, 53, 
progress. This emperor's triumph had 67, and the notes. 
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emperors are those of Caligula and Claudius. The four years dvjring 
which Caligula sat on the throne of the world were miserable for all 
the provinces, both in the west and in the east. 1 In Gaul his insults 
were aggravated by his personal presence. In Syria his caprices 
were,felt more remotely, but not less keenly. The changes of ad¬ 
ministration were rapid and various. In the year 36, the two great 
actors in the crime of the crucifixion had disappeared from the 
public places of Judaea. Pontius Pilate 2 had been dismissed by 
Vitellimj to Rome, and Marcellus sent to govern in his stead. 
Caiaphas Jiad been deposed by the safme secular authority, and suc¬ 
ceeded by Jonathan. Now, in the year 37, Vitellius was recalled 
from Syria, and Petronius came to occupy the governor’s residence 
at Antioch. Marcellus at Csesarca made way for Marullus : and 
Theophilus was appointed high-priest at Jerusalem in place of 
his brother Jonathan. Agrippa, the grandson of Herod the Great, 
was brought out of the prison where Tiberjus had confined him, 
and Caligula gave a royal crovtnp' with the tetrarcliics of two of his 
uncles, to the frivolous friend of his youth. And as this reign 
began with restless change, so it ended in cruelty and impiety. The 
emperor, in the career of his blasphemous arrogance, attempted to 
force the Jews to worship him as God. 4 < )ne universal feeling of 
horror pervaded the scattered Israelites, who, though they had 
scorned the Messiah promised to their fathers, were unable to 
degrade themselves by a return to idolatry. Petronius, who fore¬ 
saw what the struggle must be, wrote letters of expostulation to his 
master : Agrippa, who was then in Italy, implored his patron to 
pause in what he did : an embassy was sent from Alexan¬ 
dria, and the venerable and learned Philo '’ was himself commis¬ 
sioned to state the inexorable requirements of the Jewish religion. 
Everything appeared to be hopeless, when the murder of Caligula, 
on tho 24th of January, in the year 41, gave a sudden relief to the 
persecuted people. 

With tho accession of Claudius (a.o. 41) the Holy Land had a 
king once more. Jiuhea was added to the tctrarchies of Philip and 
Antipas, and Herod Agrippa I. ruled over the wide territory which 
had been governed by his grandfather. With the alleviation of the 
distress of the Jews, proportionate suffering came upon the Chris¬ 
tians. The 1 rest ’ which, in the distractions of Caligula’s reign, the 

1 The best portraits of this cm- 1 It appears from 'Dio Cassius ami 
peror are on tiro large copper imperial Suetonius that this was part of a ge- 
eoins. neral system for ex tending the worship 

* He did not arrive at Rome till of himself through the empire, 
after the death of Tiberius. Like his 5 See above, pp. 8, 30, and 53. 
predecessor, he had governed .1 uihea Philo’s account of this embassy is, next 
during ten or eleven years, the emperor after Josephus, the most important 
having a great dislike to frequent writing of the period for throwing light 
changes in the provinces. on the condition of the Jews in Ca- 

3 Tiberius bad imprisoned him, be- ligula’s reign. The Jewish envoys had 
cause of a conversation overheard by their interview with the emperor at 
a slave, when Caligula and Herod Puteoli, in the autumn of the same 
Agrippa were together in a carriage, vear (40 A.n.) in which he had made 
Agrippa was much at Rome both nt his progress through Gaul to the shore 
the beginuing and end of Caligula's of the ocean, 
reign. See p. 23, n. 8. 
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Churches had enjoyed ‘throughout all Judea, and Galilee, and 
SamSria,’ was now at an end. ‘About this time Herod the king 
stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the Church. ’ He slew 
one Apostle, and ‘ because he saw it pleased the Jews,’ he pro¬ 
ceeded to imprison another. But he was not long spared to seek 
popularity among the Jews, or to murder and oppress the (Jhristfans. 
In the year 44 he perished by that sudden and dreadful death 
which is recorded in detail by Josephus and St. Luke. 1 In close 
coincidence with this event we have the mention of a certainjourntsy 
of St. Paul to Jerusalem. Heto, then, wo have one of those lines 
of intersection between the sacred history and the general history 
of the world, on which the attention of intelligent Christians ought 
to be fixed. This year, 44 a. and another year, the year (50 a. n. 
(in which Felix ceased to be governor of Judina, and, leaving St. 
Paul bound at Cicsarea, was succeeded by Festus), are the two chro¬ 
nological pivots of the apostolic history. * By help of them we find 
its exact place in the fritter history *>f the world. Between those 
two limits the greater part of what we are told of St. Paul is 
situated and included. 

Using the year 44 as a starting-point for the future, wo gain a 
new light for tracing the Apostle’s steps. It is evident that wo 
have only to ascertain the successive intervals of his life, in order 
to see him at every point, in his connection with the transactions of 
the Empire. We shall observe this often as we proceed. At present 
it is more important to remark that the same date throws some 
light on that earlier part of the Apostle’s path which is confessedly 
obscure. Beckoning backwards, wo remember that ‘three years’ 
intervened between his conversion and return to .Jerusalem. 3 
Those who assign the former event to 3!) or 40, and those who fix 
on 37 or some earlier year, differ as to the length of time I 10 spent 
at Tarsus, or in ‘ Syria and Cilicia.’ 4 All that we can say with cer¬ 
tainty is, that St. Paid was converted more than three years before 
the year 44. 


1 Ant. xix. 8. Acts xii. The proof 
that his death took place in 'l l may be 
seen in Anger and Wioseler ; and, 
indeed, it is hardly doubted by any. A 
coincident and corroborative proof of 
the time of St. Paul’s journey to Jeru¬ 
salem, is allordeif by‘the mention of 
the Famine , which i« doubtless that 
recorded by Josephus (see l»clow, p. 
104). Anger has shown that this 
famine must be assigned to the interval 
l>etween 44 and 47 ; and Wicseler lias 
fixed it more closely to the year 4o. See 
the Chronological Table at the end of 
the work. 

* It ought to be stated that the 
latter date cannot be established by 
the same exact proof as the former: 
but, as a political fact, it must always 
be a cardinal point of reference in any 
system of Scripture chronology. Anger 
and Wieseler, by a careful induction 


of particulars, have made it highly 
probable that Festtis succeeded Felix 
in the year Mb More will be said on 
this subject when we come to Acts 
xxiv. 27. 

1 Gal. i. 18. 

4 Acts ix. JO ; Gal. i. 21. Wicseler, 
with Schrader, thinks that he stayed 
at Tarsus only half a year or a year ; 
Anger, that he was there two years, 
1st ween 11 and 4.1: llemsen, that he 
spent there the years 40, 41, and 42. 
Among the English writers, lip. Pear¬ 
son imagines that great part of the 
interval after Jit w r as passed in Syria ; 
Hiirton, %yio places the conversion very 
early, is forced to allow nine or ten 
years for the time spent in Syria and 
Cilicia. 

'» Wieseler places the Conversion in 
the year 31* or 40, 
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The date thus important for all students of Bible chronology is 
worthy of special regard by the Christians of Britain. For in that 
year the Emperor Claudius returned from the shores of this island 
to the metropolis of his empire. He came hero in command of a 
military expedition, to complete the work which the landing of Ctesar, 
a century before, had begun, or at least predicted. 1 * When Claudius 
was in Britain, its inhabitants were not Christian. They could 
hardly in any sense be said to have been civilised. He came, as he 
thought, to add a barbarous province to his already gigantic empire; 
but he really came to prepare the w;ty for the silent progress of the 
Christian Church. His troops were the instruments of bringing 
among out barbarous ancestors those charities which were just then 
beginning to display themselves 3 in Antioch and Jerusalem. A 
‘new name’ was faintly rising on the Syrian shore, which was des¬ 
tined to spread like the cloud seen by the Prophet’s servant from 
the brow of Mount Carmel. A better civilisation, a better citizen¬ 
ship, than that of the Roman'Empire, was preparing for us and for 
many. One Apostle at Tarsus was waiting for his call to proclaim 
the Gospel of Christ to the Gentiles. Another Apostle at Joppa 
was receiving a divine intimation that ‘God is no respecter of 
persons, but that in every nation he that feareth Him and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with Him.’ 3 

If wo could ascertain the exact chronological arrangement of these 
passages of Apostolical history, great light would be thrown on the 
circumstantial details of the admission of Gentiles to the Church, 
and on the growth of the Church’s conviction on this momentous 
subject. We should then bo able to form some idea of the meaning 
and results of the fortnight spent by Paul and Peter together at 
Jerusalem (p. 80). But it is not permitted to us to know the 
manner and degree in which the different Apostles were illuminated. 
We have not been informed whether Paul ever felt the difficulty of 
Peter,—whether he knew from the first the full significance of his 
call,—whether he learnt the truth by visions, or by the gradual 
workings of his mind tinder the teaching of the Holy Spirit. 4 All 
wo can confidently assert is, that he did not learn from St. Peter 
tho mystery ‘ which in other ages was not made known unto the 
sons of men, as it was now revealed unto God’s holy Apostles by 
the Spirit; that the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same 
body, and partakers of His promise in Christ by thw Gospel.’ 5 

If St. Paul was converted in 39 or 40, and if the above-mentioned 
rest of tho Churches was in the last years of Caligula (a.d. 39-41), 
and if this rest was the occasion of that journey to Lydda and Joppa 
which ultimately brought St. Peter to Ciesarea, then it is evident 
that St. Paul was at Damascus or in Arabia when Cornelius was 

1 It may be gathered from iSio Cas- communicated to St. Paul, evidentlv 
sins, that the Emperor left Home in opens a wide field for speculation, ft 
July 43, and returned in‘January is Well treated bv Dr. Davidson (/n/rorf. 
45. vol. ii. pp. 75-80), who believes that 

* See Acts xi. 22—24,and 27-30. the full disclosures of the Gospel were 

3 Acts x. 34, 35. made to him in Arabia. 

4 The question touched on here, viz. 5 Eph. iii. 4—0. See Col. i. 26, 27. 

when the complete truth of Christ was 
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baptized. 1 Paul was summoned to evangelise the Heathen, and 
Pete? began the work, almost simultaneously. The groat transaction 
of admitting the Gentiles to the Church was already accomplished 
when the two Apostles met at Jerusalem. St. Paul would thus 
learn that the door had been opened for him by the hand of another ; 
and when he went to Tarsus, the later agreement - might then lTave 
been partially adopted, that ho should ' go to the Heathen,’ while 
Peter remained as the Apostle of ‘ the Circumcision.’ 

If we are to bring down the conversion of Cornelius nearer to the 
year 44, and to place it in thatanterval of time which St. Pjtul spent 
at Tarsus, 3 then it is natural to suppose that his conversations pre¬ 
pared Peter’s mind for the change which was at hand, and sowed 
the seeds of that revolution of opinion, of which the vision at Joppa 
was the crisis and completion. Paul might learn from Peter (ns 
possibly also from Barnabas) many of the details of our blessed 
Saviour’s life. And Peter, meanwhile, might gather from Paul 
some of those higher views concerning the Gospel which prepared 
him for the miracles which he afterwards saw in the household of 
the Roman centurion. Whatever might be the obscurity of St. 
Paul’s early knowledge, whether it. was revealed to him or not that 
the Gentile converts would be called to overleap the ceremonies of 
Judaism on their entrance into the Church of Christ ,—110 could not 
fail to have a clear understanding that his own work was to lie 
among the Gentiles. 'This had been announced to him at his first 
conversion (Acts xxvi. 17, 18), in the words of Ananias (Acts ix. 
15) : and in the vision preceding his retirement to Tarsus (Acts 
xxii. 21), the words which commanded him to go were, ‘ Depart, 
for I will send thee far hence to the Gentiles.’ 

In considering, then, the conversion of t 'ornelius to have happened 
after this journey from Jerusalem to Tarsus, anil before the mission 
of Barnabas to Antioch, we are adopting the opinion most in accord¬ 
ance with the independent standing-point occupied by St. Paul. 
And this, moreover, is the view which harmonises best with the 
narrative of Scripture, where the order ought to be reverently re¬ 
garded as well as the tronl .1. In the order of Scripture narration, 
if it cannot be proved that the preaching of Peter at Ciesarea was 
chronologically earlier than the preaching of Paul at Antioch, it is 
at least brought before us theologically, as the beginning of the 
Gospel made known to the Heathen. When an important change 
is at hand, God usually causes a silent preparation in the minds of 
men, and some great fact occurs, which may be taken as a type and 
symbol of the general movement. Such a fact was the conversion 
of Cornelius, and so we must consider it. 

The whole transaction is related and reiterated with so much 
minuteness/ that, if we were writing a history of the Church, wo 
should be required to dwell upon it at length. But here we have 
only to do with it as the point of union between Jews and Gentiles, 

1 This is Wieseler’s view ; but his ar~ * (ial. ii. ft. 
guments are not conclusive. Hy some * On the duration of this interval, 
(as by Schrader) It is linslilv taken see nlsivc, p. iid, n. 4. 
for granted that St. Paul preached the 4 S-e the whole narrative, Acta x. 1 
Gospel to Gentiles at Damascus. -xi. 19. 
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and as the bright starting-point of St. Paul’s career. A few words 
may be allowed, which are suggested by this view of the transaction 
as a typical fact in the progress of God’s dispensations. The two 
men to whom the revelations were made, and even the places where 
the Divine interferences occurred, were characteristic of the event. 
Corftelius was in Ciesarea and St. Peter in Joppa;-—the Roman 
soldier in the modern city, which was built and named in the Em¬ 
peror’s honour,—the Jewish Apostle in the ancient sea-port which 
associates its name with the early passages of Hebrew history, — 
with tli& voyage of Jonah, the building of the Temple, the wars of 
the Maccabees. 1 2 All the splendour of Ciesarea, its buildings and 
its ships,.and the Temple of Rome and the Emperor, which the 
sailors saw far out at sea,' - * all has long since vanished- Herod’s 
magnificent city is a wreck on the shore. A few ruins are all that 
remain of the harbour. Joppa lingers on, like the Jewish people, 
dejected but not destroyed. Ciesarea has perished, like the Roman 
Empire which called it into existence. 

And no men could well be more contrasted with each other than 
those two men, in whom the Heathen and Jewish worlds met and 
were reconciled. We know what Peter was—a Galibean fisherman, 
brought up in the rudest district of an obscure province, with no 
learning but such as he might have gathered in the synagogue of 
his native town. All his early days he had dragged his nets in the 
lake of Gennesareth. And now he was at Joppa, lodging in the 
house of Simon the Tanner, the Apostle of a religion that was to 
change the world. Cornelius was an officer in the Roman army. 
No name was more honourable at Rome than that of the Cornelian 
House. It was the name borne by the Scipios, and by Sulla, and 
the mother of the Gracchi. In the Roman army, as in the army of 
modem Austria, tlio soldiers were drawn from different countries 
and spoke different languages. Along the coast of which we are 
speaking, many of them were recruited from Syria and Judaea. 3 
But the corps to which Cornelius belonged seems to have been a 
cohort of Italians separate from the legionary soldiers, 4 and hence 
called the ‘Italian cohort..’ He was no doubt a true-born Italian. 
Educated in Rome, or some provincial town, he had entered upon 
a soldier’s life, dreaming perhaps of military glory, but dreaming as 
little of that better glory which now surrounds the Cornelian name, 
—as Peter dreamt at the lake of Gennesareth of becoming the chosen 
companion of the Messiah of Israel, and of throwing open the doors 
of the Catholic Church to the dwellers in Asia and Africa, to the 
barbarians on the remote and unvisited shores of Europe, and to 
the undiscovered countries of the West. 

But to return to our proper narrative When intelligence came 

1 Jonah i. 3 ; 2 Chr. ii. 13. flbeJosh. 17, 1. 

xix. 43; Kzra iii. 7, and various pas- 4 Xot a cohort of the * Legia lta- 
sages in the Apocrypha, 1 ICgd. v. 55 ; heat and which was raised by Kero. 
1 Macc. x. 75, xiv. 5; 2 Macc. xii. 3, See above, p. 23, n. 5. Possibly the 
Arc. corps of Cornelius might be certain 

2 A full account of Ciesarea will be ‘Italian volunteers,* mentioned in an 

given when we come to the period of inscription ns serving in Syria. Aker- 
St. Paul’s imprisonment there. mann's Numismatic III. of the New 

* Joseph. Ant. xiv. 15, 10; War, i. Test. p. 34. 
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to Jerusalem that Peter had broken through the restraints of tho 
Jewilh Law, and had even ‘ eaten ’ at the table of the Gentiles, 1 
there was general surprise and displeasure among ‘ those of tho 
circumcision.’ But when he explained to them all the transaction, 
they approved his conduct, and praised God for Ilia mercy tn»the 
Heathen. 2 3 And soon news came from a greater distance, which 
showed that tho same unexpected change was operating more 
widely. We have seen that tho persecution, in which Stephen wya 
killed, resulted in a general dispersion of the Christians. ,\Vhere- 
ever they went, they spoke to *their Jewish brethren of their faith 
that the promises had been fulfilled in the life and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. This dispersion and preaching of the Gftspel ex¬ 
tended evqji to the island of Cyprus, and along the Ptnunician 
coast as far as Antioch. For some time the glad tidings were made 
known only to the scattered children of Israel. J But at length 
some of the Hellenistic Jews, natives of Cyprus and Cyrene, spoke 
to the Greeks 4 themselves at Antioelf, and the Divine Spirit gave 
such power to tho Word, that a vast number ‘ believed and turned 
to the Lord.’ The news was not long in travelling to Jerusalem. 
Perhaps some message was sunt in haste to the Apostles of tho 
Church. The Jewish Christians in Antioch might be perplexed 
how to deal with their new Gentile converts : and it is not unna¬ 
tural to suppose that the presence of Barnabas might be anxiously 
desired by the fellow missionaries of his native island. 

We ought to observe the honourable place which the island of 
Cyprus was permitted to occupy in the first work of Christianity. 
We shall soon trace the footsteps of the Apostle of the Heathen in 
the beginning of his travels over the length of this island ; and see 
hero the lirst earthly potentate converted, and linking his name for 
ever with that of St. Paul.' 1 * Now, while Saul is yet at Tarsus, moil 
of Cyprus are made the instruments of awakening the Gentiles ; 
ono of them might be that ‘ Munson of Cyprus,’ who afterwards 
{then ‘a disciple of old standing’) was his host at Jerusalem ; and 
Joses the Levite of Cyprus,' whom the Apostles had long ago called 
‘ the Son of Consolation,’ and who had removed all the prejudice 
which looked suspiciously on Saul’s conversion, 8 is the first teacher 
sent by the Mother-Church to the new disciples at Antioch. ‘ Ho 
was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith.’ He 

1 Acts xi. 3. See x. 48. No such events at, Antioeli took plnre first, 
freedom of intercourse took piece in liis Others behove tlist those who spoke to 
own reception of his Gentile guests, the Greeks at Antioch had previously 
x. 23. heard of the conversion of Cornelius. 

* Acts xi. 18. There seems no objection to sup|Mising 

3 fie xi. lit, 20. the two cases nearly simultaneous, 

4 Acts xi. 20. We are strongly of that of > Cornelius lieing the great 
opinion that the correct reading here typical transaction on which our at- 
is not ‘Grecians’ (A.V.), but Greeks, tention is to be fixed. 

probably in the sense of proselytes of Acts Xiii. 0-9. 

the Gate. Thus they were in the same 0 Acts xxi. 10. 

position as Cornelius. It has been 7 Acts iv. 30. See, however, the next 
doubted which case was prior in point note but one. 
of time. Some are of opinion that the * Acts ix. 27. 

H 
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rejoiced when he saw what God’s grace was doing ; he exhorted 1 
all to cling fast to the Saviour whom they had found ; afid he 
laboured himself with abundant success. But feeling the greatness 
of the work, and remembering the zeal and strong character of his 
frigid, whose vocation to this particular task of instructing the 
Heathen was doubtless well known to him, ‘ he departed to Tarsus 
to seek Saul.’ 

Whatever length of time had elapsed since Saul came from 
.ferusajem to Tarsus, and however that time had been employed by 
him,—whether he had already founded any of those churches in his 
native Cilicia, which we read of soon after (Acts xv. 41),—whether 
(as is highly probable) ho had there undergone any of those mani¬ 
fold labours and sufferings recorded by himself (2 Qor. xi.) but 
omitted by St. Luke,—whether by active intercourse with the Gen¬ 
tiles, by study of their literature, by travelling, by discoursing 
with the philosophers, he had been making himself acquainted with 
their opinions and their prejudices, and so preparing his mind for 
the work that was before him,—or whether lie had been waiting in 
silence for the call of God’s providence, praying for guidance from 
above, reflecting on the condition of the Gentiles, and gazing more 
and more closely on the plan of the world’s redemption,—however 
this may bo, it must have been an eventful day when Barnabas, 
having come across the sea from Seleucia, or round by the defiles 
of Mount Atnanus, suddenly appeared in the streets of Tarsus. 
The last time the two friends had met was in Jerusalem. All that 
they then hoped, and probably more than they then thought possible, 
had occurred. ‘ God had granted to the Gentiles repentance unto 
life ’ (xi. 18). Barnabas had ‘ seen the grace of God ’ (xi. 23) with 
his own eyes at Antioch ; and under his own teaching ‘ a great 
multitude’ (xi. 24) had been ‘ added to the Lord.’ But he needed 
assistance. Ho needed the presence of one whose wisdom was 
higher than his own, whose zeal was an example to all, and whose 
peculiar mission had been miraculously declared. Saul recognised 
the voice of God in the words of Barnabas: and the two friends 
travelled in all liasttt to the Syrian metropolis. 

There they continued ‘ a whole year,’ actively prosecuting the 
sacred work, teaching and confirming those who joined themselves 
to the assemblies ' of the ever-increasing Church. As new converts, 
in vast numbers, came in from the ranks of the Geniiles, the Church 
began to lose its ancient appearance of a Jewish sect, 3 and to stand 
out in relief, as a great self-existing community, in the face both of 
Jews and Gentiles. Hitherto it had been possible, and even na¬ 
tural, that the Christians should be considered, by the Jews them¬ 
selves, and by tho Heathen whoso notice they attracted, as only 
one among the many theological parties, which prevailed in Jeru¬ 
salem and in the Dispersion. But when Gentiles began to listen 
to what was preached t^mcerning Christ,—when they were united 
as brethren on equal terms, and admitted to baptism without the 

1 Acts xi. 23. The ‘Son of Oonsola- ‘ Son of Prophecy.’ See xii i. 1. 
tion,’ of !v. 86, ought rather to be s See Acts xi. 26. 

translated ‘Son of Exhortation’ or * See above, pp. 26 and 65. 
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necessity of previous circumcision,—when the Mosaic features of 
this society were lost in the wider character of the New Covenant,— 
then it became evident that these men were something more than 
the Pharisees or Sadducees, the Essenes 1 * or Herodians, or any sect 
or party among the Jews. Thus a new term in the vocabulary of 
the human race came into existence at Antioch about the year*44. 
Thus Jews and Gentiles, who, under the teaching of St. Paul, 
believed that Jesus of Nazareth was the Saviour of the world, 

‘ were first called Christians.’ 

It is not likely that they received this name from tlio .Tows. The 
‘ Children of Abraham ’ * employed a term much more expressive 
of hatred and contempt. They called them ‘ the sect of the Naza- 
renes .’ 3 These disciples of Jesus traced their origin to Nazareth 
in Galileo > and it was a proverb, that nothing good could come 
from Nazareth . 4 Besides this, there was a further reason why the 
Jews would not have called the disciples of Jesus by the name of 
‘Christians.’ The \\'(±rd ‘Christ’ has the same meaning with 
‘Messiah ;’ and the Jews, however'blinded and prejudiced on this 
subject, would never have used so sacred a word to point an ex¬ 
pression of mockery and derision ; and they could not have used it 
in grave and serious earnest to designate those whom they held to 
be the followers of a false Messiah, a fictitious Christ. Nor is it 
likely that the ‘ Christians ’ gave this name to themselves. In the 
Acts of the Apostles, and in their own letters, we find them 
designating themselves as ‘ brethren,’ ‘ disciples,’ ‘ believers,’ 
‘saints.’ 3 * Only' in two places" do we find the term ‘ Christians ;’ 
and in both instances it is implied to be a term used by those who 
are without. There is little doubt that the name originated with 
the Gentiles, who began now to see that this new sect was so far 
distinct from the Jews, that they might naturally receive a new 
designation. And the form of the word implies that it came from 
the Romans , 7 not from the Greeks. The word ‘ Christ’ was often 
in the conversation of the believers, as we know it to have been 
constantly in their letters. ‘ Christ ’ was the title of Him, whom 
they avowed as their leader and their chief. They confessed that 
this Christ had been crucified; but they asserted that He was risen 
from the dead, and that He guided them by His invisible power. 
Thus ‘ Christian ’ was the name which naturally found its place in 
the reproachful language of their enemies." In the first instance. 


1 See ntw>vp, p. 29. 

* Matt. iii. 9 ; Luke Hi. 8 ; John riii. 
39. 

3 Acts xxiv. 5. 

4 John i. 46. See John vii. 41, 52; 
Luke xiii. 2 , Ac. 

3 Acts xv. 23. ix. 26, v. 14, ix. 32; 
Rom. xv. 25 ; Col. i. 2, ic. 

* Arts xxvi. 28, an<l 1 Pet. iv. 16. 

7 So we read, in the Civil Wars, 
of ‘Marians’ and * Pompeians,’ for the 
partisans of Marius and l’ompry ; and, 
under the Empire, of ‘ Othonians’ and 
* Vitelliana,' for the partizans of Otho 

H 2 


and Vitcllius. The word ‘ Ilerodians ’ 
(Matt. xxii. Id; Mark iii. f», xii. 18) 
is formed exactly in the Maine way. 

* It is n Latin derivative from the 
Greek term for the Messiah of the 
Jews, ft is connected with the office, 
not the* name, of our Saviour; which 
harmonises with the important fact, 
that in the Kpistle* lie is usually 
called not ‘Jesus* but ‘Christ.* The 
word 'Jesuit' (which, by the way, is 
rather Greek than Latin) did not come 
into the vocabulary of the .Church till 
after the lapse of 1,600 yearn. It i* 



too The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. [ch. 

we have every reason to believe that it was a term of ridicule and 
derision. 1 And it is remarkable that the people of Antioch were 
notorious for inventing names of derision, and for turning their 
wit into the channels of ridicule. 2 In every way there is something 
very significant in the place where we first received the name we 
bea^. Not in Jerusalem, the city of the Old Covenant, the city of 
the people who were chosen to the exclusion of all others, but in a 
Heathen city, the Eastern centre of Greek fashion and Roman 
luxury : and not till it was shown that the New Covenant was in¬ 
clusive £>i all others ; then and there w o were first called Christians, 
and the .Church received from the world its true and honourable 
name. 

In narfating the journeys of St. Paul, it will now be our duty to 
speak of Antioch, not Jerusalem, as his point of departure and 
return. Let us look, more closely than has hitherto been neces¬ 
sary, at its character, its history, and its appearance. The position 
which it occupied near the abrupt angle formed by the coasts of 
Syria and Asia Minor, and ill the opening where the Orontes passes 
between the ranges of Lebanon and Taurus, has already been 
noticed. 3 And we have mentioned the numerous colony of Jews 
which Seleucus introduced into his capital, and raised to an equality 
of civil rights with the Greeks. 1 There was everything in the 
situation and circumstances of this city, to make it a place of con¬ 
course for all classes and kinds of people. By its harbour of iScleu- 
cia it was in communication with all the trade of the Mediterranean ; 
and, through the open country behind the Lebanon, it was con¬ 
veniently approached by the caravans from Mesopotamia and 
Arabia. It united the inland advantages of Aleppo with the mari¬ 
time opportunities of Smyrna. It was almost an oriental Rome, in 
which all the forms of the civilised life of the Empire found some 
representative. Through the first two centuries of the Christian 
era, it was what Constantinople became afterwards, ‘ the Gate of 
the East.’ And, indeed, the glory of the city of Ignatius was only 
gradually eclipsed by that of the city of Chrysostom. That great 
preacher and commentator himself, who knew them both by fami¬ 
liar residence, always speaks of Antioch with peculiar reverence, 5 
as the patriarchal city of the Christian name. 

There is something curiously prophetic in the stories which are 
told of the first founding of this city. Like Romulus on the 
Palatine, Seleucus is said to have watched the flight of birds from 

not a little remarkable that the word out of the. city by their insults, and 
‘Jesuit’ is a proverbial term of re- sailed away (like St. Paul) from Se- 

proach, even in Homan t’atholie eoun- lettcia to Cvprus, where he visited 

tries; while the word ‘ Christian ’ is Paphos. Sec Chap. X. 
used so proverbially for all that is :1 P. Iti. 

good, that it lias been applied to be- * P. 14. 

nevolcnt notions in which Jews have 5 In his homilies on St. Matthew 
participated. ), e tells the people of Antioch, that 

It is needless to remarit that it though they boasted of their city’s 
soon became a title of glory. Julian pre-eminence in having first enjoved 
tried to substitute the term ‘ Galilean ’ the Christian name, they were willing 
for ‘ t .hristian.’ enough to be surpassed in Christian 

Apollonius of 1' iuia was driven virtue by more homely cities. 
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the summit of Mount Casius. An eagle took a fragment df the 
flesh ijf his sacrifice, and carried it to a point on the seashore, a 
little to the north of the mouth of the Orontes. There ho founded 
a city, and called it Selene kt, 1 after his own name. This was on the 
23rd of April. Again, on the 1st of May, lie sacrificed on the hill 
Silpius ; and then repeated the ceremony and watched t he auguries 
at the city of Antigonia, which his vanquished rival, Antigonus, 
had begun and left unfinished.' An eagle again decided that this 
was not to be his own metropolis, and carried the flesh to the liijl 
Silpius, which is on the south side of the river, about th*» place 
where it turns from a northefly to a westerly direction. .Five or 
six thousand Athenians and Macedonians were ordered to convey 
the stones and timber of Antigonia down the river; ancf Antioch 
was founded by Seleucus, and called after his father’s name . 2 3 

This fable, invented perhaps to give a mythological sanction to 
what was really an act of sagacious prudence and princely ambit ion, 
is well worth remembering. Seleucus was not slow to recognise 
the wisdom of Antigonus in clioosifig’a site for his capital, which 
should place it in ready communication both with the shores of 
< ireece and with his eastern territories on the Tigris and Kuphra- 
tes ; and ho followed the example promptly, and completed his 
work with sumptuous magnificence. Few princes have ever lived 
with so great a passion for the building of cities ; and this is a fea¬ 
ture of his character which ought not to be unnoticed in this narra¬ 
tive. Two at least of his cities in Asia Minor have a close con¬ 
nection with the life of Rt. Paul. These arc the Pisidian Antioch 1 
and the Phrygian Laodieea , 4 one called by the name of his father, 
the other of his mother, lie is said to have built in all nine 
Rcleucias, sixteen Antioclis, and six Laodicean. This love of com¬ 
memorating the members of his family was conspicuous in his 
works by the Orontes. Besides Releucia and Antioch, he built, in 
the immediate neighbourhood, a Laodicea in honour of his mother, 
and an Apamea in honour of his wife. But by far the most famous 
af these four cities was the Syrian Antioch. 

We must allude to its edifices and ornaments only so far as they 
are due to the Greek kings of Syria and the first five Otesars of 
Home . 5 If we were to allow our description to wander to the times 
of Justinian or the Crusaders, though these are the times of 
Antioch’s greatest glory, we should be trespassing on a period of 
history which elites not belong to us. Strabo, in the time of Augus¬ 
tus, describes the city as a Tetrapolis, or union of four cities. The 
two first were erected by Seleucus Nieutor himself, in the situation 
already described, between Mount Silpius and the river, on that 
wide space of level ground where a few poor habitations still re¬ 
main by the banks of the Orontes. The river has gradually changed 
its course and appearance as the city has ■decayed. Once it flowed 

1 See Acts xiii. 4. 5 In ons larger editions is a plan of 

* Some sav that Seleucus called the the ancient city, adopted (wi h some 
city after his soil. modifications} from the plan in tin: 

3 Acts xiii. 14, xiv. 21 ; 2 Tim. iii. 11. work mentioned below, p. 102, n.4. Sec 

4 Coloss. iv. 13, 15, 16. See Key. 1. a fuller account of Autioch in l>r. 

II* iii. 14 . Smith’s Dirt, nf Ueuy. 



x 02 The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. [ch. 

rountt an island which, like the island in the Seine, 1 by its thorough¬ 
fares and bridges, and its own noble buildings, became part of a 
magnificent whole. But, in Paris, the Old City is on the island ; 
in Antioch, it was the Now City, built by the second Seloucus and 
the third Antiochus. Its chief features were a palace, and an arch 
like that of Napoleon. The fourth and last part of the Tetrapolis 
was built by Antiochus Epiphanes, where Mount Silpius rises 
abruptly on the south. On one of its craggy summits lie placed, 
iii the fervour of his Romanising mania,- a temple dedicated to 
Jupiter Capitolinus ; and on another, a strong citadel which 
dwindled to the Saracen Castle of the first Crusade. At the rugged 
bases of the mountain, the ground was levelled for a glorious 
street, which extended for four miles across the length of the city, 
and whore sheltered crowds could walk through continuous colon¬ 
nades from the eastern to the western suburb. 3 The whole was 
surrounded by a wall, which ascending to the heights and return¬ 
ing to the river, does not deviate very widely in its course from the 
wall of the Middle Ages, winch can still be traced by the fragments 
of ruined towers. This wall is assigned by a Byzantine writer to 
Tiberius, but it seems more probable that the Emperor only re¬ 
paired what Antiochus Epiphanes had built. 1 Turning now to 
the period of the Empire, we find that Antioch had memorials 
of all the groat Romans whose names have been mentioned as yet 
in this biography. When Pompey was defeated by Cmsar, the con¬ 
queror’s name was perpetuated m this Eastern city by an aqueduct 
and by baths, and by a basilica called Caisarium. Ill the reign of 
Augustus, Agrippa ’ built in all cities of tile Empire, and Herod of 
Judina followed the example to the utmost of his power. Both 
found employment for their munificence at. Antioch. A gay suburb 
rose under the patronage of the one, and the other contributed a 
road and a portico. The reign of Tiberius was less remarkable for 
great architectural works ; but the Syrians by the Orontes had to 
thank him for many improvements and restorations in their city. 
Even the four years of his successor left behind them the aqueduct 
and the baths of Caligula. 

The character of the inhabitants is easily inferred from the influ¬ 
ences which presided over the city’s growth. Its successive enlarge¬ 
ment by the Seleucids proves that their numbers rapidly increased 
from the first. The population swelled still further, when, instead 
of the metropolis of the Creek kings of Syria, if became the re¬ 
sidence of Roman governors. The mixed multitude received new 
and important additions in the officials who were connected with 
the details of provincial administration. Luxurious Romans were 

I Julian the Apostate suggests a .VI and 81. 

parallel between Paris anil Antioch. •' This friend of Augustus and Mtc- 
See Gibbon's 19th and 23rd chapters. cenas must he carefully distinguished 

II Sec above, p. 22, n. 2. from that grandson of Herod who boro 

3 A comparison has been instituted the same name, and whoso death is 

above between Paris amt Antioch: one of the subjects of this chapter, 
and it is hardly possible imvv (ISiiO! to For the works of Herod the Great at 
revise this paragraph for the press with- Antioch, see Joseph. Ant. xvi. 5,3; 
out alluding to the Hue de Kivnli. War , i. 21,11. 

4 See Mtlller, Antiq. Antioch, pp. 
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attracted by its beautiful climate. New wants continually multi¬ 
plied the business of its commerce. Its gardens and houses grew 
and extended on the north side of the river. Many are the allusions 
to Antioch, in the history of those times, as a place of singular 
pleasure and enjoyment. Here and there, an elevating thought is 
associated with its name. Poets have spent their young days at 
Antioch,' great generals have.died there,- emperors have visited 
and admired it . 1 But, for the most part, its population was a 
worthless rabble of Greeks and Orientals. The frivolous nnnlSe- 
nients of the theatre were the occupation of their life. Theif passion 
for races, and the ridiculous party quarrels 1 connected wfth them, 
were the patterns of those which afterwards became the disgrace of 
Byzantium. The oriental element of superstition and imposture 
was not less active. The Chaldivan astrologers found their most 
credulous disciples in Antioch . 1 3 4 * * Jewish impostors," sufficiently 
common throughout the East, found their best opportunities here. 
It is probable that no populations have ever been more abandoned 
than those of oriental Greek cities under the Homan Empire, and 
of these cities Antioch was the greatest and the worst .. 7 If we wish 
to realise the appearance and reality of the complicated Heathenism 
of the first Christian century, we must endeavour to imagine the 
scene of that suburb, the famous Daphne , 8 with its fountains and 
groves of bay trees, its bright buildings, its crowds of licentious 
votaries, its statue of Apollo,— where, under the climate of Syria 
and the wealthy patronage of Rome, all that was beautiful in 
nature and in art had created a sanctuary for a perpetual festival 
of vice. 

Thus, if any city, in the first century, was worthy to bo called the 
Heathen Queen and Metropolis of the East, that city was Antioch. 
She was represented, in a famous allegorical statue, as a female 
figure, seated on a rock and crowned, with the river Orontes at her 
feet." With this image, which art has made perpetual, we conclude 
our description. There is no excuse for continuing it to the age of 
Vespasian and Titus, when .Jndma was taken, and the Western Gate, 

1 See t ic. pro Archiu Pocta. defluxit Orontes.' 

2 All renders of Tnoitu- " ill reeng- ' ('onipnre the cases of Simon Magus 
nke the allusion. (See Ann. ii. 72.) (Acts viii.), lilymas the Sorcerer (Acts 
It is not possible to write about An- xiii.), and the sons of Sreva (Acts 
tioch without some allusion to tier- xix.). We shall haveocoa-ion to return 
manuals and his noble-minded wife, to this subject again. 

And yet they were the parents of " AusoniiiH hesitates between An- 
Caligula. tioch and Alexandria, ns to the rank 

3 For all that long series of emperors they occupied in eminence and vice, 

whose names are connected with An- “ Gibbon's description of Daphne 
tioch, see Milller. (eh. xxiii.) is well known. The snne- 

4 'lhe lilue Paction and the Green tuary yas on the high ground, four 

Faction were notorious under the or live miles to the S.W. of Antioch, 

reigns of Caligula and Claudius. Iioth See Smith's Diet of the Bible. 

emperors patronised tlic latter. " For this celebrated statue of the 

1 Chrysostom complains that even Tv*s 'Ayrtoveiot, or Genius of Antioch, 
Christiana, iu his day, were led away so constantly represented on coins, see 
by this passion for horosco|ie-*. Ju- Muller, Antiq. Antioch. P]>. 8o-it. 
venal traces the superstitions of lb a- The engraving here given is from 
then Home to Antioch. * In Tiberim Fisbdesi’s Y'aticano. 
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decorated with the spoils, was called the ‘Gate of the Cherubim,’ 1 
—or to the Saracen age, when, after many years of Christian history 
and Christian mythology, we find the ‘Gate of St. Paul’placed 
opposite the ‘ Gate of St. George,’ and when Duke Godfrey pitched 
his camp between the river anti the city-wall. And there is reason 
to believe that earthquakes, the constant enemy of the people of 
Antioch, have so altered the very appearance of its site, that such 
description would be of little use. As the Vesuvius of Virgil or 
Plfcny would hardly be recognised in the angry neighbour of modern 
Naples, so it is more than probable that the dislocated crags, which 
still rise above the Orontes, are greatly altered in form from the 
fort-crowned heights of Seleucus or Tiberius, Justinian or Tancred. 

Earthquakes occurred in each of the reigns of Caligula,and Clau¬ 
dius. ' l And it is likely that, when Saul and Barnabas were engaged 
in their apostolic work, parts of the city had something of that 
appearance which still makes Lisbon dreary, new and handsome 
buildings being raised in close proximity to the ruins left by the 
late calamity, it is remarkable how often great physical calamities 
arc permitted by God to follow in close succession to each other. 
That age, which, as we have seen, had been visited by earthquakes, 
was presently visited by famine. The reign of Claudius, from bad 
harvests, or other causes, was a period of general distress and 
scarcity ‘ over the whole world.’ 3 in the fourth year of his reign, 
we are told by Josephus that the famine was so severe, that the 
price of food became enormous, and great numbers perished.'* At 
this time it happened that Helena, the mother of Izates, king of 
Adiabenc, and a recent convert to Judaism, came to worship at 
Jerusalem. Moved with compassion for the misery she saw around 
her, she sent to purchase corn from Alexandria and tigs from 
Cyprus, for distribution among the poor. Izates himself (who had 
also been converted by one who bore the same name'’ with him who 
baptized St. 1’aul) shared the charitable feelings of his mother, and 
sent large sums of money to Jerusalem. 

While this relief came from Assyria, from Cyprus, and from 
Africa to the Jewish sufferers in Judina, God did not suffer His 
own Christian people, probably the poorest and certainly the 
most disregarded in that country, to perish in the general distress. 
And their relief also came from nearly the same quarters. While 
Barnabas and Saul were evangelising the Syrian cap it U, and gather¬ 
ing in the harvest, the first, seeds of which had been sown by ‘ men 
of Cyprus and Cyreno,’ certain prophets came down from Jeru¬ 
salem to Antioch, and one of them named Agabus announced that 

1 The Byzantine writer Malabo says, 1 ir -1 mentioned by Dio Cassius, the 
that Titus built a theatre at Antioch second by Tacitus." 
where a synagogue bad been. • * Ant. iii. 15, 3. xx. 2, 5, and 5, 2. 

31 One earthquake, according to Mn- 3 This Ananias was a Jewish nier- 
lalas, occurred on the morning of March chant, who made proselytes among the 
23, in the year 37, and anotucr soon women about the court of Adialiene, 
afterwards. and thus obtained influence with the 

5 Besides the famine in .Indies, we king. (Joseph. Ant. xx. 2, 3.) See 
read of three others in the reign of what has been said above (pp. 16, and 
Claudius ; one in <1 recce, mentioned 83, n. 2) about the female proselytes 
by Eusebius and two in Rome, the at Damascus and Iconium. 
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11 time of famine was at hand.' The Gentile disciples felt that they 
wort hound by the closest link to those Jewish brethren whom 
though they had never seen they loved. ‘ For if the Gentiles had 
been made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty was also 
to minister unto them in carnal things.’ 1 * No time was lost in pre¬ 
paring for the coming distress. All the members of the Chrtstian 
community, according to their means, ‘determined to semi relief,’ 
Saul and Barnabas being chosen to take the contribution to tile 
elders at Jerusalem. 3 * * * 7 8 9 10 • 

About the time when tliese.inessengers came to the Holy City on 
their errand of love, a worse calamity than that of ftflnine had 
fallen upon the Church. One Apostle had been murdered, and 
another was in prison. There is something touching in the contrast 
between the two brothers, James and John. One died before the 
middle of the first Christian century ; the other lived on to its 
close. One was removed just when his Master’s kingdom, con¬ 
cerning which he had?so eagerly iyijjiircd ', Wiis beginning to show 
its real character; he probably ne\ or hoard the word ‘Christian’ 
pronounced. Xebedee’s other son remained till the anticliristiairt 
enemies of the faith were ‘ already come,’and was labouring against 
them when his brother had been lifty years at rest in the Lord. 
He who had foretold the long servite of St. John revealed to St. 
Peter that he should die by a violent death.'' But the time was 
not yet come. Herod had hound him with two chains. Besides 
the soldiers who watched his sleep, guards were placed before the 
door of the prison." And ‘after the p;issovcr’" the king intended 
to bring him out and gratify the people with his death. But 
Herod’s death was nearer than St. Peter’s. For a moment we see 
the Apostle in captivity and the king in the plenitude of his power. 
But before the autumn a dreadful change had taken place. On the 
1st of August (we follow a probable calculation,” and borrow some 
circumstances from the Jewish historian" 1 ) there was a great com¬ 
memoration in Ciesaren. Some say it was in honour of the Eiu- 
peror’s safe return from the island of Britain. However this might 
be, the city was crowded, and llerod was there. On the second 
day of the festival he came into the theatre. That theatre had 
been erected by his grandfather," who hail murdered the Inno¬ 
cents ; and now the grandson was there, who had murdered an 
Apostle. Tlu,^ stone seats, rising in a great semicircle, tier above 


1 Acts xi. 2 K. 

* Rom. xv. ‘77. 

3 Acts xi. '-Ml, :}0. 

1 SSee Mark x. Jo-15 ; Act- i. 0. 

1 1 John ii. lx. iv. . 1 ; 2 John 7. 

* John xxi. IK-22. See 2 lvt. i. 1 I. 

7 For the <|Uc.stion of the distribution 
of soldiers on this occasion, we may 
refer to Hackett’s notes on v. 4, am! 
v. 40. 

8 Inadvertently translated ‘ after 
Raster ’ in the A. V. Acts xii. 4. 

9 That of Wicselcr. 

10 Compare Acta xii. 20—24, with 


Josephus, .hit. six. K, 

11 See Joseph, .tut. xv. (I. It is 
from his narrathc (xi\.S, 2) that we 
know the theatie to have keen the 
scene of Agrippa’s death-stroke. The 
‘ throve' (Acts xii. 21) is the official 
4 tribunal, as in .Vets xviii. 12, lt>, 17. 
Josephus says nothing of the quarrel 
w it h tl»* T yrian.M am! Sidonians. l'ro- 
bablv it aro»c simply from inerrantilo 
relations (sc*: 1 Kni^s v. II; Kzek. 
xxvii. 17),and their de*ire for n a eoftrili- 
ation (Acts xii. 20) would naturally 
be increased by the existing famine. 
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tier, were covered with an excited multitude. The king came in, 
clothed in magnificent robes, of which silver was the costly'and 
brilliant material. It was early in the day, and the sun’s rays fell 
upon the king, so that the eyes of the beholders were dazzled with 
the brightness which surrounded him. Voices from the crowd, 
here*and there, exclaimed that it was the apparition of something 
divine. And when he spoke and made an oration to the people, 
they gave a shout, saying, ‘ It is the voice of a God and not of a 
mifti.’ But in the midst of this idolatrous ostentation the angel of 
God suddenly smote him. He was«carried out of the theatre a 
dying man, and on the Oth of August he was dead. 

This was that year 44, 1 on which we have already said so much. 
The country was placed again under Roman governors,. and hard 
times wore at hand for the Jews. Herod Agrippa had courted 
their favour. He had done much for them, and was preparing to 
do more. Josephus tells us, that ‘he had begun to encompass 
Jerusalem with a wall, which* had it been 'Drought to perfection, 
would have made it impracticable for the Romans to take the city 
by siege: but his death, which happened at Ctosaroa, before he had 
raisod the walls to their due height, prevented him.’ 2 That part 
of the city, which this boundary was intended to inclose, was a 
suburb when St. Paul was converted. The work was not completed 
till the Jews were preparing for their final struggle with the 
Romans : and the Apostle, when he came from Antioch to Jeru¬ 
salem, must have noticed the unfinished wall to the north and 
west of the old Damascus gate. We cannot determine the season 
of the year when he passed this way. Wo are not sure whether 
the year itself was 44 or 45. It is not probable that he was in 
Jerusalem at the passover, when St. Peter was in prison, or that he 
was praying with those anxious disciples at the ‘ house of Mary 
the mother of John, whose surname was Mark.’ 3 But there is 
this link of interesting connection between that house and St. Paul, 
that it was the familiar homo of one who was afterwards (not 
always 4 without cause for anxiety or reproof) a companion of his 
journeys. When Barnabas and Saul returned to Antioch, they 
were attended by ‘John, whose surname was Mark.’ With the 
affection of Abraham towards Dot, his kinsman 3 Barnabas with¬ 
drew him from the scene of persecution. We need not doubt that 
higher motives were added,—that at the first, as at the last, 0 St. 
Paul regarded him as ‘ profitable to him for the ministry.’ 

Thus attended, the Apostle willingly retraced his steps towards 
Antioch. A field of noblo enterprise was before him. Pie could 
not doubt that God, who had so prepared him, would work by his 
moans great conversions among the Heathen. At this point of his 

1 Konmn Catholic writers her» insert St. Peter is alleged to have held the 
various passages of the traditionary See of Antioch for seven years before 
life of St. Peter; his journey front that of Rome. 

Antioch through Asia Minor tVKoine; * War. ii. 11, 6. 

his meeting with Simon Magus, Ac.: 3 Acts xii. 12. 

and the otlier Apostles ; their general 4 See Acts xiil. 13, xv. 37-33. 

separation to preach the (iospcl to the Not necessarily ‘nephew.’ See 

(lentilcs in all parts of the world ; the note on Col. iv. 10. 

formation of the Apostles’ Creed, Ac. 6 2 Tim. iv. 11. See below. 
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life, we cannot avoid noticing those circumstances of inward and 
outward preparation, which fitted him for his peculiar position of 
standing between the Jews and Gentiles. He was not a Sadducee, 
lie had never Hellenised,—he had been educated at Jerusalem,— 
everything conspired to give him authority, when he addressed his 
countrymen as a ‘ Hebrew of the Hebrews.’ At the same tii^e, in 
his apostolical relation to Christ, he was quite disconnected with 
the other Apostles ; he had ctime in silence to a conviction of the 
truth at a distance from the Judaising Christians, and had early 
overcome those prejudices which impelled so many in their Ivp- 
proaclies to the Heathen. Ilb had just, been long enougji at Jeru¬ 
salem to be recognised and welcomed by the apostolic college,' but 
not long enough even to be known by face ‘ unto the churches in 
Judiea.’ 3 * He had been withdrawn into Cilicia till the baptism of 
Gentiles was a notorious and familiar fact to those very churches. 3 
He could hardly be blamed for continuing what St. Peter had 
already begun. » 

And if the Spirit of God had jtrepared him for building up the 
United Church of .Jews and Gentiles, and the Providence of Gou 
had directed all the steps of his life to this one result, we arc called 
on to notice the singular fitness of this last employment, on which 
we have seen him engaged, for assuaging the suspicious feeling 
which separated the two great branches of the Church. In quitting 
for a time his Gentile concerts at Antioch, and carrying a contri¬ 
bution of money to the .Jewish Christians at .Jerusalem, he was by 
no means leaving the higher work for the lower. He was building 
for aftertimes. The interchange of mutual benevolence was a safe 
foundation for future confidence. Temporal comfort wavs given in 
gratitude for spiritual good received. The Church's first days were 
christened with charity. No sooner was its new name received, in 
token of the union of Jews and Gentiles, than the sympathy of its 
members was asserted by the work of practical benevolence. We 
need not hesitate hi apply to that work the words which St. l’aul 
used, after many years, of another collection for the poor Chris¬ 
tians in Jmhea :—‘The administration of this service not oidy 
supplies the need of the Saints, but overflows in many thanks¬ 
givings unto God ; while they praise God for this proof of your 
obedience to the Glad Tidings of Christ. 4 



Coin of Claudius and jfoippnT.' 


1 Acta ix. 27. 2 Cal. i. 22. 4 2 flor. ix. 12-1 i. 

3 These wore the churches of I.ydda, ’ From the Ifritish Museum. .Sea 
Saron, .loppa, Ac., which l’eter had p. 1 Hi. We may refer here to IJr. 
been visiting when he was summoned Wordsworth's ustful note on Acta 
to Caesarea. Acts ix. 32—13. xii. 1. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Second Part of the Acts of the Apostles.—Hevelation at Antioch.—Public 
Devotion.?.—Departure of llamalms and Saul.—The Orontes.— History and 
Description ofScleucia.—Voyage to Cyprus.—Salatnis.—Roman Provincial 
System.—-Proconsuls and Proprietors.—Sergius l’sulus.—Oriental Impostors 
at Home and in the Provinces.—Klymus liarjesus.—History of Jewish Names 
—Saul and Paul. 

The second part of the Acts of the Apostles as generally reckoned 
to begin with the thirteenth chapter. At this point St. Paul begins 
to appear as the principal character; and the narrative, gradually 
widening and expanding with his travels, seems intended to describe 
to us, in minute detail, the communication of the Gospel to the 
Gentiles. The thirteenth and fourteenth chapters embrace a definite 
and separate subject : and this subject is the first journey of the 
first Christian missionaries to the Heathen. These two chapters of 
the inspired record are the authorities for the present and the suc¬ 
ceeding chapters of this work, in which we intend to follow the 
steps of Paul and Barnabas, in their circuit through Cyprus and 
the southern part of Lesser Asia. 

The history opens suddenly and abruptly. We are told that 
there were, in the Church at Antioch,' ‘prophets an 1 teachers,’ 
and among the rest ‘ Barnabas,’ with whom we are already familiar. 
The others wore ‘Simeon, who was surnamed Niger,’ and ‘Lucius 
of Cyrenoj'and ‘ Manaen, the foster brother of Herod the Tetrarcli,’ 
—and ‘Saul,’ who still appears under Ids Hebrew name. We 
observe, moreover, not only that he is mentioned after Barnabas, 
but that he occupies the lowest place in this enumeration of ‘ pro¬ 
phets and teachers.’ The distinction between these two otlices in 
the Apostolic Church will be discussed hereafter. 2 At present it is 
sullicient to remark that the ‘prophecy’ of the New Testament 
does not necessarily imply a knowledge of things to come, but rather 
a gift of exhorting with a peculiar force of inspiration. In the 
Church’s early miraculous days the ‘ prophet ’ appeal's to have been 
ranked higher than the ‘teacher.’ 3 And we may perhaps infer 
that, up to this point of the history, Barnabas had belonged to the 
rank of ‘ prophets,’and Saul to that of ‘teachers:’ which would 
bo in strict conformity with the inferiority of the latter to the 
former, which, as we have seen, has been hitherto observed. 

Of the other three, who -ire grouped with these two chosen mis¬ 
sionaries, we do not know enough to justify any long disquisition 

3 Compare Acts xiii. I with IC-or.xii 
M, M ; Kpli. iv. 11. 


1 Acts xiii. .1. 

- SeoChap- XIII. 
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But we may remark in passing that there is a certain interest at¬ 
taching to each one of them. Simeon is one of those Jews who 
bore a Latin surname in addition to their Hebrew name, like 
‘John whose surname was Mark,’ mentioned in the last verso of 
the preceding chapter, and like Saul himself, whose change of ap¬ 
pellation will presently be brought under notice. 1 Lucius, probtJIdy 
the same who is referred to in the Epistle to the Romans,* is a 
native of Gyrene, that African city which has already been noticed 
as abounding in Jews, and which sent to Jerusalem our Saviour#* 
cross-bearer. * Manaen is spoken of as the foster-brother of •Herod 
the Tetrarch : this was Herod Antipas, the Tetrareh of Oalilee; 
and since we learn from Josephus 1 * that this Herod and his brother 
Archelaus were children of the same mother, and afterwards edu¬ 
cated together at Rome, it is probable that this Ghristian prophet, 
or teacher had spent his early childhood with those two princes, 
who were now both banished from Palestine to the banks of the 
Rhone.'* 

These were the most conspicuous persons in the Ghureh of 
Antioch, when a revelation was received of the utmost, importance. 
'Flic occasion on which the revelation was made seems to have been 
a lit preparation for it. The Ghrisiians were engaged in religious 
services of peculiar solemnity. The Holy <Jhost, spoke to them 
4 as they ministered unto the Lord and fasted.’ The word hero 
translated 4 ministered,’ has been taken by opposite controversialists 
to denote the eelebration of the 4 satintice of the mass'on 1 lie one 
hand, or the exercise of the olliee of ‘preaching’ on the other. If 
will be safer if we say simply that the Ghrixti in community at 
Antioch w r as engaged in one united act of prayer and humiliation. 
That this solemnity would be accompanied b\ words of exhortation, 
and that it would be crowned and completed by tlie Holy Gom- 
munion, is more than probable ; that it was accompanied with 
basting 0 we are expressly told. These religious services might 
have had a special reference to the means which wa re to be adopted 
for the spread of the Gospel now evidently intended for all ; and 
the words 4 separate me now 1 Barnabas and Saul for the work 
"hereunto 1 have called them,’ may have been an answer to specific 


1 Sec Acts xiii. Compare Col. iv. 

11 . 

* Horn. xvi. 21. # Tlicre is no rea- 
M,n whatever for supposing that St. 
Luke i*, meant. Tin Latin foim of 
hi** name would he ‘ Lui ami V not 

4 Lucius.* 

'* Sec above, p. lf>, n. 3. 

* Their mother‘s name was Mal- 
thaee, a Samaritan. ff r a/\ i. 2K. 4. 
S«‘e „ int . xvii. 1, 3. One of the ^ert 
°f die K'«eiK*s (see p. 211). who bore 
f h<* name of Manaen or Mannem. is 
mentioned by .loMpiui^ (Ant. xv. pi, 
'*) Ss having foretold to Herod 1 >»«• 
|*reat, in the da\ s of his ohsuntx, 
«><>th his future p»wer and future 
wickedness. The historian add*, that 


Herod afterwards treated the L^-enes 
with gieat kindness. Nothing is more 
likely than 1 hat (hi- Mnnai n was the 
father of the companion <>t Ii< tod’s 
cluldien. Another .lew of the same 
name i- mentioned, at a later period 
( JTV//, ii. 17, x, P ; /„//<*, f»), as ha\ ing 
* neouraged roi»l»erie.s, and come to a 
\ iolont end. The name is the same 
with that of the King of Israel. 2 
Kings xv! 11-22. 

'■ See altove, pp. 23 and 45. 

'■ For fh<k;is>o( uitioii of Fasting with 
Ordination, m*c Ihngliam’s Autt<f. of the 
doist. di. IV. ^ i. d, XXI. it. K 

7 This little wand ih important, and 
should have lx eti in the A. V. 
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prayers. How this revelation was made, whether by the mouth of 
some of the prophets who were present, or by the impulse of a 
simultaneous and general inspiration,—whether the route to be 
taken by Barnabas and Saul was at this time precisely indicated, 1 * — 
and whether they had previously received a conscious personal call, 
of Which this was the public ratification, 3 —it is useless to enquire. 
A definite work was pointed out, as now about to bo begun under 
the counsel of God ; two definite agents in this work were publicly 
singled out : and we soon see them sent forth to their arduous 
undertaking, with the sanction of the Church at Antioch. 

Their' final consecration and departure was the occasion of another 
religious .solemnity. A fast was appointed, and prayers were offered 
up ; andj with that simple ceremony of ordination :i which wo trace 
through the earlier periods of Jewish history, and which we here 
see adopted under the highest authority in the Christian Church, 
‘they laid their hands on them, and sent them away.’ The words 
are wonderfully simple ; but .those who devoutly reflect on this 
great occasion, and on the position of the first Christians at An¬ 
tioch, will not find it difficult to imagine the thoughts which 
occupied the hearts of the Disciples during these first ‘ Ember Days ’ 
of the Church 4 —their deep sense of the importance of the work 
which was now beginning,—their faith in God, on whom they 
could rely in the midst of such difficulties,—their suspense during 
the absence of those by whom their own faith had been fortified,— 
their anxiety for the intelligence they might bring on their return. 

Their first point of destination was the island of Cyprus. It is 
not necessary, though quite allowable, to suppose that this particular 
course was divinely indicated in the original revelation at Antioch. 
Four reasons at least can be stated, which may have induced the 
Apostles, in the exercise of a wise discretion, to turn in the first 
instance to this island. It is separated by no great distance from 
the mainland of Syria ; its high mountain-summits are easily seen '’ 
in clear weather from the coast near the mouth of the Orontes ; and 
in the summer season many vessels must often have been passing 
and repassing between Salamis and Scleucia. Besides this, it was 
the native-place of Barnabas. 0 Since the time when ‘ Andrew 
found his brother Simon, and brought him to Jesus,’ 7 and the 
Saviour was beloved in the house of ‘ Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus,’ 8 the ties of family relationship had not been without 
effect on the progress of the Gospel. 9 It could not bo unnatural to 

1 It is evident that the course of St. work to enter into ecclesiastical eon - 
Paul’s journeys was often indeter- troversies. It is sufficient to refer to 
minatc, and regulated cither by eon- Acts vi. (!; 1 Tim. iv. 14, v. 22; 2 Tim. 
venient opportunities (ns in Acts xxi. i. t>; Hel). vi. 2. 

2, xxviii. 11), or bv compulsion (as * See Hingham, ns above. 

in xiv. (i, xvii. 14), o’r by supernatural 4 Colonel Chcsncy speaks of ‘the 

admonitions (xxii. 21, xvi. tf-10). lofty island of Cyprus ns seen to the 

- St. Paul at least hail long been S. W. in the distant horizon,’ from the 
conscious of his own vocation, and bay of Antioch, 
could only be waiting to be summoned ** Acts iv. 36. 

to his work. 7 John i. 41, 42. 8 John xi. . r >. 

3 It forms no part of the plan of this 9 See an instance of this in the life 
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suppose that the truth would be welcomed in Cyprus, when & was 
brought by Barnabas and his kinsman Mark 1 to their own con¬ 
nections or friends. Moreover, the Jews were numerous in Salamis. a 
By sailing to that city they were following the track of the syna¬ 
gogues. Their mission, it is true, was chiefly to the Gentiles ; but 
their surest course for reaching them was through the mediuifl of 
the Proselytes and the Hellenistic Jews. To these considerations 
we must add, in the fourth place, that some of tho Cypriotes were 
already Christians. No one place out of Palestine, with the excep¬ 
tion of Antioch, had been so ly incurably associated with tlrt> work 
of successful evangelisation. 3 

The palaces of Antioch were connected with the sea by the river 
Orontes. Strabo says that in his time they sailed up the stream in 
one day; and Pausanias speaks of great Roman works which had 
improved the navigation of the channel. Probably it was navigable 
by vessels of some considerable size, and goods and passengers were 
conveyed by water between the city pud the sea. Even in our own 
day, though there is now a bar at the mouth of the river, there ha* 
been a serious project of uniting it by a canal with the Euphrates, 
and so of re-establishing one of the old lines of commercial inter¬ 
course between tho Mediterranean and the Indian Sea. The Orontes 
comes from the valley between Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon, and 
does not, like many rivers, vary capriciously between a winter- 
torrent and a thirsty watercourse, but flows on continually to tho 
sea. Its waters are not clear, but they are deep and rapid. Their 
course has been compared to that of the Wye. They wind round 
the bases of high and precipitous dill's, or by richly cultivated 
banks, where the vegetation of the South,—the vine and the lig- 
tree, the myrtlo, the bay, the ilex, and the arbutus,—are mingled 
with dwarf oak and English sycamore.' 1 If Barnabas and Saul came 
down by water from Antioch, this was the course of the boat which 
conveyed them. If they travelled the live or six leagues '' by land, 
they crossed the river at the north side of Antioch, and came along 
the base of the Pierian hills by a route which is now roughly 
covered with fragrant and picturesque shrubs, but which then 
doubtless was a track well worn by travellers, like the road from the 
Pineus to Athens, or from Ostia to Rome/' 

Seleucia united the two characters of a fortress and a seaport. 
It was situated op a rocky eminence, which is the southern extremity 
of an elevated range of hills pr< >j noting from Mount Amanus. From 
the south-east, where the ruins of the Antioch (late are still con¬ 
spicuous, the ground rose towards the north-east into high and craggy 


of St. Paul himself. Acts xxiii. 1 fi~ 
33. Compare 1 Cor. vii. 10. 

1 Acts xiii. 5. Sec xii. 25, anil p. 
107, n. 4, above. 

* Acts xiii. 5. Sec below, p. 115. 

3 See Acts iv. 3(1, xi. 13, 20, xxi. 
IG. 

4 For views, with descriptions, see 
Fisher’s Syria, I. 5, 19, 77, it. 28. 

4 Colonel Ciicsncv says, ‘ The wind¬ 


ings K*vo a distance of about forty-one 
miles, whilst the journey by land is 
only sixteen miles and a half.’— It. G. 
J. viii. p. 230. 

Ur. Votes observed traces of Roman 
iiavemcnt on the line of road between 
Antioch and Seleucia. See his com¬ 
prehensive paper on Seleucia, in the 
MuKfum af Ctaxxicut Anliiyiitii't. for 
June 1852. 
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suinhiits; and round the greater part of its circumference of four 
miles the city was protected by its natural position. The harbour 
and mercantile suburb were on level ground towards the west; but 
here, as on the only weak point at Gibraltar, strong artificial defences 
had made compensation for the deficiency of nature. Seleucus, who 
hart named his metropolis in his father’s honour (p. 101), gave his 
own name to this maritime fortress ; and hero, around his tomb, 1 2 his 
successors contended for the key of Syria. - ‘ Seleucia by the Sea ’ 

was a place of great importance under the Solenoids and the Rto- 
lemicst; and so it remained under the sway of the Romans. In con¬ 
sequence of its bold resistance to Tigranes, when he was in possession 
of all the neighbouring country, Rompey gave it the privileges of a 
‘ I'Yee City; ’ 3 and a cotemporary of St. Raid speaks of it as having 
those privileges still. 1 * 

The most remarkable work among the extant remains of Seleucia, 
is an immense excavation,—probably the same with that which is 
mentioned by Rolybius,—leading from the “upper part of the ancient 
city to the sea. It consists alternately of tunnels and deep open 
cuttings. It is difficult to give a confident opinion as to the uses for 
which it was intended. Hut the best conjecture seems to be that it 
was constructed for the purpose of drawing oft' the water, which 
might otherwise have done mischief to the houses and shipping in 
the lower part of the town ; and so arranged at the same time, as, 
when needful, to supply a rush of water to clear out the port. The 
inner basin, or dock, is now a morass; but its dimensions can be 
measured, and the walls that surrounded it can be distinctly traced. 6 
The position of the ancient flood-gates, and the passage through 
which the vessels were moved from the inner to the outer harbour, 
can be accurately marked. The very piers of the outer harbour are 
still to be seen under the water. The southern jetty takes the wider 
sweep, and overlaps the northern, forming a secure entrance and a 
well protected basin. The stones are of great size, ‘ some of them 
twenty feet long, five feet deep, and six feet wide; 6 and they were 
fastened to each other with iron cramps. The masonry of ancient 
Seleucia is still so good, that not long since a Turkish Rasha 7 con¬ 
ceived the idea of clearing out and repairing the harbour. 

These piers’ 4 were unbroken when Saul and Barnabas came down 
to Seleucia, and the large stones fastened l>y their iron cramps pro¬ 
tected the vessels in the harbour from the swell of.the western sea. 
Here, in the midst of unsympathising sailors, the two missionary 

1 Seloucus was buried here. lacia, with the harbour, &e. A more 

2 Wo may refer especially to tin 1 exact ami complete one will be foutul 
chapters in which Polybius gives an in the memoir of i>r. Yates. 

account of the siege of Seleucia in '* Pocncke. p. 1*;>. 

the war of Antiochus the (iryot with r AH Pasha, governor of Bagdad in 

Ptolemy. In the-e chapters we find lSdo. once governor of Aleppo. 

tile clearest description both of its s it seems that the names of titc 

military importance and o.* its topo- piers still retain the memory of this 

grnphv. Ureas ion. I >r. Yates says that the 

3 Strain'. See p. tiS. Compare p. southern pier is called after the Apostle 

ill, n. -. Paul, in contradistinction to its fellow. 

1 Pliny. the pier of St. ltamabas. 

■'> Pococke gives a rude plan of Se 
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Apostles, with their younger companion, stepped on hoard the vessel 
which*was to convey them to Salamis. As they cleared the port, 
the whole sweep of the hay of Antioch opened on their left,—the 
low ground by the mouth of the Orontes, — the wild and woody 
country beyond it,—and then the peak of Mount Casins, rising 
symmetrically from the very edge of the sea to a height of five 
thousand feet. 1 * On the right, iij the south-west horizon, if the day 
was clear, they saw the island of Cyprus from the first.- The cur¬ 
rent sets north-east and northerly between the island and the Syrian 
coast. 3 But with a fair wind, a few hours would enable them'to run 
down from Seleucia to Salamis ; and the land would rapidly rise in 
forms well-known and familiar to Barnabas and Mark. 

The coast/if nearly every island of the Mediterranean has been 
minutely surveyed and described by British naval otliocrs. The two 
islands which were most intimately connected w it h St. Paul’s voyages, 
have been among the latest to receive this kind of illustration. The 
soundings of the coast of Crete are iwv»proved to furnish a valuable 
commentary on the t wenty-seventh chapter of the Acts • and the 
chart of Cyprus should at least be consulted when we read the 
thirteenth chapter. From Cape St. Andrea, the north-eastern point 
of the island, the coast trends rapidly to the west , till it reaches (tape 
(irego, 4 the south-eastern extremity. The wretched model'll town 
of Famagonsta is nearer the latter point, than the former, and the 
ancient. Salamis was situated a short, distance to the math of Faina- 
gousta. Near Capo St. Andrea are two or three small islands, 
anciently called ‘The Keys.’ These, if they were seen at all, 
would soon be lost to view. Capo Crogo is distinguished by a sin¬ 
gular promontory of table laud, wInch is \cry familiar to the saili>rs 
of our merchantmen and ships of war and then' is little doubt that 
the woodcut given in one of their manuals of sailing directions’’ re¬ 
presents that very ‘rough, lofty, table-shaped eminence’ which 

1 ‘The lofty Jobcl-el-Akrab, rising bels bound from Duiniettn to an eastern 
■VllH feet above tile sea, wit ti it - abut- port of (\pms, have been carried 
meats extending to AntioelC—(’lie-- by tlie current past tin* i-land.’— 
nev, p. '228. This mountain i-, bow- Purdy, p. tiTli. After leaving I lie (lulf 
ever, ft conspicuous and beautiful of Scanderoon, the cm rent sets to the 
teature of this bay. St. Paul must westward along the south roast of 
have seen it in all bis voyage- to ami A-ia Minor, as we shall have oreasion 
from Antioch. „ to notice hereafter. A cuiiuus illu?-- 

- See above, p. 111, it. Ji. tration of the difficulty sometimes 

3 ' In sailing from the southern experienced in making this passage 
‘bores uf Cyprus, with the winds ad- will be (mind in Meursius, ('i/jhim, Jfc., 
verse, \ on should endeavour to oh- p. InK; where the decree of an early 
lain tile advantage of the -et of the council i- ntrsl, direeling tie' coui.se to 
current, which between Cyprus ami la* adopted on the death of a bishop 
the mouths of the Nile always runs to in Cvpius, if the vessel which con- 
the eastward, changing its direction veyed tie- news could not cross to 
to the X. K. and N. as you near the Antioch. 

coast of Syria.’—Norie, p. 149. ‘The 4 The P'dalium of Strata) and Pto- 
eurrent, in general, continues easterly b my. 

along the Libyan coast, and I.. N. K. ' Sec the sketch of Cape (irego 
off Alexandria; tlicticc advancing to ‘ N. W. by W.. six miles' in Purdy, 
the coast of Syria, it setH N. E. and I’t. ii. p. 
more northerly ; so that country ves- 
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Strabo mentions in his description of the coast, and which has been 
identified with the Idalium of the classical poets. 

The ground lies low in the neighbourhood of Salamis ; and the 
town was situated on a bight of the coast to the north of the river 
Pedireus. This low land is the largest plain in Cyprus, and the 
PeUiseus is the only true river in the island, the rest being merely 
winter-torrents, flowing in the wet season from the two mountain 
ranges which intersect it from east to west. This plain probably 
represents the kingdom of Teucer, which is familiar to us in the 
early Stories of legendary Greece, x It stretches inwards between 
the twct mountain ranges to the very heart of the country, where 
the modem Turkish capital, Nicosia, is situated. 1 In the days of 
historical Greece, Salamis was the capital. Under the Roman 
Empire, if not the seat of government, it was at least the most im¬ 
portant mercantile town. We have the best reasons for believing 
that the harbour was convenient and capacious. 2 Thus we can 
form to ourselves some idea* of the appearance of the place in the 
reign of Claudius. A large city by the sea-shore, a wide-spread 
plain with corn-fields and orchards, and the blue distance of moun¬ 
tains beyond, composed the view on which the eyes of Barnabas 
and Saul rested when they came to anchor in the bay of Salamis. 

The Jews, as we should have been prepared to expect, were 
numerous in Salamis. Tins fact is indicated to us in the sacred 
narrative ; for we learn that this city had several synagogues, while 
other cities had often only one. 3 The .lews had doubtless been 
established here in considerable numbers in the active period which 
succeeded the death of Alexander. 4 * & * * * * The unparalleled productive¬ 
ness of Cyprus, and its trade in fruit, wine, flax, and honey would 
naturally attract them to the mercantile port. The farming of the 
copper mines by Augustus to Herod may probably have swelled 
their numbers.'’ One of the most conspicuous passages in the 
history of Salamis was the insurrection of the Jews in the reign of 
Trajan, when great part of the city was destroyed. 0 Its demolition 


1 See Pococke’s description, vol. ii. 
pp. 214-217. lie gives a ratio plan of 
Ancient Salamis. The ruined aqueduct 
which he mentions appears to be sub¬ 
sequent to the time of St. Paul. 

* See especially the account in Dio¬ 
dorus Siculus of the great naval vic¬ 
tory off Salamis, won by Demetrius 
Poliorcctes over Ptolemy. Sc via x also 
says that Salamis had a good harbour. 

3 Acts xiii. «>. Compare vi. 0, ix. 
20, and contrast xvii. 1, xviii. 4. 

4 Philo speaks of the .Jews of 

Cyprus. 

& See above, p. 14, n. 2. 

6 * The dame spread to Cyprus, where 

the Jews were numerous and wealthy. 

One Artcniio placed himself at their 

head. They rose and massacred 

210,000 of their fellow-citizens; the 
whole populous city of Salamis became 


a desert. The revolt of Cyprus was 
lir>t suppressed; Hadrian, afterwards 
emperor, landed on the island, and 
marched to the assistance of the few 
inhabitants who had been able to act 
on the defensive. 11 He defeated the 
Jews, expelled them from the island, 
to whose beautiful coasts no Jew was 
ever after permitted to approach. If 
one were accidentally wrecked on the 
inhospitable shore, he was instantly 
put to death.’—Milman, iii. Ill, 112. 
The author says alx>vc (p. 109), that 
the Rabbinical traditions are full of the 
sufferings of the Jews in this period. 
In this island there was a massacre 
before the time of the rebellion, ‘and 
the sea that broke upon the shores of 
Cyprus was tinged with the red hue 
of carnage.* 
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was completed by an earthquake. It was rebuilt by a Christian 
emperor, from whom it received its medieval name of Constantia. 1 

It appears that the proclamation of the Gospel was confined by 
Barnabas and Saul to the Jews and the synagogues. We have no 
information of the length of their stay, or the success of their 
labours. Some stress seems to be laid on tho fact that .1 <fhn 
(i.e. Mark) ‘was their minister.’ Perhaps we are to infer from 
this, that his hands baptized the Jews and Proselytes, who were 
convinced by tho preaching of tho Apostles. • 

From Salamis they travelled .to Paphos, at tho other extremity 
of the island. The two towns were probably connected together 
by a well-travelled and frequented road. 2 It is indeed likely that, 
even under tho Empire, the islands of the Greek part of the Medi¬ 
terranean, as Crete and Cyprus, were not so completely provided 
with lines of internal communication as those which were nearer 
the metropolis, and had been longer under Roman occupation, such 
as Corsica and Sardinia. * But we cannot help believing that Homan 
roads were laid down in Cyprus and Crete, after the manner of tho 
modem English roads in Corfu and the other Ionian islands, which 
islands, in their social and political condition, present many points 
of resemblance to those which -were under the Roman sway in the 
time of St. Paul. On tho whole, there is little doubt that his 
journey from Salamis to Paphos, a distance from east to west of 
not more than a hundred miles, w as accomplished in a short time 
and without difficulty. 

Paphos was the residence of the Roman governor. The appear¬ 
ance of the place (if due allowance is made for the difi'erences of 
the nineteenth century and the first) may be compared with that 
of the town of Corfu in the present day, with its strong garrison 
of imperial soldiers in the midst of a Greek population, with its 
mixture of two languages, with its symbols of a strong and steady 
power side by side with frivolous amusements, and with something 
of the style of a court about tho residence of its governor. All 
the occurrences, which are mentioned at Paphos .-vs taking place on 
tho arrival of Barnabas and Saul, are grouped so entirely round 
thi governor’s person, that our attention must be turned for a time 
to tho condition of Cyprus, as a Roman province, and tho position 
and character of Sergius Paulus. 

From the time when Augustus united the world under his own 
power, the provinces were divided into two different classes. The 
business of the first Emperor’s life was to consolidate the imperial 
system under the show of administering a republic. He retained 
the names and Semblances of those liberties and rights which Rome 
had once enjoyed. He found two names in existence, the one of 
which was henceforth inseparably blende*} with the Imperial dignity 
and Military command, the other with the authority of tho Senate 
and its Civil administration. The first of these names was ‘ Prietor, ’ 

1 Jerome speaks of it under this Ilantabas, anil a grotto where he i* 
name. said to have lieen buried, after suffering 

* On the west of .Salamis, in the martyrdom in the reign of Nero. A 
direction of Paphos, Pococke saw a road is marked between Salamis ami 
church and monastery dedicated to Paphos in the Peutingcrian Table 
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the second was ‘Consul.’ Both of them were retained in Italy ; 
and both were reproduced in the Provinces as ‘ Propraetor ’ and 
‘Proconsul.’ 1 He told the Senate and people that he would re¬ 
lieve them of all the anxiety of military proceedings, and that he 
would resign to them those provinces, where soldiers were unneces¬ 
sary to secure the fruits of a peaceful administration.* He would 
take upon himself all the care and risk of governing the other 
provinces, where rebellion might be apprehended, and where the 
proximity of warlike tribes made the presence of the legions per¬ 
petually needful. These were his professions to the Senate : but 
the real'purpose of this ingenious arrangement was the disarming 
of the Republic, and the securing to himself the absolute control 
of the whole standing army of the Empire. 11 The scheme was suf¬ 
ficiently transparent ; but there was no sturdy national life in 
Italy to resist his despotic innovations, and no foreign civilised 
powers to arrest the advance of imperial aggrandisement; and 
thus it came to pass that Augustus, though totally destitute of the 
military genius either of Cromwell or Napoleon, transmitted to his 
successor’s a throne guarded by an invincible army, and a system 
of government destined to endure through several centuries. 

Hence we find in the reign, not only of Augustus, but of each of 
his successors, from Tiberius to Nero, the provinces divided into 
these two classes. On the one side we have those which are sup¬ 
posed to be under the Senate and people. The governor is ap¬ 
pointed by lot, as in the times of the old republic. He carries 
with him the lictors and fasces, the insignia of a Consul ; but he is 
destitute of military power. His office must be resigned at the 
expiration of a year. He is styled • Proconsul,’ and the Greeks, 
translating the term, call him ' \v6itrrnrnr. 4 On the other side are 
the provinces of Csesar. The Governor may be styled ‘ Pro¬ 
prietor,’ or ’Ai’TirrTpariiyn-, but he is more properly ‘ Legatus,’ or 
Hpcc/3(vri)c ,—the representative or ‘ Commissioner ’ of the Emperor. 
He goes out from Italy with all the pomp of a military commander, 
and he does not return till the Emperor recalls him.* And to com¬ 
plete the symmetry and consistency of the system, the subordinate 
districts of these imperial provinces are regulated by the Emperor’s 
‘Procurator’ (’liirtTponu,.), or ‘High Steward.’ The New Testa¬ 
ment, in the strictest conformity with the other historical autho- 


1 It is important, as we shnll see 
presently, to notice Dio Cassius’s 
further statement, that all governors 
of the Senate’s provinces were to be 
called Proconsuls, whatever their pre¬ 
vious office might have been, ana all 
governors of the Emperor’s provinces 
were to be styled Legati or Propraetors, 
even if they had been Consuls. 

* The ‘ unarmed provinces’ of Taci¬ 
tus, in his account of the state of the 
Empire at the death of Nero. Hist. 
i. if. 

3 Suetonius and Dio Cassius. 

4 Which our English translators 


have rendered by the ambiguous word 
‘deputy.’ Acts xiii. 7. 1 The deputy of 
the country, Sergius Paulus.’ ‘Gallio 
was the deputy of Aehaia,’ Ibid, xviii. 
12. ’ There are deputies ,’ Ibid. xix. 38. 

6 All these details are stated, and 
the two hinds of governors very ac¬ 
curately distinguished in the 63rd 
Book of Dio Cassius, ch. 13. It should 
be remarked that ieapxi* (the word 
still used for the subdivisions of the 
modern Greek Kingdom) is applied 
indiscriminately to both kinds of pro¬ 
vinces. 
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rities of the period, gives us examples of both kinds of provincial 
administration. We are told by Strabo, and by Dio Cassius, that 
‘ Asia ’ and ‘ Acliaia ’ were assigned to the Senate ; and the title, 
which in each case is given to the Governor in the Acts of the 
Apostles, is ‘Proconsul.’ 1 The same authorities inform us that 
Syria was an imperial province,’ and no such title as ‘ Proconsul ’ 
is assigned by the sacred writers to ‘ Oyrenius Governor of Syria,’ 3 
or to Pilate, Festus, and Felix, 1 the Procurators of Judies, which, 
as we have seen (p. 21), was a dependency of that great and un¬ 
settled province. . * 

Dio Cassius informs us, in the same passage where hfi tells us 
that Asia and Acliaia were provinces of the Senate, that Cyprus was 
retained by the Emperor for himself. 3 If we stop here, we naturally 
ask the question,—and some have asked the question rather hastily, 
—how it comes to pass that St. Luke speaks of Sergius Panins by 
the style of ‘ Proconsul I’ But any hesitation concerning the strict 
accuracy of the sacred 'historian’s tyuguage is immediately set at 
rest by the very next sentence of the secular historian."—in which 
he informs us that Augustus restored Cyprus to the Senate in 
exchange for another district of the Empire,—a statement which lie 
again repeats in a later passage of his work. 7 It is evident, then, 
that the governor’s style and title from this time forward would bo 
‘Proconsul.’ But this evidence, however satisfactory, is not all 
that we possess. The coin, which is engraved at the end of the 
chapter, distinctly presents to us a Cyprian Proconsul of the reign 
of Claudius. And inscriptions, which could easily be adduced, 8 
supply us with the names of additional governors,' 1 who were among 
the predecessors or successors of Sergius Paulus. 

It is remarkable that two men called Sergius Paulus are described 
in very similar terms by two physicians who wrote in Greek, the 
one a Heathen, the other a Christian. The Heathen writer is Galen. 
He speaks of his cotemporary as a man interested and well versed 
in philosophy. 111 The Christian writer is St. Luke, who tells us here 
that the governor of Cyprus was a ‘ prudent ’ man, wdio ‘ desired 
to hear the Word of God.’ This governor seems to have been of a 
candid and inquiring mind ; nor will this philosophical disposition 
be thought inconsistent with his connection with the Jewish im¬ 
postor, whom Saul and Barnabas found at the Paphian court, by 
those who are acquainted with the intellectual and religious ten¬ 
dencies of the age. 

1 ’AffluTraroq xviii. 12, xix. 38. for tie* Legatus of Svria. 

* Strabo and Dio. 4 Along with Syria and Cilicia. 

3 Luke ii. 2. 9 Dio Cass. liii. 12. 7 Ibid. liv. 4. 

_ ‘ The word invariably used in the 8 One is given in tlie larger editiona 

N'ew Testament is 'Hyrawe. This is a of this work. 

general term, like the Roman 1 1’rteses’ 9 \Vh?n we find, either on coin* nnd 
and the English * Governor as may inscriptions, or in Scripture, detached 
be seen bv comparing Luke ii. 2 with notices of provincial governors not 
ni- I, and observing that the very mentioned elsewhere, we should bear 
same word is applied to the offices of in mind what has been said above (p. 
me Procurator of Judtea, the legates 110), that the Proconsul was appointed 
Syria, and the Emperor himself, annually. 

’Josephus generally uses 'Rniiponot for 10 The two were separated by an 
the Procurator of" ,Judtea, and'Hy«sii,e interval of a hundred years. 

K 
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For many years before this time, and many years after, impostors 
from the East, pretending to magical powers, had great influence 
over the Roman mind. All the Greek and Latin literature of the 
empire, from Horace to Lucian, abounds in proof of the prevalent 
credulity of this sceptical period. Unbelief, when it has become 
conscious of its weakness, is often glad to give its hand to super¬ 
stition. The faith of educated Romans was utterly gone. We can 
hardly wonder, when the East was thrown open,—the land of 
mystery,—the fountain of the earliest migrations,—the cradle of 
the earliest religions,—that the imagination both of the populace 
and the aristocracy of Rome became fanatically excited, and that 
they greedily welcomed the most absurd and degrading supersti¬ 
tions. Not only was the metropolis of the empire crowded with 
‘ hungry Greeks,’but ‘Syrian fortune-tellers’ flocked into all the 
haunts of public amusement. Athens and Corinth did not now 
contribute the greatest or the worst part of the ‘ dregs ’ of Rome ; 
but (to adopt Juvenal’s use of, that river of Antioch we have lately 
been describing) ‘the Orontes itself flowed into the Tiber.’ 

Every part of the East contributed its share to the general super¬ 
stition. The gods of Egypt and Phrygia found unfailing votaries. 
Before the close of the republic, the temples of Isis and Serapis had 
been more than once erected, destroyed, and renewed. Josephus 
tells us that certain disgraceful priests of Isis* were crucified at 
Romo by the second Emperor ; but this punishment was only a 
momentary check to their sway over the Roman mind. The more 
remote districts of Asia Minor sent their itinerant soothsayers ; 
Syria sent her music and her medicines ; Clialdiea her ‘ Babylonian 
numbers’and ‘mathematical calculations.’- To these corrupters 
of the people of Romulus we must add one more Asiatic nation,— 
the nation of the Israelites ;—and it is an instructive employment 
to observe that, while some members of the Jewish people were 
rising, by the Divine power, to the highest position ever occupied 
by men on earth, others were sinking themselves, and other’s along 
with thorn, to the lowest and most contemptible degradation. The 
treatment and influence of the Jews at Rome were often too similar 
to those of other Orientals. One year we find them banished ; ’ 
another year we see them quietly re-established. 1 * * 4 Tire Jewish 
beggar-woman was the gipsy of the first century, shivering and 
crouching in the outskirts of the city, and telling fortunes, 5 as 
Ezekiel said of old, ‘ for handfuls of barley, and for pieces of 
bread.’ 0 All this catalogue of Oriental impostors, whose influx into 
Rome was a characteristic of the period, we can gather from that 
revolting satire of Juvenal, in which he scourges the follies and 
vices of the Roman women. But not only were the women of 

1 Ant. xviii. 8, 4. dteosdieereoportef, mathematic-os dicit.’ 

* Babylonii Numeri, Hor. i. Od. xi. 2. There is some account of their pro- 
Chaldatcse ratinnes, Cic. Dig. ii. 47 ceedings at the beginning of the four- 
See the whole passage 42-47. The teenth book of the Noctct Attica. 
Chaldtean astrologers were called ‘ Ms- 3 -Acts xviii. 2. 

themstici ’ (Juv. vi. 562, xiv. 248). 4 Acts xxviii. 17. 

See the definition in Aultts Gellius, i. 9. 5 Juv. Sat. iii. 13-16, vi. 542-546. 

4 Vulgus, qaos gentilitio vocabulo Chal- * Etek. xiii. 19. 
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Rome drawn aside into this varied and multiplied fanaticism ; but 
the Eminent men of the declining republic, and the absoluto sove¬ 
reigns of the early Empire, were tainted and enslaved by the samo 
superstitions. The great Marius had in his camp a Syrian, pro¬ 
bably a Jewish 1 2 prophetess, by whose divinations he regulated the 
progress of his campaigns. As Brutus, at the beginning of the 
republic, had visited the oraclq of Delphi, so Pompoy, Crassus, and 
Ciesar, at the close of the republic, when the oracles were silent, 3 
sought information from Oriental astrology. No picture in trtie 
great Latin satirist is more powerfully drawn than that intfhioh lie 
shows us the Emperor Tiberius * sitting on the rock of C.tpri, with 
his Hock of Chaldmans round liim.’ a No sentence in the great 
Latin historian is more bitterly emphatic than that in which he 
says that the astrologers and sorcerers are a class of men who * will 
always be discarded and always cherished.’ 4 * 6 

What we know, from the literature of the period, to have been the 
case in Rome and in the Empire u£ large, we see exemplified in a 
province in the case of Sergius Paulus. He had attached himself to 
‘a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Barjesus,’ 
and who had given himself the Arabic name of ‘Elymas,’ or ‘ The 
Wise.’ But the Proconsul was not so deluded by the false prophet,* 
as to be unable, or unwilling, to listen to the true. ‘ He sent for 
Barnabas and Saul,’ of whose arrival he was informed, and whose 
free and public declaration <>f the ‘ Word of (Jod ’ attracted his 
inquiring mind. Elymas used every exertion to resist them, and to 
hinder the Proconsul's mind from falling under the influence of their 
Divine doctrine. Truth and falsehood \v ;re brought into visible 
conflict with each other. It is evident, from the graphic character 
of the narrative,—the description of Paul ‘setting his eyes’ 0 on 
the sorcerer,—‘ the mist and the darkness ’ which fell on Barjesus, 
—the ‘groping about for some one to lead him,’ 7 —that the 
opposing wonder-workers stood face to face in the presence of the 


1 Niebuhr thinks she wits a Jewess. 
Her name was Martha. 

2 Cic. Dio. ii. 47. 

3 Juv. Sat. x. y;$. 

4 Tae. Hist. i. 22. 

* For the good and bad senses in 
■which the word tydyo* was used, see 
Professor Trench’s recent book on tlie 
Second Chapter of St. Matthew. It is 
worth observing, that Simon Magus 
wan a Cyprian, if lie is the i»ersoii 
mentioned by Josephus. Ant. xx. 5, 2. 

6 The word in Acts xiii. 1# is the 

same which is used in xxiii. 1, for 
‘to look intently.’ Our first impres- 
Mon is, that there was something 
searching and commanding in St. 
Paul’s eye. But if the opinion is 
correct, that he suffered from an affec¬ 
tion of the eyes, this word may express 
a peculiarity connected with his de¬ 
fective vision. See the Bishop of Win¬ 


diest er*> note (Ministerial Character 
of Christy p. 555), who compares the 
LXX. in Numb, xxxiii. 55; Josh, 
xxiii. Id, and applies this view to 
the explanation of the difficulty in 
Ads xxiii. 1-5. And it is remark¬ 
able that, in both the traditional ac¬ 
counts of Paul’s jKTsonal apjK*aninco 
which wc possess (viz. those of Maht- 
las and Nicephorus), he is said to have 
had contracted eyebrows. Many hove 
thought that ‘ tfie thorn in his flesh,* 
2 Cor. xii. 7, was an affection of the 
eyes, yeneo, perhaps, the statement 
in (ial.iv. 11-lb, and the allusion to 
his large handwriting. Gal. vi. 11. (.See 
our Preface.) 

7 It may be added that these phrase 
seem to imply that the person from 
whence they came was on eye-witness. 
Some have inferred that Luka himself 
waa present. 
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Procon*ul,—as Moses and Aaron withstood the magicians at the 
Egyptian court,—Sergius Paulus being in this respect differentfrom 
Pharaoh, that he did not ‘ harden his heart.’ 

The miracles of the New Testament are generally distinguished 
from those of the Old, by being for the most part works of mercy 
and Restoration, not of punishment and destruction. Two only of 
Our Lord’s miracles were inflictions of severity, and these were at¬ 
tended with no harm to the bodies of men. The same law of mercy 
pervades most of those interruptions of the course of nature which 
He gavtf His servants, the Apostles, power to effect. One miracle of 
wrath is Snentioned as worked in His name by each of the great 
Apostles, Peter and Paul; and we can see sufficient reasons why liars 
and hypocrites, like Ananias and Sapphira, and powerful impostors, 
like ElymasBarjesus, should bo publicly punished in the'face of the 
Jewish and Gentile worlds, and made the examples and warnings of 
every subsequent age of the Church . 1 A different passage in the 
life of St. Peter presents a parallel which is‘closer in some respects 
with this interview of St. Paul with the sorcerer in Cyprus. As 
Simon Magus,—who had ‘ long time bewitched the people of Sa¬ 
maria with his sorceries,’—was denounced by St. Peter ‘ as still 
in the gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity,’ and solemnly told that 
‘his heart was not right in the sight of God;’ 2 —so St. Paul, con¬ 
scious of his apostolic power, and under the impulse of immediate in¬ 
spiration, rebuked Barjesus, as a child of that Devil who is the father 
of lies , 3 as a worker of deceit and mischief , 1 and as one who sought 
to pervert and distort that which God saw and approved as right . 5 
He proceeded to denounce an instantaneous judgment; and, accord¬ 
ing to his prophetic word, the ‘hand of the Lord ’ struck the sorcerer, 
as it had once struck the Apostle himself on the way to Damascus ; 
—the sight of Ely mas began to waver , 0 and presently a darkness 
settled on it so thick, that he ceased to behold the sun’s light. This 
blinding of the false prophet opened the eyes of Sergius Paulus. 
That which had been intended as an opposition to the Gospel, proved 
the means of its extension. We are ignorant of the degree of this 
extension in the island of Cyprus. But we cannot doubt that when 
the Proconsul was converted, his influence would make Chris¬ 
tianity reputable; and that from this moment the Gentiles of the 
island, as well as the Jews, had the news of salvation brought home 
to them. 

And now, from this point of the Apostolical history, Paul appears 
as the great figure in every picture. Barnabas, henceforward, is 
always in the back-ground. The great Apostle now enters on his 
work as the preacher to the Gentiles; and simultaneously with his 
active occupation of the field in which he was called to labour, his 
name is suddenly changed. As ‘ Abram ’ was changed into ‘ Abra- 

1 It Is not necessary to infer from 4 The word in Acta xiii. 10 ex- 
theee passages, or from 1 Cor. v. 8-5, presses the cleverness of a successful 
1 Tim. i. 20, that Peter and Paul had. imposture. 

power to inflict these judgments at 5 With Acta xiii. 10, compare viii. 21. 
their will. Though, even if they had 6 Acts xiii. 11. This may be used, 
this power, they had also the spirit of in Luke’s medical manner, to express 
love and supernatural knowledge to the stages of the blindness. Compare 
guide them in the use of it. the account of the recovery of the 

1 Acta viii. 21-88. * John viii. 44- lame man in Hi. 8. 
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ham,’ when God promised that he should be the ‘ father of* many 
nations ;’—as ‘ Simon ’ was changed into ‘ Peter,’ when it was said, 
‘On this rock I will build my church;’—so ‘Saul’ is changed 
into ‘ Paul,’ at the moment of his first great victory among the 
Heathen. What ‘ the plains of Mamre by Hebron ’ were to the 
patriarch,—what ‘Caesarea Philippi,’ 1 * by the fountains oh the 
Jordan, was to the fisherman of Galilee,—that was the city of ‘ Pa¬ 
phos,’ on the coast of Cyprus, to the tent-maker of Tarsus. Are we 
to suppose that the name was now really given him for the first tiipe, 
—that he adopted it himself as significant of his own feelings,—or 
that Sergius Paulus conferred*it on him in gratoful commemoration 
of the benefits he had received,—or that ‘Paul,’ having been a 
Gentile form of the Apostle’s name in early life conjointly with the 
Hebrew ‘ Saul,’ was now used to the exclusion of the other, to in¬ 
dicate that he had receded from his position as a Jewish Christian, 
to become the friend and teacher of the Gentiles! All these 
opinions have found their supporters both in ancient and modern 
times. The question has been allhtfed to before in this work (p. 
39). It will be well to devote some further space to it now, once 
for all. 

It cannot be denied that the words in Acts xiii. 9—‘ Saul who 
is also Paul ’—are the line of separation between two very distinct 
portions of St. Luke’s biography of the Apostle, in the former of 
which ho is uniformly called ‘Saul,’ while in the latter he receives, 
with equal consistency, the name of ‘ Paul.’ It must also be ob¬ 
served, that the Apostle always speaks of himself under tho latter 
designation in every one of his Epistles, without any exception; and 
not only so, but the Apostle St. Peter, in the only passage where ho 
has occasion to allude to him,' 1 speaks of him sis ‘our beloved brother 
Paul.’ We are, however, inclined to adopt tho opinion that the Cili- 
cian Apostle had this Roman name, as well as his other Hebrew name, 
in his earlier days, and even before he was a Christian. This adop¬ 
tion of a Gentile namo is so far from being alien to the spirit of a 
Jewish family, that a similar practice maybe traced through all the 
periods of Hebrew History. Beginning with tho Persian epoch 
(b.c. 660-360) we find such names as ‘ Nelvemiah,’ ‘ Scliaminai,’ 

‘ Belteshazzar, ’ which betray an Oriental origin, and show that 
Jewish appellatives followed the growth of the living language. In 
the Greek period we encounter the names of ‘Philip,’ 3 and his son 
‘Alexander,’ 4 * And of Alexander’s successors, ‘Antiochus,’ ‘ Lysi- 
machus,’ ‘ Ptolemy,’ ‘ Antipater; ’ 3 the names of Greek philoso¬ 
phers, such as ‘Zeno,’ and ‘ Epicurus ; ’ 6 even Greek mythological 
names, as ‘Jason’ and ‘ Menelaus.’ 7 Some of these words will 


1 See Gen. xiii. 18, xvii. 6 ; Matt, 
xvi. 18-18; and Prof. Stanley’s Ser¬ 
mon on St. Peter. 

* 2 Pet. iii. 15. 

, * Matt. x. 8 ; Acts vi. 6, xxi. 8 ; 
Joseph. Ant. xiv. 10, 22. 

4 Acta xix. 88,84. See 2 Tim. iv. 14. 

Alexander was a common name 

among the Asmonseana. It is said 

“at when the great conqueror passed 
through Judeea, a promise was made 


to him that all the Jewish children 
bom thf t year should be called * Alex¬ 
ander.’ 

4 1 Macc. xii. 10, xvi. 11; 2 Mace, 
iv. 29 ; Jeseph. Ant. xiv. 10. 

4 These names, are in the Mischna 
and the Berenice Inscription. 

1 Jason, Joseph. Ant. xii. 10, 6 ; 
perhaps Acts xvii. 5-9; Rom. xvi. 
21; Menelaus, Joseph. Ant. xii. 5, 1. 
See 2 Macc. iv. 5 
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have t>een recognised as occurring in the New Testament itself. 
When we mention Roman names adopted by the Jews, the coin¬ 
cidence is still more striking. ‘Crispus,’ 1 ‘Justus,’ 2 ‘Niger,’ 3 
are found in Josephus 4 as well as in the Acts. ‘ Drusilla ’ and 
‘ Priscilla ’ might have been Roman matrons. The ‘ Aquila’ of St. 
Paulis the counterpart of the ‘Apella’ of Horace. 5 * Nor need we 
end our survey of Jewish names with the early Roman Empire; 
for, passing by the destruction of Jerusalem, we see Jews, in the 
earlier part of the Middle Ayes, calling themselves, ‘ Basil,’ ‘ Leo,’ 
‘ Theodosius,’ ‘Sophia;’ and, in the latter part, ‘Albert,’ ‘Bene¬ 
dict,’ ‘Crispin,’ ‘Denys.’ We might pursue our inquiry into the 
nations of modem Europe; but enough has been said to show, that 
as the Jews have successively learnt to speak Chaldee, Greek, 
Latin, or German, so they have adopted into their families the 
appellations of those Gentile families among whom they have lived. 
It is indeed remarkable that the Separated Nation should bear, in 
the very names recorded in its annals, th§ trace of every nation 
with whom it has come in coiftitct and never united. 

It is important to our present purpose to remark that double 
names often occur in combination, the one national, the other 
foreign. The earliest instances are ‘ Belteshazzar-Daniel,’ and 
‘ Esther-Hadasa. ’ 0 Frequently there was no resemblance or natu¬ 
ral connection between the two words, as in ‘ Herod-Agrippa,’ ‘ Sa¬ 
lome-Alexandra, ’ ‘ Jnda-Aristobulus,’ ‘ Simon-Peter.’ Sometimes 
the meaning was reproduced, as in ‘ Malich-Kleodemus. ’ At other 
times an alliterating resemblance of sound seems to have dictated 
the choice, as in ‘ .lose-Jason,’ ‘ Hillel- Julus,’ ‘ Saul-Paulus ’— 
‘ Said, who is also Paul. ’ 

Thus it seems to us that satisfactory reasons can be adduced for 
the double name borne by the Apostle,—without having recourse 7 
to the hypothesis of Jerome, who suggests that, as Scipio was called 
Africanus from the conquest of Africa, and Metellus called Creticus 
from the conquest of Crete, so Said carried away his new name 
as a trophy of his victory over the Heathenism of the Proconsul 
Paulus—or to that notion, which Augustine applies with much 
rhetorical effect in various parts of his writings, where he alludes 
to the literal meaning of the word ‘ Panins,’ and contrasts Saul, 
the unbridled king, the proud self-confident persecutor of David, 
with Paul, the lowly, the penitent,—who deliberately wished to 
indicate by his very name, that he was ‘ the least of 1 the Apostles,’ 5 
and ‘less than the least of all Saints.’ 2 Yet we must not neglect 
the coincident occurrence of these two names in this narrative of 
the events which happened in Cyprus. We need not hesitate to 
dwell on the associations which are connected with the name of 
‘ Paulus,’—or on the thoughts w'hich are naturally called up, when 


1 Acts xviil. 8. * Acts i. 23. 

8 Acts xiii. 1. 

« Joseph. Life, 68,65; War, iv. 0. 1. 

Compare 1 Cor. i. 14; Acts xviii. 7; 
Col. iv. 11. 

5 Hor. 1 . Sat. v. 100. Priscilla ap¬ 

pears under the abbreviated form 

Iprisca,’ 2 Tim. iv. 19. 


c Dan. x. 1 ; Esther ii. 7. So Ze- 
rtibbabel was called Sheshbazzar. Com¬ 
pare Ezra v. 16, with Zech. iv. 9. The 
Oriental practice of adopting names 
which were significant roust not be left 
out of view. 

7 See p. 39, n. 1. 

« Eph. iii. 8, 


8 1 Cor. xv. 9- 
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we notice the critioal passage in the sacred history, where it *s first 
given to Saul of Tarsus. It is surely not unworthy of notice that, 
as Inter’s first Gentile convert was a member of the Cornelian 
House (p. 96), so the surname of the noblest family of the fEmilian 
House 1 was the link between the Apostle of the Gentiles and his 
convert at Paphos. Nor can we find a nobler Christian version of 
any line of a Heathen poet, than by comparing what Horaco^says 
of him who fell at Canute,— ‘ gnivue mapnte prodiyum Paulum,’ — 
with the words of him who said at Miletus, ‘ I count not m y life 
dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and 
the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus.’* * 

And though we imagine, as we have said above, tlint "Saul had 
the name of Paul at an earlier period of his life, —and should be 
inclined tQ conjecturo that the appellation came from some connec¬ 
tion of his ancestors (perhaps as manumitted slaves) with some 
member of the Roman family of the ^Emilian Pauli ; 3 —yet wo 
cannot believe it accidental that the words, 4 which have led to this 
discussion, occur at tins particular .point of the inspired narrative. 
The Heathen name rises to the surface at the moment when St. 
Paul visibly enters on his office as the Apostle of the Heathen. 
The Roman name is stereotyped at the moment when he converts 
the Roman governor. And the place where this occurs is Paphos, 
the favourite sanctuary of a shameful idolatry. At the very spot 
which was notorious throughout the world for that which the 
Gospel forbids and destroys,—there, before he sailed for Perga, 
having achieved his victory, the Apostle erected his trophy, 3 —as 
Moses, when Amalek was discomfited, ‘ built an altar, and called 
the name of it Jehovali-Nissi,—the Lord my banner.’ 0 



' Paulus was" tlic cognomen of a 
family of the Gens ACmilin. The 
stemma is given in Smith’s Dictionary 
of Classical Biography, under Paulus 
iEmilius. The name must of course 
have been given to the first individual 
who bore it from the smallness of his 
stature. It should be observed, that 
both Malalas and Xicophoms (quoted 
above) speak of St. Paul os short of 
stature. 

* Hor. r. Oil. xii. 37; Acts xx. 21. 
Compare Phil. iii. 8. 

1 Compare the case of Josephus, al¬ 
luded to above, p. 38. 

4 Acta xiii. 9. 


'■ The words of Jerome alluded to 
above are: ‘ Victoria’ sum tropaui rctu- 
lit, erexitque vexUhtm .’ 

0 Kxod. xvii. 15. 

1 The woodcut is from Akcrman’s 
Numismatic Illustrations , p. 41. Spe¬ 
cimens of the coin are in the Im|teriai 
Cabiiyt at Vienna, and in the Uiblio- 
theque du Hoi. There are other 
Cyprian coins of the Imperial age, with 
PKOOOS in Homan characters. Many 
Cyprian coins of the reign of Claudius 
are of the red copper of the island: a 
fact peculiarly interesting to us, if the 
notion, mentioned p. 14, n. It, and P* 
114, Ire correct. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

• 

Old and New Paphos.—Departure from Cyprus.—Coast of Pamphylia.—Perga. 
— Mark’a Return to Jerusalem.—Mountain Scenery of Pisidia.—Situation of 
Antioch.—The Synagogue.—Address to the Jews.—Preaching to the Gentiles. 
—Persecution by the Jews.—History and Description of Iconium.—Lvcaonia. 
—Dcrbe and Lystra.—Healing of the Cripple.— Idolatrous Worship offered to 
Paul and Barnabas.—Address to the Gentiles.—St. Paul stoned.—Timotheus. 

-The Apostles retrace their Journey.—Perga and Attaleia. — Return to Syria. 

The banner of the Gospel waj now displayed on the coasts of the 
Heathen. The Glad Tidings had ‘passed over to the isles of 
Chittim,’ 1 and had found a willing audience in that island, which, 
in the vocabulary of the Jewish Prophets, is the representative of 
the trade and civilisation of the Meditex-ranean Sea. Cyprus was 
the early meeting-place of the Oriental and Greek forms of social 
life. Originally colonised from Phoenicia, it was successively subject 
to Egypt, to Assyria, and to Persia. The settlements of the Greeks 
on its shores had begun in a remote period, and their influence 
gradually advanced, till the older links of connection were entirely 
broken by Alexander and his successors. But not only in political 
and social relations, by the progress of conquest and commerce, was 
Cyprus the meeting-place of Greece and the East. Here also their 
forms of idolatrous worship met and became blended together. 
Paphos was, indeed, a sanctuary of Greek religion : on this shore 
the fabled goddess first landed, when she rose from the sea : this 
was the scone of a worship celebrated in the classical poets, from 
the age of Homer, down to the time when Titus, the son of Ves¬ 
pasian, visited the spot in the spirit of a Heathen pilgrim, on his 
way to subjugate Judaea. 3 But the polluted worship was originally 
introduced from Assyria or Phoenicia : the Oriental form under 
which the goddess was worshipped, is represented on Greek coins : 3 
the Temple bore a curious resemblance to those of .^starte at Car¬ 
thage or Tyre : and Tacitus pauses to describe the singularity of 
the altar and the ceremonies, before he proceeds to narrate the 
campaign of Titus. And hero it was that we have seen Christianity 
firmly established by St. Paul,—in the very Bpot where the super- 

1 The general notion intended by nected with Citium, which was a Phoe- 
the phrases ‘isles’ and ‘coups’ of nician colony in Cypru9. 

‘ Chittim,’ seems to have been ‘ the 3 Tac. Hist. ii. 2-4. Compare Snet. 
islands and coasts of the Mediterranean Tit. 6. Tacitus speaks of magnificent 
to the west and north-west of Cud tea.’ offerings presented by kings and others 
Numb. xxiv. 24; Jer. ii. 10 ; Ezek. to the Temple at Old' Paphos, 
xxrii. 6. See Gen. x. 4, 6; Isai. xxiii. * A specimen is given in the larger 
1 ; Dan. xi. SO. But primarily the editions, 
name is believed to have been con- 



vi.] Old and Neiv Paphos. 125 

stition of Syria had perverted man's natural veneration andflove 
of mystery, and where the beautiful creations of Greek thought 
had administered to what Athanasius, when speaking of Paphos, 
well describes as the ‘ deification of lust.’ 

The PaphoS;. of the poets, or Old Paphos , as it was afterwards 
called, was situated on an eminence at a distance of nearly fcwo 
miles from the sea. New Paphos was on the sea-shore, about ten 
miles to the north. 1 * But the oid town still remained as the sanc¬ 
tuary which was visited by Heathen pilgrims; profligate processions, 
at stated seasons, crowded the road between the two towns, as they 
crowded the road between Afltioch and Daphne (p. 10J) ; and 
small models of the mysterious image were sought as eagerly by 
strangers as the little ‘ silver shrines ’ of Diana at Ephesus. (Acts 
xix. 24.) Doubtless the position of the old town was an illus¬ 
tration of the early custom, mentioned by Thucydides, of building 
at a safe distance from the shore, at a time when the sea was infested 
by pirates ; and the nev# town had been established in a place con¬ 
venient for commerce, when navigation had become more secure. 
It was situated on the verge of a plain, smaller than that of Salamis, 
and watered by a scantier stream than the Pediteus.* Not long 
before the visi£ of Paul and Barnabas it had been destroyed by an 
earthquake. Augustus had rebuilt it; and from him it had received 
the name of Augusta or Sebaste. 3 But the old name still retained 
its place in popftlar usage, and has descended to modern times. 
The ‘ Paphos ’ of Strabo, Ptolemy, and St. Luke became the 
‘ Papho’ of the Venetians and the ‘ Bafla ’ of the Turks. A second 
series of Latin architecture has crumbled into decay. Mixed up 
with the ruins of palaces and churches are the poor dwellings of 
the Greek and Maliommednn inhabitants, partly on the beach, but 
chiefly on a low ridge of sandstone rock, about two miles 4 from the 
ancient port; for the marsh, which once formed the limit of the 
port, mak.; the shore unhealthy during the heats of summer by its 
noxious exhalations. One of the most singular features of the 
neighbourhood consists of the curious caverns excavated in the 


1 Or rather the north-west. See 
the Admiralty Chart. 

1 See p. 114. 

3 The Creek form Sebaste, instead 
of Augusta, occurs in an inscription 
found on the spotf which is further 
interesting as containing the name of 
another Pau/us. 

4 This is the distance between the 
Ktcma and the Marina given by 
Captain Graves. In Purdy’s Sailing 
Directions (p. 261) it is stated to be 
only half a mile. Captain Graves 
says : ‘ In the vicinity are numerous 
ruins and ancient rem'ains ; but when 
40 many towns have existed, and so 
many have severally been destroyed, 
all most be left to conjecture. A 
number of columns broken and much 
mutilated are lying about, and some 


substantial and well-built vaults, or 
rnther subterraneous communications, 
under n hill of slight elevation, arc 
pointed out by the guidea as the 
remains of a temple dedicated to 
Venus. Then there are numerous 
excavations in the sandstone hills, 
which probably served at various 
periods t he double purpose of habita¬ 
tions and tombs. Several monasteries 
and churches now in ruins, of a low 
Gothic architecture, are more easily 
identified; but the crumbling frag¬ 
ments of the sandstone with which 
they were constructed only add to 
the inconjhious heap around, that now 
covers the palace of the Paphian 
Venus.’—MS. note by Captain Graves, 
R.N. 
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rockk, which have been used both for tombs and for dwellings. The 
harbour is now almost blocked up, and affords only shelter foij,boats. 
‘ The Venetian stronghold, at the extremity of the Western mole, is 
fast crumbling into ruins. The mole itself is broken up, and every 
year the massive stones of which it was constructed are rolled over 
frqm their original position into the port. ’ 1 * The approaches to the 
harbour can never have been very safe, in consequence of the ledge 
of rocks s which extends some distance into the Sea. At present, 
the eastern entrance to the anchorage is said to be the safer of the 
two. .The western, under ordinary circumstances, would be more 
convenient for a vessel clearing out«of the port, and about to sail for 
the Gulf of Pamphylia. 

We have remarked in the last chapter, that it is not difficult to 
imagine the reasons which induced Paul and Barnabas, on their de¬ 
parture from Seleucia, to visit first the island of Cyprus. It is not 
quite so easy to give an opinion upon the motives which directed 
their course to the coast of Pamphylia, whop they had passed through 
the native island of Barnabhs; from Salamis to Paphos. It might 
be one of those circumstances which we call accidents, and which, 
as they never influence the actions of ordinary men without the pre¬ 
determining direction of Divine Providence, so were doubtless used 
by the same Providence to determine the course even of Apostles. 
As St. Paul, many years afterwards, joined at Myra that vessel in 
which he was shipwrecked, 3 and then was conveyed to Puteoli in a 
ship which had accidentally wintered at Malta,' 1 —soon this occasion 
there might be some small craft in the harbour at Paphos, bound 
for the opposite gulf of Attaleia, when Paul and Barnabas were 
thinking of their future progress. The distance is not great, and 
frequent communication, both political and commercial, must have 
taken place between the towns of Pamphylia and those of Cyprus. ’’ 
It is possible that St. Paul, having already preached the Gospel in 
Cilicia, 6 might wish now to extend it among those districts which 
lay more immediately contiguous, and the population of which was, 
in some respects, similar to that of his native province. 7 He might 
also reflect that the natives of a comparatively unsophisticated 
district might be more likely to receive the message of salvation 
than the inhabitants of those provinces which were more completely 
penetrated with the corrupt civilisation of Greece and Rome. Or 
his thoughts might be turning to those numerous families of Jews, 
whom he well knew to be settled in the great towns beyond Mount 
Taurus, such as Antioch in Pisidia, and Iconium in Lycaonia, with 
the hope that his Master’s cause would be most successfully advanced 


1 Captain Graves. MS. 

* 4 A great ledge of rock lies in the 
entrance to Papho, exending about a 
league; you may sail in either to the 
eastward or westward of it, but the 
eastern passage is the widest and best.’ 
—Purdy, p. 251. The soundings may 
be seen in the Admiralty Chart. 

5 Acts xxvii. 5, fi. 

4 Acts xxviii. 11-18. 


1 And perhaps Paphos more espe¬ 
cially, as the seat of government. At 
present Khalandri (Gulnar), to the 
south-east of Attaleia and Perga, is 
the port from which the Tatars from 
Constantinople,conveying government 
despatches, usually cross to Cyprus. 

6 See pp. 87-891 

7 Strabo states this distinctly'. 
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among those Gentiles who flocked there, as everywhere, t<f tho 
worship of the Synagogue. Or, finally, he may have had a direct 
revelation from on high, and a vision, like that which had already 
appeared to him in the Temple, 1 or like that which he afterwards 
saw on the confines of Europe and Asia, 2 may have directed the 
course of his voyage. Whatever may have been the calculations of 
his own wisdom mid prudence, or whatever supernatural intimations 
may have reached him, he sailed, with his companions Barnabas and 
John, in some vessel, of which the size, the cargo, and the crew, ayj 
unknown to us, past the promontories of Drepanum and Aacamas, 
and then across the waters of the Pampliylian Sea, leaving on tho 
right the cliffs 3 which are the western boundary of Cilicia, to tho 
innermost bend of the bay of Attaleia. 

This bay is a remarkable feature in tho shoro of Asia Minor ; and 
it is not without some important relations with the history of this 
part of the world. It forms a deep indentation in the general coast¬ 
line, and is bordered by si plain, which retreats itself like a bay into 
the mountains. From the shore to the'mountains, across tho widest 
part of the plain, the distance is a journey of eight or nine hours. 
Three principal rivers intersect this level space : tho Catarrhactes, 
which falls over sea-cliffs near Attaleia, in the waterfalls which 
suggested its name; and farther to the east the Oestrus and Eury- 
medon, which flow by Perga and Aspendus, to a low and sandy shore. 
About the banks of these rivers, and on the open waters of the bay, 
whence the eye ranges freely over the ragged mountain summits 
which inclose the scene, armies and fleets had engaged in some of 
those battles of which the results were still felt in the day of St. 
Paul. From tho base of that steep shore on the west, where a rugged 
knot of mountains is piled up into snowy heights above the rocks of 
Phaselis, tho united squadron of tho Homans and Rhodians sailed 
across the bay in the year 100 u.o. ; and it was in rounding that, 
promontory near Side on the east, that they caught sight of t he ships 
of Antiochus, as they came on by the shore with the dreadful Han¬ 
nibal on board. And close to the same spot where the Latin power 
then defeated the Greek king of Syria, another battle had been 
fought at an earlier period, in which the Greeks gave one of their 
last blows to the retreating force of Persia, and tho Athenian Cimon 
gained a victory both by land and sea; thus winning, according to 
the boast of Plutarch, in one day the laurels of Platiea and Salamis. 
On that occasion*a large navy sailed up the river Eurymedon as far 
as Aspendus. Now, the bar at the mouth of the river would make 
this impossible. The same is the case with the river Cestrus, which, 
Strabo says, was navigable in his day, for sixty stadia, or seven miles, 
to the city of Perga. Ptolemy calls this city an inland town of 
Pamphylia; but so he speaks of Tarsus in Cilicia. And we have 
seen that Tarsus, though truly called an inland town, as being some 
distance from the coast, was nevertheless a mercantile harbour. Its 
relation with the Cydnus was similar to»that of Perga with the 

1 Acts xxii. 17-21. 8ce p. 86. and Alaya (the ancient Coracesium), 

* Acts xvl. 9. there arc cliffs of 600 and COO feet 

About C. Anamour (Anemurium, high, 
the southernmost point of Asia Minor), 
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Cesfirus : and the vessel which brought St. Paul to win more glorious 
victories than those of the Greek and Roman battles of the;,Eury- 
medon,—came up the course of the Oestrus to her moorings near the 
Temple of Diana. 

All that Strabo tells us of this city is that the Temple of Diana 
wqp on an eminence at some short distance, and that an annual 
festival was held in honour of the goddess. The chief associations 
of Perga are with the Greek rather than the Roman period: and its 
existing remains are described as being ‘ purely Greek, there being 
fto trtyje of any later inhabitants. ’ 1 Its prosperity was probably 
arreste^ by the building of Attalefe 3 after the death of Alexander, 
in a more favourable situation on the shore of the bay. Attaleia has 
never ceased to be an important town since the day of its foundation 
by Attalus Philadelphus. But when the traveller pitches his tent 
at Perga, he finds only the encampments of shepherds, who pasture 
their cattle amidst the ruins. These ruins are walls and towers, 
columns and cornices, a theatre and a stadium, a broken aqueduct 
encrusted with the calcareous deposit of the Pamphylian streams, 
and tombs scattered on both sides of the site of the town. Nothing 
else remains of Perga but the beauty of its natural situation, ‘ be¬ 
tween and upon the sides of two hills, with an extensive valley in 
front, watered by the river Oestrus, and backed by the mountains 
of the Taurus.’ 3 

The coins of Perga are a lively illustration of its character as a 
city of the Greeks.'* We have no memorial of its condition as a city 
of the Romans ; nor does our narrative require us to delay any 
longer in describing it. The Apostles made no long stay in Perga. 
This seems evident, not only from the words used at this point of 
the history, 5 but from the marked manner in which we are told 
that they did stay, 8 on their return from the interior. One event, 
however, is mentioned as occurring at Perga, which, though noticed 
incidentally and in few words, was attended with painful feelings 
at the time, and involved the most serious consequences. It must 
have occasioned deep sorrow to Paul and Barnabas, and possibly 
even then some mutual estrangement: and afterwards it became 
the cause of their quarrel and separation. 7 Mark ‘ departed from 
them from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work.’ He 
came with them up the Oestrus as far as Perga ; but there he for¬ 
sook them, and, taking advantage of some vessel which was sailing 
towards Palestine, he ‘returned to Jerusalem,’“’which had been 
his home in earlier years. 9 We are not to suppose that this implied 
an absolute rejection of Christianity. A soldier who has wavered 
in one battle may live to obtain a glorious victory. Mark was 

1 Perhaps some modification is re- 5 This will be seen by comparing the 
quisite here. Mr. Falkener noticed that Greek of Acts xiii. 14, with xiv. 24. 
the architectural details of the' theatre Similarly, a rapid journey is implied in 
and stadium are Koman. xvii. 1 . 

* Acts xiv. 25. ® ‘ When they had preached the 

3 This description is quoted or bor- • Word in Perga, they went down,’ &C. 
rowed from Sir C. Fellows’ Asia Minor, —Acts xiv. 26. 

1889, pp. 190-198. 7 Acts xv.'87-39. 

4 One of them, with Diana and the 8 Acta xiii. 13. 

stag, la given in the larger edition. * Acts xii. 12, 26 
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afterwards not unwilling to accompany the Apostles an a second 
missionary journey ; 1 * and actually did accompany Barnabas again 
to Cyprus.* Nor did St. Paul always retain his unfavourable 
judgment of him (Acts xv. 38), but long afterwards, in his Homan 
imprisonment, commended him to the Colossians, as one who was 
‘a fellow-worker unto the Kingdom of God,’ and ‘a comfort’oto 
himself : 3 and in his latest letter, just before his death, ho speaks 
of him again as one ‘ profitable to him for the ministry.’ 4 Yet if 
we consider all the circumstances of his life, we shall not find i$ 
difficult to blame his conduct in Pamphylia, and to see good reasons 
why Paul should afterwards, at' 3 * Antioch, distrust the steadiness of 
his character. The child of a religious mother, who had sheltered 
in her house the Christian Disciples in a fierce persecution, he had 
joined himself to Barnabas and Saul, when they travelled from 
Jerusalem to Antioch, on their return from a mission of charity. 
He had been a close spectator of the wonderful power of the 
religion of Christ,—he had seen the strength of faith under trial in 
his mother’s home,—he had attended’ his kinsman Barnabas in his 
labours of zeal and love,—he had seen the word of Paul sanctioned 
and fulfilled by miracles,—he had oven been the ‘ minister’ of 
Apostles in their successful enterprise and now ho forsook them, 
when they were about to proceed through greater difficulties to 
more glorious success. Wo are not left in doubt as to the real cha¬ 
racter of his departure. He was drawn from the work of God by 
the attraction of an earthly homo.® As he looked up from Perga to 
the Gentile mountains, his heart failed him, and ho turned back 
with desire towards Jerusalem. Ho could not resolve to continue 
persevering, 1 in joumeyings often, in perils of rivers, in perils of 
robbers.’ 7 


‘Perils of rivers’ and ‘perils of robbers’—these words express 
the very dangers which St. Paul would be most likely to encounter 
on his journey from Perga in Pamphylia to Antioch in Pisidia. The 
lawless and marauding habits of the population of those mountains 
which separate the table-land in the interior of Asia Minor from 
the plains on the south coast, were notorious in all parts of ancient 
history. Strabo uses the same strong language both of the Isau- 
rians 8 who separated Cappadocia from Cilicia, and of their neigh¬ 
bours the Pisidians, whose native fortresses were the barrier 
between Phrygia and Pamphylia. We have the same character of 
the latter of these robber-tribes in Xenophon, who is the first to 
mention them ; and in Zosimus, who relieves the history of the 
later empire by telling us of the adventures of a robber-chief, who 
defied the Romans, and died a desperate death in these mountains.® 


1 Acts xv. 37. 

* Acts xv. 39. 

3 Col. iv. 10. 

* Or rather, ‘profitable to minister’ 

to him. 2 Tim. iv. 11. 

1 See Acts xiii. 5. 

* Matthew Henry pithily remarks: 

‘ Either he did not like the work, or 
he wanted to go and see his mother.’ 


7 2 Cor. xi. 28. 

8 See pi 17. 

9 The beautiful story of St. John and 
the robber, (Euseb. Keel. Hitt. iii. 23) 
will naturally occur to the reader. See 
also the frequent mention of Isaurian 
robbers in the latter part of the life of 
Chrysostom, prefixed to the Benedictine 
edition of his works. 
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Alexander the Great, when he heard that Memnon’s fleet was 
in the iEgean, and marched from Perga to rejoin Parmetiio in 
Phrygia, found some of the worst difficulties of his whole campaign 
in penetrating through this district. The scene of one of the 
roughest campaigns connected with the wars of Antioclius the 
Great was among the hill-forts near the upper waters of the Oestrus 
and Euryftiedon. No population through the midst of which St. 
Paul ever travelled, abounded mdre in those ‘perils of robbers,’ 
Qf which he himself speaks, than the wild and lawless clans of the 
Pisidian Highlanders. 

And <if on this journey he wa# exposed to dangers from the 
attacks of men, there might be other dangers, not less imminent, 
arising from the natural character of the country itself. To tra¬ 
vellers in the East there is a reality in ‘perils of rivers,’ which we 
in England are hardly able to understand. Unfamiliar with the 
sudden flooding of thirsty water-courses, we seldom comprehend 
the full force of some of the most striking images in the Old and 
New Testaments. 1 The rivers of Asia Minor, like all the rivers in 
the Levant, are liable to violent and sudden changes. 2 And no 
district in Asia Minor is more singularly characterised by its ‘ water 
floods’ than the mountainous tract of Pisidia, where rivers burst 
out at the bases of huge cliffs, or dash down wildly through narrow 
ravines. The very notice of the bridges in Strabo, when he tells 
us how the Oestrus and Eurymcdon tumble down from the heights 
and precipices of Selge to tho Pamphylian Sea, is more expressive 
than any elaborate description. We cannot determine the position 
of any bridges which the Apostle may have crossed ; but his course 
was never far from the channels of these two river's : and it is an 
interesting fact, that his name is still traditionally connected with 
one of them, as we learn from the information recently given to an 
English traveller by the Archbishop of Pisidia. 3 

Such considerations respecting the physical peculiarities of the 
country now traversed by St. Paul, naturally lead us into various 
trains of thought concerning tho scenery, the climate, and the 
seasons. 4 And there are certain probabilities in relation to the 
time of the year when tho Apostle may be supposed to have jour¬ 
neyed this way, which may well excuse some remarks on these 


1 Thus the true meaning of 2 Cor. 
xi. 26 is lost in the English transla¬ 
tion. Similarly, in the Sermon on the 
Mount (Matt. vii. 25, 27), the word 
for ‘ rivers,’ is translated ‘ floods,’ and 
tho image confused. See Ps. xxxii. 6. 

* The crossing of the Hairs by 
Croesus, as told by Herodotus, is an 
illustration of the difficulties presented 
by the larger rivers of Asia Minor. 

3 ‘ About two hours and ^ half from 

Isbarta, towards the south-east is the 
village of Sav, where is the source of a 
river called the Sav-Sou. Five hours 
and a half beyond, anil still towards 
the south-east, is the village of Paoli 


(St. Paul ); and here the river, which 
had continued its course so far, is lost 
in the mountains, &e.’ — Arundell’s 
Asia Minor , vol. ii. p. 31. The river 
is probably the Eurymedon. 

* The descriptive passages which 
follow are chiefly borrowed from ‘Asia 
Minor, 1839,’ and •/ iycia, 1841,’ by 
Sir C. Fellows, and * Travels in l.t/cia, 
1847,’ by Lieutenant Spratr, R.N. and 
Professor E. Forbes. The writer desires 
also to acknowledge his obligations to 
various travellers, especially to the 
lamented Professor Forbes, also to Mr. 
Falkener, and Dr. Wolff. 
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subjects. And this is all the more allowable, because we are abso¬ 
lutely Without any data for determining the year in which this first 
missionary expedition was undertaken. All that we can assert 
with confidence is that it must have taken place somewhere in the 
interval between the years 45 and 50. 1 But tliis makes us all the 
more desirous to determine, by any reasonable conjectures, the 
movements of the Apostle in reference to a better chronology than 
that which reckons by successive years, —the chronology which fur¬ 
nishes us with the real imagery round his path,—the chronology o& 
the seasons. 

Now we may well suppose that he might sail from Seleucia to 
Salamis at the beginning of spring. In that age and in those 
water's, the commencement of a voyage was usually determined by 
the advance "of the season. The sea was technically said to be 
‘ open ’ in the month of March. If St. Paul began his journey in 
that month, the lapse of two months might easily bring him to 
Perga, and allow sufticieftt time for all that we are told of his pro' 
ceedings at Salamis .and Paphos. If we suppose him to have been 
at Perga in May, this would have been exactly the most natural 
time for a journey to the mountains. Earlier in the spring, the 
passes would have been filled with anew.* I 11 the heat of summer 
the weather would have been less favourable for the journey. In 
the autumn the disadvantages would have been still greater, from 
the approaching difficulties of winter. But again, if St. Paul was 
at Perga in May, a further reason may be given why he did not 
stay there, but seized all the advantages of the season for prose¬ 
cuting his journey to the interior. The habits of a people are 
alway determined or modified by the physical peculiarities of their 
country ; and a custom prevails among the inhabitants of this part 
of Asia Minor, which there is every reason to believe has been 
unbroken for centuries. At the beginning of the hot season they 
move up from the plains to the cool basin-like hollows on the 
mountains. These yailahs or summer retreats are always spoken 
of with pride and satisfaction, and the time of the journey antici¬ 
pated with eager delight. When the time arrives, the people may 
be seen ascending to the upper grounds, men, women, and children, 
with flocks and herds, camels and asses, like the patriarchs of old.® 
If then St. Paul was at Peiga in May, he would find the inlia- 

1 See the Chronological Table in the valley of the Xanthus {May 10), Sir C. 
Appendix. Fellows says (hat an almost uninter- 

* ‘ March 4.—The passes to the ruptcil train of cattle and people (nearly 
Yailahs from the upper part of the twenty families) passed bv. ‘ What a 
valley being still shut up bv snow, we picture would Landseer make of such 
have no alternative but to prosecute a pilgrimage ! The snowy tops of the 
eur researches amongst the low country mountains were seen through the lofty 
and valleys which border the coast.’— and dark-green lir-trecs, terminating 
Sp. and F. i. p. 48. The valley re- in abrupt clilfs. . . . From clefts in 
ferred to is that of the Xaiithus, in these gushed out cascades . . . and 
Lycia. the waterd* were carried away liy the 

3 ‘ April 30. — We passed many wind in spray over the green woods, 
families en route from Adalia to the ... In a zigzag course up the wood 
mountain plains for the summer.’—Sp. lay the track leading to the cool places 
and F. i. p. 242. Again, p. 248 {May In advance ol the pastoral groups wer* 
8 ). See p. 64. During a halt in the the strangling goats, browsing on the 
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bitants deserting its hot and silent streets. They would be moving 
in the direction of his own intended journey. He would be°under 
ne temptation to stay. And if we imagine him as joining 1 some 
such company of Pamphylian families on his way to the Pisidian 
mountains, it gives much interest and animation to the thought of 
this part of his progress. 

Perhaps it was in such company that the Apostle entered the first 
passes of the mountainous district, along some road formed partly by 
artificial pavement, and partly by the native marble, with high cliffs 
frowning on either hand, with tombs and inscriptions, even then 
ancient? on the projecting rocks around, and with copious fountains 
bursting out ‘ among thickets of pomegranates and oleanders.’ 2 
The oleander, ‘ the favourite flower of the Levantine midsummer,’ 
abounds in the lower watercourses; and in the month of May it 
borders all the banks with a line of brilliant crimson. 3 As the path 
ascends, the rocks begin to assume the wilder grandeur of mountains, 
the richer fruit-trees begin to disappear, and the pine and walnut 
succeed ; though the plane-tree still stretches its wide leaves over 
the stream which dashes wildly down the ravine, crossing and re¬ 
crossing the dangerous road. The alteration of climate which 
attends on the traveller’s progress is soon perceptible. A few hours 
will make the difference of weeks or even months. When the corn 
is in the ear on the lowlands, ploughing and sowing are hardly well 
begun upon the highlands. Spring flowers may be seen in the 
mountains by the very edge of the snow, ‘ when the anemone is 


fresh blossoms of the wild almond as 
they passed In more steady courses 
followed the small black cattle . . . 
then came the flocks of sheep, and the 
camels . . . bearing piled loads of 
ploughs, tent-poles, kettles . . . and 
amidst this rustic load was always seen 
the rich Turkey carpet and damask 
cushions, the pride even of the tented 
Turk .’—Lycitiy pp. 238, 230. 

1 It has always been customary for 
travellers in Asia Minor, as in the 
patriarchal East, to join caravans, if 
possible. 

2 In ascending from Limyra, a small 
plain on the coast not far from Phasclis, 
Spratt and Forbes mention 1 a rock- 
tablet with a long Greek inscription 
... by the side of an ancient paved 
road, at a spot where numerous and 
copious springs gush out among 
thickets of pomegranates and ole¬ 
anders.’ ( 1 . p. 160.) Fellows, in 
coming to Attaleia from the north, 
* suddenly entered a pass between the 
mountains, which diminished in width 
until cliffs almost perpendicular inclosed 
us on either side. The descent became 
so abrupt that we were compelled to 
dismount and walk for two hours, 
during which time we continued rapidly 


descending an ancient paved road, 
formed principally of the native marble 
rock, but which had been perfected 
with large stones at a very remote age ; 
the deep ruts of chariot wheels were 
apparent in many places. The road is 
much worn b\ time ; and the people 
of a later age, diverging from the track, 
have formed a road with stones very 
inferior both in size and arrangement. 
About half an hour before I reached 
the plain ... a view burst upon me 
through the cliffs ... I looked down 
from the rocky steps of the throne of 
winter upon the rich and verdant plain 
of summer, with the blue sea in the 
distance . . . Nor’® was the foreground 
without its interest; on each projecting 
rock stood an ancient sarcophagus, and 
the trees half concealed the lids and 
broken sculptures of innumerable tombs.’ 
— A. M. pp. 174, 175. This may very 
probably have been the pass and road 
bv which St. Paul ascended. 

3 See the excellent chapter on the 
‘Botany of Lycia* in Spratt and 
Forbes, vol. 11 . ch. xiii. 

4 ‘ May 9.—Ascending through a 
winterly climate, with snow by the side 
of our path, anti only the crocus and 
anemones in bloom » . . we beheld a 
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withered in the plain, and the pink veins in the white asphodel 
flow«r are shrivelled by the heat. When the cottages are olosed and 
the grass is parched, and everything is silent below in the purple 
haze and stillness of midsummer, clouds are seen drifting among the 
Pisidian precipices, and the cavern is often a welcome shelter from a 
cold and penetrating wind. 1 The upper part of this district is a*wild 
region of cliffs, often isolated and bare, and separated from each other 
by valleys of sand, which the 'storm drives with blinding violence 
among the shivered points. The trees become fewer and smallertat 
every step. Three belts of vegetation are successively passed through 
in ascending from the coast: first the oak woods, then the forests of 
pine, and lastly the dark scattered patches of the cedar-juniper: and 
then we reach the treeless plains of the interior, which stretch in 
dreary extension to the north and the east. 

After such a journey as this, separating, we know not where, 
from the companions they may have joined, and often thinking of 
that Christian companion who had # withdrawn himself from their 
society when they needed him most, Paul and Barnabas emerged 
from the rugged mountain passes, and came upon the central table¬ 
land of Asia Minor. The whole interior region of the peninsula 
may bo correctly described by this term; for, though intersected in 
various directions by mountain-ranges, it is, on the whole, a vast 
plateau, elevated higher than the summit of Ben Nevis above the 
level of the sea. 2 This is its general character, though a long 
journey across the district brings the traveller through many va¬ 
rieties of scenery. Sometimes ho moves for hours along the dreary 
margin of an inland sea of salt, 3 —sometimes ho rests in a cheerful 
hospitable town by the shore of a freshwater lake. 4 In some places 
the ground is burnt and volcanic, in others green and fruitful. 
Sometimes it is depressed into watery hollows, whore wild swans 
visit the pools, and storks are seen fishing and feeding among the 


new series of cultivated plains to the 
west, being in fact table-lands, nearly 
upon a level with the tops of the 
mountains which form the eastern 
boundary of the valley of the Xauthu-s 
. . . Descending to the plain, pro¬ 
bably 1,000 feet, we pitched our tent, 
after a ride of 74 hours. . . . Upon 
boiling the thermometer, 1 found that 
we were more than 4,000 feet above 
the sea, and, cutting down some dead 
trees, we provided against the coming 
cold of the evening by lighting three 
large tires around our encampment.’ 
—Fell. Lycia, p. 234. This was in de¬ 
scending from Almalee, in the great 
Lycian yailah, to the south-east of 
Cibyra. 

1 For further illustrations of the 
change of season caused by difference 
of elevation, see Sp. and F. 1 . p. 242. 
Again, p. 293, * Every step led us from 
spring into summer ; ’ and the follow¬ 


ing pages. See also Fellows : ‘ Two 
months since at Syria the corn was 
beginning to show the ear, whilst here 
they have onlv in a few places now 
begun to plough and sow.’— A. M. 158. 
• The corn, which we had the day before 
seen changing colour for the harvest, 
was here not an inch above the ground, 
and tlie buds of the bushes were not yet 
bursting.’— Lycia, p. 22(5. 

* The yailah of Adalia is 3,500 feet 
above the sea : Sp. and F. I. p. 244. 
The vast plain, ‘ at least fifty miles 
long and twenty wide,’ south of Kiu- 
tayah in I’hrvgia, is about 6,000 feet 
above tfle sea. Fell. A. M. p. 155. 
This may be overstated, but the plain 
of Krzero^m is quite as much. 

3 We shall have occasion to mention 
the salt lakes hereafter. 

4 The two lakes of Buldur and Eyer- 
dir arc mentioned below. Both are de¬ 
scribed as very beautiful. 


T. 
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weeds: 1 more frequently it is spread out into broad open downs, 
like Salisbury Plain, which afford an interminable pasture for flocks 
of sheep.' 2 To the north of Pamphylia, the elevated plain stretches 
through Phrygia for a hundred miles from Mount Taurus to Mount 
Olympus. 3 The southern portion of these bleak uplands was crossed 
by St. Paul’s track, immediately before his arrival at Antioch in 
Pisidia. The features of human life which he had around him are 
probably almost as unaltered as the scenery of the country,—dreary 
villages with flat-roofed huts and cattle-sheds in the day, and at 
night aft encampment of tents of goats’ hair,—tents of cilicium (see 
p. 40),—a blazing fire in the midst,—horses fastened around,— 
and in the distance the moon shining on the snowy summits of 
Taurus. 4 

The Sultan. Tareek, or Turkish Royal Road from <Adalia to 
Kiutayah and Constantinople, passes nearly due north by the 
beautiful lake of Buldur. 5 The direction of Antioch in Pisidia 
bears more to the east. After passing somewhere near Selge and 
Sagalassus, St. Paul approached by the margin of the much larger, 
though perhaps not less beautiful, lake of Eyerdir. 3 The position 
of the city is not far from the northern shore of this lake, at the 
base of a mountain-rango which stretches through Phrygia in a 
south-easterly direction. It is, however, not many years since this 
statement could be confidently made. Strabo, indeed, describes its 
position with remarkable clearness and precision. His words are as 
follows:—-‘In the district of Phrygia called Paroroia, there is a 
certain mountain-ridge, stretching from east to west. On each side 
there is a large plain below this ridge: and it has two cities in its 
neighbourhood; Philomelium on the north, and on the other side 
Antioch, called Antioch near Pisidia. The former lies entirely in 
tho plain, the latter (which has a Roman colony) is on a height.’ 
With this description before him, and taking into account certain 
indications of distance furnished by ancient authorities, Colonel 
Leake, who has perhaps done more for the elucidation of Classical 
Topography than any other man, felt that Ak-Sher, the position 
assigned to Antioch by D’Anville and other geographers, could not 
be the true place : Ak-Sher is on the north of the ridge, and the 
position could not be made to harmonise with the Tables. 7 But he 
was not in possession of any information which could lead him to 


1 * March 27 (near Kiutayah ').—I 
counted 180 storks fishing or feeding in 
one small swampy place not an acre in 
extent. The land here is used princi¬ 
pally for breeding and grazing cattle, 
which are to be seen in herds of many 
hundreds.’—Fell. Asia Minor, p. 1,55. 
1 May 8.—The shrubs are thp rose, the 
barbary, and wild almond; but all are 
at present fully six weeks iater than 
those in the country wo have lately 
passed. I observed on the lake many 
stately wild swans (near Almalec, 8,000 
feet shove the sea).’—Fell. I.ycia, p. 228. 

* We shall have occasion to return 


presently to this character of much of 
the interior of Asia Minor when we 
come to the mention of Lycaonia (Acts 
xiv. 0). 

3 Fellows’ Asia Minor , p. 155, &c. 

4 See Fellows’ Asm Minor, p. 177, 
and especially the mention of the goats’ 
hair tents. 

5 See above, p. 133, n. 4. 

6 See the descriptions in Arundel’s 
Asia Minor, ch. xiii., and especially 
ch. xv. 

7 See Leake’s Asia Minor, p. 41. 
The Bame difficulties were perceived by 
Mannert. 
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the true position ; and the problem remained unsolved till Mr. 
Arur^dell started from Smyrna, in 1833, with the deliberate purpose 
of discovering the scene of St. Paul’s labours. He successfully 
proved that Ak-Sher is Philomelium, and that Antioch is at Ya- 
lobatch, on the other side of the ridge. The narrative of his suc¬ 
cessful journey is very interesting: and every Christian ough$ to 
sympathise in the pleasure with which, knowing that Antioch was 
seventy miles from Apamea, and forty-live miles from Apollonia, he 
first succeeded in identifying Apollonia; and then, exactly at the 
right distance, perceived, in the tombs near a fountain, %nd tile 
vestiges of an ancient road, smre indications of his approach to a 
ruined city ; and then saw, across the plain, the remains of an 
aqueduct at the base of the mountain; and, finally, arrived at 
Jalobatcli, .ascended to the elevation described by Strabo, and felt, 
as he looked on the superb ruins around, that he was ‘really on the 
spot consecrated by the labours and persecution of the Apostles Paul 
and Barnabas. ’ 1 , 

The position of the Pisidian Antioch being thus determined by 
the convergence of ancient authority and modern research, we per¬ 
ceive that it lay on an important line of communication, westward 
by Apamea with the valley of the Mieander, and eastward by 
Iconium with the country behind the Taurus. In this general 
direction, between Smyrna and Ephesus on the one hand, and the 
Cilician Gates which lead down to Tarsus on the other, conquering 
armies and trading caravans, Persian satraps, Homan proconsuls, 
and Turkish pachas, have travelled for centuries.* The Pisidian 
Antioch was situated about halfway between these extreme points. 
It was built (as we have seen in an earlier chapter, IV. p. 101) by 
the founder of the Syrian Antioch : and in the age of the Greek 
kings of the line of Seleucus it was a town of considerable import¬ 
ance. But its appearance had been modified, since the campaigns 
of Scipio and Manlius, and the defeat of Mithridates, 3 by the intro¬ 
duction of Roman usages, and the Roman style of building. This 
was true to a certain extent, of all the larger towns of Asia 
Minor : but this change had probably taken place in tho Pisidian 
Antioch more than in many cities of greater importance ; for, like 
Philippi, 4 it was a Roman Colonia. Without delaying, at present, 
to explain the full meaning of this term, we may say that tho 
character impressed on any town in the Empire which had been 
made subject ttf military colonisation was particularly Roman, and 
that all such towns were bound by a tie of peculiar closeness to the 
Mother City. The insignia of Roman power were displayed more 

1 See Arundell’s Asia Minor, ch. xii. mililary roads as indicated in Kiepert’s 
xiii. xiv., and the view as given in our Ifellas, to Xenophon’s Anabasis, to 
quarto edition. There is also a view in Alexander’s campaign and Cicero's 
Laborde. The opinion of Mr. Arundell progress, to the invasion of Tamerlane, 
is fully confirmed by Mr. Hamilton, and the movements of the Turkish and 
Researches in Asia Minor, vol. I. ch. Kfiyptian armies in 1832 and 1833. 
xxvii. The aqueduct conveyed water ® See Jf. 11. 

to the town from the Sultan Dagh 4 Acts xvi. 12. The constitution of 
(Strabo’s‘mountain ridge’). a Colonia will be explained when we 

* In illustration of this we may come to this passage, 
refer to the caravan routes and Persian 
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conspicuously than in other towns in the same province. In the 
provinces where Greek was spoken, while other towns had £treek 
letters on their coins, the money of the colonies was distinguished 
by Latin superscriptions. Antioch must have had some eminence 
among the eastern colonies, for it was founded by Augustus, and 
called Caesarea. 1 Such coins as that represented at the end of this 
chapter were in circulation here, though not at Perga or Iconium, 
when St. Paul visited these cities : tand more than at any other city 
visited on this journey, he would hear Latin spoken side by side 
vTlth tlje Greek and the ruder Pisidian dialect.* 

Along^with this population of Greeks, Romans, and native Pisi- 
dians, a greater or smaller number of Jews was intermixed. They 
may not have been a very numerous body, for only one synagogue 3 
is mentioned in the narrative. But it is evident, from, the events 
recorded, that they were an influential body, that they had made 
many proselytes, and that they had obtained some considerable 
dominion (as in the parallel cases of Damascus recorded by Jo¬ 
sephus, 4 and Beroea and Thessalonica in the Acts of the Apostles 5 ) 
over the minds of the Gentile women. 

On the Sabbath days the Jews and the proselytes met in the 
synagogue. It is evident that at this time full liberty of public 
worship was permitted to the Jewish people in all parts of the 
Roman Empire, whatever limitations might have been enacted by 
law or compelled by local opposition, as relates to the form and 
situation of the synagogues. We infer from Epiphanius that the 
Jewish places of worship were often erected in open and con¬ 
spicuous positions. 6 This natural wish may frequently have been 
checked by the influence of the Heathen priests, who would not 
willingly see the votaries of an ancient idolatry forsaking the 
temple for the synagogue : and feelings of the same kind may pro¬ 
bably have hindered the Jews, even if they had the ability or 
desire, from erecting religious edifices of any remarkable grandeur 
and solidity. No ruins of the synagogues of imperial times have 
remained to us, like those of the temples in every province, from 
which we are able to convince ourselves of the very form and size 
of the sanctuaries of Jupiter, Apollo, and Diana. There is little 
doubt that the sacred edifices of the Jews have been modified by 
the architecture of the remote countries through which they have 

1 We should learn this from the of the ‘speech of‘Lycaonia.’ Acts 
inscription on the coins, COL. CASS. xiv. 11. 

ANTIOCHIA5, if we did not learn it 3 Sec remarks on Salamis, p. 114. 
from Strabo and Pliny. Mr. Hamilton 4 The people of Damascus were 
found an inscription at Yalobatcli, obliged to use caution in their scheme 
with the letters ANTIOCH EAE of assassinating the Jews;—‘through 
CAESAEE. Another coin of this fear of their women, all of whom, ex¬ 
colony, exhibiting the wolf with cept a few, were attached to the 
Romulus and Remus, is engraved in Jewish worshippers.’— War, ii. 20, 2. 
this volume. Others exhibit two oxen, 6 Acts xvii. 4, 12. 
which illustrate the Roman'mode of ® He is speaking of the synagogue 
marking out by a plough the colonial at' Nablous. Such buildings were fre- 
limits. quently placed by the waterside for the 

1 We Bhall have to return to this sake of ablution. Compare Acts xvi. 
subject of language again, in speaking 13, with Joseph, Ant. xiv. 10,28. 
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been dispersed, and the successive centuries through which they have 
continued a separated people. Under the Roman Empire it iB 
natural to suppose that they must have varied, according to circum¬ 
stances, through all gradations of magnitude and decoration, from 
the simple proseuclux at Philippi 1 * to the magnificent prayer-hojises 
at Alexandria.* Yet there are certain traditional pecuhanties 
which have doubtless united .together by a common resemblance 
the Jewish synagogues of all ages and countries. 3 The arrange¬ 
ment for the women’s places in a separate gallery, or beliincF a 
partition of lattice-work,—the desk in the centre, where the Reader, 
like Ezra in ancient days, from his ‘ pulpit of wood,’ may “'open the 
Book in the sight of all the people . . . and read in the Book the 
Law of God distinctly, and give the senso, and cause them to under¬ 
stand the ’reading,’ *—the carefully closed Ark on the side of the 
building nearest to Jerusalem, for the preservation of the rolls or 
manuscripts of the Law,—the seats all round the building, whence 
‘the eyes of all them that are in the synagogue ’ may ‘be fastened ’ 
on him who speaks, 3 * 6 —the ‘ chief seats ,’ u which were appropriated 
to the ‘ ruler ’ or ‘ rulers ’ of the synagogue, according as its organi¬ 
sation might be more or less complete, 7 and which were so dear to 
the hearts of those who professed to be peculiarly learned or pecu¬ 
liarly devout,—those are some of the features of a synagogue, 
which agree at once with the notices of Scripture, the descriptions 
in the Talmud, and the practice of modern Judaism. 

The meeting of the congregations in the ancient synagogues may 
be easily realised, if duo allowance be made for the change of cos¬ 
tume, by those who have seen the Jews at their worsliiji in the 
large towns of Modem Europe. On their entrance into the build¬ 
ing, the four-cornered Tallith 8 * was first placed like a veil over the 
head, or like a scarf over the shoulders.' 1 The prayors were then 
recited by an officer called the ‘ Angel,’ or ‘ Apostle,’ of the as¬ 
sembly. 10 These prayers were doubtless many of them identically 


1 Acts xvi. 13. The question of the 
identity or difference of the prosencha 
and synagogue will he considered here¬ 
after. Probably the former is a gene¬ 
ral term. 

* Mentioned by Philo. 

* Besides the wmrks referred to in 
the notes to Chap. II., Allen’s Modern 
Judaism and Bernard’s Synagogue and 
Church may be consulted with ad¬ 
vantage on subjects connected with the 
synagogue. 

4 Nehem. viii. 4-8. 

* See Luke iv. 20. 

6 These chief seats (Matt, xxiii. 6) 
seemed to have faced the rest of the 
congregation. See Jam. ii. 3. 

7 With Luke xiii. 14, Acts xviii. 8, 

17, compare Luke vii. 3, Mark v. 22, 

and Acts xiii. 15. Some are of opi¬ 

nion that the smaller synagogues had 
one ‘ruler,’ the larger many. It is 


more probable that the ‘ chief ruler ’ 
with the ‘ ciders ’ formed a congrega¬ 
tional council, like the kirk-session in 
Scotland. 

* The use of the Tallith is said to 
have arisen from the Mosaic command¬ 
ment directing that fringes should be 
worn on the four comers of the gar¬ 
ment. 

9 When we read I Cor. xi. 4, 7, we 
must feel some doubt concerning the 
wearing of the Tallith on the head 
during worship at that period. De 
Wette s#ya that ‘it is certain that in 
the Apostolic age the Jews did not 
veil their heads during their exhorta¬ 
tions in *e synagogues.’ It is quite 
possible that tne Tallith, though gene¬ 
rally worn in the congregation, might 
be removed by anyone who rose to 
speak or who prayed aloud. 

19 Vitringa, who compares Rev. ii. 1. 
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the same with those which are found in the present service-boo^s of 
the German and Spanish Jews, though their liturgies, in the course 
of ages, have undergone successive developments, the steps of 
which are not easily ascertained. It seems that the prayers were 
sometimes read in the vernacular language of the country where 
the synagogue was built; but the Law was always read in Hebrew. 
The sacred roll 1 * 3 of manuscript waa handed from the Ark to the 
Header by the Cliazan, or ‘ Minister ; ’ * and then certain portions 
w8re rtjad according to a fixed cycle, first from the Law and then 
from the Prophets. It is impossible, to determine the period when 
the sections from these two divisions of the Old Testament were 
arranged as in use at present; :l but the same necessity for transla¬ 
tion and explanation existed then as now. The Hebrew and Eng¬ 
lish are now printed in parallel columns. Then, the reatling of the 
Hebrew was elucidated by the Targum or the Septuagint, or fol¬ 
lowed by a paraphrase in the spoken language of tlio country. 4 The 
Reader stood 5 * while thus employed, and ail the congregation sat 
around. The manuscript was rolled up and returned to the Cliazan. ,J 
Then followed a pause, during which strangers or learned men, who 
had ‘ any word of consolation ’ or exhortation, rose and addressed 
the meeting. And thus, after a pathetic enumeration of the suffer¬ 
ings of the chosen people 7 or an allegorical exposition s of some 
dark passage of Holy Writ, the worship was closed with a benedic¬ 
tion and a solemn ‘ Amen.’ 0 

To such a worship in such a building a congregation came together 
at Antioch in Pisidia, on the Sabbath which immediately succeeded 
the arrival of Paul and Barnabas. Proselytes came and seated them¬ 
selves with the Jews : and among the Jewesses behind the lattice 
were ‘ honourable women ’ 10 of the colony. The two strangers en¬ 
tered the synagogue, and, wearing the Tallith, which was the badge 
of an Israelite, 11 ‘sat down’ 17 with the rest. The prayers were 
recited, the extracts from ‘ the Law and the Prophets ’ were read ; 13 
the ‘ Book’ returned to the ‘ Minister,’ 14 and then we are told that 
‘ the rulers of the synagoguo ’ sent to the new comers, on whom 


I The words in Luke iv 17, 20, im¬ 
ply the acts of rolling and unrolling. 
Sec 1 Mace. iii. 48. 

II Luke iv. 17, 20. 

3 A full account both of the Parit- 
schioth or Sections of the Law, and the 
ITaplitaroth or Sections of the Pro¬ 
phets, as used both by the Portuguese 
and German Jews, may be seen in 
Horne’s Introduction , vol. iii. pp. 254- 
258. 

4 See p. 29. In Palestine the Syro- 
Chaldaic language would be 6sed; in 
the Dispersion, usually the Greek. 
Lightfoot seems to think ,that the 
Pisidlan language was used lieic. 
Strabo speaks of a dialect as peculiar 
to this district. 

5 Acts xiii. 10. On the other hand, 

Our Lord was seated during solemn 

teaching, Luke iv. 20. 


6 See Luke iv. 20. 

7 The sermon in the synagogue in 
‘ Ilelon’s Pilgrimage’ is conceived in 
the true Jewish feeling. Compare the 
address of St. Stephen. 

8 We see how an inspired Apostle 
uses allegory. Gal. iv. 21-31. 

9 See Neh. viii. 6 ; 1 Cor. xiv. 16. 

10 Acts xiii. 50. 

11 ‘As I entered the synagogue [at 
Blidali in Algeria], they offered me a 

Tallith, saying in French, “ Etes-vous 
Israelite ? ” I could not wear the Tal¬ 
lith, but I opened my English Bible 
and sat down, thinking of Paul and 
Barnabas at Antioch in Pisidia.’— Ex¬ 
tract from a Private Journal. 

12 Acts xiii. 14. 

13 Acts xiii. 15. 

14 Luke iv. 20. 
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many eyes had already been fixed, and invited them to address the 
assembly, if they had words of comfort or instruction to speak to 
their fellow Israelites. 1 The very attitude of St. Paul, as he 
answered the invitation, is described to us. He ‘ rose ’ from his 
seat, and with the animated and emphatic gesture which he used on 
other occasions, 5 ‘ beckoned with his hand.’ 3 m 

After thus graphically bringing the scene before our eyes, St. 
Luke gives us, if not the whole speech delivered by St. Paul, yet at 
least the substance of what he said. For into however short a space 
he may have condensed the speeches which he reports, yd it is*no 
mere outline, no dry analysis of them which he gives. He has 
evidently preserved, if not all the words, yet the very words uttered 
by the Apostle ; nor can we fail to recognise in all these speeches a 
tone of thought, and oven of expression, which stamps them with the 
individuality of the speaker. 

On the present occasion we find St. Paul beginning his address by 
connecting the Messiah whom he preached, with the preparatory 
dispensation which ushered in His advent. He dwells upon the 
previous history of the Jewish people, for the same reasons which 
had led St. Stephen to do the like in his defence before the Sanhe¬ 
drin. He endeavours to conciliate the minds of his Jewish audience 
by proving to them that the Messiah whom he proclaimed, was the 
same whereto their own prophets hare witness ; come, not to destroy 
the Law, but to fulfil; and that His advent had been duly heralded 
by His predicted messenger. He then proceeds to remove the pre¬ 
judice which the rejection of Jesus by the authorities at Jerusalem 
(the metropolis of their faith) would naturally raise in the minds 
of the Pisidian Jews against his divine mission. He shows that 
Christ’s death and resurrection had accomplished the ancient pro¬ 
phecies, and declares this to be the ‘Clad Tidings’ which the 
Apostles were charged to proclaim. Thus far the speech contains 
nothing which could offend the exclusive spirit of Jewish nationality. 
On the contrary, St. Paul has endeavoured to carry his hearers with 
him by the topics on which he lias dwelt ; the Saviour whom he 
declares is ‘ a Saviour unto Israel; ’ the Messiah whom ho an¬ 
nounces is the fulfiller of the Law and the Prophets. But having 
thus conciliated their feelings, and won their favourable attention, 
he proceeds in a bolder tone, to declare the Catholicity of Christ’s 
salvation, and the antithesis between the dospel and the Law. His 
concluding words, as Rt. Luke relates them, might, stand as a sum¬ 
mary representing in outline tno early chapters of the Epistle to the 
Romans ; and therefore, conversely, those chapters wdll enable us 
to realise the manner in which St. Paul would have expanded the 
heads of argument which his disciple here records. The speech ends 
with a warning against that bigoted rejection of Christ’s doctrine, 
which this latter portion of the address*was so likely to call forth. 

The following were the words (so far as they have been preserved 
to us) spoken by St. Paul on this memomble occasion :— 

1 Acts xiii. 15. The word is the * Acts xxvi. 1, xxi. 40. See xx. 34 

same as that which is used in the de- 3 Acts xiii. 10. 

•criptive title of Barnabas, p. 97. 
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Addreaf t J 
Jew« and 
Proselyte*. 


God’s choice 
of Israel to be 
Ills people, 
and of David 
to be tfle pro¬ 
genitor or the 
Messiah. 


John the 
Baptist was 
His predicted 
forerunner. 
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‘ Men of Israel, and ye, proselytes of the Gen¬ 
tiles, "who worship the God of Abraham, give 
audience. 

* The God of this people [srael chose our fathers, 
and raised up His people, when they dwelt- as 
strangers in the land of Egypt; and with an high 
arm brought He them .out therefrom. And about |g 
the time of forty years, even as a nurse beareth 
her child, so bare He them 1 through the wilderness. 
,And He destroyed sev6n nations in the land of 19 
Canaan, and gave their land as a portion unto His 
people. And after that He gave unto them Judges 20 
about the space 2 of four hundred and fifty years, 
until Samuel the Prophet; then desired they a king, 
and He gave unto them Saul, the son of Cis, a man 21 
of the tribe of Benjamin, 3 to rule them for forty 
years. And when Ho had removed Saul, He raised 22 
up unto them David to be their king ; to whom 
also He gave testimony, and said : k Ijahc fmmtl 
EOabth, tlje dan of Jessie, n man after mj) ohm Ijeart, 
to hub fibril fulfil alt mil totlM Of this man’s seed 23 
hath God, according to His promise, raised unto 
Israel a Saviour Jesus. 

‘And John was the messenger tobo toent before i4 
©tS face 4 to prepare 11} i^ toaij before 11}tm, and he" 
preached the baptism of repentance to all the 
people of Israel. And as John fulfilled his course® 
his saying was, “ Whom think ye that I am ? 125 

am not He. But behold there corneth one after 
me whose shoes’ latchet I am not worthy to 
loose.” 7 


1 The beauty of thin metaphor has 
been lost to the Authorised Version on 
account of the reading adopted in the 
Received Text. There is an evident, 
allusion to Deut. i. 31. 

* We need not trouble our readers 
with the difficulties which have been 
raised concerning the chronology of 
this passage. Supposing it could be 
proved that St. Paul’s knowledge of 
ancient chronology was imperfect, this 
need not surprise us; for there seems 
no reason to suppose (and we have 
certainly no right to assume <i priori) 
that Divine inspiration wonUr"instruct 
the Apostles in truth discoverable by 
uninspired research, and non-essential 
to their religious mission. See note 


on Galatians iii. 17. 

3 [l'or the speaker’s own connection 
with the tribe of Benjamin, see pp. 36, 
37. and 43.—11.] 

1 Compare Ps. lx^-cxix. 20, with 1 
Sam. xiii. 14. The quotation is from 
the LXX., but not verbatim, being 
apparently made from memory. 

’ Mai. iii. 1, as quoted Matt. xi. 10, 
not exactly after the I.XX., but rather 
according to the literal translation of 
the Hebrew. 

6 [Here, and in the speech at Miletus 
(xiii. 23). it is worthy of notice that 
St. Paul uses one of his favourite and 
characteristic metaphors drawn from 
the foot-race.—H.] 

7 The imperfect is used here. 
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26 ‘Men and Brethren, 1 whether ye be children of of 
the fetock of Abraham, or proselytes of the Gen- 

tiles, to you have been sent the tidings of this StatiiVfrjetu.. 

27 salvation: for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and 
their rulers, because they knew Him not, nor yet 
the voices of the prophets which are read in their 
synagogues every Sabbath, day, have fulfilled the 

2 $ Scriptures in condemning Him. And though they 
found in Him no cause of death, yet besought they 

29Pilate that He should be *slain. And when they, 
had fulfilled all which was written of Him, they 
took Him down from the tree, and laid Him in a 
sepulchre! 

30 1 But God raised Him from the dead. 

31 ‘And He was seep for many days by them who 
came up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who 
are now 2 His witnesses to the people of Israel. 3 

32 ‘And while they 4 5 proclaim it in Jerusalem, we £1;,; ,, 10 

declare unto you the same Glad Tidings concerning xlnmu!r«- h ® 
the promise which was made to our fathers; even 

that God hath fulfilled the same unto us theirJJIfJjTwiujjav 
children, in that He hath raised up Jesus from the 1,1 

33 dead;® as it is also written in the second psalm, 

Cfinu art mi) £ 011 , tfiijf Saji Ijatic I begotten tfjec. 6 * 

34 And whereas He hath raised Him from the grave, 
no more to return unto corruption, He hath said 
on this wise, CTIjc bleshStngtf of SBafiftl toil! £ gtlic 
gnu, efaen tljc bTctfjSmgtf tofitrb Otanfc fait in halt. 

35 neii.7 Wherefore it is written also in another 
psalm, Chau shaft not Suffer tljtne ffialj? One to 

36 See corruption. 8 Now David, after he had minis¬ 
tered in his own generation 9 to the will of God, fell 
asleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw cor- 


1 Literally 4 men that are my bre¬ 
thren So in Acta xvii. 22, — 4 men of 
Athens' It might be rendered simply 
4 Brethren' 

a The word for ‘ now,’ evidently very 
important here, is erroneously omitted 
by the Textus Receptus. 

3 ‘The people,’ always means the 
Jewish people. 

4 Observe 4 we preach to you ’ empha¬ 
tically contrasted with the preceding 
* they to the Jewish nation ’(Humphry). 

5 4 Raised up from the dead . We 

cannot agree with Mr. Humphry that 

the word can here (consistently with 

the context) have the same meaning 

as in vii. 37. 


Ps. ii. 7, according to LXX. trans. 

7 Isaiah lv. 3 (LXX.). The verbal 
connection (holy—Holy One ) between 
vv. 34 and 35 should be carefully no¬ 
ticed. 

8 Ps. xvi. 10 (LXX.). 

9 David’s ministration was performed 
(like that of other men) in his own 
generation ; but the ministration of 
Christ Extended to all generations. The 
thought is similar to Heb. vii. 23, 24. 
We depart here from the Authorised 
Version, because the use of the Greek 
words for 4 to serve one’s own genera¬ 
tion,’ does not accord with the analogy 
of the N. T. 
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ruption; but He whom God raised from the dead 37 
saw no corruption. 1 ® 

chri»t'« C M.fv»- ‘Be it known unto you, therefore, men and as 
tlieiisbetween brethren, that through this Jesus is declared unto 
‘.'nd'iteLaw. you the forgiveness of sins. And in Him all who 39 
have faith are justified from all transgressions, 
wherefrom in the Law* of Moses ye could not be 
. justified. 

final wav ‘Beware, therefore, lest that come upon you 40 
• which is spoken in the Prophets, iSrhofO, jie Ire* 41 
bptorrf, anb luoitber, anb pntsij; far 2 tooth a toorh 
til jtouv bans, a tooth tofjttfj nc Sljall in no latbe 
bcltfbc, though a man bcclarc it unto jjou.’ 2 

This address made a deep and thrilling impression on the audience. 
While the congregation were pouring out of the synagogue, many 
of them 3 crowded round the speaker, begging that ‘these words,’ 
which had moved their deepest feelings, might be repeated to them 
on their next occasion of assembling together. 1 And when at length 
the mass of the people had dispersed, singly or in groups, to their 
homes, many of the J ews and proselytes still clung to Paul and Bar¬ 
nabas, who earnestly exhorted them (in the form of expression which 
we could almost recognise as St. Paul’s, from its resemblance to the 
phraseology of his Epistles,) ‘to abide in the grace of God.’ 5 

‘ With what pleasure can we fancy the Apostles to have observed 
these hearers of the Word, who seemed to have heard it in such 
earnest. How gladly must they have talked with them, — entered 
into various points more fully than was possible in any public address, 

—appealed to them in various ways which no one can touch upon 
who is speaking to a mixed multitude. Yet, with all their pleasure 
and their hope, their knowledge of man’s heart must have taught 
them not to be over confident; and therefore they would earnestly 
urge them to continue in the grace of God ; to keep up the impression 
which had already outlasted their stay within the synagogue;—to 
feed it and keep it alive, and make it deeper and deeper, that it 
should remain with them for ever. What the issue was we know 
not,—nor does that concern us,—only we may be sure that here, 
as in other instances, there were some in whom their hopes and 
endeavours were disappointed ; there were some in*whom they were 
to their fullest extent realised.’ 6 

1 We are here reminded of the ar¬ 
guments of St- Peter on the day of 
Pentecost, just as the beginning of the 
speech recalls that of St. Stephen 
before the Sanhedrin. Possibly, St. 

Paul himself had been an nltditor of 
the lirst, as he certainly was of the last. 

2 Habak. i. 5 (LXX.). « 

3 The words rendered ‘ Gentiles ’ 

(Auth. Vers.) in the Textus Keceptus, 
have caused a great confusion in this 
passage. They are omitted in the best 
MSS. See below, p. 146, n. 4. 


1 It is not quite certain whether we 
ure to understand the words in v. 42 to 
mean ‘the next Sabbath’or some in¬ 
termediate days of meeting during the 
week. The jews were accustomed to 
meet in the synagogues on Monday 
and Thursday as well as on Saturday. 

Acts xiii. 43. Compare Acts xx. 
21: 1 C’or. xv. 10 : 2 Cor. vi. 1; Gal. 
ii. 21. 

6 Dr. Arnold's Twenty-fourth Ser 
moll on the Interpretation of Scrip¬ 
ture. 
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The y iter veiling week between this Sabbath and the next had not 
only its days of meeting in the synagogue,' but would give many 
opportunities for exhortation and instruction in private houses ; the 
doctrine would be noised abroad, and, through the proselytes, would 
come to the hearing of the Gentiles. So that ‘ on the following 
Sabbath almost the whole city came together to hear the Word S>£ 
God.’ The synagogue was crowded. 3 Multitudes of Gentiles wore 
there in addition to the Proselytes. This was more than the dews 
could bear. Their spiritual pride and exclusive bigotry was imme> 
diately roused. They could not^endure the notion of others being 
fi-eely admitted to the same religious privileges with themselves. 
This was always the sin of the Jewish people. Instead of realising 
their position in the world as the prophetic nation for the good of 
the whole earth, they indulged the self-exalting opinion, that God’s 
highest blessings were only for themselves. Their oppressions and 
their dispersions had not destroyed this deeply-rooted prejudice; 
but they rather found efimfort unde;- the yoke, in brooding over 
their religious isolation; and even in their remote and scattered 
settlements, they clung with the utmost tenacity to the feeling of 
their exclusive nationality. Thus, in the l’isidian Antioch, they 
who on one Sabbath had listened with breathless interest to the 
teachers who spoke to them of the promised Messiah, wore on the 
next Sabbath filled with the most excited indignation, when they 
found that this Messiah was ‘ a light to lighten the Gentiles,’ as 
well as ‘ the glory of His people Israel.’ They made an uproar, and 
opposed the words of Paul 3 with all manner of calumnious expres¬ 
sions, ‘ contradicting and blaspheming.’ 

Then the Apostles, promptly recognising in the willingness of the 
Gentiles and the unbelief of the Jews the clear indications of the 
path of duty, followed that bold 1 course which was alien to all the 
prejudices of a Jewish education. They turned at once and without 
reserve to the Gentiles. St. Paul was not unprepared for the events 
which called for this decision. The prophetic intimations at his first 
conversion, his vision in the Temple at Jerusalem, his experience at 
the Syrian Antioch, his recent success in the island of Cyprus, must 
have led him to expect the Gentiles to listen to that message which 
the Jews were too ready to scorn. The words with which he turned 
from his unbelieving countrymen were these : ‘ It was needful that 
the Word of God # should first be spoken unto you; but inasmuch as 
ye reject it, and deem yourselves unworthy of eternal life, lo! we 
turn to the Gentiles.’ And then he quotes a prophetical passage 
from their own sacred writings. ‘ For thus hath the Lord com¬ 
manded us, saying,'I have set thee for a light to the Gentiles, that 
thou shouldst be for salvation to the ends of the earth.’ 1 This is 
• the first recorded instance of a scene which was often re-enacted. 
It is the course which St. Paul himself defines in his Epistle to the 

’ See n. 4 on the preceding page. cin-uinstaiyiss appear to have been very 

5 Acts xiii. 44. similar. 

. 3 lhe words in Acts xiii. 45, imply 1 Isai. xlix. 0, (juoted with a slight 
indirectly that Paul was the ‘chief variation from lire I.XX. See Isai 
speaker,’ a» we are told, xiv. 1 2. xiii. C ; Luke ii. 32. 

* Compare 1 'l’hess. ii. 2, where the 
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Romans, when he describes the Gospel as coming first to the Jew 
and then to the Gentile; 1 and it is the course which he fallowed 
himself on various occasions of his life, at Corinth, 2 3 at Ephesus,® 
and at Rome. 4 

That which was often obscurely foretold in the Old Testament,— 
tlir.t those should ‘seek after God who knew Him not,’ and that 
He should be honoured by ‘ those who were not a people ; ’ 5 6 —that 
which had already seen its first fulfilment in isolated cases during 
Pur Lord’s life, as in the centurion and the Syrophoenieian woman, 
whose* faith had no parallel in all the people of ‘ Israel; ’ 0 —that 
which had received an express accomplishment through the agency 
of two of the chiefest of the Apostles, in Cornelius, the Roman 
officer at Caesarea, and in Sergius Paulus, the Roman governor at 
Paphos,—began now to be realised on a large scale in a' whole com¬ 
munity. While the Jews blasphemed and rejected Christ, the 
Gentiles ‘ rejoiced and glorified the Word of God.’ The counsels 
of God were not frustrated by the unbelief of His chosen people. 
A new ‘ Israel,’ a new ‘ election,’ succeeded to the former. 7 A 
Church was formed of united Jews and Gentiles; and all who were 
destined to enter the path of eternal life" were gathered into the 
Catholic brotherhood of the hitherto separated races. The syna¬ 
gogue had rejected the inspired missionaries, but the apostolic 
instruction went on in some private house or public building 
belonging to the Heathen. And gradually the knowledge of Chris¬ 
tianity began to be disseminated through the whole vicinity. 2 * 

The enmity of the Jews, however, was not satisfied by the expul¬ 
sion of the Apostles from their synagogue. What they could not 
accomplish by violence and calumny, they succeeded in effecting by 
a pious intrigue. That influence of women in religious questions, 
to which our attention will be repeatedly called hereafter, is here 
for the first time brought before our notice in the sacred narrative 
of St. Paul’s life. Strabo, who was intimately acquainted with the 
social position of the female sex in the towns of Western Asia, 
speaks in strong terms of the power which they possessed and exer¬ 
cised in controlling and modifying the religious opinions of the 
men. This general fact received one of its most striking illus¬ 
trations in the case of Judaism. We have already more than once 
alluded to the influence of the female proselytes at Damascus : 10 and 
the good service which women contributed towards the early pro¬ 
gress of Christianity is abundantly known both from the Acts and 
the Epistles. 11 Here they appear in a position less honourable, but 
not less influential. The Jews contrived, through the female proso- 

1 Rom. i. 10, ii. 9. Compare xi. 12, subject of much controversy with re- 
25. fcrencc to the doctrine of predestina- 

- Acts xviii. 6. tion. Its bearing on the question is 

3 Acts xix. 9. 1 very doubtful. The same participle is 

4 Acts xxviii. 28. used in Acts xx. 10, and also in Luke 

3 See Hosea i. 10, ii. 23, as quoted, iii. 13, and Rom. xiii. 1. 

in Rom. ix. 25, 26. a Acts xiii. 49. 

6 Matt, viii. 5-10, xv. 21-28. 10 See above, p. 10, and p. 136, n. 4. 

7 See Rom. xi. 7; and Gal. vi. 16. 11 See Acts xvi. 14, xviii. 2; Phil. 

8 Acts xiii. 48. It is well known iv. 3; 1 Cor. vii. 10. 

that this passage has been made the 
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lyte b at Antioch, to win over to their cause some influential members 
of theip sex, and through them to gain the ear of men who occupied 
a position of eminence in the city. Thus a systematic persecution 
was excited against Paul and Barnabas. Whether the supreme 
magistrates of the colony were induced by this unfair agitation to 
pass a sentence of formal banishment, we are not informed ; 1 l*ut 
for the present the Apostles were compelled to retire from the 
colonial limits. 

In cases such as these, instructions had been given by our Lord 
himself how His Apostles were to act. During His life on earth,* 
He had said to the Twelve, * Whosoever shall not receive ypu, noi 
hear you, when ye depart thence, shake off the dust under your 
feet for a testimony against them. Verily, I say unto you, it shall 
be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment, 
than for that city .’ 2 And while Paul and Barnabas thus fulfilled 
Our Lord’s words, shaking oft* from their feet the dust of the dry 
and sunburnt road , 3 in Joken of God’s judgment on wilful unbe¬ 
lievers, and turning their steps eastwards in the direction of Lyca- 
onia, another of the sayings of Christ was fulfilled, in the midst of 
those who had been obedient to the faith : 4 * Blessed are ye, when 
men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall say all manner of 
evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice and be exceeding 
glad : for great is your reward in heaven ; for so persecuted they 
the prophets which were before you .’ 4 Even while their faithful 
teachers were removed from them, and travelling across the bare 
uplands 6 which separate Antioch from the plain of Jconium, the 
disciples of the former city received such manifest tokens of the 
love of God, and the power of the ‘ Holy Ghost,’ that they were 
4 filled with joy’ in the midst of persecution. 

Iconium has obtained a place in history far more distinguished 
than that of the Pisidian Antioch. It is famous as the cradle of the 
rising power of the conquering Turks . 0 And the remains of its 
Mahommedan architecture still bear a conspicuous testimony to the 
victories and strong government of a tribe of Tatar invaders. But 


1 We should rather infer the con¬ 
trary, since they revisited the place on 
their return from Derbe (xiv. ‘21). 

2 Mark vi. 11; Matt. x. 11, 15; 
Luke ix. 5. For other symbolical acts 
expressing the same tilling, see Nehem. 
v. 13; Acts xviii. 6. It was taught in 
the schools of the Scribes that the dust 
of a Heathen land defiled by the touch. 

Hence the shaking of the dust off the 
feet implied that the city was regarded 
as profane. 

4 4 Literally may they have shaken 
off.the dust of their feet, for even now 
(Nov. 9) the roads abound with it, and 
in the summer months it must be a 
plain of dust.’—Arundell’s Asia Minor , 
vof. i. p. 319. 

- Mat', v. 11, 12. 

6 Leake approached Iconium from 


the northern side of the mountains 
which separate Antioch from Philo¬ 
mel! uni (see p. 171). He says: ‘On 
the descent from a ridge branching 
eastward Horn these mountains, we 
came in sight of the vast plain around 
Konieh, and of the lake which occupies 
the middle of it; and we saw the city 
with its mosques and ancient wulls, 
still at the distance of twelve or four¬ 
teen miles from ns,’ p. 45. Ainsworth tra¬ 
velled in the same direction, and says: 

‘ Wc travelled three hours along the 
plain of Konieh, always in sight of the 
city of the Sultans of Koum, Ixjfore we 
reached it.'-*-7 raw. in Asia Minor , ii. 
p. 58. 

6 Iconium was the capital of the 
Scljukian Sultans, and had a great part 
in the growth of the Ottoman Empire. 
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there are other features in the view of modem Konieh which to us 
are far more interesting. To the traveller in the footsteps of St. 
Paul, it is not the armorial bearings of the Knights of St. John, 
carved over the gateways in the streets of Rhodes, which arrest the 
attention, but the ancient harbour and the view across the sea to 
th# opposite coast. And at Konieh his interest is awakened, not 
by minarets and palaces and Saracenic gateways, but by the vast 
plain and the distant mountains . 1 • 

These features remain what they were in the first century, while 
the tc»wn has been repeatedly destroyed and rebuilt, and its archi¬ 
tectural character entirely altered, r Little, if anything, remains of 
Greek or Roman Iconium, if we except the ancient inscriptions and 
the fragments of sculptures which are built into the Turkish walls . 1 
At a late period of the Empire it was made a Cohmia, like its 
neighbour, Antioch : but it was not so in the time of St. Paul. 
There is no reason to suppose that its character was different from 
that of the other important towns on tl\p principal lines of com¬ 
munication through Asia Minor. The elements of its population 
would be as follows :—a large number of trilling and frivolous 
Greeks, whose principal places of resort would be the theatre and 
the market-place ; some remains of a still older population, coming 
in occasionally from the country, or residing in a separate quarter 
of the town ; some few Roman officials, civil or military, holding 
themselves proudly aloof from the inhabitants of the subjugated 
province ; and an old established colony of Jews, who exercised 
their trade during the week, and met on the Sabbath to read the 
Law in the Synagogue. 

The same kind of events took place here as in Antioch, and 
almost in the same order . 3 The Apostles went first to the Syna¬ 
gogue, and the effect of their discourses there was such, that great 
numbers both of the Jews and Greeks (i. e. Proselytes or Heathens, 
or both' 1 ) believed the Gospel. The unbelieving Jews raised up an 
indirect persecution by exciting the minds of the Gentile population 
against those who received the Christian doctrine. But the Apostles 
persevered and remained in the city some considerable time, having 
their confidence strengthened by the miracles which God worked 
through their instrumentality, in attestation of the truth of His 
Word. There is an apocryphal narrative of certain events assigned 
to this residence at Iconium : 5 and we may innocently adopt so 


1 ‘Konieh extends to the east and 
south over the plain far beyond the 
walls, which are about two miles in 
circumference. . . . Mountains covered 
with snow rise on every side, except¬ 
ing towards the east, where a plain, as 
tint as the desert of Arabia, extends far 
beyond the reach of the eye.’—Capt. 
Kmneir. 

* ‘ The city wall is said to have been 
erected by the Seliukian Sultans : it 
seems to Save been built from the ruins 
of ptore ancient buildings, as broken 
cblimms, capitals, pedestal 0 , bas-reliefs, 


and other pieces of sculpture, contribute 
towards its construction. It has eighty 
gates, of a square form, each known bv 
a separate name, and, as well as most 
of the towers, embellished with Arabic 
inscriptions. ... I observed a few Greek 
characters on the walls, but they were 
in so elevated a situation that I could 
not decipher them.’—Capt. Kinneir. 

3 See Acts xiv. 1-5. 

4 Perhaps ‘ Greeks’ (v. 1) may mean 
‘ proselytes,’ as opposed to the 1 Gen¬ 
tiles’ of v. 2. 

4 The legend of Paul and Tbecla. 
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much of the legendary story, as to imagino St. Paul preaching long 
and lat* to crowded congregations, as he did afterwards at Assos , 1 
and his enemies bringing him before the civil authorities, with the 
cry that he was disturbing their households by his sorcery, or with 
complaints like those at Philippi and Ephesus, that I10 wavs ‘ exceed¬ 
ingly troubling their city,’ and ‘ turning away much people .’ 3 We 
learn from an inspired source 3 that the whole population of Iconium 
was ultimately divided into two 'great factions (a common occur¬ 
rence, on far less important occasions, in these cities of Oriental, 
Greeks), and that one party took the side of the Apostles, the other 
that of the Jews. But here, as’at Antioch, the influential classes 
were on the side of the Jews. A determined attempt was at last 
made to crush the Apostles, by loading them with insult and 
actually stoning them. Learning this wicked conspiracy, in which 
the magistrates themselves were involved , 1 they fled to some of the 
neighbouring districts of Lyeaonia, where they might be more 
secure, and have more liberty in preaching the Gospel. 

ft would be a very natural course fob the Apostles, after the cruel 
treatment they had experienced in the great towns on a frequented 
route, to retire into a wilder region and among a ruder population. 
In any country, the political circumstances of which resemble those 
of Asia Minor under the early emperors, there must be many dis¬ 
tricts, into which the civilisation of the conquering and governing 
people has hardly penetrated. An obvious instance is furnished 
by our Eastern presidencies, in the Hindoo villages, which have 
retained their character without alteration, notwithstanding tho 
successive occupations by Mahonnnedans and English. Thus, in the 
Eastern provinces of the Roman Empire there must have been 
many towns and villages where local customs were untouched, and 
where Greek, though certainly understood, was not commonly 
spoken. Such, perhaps, were the places which now come before 
our notice in tlie Acts of the Apostles, —small towns, with a rude 
dialect and primitive superstition 5 —‘ Lystra and Derbe, cities of 
Lyeaonia .’ 6 

The district of Lyeaonia extends from tho ridges of Mount 
Taurus and the borders of Cilicia, on the south, to the Cappadocian 
hills, on the north. It is a bare and dreary region, unwatered by 
streams, though in parts liable to occasional inundations. Strabo 
mentions one place where water was even sold for money. In this 
respect there must be a close resemblance between this country and 
large tracts of Australia. Nor is this the only particular in which 
the resemblance may be traced. Both regions afford excellent 
pasture for flocks of sheep, and give opportunities for obtaining 
large possessions by trade in wool. It was here, on the downs of 
Lyeaonia, that Amyntas, while he yet led the life of a nomad chief, 
before the time of his political elevation , 7 fed his three hundred 

The story will be found in .(ones on the actly the meaning of the word rendered 
Canon (vol. ii. pp. 353-403). * rulers.’ * 

1 Acts xx. 7-11. 5 Acts xiv. 11, 12, &c. 

* Acts xvi. 20, xix. 26. 6 Acts xiv. 6. 

s Acts xiv. 4. 1 See above, Chap. 1. p. 19. 

* It is impossible to determine ex- 
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flocks. Of the whole district Iconium 1 was properly the capital: 
and the plain round Iconium may be reckoned as its greatecentral 
space, situated midway between Cilicia and Cappadocia. This 
plain is spoken of as the largest in Asia Minor . 2 It is almost like 
the steppes of Great Asia, of which the Turkish invaders must 
often have been reminded , 3 when they came to these level spaces 
in the west ; and the camels which convey modern travellers to and 
from Konieh, find by the side of their path tufts of salt and prickly 
^herbage, not very dissimilar to that which grows in their nativo 
deserts . 4 

Across some portion of this plain Paul and Barnabas travelled 
before as well as after their residence in Iconium. After leaving 
the high land to the north-west , 5 during a journey of several hours 
before arriving at the city, the eye ranges freely over a vast ex¬ 
panse of level ground to the south and the east. The two most 
eminent objects in the view are certain snowy summits , 6 7 which rise 
high above all the intervening hills in the direction of Armenia,— 
and, in the nearer horizon, tl\e singular mountain mass called the 
‘ Kara-Dagh,’ or ‘ Black Mount,’ south-eastwards in the direction 
of Cilicia . 1 And still these features continue to be conspicuous, 
after Iconium is left behind, and the traveller moves on over the 
plain towards Lystra and Derbe. Mount Argons still rises far to 
the north-east, at the distance of one hundred and fifty miles. The 
Black Mountain is gradually approached, and discovered to be an 
isolated mass, with reaches of the plain extending round it like 
channels of the sea . 8 The cities of Lystra and Derbe were some- 


1 Xenophon, who is the first to 
mention Iconium, calls it ‘ the last 
city of Phrygia,’ in the direction of 
‘ Lycaonia.’ ’ 

7 Sec J^eake, p. 93. 

3 The remark is made by Texier in 
his * Asie Mineure .’ 

4 Ainsworth (ii. p. 68 ) describes the 
camels, as he crossed this plain, eagerly 
eating the tufts of Mescmbryanthemum 
and Salicornia, ‘ reminding them of 
plains with which they were probably 
more familiar than those of Asia Minor.’ 
The plain, however, is naturally rich. 

5 See above, p. 134. 

6 Leake supposed these summits to 
be those of Mount Argieus, but Ha¬ 
milton thinks he was in error. 

7 See Leake, p. 45. ‘ To the south¬ 

east the same plains extend as far as 
the mountains of Karaman (Laranda). 
At the south-ea-t extremity of the 
plains beyond Konieh, we are much 
struck with the appearance of a re¬ 
markable insulated mountain, called' 
Kara-Dagh (Black Mountain), rising 
to a great height, covered at the top 
with snow I Jan. 31], and appearing 
like a lofty island in the midst of the 


sea. It is about sixty miles distant.’ 
The lines marked on the Map are the 
Roman roads mentioned in the Itine¬ 
raries. 

A view of the Kara-Dagh is given 
in Chap. VIII. 

8 See Leake, pn. 93-97. « (Feb. 1 . 

From Konieh to Tshumra ').—Our road 
pursues a perfect level for upwards of 
twenty miles. (Feb. 2. From Tshumra 
to Kassaba .')—Nine hours over the 
same uninterrupted level of the finest 
soil, but quite uncultivated, except in 
the immediate neighbourhood of a few 
widely dispersed villages. It is pain¬ 
ful to behold such desolation in the 
midst of a region so highly favoured 
by nature. Another characteristic of 
these Asiatic plains is the exactness 
of the level, and the peculiarity of 
their extending, without any previous 
slope, to the foot of the mountains, 
which rise from them like lofty islands 
out of the surface of the ocean. The 
Karamanian ridge seems to recede as 
we approach it, and the snowy sum¬ 
mits of Argteua [?] are still to be seen 
to the north-east. ... At three or 
four miles short of Kassaba, we are 
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where about the bases of the Black Mountain. We have dwelt 
thus i&inutely on the physical characteristics of this part of" Ly¬ 
caonia, because the ^positions of its ancient towns have not been 
determined. We are only acquainted with the general features of 
the scene. While the site of Iconium has never been forgotten, 
and that of Antioch in Pisidia has now been clearly identified, 
those of Lystra and Derbe remain unknown, or at best are ex¬ 
tremely uncertain . 1 No conclusive coins or inscriptions have been 
discovered ; nor has there been any such convergence of modern 
investigation and ancient authority as leads to an infallible vesult. 
Of the different hypotheses wl/icli have been proposed, avo have 
been content in the accompanying map to indicate those 2 which 
appear the most probable. 


abreast of the middle of the very lofty 
insulated mountain already mentioned, 
called Kara-Dagh. It is said to be 
chiefly inhabited hv Greek Christians, 
and to contain 1001 churches; but 
we afterwards learnt that these 1001 
churches (Bin-bir-Kilisseh) was a 
name given to the extensive ruins of 
an ancient city at the foot of the 
mountain. ( Feb. 3. From Kassaba to 
Karaman .')—Four hours; the road 
still passing over a plain, which 
towards the mountains begins to be 
a little intersected with low ridges 

and ravines.Between these 

mountains and the Kara-Dagh there 
is a kind of strait, which forms the 
communication between the plain of 
Karaman and the great levels tying 

eastward of Konieh.Advancing 

towards Karaman, I perceive a pas¬ 
sage into the plains to the north-west, 
round the northern end of Kara-Dagh, 
similar to that on the south, so that 
this mountain is completely insulated. 
We still see to the north-east the 
great snowy summit of Argajus, £?] 
which is probably the highest point 
of Asia Minor.’ See a similar de¬ 
scription of the isolation of the Kara- 
Dagh in Hamilton (5i. 315, 320), who 
approached it from the east. 

f Col. Leake wrote thus in 1824: 

‘ Nothing can more strongly show the 
little progress that has hitherto been 
made in a knowledge of the ancient 
geography of Asia Minor, than that, 
of the cities which the journey of St. 
Paul has made so interesting to us, 
the site of one only (Iconium) is yet 
certainly known. Perga, Antioch of 
Pisidia, Lystra, and Derbe remain to 
be discovered,’ p. 103. We have seen 
that two of these four towns have been 
fully identified,—Perga by Sir C. Fel¬ 


lows, and Antioch by Mr. ArumielJ. It 
is to be hoped that the other two will 
yet be clearly ascertained. 

The general features of the map 
here given are copied from Kiepcrrs 
large map of Asia Minor, and his posi¬ 
tions for Lystra and Derbe are adopted. 
Lvstrn is marked near the place where 
Leake conjectured that it might be, some 
twenty miles S. of Iconium. It does 
not appear, however, that he saw any 
ruins on the .spot. There are very re¬ 
markable Christian ruins on the N. side 
of the Kara-Dagh, at Bin-bir-Kilisseh 
(‘The 1001 churches’), and Leake 
thinks that they may mark the site of 
Derbe. We think Mr. Hamilton’s con¬ 
jecture much more probable, that they 
mark the site of Lystra, which has a 
more eminent ecclesiastical reputation 
than Derbe. 

While this was passing through the 
press, the writer received an indirect 
communication from Mr. Hamilton, 
which will be the best commentary on 
tlie map. * There are ruina (though 
slight) at the spot where Derbe is 
marked on Kiepert’s map, and as this 
spot is certainly on a line of Roman 
toady it is not unlikely that it may 
represent Derbe. He did not actually 
visit Divld, but the coincidence of name 
led him to think it might be Derbe. 
He does not know of any ruins at the 
place where Kiepert writes Lystra, but 
was not on that spot. There may be 
ruins there, but he thinks they cannot 
be of importance, as he did not hear of 
them, though in the neighbourhood ; 
and he prefers Bin-bir-Kilisseh as the 
site of Lysffa.’ 

The following description of the Bin- 
bir-Kilisseh is supplied by a letter from 
Mr. E. Falkener. * The principal group 
of the Bin-bir-Kilisseh lies at the foot 
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We resume the thread of our narrative with the arrival of Piul 
and" Barnabas at Lystra. One peculiar circumstance strikes,us im¬ 
mediately in what we. read of the events in this town ; that no 
mention occurs of any synagogue or of any Jews. It is natural to 
infer that there were few Israelites in the place, though (as we 
shg.ll see hereafter) it would be a mistake to imagine that there 
Were none. We are instantly brought in contact with a totally new 
stabject,—with Heathen superstition and mythology ; yet not the 
superstition of an educated mind, as that of Sergius Paulus,—nor 
the mythology of a refined and cultivated taste, like that of the 
Athenians,—but the mythology and supei'stition of a rude and un¬ 
sophisticated people. Thus does the Gospel, in the person of St. 
Paul, successively clash with opposing powers, with sorcerers and 
philosophers, cruel magistrates and false divinities. Now it is 
the rabbinical master of the Synagogue, now the listening proselyte 
from the Greeks, that is resisted or convinced,—now the honest 
•rtftquiry of a Homan officer, now the wild fanaticism of a rustic 
Sedulity, that is addressed with bold and persuasive eloquence. 
J^glt was a common belief among the ancients that the gods occa¬ 
sionally visited the earth in the form of men. Such a belief with 


regard to Jupiter, ‘ the father of gods and men,’ would be natural 
in any rural district : but nowhere should we be prepared to find 
the traces of it more than at Lystra ; for Lystra, as it appears from 
St. Luke’s narrative , 1 was under the tutelage of Jupiter, and 
tutelary divinities were imagined to haunt the cities under their 
protection, though elsewhere invisible. The temple of Jupiter 
was a conspicuous object in front of the city-gates : 2 what wonder 
if the citizens should be prone to believe that their ‘ Jupiter, which 
was before the city,’ would willingly visit his favourite people ? 
Again, the expeditions of Jupiter were usually represented as 
•attended by Mercury. He was the companion, the messenger, the 
servant of the gods . 3 Thus the notion of these two divinities 
appearing together in Lycaonia is quite in conformity with what 
we know of the popular belief. But their appearance in that par- 


of Kara-Dagh.Perceiving ruins every building is a church.’ 

on the slope of the mountain, I began 1 It is more likely that a temple than 
to ascend, and on reaching these dis- a statue of Jupiter is alluded to. The 
covered they were churches; and, look- temple of the tutelary diviuity was 
ing upwards, descried others yet above outside the walls at Perga (see p. 127), 
me, and climbing from one to the other and at Ephesus, ds we learn from the 
I at length gained the summit, where story in Herodotus ( 1 . 26), who tells 
I found two churches. On looking us that in a time of danger the citizens 
down, I perceived churches on all sides put themselves under the protection of 
ofhhe mountain, scattered about in Diana, by attaching her temple by a 
viffious positions. The number as- rope to the city wall, 
cribed to them by, the Turks is of * Acts xiv. 13. 
course metaphorical; but including 3 See the references in Smith’s Dic- 
t.hose in the plain below, there are about tionarg of Classical Biography and 
two dozen in tolerable preservation, and Mythology, under ‘ Hermes.’ We may 
the remains of perhaps fosty maybe remark here, that we have always used 
traced altogether. . . . The mountain, the nearest Latin equivalents for the 
must have been considered sacred; all Greek divinities, Le. Jupiter, Mercury, 
the ruins are of Christian epoch, and, Diana, Mhferira, for Zeus, Hermes, 
with the exception of a huge palace, •Artemis, Athefie. 
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ticnla* district would be welcomed with more than usual credulity. 
Those who are acquainted with the literature of the Roman poets 
are familiar with a beautiful tradition of Jupiter and Mercury 
visiting in human form these very regions 1 in the interior of Asia 
Minor. And it is not without a singular interest that we find wue 
of Ovid’s stories reappearing in the sacred pages of the Acts of the 
Apostles. In this instance, as *in so many others, the Scripture, 
in its incidental descriptions of the Heathen world, presents ‘ un* 
designed coincidences ’ with the facts ascertained from Heathen 
memorials. ' • 

These introductory remarks prepare us for considering the mira¬ 
cle recorded in the Acts. We must suppose that Paul gathered 
groups of the Lystrians about him, and addressed them in places 
of public resort, as a modem missionary might address the natives 
of a Hindoo village. 2 But it would not be necessary in his case, ait 
in that of Schwartz or •Martyn, to have learnt the primitive Ians 
guage of those to whom he spoke. *He addressed them in G re elf, 
for Greek was well understood in this border-country of the Lyt- 
trians, though their own dialect was either a barbarous corruption 
of that noble language, or the surviving remainder of some older 
tongue. He used the language of general civilisation, as English 
may be used now in a Welsh country-town like Dolgelly or Car¬ 
marthen. The subjects he brought before these illiterate idolaters 
of Lyeaonia were doubtless such as would lead them, by the most 
natural steps, to the knowledge of the true God, and the belief 
in His Son’s resurrection. He told them, as ho told the educated 
Athenians, 3 of Him whose worship they had ignorantly corrupted; 
whose unity, power, and goodness they might have discerned 
through the operations of nature ; whoso displeasure against sin 
had been revealed to them by the admonitions of their natural' 
. conscience. 

On one of these occasions 4 St. Paul observed a cripple, who was 
earnestly listening to his discourse. He was seated on the ground, 
for he had an infirmity in his feet, and had never walked from the 
hour of liis birth. St. Paul looked at him attentively, with that 
remarkable expression of the eye which we have already noticed 
(p. 119). The same Greek word is used as when the Apostle 
is described as ‘ earnestly beholding the council,’ and ‘ as setting 
his eyes on Elynfhs the sorcerer. ’ 6 On this occasion that penetrat¬ 
ing glance saw, by the power of the Divine Spirit, into the very 
secrets of the cripple’s soul. Paul perceived ‘ that he had faith 
to be saved.’ 9 These words, implying so much of moral preptM- 
tion in the heart of this poor Heathen, rise above all that is told 


1 See the story of Baucis and Phile¬ 
mon, Ovid. Met. viii. 611, he. liven if 
^ie Lycaonians were a Semitic tribe, 
% is not unnatural to suppose them 
Amiliar with Greek mythology. An 
lientification of classical and ‘bar- 
Jarian’ divinities had talcen place In 
innumerable instances, as in the case, 
of the Tyrian Hercules and PaphieS 
Venue. 


* See, for instance, Fox’s Chaptert on 

153, he. 

3 It is very important to compare 
together tfce speeches at Lystra and 
Athens, and both with the drat chapter 
of the Romans. See pp. 153, 154. 

* Acts xlv. 8, Ac. 

3 Acts xxiii. 1, xiii. 9. 

8 Acts *iv. 9. The word is the same 
aa in xvi. 80. 
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ua of the lame Jew, whom Peter, ‘ fastening his eyes upon him 
with John,’ had once healed at the temple gate in Jerusalem. 1 In 
other respects the parallel between the two cases is complete. As 
Peter said in the presence of the Jews, ‘ In the name of Jesus 
Oferist of Nazareth, rise up and walk,’ so Paul said before his 
idolatrous audience at Lystra, 1 Stand upright on thy feet.’ And 
in this case, also, the word which had been suggested to the speaker 
by a supernatural intuition was followed by a supernatural result. 
TEhe ebedient alacrity in the spirit, and the new strength in the 
body, pushed together simultaneously. The lame man sprang up 
in the joyful consciousness of a power he had never felt before, 
and walked like those who had never had experience of infirmity. 

And now arose a great tumult of voices from the crowd. Such 
a cure of a congenital disease, so sudden and so complete, would 
have confounded the most skilful and sceptical physicians. An 
illiterate people would be filled with astonishment, and rush imme¬ 
diately to the conclusion that supernatural powers were present 
among them. These Lycaonians thought at once of their native 
traditions, and crying out vociferously in their mother-tongue,*—- 
and we all know how the strongest feelings of an excited people 
find vent in the language of childhood,—they exclaimed that the 
gods had again visited them in the likeness of men,—that Jupiter 
and Mercury were again in Lycaonia,—that the persuasive speaker 
was Mercury and his companion Jupiter. They identified Paul 
with Mercury, because his eloquence corresponded with one of 
that divinity’s attributes. Paul was the ‘ chief speaker,’ and 
Mercury was the god of eloquence. And if it be asked why they 
identified Barnabas with Jupiter, it is evidently a sufficient answer 
to say that these two divinities were always represented as com¬ 
panions 3 in their terrestrial expeditions, though we may well 
believe (with Chrysostom and others) that there was something 
majestically benignant in his appearance, while the personal aspect 
of St. Paul (and for this we can quote his own statements 4 ) was 
comparatively insignificant. 

How truthful and how vivid is the scene brought before us! and 
how many thoughts it suggests to those who are at once conversant 
with Heathen mythology and disciples of Christian theology! Bar¬ 
nabas, identified with the Father of Gods and Men, seems like a 
personification of mild beneficence and provident care ; 5 while Paul 
appears invested with more active attributes, flying over the world 
on the wings of faith and love, with quick words of warning and 
persuasion, and ever carrying in his hand the purse of the ‘ un¬ 
searchable riches. ’ n 

1 Acts iii. Wetstcin remarks on 3 See, for instance, Ovid. Fast. v. 495. 
the greater faith manifested by the 4 See 2 Cor. x. 1, 10, where, however, 
Heathen at LyBtra than the Jew at we must remember that he is quoting 
Jerusalem. the statements of his adversaries. 

* Some are of opinioti that the 3 See Acts iv. 36, 37, ix. 27, xi. 22- 
tspeech of Lycaonia’ was a Semitic 25, 30. It is also very possible that 
language; others that it was a corrupt Barnabas was older, and therefore more 
dialect of Greek. See the Pisserta- venerable in appearance than St. Paul. 
Uons of Jablonski and GUhling in ' 8 The winged heels and the purse are 

Iken’s Theeauru*. the well known insignia of Mercury. 
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The* news of a wonderful occurrence is never long in spreading 
through a small country town. At Lystra the whole population 
was presently in an uproar. They would lose no time in paying 
due honour to their heavenly visitants. The priest attached to 
that temple of Jupiter before the city gates, to which we have 
before alluded, 1 was summoned to do sacrifice to the god whom ne 
served. Bulls and garlands, and. whatever else was requisite to the 
performance of the ceremony, were duly prepared, and the pro¬ 
cession moved amidst crowds of people to the residence gf th<f 
Apostles. They, hearing the .approach of the multitude, and 
learning their idolatrous intention, were filled with the 'utmost 
horror. They ‘ rent their clothes,’ and rushed out 1 of the house 
in which they lodged, and met the idolaters approaching the vesti¬ 
bule. 5 There, standing at the doorway, they opposed the entrance 
of the crowd ; and Paul expressed his abhorrence of their in¬ 
tention, and earnestly .tried to prevent their fulfilling it, in a 
speech of which only the following short outline is recorded by St. 
Luke:— 


‘Sirs, why do ye these things? Wo also arexw." 
men, of like pashions with you; and wo are come 15 
to preach to you the Glad Tidings, that you may 
turn from those vain idols to the living God, who 
made the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, 
and all things that are therein. For in the gene¬ 
rations that are past. He suffered all the nations of 
the Gentiles to walk in flieir own ways. Never¬ 
theless He left not Himself without witness, in 
that He blessed you, and gave you rain from 
heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling your hearts 
with food and gladness.’ 4 

This address held them listening, but they listened impatiently. 
Even with this energetic disavowal of his divinity and this strong 
appeal to their reason, St. Paul found it difficult to dissuade the Ly- 
caonians from offering to him and Barnabas an idolatrous worship. 4 
There is no doubt that St. Paul was the speaker, and, before we 
proceed further Ai the narrative, we cannot help pausing to observe 
the essentially Pauline character which this speech manifests, even 


1 P. 150. 

* ‘ Ran out,’ not ‘ran in ’ is the read¬ 
ing sanctioned by the later critics 
on full manuscript authority. See 
Tischendorf. 

* The word used here does not mean 
the gate of the city, but the vestibule 
or gate which gave admission from 
the public street into the court of the 
house. So it is used, Matt. xxvi. 71, 
for the vestibule of the high-priest’s 
palace; Luke xvi. 20, for that of 
Dives; Acts x. 17, of the house where 


Peter lodged at Joppa; Acts xii. 18, 
of the house of Mary, the mother of 
John Mark. It is nowhere used for 
the gate of a city except in the Apo¬ 
calypse. • Moreover, it seems obvious 
that if tlie priest had only brought 
the victims to sacrifice them at the 
city gates, 1 ’it would have been no offer¬ 
ing to Paul and Barnabas. 

* ‘You’ and ‘your’ are the correct 
readings, not ‘us’and ‘our.' 

4 Acts xiv. 18. 
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in so condensed a summary of its contents. It is full of undesigned 
coincidences in argument, and even in the expressions employed, 
with St. Paul’s language in other parts of the Acts, and in his own 
Epistles. Thus, as here he declares the object of his preaching to be 
that the idolatrous Lystrians should ‘ turn from these vain idols to 
the living God,’ so he reminds the Thessalonians how they, at his 
preaching, had ‘ turned from idols to serve the living and true God. ’ 1 
Again, as ho tells the Lystrians that ‘ God had in the generations 
that weye past, suffered the nations of the Gentiles to walk in their 
own ways ;’ so he tells the Romans, that ‘ God in His forbearance 
had passed over the former sins of men, in the times that were gone 
by; 2 and so lie tells the Athenians, 3 that ‘ the past times of igno¬ 
rance God had overlooked.’ Lastly, how striking is the similarity 
between the natural theology with which the present speech con¬ 
cludes, and that in the Epistle to the Romans, where, speaking of the 
Heathen, he says that atheists are without excuse ; ‘ for that which 
can be known of God is manifested in their hearts, God himself 
having shown it to them. For His eternal power and Godhead, 
though they bo invisible, yet are seen ever since the world was 
made, being understood by the works which He hath wrought.’ 

The crowd reluctantly retired, and led the victims away without 
offering them in sacrifice to the Apostles. It might be supposed 
that at least a command had been obtained over their gratitude and 
reverence, which would not easily be destroyed ; but we have to re¬ 
cord here one of those sudden changes of feeling, which are humi¬ 
liating pi-oofs of the weakness of human nature and of the superficial 
character of religious excitement. The Lycaonians were proverbially 
fickle and faithless; but we may not too hastily decide that they 
were worse than many others might have been under the same cir¬ 
cumstances. It would not be difficult to find a parallel to their 
conduct among the modern converts from idolatry to Christianity. 
And certainly no later missionaries have had more assiduous enemies 
than the Jews whom the Apostles had everyivhere to oppose. Cer¬ 
tain Jews from Iconium, and even from Antioch, 4 followed in the 
footsteps of Paul and Barnabas, and endeavoured to excite the hos¬ 
tility of the Lystrians against them. When they heard of the miracle 
worked on the lame man, and found how great an effect it had 
produced on the people of Lystra, they would be ready with a now 
interpretation of this occurrence They would say that it had been 
accomplished, not by Divine agency, but by some diabolical magic; 
as once they had said at Jerusalem, that He who came ‘to destroy 
the works of the Devil,’ cast out devils ‘by Beelzebub the prince 
of the devils.’ 5 And this is probably the true explanation of that 
sudden change of feeling among the Lystrians, which at first sight is 
very surprising. Their ojvn interpretation of what they had wit¬ 
nessed having been disavowed by the authors of the miracle them¬ 
selves, they would readily adopt a new interpretation, suggested 

1 1 Thess. i. 9. The coincidence is which in the Authorised Version en- 
more striking in the Greek, because the tirely alters its meaning, 
very same verb is used in each pas- 3 Acts xvii. 30. 
sage, and is intransitive in both. 4 Acts xiv. 19. 

* Item. iii. 26 : the mistranslation of 5 Matt, xii, 24. 
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by thoa# wlio appeared to be well acquainted with the strangers, and 
who had followed them from distant cities. Their feelings changed 
with a revulsion as violent as that which afterwards took place 
among the ‘ barbarous people ’ of Malta , 1 who iirst thought St. Paul 
was a murderer, and then a god. The Jews, taking advantage of tljo 
credulity of a rude tribe, were able to accomplish at Lystra the design 
they had meditated at Iconium . 2 «St. Paul was stoned,—-not hurried 
out of the city to execution like St. Stephen , 3 the memory of whoso 
death must have come over St. Paul at this moment with impressive* 
force,—but stoned somewhere i» the streets of Lystra, and then 
dragged through the city gate, and cast outside the walls, under the 
belief that he was dead. This is that occasion to which the Apostle 
afterwards alluded in the words, ‘ once I was stoned, ’ 4 in that long 
catalogue of sufferings, to which we have already referred in this 
chapter . 3 Thus was he ‘ in perils by his own countrymen, in perils 
by the Heathen,’—‘in deaths oft,’—‘always bearing about in the 
body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might 
be made manifest in his body. . . . Alway delivered unto death for 
Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in his 
mortal flesh.’" # 

On the present occasion these last words were literally realised, 
for by the power and goodness of God he rose from a state of ap¬ 
parent death as if by a sudden resurrection. 7 Though ‘persecuted,’ 
he was not ‘ forsaken,’— though ‘cast down,’ he was ‘not de¬ 
stroyed.’ ‘As the disciples stood about him, he rose up, and came 
into the city.’ 8 We see from this expression that his labours in 
Lystra had not been in vain. He had found some willing listeners 
to the truth, some ‘ disciples ’ who did not hesitate to show their 
attachment to their teacher by remaining near his body, which the 
rest of their fellow-citizens had wounded and cast out. These 
courageous disciples were left for the present in the midst of the 
enemies of the truth. Jesus Christ had said,' 1 ‘ when they perse¬ 
cute you in one city, flee to another ; ’ and the very ‘ next day ’ 10 
Paul ‘ departed with Barnabas to Derbe. ’ 


* Acts xxviii. 4-6. 2 Acts xiv. 5. 

3 See the end of Clinp. II. At Jeru¬ 
salem the law required that these exe¬ 
cutions should take ylacc outside the 
city. It must be remembered that, 
stoning was a Jewish punishment, and 
that it was proposed by Jews at Ico¬ 
nium, and instigated and begun by 
Jews at I.ystra. 

4 See Paley’s remark on the ex¬ 
pression ‘ once I wa3 stoned,’ in refer¬ 
ence to the previous design of stoning 
St. Paul at Iconium. ‘ Had the assault 
been completed, had the history re¬ 
lated that a stone was thrown, as it 
relates that preparations were made 
both by Jews and Gentiles to stone 
I’anl and his companions, or even had 
the account of this transaction stopped, 
without going on to inform ns that 


Paul and his companions were “ aware 
of the danger and tied,” a contradiction 
between the history and the epistles 
would have ensued. Truth is neces¬ 
sarily consistent; hut if is scarcely 
possible that independent accounts, not 
having truth to guide them, should 
thus advance to the very brink of con¬ 
tradiction without falling into it.’— 
Hor<p. Paulina ’, p. 69. 

- See pp. 129, 130. 

6 Compare 2 Cor. iv. 8-12, and xi. 
23-27. 

7 The natural inference from the 

narrative iS, that the recovery was 
miraculous; and it is evident that such 
a recovery must have produced a strong 
effect on the minds of the Christians 
who witnessed it. 8 Acts xiv. 20. 

» Matt. x. 28. 10 Acts xiv. 20. 
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But before we leave Lystra, we must say a few words »on one 
spectator of St. Paul’s sufferings, who is not yet mentioned by St. 
Luke, but who was destined to be the constant companion of his 
after years, the zealous follower of his doctrine, the faithful partner 
o£ his danger and distress. St. Paul came to Lystra again after the 
interval of one or two years, and on that occasion we are told 1 that 
he found a certain Christian there, ‘ whose name was Timotheus, 
whose mother was a Jewess, while his father was a Greek,’ and 
*whosp excellent character was highly esteemed by his fellow-Chris- 
tians of Lystra and Iconium. It is distinctly stated that at the time 
of this'second visit Timothy was already a Christian ; and since we 
know from St. Paul’s own expression,—‘my own son in the faith,’ 2 
—that he was converted by St. Paul himself, we must, suppose this 
change to have taken place at the time of the first visit. And the 
reader will remember that St. Paul in the second Epistle to Timothy 
(iii. 10, 11) reminds him of his own intiipate and personal know¬ 
ledge of the sufferings he had endured, ‘ at Antioch, at Iconium, 
at Lystra ,’—the places (it will be observed) being mentioned in 
the exact order in which they were visited, and in which the succes¬ 
sive persecutions took place. We have thus the strongest reasons 
for believing that Timothy was a witness of St. Paul’s injurious 
treatment; and this too at a time of life when the mind receives its 
deepest impressions from the spectacle of innocent suffering and 
undaunted courage. And it is far from impossible that the generous 
and warm-hearted youth was standing in that group of disciples, 
who surrounded the apparently lifeless body of the Apostle at the 
outside of tho walls of Lystra. 

We are called on to observe at this point, with a thankful ac¬ 
knowledgment of God’s providence, that the flight from Iconium, 
and the cruel persecution at Lystra, were events which involved the 
most important and beneficial consequences to universal Christianity. 
It was here, in the midst of barbarous idolaters, that the Apostle of 
the Gentiles found an associate, who became to him and the Church 
far more than Barnabas, the companion of his first mission. As we 
have observed above, 3 there appears to have been at Lystra no syna¬ 
gogue, no community of Jews and proselytes, among whom such an 
associate might naturally have been expected. Perhaps Timotheus 
and his relations may have been almost the only persons of Jewish 
origin in the town. And his ‘ grandmother Lois ’ and ‘ mother 
Eunice” may have been brought there originally by some ac¬ 
cidental circumstance, as Lydia 5 was brought from Thyatira to 
Philippi. 3 And, though there was no synagogue at Lystra, this 


2 ^TimTi.2. Compare i. 18 and 
2 Tim. ii. 1. It i9 indeed possible that 
these expressions might be used, if 
Timothy became a Christian by his 
mother’s influence, and through the 
recollection of St. Paul’s sufferings; 
but the common view is the most 
natural. See what is said 1 Cor. iv. 
14, 15: 1 As my beloved sons 1 warn 
you i for though ye have ten thousand 


instructors in Christ, yet have ye not 
many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I 
have begotten you through the Gospel.’ 

3 See p. 150. 

* 2 Tim. i. 5. 

5 Acts xvi. 14. 

6 See also the remarks on the Jews 
settled in Asia Minor, Chap. I. p. 14; 
and on the Hellenistic and Araratean 
Jews, Chap. II. pp. 31, 82. 
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family may have met with a few others in some i>rosevcha, like that 
in which Lydia and her fellow-worshippers met * by the river side.’ 1 
Whatever we conjecture concerning the congregational life to which 
Timotheus may have been accustomed, we are accurately informed 
of the nature of that domestic life which nurtured him for his future 
labours. The good soil of his heart was well prepared before Paul 
came, by thd instructions 2 of Lois and Eunice, to receive the seed 
of Christian truth, sown at the Apostle’s first visit, and to produce a 
rich harvest of faith and good works before the time of his.secoriU 
visit. o 

Derbe, as we have seen, is somewhere not far from the ‘ Black 
Mountain,’ which rises like an island in the south-eastern part of 
the plain of Lycaonia. A few hours would suffice for the journey 
between Lystra and its neighbour-city. We may, perhaps, infer 
from the fact that Derbe is not mentioned in the list of places which 
St. Paul 3 brings to thg recollection of Timothy as scenes of past 
suffering and distress, that in this town the Apostles were exposed 
to no persecution. It may have been a quiet resting-place after a 
journey full of toil and danger. It does not appear that they were 
hindered in ‘evangelising’ tl^p city: and the fruit of their labours 
was the conversion of 1 many disciples.’ 1 

And now we have reached the limit of St. Paul’s first missionary 
journey. About this part of the Lycaonian plain, where it ap¬ 
proaches, through gradual undulations,'' to tin: northern bases of 
Mount Taurus, ho was not far from that well-known pass" which 
leads down from the central table-land to Cilicia and Tarsus. But 
his thoughts did not centre in an earthly home. He turned back 
upon his footsteps; and revisited the places, Lystra, Iconium, and 
Antioch, 7 where he himself had been reviled and persecuted, but 
where he had left, as sheep in the desert, the disciples whom his 
Master had enabled him to gather. They needed building up and 
strengthening in the faith,” comforting in the midst of their in¬ 
evitable sufferings, and fencing round by permanent institutions. 
Therefore Paul and Barnabas revisited the scenes of their labours, 
undaunted by the dangers which awaited them, and using words of 
encouragement, which none but the founders of a true religion 
would have ventured to address to their earliest converts, that ‘ we 
can only enter the kingdom of God by passing through much tribu¬ 
lation.’ But nc* only did they fortify their faith by passing words 
of encouragement ; they ordained elders in every church after the 
pattern of the first Christian communities in Palestine," and with 
that solemn observance which had attended their own consecration, lo 


* Acts xvi.- Vi. 8 2 Tim. i. 6. 

8 2 Tim. iii. II. 4 Acts xiv. 21. 

5 So Leake describes the neighbour¬ 
hood of Karaman (Laraiida), pp. 00, 
97. Hamilton, speaking of the same 
district, mentions ‘low ridges of cre¬ 
taceous limestone, extending into the 
plain from the mountains.’ it. 824. 

* The ‘CSlidan Gates,’ to which we 
shall return at the beginning of the 
second missionary journey (Acts xv. 


41). See the Map. 

‘ Mentioned (Acts xiv. 21) in the 
inverse »rder from that in which they 
had been visited before (xiii. 14, 61, 
xiv. 6). 

8 Acts kiv. 22. 

9 Tlic first mention of presbyters in 

the Christian, opposed to the Jewish 
sense, occurs Acts xi. 80, in reference to 
the church at Jerusalem. See Chapter 
XIII. 10 Chap. V. p. 110. 
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and which has been transmitted to later ages in connection with 
ordination,—‘ with fasting and prayer ’—they ‘ made choice of (it 
persons to serve in the sacred ministry of the Church.” 

Thus, having consigned their disciples to Him ‘ in whom they 
had believed,’ and who was ‘ able to keep that which was entrusted 
to Him,’ 1 2 Paul and Barnabas descended through the Pisidian moun¬ 
tains to the plain of Pamphylia. Tf our conjecture is correct (see pp. 

J 31, 132), that they went up from Perga in spring, and returned at 
lie close of autumn, 3 and spent all the hotter months of the year in 
the elevated districts, they would again pass in a few days through a 
great change of seasons, and almost from winter to summer. The 
people of Pamphylia would have returned from their cold residences 
to the warm shelter of the plain by the sea-side; and Perga would 
be full of its inhabitants. The Gospel was preached within the walls 
of this city, through which the Apostles had merely passed 4 on their 
journey to the interior. But from St. Luke’s silence it appears that 
the preaching was attended with no marked results. We read 
neither of conversions nor persecutions. The Jews, if any Jews 
resided there, were less inquisitive and less tyrannical than those at 
Antioch and Iconium ; and the votaries of ‘ Diana before the city ’ 
at Perga (see p. 127) were less excitable than those who worshipped 
‘Jupiter before the city’ at Lystra. 5 When the time came for 
returning to Syria, they did not sail down the Oestrus, up the chan¬ 
nel of which river they had come on their arrival from Cyprus, 6 but 
travelled across the plain to Attaleia, 7 * which was situated on the edge 
of the Pamphylian gulf. 

Attaleia had something of the same relation to Perga, which Cadiz 
has to Seville. In each case the latter city is approached by a river- 
voyage, and the former is more conveniently placed on the open sea. 
Attalus Philadelplms, king of Pergamus, whose dominions extended 
from the north-western corner of Asia Minor to the Sea of Pam¬ 
phylia, had built this city in a convenient position for commanding 
the trade of Syria or Egypt. When Alexander the Great passed 
this way, no such city was in existence : but since the days of the 
kings of Pergamus, who inherited a fragment of his vast empire, 
Attaleia has always existed and flourished, retaining the name of the 
monarch who built it. s Behind it is the plain through which the 
calcareous waters of the Catarrliactes flow, perpetually constructing 
and destroying and reconstructing their fantastic channels. 9 In front 
of it, and along the shore on each side, are long lines of cliffs, 10 over 


1 The First Collect for the Ember 
Weeks. 

s Acts xiv. 23. Compare 2 Tim. i. 12. 

3 Wieseler thinks the events on this 
journey must have occupied more than 
one year. It is evident that the case 
does not admit of anything spore than 
conjecture. 

4 See above, p. 127, and notes. 

5 Acts xiv. 13. 6 Pp. 127, 128. 

7 A view may be seen in the work 

of Admiral Beaufort, who describes the 

city as ‘ beautifully situated round a 


small harbour, the streets appearing to 
rise behind each other like the seats of 
a theatre . . . with a double wall and 
a series of square towers on the level 
summit of the hill.’ 

8 Its modern name is Satalia. 

9 See Spratt and Forbes for a full 
account of the irregular deposits and 
variations of channel observable in this 
river. 

10 There are also ancient sea-cliffs at 
some distance behind the present coast 
line. 
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which the river finds its way in waterfalls to the sea, and which 
conceal the plain from those who look toward the land from the 
inner waters of the bay, and even encroach on the prospect of the 
mountains themselves. 

When this scene is before us, the mind reverts to another band of 
Christian warriors, who once sailed from the bay of Satalia to tlio 
Syrian Antioch. Certain passages, in which the movements of Ihe 
Crusaders and Apostles may be compared with each other, are among 
the striking contrasts of history. Conrad and Louis, each with an 
army consisting at first of 70,000 men, marched through part of the 
same districts which were traversed by Paul and Barnabas alone and 
unprotected. The shattered remains of the French host hftd come 
down to Attaleia through 1 the abrupt mountain-passes and the deep 
valleys ’ which are so well described by the cotemporary historian. 1 
They came to fight the battle of the Cross with a great multitude, 
and with the armour of human power: their journey was encom¬ 
passed with defeat and d,eath ; their arrival at Attaleia was disastrous 
and disgraceful; and they sailed to Antioch a broken and dispirited 
army. But the Crusaders of the first century, the Apostles of Christ, 
though they too passed ‘ through much tribulation,’ advanced from 
victory to victory. Their return to the place ‘ whence they had 
been recommended to the grace of God for the work which thoy 
fulfilled,’ 2 was triumphant and joyful, for the weapons of their war¬ 
fare were ‘ not carnal.’ 3 The Lord himself was their tower and 
their shield. 



Coin of Antioch in PlBidia. 1 


1 William of Tyre. > ’ See 2 Cor. x. 4. 

3 Acts xiv. 26. * See note 1, p. 136. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Controversy in the Church.—Separation of Jews and Gentiles.—Difficulty in 
the Narrative.—Discontent at Jerusalejn.—Intrigues of the Judaizers at 
Antiocll.—Mission of Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem.—Divine Revelation 
to St. Paul.—Titus.—Private Conferences.—Public Meeting.—Speech of 
St. Peter.—Narrative of Barnabas and Paul.—Speech of St. James.—The 
Decree.—Public Recognition of St. Paul's Mission to the Heathen.—St. 
John.—Return to Antioch with Judas, Silas, and Mark.—Reading of the 
Letter.’—Weak Conduct of St. Peter at Antioch.—He is rebuked by St. 
Paul.—Personal Appearance of the two Apostles.—Their Reconciliation. 

If, when we contrast the voyage of Paul and Barnabas across the 
bay of Attaleia, with the voyage of those who sailed over the same 
waters in the same direction, eleven centuries later, our minds are 
powerfully drawn towards the pure age of early Christianity, when 
the power of faith made human weakness irresistibly strong ;—the 
same thoughts are not less forcibly presented to us, when we con¬ 
trast the reception of the Crusaders at Antioch with the reception 
of the Apostles in the same city. We are told by the chroniclers, 
that Raymond, ‘ Prince of Antioch/ waited with much expectation 
for the arrival of the French king ; and that when he heard of his 
landing at Seleucia, he gathered together all the nobles and chief 
men of the people, and went out to meet him, and brought him 
into Antioch with much pomp and magnificence, showing him all 
reverence and homage, in the midst of a great assemblage of the 
clergy and people. All that St. Luke tells us of the reception of 
the Apostles after their victorious campaign, is, that they entered 
into the city and ‘ gathered together the Church, and told them 
how God had worked with them, and how He had opened a door 
of faith to the Gentiles.’ 1 Thus the kingdom of God came at 
the first ‘ without observation,’ 5 —-with the humble acknowledgment 
that all power is given from above,—and with a thankful recog¬ 
nition of our Father’s merciful love to all mankind. 

No age, however, of Christianity, not even the earliest, has been 
without its difficulties, controversies, and corruptions. The presence 
of Judas among the Apostles, and of Ananias and Sapphira among 
the first disciples, 3 were proofs of the power which moral evil 
possesses to combine itself with the holiest works. The misunder¬ 
standing of ‘the Grecians and Hebrews’ in the days of Stephen, 4 
the suspicion of the ApoStles when Paul came from Damascus to 
Jerusalem, ’ the secession of Mark at the begirmiug of the first 
missions- y journey,® were symptoms of the prejudice, ignorance, 
and infirmity, in the midst of which the Gospel was to win its way 

1 Acts xiv. 27. * Acts v. & P. 85. 

* Luke xvil. 20. « P. 66 . « P. 129. 
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in the hearts of men. And the arrival of the Apostles at Antioch 
at the clese of their journey was presently followed by a troubled 
controversy, which involved the most momentous consequences to 
all future ages of the Church ; and led to that visit to Jerusalem 
which, next after his conversion, is perhaps the most important 
passage in St. Paul’s life. 

We have seen (Chap. I.) that great numbers of Jews had long been 
dispersed beyond the limits of their own land, and were at this 
time distributed over every part of the Roman Empire. ‘ Moses 
had of old time, in every city, them that preached him, being pead ' ’ 
in the synagogues every Sabbath day. ’ 1 In every considerable 
city, both of the East and West, were established some members of 
that mysterious people,—who had a written Law, which they read 
and re-read in the midst of the contempt of those who surrounded 
them, week by week, and year by year,—who were bound every¬ 
where by a secret link of affection to one City in the world, where 
alone their religious sacrifices could be offered,—whose whole life 
was utterly abhorrent from the temples and images which crowded 
the neighbourhood of their synagogues, and from the gay and 
licentious festivities of the Greek and Roman worship. 

In the same way it might be said that Plato and Aristotle, Zeno 
and Epicurus, 2 ‘ had in every city those that preached them.’ Side 
by side with the doctrines of Judaism, the speculations of Greek 
philosophers were- -not indeed read in connection with religious 
worship—but orally taught and publicly discussed in the schools. 
Hence the Jews, in their foreign settlements, were surrounded, not 
only by an idolatry which shocked all their deepest feelings, and 
by a shameless profligacy unforbiddon by, and even associated with, 
that which the Gentiles called religion,—but also by a proud and 
contemptuous philosophy that alienated the more educated classes 
of society to as great a distance as the unthinking multitude. 

Thus a strong line of demarcation between the Jews and Gentiles 
ran through the whole Roman Empire. Though their dwellings 
were often contiguous, they were separated from each other by 
deep-rooted feelings of aversion and contempt. The ‘ middle wall 
of partition’ 3 was built up by diligent hands on both sides. This 
mutual alienation existed, notwithstanding the vast number of pro¬ 
selytes, who were attracted to the Jewish doctrine and worship, and 
who, as we have already observed (Chap. I.), were silently preparing 
the way for the ultimate union of the two races. The breach was 
even widened, in many cases, in consequence of this work of prose- 
lytism : for those who went over to the Jewish camp, or hesitated 
on the neutral ground, were looked on with some suspicion by 
the Jews themselves, and thoroughly hated and despised by the 
Gentiles. 

It must be remembered that the separation of which we speak was 
both religious and social. The Jews had a divine Law, which sanc¬ 
tioned the principle, and enforced the practice, of national isolation. 
They could not easily believe that this Law, with which all the glo¬ 
rious passages of their history were associated, was meant only to 

' Acts xv. 21. * See Acu xvil. 18. * Eph. ii. 14. 



16g The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. [ch. 

endure for a limited period : and we cannot but sympathise in the 
difficulty they felt in accepting the notion of a cordial uwion with 
the uncircumcised, even after idolatry was abandoned and morality 
observed. And again, the peculiar character of the religion which 
isolated the Jews was such as to place insuperable obstacles in the 
pvay of social union with other men. Their ceremonial observances 
precluded the possibility of their eating with the Gentiles. The 
nearest parallel we can find to .this barrier between the Jew and 
Gentile, is the institution of caste among the ancient populations of 
India, which presents itself to our politicians as a perplexing fact in 
the government of the presidencies, and to our missionaries as the 
great obstacle to the progress of Christianity in the East. 1 A Hindoo 
cannot eat with a Parsec, or a Maliommedan,—and among the 
Hindoos themselves the meals of a Brahmin are polluted by the 
presence of a Pariah,—though they meet and have free intercourse 
in the ordinary transaction of business. So it was in the patriarchal 
age. It was ‘ an abomination for the Egyptians to eat bread with 
the Hebrews.* The same -principle was divinely sanctioned for a 
time in the Mosaic Institutions. The Israelites, who lived among 
the Gentiles, met them freely in the places of public resort, 
buying and selling, conversing and disputing : but their families 
were separate : in the relations of domestic life, it was ‘ unlawful, ’ 
as St. Peter said to Cornelius, ‘for a man that was a Jew to keep 
company or come unto one of another nation.' 3 When St. Peter 
returned from the centurion at Ciesarea to his brother-christians at 
Jerusalem, their great charge against him was that he had ‘gone in 
to men uncircumcised, and had eaten with them : ’ 4 and the weak 
compliance of which he was guilty, after the true principle of social 
unity had been publicly recognised, and which called forth the stern 
rebuke of his brother-apostle, was that, after eating with the Gen¬ 
tiles, he ‘ withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were 
of the circumcision.’ ■' 

How these two difficulties, which seemed to forbid the formation 
of an united Church on earth, were ever to be overcome,—how the 
Jews and Gentiles were to be religiously united without the enforced 
obligation of the whole Mosaic Law,—how they were to be socially 
united as equal brethren in the family of a common Father,—the 
solution of this problem must in that day have appeared impossible. 
And without the direct intervention of Divine grace it would have 
been impossible. We now proceed to consider how that grace gave 
to the minds of tho Apostles the wisdom, discretion, forbearance, 
and firmness which were required ; and how St. Paul was used as 
the great instrument in accomplishing a work necessary to the very 
existence of the Christian Church. 

We encounter here a difficulty, well known to all who have ex¬ 
amined this subject, ii? combining into one continuous narrative the 

1 See, for instance, tlie Memoir of the the sale of the meat, is given in Allen’s 
Rev. H. W. t'ox (I860 ), r 'pp. 123-1*25. Modem Judaism, chap. xxii. 

A short statement of the strict regu- 2 Gen. xliii. 32. 
lations of the modern Jews, in their 3 Acts x. 28. 

present dispersed state, concerning the 4 Acts xi. 3. 

slaughtering of animals for food and 4 Gal. ii. 12. 
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statements in the Epistle to the Galatians and in the Acts of*the 
Apostles. In the latter book we are informed of five distinct journeys 
made by the Apostle to Jerusaleni after the time of his conversion; 
—first, when he escaped from Damascus, and spent a fortnight with 
Peter secondly, when he took the collection from Antioch with 
Barnabas in the time of the famine ; 1 thirdly, on the occasion of the 
Council, which is now before u& in the fifteenth chapter of the Acft ; 
fourthly, in the interval between his second and third missionary 
journeys ; s and, fifthly, when the uproar was made in the Temple, 
and he was taken into the custody of the Roman garrison. 1 In thff 
Epistle to the Galatians, St. Papl speaks of two journeys to’Jeru- 
salem,—the first being ‘three years’ after his conversion, 5 the 
second ‘fourteen years’ 6 later, when his own Apostleship was 
asserted and recognised in a public meeting of the other Apostles. 7 
Now, while'we have no difficulty in stating, as we have done 
(p. 84), that the first journey of one account is the first journey of 
the other, theologians have been variously divided in opinion, as to 
whether the second jouifiey of the Epistle must bo identified with 
the second, third, or fourth of the Acts, or whether it is a separate 
journey, distinct from any of them. It is agreed by all that the 
fifth cannot possibly be intended. 8 The view we have adopted, that 
the second journey of the Epistle is-the third of the Acts, is that of 
the majority of the best critics and commentators. For the argu¬ 
ments by which it is justified, and for a full discussion of the whole 
subject, we must refer the reader to the Appendix. Somo of the 
arguments will be indirectly presented in the following narrative. 
So far as the circumstances combined together in the present 
chapter appear natural, consecutive, and coherent, so far some 
reason will be given for believing that we arc not following an 
arbitrary assumption or a fanciful theory. 

It is desirable to recur at the outset to the first instance of a 
Gentile’s conversion to Christianity. 0 After the preceding remarks, 
we are prepared to recognise the full significance of the emblema¬ 
tical 10 vision which St. Peter saw at Joppa. The trance into which 
he fell at the moment of his hunger,—the vast sheet descending 
from heaven,—the promiscuous assemblage of clean and unclean 
animals, 11 —the voice from heaven which said, ‘Arise, Peter, kill 
and cat,’—the whole of this imagery is invested with the deepest 
meaning, when we recollect all the details of religious and social life, 
which separated, up to that moment, the Gentile from the Jew, 
The words heard by St. Peter in his trance came like a shook on all 


1 P. 84. * P. 105. 

5 Acts xviii. 22. 

4 Acta xxi. Ac. 

5 Gal. i. 18. 

6 We take the ‘ fourteen' (Gal. ii. 1) 
to refer to the preceding journey, ami 
not to the conversion. This question, 
as well as that of the reading ‘ four,’ 
is discussed in the Appendix. Sec 

also the Chronological Table in the 
Appendix. 


7 Gal. ii. 1-10. 

6 Some writers, e.g. Paley and 
Schrader, have contended that an 
entirely different journey, not men¬ 
tioned in the Acts, is alluded to. 
This also is discussed in the Appendix, 

9 Acts » xi. 

10 The last emblematical visions (pro¬ 
perly so called) were those seen by the 
prophet JSaehariah. 

" See Levit. xi. 
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the'prejudices of his Jewish education. 1 He had never so 
the Law of his forefathers as to eat anything it condemned as u 
And though the same voice spoke to him ‘ a second time 
‘answered him from heaven,’ 3 — ‘ What God lias made cle 
call not thou common,’—it required a wonderful eombina 
natural 4 and supernatural evidence to convince him that Go< 
respecter of persons,’ but ‘ in every nation ’ accepts hn 
‘ feareth Him and worketh righteousness, ’ •>—that all sui 
tinctions as depend on ‘ meat and drink,’ on ‘ holy days, new ■ 
and sabbaths,’ were to pass away,—that, these things were < 
shadoSv of things to come,’—that ‘ the body is of Christ, 
that ‘ in Him we are complete . . . circumcised with a circui 
not made with hands . . . buried with him in baptism,’ an 
with Him through faith.® 

The Christians ‘of the circumcision ,’ 7 who travelled witl 
from Joppa to Caesarea, were ‘ astonished ’ when they saw ‘ i 
of the Holy Ghost poured out ’ on uncircumcised Gentile! 
much dissatisfaction was created in the Church, when intel 
of the whole transaction came to Jerusalem. On Peter’s < 
his having ‘gone in to men uncircumcised, and eaten with 
was arraigned as a serious violation of religious duty. W1 
Peter ‘ rehearsed the matter from the beginning, and expt 
it by order,’ appealing to the evidence of the ‘ six bre 
who had accompanied him,—his accusers were silent; i 
much conviction was produced at the time, that they ex| 
their gratitude to God, for His mercy in ‘ granting to the G 
repentance unto life .’ 8 But subsequent events too surely 
that the discontent at Jerusalem was only partially allayed, 
tation and perplexity began to arise in the minds of the . 
Christians, with scrupulous misgivings concerning the rectii 
St. Peter’s conduct, and an uncomfortable jealousy of the no 
verts. And nothing could be more natural than all this jc 
and perplexity. To us, with our present knowledge, it seen 
the slightest relaxation of a ceremonial law should have bei 
lingly and eagerly welcomed. But the view from the Jewish 
ing-point was very different. The religious difficulty in the 
of a Jew was greater than we can easily imagine. We ca 

1 The feeling of the Jews in nil ages lives; ” on llie contrary, ther< 
is well illustrated by tile following ami contamination too.’ — 
extract from a modern Jewish work : ,/t'trs and the Mosaic Law; 

* If we disregard this precept, and say, ‘ The forbidden Meats.’ Phila 

“ Wliat difference can it make to God 5594. 

if I eat the meat of an ox or swine ? ” - Acts x. 15. 

we offend against Ilis will, wc pollute 3 Acts xi. 9. 

ourselves by what goes into the mouth, 4 The coincidence of outwnrt 

and can consequently lay no longer a ami inward admonitions was ve 

claim to holiness; for the term “ holi- lar to the circumstances connect 

ness,” applied to mortals, means only St. Paul’s baptism by Ananias 

a framing of our desires by the will of mascus. See above, p. 77. 

God.Have we notesnough to 5 Acts x. 34, 35. 

cat without touching forbidden things V G See Col. ii. 8-23. 

Let me beseech my dear fellow-believers 7 Acts x. 45 with xi. 12. 

not to deceive themselves by saying, 8 Acts xi. 1—18. 

“ there is no sin in eating of aught that 
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believ% that the minds of many may have been perplexed by the 
words and the conduct of our Lord Himself : for He had not 
boon sent ‘save to the lost sheep of the house of Israel,’ and He 
had said that it was ‘ not meet to take the children’s bread and cast 
it to dogs.’ * Until St. Paul appeared before the Church in Jjjs 
true character as the Apostle of the uncircumcision, few understood 
that ‘ the law of the commandments contained in ordinances ’ had 
been abolished by the cross of Christ; 1 2 and that the ‘ other sheep,’ 
not of the Jewish fold, should be freely united to the 1 one ilot^c ’ by* 
the ‘ One Shepherd.’ 3 . 

The smouldering feeling of discontent, which had existetl from 
the first, increased and became more evident as now Gentile converts 
were admitted into the Church. To pass over all the other events 
of the interval which had elapsed since the baptism of Cornelius, 
the results of the recent journey of Paul and Barnabas through 
the cities of Asia Minor must liave excited a great commotion 
among the Jewish Christians. ‘ A deor of faith ’ had been opened 
‘unto the Gentiles.' 4 ‘He that wrought effectually in Peter to 
the Apostleship of the circumcision, the same had been mighty in 
Paul towards the Gentiles.’ 3 And we cannot well doubt that both 
he and Barnabas had freely joined in social intercourse with the 
Gentile Christians, at Antioch in i’isidia, at Iconium, Lystra, and 
Derbe, as Peter ‘ at the first ’ 0 ‘a good while ago ’ 7 had eaten with 
Cornelius at Caesarea. At Antioch in Syria, it seems evident that 
both parties lived together in amicable intercourse and in much 
‘freedom.’ 3 Nor, indeed, is this the city where wo should havo 
expected the Jewish controversy to have come to a crisis : for it was 
from Antioch that Paul and Barnabas had first been sent as mission¬ 
aries to the Heathen : 0 and it was at Antioch that Greek proselytes 
had first accepted the truth, 10 and that the united body of believers 
had first been called ‘ Christians.’ 11 

Jerusalem was tho metropolis of the Jewish world. The exclusive 
feelings which tho Jews carried w'ith them wherever they were 
diffused, were concentrated in Jerusalem in their most intense 
degree. It was there, in the sight of the Temple, and with all the 
recollections of their ancestors surrounding their daily life, that tho 
impatience of the Jewish Christians kindled into burning indigna¬ 
tion. They saw that Christianity, instead of being tho purest and 
holiest form of Judaism, wiis rapidly becoming a universal and 
indiscriminating religion, in which the Jewish element would bo 
absorbed and lost. This revolution could not appear to them in 
any other light than as a rebellion against all they had been taught 
to hold inviolably sacred. And since there was no doubt that 
the great instigator of this change of opinion was that Saul of Tarsus 
whom they had once known as a young pharisee at the ‘ feet of 
Gamaliel,’ the contest took the form of an attack made by ‘ certain 

1 Matt. xv. 24, 26. 7 Acts xvt7. 

2 Eph. ii. 16. 6 See Gal. ii. 4. 

* Not literally ‘ one fold.” John x. 10. 9 Acts xiii. 1, &c 

4 Acts xiv. 27. 10 Acts xi. 19-21. 

5 Gal. ii. 8 . 11 Acts xi. 26, 

6 Acta xv. 14. 



166- The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. [ch. 

of the sect of the Pharisees ’ upon St. Paul. The battle whjph had 
been fought and lost in the ‘ Cilician synagogue ’ was now to be 
renewed within the Church itself. 

Some of the ‘ false brethren ’ (for such is the name which St. 
P$ul gives to the Judaisers l ) went down 1 from Judina’ to Antioch. * 
The course they adopted, in the first instance, was not that of open 
antagonism to St. Paul, but rather of clandestine intrigue. They 
came as ‘ spies ’ into an enemy’s camp, creeping in ‘ unawares,’ ■* 
“Chat they might ascertain how far the Jewish Law had been relaxed 
by the Christians at Antioch ; their purpose being to bring the whole 
Ohurcli, if possible, under the ‘ bondage ’ of the Mosaic yoke. It 
appears that they remained some considerable time at Antioch, 4 
gradually insinuating, or openly inculcating, their opinion that the 
observance of the Jewish Law was necessary to sal ratio'll. It is very 
important to observe the exact form which their teaching assumed. 
They did not merely recommend or enjoin, for prudential reasons, 
the continuance of certain ceremonies in themselves indifferent : but 
they said, ‘ Except ye bo circumcised after the manner of Moses, 
ye cannot be saved.' Such a doctrine must have been instantly 
opposed by St. Paul with his utmost energy. He was always ready 
to go to the extreme verge of charitable concession, when the 
question was one of peace and mutual understanding : but when tho 
very foundations of Christianity were in danger of being under¬ 
mined, when the very continuance of ‘ the truth of the Gospel ’ J 
was in jeopardy, it was impossible that he should ‘ give place by 
subjection,’ even ‘ for an hour.’ 

The ‘ dissension and disputation ,’ 6 which arose between Paul and 
Barnabas and the false brethren from Jiuhea, resulted in a general 
anxiety and perplexity among the Syrian Christians. The minds of 
‘those who from among the Gentiles were turned unto God’ wero 
‘ troubled ’ and unsettled . 7 Those ‘ words ’ which ‘ perverted the 
Gospel of Christ ’ tended also to ‘ subvert the souls ’ of those who 
heard them . 8 Tt was determined, therefore, ‘ that Paul and Barna¬ 
bas, with certain others, should go up to Jerusalem unto the 
Apostles and elders about this question.’ It was well known that 
those who were disturbing the peace of the Church had their head¬ 
quarters in Judtea. Such a theological party could only be success¬ 
fully met in the stronghold of Jewish nationality. Moreover, the 
residence of the principal Apostles was at Jerusalem, and the com¬ 
munity over which ‘James’ presided was still regarded as the 
Mother-Church of Christendom. 

In addition to this mission with which St. Paul was entrusted by 
the Church at Antioch, he received an intimation of the Divine 
Will, communicated by direct revelation. Such a revelation at so 
momentous a crisis must appear perfectly natural to all who believe 
that Christianity was introduced into the world by the immediate 
power of God. If ‘ q.man of Macedonia ’ appeared to Paul in the 

1 Gal. U. 4. perfect in the Greek. Compare xiv. 28. 

* Acts xv. 1. 5 Gal. ii. 5. 8 Acta xv. 2. 

8 Gal. ii. 4. 7 Acts xv. 19. 

* This may be inferred from the im- * Gal. i. 7. Acts xv. 24. 
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visions of the night, when he was about to carry the Gospel from 
Asia iftto Europe : 1 * if ‘ the angel of God ’ stood by him in the night, 
when the ship that was conveying him to Rome was in danger of 
sinking ; 3 we cannot wonder when he tells us that, on this occasion, 
when he ‘went up to Jerusalem with Barnabas,’ he went ‘by 
revelation .’ 3 And we need not bo surprised, if we lind that gt. 
Paul’s path was determined by two different causes ; that he went 
to Jerusalem partly because the Church deputed him, and partly 
because he was divinely admonished. Such a combination and co¬ 
operation of the natural and the supernatural we have observed 
above , 4 in the case of that vision which induced St. Peter to go 
from Joppa to Csesarea. Nor in adopting this view of St. Paul’s 
journey from Antioch to Jerusalem, need we feel any great difficulty 
—from this .circumstance, that the two motives which conspired to 
direct him are separately mentioned in different parts of Scripture, 
It is true that we are told in the Acts 3 * simply that it was ‘ de¬ 
termined’ at Antioch Jhat Paul should go to Jerusalem; and 
that in Galatians 0 wc are informed* by himself that ho went ‘ by 
revelation. ’ But we have an exact parallel in an earlier journey, 
already related , 7 from Jerusalem to Tarsus. In St. Luke’s narra¬ 
tive 8 * it is stated that ‘ the brethren,’ knowing the conspiracy against 
his life, ‘ brought hint down to Ciusarea and sent him forth;’ while 
in the speech of St. Paul himself," we are told that in a trance ho 
saw Jesus Christ, and received from Him a command to depart 
‘ quickly out of Jerusalem.’ 

Similarly directed from without and front within, he travelled to 
Jerusalem on the occasion before us. It would seem that his 
companions were carefully chosen with reference to the question 
in dispute. On the one hand was Barnabas, 10 a Jew and ‘a Levito’ 
by birth, 11 a good representative of the church of the circumcision. 
On the other hand was Titus, 1 " now first mentioned 13 in the course 
of our narrative, a convert from Heathenism, an uncircumcised 
‘Greek.’ From the expression used of the departure of this com¬ 
pany it seems evident that the majority of the Christians at Antioch 
were still faithful to the truth of the Gospel. Had the Judaisers 
triumphed, it would hardly have been said that Paul and his fellow- 
travellers were 1 brought on their way by the Church. ’ 11 Their 
course was along the great Roman Road, which followed the Ph<e- 
nician coast-line, and traces of which arc still seen on the cliffs over- 


1 Acts xvi. 9. 

8 Acts xxvii. 23. 

3 Gal. ii. 2. Schrader (who does not 
however identify this journey with that 
in Acts xv.) translates thus—* to make 
a revelation,’ which is a meaning the 
words can scarcely bear. 

4 Pp. 163, 164. 

5 Acts xv. 2. 

* Gal. ii. 2. 

7 Chap. HI. p. 87. 

8 Acts ix. 30. 

* Acts xxii. 17, 18. 

10 Acts xv. 2. 


11 Acts iv. 36. 

18 fial. ii, 1-5. 

13 Titus is not mentioned at uil in the 
Acts of the Apostles, anti besides the 
present Kpistlc and that to Titus him¬ 
self, he is only mentioned in 2 Cor. and 
2 Tim. »In a later part of this work 
he will be noticed more particularly as 
St. Paul’s ‘fellow-labourer’ (2 Cor. 
viii. 23). • 

14 Acts xv. 3. So tbe phrase in xv. 
40 may he reasonably adduced as a 
proof that the feeling of the majority 
was with Paul rather than Barnabas 
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hanging the sea: 1 and thence through the midland districts of 
Samaria and Judaea. When last we had occasion to mentiorf Phoe- 
nice, 2 we were alluding to those who were dispersed on the death of 
Stephen, and preached the Gospel ‘ to Jews only ’ on this part of the 
Syrian coast. Now, it seems evident that many of the Heathen 
Syro-Phoenicians had been converted to Christianity : for, as Paul 
and Barnabas passed through, ‘ declaring the conversion of the 
Gentiles, they caused great joy unto all the brethren.’ As regards 
the Samaritans, 3 we cannot be surprised that they who, when Philip 
first ‘preached Christ unto them,’ had received the Glad Tidings 
with ‘ great joy,’ should be ready to express their sympathy in the 
happiness of those who, like themselves, had recently been ‘aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel.’ 

Fifteen years * had- now elapsed since that memorable journey, 
when St. Paul left Jerusalem, with all the zeal of a Pharisee, to 
persecute and destroy the Christians in Damascus. 5 He had twice 
entered, as a Christian, the Holy City agaip. Both visits had been 
short and hurried, and surromi'ded with danger. The first was three 
years after his conversion, when he spent a fortnight with Peter, and 
escaped assassination by a precipitate flight to Tarsus. 0 The second 
was in the year 44, when Peter himself was in imminent danger, 
and when the messengers who brought the charitable contribution 
from Antioch were probably compelled to return immediately. 7 
Now St. Paul came, at a more peaceful period of the Church’s 
history, to be received as the successful champion of the Gospel, 
and as the leader of the greatest revolution which tho world has 
seen. It was now undeniable that Christianity had spread to a 
wide extent in the Gentile world, and that he had been the great 
instrument in advancing its progress. He came to defend his 
own principles and practice against an increasing torrent of op- 


1 Dr. Robinson passed two Roman 
milestones between Tyre and Sidon 
(iii. 415), and observed traces of Ro¬ 
man road between Sidon and Bevrout. 
See also Fisher’s Syria (i. 40) for a 
notice of the Via Antonina between 
Beyrout and Tripoli. 

* P. 97. Acts xi. 19, 20. It may 
be interesting here to allude to the 
journey of a Jew in the Middle Ages 
from Antioch to Jerusalem. It is pro¬ 
bable that the stations, the road, and 
the rate of travelling were the same, 
and the distribution of the Jews not 
very different. We find the following 
passage in the Itinerary of Benjamin 
of Tudela, who travelled in 1163 : ‘ Two 
days bring us from Antioch to Lega, 
which is Latachia, and contains about 
200 Jews, the principal of whom are R. 

Chiia and R. Joseph.One day’s 

journey to Gebal of the children of 
Ammon ; it contains about 150 Jews. 
.... Two days hence is Beyrut. The 
principal of its 50 Jewish inhabitants 


arc R. Solomon, R. Obadiah, and R. 
Joseph. It is hence one day’s journey 
to Saida, which is Sidon of Scripture 
[Acts xxvii. 3], a large city, with 
about 20 Jewish families. ... One 
day's journey to New Sur [Tyre, Acts 
xxi. 3], a very beautiful city. . . 

The Jews of Sur are ship-owners and 
manufacturers of the celebrated Tyrian 
glass. ... It is oiy? day hence to Acre 
[Ptolemais, Acts xxi. 7]. It is the 
frontier town of Palestine; and, in 
consequence of its situation on tho 
shore of the Mediterranean, and of its 
large port, it is the principal place of 
disembarkation of all pilgrims who 
visit Jerusalem by sea .’—Early Tra¬ 
vels to Palestine, pp. 78-81. 

3 See p. 65. 

< Gal. ii. 1, where we ought probably 
to reckon inclusively. See Appendix. 

6 See Chap. III. 

r > P. 83. Compare p. 163. 

7 P. 105. Compare p. 168. 
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position, which had disturbed him in his distant ministrations at 
Antioch, but the fountain-head of which was among the Pharisees 
at Jerusalem. 

The Pharisees had been the companions of St. Paul’s younger 
days. Death had made many changes in the course of fifteen years ; 
but some must have been there who had studied with him ‘ at die 
feet of Gamaliel. ’ Their opposition was doubtless embittered by 
remembering what he had been before his conversion. Nor do we 
allude here to those Pharisees who opposed Christianity. ThestP 
wero not the enemies whom St. Paul came to resist. The time was 
past«vhen the Jews, unassisted by the Roman power, could flxerciso 
a cruel tyranny over the Church. Its safety was no longer dependent 
on the wisdom or caution of Gamaliel. The great debates at Jeru¬ 
salem are no* longer between Jews and Christians in the Hellenistic 
synagogues, but between the Judaising and spiritual parties of the 
Christians themselves. Many of the Pharisees, after tlio example of 
St. Paul, had believed tlfat Jesus was Christ. 1 But they had not 
followed the example of their school-companion in the surrender of 
Jewish bigotry. The battle, therefore, which had once been fought 
without was now to be renewed within, the Church. It seems 
that, at the very first reception of Paul and Barnabas at Jerusalem, 
some of these Pharisaic Christians ‘ rose up,’ and insisted that the 
observance of Judaism was necessary to salvation. They said that 
it was absolutely * needful to circumcise ’ the new converts, and to 
• command them to keep the Law of Moses. ’ The whole course of 
►St. Paul’s procedure among the Gentiles was hero openly attacked. 
Barnabas was involved in the same suspicion and reproach ; and with 
regard to Titus, who was with them as the representative of the 
Gentilo Church, it was asserted that, without circumcision, ho could 
not hope to be partaker of the blessings of the Gospel. 

But far more was involved than any mere opposition, however 
factious, to individual missionaries, or than the severity of any con¬ 
ditions imposed on individual converts. The question of liberty or 
bondage for all future ages was to bo decided; and a convention of 
the whole Church at Jerusalem was evidently called for. In tho 
meantime, before ‘ the Apostles and elders came together to consider 
of this matter,’ 3 St. Paul had private conferences with tho more in¬ 
fluential members of the Christian community, 3 and especially with 
James, Peter, anil John, 4 the great Apostles and ‘Pillars ’ of the 
Church. Extreme caution and management were required, in con¬ 
sequence of tho intrigues of tho ‘false brethren,’ both in Jerusalem 
and Antioch. He was, moreover, himself tho great object of suspi¬ 
cion ; and it was his duty to use every effort to remove tho growing 
prejudice. Thus, though conscious of his own inspiration, and 
tenaciously holding the truth which ho kn^w to be essential, he yet 
acted with that prudence which was characteristic of his whole life, 4 
and which he honestly avows in the Epistle to the Galatians. 

If we may compare our own feeble imitations of Apostolic zeal 
and prudence with tho proceedings of the first founders of the 
‘ Acts xv. 6 . * Gal. ii. 9. 

* Acta xv. 6. » See, for instance, the sixth and 

G«L i. 2. seventeenth verses of Acts xxiii. 
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Church of Christ, we may say that these preliminary conferences 
were like the private meetings which prepare the way for a great 
religious assembly in England. Paul and Barnabas had been 
deputed from Antioch ; Titus was with them as a sample of Gentile 
conversions, and a living proof of their reality ; and the great end 
in view was to produce full conviction in the Church at large. At 
length the great meeting was summoned, 1 which was to settle the 
principles of missionary action among the Gentiles. It was a 
"Scene u of earnest debate, and perhaps in its earlier portion, of angry 
* disputing : ’ 3 but the passages which the Holy Spirit has caused 
to be recorded for our instruction are those which relate to the 
Apostles themselves,—the address of St. Peter, the narrative of 
Barnabas and Paul, and the concluding speech of St. James. 
These three passages must be separately considered in "the order of 
Scripture. 

St. Peter was the first of the Apostles who rose to address the as¬ 
sembly. 3 He gave his decision against th»‘Judaisers, and in favour 
of St. Paul. He reminded his hearers of the part which he himself 
had taken in admitting the Gentiles into the Christian Church. 
They were well aware, he said, that these recent converts in Syria 
and Cilicia were not the first Heathens who had believed the Gos¬ 
pel, and that he himself had been chosen by God to begin the work 
which St. Paul had only been continuing. The communication of 
the Holy Ghost was the true test of God’s acceptance : and God 
had shown that Ho was no respecter of persons, by shedding 
abroad the same miraculous gifts on Jew and Gentile, and purify¬ 
ing by faith the hearts of both alike. And then St. Peter went on 
to speak, in touching language, of the yoke of the Jewish Law. 
Its weight had pressed heavily on many generations of Jews, and 
was well known to the Pharisees who were listening at that 
moment. They had been relieved from legal bondage by the sal¬ 
vation offered through faith ; and it would be tempting God, to 
impose on others a burden which neither they nor their fathers 
had ever been able to bear. 

The next speakers were Paul and Barnabas. There was great 
silence through all the multitude, 4 and every eye was turned on 
the missionaries, while they gave the narrative of their journeys. 
Though Barnabas is mentioned here before Paul,'' it is most likely 

1 This meeting is described (Acts there was only one meeting, in which 
xv. O'} as consisting of the 1 Apostles the whole Church took part, although 
and Elders; ’ hut the decision after- only the ‘ Apostles and Elders’ are 
wards given is said to be the decision mentioned, 
of ‘ the Apostles and Elders with the 2 Acts xv. 7. 

whole Church’ (vcr. 22), and the 3 Acts xv. 7-11. 

decree was scut in the names of ‘the 4 Acts xv. 12. The im|>erfect, which 

Apostles, and Elders, and ^Brethren ’ is here used, implies attention to a con- 

(ver. 23). [The reading, however, in tinued narrative. 

this verse is disputed. See note below, ■' This order of the names in the nar- 
on tho superscription of tltu decree, p. native, xv. 12, and in the letter below. 
176-3 Bence we must suppose, cither ver. 25 (not in ver. 22), is a remarkable 
that the decision was made bv the exception to the phrase * Paul and 
synod of the Apostles and Elders, mid Barnabas,’ which has been usual since 
afterwards rati lied by another larger Acts xiii. See below, p. 176, n. 4. 
meeting of the whole Church, or that 
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that the latter was ‘ the chief speaker.’ But both of them appear 
to have addressed the audience.* They had much to relate of 
what they had done and seen together : and especially they made 
appeal to the miracles which God had worked among the Gentiles 
by them. Such an appeal must have been a persuasive argument 
to the Jew, who was familiar, in his ancient Scriptures, with nufny 
Divine interruptions of the coui^e of nature. These interferences 
had signalised all' the great passages of Jewish history. Jesus 
Christ had proved His Divine mission in the same manner. And 
the events at Paphos,* at Iconiijm, 3 and Lystra, 4 could not well bo 
regarded in any other light than as a proof that the same Power 
had been with Paul and Barnabas, which accompanied the words 
of Peter and John in Jerusalem and Judina. 5 

But the Opinion of another speaker still remained to be given. 
This was James, the brother of the Lord, 0 who, from the austere 
sanctity of his character, was commonly called, both by Jews and 
Christians, ‘James thtf Just.’ N*> judgment could have such 
weight with the Judaising party as his. Not only in the vehement 
language in which he denounced the sins of the age, but even in 
garb and appearance, he resembled John the Baptist, or one of the 
older prophets, rather than the other Apostles of the new dispen¬ 
sation. ‘ Like the ancient saints, even in outward aspect, with the 
austere features, the linen cphod, the bare feet, the long locks and 
unshorn head of thcNazarite,’ 7 —such, according to tradition, was the 
man who now came forward, and solemnly pronounced that Mosaic 
rites were not of eternal obligation. After alluding to the argu¬ 
ment of Peter (whose name we find him characteristically quoting 
in its Jewish form 5 ), lie turns to the ancient prophets, and adduces 
a passage from Amos 9 to prove that Christianity is the fulfilment 
of Judaism. And then he passes to the historical aspect of the 
subject, contending that this fulfilment was predetermined by God 
himself, and that the Jewish Dispensation was in truth the pre¬ 
paration for the Christian. 10 Such a decision, pronounced by one 
who stood emphatically on the confines of the two dispensations, 
came with great force on all who heard it, and carried with it the 
general opinion of the assembly to the conclusion that those ‘ who 
from among the Gentiles had turned unto God ’ should not be 
‘ troubled ’ with any Jewish obligations, except such as were 


* See vcr. 18, ‘ after they were silent.’ 

* Acts xiii. 11. 

3 Acts xiv. 8 . 

4 Acts xiv. 8 . 

5 Acta ii. v. ix. 

6 See Acts xv. 13-22. It is well 
known that there is much perplexity 
connected with those Apostles who bore 
the name of James. We are not re¬ 
quired here to enter into the investi¬ 
gation, and are content to adopt tin; 
opinion which is most probable. 

7 Stanley’s Sermons and Essays. &e., 
p. 295. We must refer here to the 
whole of the Sermon on the Epistle of 
St. James, and of the Essay on the Tra¬ 


ditions if James the Just , especially 
pp. 292, 302, 327. 

3 Acts xv. 1 1. So St. T’etcr names 
himself at the beginning of liis Second 
Epistle. 

9 Atnos ix. 11 , 12. We are not re¬ 
quired to express any opinion on the 
application of prophecy to the future 
destiny of the Jews; hut we must 
observe, that the Apostles themselves 
apply suah prophecies as this to the 
Christian Dispensation. See Acts ii. 

17 . 

19 ‘ Known from Hie beginning,* the. 

18. Compare Acts xvii. 20; Kom. i. 
2 j Eph. i. 10, iii. 9, 10 ; Col. i. 26. 
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necessary for peace and the mutual good understanding of the two 
parties. 

The spirit of charity and mutual forbearance is very evident in 
the decree which was finally enacted. Its spirit was that expressed 
by St. Paul in his Epistles to the Romans and Corinthians. He 
knW, and was persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that nothing is 
unclean of itself : but to him that esteemeth anything to be un¬ 
clean, to him it is unclean. He knew that an idol is nothing in 
the world, and that there is none other God but one. But all men 
have dot this knowledge : some could not eat that which had been 
offered in sacrifice to an idol without defiling their conscience. It 
is good to abstain from everything whereby a weaker brother may 
be led to stumble. To sin thus against our brethren is to sin 
against Christ.' In accordance with these principles- it was en¬ 
acted that the Gentile converts should be required to abstain from 
that which had been polluted by being offered in sacrifice to idols, 
from the flesh of animals whiqh had been strangled, and generally 
from the eating of blood. The reason for these conditions is stated 
in the verse to which particular allusion has been made at the 
beginning of the present chapter. 3 The Law of Moses was read 
every Sabbath in all the cities where the Jews were dispersed. 3 A 
due consideration for the prejudices of the Jews made it reason¬ 
able for the Gentile converts to comply with some of the restric¬ 
tions which the Mosaic Law and ancient custom had imposed on 
every Jewish meal. In no other way could social intercourse be 
built up and cemented between the two parties. If some forbear¬ 
ance were requisite on the part of the Gentiles in complying with 
such conditions, not less forbearance was required from the Jews 
in exacting no more. And to the Gentiles themselves the restric¬ 
tions were a merciful condition : for it helped them to disentangle 
themselves more easily from the pollutions connected with their 
idolatrous life. We are not merely concerned hero with the ques¬ 
tion of social separation, the food which was a delicacy 1 to the 
Gentile being abominated by the Jew,—nor with the difficulties of 
weak and scrupulous consciences, who might fear too close a con¬ 
tact between ‘ the table of tho Lord ’ and ‘ the table of Demons,’ 5 —• 
but this controversy had an intimate connection with the principles 
of universal morality. The most shameless violations of purity 
took place in connection with the sacrifices and feasts celebrated in 

1 Kom. xiv.; 1 Cor. viii. cause the Mosaic Law was universally 

3 Above, p. 161. There is some read, and from immemorial usage, in 
difference of opinion as to the connec- the synagogue. The direct violation 
tion of this verse with the context, of its’most vital principles by any of 
Some consider it to imply that, while those who joined in the common wor- 
it was necessary to urge these con- ship would be incongruous, and of 
ditions on the Gentiles, it was needless course highly offensive to the more 
to say anything to the Jews*' on the zealous Mosaists.’ — Hist, of Chris- 
subject, since they had the Law of tianity, vol. i. p. 426, n. 

Moses, and knew its requirements. 3 Acts xv. 21. 

Dean Milman infers that the regula- 4 We learn from Atlienseus that the 
tions were made because the Christians meat from ‘things strangled ’ was re¬ 
in general met in the same places of garded as a delicacy among the Greeks, 
religious worship with the Jews. 8 1 Cor. x. 21. 

‘These provisions were necessary, be- 
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honouj- of heathen divinities.' Everything, therefore, which tended 
to keep the Gentile converts even from accidental or apparent 
association with these scenes of vice, made their own recovery from 
pollution more easy, and enabled the Jewish converts to look on 
their new Christian brethren with less suspicion and antipathy. 
This seems to be the reason why we find an acknowledged iin 
mentioned in the decree along with ceremonial observances which 
were meant to be only temporary 3 and perhaps local. 3 We must 
look on the whole subject from the Jewish point of view, and con* 
sider how violations of morality and contradictions of the cere¬ 
monial law were associated together in the Gentile world. It is 
hardly necessary to remark that much additional emphasis iB given 
to the moral part of the decree, when we remember that it was 
addressed to those who lived in close proximity to the profligate 
sanctuaries of Antioch and Paphos. 4 

We have said that the ceremonial part of the decree was intended 
for a temporary and perhaps only a Ipcal observance. It is not for 
a moment implied that any Jewish ceremony is necessary to salva¬ 
tion. On the contrary, the great principle was asserted, once for all, 
that man is justified, not by the Law, but by faith : one immediate 
result was that Titus, the companion of Paul and Barnabas, ‘ was 
not compelled to be circumcised. ’ 5 His caso was not like that of 
Timothy at a later period, 0 whose circumcision was a prudential 
accommodation to circumstances, without endangering the truth of 
the Gospel. To have circumcised Titus at the time of the meeting 
in Jerusalem, would have been to have asserted that ho was ‘ bound 
to keep the whole Law.’ 7 And when the alternative was between 
‘ the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free,’ and the reimposi¬ 
tion of ‘ the yoke of bondage,’ St. Paul’s language always was,” 
that if Gentile converts were circumcised, Christ could ‘ profit them 
nothing.’ By seeking to be justified in the Law, they fell from 
grace. 0 In this firm refusal to comply with the demand of the 
Judaisers, the caso of all future converts from Heathenism was 
virtually involved. It was asserted, onco for all, that in the Chris¬ 
tian Church there is ‘ neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor un¬ 
circumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bond, nor free ; but that Christ 
is all and in all. ’ 10 And St. Paul obtained the victory for that 
principle, which, we cannot doubt, will hereafter destroy the dis¬ 
tinctions that are connected with the institution of slavery in 
America and of cakto in India. 

Certain other points decided in this meeting had a more direct 
personal reference to St. Paul himself. His own independent 


1 See Tholuck, in his Nature and 
Moral Influence of Heathenism, part 
iii. 

* We cannot, however, be surprised 
that one great branch of the Christian 
Church takes a different view. The 
doctrine of the Greek Church, both 
Ancient and Modern, is in harmony 
with the letter, as well as the spirit, of 
the Apostolic council. 

* Ai least the decree (Acts XV 23) 


is addressed only to (lie churches of 
* Syria and Cilicia ; ’ and we do not 
sec the subject alluded to again after 
xvi. 4. 

4 See above, pp. 103 and 126. 

5 Gal. ii.41. 

8 Acts xvi. 3. 

7 Gal. v. 3. 

8 Gal. v. 2. 

» Gal. v. 4. 

>o Col. iii. 11. 
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mission had been called in- question. Some, perhaps, said tfyat he 
was antagonistic to the Apostles at Jerusalem, others that he was 
entirely dependent on them.' All the Judaisers agreed in blaming 
his course of procedure among the Gentiles. This course was now 
entirely approved by the other Apostles. His independence was 
fully recognised. Those who were universally regarded as ‘ pillars 
of the truth,’ James, Peter, and John, 2 gave to him and Barnabas 
the right hand of fellowship, and agreed that they should be to the 
Heathen what themselves were to the Jews. Thus was St. Paul 
publicly acknowledged as the Apostle of the Gentiles, and openly 
placed rn that position from which' ‘ he shall never more go out,’ 
as a pillar of the Temple of the ‘ New Jerusalem,’ inscribed with 
the ‘ New Name ’ which proclaims the union of all mankind in one 
Saviour. 3 

One of those who gave the right hand of fellowship to St. Paul, 
was the ‘beloved disciple’ of that Saviour. 4 This is the only 
meeting of St. Paul and St. John recorded in Scripture. It is, 
moreover, the last notice which we find there of the life of St. John, 
until the time of the apocalyptic vision in the island of Patmos. 
For both these reasons the mind seizes eagerly on the incident, 
though it is only casually mentioned in the Epistle to the Galatians. 
Like other incidental notices contained in Scripture, it is very 
suggestive of religious thoughts. St. John had been silent during 
the discussion in the public assembly ; but at the close of it he 
expressed his cordial union with St. Paul in ‘ the truth of the 
Gospel.’ 6 That union has been made visible to all ages by the 
juxtaposition of their Epistles in the same Sacred Volume. They 
stand together among the pillars of the Holy Temple ; and the 
Church of God is thankful to learn how Contemplation may be 
united with Action, and Faith with Love, in the spiritual life. 

To the decree with which Paul and Barnabas were charged, one 
condition was annexed, with which they gladly promised to comply. 
We have already had occasion to observe (p. 54) that the Hebrews 
of Judaea were relatively poor, compared with those of the dispersion, 
and that the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem were exposed to peculiar 
sufferings from poverty ; and we have seen Paul and Barnabas once 
before the bearers of a contribution from a foreign city for their 
relief (p. 105). They were exhorted now to continue the same 
charitable work, and in their journeys among the Gentiles and the 
dispersed Jews, ‘ to remember the poor ’ at Jervfealem. 8 In proof 

1 The charges brought against St. the peculiarity of ancient architecture, 

Paul by the Judaisers were very vari- which was characterised by vertical 
ous at different times. columns, supporting horizontal en- 

2 It should be carefully observed tablatures. Inscriptions were often 

here that James is mentioned first of engraved on these columns. Hence 
these Apostles who were «pillars,’ and the words in the passage quoted from 
that Peter is mentioned bv the name Revelations: * I will write upon him 
of Cephas, as in 1 Cor. i. 12*. .... my new name.’ 

3 See Rev. iii. 12. The Same nieta- 4 Gal. ii. 9. " Cal. u. 6. 

phor is found in 1 Tim. iii. 1ft, where 6 ‘Only that we should remember 
Timothy is called (for this seems the the poor; which also 1 was forward 
natural interpretation), ‘a pillar anil to do,’ Gal. ii. 10, where the change 
support of the truth.’ In these pas- from the plural to the singular should 
sages it is important to bear in mind be noticed. Is this because Barnabas 
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of St.JPaul’s faithful discharge of this promise, we need only aflude 
to his steal in making ‘ the contribution for the poor saints at Jeru¬ 
salem ’ in Galatia, Macedonia, and Achaia, 1 and to that last journey 
to the Holy Land, when he went, ‘ after many years,’ to take ‘ alma 
to his nation.’ 2 It is more important hereto consider (what indeed 
we have mentioned before) the effect which this charitable exertion 
would have in binding together the divided parties in the Church. 
There cannot be a doubt that the Apostles had this result in view. 
Their anxiety on this subject is the best commentary on the spirit 
in which they had met on this great occiision ; and we may rest 
assured that the union of tlie’Gentile and Jewish Christjans was 
largely promoted by the benevolent efforts which attended the dif¬ 
fusion of the Apostolic Decree. 

Thus the. controversy being settled, Paul’s mission to the Gen¬ 
tiles being fully recognised, and his method of communicating the 
Gospel approved by the other Apostles, and the promise being 
given, that, in their journeys among the Heathen, they would re¬ 
member the necessities of the Hebretv Christians in Judiea, the two 
missionaries returned from Jerusalem to Antioch. They carried 
with them the decree which was to give peace to the consciences 
that had been troubled by the Judaising agitators ; and the two 
companions, Judas and Silas, 3 who travelled with them, wero em¬ 
powered to accredit their commission and character. It seems also 
that Mark was another companion of Paul and Barnabas on tliif 
journey; for the last time we had occasion to mention his name 
was when he withdrew from Pamphylia to Jerusalem (p. 128), and 
presently we see him once more with his kinsman at Antioch .* 

The reception of the travellers at Antioch was full of joy and 
satisfaction. 5 The whole body of the Church was summoned to¬ 
gether to hear the reading of the letter ; and we can well imagino 
the eagerness with which they crowded to listen, and the thank¬ 
fulness and ‘ consolation ’ with which such a communication was 
received, after so much anxiety and perplexity. The letter indeed 
is almost as interesting to us as to them, not only because of tho 
principle asserted and the results secured, but also because it is the 
first document preserved to us from the acts of the Primitive 
Church. The words of tho original document, literally translated, 
are as follows :— 

was soon afterwards separated from 1-4. ‘It hath pleased them of Mace- 
St. Paul (Acts xv.39), who had thence- donia and Aehaia,'&e. Koin. xv. 25, 
forth to prosecute the charitable work 20. See 2 Cor. viii. ix. 
alone? 2 Acts xxiv. 17. 

1 ‘As I have given order to the 3 Acts xv. 22, 27, 32. 

Churches of tialatia,’ dro., 1 Cor. xvi. 4 Acts xv. 37. 5 Acts xv 3!. 
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‘ The Apostles, and the Elders, and the Brethren, 1 1,™ 
to the Gentile Brethren in Antioch, and Syria, as 
and Cilicia, Greeting. 2 

‘ Whereas we have heard that certain men who 24 
went out from us have troubled you with words, 
and unsettled your souls 3 by telling you to cir¬ 
cumcise yourselves and keep the Law although we 
gave them no such commission : 

1 It has been determihed by us, being assembled 25 
with one accord, to choose some from amongst our¬ 
selves and send them to you with our beloved 4 
Barnabas and Saul, men that have offered up their 26 
lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We 27 
have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who themselves 
also 5 will tell you by word the same which we tell 
you by letter. 

‘ For it has been determined by the Holy Spirit 28 
and by us, to lay upon you no greater burden than 
these necessary things: that ye abstain from meats 29 
offered to idols, and from blood, and from things 
strangled, and from fornication. Wherefrom if ye 
keep yourselves it shall be well with you. Farewell.’ 


The encouragement inspired by this letter would be increased by 
the sight of Judas and Silas, who were ready to confirm its contents 
by word of mouth. These two disciples remained some short time 
at Antioch. They were possessed of that power of ‘prophecy’ 
which was one of the forms in which the Holy Spirit made His 
presence known: and the Syrian Christians were ‘exhorted and 
confirmed’ by the exercise of this miraculous gift. 0 The minds of 
all were in great tranquillity when the time came for the return of 
these messengers ‘ to the Apostles ’ at Jerusalem. Silas, however, 


1 We adhere to the Textus Recep- 
tus, although the before ‘Bre¬ 

thren’ is omitted in many weighty 
MSS. But it is supported bv Chry¬ 
sostom, by several of the uncial MSS., 
and by many of tlie most ancient ver¬ 
sions. Its omission might have been 
caused bv hierarchical tendencies. It 
shout 1 be observed that the phrase 
without the conjunction is entirely un¬ 
known elsewhere, which is a strong 
argument against its being the *torrect 
1-Cadi n ; here. Also the omission ap¬ 
pears to render the superscription of 
this document inconsistent with the 
enumeration of the three distinct 
parties to it in verse 22. 

s ‘Greeting.’ The only other place 
where this salutation occurs is James 
j # l » an undesigned coincidence, tend¬ 


ing to prove the genuineness of this 
document. 

3 Although the best MSS. omit the 
words ‘ by telling .... Law,’ yet we 
think they cannot pbssibly be an inter¬ 
polation. 

* It is another undesigned coinci¬ 
dence, that, the names of these two 
Apostles are here in the reverse order 
to that which, in St. Luke’s narrative 
(except when he speaks of Jerusalem), 
they have assumed since chap. xiii. 
In the view of the Church at Jerusalem, 
Paul’s name would naturally come alter 
that of Barnabas. See above, p. 170, n. 5. 

a The present participle may be ex¬ 
plained by the ancient idiom of letter¬ 
writing, by which the writer transferred 
himself into the time-of the reader. 

6 Acts xv. 32. Compare xiii. 1. 
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either remained at Antioch or soon came back thither . 1 JSTe was 
destined, as we shall see, to become the companion of St. Paul, and 
to be at the beginning of the second missionary journey what Bar¬ 
nabas had been at the beginning of the first. 

Two painful scenes were witnessed at Antioch before the Apostle 
started on that second journey. We are informed* that Paul and 


Barnabas protracted their stay in this city, and were diligently 
occupied, with many others, in making the glad tidings of the 
Gospel known, and in the general work of Christian instruction.. 
It is in this interval of time that we must place that visit of St. 


Peter to Antioch, 3 which St. Paul mentions in the Epistle to the 
Galatians, 4 immediately after his notice of the affairs of the Coun¬ 


cil. It appears that Peter, having come to Antioch for some 


reason which is unknown to us, 5 * lived at first in free and un¬ 


restrained intercourse with the Gentile converts, meeting them in 
social friendship, and eating with them, in full consistency with 
the spirit of the recent Decree, and with his own conduct in the 
case of Cornelius. At ^his time cchtain Jewish brethren came 


1 from James,’ who presided over the Church at Jerusalem. 
Whether they w r ere really sent on some mission by the Apostle 
James, or we are merely to understand that they came from Jeru¬ 
salem, they brought with them their old Hebrew repugnance 
against social intercourse with the uncircumcised ; and Peter in 
their society began to vacillate. In weak compliance with their 
prejudices, ho 1 withdrew and separated himself ’ from those whom 
he had lately treated as brethren and equals in Christ. Just as in 
an earlier part of his life he had first asserted his readiness to fol¬ 
low his Master to death, and then denied him through fear of a 
maid-servant,—so now, after publicly protesting against the notion 
of making any difference between the Jew and the Gentile, and 
against laying on the neck of the latter a yoke which the former 
had never been able to bear," we find him contradicting his own 
principles, and ‘ through fear of those who were of the circum¬ 
cision ’ 7 giving all the sanction of his example to the introduction 
of cade into the Church of Christ. 


1 Acts xv. 31. The reading here is 
doubtful. The question, however, is 
immaterial. If the verse is genuine, 
it modifies the phrase 1 they were let 
go ’ in the preceding verse ; if not, we 
have merely to suppose that Silas went 
to Jerusalem and then returned. 

8 Acts xv. 35. 

3 Neander places this meeting of 

Peter and Paul later; but his reasons 
are far from satisfactory. From the 
order of narration in the Epistle to the 
Galatians, it is most natural to infer 
that the meeting at Antioch took place 
soon after the Council at Jerusalem. 
Some writers wish to make it anterior 

to the Council, from an unwillingness 

to believe that St. Peter would have 
acted in this manner after the Decree. 

Hut it is a sufficient answer to this ob¬ 


jection to say that his conduct here was 
equally inconsistent with his own pre¬ 
vious conduct in the ease of Cornelius. 

Ahp. VVhately (in the work quoted 
below, p. 1711, n. I!) assumes that Peter 
went to moot Paul at Jerusalem after the 
scene at Antioch, and sees a close resem¬ 
blance between Peter's words (Acts xv. 
11) and those of Paul (Gal. ii. 11-1(1). 

1 Gal. ii. 11, &c. 

5 The tradition which represents 
Peter as having held the See of An¬ 
tioch before that of Home has been 
mentioned before, p. 10(1, n. 1. Tillc- 
mont placet^ the period of this episco¬ 
pate about 3G-42, A.n. He says it is 
‘ unc chose asscz cmbarrassdc; ’ and 
it is certainly difficult to reconcile it 
with Scripture. 

n Ants xv. 9, 10. 


7 Gal. ii. 12. 
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Such conduct could not fail to excite in St. Paul the utmost in¬ 
dignation. St. Peter was not simply yielding a non-essential point, 
through a tender consideration for the consciences of others. This 
would have been quite in accordance with the principle so often 
asserted by his brother-Apostle, that i it is good neither to eat flesh 
n<$r to drink wine, nor anytliing whereby thy brother stumbleth, or 
is made weak.’ Nor was this proceeding a prudent and innocent 
accommodation to circumstances,* for the sake of furthering the 
^Gospel, like St. PauPs conduct in circumcising Timothy at Ico- 
nium # ; 1 or, indeed, like the Apostolic Decree itself. St. Peter 
was acting under the influence of ar contemptible and sinful motive, 
—the fear of man : and his behaviour was giving a strong sanction 
to the very heresy which was threatening the existence of the 
Church ; namely, the opinion that the observance of Jewish cere¬ 
monies was necessary to salvation. Nor was this all. Other Jewish 
Christians, as was naturally to be expected, were led away by his 
example : and even Barnabas, the chosen companion of the Apostle 
of the Gentiles, who had bebn a witness and an actor in all the 
great transactions in Cyprus, in Pisidia, and Lycaonia,—even 
Barnabas, the missionary, was 1 carried away ’ with the dissimula¬ 
tion of the rest. 2 When St. Paul was a spectator of such incon¬ 
sistency, and perceived both the motive in which it originated and 
the results to which it was leading, he would have been a traitor to 
his Master’s cause, if he had hesitated (to use his own emphatic 
words) to rebuke Peter ‘ before all,’ and to 4 withstand him to the 
face. ’ 3 

It is evident from St. PauPs expression, that it was on some 
public occasion that this open rebuke took place. The scene, 
though slightly mentioned, is one of the most remarkable in 
Sacred History : and the mind naturally labours to picture to 
itself the appearance of the two men. It is, therefore, at least 
allowable to mention here that general notion of the forms and 
features of the two Apostles, which has been handed down in 
tradition, and was represented by the early artists. 4 St. Paul 5 


1 Acts xvi. 3. 2 Gal. ii. 13. 

» Gal. ii. 14, 11. 

We can only allude to the opinion 
of some early writers, that the whole 
scene was pre-arranged between Peter 
and Paul, and that there was no real 
misunderstanding. Even Chrysostom 
advocates this unchristian view. 

4 For the representations of St. 
Peter and St. Paul in early pictures and 
mosaics, see the first volume of Mrs. 
Jameson’s Sacred and legendary Art , 
especially pp. 145, 159, 161 A 162. 201. 
They correspond with the tradition¬ 
ary "descriptions referred to in the next 
'note. ‘ St. Peter is a robvat old man, 
with a broad forehead, and rather coarse 
features, an open undaunted counte¬ 
nance, short gray hair, and short thick 
beard, curled, and of a silvery white. 
Paul was a man of small and meagre 

stature, with an aquiline nose, and 


sparkling eyes : in the Greek type the 
face is long and oval, the forehead 
high and bald; the hair brown, the 

beard long, flowing, and pointed. 

These traditional characteristic types 
of the features apd person of the two 
greatest Apostles were long adhered 
to. We find them most strictly fol¬ 
lowed in the old Greek mo aics, in the 
early Christian sculpture, and the early 
pictures, in all which the sturdy dig¬ 
nity and broad rustic features of St. 
Peter, and the elegant contemplative 
head of St. Paul, who looks like a 
Greek philosopher, form a most inter¬ 
esting and suggestive contrast.’ The 
dispute at Antioch is the subject of a 
picture by Guido. See p. 167. 

6 The descriptions of St. Paul’s ap¬ 
pearance bj T Malalas and Nicephoros 
are given at length in the larger edi¬ 
tions. 
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is set before us as having the strongly marked and prominent 
features of a Jew, yet not without some of the liner lines indicative 
of Greek thought. His stature was diminutive, and his body dis¬ 
figured by some lameness or distortion, which may have provoked 
the contemptuous expressions of his enemies. 1 2 His beard was long 
and thin. His head was bald. The characteristics of his fi* 3 o 
were, a transparent complexion, which visibly betrayed the quick 
changes of his feelings, a bright gray eye under thickly overhanging 
united eyebrows,- a cheerful and whining expression of countenance, 
which invited the approach and inspired the confidence of strangers.* 
It would be natural to infer, 3 •from his continual journeys and 
manual labour, that he was possessed of great strength of constitu¬ 
tion. But men of delicate health liave often gone through the greatest 
exertions: 4 y.nd his own words on more than one occasion show 
that he suffered much from bodily infirmity. 4 St. Peter is repre¬ 
sented to 11 s as a man of huger and stronger form, as his character 
was harsher and more abrupt. The quick impulses of his soul re¬ 
vealed themselves in the flashes of ;i dark eye. The complexion 
of bis face was pale and sallow : and the short hair, which is de¬ 
scribed as entirely gray at the time of his death, curled black and 
thick round his temples and his chin, when the two Apostles stood 
together at Antioch, twenty years before their martyrdom. 

Believing, as we do, that these traditionary pictures have pro¬ 
bably some foundation in truth, we gladly take them as helps to 
the imagination. And they certainly assist us in realising a re¬ 
markable scene, where Judaism and Christianity, in the persons of 
two Apostles, are for a moment brought before us in strong an¬ 
tagonism. The words addressed by St. Paul to St. Peter before 
the assembled Christians at Antioch, contain the full statement of 
the Gospel as opposed to the Law. * If thou, being born a Jew, 
art wont to live 0 according to the customs of the Gentiles and not 
of the Jews, why wouldest thou now constrain the Gentiles to keep 
the ordinances of the Jews i We are Jews by birth, and not un¬ 
hallowed Gentiles ; yet, knowing that a man is not justified by the 


1 See above, p. 152. 

2 See above, p. 119, n. 0. 

3 See Acts xx. 7; 1 'floss. ii. 9; 
2 Thess. iii. 8 ; 2 Cor xi. 28-28. See 
Tholuck’s Essay on St. Paul's early 
Life, for some speculations on the 
Apostle's temperament. 

4 The instance of Alfred the (treat 
may be rightly alluded to. His bio¬ 
grapher, Asser, says that from his 
youth to his death he was always 
either Buffering pain or expecting it. 

4 See 2 Cor. xii. 7; Gal. iv. 18, l b 
A spiritual sense is assigned to 
the word ‘live’ in this passage, by 
Ahp. Whately (Lectures on the Cha¬ 
racters of our Lord’s Apostles, 1858, 
p. 11)31, and by lip. Hinds ( Scripture 
and the Authorised Version , 1858, p. 
18). The Archbishop says, rather 


strongly, that lie believes that ‘any 
competent judge, who candidly ex¬ 
amines the original,’ will acknowledge 
the following to be the true souse of 
the passage: ‘If thou, though a dew 
by birth, yet hast life (i.e. spiritual 
life ) on the same terms as the Gen¬ 
tiles, and not by virtue of thy being a 
dew, why dost thou urge the Gentiles 
to dudaise ?’ It is, however, certain 
that many competent persons have ex¬ 
amined the passage carefully without 
coming tp this conclusion ; and we can¬ 
not see that there is any real difficulty 
in following the natural translation of 
the words**—‘ If thou art in the habit 
of living with the freedom of a Gentile 
ami not the strictness of a dew, why 
dost thou attempt to coerce the Gen¬ 
tiles into Judaism V 


o 
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worts of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, we ourselves also 
have put our faith in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by 
the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law. For by the 
works of the law gl)all no fifip hr jutfltfirtr.’ 1 These sentences con¬ 
tain in a condensed form the whole argument of the Epistles to the 
Galatians and Romans. 

Though the sternest indignation is expressed in this rebuke, we 
have no reason to Buppose that any actual quarrel took place between 
the two Apostles. It is not improbable that St. Peter was immedi¬ 
ately gonvinced of his fault, and melted at once into repentance. 
His mind was easily susceptible of quick and sudden changes ; his 
disposition was loving and generous : and we should expect his con¬ 
trition, as well as his weakness, at Antioch, to be what it was in the 
high-priest’s house at Jerusalem. Yet, when we read the narrative 
of this rebuke in St. Paul’s epistle, it is a relief to tarn to that 
passage at the conclusion of one of St. Peter’s letters, where, in 
speaking of the ‘ long-suffering of our Lord,’ and of the prospect of 
sinless happiness in the world to come, he alludes, in touching 
words, to the Epistles of ‘ our beloved brother Paul .’ 2 We see how 
entirely all past differences are forgotten,—how all earthly mis¬ 
understandings are absorbed and lost in the contemplation of Christ 
and eternal life. Not only did the Holy Spirit overrule all con¬ 
trarieties, so that the writings of both Apostles teach the Church 
the same doctrine : but the Apostle who was rebuked ‘is not ashamed 
to call the attention of the Church to epistles in one page of which 
his own censure is recorded.’ 3 It is an eminent triumph of Chris¬ 
tian humility and love. We shall not again have occasion to mention 
St. Peter and St. Paul together, until we come to the last scene of 
all. 4 But, though they might seldom meet whilst labouring in their 
Master’s cause, their lives were united, ‘ and in their deaths they 
were not divided.’ 



Coin of Antioch.* 


1 The quotation is from Psalm cxliii. 
2 , which is also quoted in the same 
connection, Rom. iii. 20. There is 
much difference of opinion among com¬ 
mentators on Gal. ii. as to 4 he point 
where Paul’s address to Peter termi¬ 
nates. Manv writers think it continues 
to the end or the chapter. We are in¬ 
clined to believe that it ends at ver. 16 ; 
and that the word which follow are 
intended to meet doctrinal objections 
(similar to those in Rom. iii. 3, 6, vi. 1, 
15, vii. ", 13) which the Galatians 


might naturally be supposed to make. 

'•* 2 Pet. iii. 15, 16, 

3 Dr. Vaughan’s Harrow Sermont 
(1846), p. 410. 

4 The martyrdom at Rome. See 
Mrs. Jameson’s Work, especially pp. 
180-183, 193-195. 

3 From the British Museum. See 
Mr. ScharPs drawing facing p. 103, 
and what is said there of the emblema¬ 
tical representation of Antioch. On 
this coin the seated figure bears a palm- 
branch, as the emblem of victory. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

• 

Political Divisions of Asia Minor.—Difficulties of the Subject.—Provinces in the 
Reigns of Claudius and Nero. — I. ASIA.—II. MTHYNIA.— Ill. I‘AM-* 
PHYLIA.—IV. GALATIA.—V. 1J0NTUS.—VI. CAPPADOCIA. —VII. 
CILICIA.—Visitation of the Churches proposed.—Quarrel and Sepamtion of 
Paul and Barnabas.—Paul and Silas in Cilicia.—They cross the Taurus.— 
Lystra.—Timothy : bis Circumcision.—Journey through Phrygia.—Sickness 
of St. Paul.—His Reception in Galatia.—Journey to the ACgca'n.—Alexandria 
Troas.—St. Paul’s Vision. 

The life of St. Paul, being that of a traveller, and our purpose being 
to give a picture of the circumstances Jby which ho was surrounded, 
it is often necessary to refer to the geography, both physical and 
political, of the countries through which he passed. This is the 
more needful*in*the case of Asia Minor, not only because it was the 
scene of a very great portion of his journeys, but because it is less 
known to ordinary readers than Palestine, Italy, or Greece. Wo have 
already described, at some length, the physical geography of those 
southern districts which are in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Mount Taurus. 1 And now that the Apostle’s travels take a wider 
range, and cross the Asiatic peninsula from Syria to the frontiers oi 
Europe, it is important to take a general view of the political geo¬ 
graphy of this part of the Roman Empire. Unloss such a view is 
obtained in the first place, it is impossible to understand the topo¬ 
graphical expressions employed in the narrative, or to conjecture 
the social relations into which St. Paul was brought in the course of 
his journeys 2 through Asia Minor. 

It is, however, no easy task to ascertain the exact boundaries of 
the Roman provinces in this part of the world at any given date 
between Augustus and Constantine. In the first place, these boun¬ 
daries were continually changing. The area of the different political 
districts was liable to sudden and arbitrary alterations. Such terms 
as ‘Asia,’ 3 ‘ Pamphylia,’ 4 &e., though denoting the extent of a truo 
political jurisdiction, implied a larger or smaller territory at one 
time than another. And again, we find the names of earlier and 
later periods of history mixed up together in inextricable confusion. 
Some of the oldest geographical terms, such as ‘ AEolis,’ ‘ Ionia,’ 
‘Caria,’ ‘Lydia,’ were disappearing from ordinary use in the time 
of the Apostles : 5 but others, such as ‘ Mysia ’ 0 and ‘ Lycaonia,’ 7 

* Chap. I. pp. 17-19. Chap. VI. pp. 4 Actsili 10, xiii. 13, xv.38, xxvii.5. 

5 Tacitus, Vitruvius, Justin, &c. 

‘•e. the journeys in Acts xvi. and sneak of l’tjrgamus, Ephesus, Cnidus, 
Acts xviii. Thyatira, &c. as towns of Atia, not of 

Acts ii. 9, vi. 9, xvi. 6, xix. 10, vKolis. Ionia, Caria, Lydia, &e., respec- 
J'i. 31, xx. 16, 18, xxvii. 2 ; 1 Cor. tively. See Acts xxvii. 2; Rev. i. 11. 
xvj. 19. 2 Cor. 1. 8 2 Tim. i. 15 ; 1 6 Acts xvi. 7, 8. 

Pet - *• 1. 7 Acts xiv. 6, 11. 
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still remained. Obsolete and existing divisions are presented to ns 
together : and the common maps of Asia Minor 1 are as unsatisfac¬ 
tory as if a map of France were set before us, distributed half into 
provinces and half into departments. And in the third place, some 
of the names have no political significance at all, but express rather 
the ethnographical relations of ancient tribes. Thus, ‘ Pisidia,’ 2 
denotes a district which might partly be in one province and partly 
in another ; and ‘ Phrygia ’ 3 reminds us of the diffusion of an 
“ancient people, the broken portions of whose territory were now 
under the jurisdiction of three or four distinct governors. Cases of 
this kihd are, at first sight, more embarrassing than the others. 
They are not merely similar to the two-fold subdivision of Ireland, 
where a province, like Ulster, may contain several definite counties : 
but a nearer parallel is to be found in Scotland, where a geo¬ 
graphical district, associated with many historical recollections,— 
such as Galloway or Lothian,—may be partly in one county and 
partly in another. , •- 

Our purpose is to elucidate the political subdivisions of Asia Minor 
as they were in the reigns of Claudius and Nero,—or in other words, 
to enumerate the provinces which existed, and to describe the bound¬ 
aries which were assigned to them, in the middle of the first century 
of the Christian era. The order we shall follow is from West to 
East, and in so doing wo shall not deviate widely from the order 
in which the provinces were successively incorporated as substan¬ 
tive parts of the Roman Empire. We are not, indeed, to suppose 
that St. Luke and St. Paul used all their topographical expres¬ 
sions in the strict political sense, even when such a sense was 
more or less customary. There was an exact usage and a popu¬ 
lar usage of all these terms. But the first step towards fixing 
our geographical ideas of Asia Minor must be to trace the boun¬ 
daries of the provinces. When this is done, we shall be better 
able to distinguish those terms which, about the year 50 a. d., 
had ceased to have any true political significance, and to discrimi¬ 
nate between the technical and the popular language of the sacred 
writers. 

I. Asia.— -There is sometimes a remarkable interest associated 
with the history of a geographical term. One case of this kind is 
suggested by the allusion which has just been niade to the British 
islands. Early writers speak of Ireland under the appellation of 
‘ Scotia.’ Certain of its inhabitants crossed over to the opposite 
coast : 4 their name spread along with their influence : and at length 
the title of Scotland was entirely transferred from one island to the 
other. In classical history w p c have a similar instance in the name of 
‘ Italy,’ which at first only denoted the southernmost extremity of 
the peninsula : then it was extended so as to include the whole with 
the exception of Cisalpine Gaul : and finally, crossing the Rubicon, 

ft 

1 In the ordinary maps, ethnogra- dicatcd, and the emperor's and senate’s 
phical and political divisions of three provinces distinguished, 
or four different periods are confused 2 Acts xiii. 14, xiv. 24. 
together. In some of the more recent, 8 Acts ii. 10, xvi. 6, xviii. 23. 

the Horn a u provincial divisions are in- 4 See beginning of Bede's History. 
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it advanced to the Alps ; while the name of ‘ Gaol ’ retreated be¬ 
yond them. Another instance, on a larger scale, is presented to us 
on the south of the Mediterranean. The ‘ Africa ’ of the Romans 
spread from a limited territory on the shore of that sea, till it em¬ 
braced the whole continent which was circumnavigated by Vasco di 
Gama. And similarly the term, by which we are accustomecL to 
designate the larger and more famous continent of the ancient world, 
traces its derivation to the ‘ Asian meadow by the streams of the 
Oayster, ’ 1 celebrated in the poems of Homer. 

This is the earliest occurrence of the word ‘Asia.’ Wp find? 
however, even in the older poets, 2 the word used in its widest sense 
to denote all the countries in the far East. Either the Greefts, made 
familiar with the original Asia by the settlement of their kindred in 
its neighbourhood, applied it as a generic appellation to all the re¬ 
gions beyond it : 3 or the extension of the kingdom of Lydia from the 
banks of the Cayster to the Halys as its eastern boundary, diffused 
the name of Asia as far as that river, and thus suggested the division 
of Herodotus into 1 Asih within the-Halys ’ and ‘ Asia beyond the 
Halys.’ 4 However this might bo, the term retained, through the 
Greek and Roman periods, both a wider and a narrower sense ; of 
which senses wo are concerned only with the latter. The Asia of 
the New Testament is not the continent which stretches into the 
remote East from the Black Sea and the Red Sea, but simply the 
western portion of that peninsula which, in modern times, has re 
ceived the name of 1 Asia Minor.’ ■' What extent of country, and 
what political significance wo are to assign to the term, will be 
shown by a statement of a few historical changes. 

The fall of Croesus reduced the Lydian kingdom to a Persian 
satrapy. With the rest of the Persian empire, this region west 
of the Halys fell before the armies of Alexander. In the confusion 
which followed the conqueror’s death, an independant dynasty es¬ 
tablished itself at Pcrgamus, not far from the site of ancient Troy. 
At first their territory was narrow, and Attains I. had to struggle 
with the Gauls who had invaded the peninsula, and with the neigh¬ 
bouring chieftains of Bithynia, who had invited them. 0 Antago¬ 
nists still more formidable were the Greek kings of Syria, who 
claimed to be ‘Kings of Asia,’ and aimed at the possession of tho 


1 Virgil adopts the phrase from 
Homer. It does not appear that the 

Homan prose writlrs ever used the 
word in its primitive and narrowest 
sense. 

3 As in VEschvlus. 

3 Having the same general meaning 
as our phrase ‘ The East.’ The words 
‘Levant’ and* Anadoli * (the modern 
name of Asia Minor) have tome into 
use in the same way. 

4 We may compare the case of 
‘ Palestine,’ which at first meant only 
the country of the Philistines, and then 
was used by the Greeks and Romans 
to designate the whole of the land of 
Canaan. 


5 Tlie peninsula which we call Asia 
Minor was never treated hv tile ancients 
as a geographical whole. The common 
divisions were, ‘ A-ia within the Halys’ 
ami ‘Asia beyond the Halys’ (ns 
above) ; or, ‘ Asia within the ’Taurus ’ 
and ‘Asia beyond the Taurus.’ It is 
very important to hear this in mind : 
for some interpreters of the New Testa¬ 
ment imagine that the Abui there 
spoken of is the peninsula of Lesser 
Asia. The term ‘Asia Minor’ is first 
found in Arosius, a writer of the fourth 
century, though ‘Asia Major’ is used 
by Justin to denote tire remote and 
eastern parts of the eontinent. 

0 Sec below, p. 180. 
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whble peninsula. 1 But the Homans appeared in the East, and 
ordered Antiochus to retire beyond the Taurus, and then conferred 
substantial rewards on their faithful allies. Rhodes became the 
mistress of Caria and Lycia, on the opposite coast ; and Eumenes, 
the son of Attalus, received, in the West and North-west, Lydia 
and Mysia, and a good portion of that vague region in the interior 
wnich was usually denominated ‘Phrygia,’ 2 —stretching in one 
direction over the district of Lycaonia. 3 Then it was that, as 150 
years since the Margraves of Brandenburg became Kings of Prussia, 
‘so the Princes of Pergamus became ‘Kings of Asia.’ For a time 
they reigned over a highly-civilised territory, which extended from 
sea to‘ sea. The library of Pergamus was the rival of that of 
Alexandria : and Attaleia, from whence we have lately seen tho 
Apostle sailing to Syria 4 (Acts xiv. 25, 26) and Troas, from whence 
we shall presently see him sailing to Europe (Acts xvi. 11), were 
the southern and northern (or rather the eastern and western) 
harbours of King Attalus II. At length the debt of gratitude to 
the Romans was paid by King Attalus Hi., who died in the year 
133 b. o., and left by testament the whole of his dominions to the 
benefactors of his house. And now the ‘ Province of A sia ’ appears 
for the first time as a new and significant term in the history of 
the world. The newly acquired possession was placed under a 
praetor, and ultimately a pro-consul. 5 The letters and speeches of 
Cicero make us familiar with the names of more than one who 
enjoyed this distinction. One was the orator’s brother, Quintus ; 
another was Flaccus, whose conduct as governor he defended 
before the Senate. Some slight changes in the extent of the pro¬ 
vince may be traced. Pamphylia was withdrawn from this juris¬ 
diction. Rhodes lost her continental possessions, and Caria was 
added to Asia, whiltj Lycia was declared independent. The boun¬ 
dary on the side of Phrygia is not easily determined, and was 
probably variable. 6 But enough has been said to give a general 
idea of what is meant in the New Testament by that ‘Asia,’ which 
St. Paul attempted to enter (Acts xvi. 6), after passing through 
Phrygia and Galatia ; which St. Peter addressed in his First 
Epistle (1 Pet. i. 1), along with Pontus, Cappadocia, Galatia, and 


1 In the first book of Maccabees 
(viii. 6) we find Antiochus the Great 
called by this title. And even after 
his successors were driven beyond the 
Taurus by the Romans, we see it re¬ 
tained by them, as the title of ‘ King 
of France’ was retained by our own 
monarehs until a verv recent period. 
See 1 Macc. xi. 13, xii. 39, xiii. 32 ; 2 
Macc. iii. 8. 

2 The case of Mysia, in consequence 
of the difficulties of Acts xAi. 7, 8, 
will be examined particularly, when we 
come to this part of St. Paul’s journey. 

* Thus Iconium, I-ystra, ‘and Derbe 
were probably once in 1 Asia.’ See be¬ 
low, under Galatia. 

4 Pp. 168, 169. Another Scripture 
city, the Philadelphia of Rev. i. 11, iii. 


7, was also built by Attalus II. (Phil- 
adelphus). 

5 We learn from Acts xix. 38 — 
‘ there are proconsuls (deputies) ’— 
that it was a proconsular or senatorial 

rovince. The important distinction 
etween the emperor’s and the senate’s 
provinces has been carefully stated in 
Chap. V. pp. 116-117. The'incidental 
proof in the Acts is confirmed by Strabo 
and Dio, who tell us that Augustus 
made Asia a proconsular province. 

6 Hence we find both the sacred and 
heathen writers of the period sometimes 
including Phrygia in Asia and some¬ 
times excluding it. In 1 Pet. i. 1 it 
seems to be included; in Acts ii. 9,10, 
xvi. 6, it is expressly excluded.. 
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Bithynia ; and which embraced the ‘seven churches ’ (Rev. i.*ll) 
■whose Angela are mentioned in the Revelation of St. John. 

II. Bithynia. —Next to Asia, both in proximity of situation and 
in the order of its establishment, was the provinco of Bithynia. 
Nor were the circumstances very different under which these two 
provinces passed under the Roman sceptre. As a new dynasty 
established itself after the death •oi Alexander on the north-eastern 
shores of the ./Egean, so an older dynasty secured its independence, 
at the western edge of the Black Sea. Nicomedes I. was the king 
who invited the Gauls with whom Attalus I. had to conten^l : and 
as Attalus III., the last of the House of Pergamus, paid his 
debt to the Romans by making them his heirs, so the last of the 
Bithynian B,ouse, Nicomedes III., left his kingdom as a legacy to 
the same power in the year 75. It received some accessions on 
the east after the defeat of Mithridates ; and in this condition we 
find it in the list given J>y Dio of the provinces of Augustus ; the 
debatable land between it and Asia* being the district of Mysia, 
through which it is neither easy nor necessary to draw the exact 
frontier-line. 1 Stretching inland from the shores of the Propontis 
and Bosphorus, beyond tho lakes near the cities of Nicma and 
Nicomedia, to the upper ravines of the Sangarius, and tho snowy 
range of Mount Olympus, it was a province rich in all the changes 
of beauty and grandeur. Its history is as varied as its scenery, if 
we trace it from the time when Hannibal was an exile at the court 
of Prusias, 2 to the establishment of Otlnnan’s Mahommodan capital 
in the city which still boars that monarch’s name. It was Ha¬ 
drian’s favourite provinco, and many monuments remain of that 
emperor’s partiality. 3 But we cannot say more of it without leav¬ 
ing our proper subject. We have no reason to believe that St. 
Paid ever entered it, though once he made the attempt. 4 Except 
the passing mention of Bithynia in this and one other place, 5 it 
has no connection with tho apostolic writings. The first great 
passage of its ecclesiastical history is found in the correspondence 
of Trajan with its governor Pliny, concerning the persecution of 
the Christians. Tho second is tho meeting of the first general 
Council, when the Nicene Creed was drawn up on the banks of tho 
Lake Ascanius. 

III. Pamphylfa. —This provinco has been already mentioned 
(Chap. VI.) as one of the regions traversed by St. Paid in his first 
missionary journey. But though its physical features have been 
described, its political limits have not been determined. The true 


1 See below, on Acts xvi. 7, 8. 

* The town of Brousun reminds us 
of another illustrious African exile, 

Abd-el-Knder, who since the earth¬ 
quake (after visiting Paris) has been 
permitted to withdraw to Damascus 

(1866). 

* It was the birthplace of hir, fa¬ 
vourite Autinousj and coins are extant 


which illustrate this feeling. Hadrian 
took it frfcm the senate, nnd nlaced it 
under his own jurisdiction, lsutwhen 
St. Paul passed this way, it was under 
the senate,*as may be proved by coins 
both of the reign of Claudius and sub¬ 
sequent dates. 

4 Acts xvi. 7. 

* 1 Pet. i. 1. 
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Pamphylia of the earliest writers is simply the plain which borders 
the Bay of Attaleia, and which, as we have said (p. 127), Retreats 
itself like a bay into the mountains. How small and insignificant 
this territory was, may be seen from the records of the Persian 
war, to which Herodotus says that it sent only thirty ships ; while 
Lycia, on one side, contributed fifty, and Cilicia, on the other, a 
hundred. Nor do we find the name invested with any wider 
significance, till we approach the frontier of the Roman period. A 
c singular dispute between Antiochus and the king of Pergamus, as 
to whether Pamphylia was really within or beyond Mount Taurus, 
was decided by the Romans in favour of their ally. 1 * This could 
only be effected by a generous inclusion of a good portion of the 
mountainous country within the range of this geographical term. 
Henceforward, if not before, Pamphylia comprehended some con¬ 
siderable part of what was anciently called Pisidia. We have seen 
that the Romans united it to the kingdom of Asia. It was, there¬ 
fore, part of the province of Asia at the death of Attains. It is 
difficult to trace the steps b/ which it was detached from that pro¬ 
vince. We find it (along with certain districts of Asia) included 
in the military jurisdiction of Cicero, when he was governor of 
Cilicia. 3 It is spoken of as a separate province in the reign of 
Augustus. 3 Its boundary on the Pisidian side, or in the direction 
of Phrygia, 4 must be left indeterminate. Pisidia was included in 
this province : but, again, Pisidia is itself indeterminate : and we 
have good reasons for believing that Antioch in Pisidia was really 
under the governor of Galatia. Cilicia was contiguous to Pam¬ 
phylia on the east. Lycia was a separate region on the west, first 
as an appendage to Rhodes 5 * in the time of the republic, and then 
as a free state under the earliest emperors ; but about the very 
time when Paul was travelling in these countries, Claudius brought 
it within the provincial system, and united it to Pamphylia : “ and 
inscriptions make us acquainted with a public officer who bore the 
title of ‘ Proconsul of Lycia and Pamphylia. ’ 7 


IV. Galatia. — We now come to a political division of Asia 
Minor, which demands a more careful attention. Its sacred interest 
is greater than that of all the others, and its history is more pecu¬ 
liar. The Christians of Galatia were they who received the Apostle 
‘ as if he had been an angel, ’-—who, ‘ if it had been possible, would 
have plucked out their eyes and given them to him,’—and then 
were ‘ so soon removed ’ by new teachers ‘ from him that called 
them, to another Gospel,’—who began to ‘ run well,’ and then 


1 See p. 184. 

! Ep. ad Att. v. 21. 

3 Dio Cassius tells us that the Pam- 
phylian districts bestowed os Amyntas 
were restored by Augustus to their own 
province. The same author is referred 
to below (n. 6) for a chimge in the 
reign of Claudius. 

4 Pisidia was often reckoned as a 

part of Phrygia, under the name of 

4 Pisidian Phrygia,’ 


6 See above, p. 184. 

8 This we have on the authority ol 
Dio Cassius and Suetonius. The lattes 
writer says,, that about the same time 
Claudius made over to the senate th< 
provinces of Macedonia and Achaia 
Hence we find a proconsul at Corinth 
Acts xviii. 12. 

7 At a later period Lycia was a dis¬ 
tinct province, with Myra as its capital 
See Chap. XXIIJ. 
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wore hindered,—who were ‘ bewitched ’ by that zeal which com¬ 
passed sea and land to make one proselyte,—and who were as ready, 
in the fervour of their party spirit, to ‘ bite and devour one another,’ 
as they were willing to change their teachers and their gospels. 1 
It is no mere fancy which discovers, in these expressions of St. 
Paul’s Epistle, indications of the character of that remarkable race 
of mankind, which all writers, from Ctosar to Thierry, have de¬ 
scribed as susceptible of quick ‘impressions, and sudden changes, 
with a fickleness equal to their courage and enthusiasm, and ^ 
constant liability to that disunion which is the fruit of excessive 
vanity,—that race, which has nbt only produced one of the greatest 
nations of modern times, 2 but which, long before the Christian era, 
wandering forth from their early European seats, burnt Koine and. 
pillaged Delphi, founded an empire in northern Italy more than 
co-oxtensive with Austrian Lombardy, 3 * and another in Asia Minor, 
equal in importance to one of the largest pachalics. 

For the ‘ Galatia ’ of the New Testament was really the ‘ Gaul ’ 
of the East. The ‘ Epistle to the Gfalatians ’ would more literally 
and more correctly be called the ‘ Epistle to the Gauls.’ When 
Livy, in his account of the Roman campaigns in Galatia, speaks of 
its inhabitants, he always calls them ‘Gauls.’ 1 When the Greek 
historians speak of the inhabitants of ancient France, the word they 
use is ‘Galatians.’ 5 The two terms are merely tlio Greek and 
Latin fjrms of the same ‘barbarian ’ appellation." 

That emigration of the Gauls, which ended in the settlement in 
Asia Minor, is less famous than those which led to the disasters in 
Italy and Greece ; but it is, in fact, identical with the latter of those 
two emigrations, and its results were more permanent. The warriors 
who roamed over the Cevennes, or by the banks of the Garonne, 
reappear on the Halys and at the base of Mount Dindymus. They 
exchange the superstitions of Druidism for the ceremonies of the 
worship of Cybele. The very name of the chief Galatian tribe is 
one with which we are familiar in the earliest history of France ; 
and Jerome says that, in his own day, the language spoken at 
Aneyra was almost identical with that of Treves.' The Galatians 
wero a stream from that torrent of barbarians which poured into 
Greece in the third century before our era, and which recoiled in 
confusion from the cliffs of Delphi. Some tribes had previously 
separated from the main .army, and penetrated into Thrace. Thero 


1 Gal. iv. 15, i. 6, v. 7, iii. 1, i. 7, 
v. 15. 

* The French travellers (as Tour- 
nefort and Texier) seem to write with 
patriotic enthusiasm when they touch 
Galatia; and we have found our best 
materials in Thierry’s history. 

3 This was written before 1869. 

1 The country of the Galatians was 
sometimes called Gallognecin. 

5 Some have even thought that the 
word translated * Galatia ’ in 2 Tim. 
iv. 10, means the country commonly 
called Gant 


G And we may add that ‘Galataj’ 
and ‘ Keltic 1 are the same word. See 
Arnold’s Itmip, i. 522. 

7 It is very likely that there was 
some Teutonic element in these emi¬ 
grating tribes, but it is hardly possible 
now to distinguish it from the Keltic. 
The converging lines of distinct na¬ 
tionalities. become more faint as we 
ascend towards the point where they 
meet. Thierry considers the Tolisto- 
boii, whose leader was Lutarlus (bother 
or Clothair?), to have been a Teutonic 
tribe. 
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they were joined by certain of the fugitives, and together they 
appeared on the coasts, which are separated by a narrow arm*of the 
sea from the rich plains and valleys of Bithynia. The wars with 
which that kingdom was harassed, made their presence acceptable. 
Nicomedes was the Vortigem of Asia Minor : and the two Gaulish 
chieftains, Leonor and Lutar, may be fitly compared to the two 
legendary heroes of the Anglo-Saxon invasion. Some difficulties 
occurred in the passage of the Bosphorus, which curiously contrast 
t with the easy voyages of our piratic ancestors. But once established 
in Asia Minor, the Gauls lost no time in spreading over the whole 
peninsula with their arms and devastation. In their first crossing 
over we have compared them to the Saxons. In their first occu¬ 
pation they may be more fitly compared to the Danes. For they 
were a movable army rather than a nation,—encamping, marching, 
and plundering at will. They stationed themselves on the site of 
ancient Troy, and drove their chariots in the plain of the Cayster. 
They divided nearly the whole peninsula synong their three tribes. 
They levied tribute on cities, and even on kings. The wars of the 
East found them various occupation. They hired themselves out 
as mercenary soldiers. They were the royal guards of the kings of 
Syria, and the mamelukes of the Ptolemies in Egypt. 1 

The surrounding monarchs gradually curtailed their power, and 
repressed them within narrower limits. First Antiochus Soter 
drove the Tectosages, 2 and then Eumenes drove the Trocmi and 
Tolistobii, into the central district which afterwards became Galatia. 
Their territory was definitely marked out and surrounded by the 
other states of Asia Minor, and they retained a geographical position 
similar to that of Hungary in the midst of its German and Sclavonic 
neighbours. By degrees they coalesced into a number of small 
confederate states, and ultimately into one united kingdom. 3 Suc¬ 
cessive circumstances brought them into contact with the Romans in 
various ways ; first, by a religious embassy sent from Rome to obtain 
peaceful possession of the sacred image of Cybele ; secondly, by the 
campaign of Manlius, who reduced their power and left them a 
nominal independence ; and then through the period of hazardous 
alliance with the rival combatants in the Civil Wars. The first 
Deiotarus was made king by Pompey, fled before Caesar at the 
battle of Pharsalia, and was defended before the conqueror by Cicero, 
in a speech which still remains to us. The second Deiotarus, like 
his father, was Cicero’s friend, and took chargd of his son and 
nephew during the Cilician campaign. Amyntas, who succeeded 
him, owed his power to Antony, 4 * * * 8 but prudently went over to Au- 

1 Even in the time of Julius Ceesar, effectually the case till after the cam- 
we find four hundred Gauls (Gala- paign of Manlius. The nation was for 
tians), who had previously befh part of some time divided into four tetrarchies. 

Cleopatra’s body-guard, given for the Deiotarus was the first sole ruler; first 

same purpose to Herod. Jqseph. ff'ar, as tetrarch, then as king, 

xx. 8. 4 He received some parts of Lyca- 

* His appellation of Soter or ‘the onia and Pamphylia in addition to 

Saviour’ was derived from this vie- Galatia Proper. See above, Chap. X. 

tory. p. 19. 

8 This does not seem to have been 
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gustuj in the battle of Actium. At the death of Amyntas, Augustus 
made some modifications in the extent of Galatia, and placed it 
under a governor. It was now a province, reaching from the 
borders of Asia and Bithynia to the neighbourhood of Iconium, 
Lystra, and Derbe, ‘cities of Lycaonia.’ 1 

Henceforward, like the Western Gaul, this territory was a parf of 
the Roman Empire, though retaining the traces of its history in tho 
charact^c ftnd language of its principal inhabitants. There was this 
difference, however, between the Eastern and the Western Gaul, thatf 
the latter was more rapidly and more completely assimilated to Italy. 
It passed from its barbarian to Us Roman state, without being sub¬ 
jected- to any intermediate civilisation. 2 Tho Gauls of the East, 
on the other hand, had long been familiar with tho Greek language 
and the Greek culture. St. Paul’s Epistle was written in Greek. 
The cotemporary inscriptions of the province are usually in the same 
language. The Galatians themselves are frequently called Gallo- 
Grtecians; 3 and many oft the inhabitants of the province must have 
been of pure Grecian origin. Another section of the population, the 
early Phrygians, were probably numerous, but in a lower and more 
degraded position. The presence of great numbers of Jews' 1 in the 
province, implies that it was, in some respects, favourable for traffic; 
and it is evident that the district must have been constantly inter¬ 
sected by the course of caravans from Armenia, the Hellespont, and 
the South. ' 1 The Roman Itineraries inform us of the linos of com¬ 
munication between tho great towns near tho Halys and the other 
parts of Asia Minor. These circumstances are closely connected 
with the spread of the Gospel, and we shall return to them again 
when we describe St. Paul’s first reception in Galatia. 


V. Pontus. —The Last independent dynasties in the north of tho 
Peninsula have hitherto appeared as friendly or subservient to tho 
Roman power. Asia and Bithynia were voluntarily ceded by Atta¬ 
ins and Nicomedes; and Galatia, on the death of Amyntas, quietly 
fell into the station of a province. But when we advance still fur¬ 
ther to the East, wo are reminded of a monarch who presented a 


The Pamphylian portion was re¬ 
moved (see above), but the I.yeaonian 
remained. Thus we find Pliny reckon¬ 
ing the Lystreni in fellatio, though he 
seems to imply elsewhere that the 
immediate neighbourhood of iconium 
was in Asia. It is therefore quite 
possible, so far as geographical dif¬ 
ficulties are concerned, that the Chris- 
tmn communities in the neighbourhood 
Lystra might be called ‘Churches of 
Galatia.’ We think, however, as will 
8 “°wra in the Appendix, that other 
difficulties are decisive against the view 
there mentioned. 

* The immediate neighbourhood of 
Marseilles, which was thoroughly im¬ 
bued with a knowledge of Greek, must 
“•coursebe excepted. 


3 See above, p. 187, n. 4. 

1 See in Josephus (Ant. xvi. G) the 
letter which Augustus wrote in favour 
of the Jews of Ancyra, and which was 
inscribed on a pillar in the temple of 
Ciesar. We shall have occasion hero- 
after to mention the ‘Monumentum 
Ancyranum.’ 

5 Gordium, one of the minor towns 
near the western frontier, was a con¬ 
siderable ^emporium. So was Tavium, 
the capital of the Kuslern Galatians, the 
Trocmi, who dwelt Iteyond the Ha¬ 
lys. The Tolistoboil were the western 
tribe, near the Sangarius, with Pcssi- 
nus as their capital. The chief town 
of the Tcctosages in the centre, and 
the metropolis of the nation, was An- 
cyra. 
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formidable and protracted opposition to Rome. The war withMith- 
ridates was one of the most serious wars in which the Republic was 
ever engaged; and it was not till after a long struggle that Pompey 
brought the kingdom of Pontus under the Roman yoke. In placing 
Pontus among the provinces of Asia Minor at this exact point of 
S6 Paul’s life, we are (strictly speaking) guilty of an anachronism. 
For long after the western portion of the empire of Mithridates was 
united partly with Bithynia and’partly with Galatia,' the region 
•properly called Pontus 1 remained under the government of inde¬ 
pendent chieftains. Before the Apostle’s death, however, it was 
really made a province by Nero. 3 ‘Its last king was that PolemoII. 
who was alluded to at the beginning of this work, as the contemp¬ 
tible husband of one of Herod’s grand-daughters. 4 In himself he is 
quite unworthy of such particular notice, but he demands our atten¬ 
tion, not only because, as the last independent king in Asia Minor, 
he stands at one of the turning points of history, but also because, 
through his marriage with Berenice, he must have had some con¬ 
nection with the Jewish population of Pontus, and therefore pro¬ 
bably with the spread of the Gospel on the shores of the Euxine. 
We cannot forget that Jews of Pontus were at Jerusalem on the day 
of Pentecost, 5 that the Jewish Christians of Pontus were addressed 
by St.Peter in his first epistle, 8 and that ‘ a Jew born in Pontus’ 7 
became one of the best and most useful associates of the Apostle of 
the Gentiles. 


> VI. Cappadocia.— Crossing the country southwards from the 
birthplace of Aquila towards that of St. Paul, we traverse the wide 
and varied region which formed the province of Cappadocia, inter¬ 
mediate between Pontus and Cilicia. The period of its provincial 
existence began in the reign of Tiberius. Its last king was Arche- 
laus, s the cotemporary of the Jewish tetrarch of the same name. 9 
Extending from the frontier of Galatia to the river Euphrates, and 
bounded on the south by the chain of Taurus, it was the largest 
province of Asia Minor. Some of its cities are celebrated in eccle- 


1 See above, under Pamphylia, for 
the addition to that province. A tract 
of country, near the Halve, hence¬ 
forward called Pontus Galaticus, was 
added to the kingdom of jDeiotarus. 

* Originally, this district near the 
Euxine was considered a part of Cap¬ 
padocia, and called ‘ Cappadocia on 
the sea (Pontus).’ The name Pontus 
gradually came into use, with the rising 
power of the ancestors of Mithridates 
the Great. 

3 It is probably, impossible *to deter¬ 
mine the boundary which was ulti¬ 
mately arranged between /he two con- 

docia, wEen the last of the independent 
monarchs had ceased to reign. In the 
division of Constantine, Pontus formed 
two provinces, one called Helcnopontus 


in honour of his mother, the other still 
retaining the name of Pontus Polemo- 
niacus. 

4 P. 19, and p 20, n. 4. In or about 
the year GO a.d. we find Berenice again 
with Agrippa in 5 udiea, on the occasion 
of St. Paul’s defence at Cassarea. Acts 
xxv., xxvi. It i 3 probable that she 
was with Polemo in Pontus about the 
year 62, when St. Paul was travelling 
m the neighbourhood. 

5 Acts ii. 9. « 1 Pet. 1. 1. 

1 Acts xviil. 2. 

8 He was made king by Antony, and 
fifty years afterwards, was summoned 
to Borne by Tiberius, who had been 
offended by some disrespect shown to 
himself in the island of Rhodes. 

» Matt. a. 22. 
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iasticaj. history. 1 2 But in the New Testament it is only twice 
.lludea to, once in the Acts,® and once in the Epistles. 8 


VII. Cilicia. —A single province yet remains, in one respect 
she most interesting of all, for its chief city was the Apostle's native 
town. For this reason the reader’s attention was invited long ago 
to its geography and history. 4 It is therefore unnecessary to dwell 
upon them further. We need ifot go back to the time when Ser- 
vilius destroyed the robbers in the mountains, and Pompey the 
pirates on the coast. 5 * And enough has been said of the conspicuous* 
period of its provincial condition, when Cicero came down from 
Cappadocia through the great pass of Mount Taurus, 0 and Ihe let¬ 
ters of his correspondents in Rome were forwarded from Tarsus to 
his camp on .the Pyramus. Nearly all the light we possess concern¬ 
ing the fortunes of Roman Cilicia is concentrated on that particular 
time. We know the names of hardly any of its later governors. 
One of the few allusions Jo its provincial condition about the time of 
Claudius and Nero, which we can adtluce from any ancient writer, 
is that passage in the Acts, where Felix is described as inquiring 
‘ of what province ’ St. Paul was. The use of the strict political 
term 7 informs us that it was a separate province ; but the term it¬ 
self is not so explicit as to enable us to state whether the province 
was under the jurisdiction of the Senate or the Emperor. 3 


With this last division of the Heptarchy of Asia Minor we are 
brought to the starting-point of St. Paul’s second missionary jour¬ 
ney. Cilicia is contiguous to Syria, and indeed is more naturally 
connected with it than with the rest of Asia Minor. 9 We might 
illustrate this connection from the letters of Cicero; but it is more 
to our purpose to remark that the Apostolic Decree, recently enacted 
at Jerusalem, was addressed to the Gentile Christians ‘ in Antioch, 
and Syria, aqd Cilicia,’ 10 and that Paul and Silas travelled ‘through 
Syria and Cilicia' 11 in the early part of their progress. 

This second missionary journey originated in a desire expressed 
by Paul to Barnabas, that they should revisit all the cities where 
they had preached the Gospel and founded churches. 12 He felt that 
he was not called to spend a peaceful, though laborious, life at An¬ 
tioch, but that his truo work was ‘ far off among the Gentiles.’ 13 He 
knew that his campaigns were not ended,—that, as the soldier of 


1 Especially Nyssa, Nazianzus, and 
Neoceesarea, the cities of the three 
Gregories, and Caesarea, the city of 
Basil,—to Bay nothing of Tyana and 
Sarnosata. 

2 Acta ii. 9. 3 1 Pet. i. 1 

4 Pp. 17-21. See also 40, 41. 

1 P. 17. 

8 See below, pp. 198, 199. 

7 ’Eirapyta. Acts xxiii. 84, the only 

Passage where the word occurs in the 

New Testament. For the technical 

meaning of the term, see above, p. 116, 

n. 6. 

* We should be disposed to infer, from 


a passage in Agrippa’s speech to the 
Jews (Joseph, tfar, ii. 16, 4), where 
he says that Cilicia, as well as Bithy- 
nia, Pamphylia, Ac., was * kept tribu¬ 
tary to the Romans without an army,’ 
that it was one of the Senate’s pro¬ 
vinces. Other evidence, however, tends 
the other way, especially an inscription 
found at Caerleon in Monmouthshire. 
For fuller .details we must refer to the 
larger editions. 

9 See p. 87, comparing Acts ix. 80 
with Gal. i. 21. 

10 Acts xv. 23. 11 Acts xv. 41. 

18 Acts xv. 88. 18 Acts xxii. 21. 
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Jesus Christ, he must not rest from his warfare, but must ‘ endure 
hardness,’ that he might please Him who had called him. 1 ' As a 
careful physician, he remembered that they, whose recovery from 
sin had been begun, might be in danger of relapse; or, to use another 
metaphor, and to adopt the poetical language of the Old Testament, 
he paid ,—‘ Come, let us get up early to the vineyards: let us see 
if the vine flourish.’ 2 The words actually recorded as used by St. 
Paul on this occasion, are these Come, let us turn back and 
visit our brethren in evei'y city, where we have announced the word 
df the .Lord, and let us see how they fare.’ 3 We notice here, for 
the first time, a trace of that tender solicitude concerning his con¬ 
verts, thht earnest longing to behold their faces, which appears in the 
letters which he wrote afterwards, as one of the most remarkable, 
and one of the most attractive, features of his character. Paul was 
the Bpeaker, and not Barnabas. The feelings of Barnabas might not 
be so deep, nor his anxiety so urgent. 4 * Paul thought doubtless of 
the Pisidians and Lycaonians, as he thought afterwards at Athens 
and Corinth of the Thessalonians, from whom he had been lately 
‘ taken,—in presence not in heart,—endeavouring to see their 
face with great desire—night and day praying exceedingly that ho 
might see their face, and might perfect that which was lacking in 
their faith.’ 3 He was ‘not ignorant of Satan’s devices.’ 6 He 
feared lest by any means the Tempter had tempted them, and his 
labour had been in vain. 7 He ‘ stood in doubt of them,’ and de¬ 
sired to be ‘present with them’ once more.” His wish was to 
revisit every city where converts had been made. We are reminded 
hero of the importance of continuing a religious work when once 
begun. We have h id the institution of presbyters," and of 
councils, 10 brought before us in the sacred narrative; and now we 
have an example of that system of church visitation, of the happy 
effects of which we have still some experience, when we see weak 
resolutions strengthened, and expiring faith rekindled, in con¬ 
firmations at home, or in missionary settlements abroad. 

This plan, however, of a combined visitation of the churches was 
marred by an outbreak of human infirmity. The two apostolic 
friends were separated from each other by a quarrel, which proved 
that they were indeed, as they had lately told the Lystrians, ‘ men 
of like passions’ with others. 11 Barnabas was unwilling to under¬ 
take the journey unless he were accompanied by his relation Mark. 
Paul could not consent to the companionship of one who ‘ departed 

1 2 Tim. ii. 3, 4. 4 We might almost he inclined to 

2 Cant. vii. 12, quoted by Matthew suspect that Paul had previously urged 

llcnrv. See his excellent remarks on the same proposal on Barnabas, and 
the whole passage. that he had hesitated to comply. 

3 ‘ Let us go now at lust' would be i Thess. ii. 17, iii. 10. 

a correct translation. The woyds seem 6 2 Cor. ii. 11. 

to express something like impatience, 7 1 Thess. iii. 5. 

especially when we compare it with the s Gal. iv. 20. 

words ‘ after some days ’ which pre- 3 * Acts xiv. 23. See pp. 157,188, and 

cede. The tender feeling implied in Chap. XIII. 

the phrase rendered ‘how they do’ 10 Acts xv. See Chap. VII, 

fully justifies what we have said in the 11 Acts xiv. 15. 

text.. 
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from tljem from Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work: ’ 1 2 
and neither of them could yield his opinion to the other. This 
quarrel was much more closely connected with personal feelings than 
that which had recently occurred between St. Peter and St. Paul,* 
and it was proportionally more violent. There is little doubt that 
severe words were spoken on the occasion. It is unwise to be over¬ 
anxious to dilute the words of Scripture, and to exempt even Apostles 
from blame. By such criticism “we lose much of the instruction 
which the honest record of their lives was intended to convey. We » 
are taught by this scene at Antioch, that a good work may be bltssed 
by God, though its agents are encompassed with infirmity, and that 
changes, which are violent in their beginnings, may be overruled 
for the best results. Without attempting to balance too nicely the 
faults on either side, our simplest course is to believe that, as in 
most quarrels, there was blame with both. Paul’s natural disposition 
was impetuous and impatient, easily kindled to indignation, and 
(possibly) overbearing. Barnabas had shown his weakness when he 
yielded to the influence of Peter and the .Tudaisers, 3 The remem¬ 
brance of the indirect censure he then received may have been per¬ 
petually irritated by the consciousness that his position was becoming 
daily more and more subordinate to that of the friend who rebuked 
him. Once he was spoken of as chief of those ‘ prophets at An¬ 
tioch,’ 4 * * among whom Saul was the last : now his name was scarcely 
heard, except when he was mentioned as the companion of Paul.’’ 
In short, this is one of those quarrels in which, by placing ourselves 
in imagination on the one side and the other, we can alternately 
justify both, and easily sec that the purest Christian zeal, when 
combined with human weakness and partiality, may have led to 
the misunderstanding. How could Paul consent to take with him 
a companion who would really prove an embarrassment and a 
hindrance 1 Such a task as that of spreading the Gospel of God in 
a hostile world needs a resolute will and an undaunted courage. 
And the work is too sacred to be put in jeopardy by any experi¬ 
ments. 0 Mark had been tried once and found wanting. ‘ No 
man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit 
for the kingdom of God.’ 7 And Barnabas would not be without 
strong arguments to defend the justice of his claims. It was hard 
to expect him to resign his interest in one who had cost him much 
anxiety and many prayers. His dearest wish was to see his young 
kinsman approving himself as a missionary of Christ. Now, too, 
he had been won back to a willing obedience,—he had come from 
his home at Jerusalem,—he was ready now to face all the difficulties 


1 Acts xv. 38, with xiii. 13. See 
PP- 128, 129. 

2 Pp. 177-179. 

3 Gal. ii. 13. P.178. 

4 Acts xiii. Pp. 108, 109. More¬ 
over, as a friend suggests, St. Paul was 

hmier personal obligations to Barnabas 
for introducing him to the Apostles 

(Acts ix. 27), and the feelings of Bar¬ 

nabas would be deeply hurt if he 


thought his friendship slighted. 

5 See p. 120. 

6 A timid companion in the hour of 
danger is one of the greatest evils. 
Matthew Usury quotes Prov. xxv. 19: 
‘ Confidence in" an unfaithful man in 
time of trouble, is like a broken tooth 
and like a foot out of joint.’ 

7 Luke ix.62. 
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and dangers of the enterprise. To repel him in the moment of his 
repentance was surely ‘ to break a bruised reed ’ and to ‘ quench 
the smoking flax.’ 1 

It is not difficult to understand tho obstinacy with which each of 
tips disputants, when his feelings were once excited, clung to his 
opinion as to a sacred truth. The only course which now remained 
was to choose two different paths and to labour independently ; and 
the Church saw the humiliating spectacle of the separation of its two 
great missionaries to the Heathen. We cannot, however, suppose 
that thiul and Barnabas parted, like enemies, in anger and hatred. 
It is very likely that they made a "deliberate and amicable arrange¬ 
ment to divide the region of their first mission between them, Paul 
taking the continental, and Barnabas the insular, part of the pro¬ 
posed visitation. 2 Of this at least we are certain, that the quarrel 
was overruled by Divine Providence to a good result. One stream 
of missionary labour had been divided, and the regions blessed by 
the waters of life wore proportionally multiplied. St. Paul speaks 
of Barnabas afterwards 3 as of an Apostle actively engaged in his 
Master’s service. We know nothing of the details of his life beyond 
the moment of his sailing for Cyprus; but we may reasonably at¬ 
tribute to him not only the confirming of the first converts, 4 but the 
full establishment of the Church in his native island. At Paphos 
the impure idolatry gradually retreated before the presence of Chris¬ 
tianity ; and Salamis, where the tomb of the Christian Levitcis 
shown, 8 has earned an eminent place in Christian history, through 
the writings of its bishop, Epiphanius. 7 Mark, too, who began his 
career as a ‘minister’ of tho Gospel in this island," justified the 
good opinion of his kinsman. Yet, the severity of Paul may have 
been of eventual service to his character, in leading him to feel more 
deeply the serious importance of the work he had undertaken. And 
the time came when Paul himself acknowledged, with affectionate 
tenderness, not only that ho had again become his fellow-labourer,’ 0 
but that he was ‘ profitable to the ministry,’ 10 and one of the causes 
of his own 1 comfort.’ 11 

It seems that Barnabas was the first to take his departure. The 
feeling of the majority of the Church was evidently with St. Paul, 
for when he had chosen Silas for his companion and was ready to 
begin his journey, he was specially ‘ commended by the brethren to 


1 Watt. xii. 20. 

* If Barnabas visitcil Salamis and 
Paphos, and if Paul, after passing 
through Derbc, Lystrn, and Iconiutn, 
went as far as Antioch in Pisidia (see 
below), the whole circuit of tlie pro¬ 
posed visitation was actually accom¬ 
plished, for it does not appear that 
any converts had been made at Perga 
and Attaleia. 

3 1 Cor. ix. 6.: whence also it ap¬ 
pears that Barnabas, like St. Paul, sup- 

orted himself by the labour of his 
anda. 

4 Paul took the copy of the Apostolic 
Decree into Cilicia. If the Judaising 


tendency had shown itself in Cyprus, 
Barnabas would still be able to refer 
to the decision of the council, and 
Mark would stand in the same relation 
to him as a witness in which Silas did 
to Paul. 

5 Acts iv. 30. 

6 MS. note from Capt. Craves, R.N. 

7 The name of this celebrated father 
has been given to one of the promon¬ 
tories of the island, the ancient 
Acnmas. 

s Acts xiii. 5. 

9 Philemon 24. 

19 2 Tim. iv. II. See p. 120, n. 4. 

11 Col. iv. 10, 11. 
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the grame of God. ’ 1 2 The visitation of Cyprus having now been un¬ 
dertaken by others, his obvious course was not to go by sea in the 
direction of Perga or Attaleia, 3 but to travel by the Eastern passes 
directly to the neighbourhood of Iconium. It appears, moreover, 
that he had an important work to accomplish in Cilicia. The easjy 
fortunes of Christianity in that province were closely bound up with 
the city of Antioch and the personal labours of St. Paul. When he 
withdrew from Jerusalem, ‘three years’ after his conversion, his^ 
residence for some time was in ‘ the regions of Syria and Cilicia. ’ 8 
He was at Tarsus in the course wof that residence, when Barnabas 
first brought him to Antioch. 4 * The churches founded by the Apostle 
in his native province must often have been visited by him; for it 
is far easier to travel from Antioch to Tarsus, than from Antioch to 
Jerusalem, or even from Tarsus to Iconium. Thus the religious 
movements in the Syrian metropolis penetrated into Cilicia. The 
same great ‘ prophet ’ had been given to both, and the Christians in 
both were bound togethet by the same feelings and the same doc¬ 
trines. When the Judaising agitators came to Antioch, the result 
was anxiety and perplexity, not only in Syria, but also in Cilicia. 
This is nowhere literally stated; but it can be legitimately inferred. 
We are, indeed, only told that certain men came down with false 
teaching from Judaea to Antioch. 6 But the Apostolic Decree is 
addressed to ‘ the Gentiles of Cilicia ’® as well as those of Antioch, 
thus implying that the Judaising spirit, with its mischievous conse¬ 
quences, had been at work beyond the frontier of Syria. And, 
doubtless, the attacks on St. Paul’s apostolic character had accom¬ 
panied the attack on apostolic truth, 7 and a new fulfilment of the 
proverb was nearly realised, that a prophet in his own country is 
without honour. He had, therefore, no ordinary work to accomplish 
as he went ‘ through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches ;’ a 
and it must have been with much comfort and joy that he was able 
to carry with him a document, emanating from the Apostles at Je¬ 
rusalem, which justified the doctrine he had taught, and accredited 
his personal character. Nor was he alone as the bearer of this letter, 
but Silas was with him also, ready ‘ to tell the same things by 
mouth.’ 9 It is a cause for thankfulness that God put it into the 
heart of Silas to ‘ abide still at Antioch ’ 10 when Judas returned to 
Jerusalem, and to accompany St. Paul 11 on his northward journey. 
For when the Cilic^an Christians saw their countryman arrive with¬ 
out his companion Barnabas, whose name was coupled with his own 


1 Acts xv. 40. 

2 If no other causes had occurred to 
determine the direction of his journey, 
there might be no vessel at Antioch or 
Seleucia bound for Pampliylia ; a cir¬ 
cumstance not always sufficiently taken 
into account by those who have written 
on St. Paul’s voyages. 

3 Gal. i. 21; Acts ix. 30. See pp. 
87,88. 

4 Acts xi. 25. See p. 98. 

1 Acts xv. 1. 6 Acts xv. 23. 

7 Pp. 166, 178. 


8 Acts xv. 41. The work of allaying 
the Judaising spirit in Cilicia would 
require some time. Much might be 
accomplished during the residence at 
Antioch (*v. 3(5), which might very 
well include journeys to Tarsus. But 
we are distinctly told that the churches 
of Cilicia were ‘ confirmed* by St.Paul, 
when he was on his way to those of Ly~ 
caonia. 

9 Acts xv. 27. 

10 Or to return thither. See p. 177. 

n. 2. 11 Acts xv. 40, 
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in the Apostolic letter, 1 their confidence might have been rshaken, 
occasion might have been given to the enemies of the truth to 
slander St. Paul, had not Silas been present, as one of those who 
were authorised to testify that both Paul and Barnabas were ‘ men 
\*dio had hazarded their lives for the name of -our Lord Jesus 
Christ.’® 

Where ‘ the churches ’ were, which he ‘ confirmed ’ on his jour- 
trey, — in what particular cities of ‘Syria and Cilicia,’ — we are 
not informed. After leaving Antioch by the bridge over the Oron- 
tes, s he would cross Mount Amgnus by the gorge which was an¬ 
ciently called the ‘ Syrian Gates,’ and is now known as the Beilan 
Pass. 4 Then he would come to Alexandria and Issus, two cities 
that were monuments of the Macedonian conqueror; one as retain¬ 
ing his name, the other as the scene of his victory. After entering 
the Cilician plain, he may have visited Adana, JUgve, or Mopsuetia, 
three of the conspicuous cities on the old Roman roads. 5 With all 
these places St. Paul must have been nlbre or less familiar: pro¬ 
bably there were Christians in all of them, anxiously waiting for the 
Decree, and ready to receive the consolation it was intended to 
bring. And one other city must certainly have been visited. If 
there were churches anywhere in Cilicia, there must have been one 
at Tarsus. It was the metropolis of the province ; Paul had resided 
there, perhaps for some years, since the time of his conversion; and 
if he loved his native place ivell enough to speak of it with some¬ 
thing like pride to the Roman officer at Jerusalem, 6 he could not 
be indifferent to its religious welfare. Among the ‘ Gentiles of 
Cilicia,’ to whom the letter which he carried was addressed, the 
Gentiles of Tarsus had no mean place in his affections. And his 
heart must have overflowed with thankfulness, if, as he passed 
through the streets which had been familiar to him since his child¬ 
hood, he knew that many households were around him where the 
Gospel had come ‘ not in word only but in power,’ and the rela¬ 
tions between husband and wife, parent and child, master and slave, 
had been purified and sanctified by Christian love. No doubt the 
city still retained all the aspect of the cities of that day, where art 
and amusement were consecrated to a false religion. The symbols 
of idolatry remained in the public places,—statues, temples, and 
altars,—and the various ‘ objects of devotion,’ which in all Greek 
towns, as well as in Athens (Acts xvii. 23), were conspicuous on 


1 Acts xv. 25. 2 Acts xv. 26. 

3 See the description of ancient 

Antioch above, Chap. IV. pp. 100, 101; 
also p. 111. 

4 The ‘ Syrian Gates ’ are the en¬ 
trance into Cilicia from Syria, as the 
‘Cilician Gates' are from Cappadocia. 
The latter pass, however, is by far the 

f randcr and more important of the two. 

ntermediate between these two, in the 
angle where Taurus and Amanus meet, 
is the pass into Syria by whioh Darius 
fled after the battle of Issus. Both 
entrances fom Syria into Cilicia are 


alluded to by Cicero, as well as the 
great entrance from Cappadocia. 

5 If the Intineraries are examined and 
compared together, the Roman roads 
will l)e observed to diffuse themselves 
among these different towns in the 
Cilician plain, and then to come to¬ 
gether again at the bend of the bay, 
before they enter the Syrian Gates. 
Mopsuetia and Adana were in the di¬ 
rect road from Issus to Tarsus; JEem 
was on the coast-road to Soli. Baise 
also was an important town, situated 
to the S. of Issus. 3 Acts xxi. 89. 
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every qjde. But the silent revolution was begun. Some families 
had already turned ‘from idols to serve the living and true God .’ 1 
The ‘ dumb idols ’ to which, as Gentiles, they had been ‘ carried 
away even as they were led ,’ 2 had been recognised as ‘ nothing in 
the world,i 3 and been ‘cast to the moles and to the bats .’ 4 The 
homes which had once been decorated with the emblems of a vaftn 
mythology, were now bright with the better ornaments of faith, 
hope, and love. And the Apostle'of the Gentiles rejoiced in looking 
forward to the time when the grace which had been triumphant m* 
the household should prevail against principalities and powers,— 
when ‘ every knee should bow h.t the name of Jesus, and every 
tongue confess that He is Lord, to the glory of God the Father .’ 5 * 

But it has pleased God that we should know more of the details 
of early Christianity in the wilder and remoter regions of Asia 
Minor. To these regions the footsteps of St. Paul were turned after 
he had accomplished the work of confirming the churches in Syria 
and Cilicia. The task now before him was the visitation of the 
churches he had formed in conjunction with Barnabas. We proceed 
to follow him in his second journey across Mount Taurus. 

The vast mountain-barrier which separates the sunny plains of 
Cilicia and Pamphylia from the central table-land, has frequently 
been mentioned . 0 On the former journey 7 St. Paul travelled from 
the Pamphylian plain to Antioch in Pisidia, and thence by Iconium 
to Lystra and Derbe. His present course across the mountains was 
more to the eastward; and the last-mentioned cities were visited 

1 1 Thess. i. 9. thology. There are, moreover, some 

8 1 Cor. xii. 2. cars, legs, &c., which seem to have 

3 1 Cor. viii. 4. been vot ive offerings, and which, there- 

4 Isai. ii. 20. These remarks have fore, it would have been sacrilege to 
been suggested by a recent discovery remove; and a great number of lamps 
of much interest at Tarsus. In a or incense-burners, with a carbonaceous 
mound which had formerly rested stain on them. 

against a portion of the city wall, since The date when these things were 
removed, was discovered a large collec- thrown ‘to the moles and bats’ seems 
tion of terracotta figures and lamps, to be ascertained by the dressing of the 
At first these were thought to bo a hair in one of the female figures, which 
sherd-wreck, or the refuse of some is that of the period of the early em- 
Ceramicus or pottery-work. But, on perms, as shown in busts of Domitia, 
observing that the lamps had l>oen or .Julia, the wife of Titus, the same 
used, and that the earthenware gods that is censured by the Roman satirist 
(Z>t Jictiies) bore n^ trace of having and by the Christian Apostle. Some 
been rejected because of defective of them are undoubtedly of an earlier 
workmanship, but, on the contrary, period. 

had evidently been used, it has been We owe the opportunity of seeing 

imagined that these terracottas must these remains, and the foregoing criti- 
have been thrown away, as connected cisms on them (by Mr. Abington, of 
with idolatry, on the occasion of some Hanley, in Staffordshire), to the kind- 
conversion to Christianity. The figures ness of W. B. Barker, Esq., who was 

are such as these,—a head of Pan, for many* years a resident at Tarsus, 
still showing the mortar by which it and who" has recently given much in- 
was set up in some garden or vineyard; formation on the history of Cilicia in 
the boy Mercury; Cybele, Jupiter, his work entitled Lores and Penates. 
Ceres crowned with corn, Apollo with 5 Phil. ii. 10, 11. 
rays, a lion devouring a bull (precisely 8 Especially pp. 17, 40, 87, 129-184, 
similar to that engraved, p. 25), with 147, 157,158. 
other symbols of general or local my- 7 Acts xili. 14. 
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first. More passes than one lead, np into Lycaonia and Cappadocia 
through the chain of Taurus from Cilicia . 1 2 And it has been sup¬ 
posed ’ that the Apostle travelled through one of the minor passes, 
which quits the lower plain at Poinpeiopolis , 3 and enters the upland 
plain of lconium, not far from the conjectural site of Derbe. But 
there is no sufficient reason to suppose that he wont by any other 
than the ordinary road. A traveller wishing to reach the Valais 
conveniently from the banks of the Lago Maggiore would rather go 
by the Simplon, than by the ditiicult path across the Monte Moro •, 
and there is one great pass in Asia Minor which may be called the 
Simplon ' 1 * of Mount Taurus, described as a rent or fissure in the 
mountain-chain, extending from north to south through a distance 
of eighty miles,'' and known in ancient days by the name of the 
‘ Cilician Gates,’—which has been, in all ages, the oasiest and 
most convenient entrance from the northern and central parts of the 
peninsula to the level by the sea-shore, where the traveller pauses 
before he enters Syria. The securing of this pass was the greatest 
cause of anxiety to Cyrus, when he marched into Babylonia to de¬ 
throne his brother . 6 Through this gorge Alexander descended to 
that Cilician plain, which has been finely described by a Greek his¬ 
torian as a theatre made by Nature’s hand for the drama of great 
battles. Cicero followed in the steps of Alexander, as he tells his 
friend Atticus in a letter written with characteristic vanity. And 
to turn to the centuries which have elapsed since the time of the 
Apostles and the first Roman emperors : twice at least, this pass has 
been the pivot on which the struggle for the throne of the East 
seemed to turn,—once, in the war described by obscure historians , 7 
when a pretender at Antioch made the Taurus his defence against 
the Emperor of Rome; and once in a war which we remember, 
when a pretender at Alexandria fortified it and advanced beyond it 
in his attempt to dethrone the Sultan . 8 In the warn between the 


1 The principal passes are enume¬ 
rated in the Modern Traveller. 

2 Wieseler thinks that this would be 
the route adopted, because it leads 
most directly to Derbe (Divle). Hut, 
in the first place, the site of this town 
is very doubtful; and, secondly, the 
shortest road across a mountain-chain 
is not necessarily the best. The road 
by the Cilician Oates was carefully 
made and kept up, and enters the Ly- 
caonian plain near where Derbe must 
have been situated. 

* For Pompciopolis or Soli, see p. 
17, and the note. 

* Mr. Ainsworth points out’some in¬ 
teresting particulars of resemblance 
and contrast between the Alps and this 

part of the Taurus. Travels and Re¬ 
searches in Asia Minor, See, (1842), 
11 . 80. 

6 Gen. Chesney in the Euphrates Ex 

peditton, i 853 


0 Mannert and Forbiger both think 
that he went by a pass more to the 
east; but the arguments of Mr. Ains¬ 
worth for the identity of Dana with 
Tyana, and the coincidence of the route 
of Cyrus with the ‘Cilician Gates,’ 
appear to be conclusive. Travels in 
the Track, Sfc., p. 40. 

7 The war between Severus and Pes- 
eennius Niger. 

8 This was emphatically the ease in 
the first war between Mahomet Ali and 
the Sultan, when Ibrahim Pasha cross¬ 
ed the Taurus and fought the battle 
of Konieh, in December 1882. In the 
second war, the decisive battle was 
fought at Nizib, in June 1889, further 
to the Fast: but even then, while the 
negotiations were pending, this pass 
was the military boundary between the 
opposing powers. See Mr. Ainsworth’s 
Travels and Researches, quoted below. 
He was arrested in his journey by the 
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Crescent and the Cross, which have filled up much of the inter¬ 
vening period, this defile has decided the fate of many an army. 
The Greek historians of the first Saracen invasions describe it by a 
word, unknown to classical Greek, which denotes that when this 
passage (between Cappadocia and Cilicia) was secure, the frontier 
was closed. The Crusaders, shrinking from the remembrance of«ts 
precipices and dangers, called it by the more awful name of the 
‘ Gates of Judas.’ 

Through this pass we conceive St. Paul to have travelled on hi% 
way from Cilicia to Lycaonia. And if we say that the journey was 
made in the spring of the year 04, we shall not deviate very far from 
the actual date. 1 By those who have never followed the Apostle's 
footsteps, the successive features of the scenery through which he 
passed may be compiled from the accounts of recent travellers, and 
arranged in"the following order.-—After leaving Tarsus, the way 
ascends the valley of the Cydnus, which, for some distance, is nothing 
more than an ordinary nfountain valley, with wooded eminences and 
tributary streams. Beyond the point where the road from Adana 
comes in from the right, the hills suddenly draw together and form 
a narrow pass, which has always been guarded by precipitous cliffs, 
and is now crowned by the ruins of a medieval castle. In some 
places the ravine contracts to a width of ten or twelve paces, leaving 
room for only one chariot to pass. It is an anxious place to any one 
in command of a military expedition. To one who is unburdened 
by such responsibility, the scene around is striking and impressive. 
A canopy of fir-trees is high overhead. Bare limestone cliffs rise 
above on either hand to an elevation of many hundred feet. The 
streams which descend towards the Cydnus are close by the way- 
side, and here and there undermine it or wash over it. When the 
higher and more distant of these streams are left behind, the road 
emerges upon an open and elevated region, 4,000 feet above the level 
of the sea. This space of high land may be considered as dividing 
the whole mountain journey into two parts. For when it is passed, 
the streams are seen to flow in a new direction. Not that we have 
attained the point where the highest land of Asia Minor 3 turns the 
waters north and south. The torrents which are seen descending to 
the right, are merely the tributaries of the Sarus, another river of 
Cilicia. The road is conducted northwards through this new ravine ; 


battle of Nizib. For a slight notice of 
the two campaigns, see Yates’ Egypt, 
1 . xv. In the second volume (ch. v.) 
is a curious account of an interview 
with Ibrahim Pasha at Tarsus, in 
1833, with notices of the surrounding 
country. 

1 We have no means of exactly de¬ 
termining either the year or the season. 
He left Corinth in the spring (Acts 
xviii. 21), after staying there a year 
and a half (Acts xviii. 11). lie arrived, 
therefore, at Corinth in the autumn ; 
and probably, as we shall see, in 
the autumn of the year 62. Wieseler 


calculates that a year might be oc¬ 
cupied in the whole journey from 
Antioch through Asia Minor and Ma¬ 
cedonia to Corinth. Perhaps it is bet¬ 
ter to allow a year and a half; and 
the spring is the more likely season to 
have been chosen for the commence¬ 
ment of the journey. See p. 131. 

2 Very full descriptions may be seen 
in Ainsworth aud Kinneir. 

3 This is the Anti-Taurus, which, 
though far less striking in appearance 
than the Taurus, is really higher, as is 
proved by the course of the Sarus and 
other streams. 
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and again the rocks close in upon it, with steep naked cliffs, among 
cedars and pines, ‘ forming an intricate defile, which a handful of 
men might convert into another Thermopylae. ’ When the highest 
peaks of Taurus are left behind, the road to Tyana is continued in 
the same northerly direction ; 1 while that to Iconium takes a turn 
to the left, and passes among wooded slopes with rocky projections, 
and over ground comparatively level, to the great Lycaonian plain. 

The whole journey from Tarsus* to Konieh is enough, in modem 
times, to occupy four laborious days ; 2 and, from the nature of the 
ground, the time required can never have been much less. The 
road, however, was doubtless more'carefully maintained in the time 
of St. Paul than at the present day, when it is only needed for Tatar 
couriers and occasional traders. Antioch and Ephesus had a more 
systematic civilisation then, than Aleppo or Smyrna lias now ; and 
the governors of Cilicia, Cappadocia, and Galatia, were more con¬ 
cerned than a modern Pacha in keeping up the lines of internal 
communication . 3 At various parts of thq journey from Tarsus to 
Iconium traces of the old military way are visible, marks of ancient 
chiselling, substructions, and pavement; stones that have fallen 
over into the rugged river-bed, and sepulchres hewn out in the 
cliffs, or erected on the level ground . 4 Some such traces still follow 
the ancient line of road where it enters the plain of Lycaonia, 
beyond Cybistra , 5 near the spot where we conceive the town of 
Derbe to have been formerly situated . 6 

As St. Paul emerged from the mountain-passes, and came among 
the lower heights through which the Taurus recedes to the Ly¬ 
caonian levels, the heart which had been full of affection and 


1 The roads towards Syria from Cae¬ 
sarea in Cappadocia, and Angora in 
Galatia, both meet at Tyana. The 
place is worthy of notice as the native 
city of Apollonius, the notorious philo¬ 
sopher and traveller. See the begin¬ 
ning of Chap. X. 

* Mr. Ainsworth, in the month of 
November, was six days in travelling 
from Iconium to Adana. Major Rcu- 
nell, who enters very fully into all 
questions relating to distances and 
rates of travelling, says that more than 
forty hours are occupied in crossing the 
Taurus from Ereglt to Adana, though 
the distance is only 78 miles; and he 
adds, that fourteen more would be done 
on common ground in the same time. 
Geog. of Western Asia. 

3 Inscriptions in Asia Minor, re¬ 
lating to the repairing of roads by the 
governors of provinces and other offi¬ 
cials, are not infrequent. 

4 See Ainsworth and Kinneir. 

s See the Map with the line of 

Roman road, p. 149. Cybistra (Eregli) 
was one of Cicero’s military stations. 
Its relation to the Taurus is very clearly 


pointed out in his letters. Writing 
from this place, he was very near 
Derbe. He had come from Iconium, 
and afterwards went through the pass 
to Tarsus; so that his route must have 
nearlv coincided with that of St. Paul. 
The bandit-chief, Antipater of Derbe, 
is one of the personages who play a 
considerable part in this passage' of 
Cicero’s life. 

0 See above, p. 149, n. 2, and p. 157. 
Mr. Hamilton gives a detailed ac¬ 
count of his journey in this direction, 
and of the spots where he saw ruins, 
inscriptions, or tombs. He heard of 
Divle when he was in a yailah on the 
mountains, but did not visit it in con¬ 
sequence of the want of water. There 
was none within eight hours. Com¬ 
pare what is said of the drought of 
Lycaonia by Strabo, as referred to 
above, p. 147. 

Texicr is of opinion that the true 
site of Derbe is Divld, which he de¬ 
scribes as a village in a wild valley 
among the mountains, with Byzantine 
remains. Asie Mineure, ii. 129, 180. 





The view of the mountain which forms so remarkable a feature in the scenery among which Timotheus passed 
his childhood, is due to the kindness of the Rev. (i. F. Weston, who crossed Lycaonia in 1845. It represents 
the appearance of the Kara-Dagh, as seen from the approach from Iconium. 
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anxiety all through the journey, would beat more quickly at* the 
sight if the well-known objects before him. The thought of his 
disciples would come with new force upon his mind, with a warm 
thanksgiving that he was at length allowed to revisit them, and to 
‘ see how they fared .’ 1 The recollection of friends, from whom we 
have parted with emotion, is often strongly associated with natural 
scenery, especially when the scenery is remarkable. And here t!he 
tender-hearted Apostle was approaching the home of his Lycaonian 
converts. On his first visit, when he came as a stranger, he had 
travelled in the opposite direction : 2 but the same objects were again* 
before his eyes, the same wide-spreading plain, the same*black 
summit of the Kara-Dagh. In \he further reach of the plain, be¬ 
yond the 1 Black Mount,’ was the city of Iconium ; nearer to its 
base was Lystra ; and nearer still to the traveller himself was 
Derbe , 3 the last point of his previous journey. Here was his first 
meeting now with the disciples he had then been enabled to gather. 
The incidents of such a meeting,—the inquiries after Barnabas, — 
the welcome given to Silas,—the exhortations, instructions, en¬ 
couragements, warnings, of St. Paul,—may be left to the imagina¬ 
tion of those who have pleasure in picturing to themselves the 
features of the Apostolic age, when Christianity was new. 

This is all we can say of Derbe, for we know no details either of 
the former or present visit to the place. But when we come to 
Lystra, we are at once in the midst of all the interest of St. Paul’s 
public ministry and private relations. Here it was that Paul and 
Barnabas were regarded as Heathen divinities ; 4 that the Jews, who 
had first cried ‘ Hosanna ’ and then crucified the Saviour, turned 
the barbarians from homage to insult ; 5 and that the little Church 
of Christ had been fortified by the assurance that the kingdom of 
heaven can only be entered through ‘ much tribulation. ’ 6 Here too 
it was that the child of Lois and Eunice, taught the Holy Scriptures 
from his earliest years, had been trained to a religious life, and pre¬ 
pared, through the Providence of God, by the sight of the Apostle’s 
sufferings, to be his comfort, support, and companion . 7 

Spring and summer had passed over Lystra, since the Apostles 
had preached there. God had continued to ‘ bless ’ them, and 
given them ‘ rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling their hearts 
with food and gladness .’ 8 But still ‘the living God, who made the 
heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein,’ 
was recognised only by a few. The temple of the Lystrian Jupiter 
still stood before the gate, and the priest still offered the people’s 
sacrifices to the imaginary protector of the city . 0 Heathenism was 

1 See above, p. 192. and the remarks made, pp. 153, 154. 

* Compare Acts xiv. with 2 Tim. iii. New emphasis is given to the Apostle’s 
1®! H. words, if we remember what Strabo 

See the account of the topography says of the absence of water in the 
of this district, Chap. VI. pp. 146, &c. pastures bf Lycaonia. Mr. Weston 
Acts xiv. 12-18, pp. 152, &c. found that water was dearer than milk 

Acts xiv. 19, pp. 154, 155. at Bin-bir-Kilisseh, and that there was 

Acts xiv. 22, p. 157. only one spring, high up the Kara- 

7 See pp. 156, 157. Dagh. 

8 See the words used in St. Paul's 8 Some think that a statue, not a 
address to the Lystrians, Acts xiv., temple of Jupiter is meant. 
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invaded, but not yet destroyed. Some votaries had been withdrawn 
from that polytheistic religion, which wrote and sculptured iy stone 
its dim ideas of ‘ present deities ; ’ 1 crowding its thoroughfares with 
statues and altars , 3 ascribing to the King of the gods the attributes 
of beneficent protection and the government of atmospheric changes , 3 
aijd vaguely recognising Mercury as the dispenser of fruitful seasons 
and the patron of public happiness . 4 But many years of difficulty 
and persecution were yet to elapse before Greeks and Barbarians 
fully learnt, that the God whom St. Paul preached was a Father 
' everywhere present to His children, and the One Author of every 
‘ good and perfect gift. ’ 

Lystfa, however, contributed one of the principal agents in the 
accomplishment of this result. We have seen how the seeds of 
Gospel truth were sown in the heart of Timothous . 5 The' instruction 
received in childhood,—the sight of St. Paul’s sufferings,—the 
hearing of his words,—the example of the 1 unfeigned faith, which 
first dwelt in his grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice,’ 8 —and 
whatever other influences tha Holy Spirit had used for his soul’s 
good,—had resulted in the full conviction that Jesus was the Messiah. 
And if we may draw an obvious inference from the various passages 
of Scripture, which describe the subsequent relation of Paul and 
Timothy, we may assert that natural qualities of an engaging cha¬ 
racter were combined with the Christian faith of this young disciple. 
The Apostle’s heart seems to have been drawn towards him with 
peculiar tenderness. He singled him out from the other disciples. 
‘Him would Paul have to go forth with him .’ 7 This feeling is in 
harmony with all that we read, in the Acts and the Epistles, of St. 
Paul’s affectionate and confiding disposition. He had no relative 
ties which were of service in his apostolic work; his companions 
were few and changing; and though Silas may well be supposed to 
have supplied the place of Barnabas, it was no weakness to yearn 
for the society of one who might become, what Mark had once ap¬ 
peared to be, a sou, in the Gospel . 8 Yet how could he consistently 
take an untried youth on so difficult an enterprise? How could he 
receive Timothy into ‘ the glorious company of Apostles,’ when ho 
had rejected Mark t Such questions might be raised, if we were not 
distinctly told that the highest testimony was given to Timothy’s 
Christian character, not only at Lystra, but at iconium also . 9 We 
infer from this, that diligent inquiry was made concerning his fitness 


* See note in the larger editions. 

2 See the remarks on Tarsus above, 
p. i !)f>, and the note. 

3 Jupiter was often spoken of to this 
effect in poetry and inscriptions. Com¬ 
pare St. Paul’s words, Acts xiv. 17. 

4 Such were the attributes of Mer¬ 
cury as represented in works of art. 

6 Pp. 150, 157. It is well known 
that commentators are not agreed 
whether I.v-tra or Derbc was the birth¬ 
place of Timothy. But the former 
opinion is by far the more probable. 
The latter rests on the view which 


some critics take of Acts xx. 4. The 
whole aspect of Acts xvi. 1, 2, is in 
favour of Lystra. 

c 2 Tim. i. 5. 

7 Acts xvi. 3. The wish was spon¬ 
taneous, not. suggested by others. 

8 This is literally what he afterwards 
said of Timothy: ‘Ye know that, as a 
son with the father, he 1ms served with 
me in the Gospel.’ Phil. ii. 22. Com¬ 
pare also the phrases, ‘my son,’‘my 
own son in the faith.’ 1 Tint. i. 2, 18, 
and 2 Tim. ii. 1. 

9 Acts xvi. 2, 
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for the work to which he was willing to devote himself. To omit, at 
present, all notice of the prophetic intimations which sanctioned the 
appointment of Timothy , 1 2 we have the best proof that he united in 
himself those outward and inward qualifications which a careful 
prudence would require. One other point must be alluded to, which 
was of the utmost moment at that particular crisis of the Churth. 
The meeting of the Council at Jerusalem had lately taken place. 
And, though it had been decided that the Gentiles were not to be 
forced into Judaism on embracing Christianity, and though St. PauL 
carried with him* the Decree, to be delivered ‘ to all the churches, 
-—yet still he was in a delicate <md difficult position. The Jewish 
Christians had naturally a great jealousy on the subject of their 
ancient divine Law r ; and in dealing with the two parties the Apostle 
had need of the utmost caution and discretion. We see, then, that 
in choosing'a fellow-worker, for his future labours, there was a 
peculiar fitness in selecting one, ‘ whose mother was a Jewess, while 
his father was a Greek .’ 3 4 

We may be permitted here to take'a short retrospect of the child¬ 
hood and education of St. Paul’s new associate. The hand of the 
Apostle himself has drawn for us the picture of his early years.’ 
That picture represents to us a mother and a grandmother, full of 
tenderness and faith, piously instructing the young Timotlieus in 
the ancient Scriptures, making his memory familiar with that ‘ cloud 
of witnesses ’ which encompassed all the history of the chosen people, 
and training his hopes to expect the Messiah of Israel . 5 * It is not 
allowed to us to trace the previous history of these godly women of 
the dispersion. It is highly probable that they may have been con¬ 
nected with those Babylonian Jews whom Antioehus settled in 
Phrygia three centuries before or they may have been conducted 
into Lycaonia by some of those mercantile and other changes which 
affected the movements of so many families at the epoch we are 
writing of; such, for instance, as those which brought the household 
of the Corinthian Chloe into relations with Ephesus , 7 and caused the 
proselyte Lydia to remove from Tliyatira to Philippi . 8 There is one 
difficulty which, at first sight, seems considerable ; viz. the fact that 
a religious Jewess, like Eunice, should have been married to a Greek. 
Such a marriage was scarcely in harmony with the stricter spirit of 
early Judaism, and in Palestine itself it could hardly have taken 
place . 0 But among the Jews of the dispersion, and especially in 
remote districts, •where but few of the scattered people were esta- 


1 1 Tim. i. 18. See iv. 14. We 
ought to add, that ‘ the brethren ’ who 
gave testimony in praise of Timothy 
were the very converts of St. Paul 
himself, and, therefore, witnesses in 
whom he had good reason to place, the 
utmost confidence. 

2 Acts xvi. 4. 

3 Acts xvi. 1. 

4 2 Tim. i. 5, iii. 15, &c. 

0 If it is allowable to allude to an 

actual picture of a scene of this kind, 

we may mention the drawing of ‘ Jew 


ish women reading the Scriptures,’ in 
Wilkie’s Oriental Sketches. 

6 See Chop. 11, p. 82, also Chap. T. pp. 

14, 15. The authority for the state¬ 
ment made there is Joseph. Ant. xii. 
3,4. • 

7 1 Cor. i. 11. 8 Acts xvi. 14. 

B beamed men (Selden and Sli- 

chaelis for instance) take different 
views of the lawfulness of such mar¬ 
riages. The cases of Esther and of va¬ 
rious members of the Herodian family 
obviously occur to us. 
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blished, the case was rather different. Mixed marriages, under such 
circumstances, were doubtless very frequent. We are at liberty to 
suppose that in this case the husband was a proselyte. We hear of 
no objections raised to the circumcision of Timothy, and we may 
reasonably conclude that the father was himself inclined to Judaism 
if, indeed, he were not already deceased, and Eunice a widow. This 
very circumstance, however, of his mixed origin gave to Timothy 
an intimate connection with both, the Jewish and Gentile worlds. 
Though far removed from the larger colonies of Israelitish families, 
he wap brought up in a thoroughly Jewish atmosphere: his heart 
was at Jerusalem while his footsteps were in the level fields near 
Lystra, or on the volcanic crags of the Black Mount: and his mind 
was stored with the Hebrew or Greek 1 2 words of inspired men of old 
in the midst of the rude idolaters, whose language was ‘ the speech 
of Lycaonia.’ And yet he could hardly be called a Jewish boy, for 
he had not been admitted within the pale of God’s ancient covenant 
by the rite of circumcision. Ho was in the same position, with 
respect to the Jewish Church, -as those, witn respect to the Christian 
Church, who, in various ages, and for various reasons, have deferred 
their baptism to the period of mature life. And ‘the Jews which 
were in those quarters ,’ 3 however much they may have respected 
him, yet, knowing ‘ that his father was a Greek,’ and that he him¬ 
self was uncircumcised, must have considered him all but an ‘ alien 
from the commonwealth of Israel.’ 

Now, for St. Paul to travel among the synagogues with a com¬ 
panion in this condition,—and to attempt to convince the Jews that 
Jesus was the Messiah, when his associate and assistant in the work 
was an uncircumcised Heathen,—would evidently have been to en¬ 
cumber his progress and embarrass his work. We see in the first 
aspect of the case a complete explanation of what to many has 
seemed inconsistent, and what some have ventured to pronounce as 
culpable, in the conduct of St. Paul. ‘ He took and circumcised 
Timotheus.’ How could he do otherwise, if he acted with his usual 
far-sighted caution and deliberation l Had Timothy not been cir¬ 
cumcised, a storm would have gathered round the Apostle in his 
further progress. The Jews, who were ever ready to persecute him 
from city to city, would have denounced him still more violently in 
every synagogue, when they saw in his personal preferences, and in 
the co-operation he most valued, a visible revolt against the law of 
his forefathers. To imagine that they could have overlooked the 
absence of circumcision in Timothy’s case, as a matter of no essential 
importance, is to suppose they had already become enlightened 
Christians. Even in the bosom of the Church we have seen 4 the 


1 The expression in the original (xvi. 
3) means, ‘ he was a born Grepk.’ The 
most natural inference is, that his 
father was living, ami most probably 
not a proselyte of righteousness, if a 
proselyte at all. 

2 We cannot tell how far this family 

is to be reckoned Hellenistic or Ara¬ 

maic (seeChap. II.). But the Hellenistic 


clement would be likely to predomi¬ 
nate. In reference to this subject, Mr. 
Grinlield, in his recent work on the 
Septuagint, p. 63, notices the two quo¬ 
tations from that version in St. Paul's 
letters to Timothy. 1 Tim. v. 18 ; 2 
Tim. ii. 19. 

* Acts xvi. 3, 

4 Chap. VII. 
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difficulties which had recently been raised by scrupulousness and 
bigotry on this very subject. And the difficulties would have been 
increased tenfold in the untrodden field before St. Paul by proclaim¬ 
ing everywhere on his very arrival that circumcision was abolished. 
His fixed 'line of procedure was to act on the cities through the 
synagogues, and to preach the Gospel first to the Jew and thenffio 
the Gentile. 1 He had no intention of abandoning this method, and 
we know that he continued it fot many years. 2 But such a course 
would have been impossible had not Timothy been circumcised. He* 
must necessarily have been repelled by that people who endeaVbured 
once (as we shall see hereafter)*to murder St. Paul, because they 
imagined he had taken a Greek into the Temple. 3 The very inter¬ 
course of social life would have been hindered, and made almost 
impossible, by the presence of a half-heathen companion: for, how¬ 
ever far the stricter practice may have been relaxed among the 
Hellenising Jews of the dispersion, the general principle of exclu¬ 
siveness everywhere remained, and it was still ‘ an abomination ’ 
for the circumcised to eat with the uncircumcised. 4 

It may be thought, however, that St. Paul’s conduct in circum¬ 
cising Timothy was inconsistent with the principle and practice he 
maintained at Jerusalem when he refused to circumcise Titus. 5 But 
the two cases were entirely different. Then there was an attempt 
to enforce circumcision as necessary to salvation : now it was per¬ 
formed as a voluntary act, and simply on prudential grounds. Those 
who insisted on the ceremony in the case of Titus were Christians, 
who were endeavouring to burden the Gospel with the yoke of the 
Law : those for whose sakes Timothy became obedient to one pro¬ 
vision of the Law, were Jews, whom it was desirable not to provoke, 
that they might more easily be delivered from bondage. By con¬ 
ceding in the present case, prejudice was conciliated and the Gospel 
furthered : the results of yielding in the former case would have been 
disastrous, and perhaps ruinous, to the cause of pure Christianity. 

If it be said that even in this case there was danger lest serious 
results should follow,—that doubt might be thrown on the freedom 
of the Gospel, and that colour might be given to the Judaising pro¬ 
pensity ;—it is enough to answer, that indifferent actions become 
right or wrong according to our knowledge of their probable con¬ 
sequences,^—and that St. Paul was a better judge of the consequences 
likely to follow from Timothy’s circumcision than we can possibly 
be. Are we conceited about the effects likely to have been produced 
on the mind of Timotheus himself ? There was no risk, at least, 
lest he should think that circumcision was necessary to salvation, 
for he had been publicly recognised as a Christian before he was 
circumcised : 6 and the companion, disciple, and minister of St. Paul 
was in no danger, we should suppose, of becoming a Judaiser. And 
as for the moral results which might be expected to follow in the 
minds of the other Lycaonian Christians,—it must be remembered 

1 Acts xiii. 5, 14, xiv. 1, xvii. 1, 2, 3 Acts xxi. 29 with xxii. 22. 

10, xviii. 4, 19, xix. 8,9 ; and compare 4 See pp. 198, 194. 

Rotn. i. 16, ii. 9, 10. 3 Gal. it. 3. See p. 173. 

* See Acte xxviii. 8 Acts xvi. 1-8. 
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that at this very moment St. Paul was carrying with him an^l pub¬ 
lishing the Decree which announced to all Gentiles that they wore 
not to be burdened with a yoke which the Jews had never been able 
to bear. St. Luke notices this circumstance in the very next verse 
after the mention of Timothy’s circumcision, as if to call our atten¬ 
tion to the contiguity of the two facts. 1 2 It would seem, indeed, that 
the very best arrangements were adopted which a divinely enlightened 
prudence' could suggest. Paid carried with him the letter of the 
• Apostles and elders, that no Gentile Christian might be enslaved to 
Judafinn. He circumcised his minister and companion, that no 
Jewish Christian might have his prejudices shocked. His language 
was that which he always used,—‘ Circumcision is nothing, and 
uncircumcision is nothing. The renovation of the heart in Christ 
is everything. 3 Let every man be persuaded in his,own mind.’ 3 
No innocent prejudice was ever treated roughly by St. Paul. To 
the Jew he became a Jew, to the (! entile a Gentile : ‘he was all 
things to all men, if by any means lie might save some.’ 4 

Iconium appears to have been the place where Timothy was cir¬ 
cumcised. The opinion of the Christians at Iconium, as well as 
those at Lystra, had been obtained before the Apostle took him as 
his companion. Those towns were separated only by the distance 
of a few miles ; 5 * and constant communication must have boon going 
on between the residents in the two places, whether Gentile, Jewish, 
or Christian. Iconium was by far the more populous and important 
city of the two, — and it was the point of intersection of all the great 
roads in the neighbourhood. 3 For these reasons we conceive that 
St. Paul’s stay in Iconium was of greater moment than his visits to 
the smaller towns, such as Lystra. Whether the ordination of 
Timothy, as well as his circumcision, took place at this particular 
place and time, is a point not easy to determine. But this view is 
at least as probable as any other that can be suggested : and it gives 
a new and solemn emphasis to this occasion, if we consider it as that 
to which reference is made in the tender allusions of the pastoral 
letters,-—where St. Paul reminds Timothy of his good confession 
before ‘many witnesses,’ 7 of the ‘prophecies’ which sanctioned 
his dedication to God’s service, 8 and of the ‘gifts ’ received by the 
laying on of ‘the hands of the presbyters ’ 9 and the Apostle’s ‘ own 
hands.’ 10 Such references to the day of ordination, with all its well- 
remembered details, not only were full of serious admonition to 


1 See vv. 3, 4. 

2 Gal. v. 6, vi. 15. St. Paul’s own 
conduct on tlie confines of Galatia is a 
commentary on the words he uses to 
the Galatians. 

3 Horn. xiv. 5. 

4 1 Cor. ix. 20-22. 

s To what has been said before (pp. 

146, 148, &e.) add the following note 

from a MS. journal alreadv quoted. 

1 Oct. 6.—Left Konieb at 12. Traversed 

the enormous plains for hours, when 
wo reached a small Turcoman village. 

Oct, 7.—At 11-30 we approached 


the Kara-Dagli, and in about an hour 
began to ascend its slopes. VVe were 
thus about 11 hours crossing the plain 
from Konieh. This, with 2 on the 
other side, made in all 13 hours. We 
were heartily tired of the plain.’ 

0 Roads from Iconium to Tarsus in 
Cilicia, Side in Pampliylia, Kphesus 
in Asia, Angora in Galatia, Catsarea in 
Cappadocia, &c., are all mentioned in 
the ancient authorities. 

7 1 Tim. vi. 12. 

s 1 Tim. i. 18. 

» 1 Tim. iv. 14. 10 2 Tim. i. 6. 
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Timotky, but possess the deepest interest for us. 1 And this interest 
becomes still greater if we bear in mind that the ‘ witnesses ’ who 
stood by were St. Paul’s own converts, and the very ‘ brethren ’ who 
gave testimony to Timothy’s high character at Lystra and Iconium ; s 
—that the 1 prophecy ’ which designated him to his office was tjie 
same spiritual gift which had attested the commission of Barnabas 
and Saul at Antioch, 3 —and that .the College of Presbyters, 4 who, in 
conjunction with the Apostle, ordained the new minister of the 
Gospel, consisted of those who had been ‘ ordained in ..every® 
Church ’ 3 at the close of that tiypt journey. 

On quitting Iconium St. Paul left the route of his previous expe¬ 
dition ; unless indeed lie went in the first place to Antioch in Pisidia, 
—a journey to which city was necessary in order to complete a full 
visitation of "the churches founded on the continent in conjunction 
with Barnabas. It is certainly most in harmony with our first im¬ 
pressions, to believe that this city was not unvisited. No mention, 
however, is made of tlitf place, and it is enough to remark that a 
residence of a few weeks at Iconium as his head-quarters would 
enable the Apostle to sec more than once all the Cliristiansat Antioch, 
Lystra, and Derbe. 0 It is highly probable that he did so: for the 
whole aspect of the departure from Iconium, as it is related to us in 
the Bible, is that of a new missionary enterprise, undertaken after 
the work of visitation was concluded. St. Paul leaves Iconium, as 
formerly he left the Syrian Antioch, to evangelise the Heathen in 
new countries. Silas is his companion in place of Barnabas, and 
Timothy is with him ‘ for his minister,’ as Mark was with him then. 
Many roads were before him. By travelling westwards he would 
soon cross the frontier of the province of Asia, 7 and he might descend 
by the valley of the Mieandcr to Ephesus, its metropolis : 8 or the 
roads to the south 9 might have conducted him to Perga and Attaleia, 


1 This is equally true, if t lie ordina¬ 
tion is to be considered coincident with 
tiie. ‘laying on of hands,’ by which 
tiic miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghost 
were first communicated, as in "the case 
of Cornelius (Acts x. 44), the Samari¬ 
tans (viii. 17), the disciples at Kplie- 
sus (xix. 6), and St. Paul himself (ix. 
17), See the Essay on the Apostolical 
Oiliec in Stanley's Sfrmons and A'ssays, 
especially p. 71. These gifts doubtless 
pointed out the offices to which indi¬ 
viduals were specially called. Com¬ 
pare together the three important 
passages: Korn. xii. G-8 ; t Cor. xii. 
28-30; Eph. iv. 11, 12 ; also 1 l’ct. 
iv. 10 , 11 . 

2 Compare Acts xvi. 2 with Acts 
xiii. 51-xiv. 21. 

3 Compare 1 Tim. i. 18 with Acts 
xiii. 1-3. 

4 1 Tim. iv. 14. See 2 Tim. i. G. 

9 Acts xiv. 23. 

6 It would also be very easy for St. 
Paul to visit Antioch on his route from 


Iconium through Phrygia and Galatia. 
Sec below, p. 208. 

7 It is impossible, as we have seen 
(p. 184), to determine the exact fron¬ 
tier. 

a The great road from Ephesus to 
the Euphrates ascended the valley of 
the Majttnder to the neighbourhood of 
Laodicca, Hierapolis, and Colossal 
Col. iv. 13-1G], and thence passeil 
y Apamca to Iconium. This was Ci¬ 
cero’s route, when ho travelled from 
Ephesus to Cilicia. 

11 The Peutinger Table lias a direct 
road from Iconium to Side, on the 
const of Pamphvlia. Thence another 
road follows the coast to Perga, and 
goes thence across Western l’isidia to 
the valley of the Mseander. None of 
the Itineraries mention any direct road 
from Antioch in Pisidia to l’erga and 
Attaleia, corresponding to the journeys 
of Paul anti Harnabas. Side was a har¬ 
bour of considerable importance. 
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and the other cities on the coast of Pamphylia. But neither o? these 
routes was chosen. Guided by the ordinary indications of Provi¬ 
dence, or consciously taught by the Spirit of God, he advanced in a 
northerly direction, through what is called, in the general language 
of Scripture, ‘ Phrygia and the region of Galatia.’ 

We have seen' that the term ‘ Phrygia ’ had no political signifi¬ 
cance in the time of St. Paul. It t%as merely a geographical expres¬ 
sion, denoting a debateable counti-y of doubtful extent, diffused 
*over the frontiers of the provinces of Asia and Galatia, but mainly 
belonging to the former. We believe that this part of the Apostle’s 
journey might be described under various forms of expression, ac¬ 
cording as the narrator might speak politically or popularly. A 
traveller proceeding from Cologne to Hanover might be described as 
going through Westphalia or through Prussia. The course of the 
railroad would be the best indication of his real path. So we imagine 
that our best guide in conjecturing St. Paul’s path through this part 
of Asia Minor is obtained by examining the direction of the ancient 
and modern roads. We have marked his route in our map along 
the general course of the Roman military way, and the track of 
Turkish caravans, which leads by Laodicea, Philomelium, and Syn- 
nada,—or, to use the existing terms, by Ladik, Ak-Sher, and Eski- 
Karahissar. This road follows the northern side of that ridge which 
Strabo describes as separating Philomelium and Antioch in Pisidia, 
and which, as we have seen, 1 2 materially assisted Mr. Arundell in 
discovering the latter city. If St. Paul revisited Antioch on his 
way, 3 —and we cannot be sure that he did not,—he would follow 
the course of his former journey, 4 * and then regain the road to 
Synnada by crossing the ridge to Philomelium. We must again 
repeat, that the path marked down here is conjectural. We have 
nothing either in St. Luke’s narrative or in St. Paul’s own letters to 
lead us to any place in Phrygia, as certainly visited by him on this 
occasion, and as the home of the converts he then made. One city 
indeed, which is commonly reckoned among the Phrygian cities, has 
a great place in St. Paul’s biography, and it lay on the line of an 
important Roman road. 6 But it was situated far within the province 
of Asia, and for several reasons we think it highly improbable that 
he visited Colossi® on this journey, if indeed he ever visited it at all. 
The most probable route is that which lies more to the northwards 
in the direction of the true Galatia. . 

The remarks which have been made on Phrygia, must be re¬ 
peated, with some modification, concerning Galatia. It is true 
that Galatia was a province : but we can plainly see that the term 
is used here in its popular sense,—not as denoting the whole 
territory which was governed by the Galatian proprietor, but rather 
the primitive region of ijpe tetrarchs and kings, without including 
those districts of Phrygia or Lycaonia, which were now politically 

1 Pp. 182-184, 18G, &c., and the Phrygia. So Strabo. It was on the 

notes. great road mentioned above, from 

3 See pp. 134,135. Iconium to Ephesus. We come here 

5 See above, p. 207, n. 6. upon a question which we need not 

' AetB xiv. anticipate; viz. whether St. Paul was 

6 Xenophon reckons Colossse in ever at Colossse. 
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unitedVith it. 1 2 There is absolutely no city in true Galatia which 
is mentioned by the Sacred Writers in connection with the first 
spread of Christianity. From the peculiar form of expression 3 
with which the Christians of this part of Asia Minor are addressed 
by St. Paul in the Epistle which he wrote to them, 3 and alluded to 
in another of his Epistles, 4 —we infer that ‘ the churches of Galatia, 
were not confined to any one city-, but distributed through various 
parts of the country. If we were to mention two cities, which, 
both from their intrinsic importance, and from their connection 
with the leading roads, 5 are likely to have been visited and re¬ 
visited by the Apostle, we should be inclined to select Pessinus 
and Ancyra. The first of these cities retained some importance as 
the former capital of one of the Galatian tribes, 6 and its trade was 
considerable ’under the early Emperors. Moreover, it had an an¬ 
cient and wide-spread renown, as the seat of the primitive worship 
of Cybele, the Great Mother. 7 Though her oldest and most sacred 
image (which, like that of Diana at ‘Ephesus, 8 had 4 fallen down 
from heaven ’) had been removed to Rome,—her worship con¬ 
tinued to thrive in Galatia, under the superintendence of her 
effeminate and fanatical j>riests or Galli, 9 and Pessinus was the 
object of one of Julian’s pilgrimages, when Heathenism was on 
the decline. 10 Ancyra was a place of still greater moment : for it 
was the capital of the province. 11 The time of its highest eminence 
was not under the Gaulish but the Roman government. Augustus 
built there a magnificent temple of marble, 12 and inscribed there a 
history of his deeds, almost in the style of an Asiatic sovereign. 13 
This city was the meeting-place of all the great roads in the north 
of the peninsula. 14 And, when we add that Jews had been estab- 


1 See pp. 188, 189, and the notes. 

2 4 The churches of Galatia/ in the 
plural. The occurrence of this term 
in the salutation gives the Epistle to 
the Galatians the form of a circular 
letter. The same phrase, in the Se¬ 
cond Epistle to the Corinthians, con¬ 
veys the impression that there was no 
great central church in Galatia, like 
that of Corinth m Achaia, or that of 
Ephesus in Asia. 

3 Gal. i. 2. • 4 1 Cor. xvi. 1. 

5 The route is conjecturally laid 

down m the map from Synnada to 
Pessinus and Ancyra. Mr. Hamilton 
travelled exactly along this line, and 
describes the bare and dreary country 
at length. Near Pessinus he found an 
inscription relating to the repairing of 
the Roman road, on a column which 
had probably been a milestone. Both 
the Antonine and Jerusalem Itinera¬ 
ries give the road between Pessinus 
and Ancyra, with the intermediate 
stages. 

6 The ToliBtoboii, or Western Gala¬ 

tians 


7 See above, p. 188. 

8 Herodian’s expression concerning 
this image is identical with that in 
Aets xix. 35. 

9 Jerome connects this term with 
the name of the Galatians. See, how¬ 
ever, Smith’s Dictionary of Antiquitits , 
under the word. See also under ‘Mo- 
galesia.’ 

10 Ammian Marc. xxii. 9. 

11 This appears from its coins at this 
period. It was also called ‘Sebaste, 
from the favour of Augustus. 

12 This temple has been described by 
a long series of travellers, from Lucas 
and Tournefort to Hamilton and 
Texier. 

13 Full comments on this inscription 
will be found in Hamilton. We may 
compare it with the recently deciphered 
record of the victories of Darius Hy- 
staspes on the rock at Behistoun. See 
Vaux’s Nineveh and Persepolis. 

14 Colonel Leake’s map shows at one 
glance what we learn from the Itinera¬ 
ries. We see there the roads radiating 
from it iu every direction 


Q 
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lished there from the time of Augustus, 1 and probably eartier, we 
can hardly avoid the conclusion that the Temple and Inscription 
at Angora, which successive travellers have described and copied 
during the last three hundred years, were once seen by the Apostle 
Qf the Gentiles. 

However this may have been, we have some information from 
his own pen, concerning his first journey through ‘ the region of 
Galatia.’ We know that he was delayed there by sickness, and we 
4cnow in what spirit the Galatians received him. 

■ jj5t. Paul affectionately reminds the Galatians 2 that it was ‘bodily 
Mchtess which caused him to preach the Glad Tidings to them at 
the first.’ The allusion is to his first visit : and the obvious infer¬ 
ence is, that he was passing through Galatia to some other district 
(possibly Pontus, 3 where wo know that many Jews were estab¬ 
lished), when the state of his bodily health**,rrested his progress. 4 
Thus he became, as it were, the Evangelist of Galatia against his 
will. But his zeal to discharge the duty'"that was laid on him did 
not allow him to be silent. He was instant ‘ in season and out of 
season.’ ‘ Woe ’ was on him if he did not preach the Gospel. The 
same Providence detained him among the Gauls, which would not 
allow him to enter Asia or Bithynia : 5 and in the midst of his 
weakness he made the Glad Tidings known to all who would listen 
to him. We cannot say what this sickness was, or with absolute 
certainty identify it with that ‘ thorn in the flesh ’ 6 to which he 
feelingly alludes in his Epistles, as a discipline which God had laid 
on him. But the remembrance of what he suffered in Galatia 
seems so much to colour all the phrases in this part of .the Epistle, 
that a deep personal interest is connected with the circumstance. 
Sickness in a foreign country has a peculiarly depressing effect or 
a sensitive mind. And though doubtless Timotheus watched over 
the Apostle’s weakness with the most affectionate solicitude,—yet 
those who have experienced what fever is in a land of strangers wil 
know how to sympathise, even with St. Paul, in this human trial 
The climate and the prevailing maladies of Asia Minor may hav< 
been modified with the lapse of centuries : and we are without th< 
guidance of St. Luke’s medical language, 7 which sometimes throw 
a light on diseases alluded to in Scripture : but two Christia: 
sufferers, in widely different ages of the Church, occur to th 
memory as we look on the map of Galatia. We could hardl 
mention any two men more thoroughly imbued with the spirit c 
St.'Paul, than John Chrysostom and Henry Martyn. 8 And whe 


1 See the reference to Josephus, p. 

189, n. 4. 

3 Gal. iv. 18. 

3 See above p. 190. 

4 There can be no doubt that the 
literal translation is, * on account of 
bodily weakness.’ And there seems 
no good reason why we should trans¬ 

late it differently, though most of the 

English commentators take a different 

view. BOttger, in harmony with his 

hypothesis that St. Luke’s Galatia 


means the neighbourhood of Lvsti 
and Derbe, thinks that the bodii 
weakness here alluded to was the r 
suit of the stoning at Lystra. Ac 
xiv. 

5 Acts xvi. 6, 7. 

8 2 Cor. xii. 7-10. Paley (on G 
iv. 11-16) assumes the identity, and 
is probably right. 

' See the paper alluded to, p. 78, n 

8 There was a great similarity int 
last sufferings of these apostolic me 
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•we r^pd how these two saints suffered in their last hours from 
fatigue, pain, rudeness, and cruelty, among the mountains of Asia 
Minor which surround tho place 1 where they rest,—we can well 
enter into the meaning of St. Paul’s expressions of gratitude to 
those who received him kindly in the hour of his weakness. 

The Apostle’s reception among the frank and warm-hearted Gtfttln 
was peculiarly kind and disinterested. No Church is reminded by 
the Apostle so tenderly of the‘time of their first meeting. 4 Tho 
recollection is used by him to strengthen his reproaches of thqi» 
mutability, and to enforce the pleading with which he urgeli thenit 
to return to the true Gospel. ‘That Gospel had been receive8%ri 
the first place with the same affection which they extended to the 
Apostle himself. And the subject, the manner, and tho results of 
his preaching are not obscurely indicated in the Epistle itself. Tho 
great topic there, as at Corinth and everywhere, was ‘ the cress of 
Christ’ — ‘Christ crucified ’ set forth among them. 3 The Divine 
evidence of the Spirit fpllowed tho word, spoken by tho mouth of 
the Apostle, and received by ‘ the hearing of the ear.’ 4 Many were 
converted, both Greeks and Jews, men and women, free men and 
slaves. 5 The worship of false divinities, whether connected with 
the old superstition at Pessinus, or the Roman idolatry at Ancyra, 
was forsaken for that of the true and living God. 0 And before St. 
Paul left the ‘ region of Galatia ’ on his onward progress, various 
Christian communities 7 were added to those of Cilicia, Lycaonia, 
and Phrygia. 

In following St. Paul on his departure from Galatia, we come to 
a passage of acknowledged difficulty in tho Acts of the Apostles. 8 
Not that the words themselves are obscure. The difficulty relates, 
not to grammatical construction, but to geographical details. The 
statement contained in St. Luke’s words is as follows :—After 
preaching the Gospel in Phrygia and Galatia, they were hindered 
from preaching it in Asia ; accordingly, when in Mysia or its neigh¬ 
bourhood, they attempted to penetrate into Bithynia; and this also 
being forbidden by the Divine Spirit, they passed by Mysia and 
came down to Troas. Now everything depends here on the sense 
we assign to the geographical terms. What is meant by the words 
‘ Mysia,’ ‘Asia,’ and ‘Bithynia? ’ It will be remembered that all 
these words had a wider and a more restricted sense. 9 They might 
be used popularly and vaguely ; or they might be taken in their 


—the same intolerable pain in I he 
head, the same inclement weather, and 
the same cruelty on the part of those 
who urged on the journey. In the 
larger editions the details of Martyn’s 
last journal are compared with similar 
passages in the Benedictine life of 
Chrysostom. 

1 It is remarkable that Chrysostom 
and Martyn are buried in the same 
place. They both died on a journey, 
at Tocat or Comana in Pontus. 

* The references have been given 
above in the account of Galatia, p. 186. 


3 Compare Gal. iii. 1 with 1 Cor- u 
13, 17, ii. 2, &c. 

4 Gal. iii. 2. So at Tliessalonica 
1 Thess. ii. 13. 

5 Gal. iii. 27, 28. 

3 See the remarks above (pp. V96 
197), in reference to Tarsus. 

7 The plural (Gal. i. 2, t id 1 Cor. 
xvi. 1) implies this. See pp. 248, 249. 

8 Acts xvi. 6, 7. For a similar ac¬ 
cumulation of participles see Acts xxv. 
b—8. 

8 See above, p. 182 
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exacter political meaning. It seems to us that the whole difficulty 
disappears by understanding them in the former sense, and by 
believing (what is much the more probable, a priori) that St. Luke 
wrote in the usual popular language, without any precise reference 
to the provincial boundaries. Wo need hardly mention Bithynia ; 
for whether we speak of it traditionally or politically, it was ex¬ 
clusive both of Asia and Mysia. 1 , In this place it is evident that 
Mysia is excluded also from Asia, just as Phrygia is above ; 2 not 
'because these two districts were not parts of it in its political cha¬ 
racter'of a province, but because they had a history and a tradi¬ 
tional character of their own sufficiently independent to give them 
a name in popular usage. As regards Asia, it is simply viewed as 
the western portion of Asia Minor. Its relation to the peninsula has 
been very well described by saying that it occupied the same relative 
position which Portugal occupies with regard to Spain. 3 The com¬ 
parison would be peculiarly just in the passage before us. For the 
Mysia of St. Luke is to Asia what Gallicia°is to Portugal ; and the 
journey from Galatia and Phrygia to the city of Troas has its 
European parallel in a journey from Castile to Vigo. 

We are evidently destitute of materials for laying down the route 
of St. Paul and his companions. All that relates to Phrygia and 
Galatia must be left vague and blank, like an unexplored country in 
a map (as in fact this region itself is in the maps of Asia Minor 4 ), 
where we are at liberty to imagine mountains and plains, rivers and 
cities, but are unable to furnish any proofs. As the path of the 
Apostle, however, approaches the vilgean, it comes out into com¬ 
parative light : the names of places are again mentioned, and the 
country and the coast have been explored and described. The early 
part of the route then must be left indistinct. Thus much, how¬ 
ever, we may venture to say,—that since the Apostle usually turned 
his steps towards the large towns, where many Jews were estab¬ 
lished, it is most likely that Ephesus, Smyrna, or Pergamus was the 
point at which he aimed, when he sought ‘ to preach the Word in 
Asia.’ There is nothing else to guide our conjectures, except the 
boundaries of the provinces and the lines of the principal roads. If 
he moved from Angora 5 in the general direction above pointed out, 


1 Mysia was at one time an apple of 
discord between the kings of Pergamus 
and Bithynia ; and the latter were for 
a certain period masters of a consider¬ 
able tract on the shore of the Propontis. 
But this was at an end when the 
Romans began to interfere in the 
affairs of the East. 

It may be well to add a few words 
on the history of Mysia, whjch was 
purposely deferred to this place. See 
p. 184, n". 2. Under the Persians this 
corner of Asia Minor formed the 
satrapy of Little Phrygia : under the 
Christian Emperors it was the province 
of The Hellespont. In the intermediate 
period we find it called ‘Mysia,’and 
often divided into two parts: viz. 


Little Mysia on the north, called also 
Mysia on the Hellespont, or Mysia 
Olvmpene, because it lay to the north 
of Mount Olympus ; and Great Mysia, 
or Mysia Pergamene, to the south and 
east, containing the three districts of 
Troas. AColis, and Teuthrania. 

2 Acta xvi. 6. 

3 Paley’s Horae Paulina:. (1 Cor. 
No. 2.) 

1 Kiepert’s map, which is the best, 
shows this. Hardly any region in 
the peninsula has been less explored 
than Galatia and Northern Phrygia. 

5 Mr. Ainsworth mentions a hill near 
Angora in this direction, the Baulos- 
Dagh, which is named after the 
Apostle. 



viii.] Journey to the sEgean. » 213 

he w<*uld cross the river Sangarius near Kiutaya, 1 which is a great 
modern thoroughfare, and has been mentioned before (Chap. VI. p. 
134) in connection with the route from Adalia to Constantinople ; 
and a little further to the west, near Aizani, he would be about the 
place where the boundaries of Asia, Bithynia, and Mysia meet to¬ 
gether, and on the watershed which separates the waters flowing 
northwards to the Propontis, and those which feed the rivers of the 
HSgean. 

Here then we may imagine the Apostle and his three companion# 
to pause,—uncertain of their future progress,—on the chall?downs 
which lie between the fountain^ of the Rhyndacus and those of the 
Hermus, — in the midst of scenery not very unlike what is familiar 
to us in England. 2 The long range of the Mysian Olympus to the 
north is the.boundary of Bithynia. The summits of the Phrygian 
Dindymus on the south are on the frontier of Galatia and Asia. 
The Hermus flows through the province of Asia to the islands of 
the HSgean. The Rhyndacus flows to the Propontis, and separates 
Mysia from Bithynia. By following the road near the former river 
they would easily arrive at Smyrna or Pergamus. By descending 
the valley of the latter and then crossing Olympus, 3 they would be 
in the richest and most prosperous part of Bithynia. In which 
direction shall their footsteps be turned ? Some Divine intimation, 
into the nature of which we do not presume to inquire, told the 
Apostle that the Gospel was not yet to be preached in the populous 
cities of Asia. 4 The time was not yet come for Christ to be made 
known to the Greeks and Jews of Ephesus,—and for the churches 
of Sardis, Pergamus, Philadelphia, Smyrna, Thyatira, and Laodicea, 
to be admitted to their period of privilege and trial, for the warning 
of future generations. Shall they turn, then, in the direction of 
Bithynia? 5 This also is forbidden. St. Paul (so far as we know) 

1 Kiutaya (the ancient Cotyieum) is merely forbidden to preach the Gospel 

now one of the most important towns in Asia. We are not told that they 
in the peninsula. It lies too on the did not enter Asia. Their road lay 
ordinary road between Broussa and entirely through Asia (politically 
Konieh. speaking) from the moment of leaving 

2 See Mr. Hamilton’s account of the (lalatia till their arrival at Troas. 
course of the Rhyndacus, his compa- On the other hand, they were not 
rison of the district of Azanitis to the allowed to enter Bithynia at all. 
chalk scenery of England, and his Meyer’s view of the word ‘ Asia ’ in 
notice of Dindymus, which seems to be this passage is surprising. He holds 
part of the watershSd that crosses the it to mean the eastern continent as 
country from the Taurus towards Ida, opposed to ‘ Europe.’ [See p. 182, &e.) 
and separates the waters of the Medi- lie says that the travellers being uncer- 
terranean and JEgean from those of the tain whether Asia in the more limited 
Euxine and Propontis. In the course sense were not intended, made a vain 
of his progress up the Rhyndacus he attempt to enter Bithynia, and finally 
frequently mentions the ’ aspect of learned at Troas that Europe was their 
Olympus, the summit of which could destinatiftn. 

not be reached at the end of March in ® The route is drawn in the map 
consequence of the snow. past Aizani into the valley ot the Her- 

3 The ordinary road from Broussa to mus, and then northwards towards 

Kiutayah crosses a part of the range Hadriani on the Rhyndacus. This is 
of Olympus. The Peut. Table has a merely an imaginary line, to express to 
road joining Broussa with Pergamus. the eye the changes of plan which oc- 

? It will be observed that they were curred successively to St. Paul. The 
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never crossed the Mysian Olympus, or entered the cities of oNiccea 
and Chalcedon, illustrious places in the Christian history of a later 
age. By revelations, which were anticipative of the fuller and 
clearer communication at Troas, the destined path of the Apostolic 
Cqmpany was pointed out, through the intermediate country, di¬ 
rectly to the West. Leaving the greater x>art of what was popularly 
called Mysia to the right, 1 they capie to the shores of the JEgean, 
about the place where the deep gulf of Adramyttium, over against 
“the island of Lesbos, washes the very base of Mount Ida . 2 

At Adramyttium, if not before, St. Paul is on the line of a great 
Roman road. 3 We recognise the place as one which is mentioned 
again in the description of the voyage to Rome. (Acts xxvii. 2.) 
It was a mercantile town, with important relations, both with foreign 
harbours and the cities of the interior of Asia Minor. 4 From this 
point the road follows the northern shore of the gulf,—crossing a 
succession of the streams which How from Ida, 5 —and alternately 
descending to the pebbly beach and rising among the rocks and 
evergreen brushwood,—while Lesbos appears and reappears through 
the branches of the rich forest trees, 6 —till the sea is left behind at 
the city of Assos. This also is a city of St. Paul. The nineteen 
miles of road 7 which lie between it and Troas is the distance which 
he travelled by land before he rejoined the ship which had brought 
him from Philippi (Acts xx. 13) ; and the town across the strait, on 
the shore of Lesbos, is Mytilene, 3 whither the vessel proceeded when 
the Apostle and his companions met on board. 

But to return to the present journey. Troas is the name either 


scenery of the Rhyndacus, which is in¬ 
teresting as the frontier river, has been 
fully explored and described by Mr. 
Hamilton, who ascended the river to 
its source, and then crossed over to the 
fountains of the Hermua and .Meander, 
near which he saw an ancient, road, pro¬ 
bably connecting Smyrna and Phila¬ 
delphia with Angora. 

1 The phrase in Acts xvi. 8, need 
not be pressed too closely. They passed 
along the frontier of Mysia, as it was 
popularly understood, and they passed 
l,i/ the whole district, without" staying 
to evangelise it. Or, ns a German 
writer puts it, they hurried through 
Mysia, because they knew that they 
were not to preach the Gospel in Asia'. 

s Hence it was sometimes called the 
Gulf of Ida. 

3 The characteristics of this bay, as 
seen from the water, will be mentioned 
Hereafter when we come to the voyage 
from Assos to Mytilene (Acts xx. 14). 
At present we allude only to the roads 
along the coast. Two roads converge 
at Adramyttium : one which follows 
the shore from the south, mentioned 
in the Peutingerian Table; the other 
from Pergamus and the interior, men¬ 


tioned also in the Antonine Itinerary. 
The united route then proceeds by 
Assos to Alexandria Troas, and so to 
the Hellespont. 

4 Fellows says that there are no 
traces of antiquities to be found there 
now. except a few coins. He travelled 
in tne direction just mentioned, from 
Pergamus by Adramyttium and Assos 
to Alexandria Troas. 

3 Poets of all ages—Homer, Ovid, 
Tennyson, — have celebrated the 
streams which flow from the ‘manv- 
fountaiued ’ cliffs of Ida. 

6 See the description in Fellows. He 
was two days in travelling from 
Adramit to Assos. He says that the 
hills are clothed with evergreens to 
the top, and therefore vary little with 
the season ; and he particularly men¬ 
tions the flat stones of the shingle, and 
the woods of large trees, especially 
planes. 

7 This is the distance given in the 
Antonine Itinerary. 

8 The strait between Assos and Mc- 
thymna is narrow. Strabo calls it 60 
stadia; Pliny 7 miles. Mytilene is 
further to the south. 
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of a district or a town. As a district it had a history of its own. 
ThougH geographically a part of Mysia, and politically a part of the 
province of Asia, it was yet usually spoken of as distinguished from 
both. This small region, 1 extending from Mount Ida to the plain 
watered by the Simois and Scamander, was the scene of the Trojan 
war; and it was due to the poetry of Homer that the ancient narpe 
of Priam’s kingdom should be retained. This shore has been visited 
on many memorable occasions by the great men of thiB world. 
Xerxes passed this way when he undertook to conquer Greece. 
Julias Caisar was here after the battle of Pharsalia. But, pbove 
all, we associate the spot with a.European conqueror of Asia, and 
an Asiatic conqueror of Europe; with Alexander of Maccdon and 
Paul of Tarsus. For here it was that the enthusiasm of Alexander 
was kindled at the tomb of Achilles, by the memory of his heroic 
ancestors; h6re he girded on their armour; and from this goal ho 
started to overthrow the august dynasties of the East. And now 
the great Apostle rests in his triumphal progress upon the same 
poetic shore; here he Is armed by. heavenly visitants with the 
weapons of a warfare that is not carnal; and hence he is sent forth 
to subdue all the powers of the West, and bring the civilisation of 
the world into captivity to the obedience of Christ. 

Turning now from tho district to the city of Troas, we must 
remember that its full and correct name was Alexandria Troas. 
Sometimes, as in the New Testament, it is simply called Troas 
sometimes, as by Pliny and Strabo, simply Alexandi’ia. It was 
not, however, one of those cities (amounting in number to nearly 
twenty) which were built and named by the conqueror of Darius. 
This Alexandria received its population and its name under the suc¬ 
cessors of Alexander. It was an instance of that centralisation of 
small scattered towns into one great mercantile city, w'hich was 
characteristic of the period. Its history was as follows :—Anti- 
gonus, who wished to leave a monument of his name on this classical 
ground, brought together the inhabitants of the neighbouring towns 
to one point on the coast, where he erected a city, and called it 
Antigonia Troas. Lysimachus, who succeeded to his power on the 
Dardanelles, increased and adorned the city, but altered its name, 
calling it in honour of ‘ tho man of Macedonia ’ 3 (if we may make 
this application of a phrase which Holy Writ 4 has associated with 
the place), Alexandria Troas. This name was retained ever after¬ 
wards. When thp Romans began their eastern wars, the Greeks of 
Troas espoused their cause, and were thenceforward regarded with 
favour at Rome. But this willingness to recompense useful service 
was combined with other feelings, half-poetical, half-political, which 
about this time took possession of the mind of the Romans. They 

1 If we are not needlessly multiply- own historian, 
ing topographical illustrations, we may 2 Acts xvi. 8, 11, xx. 6; 2 Cor. ii. 
compare the three principal districts 12 ; 2 Tim. iv. 13. 

of the province of Asia, viz. Phrygia, 3 Not the Vir Macedo of Horace 
Iwdia, and Mysia, to the three Ridings ( ()<l. in. xvi. 14), the Macedonian 
of Yorkshire. Troas will then be in Man of Demosthenes ( Phil, i.), but his 
Mysia what Craven is in the West more eminent son. 

Riding, a district which has retained a 4 See Act3 xvi. 9 t 
distinctive name, and has found 
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fancied they saw a primeval Rome on the Asiatic shore. The story 
of tineas in Virgil, who relates in twelve books how the jflory of 
Troy was transferred to Italy, 1 —the warning of Horace, who ad¬ 
monishes his fellow-citizens that their greatness was gone if they, 
rebuilt the ancient walls, 3 —reveal to us the fancies of the past and 
tl;p future, which were popular at Rome. Alexandria Troas was a 
recollection of the city of Jrriam, and a prophecy of the city of Con¬ 
stantine. The Romans regarded it in its best days as a ‘ New 
Troy :’ 8 and the Turks even now call its ruins ‘Old Constanti¬ 
nople .’ 4 It is said that Julius Csesar, in his dreams of a monarchy 
which should embrace the East and the West, turned his eyes to this 
city as his intended capital: and there is no doubt that Constantine, 
‘ before he gave a just preference to the situation of Byzantium, had 
conceived the design of erecting the seat of empire on this celebrated 
spot, from whence the Romans derived their fabulous origin .’ 5 Au¬ 
gustus brought the town into close and honourable connection with 
Rome by making it a colonia 0 and assimilated its land to that of 
Italy by giving it the jus Italicum . 7 When St. Paul was there, it 
had not attained its utmost growth as a city of the Romans. The 
great aqueduct was not yet built, by which Herodes Atticus brought 
water from the fountains of Ida, and the piers of which are still 
standing . 8 The enclosure of the walls, extending above a mile from 
east to west, and near a mile from north to south, may represent the 
limits of the city in the age of Claudius . 9 The ancient harbour, 
even yet distinctly traceable, and not without a certain desolate 
beauty, when it is the foreground of a picture with the hills of 
Imbros and the higher peak of Samothrace in the distance , 10 is an 


1 See especially Hook vi. 

s ‘ Ne nimium pii 

Tecta velint reparnre Troja;.’ 

Od. in. iii. 

3 This name applies more strictly to 
New Ilium, which after many vicissi¬ 
tudes, was made a place of some im¬ 
portance by the Romans, and exempted 
from all imposts. The strong feeling 
of Julius Caesar for the people of Ilium, 
his sympathy with Alexander, and the 
influence of the tradition which traced 
the origin of his nation, and especially 
his own family, to Troy, are described 
by Strabo. New Ilium, however, gra¬ 
dually sank into insignificance, and 
Alexandria Troas remained as the re¬ 
presentative of the Roman partiality 
for the Troad. 

4 Eski-Stamboul. 

5 Gibbon, ch. xvii. He adds that, 
‘ though the undertaking w«s soon re¬ 
linquished, the stately remains of un¬ 
finished walls and towers attracted the 
notice of all who sailed through the 
Hellespont.’ 

6 Its full name on coins of the An- 
tonines is, ‘ Col. Alexandria Augusta 
Troas.’ 

7 Deferring the consideration of colo¬ 


nial privileges to its proper place, in 
connection with Philippi (Acts xvi. 
12), we may state here the general 
notion of the Jus Italicum. It was a 
privilege entirely relating to the land. 
The maxim of the Roman law was j 
‘ Ager Italicus immums est: ager pro- 
vincialis vectigalis est.’ ‘ Italian land 
is free: provincial land is taxed.’ 
The Jus Italicum raised provincial 
land to the same state of lmmunity 
from taxation which belonged to land 
in Italy. But this privilege could only 
be enjoyed by those who were citizens. 
Therefore it woulfi have been an idle 
gift to any community not possessing 
the civitas ; and we never find it given 
except to a colonia. Conversely, how¬ 
ever, all colonies did not possess the Jus 
Italicum. Carthage was a colony for 
two centuries before it received it. 

• See Clarke's Travels. 

9 See Pococke’s Travels. 

10 The author of Eothen was much 
struck by the appearance of Samothrace 
seen aloft over Imbros, when he recol¬ 
lected how Jupiter is described in the 
Iliad as watching from thence the 
scene of action before Troy. ‘ Now I 
knew,’ he says, ‘that Homer bad 
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object flf greater interest than the aqueduct and the walls. All 
further allusions to the topography of the place may be deferred till 
we describe the Apostle’s subsequent and repeated visits . 1 At 
present he is hastening towards Europe. Everything in this part 
of our narrative turns our eyes to the West. 

When St. Paul’s eyes were turned towards the West, he sawthSt 
remarkable view of Samothrace over Imbros, which has just been 
mentioned. And what were the thoughts in his mind when he looked 
towards Europe across the HSgean ? Though ignorant of the precise 
nature of the supernatural intimations which had guided his rfecent 
journey, we are led irresistibly to*think that he associated his future 
work with the distant prospect of the Macedonian hills. We are 
reminded of another journey, when the Prophetic Spirit gave him 
partial revelations on his departure from Corinth, and on his way to 
Jerusalem. ‘After I have been there I must also see Rome 8 —-I 
have no more place in these parts 3 —I know not what shall befall 
me, save that the Holy Gpiost witnesseth that bonds and afflictions 
abide me . 4 * 

Such thoughts, it may be, had been in the Apostle’s mind at 
Troas, when the sun set beyond Athos and Samothrace , b and the 
shadows fell on Ida and settled dark on Tenedos and the deep. 
With the view of the distant land of Macedonia imprinted on his 
memory, and the thought of Europe’s miserable Heathenism deep in 
his heart, he was prepared, like Peter at Joppa , 6 to receive the full 
meaning of the voice which spoke to him in a dream. In the visions 
of the night, a form appeared to come and stand by him ; 7 and he 
recognised in the supernatural visitant ‘ a man of Macedonia ,’ 8 who 


assed along here,—that this vision of 
amothrace over-towering the nearer 
island was common to him and to me.’ 
—P. 64. The same train of thought 
may be extended to our present sub¬ 
ject, and we may find a sacred pleasure 
in looking at any view which has been 
common to St. Paul and to us. 

1 Actsxvi.xx; 2 Cor. ii.; 2Tim. iv. 

8 Acts xix. 21. 

3 Rom. xv. 23. It will be remem¬ 
bered that the Epistle to the Romans 
was written just before this departure 
from Corinth. 

4 Acts xx. 22, 23. * 

5 Athos and Samothrace are the 
highest points in this part of the 
A5gean. They are the conspicuous 
points from the summit of Ida, along 
with Imbros, which is nearer. (Wal¬ 
pole’s Memoirs, p. 122.) See the notes 
at the beginning of the next chapter. 
‘ Mount Athos is plainly visible from 
the Asiatic coast at sunset, but not at 
other times. Its distance hence is 
about 80 miles. Reflecting the red 
rays of the sun, it appears from that 
coast like a huge mass of burnished 
gold. . . Mr. Turner being off the 
N.W. end of Mytilen (Lesbos) 22nd 


June, 1814, says, “ The evening being 
clear, we plainly saw the immense 
Mount Athos, which appeared in the 
form of an equilateral triangle.” ’ 
Sailing Directory, p. 150. In the same 

S age a sketch is given of Mount Athos, 
r. by W. \ W., 46 miles. Compare 
Mr. Bowen’s recent work, p. 26. 1 At 

sunset we were halfway between Te¬ 
nedos and the rugged Imbros. In 
the disc of the setting sun I distin¬ 
guished the pyramidal form of Mount 
Athos.’ 

fi See the remarks on St. Peter’s vi¬ 
sion, p. 77. See also p. 86, n. 2, and 
p. 163. 7 Acts xvi. 9. 

8 St. Paul may have known, by his 
dress, or by his words, or by an im¬ 
mediate intuition, that he was ‘a man 
of Macedonia.’ Grotius suggests the 
notion of a representative or guardian 
angel of Macedonia, as the ‘prince of 
Persia,’ &c., in Dan. x. The words 
‘help us’ imply that the man who 
appeared to St. Paul was a representa¬ 
tive of many. This is remarked 
by Baumgarten, whose observations 
on the significance of this vision are 
weil worth considering. Apostelgesch., 
ii. p. 199. (Eng. Trans, ii. 110.) 
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came to plead the spiritual wants of his country. It was the voice 
of the sick inquiring for a physician,—of the ignorant seeking for 
wisdom,—the voice which ever since has been calling on the 
Church to extend the Gospel to Heathendom,—‘Come over and 
help us.’ 

«- Virgil has described an evening 1 * and a sunrise 3 on this coast, • 
before and after an eventful night. That night was indeed eventful 
in which St. Paul received his commission to proceed to Macedonia. 
The commission was promptly executed . 3 * The morning-star 
appeared over the cliffs of Ida. The sun rose and spread the day 
over the sea and the islands as far as Atlios and Samothrace. The 
men of Troas awoke to their trade and their labour. Among those 
who were busy about the shipping in the harbour were the newly 
arrived Christian travellers, seeking for a passage to Europe. Paul, 
and Silas, and Timotlieus,—and that new companion, ‘ Luke the 
beloved Physician/ who, whether by pre-arrangement, or by a 
providential meeting, or (it may be) even in consequence of the 
Apostle’s delicate health,* How joined the mission, of which he 
afterwards wrote the history. God provided a ship for the mes¬ 
sengers He had chosen: and (to use the language of a more sacred 
poetry than that which has made these coasts illustrious ) 0 ‘He 
brought the wind out of His treasuries, and by His power He 
brought in the south wind / 7 and prospered the voyage of His 
servants. 



Coin of Tarsus." 



i JEn. II. 250. 3 JEn. it. 801. 

3 Acts xvi. 10. 

* We should notice here not only the 
change of person from the third to the 
first, but the simultaneous transition 
(as it has been well expressed) from 
the historical to the autoptical style, 
as shown by the fuller enumeration of 
details. We shall return to this subject 
again, when we come to.the point 
where St. Luke parts from St. Paul 
at Philippi: meantime we may remark, 
that it is highly probable that they 
had already met and laboured together 
at Antioch. 

3 We must remember the recent 

sickness in Galatia, p. 210. See below, 

p. 241, 


•> The classical reader will remember 
that the throne of Neptune in Homer, 
whence he looks over Ida and the 
scene of the Trojan war, is on the peak 
of Samothrace (71. xm. 10-14), and 
his cave deep under the water be¬ 
tween Imbros and Tenedos (11. xin. 
32-35). 

7 Ps. cxxxv. 7, lxxviii. 26. For ar¬ 
guments to prove that the wind was 
literally a south wind in this ease, see 
the beginning of the next chapter. 

8 From the British Museum. It 
may be observed that this coin illus¬ 
trates the mode of strengthening sails 
bv rope-bands, mentioned in Mr. 
Smith’s important work on the Voyage 
ancl Shipwreck of St. Paul, 1848, p. 163 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Voyage by Samothrace to Neapolis.—Philippi.—Constitution of a Colony._ 

Lydia.—The Demoniac Slave.—Paul and Silas arrested.—The Prison and the 
Jailor.—The Magistrates.—Departure from Philippi.—St. Luke.—Macedonia 
described.—Its Condition as a Province.—The Via Egnatia.—St. Paul’s 

Journey through Amphipolis and Apollonia.—Thessaloniea_The Svnagogue. 

—Subjects of St. Paul’s Preaching.—Persecution, Tumult, and Plight.—The 
Jews at Beroea.—St. Paul again persecuted.—Proceeds to Athens. 

Thf, weather itself was propitious to the voyage from Asia to Europe. 
It is evident that Paul and his companions sailed from Troas with 
a fair wind. On a later occasion we are told that ftve days were 
spent on the passage from Philippi to Troas . 1 On the present 
occasion the same voyage, in the opposite direction, was made in 
two. If we attend to St. Luke’s technical expression,® which li¬ 
terally means that they ‘ sailed before the wind,’ and take into 
account that the passage to the west, between Tenedos and Lemnos, 
is attended with some risk ,' 1 3 we may infer that the wind blew from 
the southward . 4 The southerly winds in this part of the Archipelago 
do not usually last long, hut they often blow with considerable force. 
Sometimes they are sufficiently strong to counteract the current 
which sots to the southward from the mouth of the Dardanelles.’’ 


1 Compare Acts xvi. II, 12 withxx. 
6. Por the expression, ‘ sailed from 
Philippi’ (xx. 0), and the relation of 
Philippi with its harbour, Neapolis, 
see below, p. 222, n. 1. 

2 It occurs again in Acts xxi. 1, evi¬ 
dently in the same sense. 

3 ‘ All ships should pass to the 

eastward of Tenedos. . . Ships that 

go to the westward ii* calms may drift 
on the shoals of Lemnos, and the S. E. 
end of that island being very low is 
not seen above nine miles off. ... It 
is also to be recollected, that very 
dangerous shoals extend from the N. 
W. and W. ends of Tenedos.’—Purdy’s 
Sailing Directory, pp. 158, 189. Cap¬ 
tain Stewart says (p. 63) : ‘ To work 
up to the Dardanelles, I prefer going 
inside of Tenedos .... you can go by 
your lead, and, during light winds, 
you may anchor anywhere. If you go 
outside of Tenedos, and it falls calm, 
the current sets you towards the shoal 
off Lemnos.’ [The writer has heard 
this and what follows confirmed by 


those who have had practical experi¬ 
ence in the merchant service in the 
Levant.] 

4 The same inference may be drawn 
from the fact of their going to Samo¬ 
thrace at all. Had the wind blown 
from the northward or the eastward, 
they probably would not have done so. 
Had it blown from the westward, they 
could not have made tlie passage in 
two days, especially as the currents are 
contrary. This consistency in minute 
details should be carefully noticed, as 
tending to confirm the veracity of the 
narrative. 

5 ‘.The current from the Dardanelles 

begins to run strongly to the south¬ 
ward at T’enedos, hut there is no diffi¬ 
culty in turning over it with a breeze.’ 
—Purdy, p. 159. ‘ The current in the 

Archipelago sets almost continually to 
the southward, and is increased or re¬ 
tarded according to the winds. In 

g ing at Tenedos, near the north of the 
ardanelles, I have observed a strong 
south wind entirely stop it; but it 
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1 However this might be on the day when St. Paul parsed oven, these 
waters, the vessel in which he sailed would soon, olearfe her way 
through the strait between Tenedos and the main, past the Darda¬ 
nelles, and near the eastern shore of Imbros. On rfrunding the 
northern end of this island, they would open Samothrace, which had 
Kitherto appeared as a higher and more distant summit over the lower 
mountains of Imbros . 1 The distance between the two islands is 
about twelve miles . 8 Leaving Imbros, and bearing now a little to 
the west, and having the wind still (as our sailors say) two or three 
points abaft the beam, the helmsman steered for Samothrace; and, 
under the shelter of its high shorts, they anchored for the night . 3 

Samothrace is the highest land in the north of the Archipelago, 
with the exception of Mount Athos . 4 These two eminences have 
been in all ages the familiar landmarks of the Greek mariners of the 
.ASgean. Even from the neighbourhood of Troas, Mount Athos is 
seen towering over Lemnos, like Samothrace over Imbros . 5 And 
what Mount Athos is, in another sense, to the superstitious 
Christian of the Levant , 6 fhe peak of Samothrace was, in the 
days of Heathenism, to his Greek ancestors in the same seas. It 
was the ‘Monte Santo,’ on which the Greek mariner looked with 
awe, as he gazed-on it in the distant horizon, or came to anchor 
under the shelter of its coast. It was the sanctuary of an ancient 
superstition, which was widely spread over the neighbouring conti¬ 
nents, and the history of which was vainly investigated by Greek and 
Roman writers. If St. Paul had staid here even a few days, we 
might be justified in saying something of the ‘ Cabiri ; ’ but we 
have no reason to suppose that he even landed on the island. At 
present it possesses no good harbour, though many places of safe 
anchorage : 7 and if the wind was from the southward, there would 
be smooth water anywhere on the north shore. The island was, 
doubtless, better supplied with artificial advantages in an age not 
removed by many centuries from the flourishing period of that mer¬ 
cantile empire which the Phoenicians founded, and the Athenians 
inherited, in the JEgean Sea. The relations of Samothrace with the 


came strong to the southward the mo¬ 
ment the gale from that point ceased.’ 
—Captain Stewart, ib. p. 62. For the 
winds, see pp. 63 and 163. 

1 ‘The island Imbro is separated 
from Samothraki by a channel twelve 
miles in breadth. It is much longer 
and larger, but not so high, as that 
island.’—Purdy, p. 162. 

s See the preceding note. 

3 Acts xvi. 11. 

4 ‘Samothraki is the highest land 
in the Archipelago, except Oandia and 
Mount Athos.’—Purdy, p. 162. 

6 An evening view’ has been quoted 
before (p. 217, n. 6). The following 
is a morning view. ‘ Nov. 26, 1828, 
8 a.m. — Morning beautifully clear. 
Lemnos just opening. Mount Athos 
was at first taken for an island about 


five leagues distant, the outline and 
shades appearing so perfectly dist inet, 
though nearly fifty miles off. The 
base of it was covered with haze, as 
was the summit yoon afterwards ; but 
toward sunset it became clear again. 
It is immensely high ; and, as there is 
no other mountain like it to the north¬ 
ward of Negropont, it is an excellent 
guide for this part of the coast.’—Pur¬ 
dy, p. 160. 

6 See the account of Mount Athos 
(Monte Santo) in Curzon’s Monasteries 
of the Levant, Pt. IV., and the view, 
p. 327. In his sail from the Darda¬ 
nelles to the mountain,—the breeze, 
the shelter and smooth water on the 
shore of Lemnos, &c.,—there are points 
of resemblance with St. Paul’s voyage. 

7 See Purdy, p. 152. 
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opposite eoaetWt^re close and frequent, when the merchants of Tyre 
had their at work in Mount Pangseus , 1 and when Athens 

diffused her citizens as colonists or exiles on all the neighbouring 
shores. 2 Nofcan those relations have been materially altered when 
both the Phoenician and Greek settlements on the sea were absorbed, 
hn the wider and continental dominion of Rome. Ever since the 
day when Perseus fled to Samothrpce from the Roman conqueror , 3 
frequent vessels had been passing and repassing between the island 
and the coasts of Macedonia and Thrace. 

The Macedonian harbour at which St. Paul landed was Neapolis. 
Its direction from Samothrace is a'little to the north of west. But 
a southerly breeze would still be a fair wind, though they could not 
literally ‘run before it.’ A ran of seven or eight hours, notwith¬ 
standing the easterly current , 4 would bring the vessel under the lee 
of the island of Thasos, and -within a few miles of the coast of 
Macedonia. The shore of the mainland in this part is low, but 
mountains rise to a considerable height,.behind . 5 To the westward 
of the channel which separates it from Thasos, the coast recedes and 
forms a bay, within which, on a promontory with a port on each 
side , 6 the ancient Neapolis was situated. 

Some difference of opinion has existed concerning the true position 
of this harbour : 7 but the traces of paved military roads approaching 
the promontory we have described, in two directions corresponding 
with those indicated in the ancient Itineraries; the Latin inscriptions 
which have been found on the spot; the remains of a great aqueduct 
on two tiers of Roman arches, and of cisterns like those at Bairo near 
the other Neapolis on the Campanian shore, seem to leave little 
doubt that the small Turkish village of Cavallo is the Naples of 
Macedonia, the ‘ Neapolis ’ at which St. Paul landed, and the sea¬ 
port of Philippi,—the ‘ first city ’ 8 which the traveller reached on 
entering this ‘part of Macedonia,’ and a city of no little importance 
as a Roman military ‘ colony .’ 0 

A ridge of elevated land, which connects the range of Pangseus 
with the higher mountains in the interior of Thrace, is crossed be¬ 
tween Neapolis and Philippi. The whole distance is about ten 

1 Herod, vii. 112. Thasos was the 1 See Purdy, p. 152, and the accu- 
head-quarters of the Phoenician mining rate delineation of the coast in the 
operations in this part of the dSgean. Admiralty charts. 

Herodotus visited the island, and was 6 Clarke’s Travels, chap. xii. and xiii. 
much struck with the traces of their An important paper on Neapolis and 
work. (vi. 47.) Philippi has been written (after a recent 

2 It is hardly necessary to refer to visit to these places) by Prof. Hackett, 
the formation of the commercial empire in the Bib. Sacra for Oct. I860. 

of Athens before the Peloponnesian 7 Cousin£ry, in his Voyage dans la 
war, to the mines of Scapte Ilyle, and Macedoine, identifies Neapolis with 
the exile of Thucydides. See Grote’s Eski-Cavallo, a harbour more to the 
Greece, oh. xxvi. xlvii. 4c. west; but bis arguments are quite in- 

3 Liv. xlv. 6. conclusive. Colonel Leake, whose opi- 

4 ‘ Inside of Thasso, and past Samo- nion is of great weight, though he did 
thraki, the current sets to the eastward,’ not personally visit Philippi and Nea- 
—Purdy, p. 62. ‘ The current at times polis, agrees with Dr. Clarke. 

turns by Monte Santo (Athos), from 8 Acts xvi. 12. 

the S. W., strong toward the eastward, 9 For the meaning of these terms 

by Thasso.’—P. 162. see p. 228, &c. 



222 The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. [ch. 

miles . 1 2 The ascent of the ridge is begun immediately from the 
town, through a defile formed by some precipices almost close upon 
the sea. When the higher ground is attained, an extensive and 
magnificent sea-view is opened towards the south. Samothrace is 
seen to the east; Thasos to the south-east; and, more distant and 
Varther to the right, the towering summit of Athos . 3 When the ‘ 
descent on the opposite side begins and the sea is lost to view, another 
prospect succeeds, less extensive, but not less worthy of our notice. 
We look down on a plain, which is level as an inland sea, and which, 
if tile eye could range over its remoter spaces, would be seen wind¬ 
ing far within its mountain-enclosure, to the west and the north . 3 
Its appearance is either exuberantly green,—for its fertility has been 
always famous,—or cold and dreary,—for the streams which water 
it are often diffused into marshes,—according to the season when 
we visit this corner of Macedonia; whether it be when the snows 
are white and chill on the summits of the Thracian Haenvus , 4 * or 
when the roses, of which Theophrastus and Pliny speak, are dis¬ 
playing their bloom on the warmer slopes of the Pangcean hills . 6 

This plain, between Hamms and Pangams, is the plain of Philippi, 
where the last battle was lost by the republicans of Rome. The 
whole region around is eloquent of the history of this battle. 
Among the mountains on the right was the difficult path by which 
the republican army penetrated into Macedonia; on some part of 
the very ridge on which we stand were the camps of Brutus and 
Cassius;° the stream before us is the river which passed in front of 
them ; 7 below us, ‘upon the left hand of the even field ,’ 3 is the 


1 Hence it was unnecessary for 
Meyer to deride Ofshausen’s remark, 
that Philippi was the 'first city ’ in 
Macedonia visited by the Apostle, be¬ 
cause Neapolis was its harbour. Ols- 
hausen was quite right. The distance 
of Neapolis from Philippi is only twice 
as great as that from the Pi rams to 
Athens, not much greater than that 
from Cenchreoc to Corinta, and less than 
that from Se'.eucia to Antioch, or from 
Ostia to Rome. 

2 We may quote here two passages 

from Dr. Clarke, one describing this 

approach to Neapolis from the neigh¬ 

bourhood, the other his departure in 

the direction of Constantinople. ‘ As¬ 

cending the mountainous boundary of 
the plain on its north-eastern side by 
a broad ancient payed way, we had 
not daylight enough to enjoy the fine 
prospect of the sea and the town of 
Cavallo upon a promontory. At some 
distance lies the isle of Thasos, now 
called Tasso. If was indistinctly dis¬ 
cerned by us; but every other object, 
excepting the town, began to disappear 
as we descended towards Cavallo.’— 
Chap. xii. ‘ Upon quittingthe town, we 
ascended a part of Mount Pangseus by a 


paved road, and had a fine view of (lie 
bay of Neapolis. The top of the hill, 
towards the left, was covered with 
ruined walls, and with the ancient 
aqueduct, which here crosses the road. 
Prom hence we descended by a paved 
road as before . . . the ible'of Thasos 
being in view towards the S. E. Look¬ 
ing to the E., we saw the high top of 
Samothrace, which makes such a con¬ 
spicuous figure from the plains of Troy. 
To the S., towering above a region of 
clouds, appeared the loftier summit of 
Mount Athos.’—Chap. xiii. 

3 See the very full descriptions of 
the plain of Serres, in the various parts 
of its extension, given by Leake and 
Cousinery. 

4 Lucan’s view is very winterly. 
Phars. i. 680. 

6 The ‘ Rosa cenlifolia,’ which the 
latter mentions as cultivated in Cam¬ 
pania and in Greece, near Philippi. 

6 The republicans were so placed as 
to be in communication with the sea. 
The triremes were at Neapolis. 

7 The Gangas or Gangites. Leake, 
p. 217. 

8 Julius Ccesar, act v. sc. i. The 
topography of Shake pere is perfectly 
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marsh‘•by which Antony crossed as he approached his antagonist; 
directly opposite is the hill of Philippi, where Cassius died; behind 
us is the narrow strait of the sea, across which Brutus sent his body 
to the island of Thasos, lest the army should be disheartened before 
the final struggle. 2 The city of Philippi was itself a monument of 
: the termination of that struggle. It had been founded by the father 
of Alexander, in a place called, ^om its numerous streams, ‘ The 
Place of Fountains/ to commemorate the addition of anew province 
to his kingdom, and to protect the frontier against the Thracian 
mountaineers. For similar reasons the city of Philip was gifted by 
Augustus with the privileges of a colonia. It thus became at once 
a border-garrison of the province of Macedonia, and a perpetual 
memorial of his victory over Brutus. 3 And now a Jewish Apostle 
came to the same place, to win a greater victory than that of Philippi, 
and to found a more durable empire than that of Augustus. It is a 
fact of deep significance, that the ‘first city’ at which St. Paul 
arrived, 4 on his entrance into Europe, should be that ‘ colony/ 
which was more fit than any other in the empire to be considered 
the representative of Imperial Rome. 

The characteristic of a colonia was, that it was a miniature resem¬ 
blance of Rome. Philippi is not the first city of this kind to which 
we have traced the footsteps of St. Paxil; Antioch in Pisidia (p. 135), 
and Alexandria Troas (p. 215), both possessed the same character: 
but this is the first place where Scripture calls our attention to the 
distinction; and the events which befell the Apostle at Philippi 
were directly connected with the privileges of the place as a Roman 
colony, and with his own privileges as a Roman citizen. It will be 
convenient to consider these two subjects together. A glance at 
some of the differences which subsisted among individuals and com¬ 
munities in the provincial system will entfble us to see very clearly 
the position of the citizen and of the colony. 

We have had occasion (Chap. I. p. 19) to speak of the combination 
of actual provinces and nominally independent states through which 
the power of the Roman Emperor was variously diffused; and again 
(Chap. V. p. 115), we have described the division of the provinces by 
Augustus into those of the Senate, and those of the Emperor. De¬ 
scending now to examine the component population of any one 
province, and to inquire into the political condition of individuals 
and communities,,we find here again a complicated system of rules 


accurate. Iu this passage Octavius 
and Antony arc looking at the field 
from the opposite side. 

1 The battle took place in autumn, 
when the plain would probably be iu- 
undoted. 

1 Plutarch’s Life of Brutus. 

3 The full and proper Homan name 
was Colonia Augusta Julia Philippen- 
*i*. See the coin engraved at the end 
of Chap. XXVI. Cousine'ry (eh. x.) 
enters fully into the present condition 
of Philippi, and gives coins and in¬ 


scriptions. 

4 We regard the phrase in Acts xvi. 
12 as meaning the first city in its 
geographical relation tp St. Paul’s jour¬ 
ney ; not the first politically P chief 
city,’ Aittlt. Vers.), either of Mace¬ 
donia or a part of it. The chief city of 
the province was Thessalonica; and, 
even if we suppose the subdivisions of 
Macedonia Prima, Secunda, &c., to have 
subsisted at this time, the chief city of 
Macedonia Prima was not Philippi, but 
Amphipolia.' *■ 
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and exceptions. As regards individuals, the broad distinction we 
must notice is that between those who were citizens and those who 
were not citizens. When the Greeks spoke of the inhabitants of 
the world, they divided them into ‘Greeks’ and ‘Barbarians,’ 1 
according as the language in which poets and philosophers had 
written was native to them or foreign. Among the Romans the 
phrase was different. The classes, into which they divided mankind 
consisted of those who were politically ‘ Romans,’ 2 and thoso who 
had po link (except that of subjection) with the city of Rome. The 
technical words were Owes and Peregrini, —‘citizens’ and ‘stran¬ 
gers.’ The inhabitants of Italy were ‘ citizens;’ the inhabitants of 
all other parts of the Empire (until Caracalla extended to the pro¬ 
vinces 3 the same privileges which Julias Caesar had granted to the 
peninsula 4 ) were naturally and essentially ‘ strangers. 1 Italy was the 
Holy Land of the kingdom of this world. We may carry the parallel 
further in order to illustrate the difference which existed among the 
citizens themselves. Those true-born Italians, who were diffused in 
vast numbers through the provinces, might be called Citizens of the 
Dispersion; while those strangers who, at various times, and for 
various reasons, had received the gift of citizenship, were in the 
condition of political Proselytes. Such wore Paul and Silas, 5 in 
their relation to the empire, among their fellow-Romans in the colony 
of Philippi. Both these classes of citizens, however, were in full 
possession of the same privileges; the most important of which were 
exemption from scourging, and freedom from arrest, except in ex¬ 
treme cases; and in all cases the right of appeal from the magistrate 
to the Emperor. 6 

The remarks which have been made concerning individuals may be 
extended, in some degree, to communities in the provinces. The City 
of Rome might be transplanted, as it were, into various parts of the 
empire, and reproduced as a colouia ; or an alien city might bo 
adopted, under the title of a municipium., 7 into a close political com- 


1 Thus St. Paul, in writing his Greek 
epistles, uses this distinction. Rom. 
i. 11; Col. iii. 11. Hence also Acts 
xxviii. 2,4 ; 1 Cor. xiv. 11. 

2 The word ‘ Roman ’ is always used 
politically in the New Testament. John 
xi. 48; Acts xvi. xxii. xxiii. xxviii. 

3 Sec Milman’s Gibbon, i. p. 281 
and the note. 

4 By the Julia Lex de Oivitate (b.c. 

, supplemented by other laws. 

We can hardly help inferring, from 
the narrative of what happened at 
Philippi, that Silas was a. Rjpman citi¬ 
zen as well as St. Paul. As to the 
mode in which he obtained the citizen¬ 
ship, we are more ignorant than in the 
case of St. Paul himself, whose father 
was a citizen (Acts xxii. 28). All that 
we are able to say on this subject has 
been given before, pp. 88-40. 

* Two of these privileges will come 


more particularly before us, when we 
reach the narrative of St. Paul’s arrest 
at Jerusalem. It appears that Paul 
and Silas were treated with a cruelty 
which was only justifiable in the case 
of a slave, and was not usually allowed 
in the case of axy freeman. It would 
seem, that an accused citizen could 
only be imprisoned before trial for a 
very heinous offence, or when evidently 
guilty. Bail was generally allowed, 
or retention in a magistrate’s house was 
held sufficient. 

7 The privilege of a colonia was 
transplanted citizenship, that of a 
municipium was engrafted citizenship. 
We have nothing to do, however, with 
municipia in the history of St. Paul. 
We are more concerned with libera 
civitates, and we shall presently come 
to one of them in the case of Thessalo- 
nica. ' 
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munijjn with Rome. Leaving out of view all cities of the latter kind 
(and indeed they were limited entirely to the western provinces), we 
will confine ourselves to what was called a colonia. A Roman colony 
was very different from anything which we usually intend by the 
term. It was no mere mercantile factory, such as those which Jhe 
Phoenicians established in Spain, 1 or on those very shores of Mace¬ 
donia with which we are now engaged: 2 or such as modem nations 
have founded in the Hudson’s Bay territory or on the coast of India. 
Still less was it like those incoherent aggregates of human beings* 
which tee have thrown, without care or system, on distant islan'ds and 
continents. It did not even go ffirth, as a young Greek republic left 
its parent state, carrying with it, indeed, the respect of a daughter 
for a mother, but entering upon a new and independent existence. 
The Roman .colonies were primarily intended as military safeguards 
of the frontiers, and as checks upon insurgent provincials. Like 
the military roads, they were part of the great system of fortification 
by which the Empire was made safe. They served also as convenient 
possessions for rewarding veterans who had served in the wars, and 
for establishing freedmen and other Italians whom it was desirable 
to remove to a distance. The colonists went out with all the pride 
of Roman citizens, to represent and reproduce the City in the midst 
of an alien population. They proceeded to .their destination like 
an army with its standards; 3 and the limits of the new city were 
marked out by the plough. Their names were still enrolled in one 
of the Roman tribes. Every traveller who passed through a colonia 
saw there the insignia of Rome. He heard the Latin language, and 
was amenable, in the strictest sense, to the Roman law. The coinage 
of the city, even if it were in a Greek province, had Latin inscrip¬ 
tions. 4 Cyprian tells us that in his own episcopal city, which once 
had been Rome’s greatest enemy, the Laws of the XII. Tables were 
inscribed on brazen tablets in the market-place. 5 * Though the colo¬ 
nists, in addition to the poll-tax, which they paid as citizens, were 
compelled to pay a ground-tax (for the land on which their city stood 
was provincial land, and therefore tributary, unless it were assimi¬ 
lated to Italy by a special exemption); 0 yet they were entirely free 
from any intrusion by the governor of the province. Their affairs 
were regulated by their own magistrates. These officers were named 
Duumviri; and they took a pride in calling tliemselves by the Roman 
title of Prsetors {nrpa-yy 01). 7 The primary settlers in tho colony 
were, as we have'seen, real Italians; but a state of things seems to 
have taken place, in many instances, very similar to what happened 


1 Especially in the mountains on the 
coast between Cartagena and Almeria. 

* See above, p. 221, n. 1. 

3 See the standards on one of the 
coins of Antioch in Pisidia, p. 159 
The wolf, with Romulus and Remus, 

which will be observed on the other 
coin, was common on colonial moneys. 

Philippi was in the strictest sense a 

military colony, formed by the estab¬ 

lishment of a cohort preetona emerita. 


* This has been noticed before, p. 
136. As a contrast with the coins of 
Philippi we may mention those of 
Thessalobica. 

6 De Grat. Dei , 10. 

6 Philippi had the Jut Itaheum, like 
Alexandria Troas. This is explained 
above, p. 216. 

1, An instance of this is mentioned 
by Cicero in the case of Capua. See 
Hor. Sat. t. vi. 
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in the early historj- of Rome itself. A number of the native pro¬ 
vincials grew up in the same city with the governing body; and 
thus two (or sometimes three) co-ordinate communities were formed, 
which ultimately coalesced into one, like the Patricians and Ple¬ 
beians. Instances of this state of things might be given from 
Corinth and Carthage, and from the colonies of Spain and Gaul; 
and we have no reason to suppose that Philippi was different from 
the rest. 

Whatever the relative proportion of Greeks and Romans at Phi¬ 
lippi may have been, the number of Jews was small. This is 
sufficiently accounted for, when we remember that it was a military, 
and not a mercantile, city. There was no synagogue in Philippi, 
but only one of those buildings called Proseuchas, which were dis¬ 
tinguished from the regular places of Jewish worship by being of a 
more slight and temporary structure, and frequently open to the 
sky. 1 For the sake of greater quietness, and freedom from inter¬ 
ruption, this place of prayer was ‘ outsidei the gate; ’ and, in conse¬ 
quence of the ablutions' 1 which were connected with the worship, it 
was ‘ by the river side,’ on the bank of the Gaggitas, s the fountains 


1 Extracts to this effect might be 
quoted from Epiphanius. A Proseuclia 
may be considered as a place of prayer , 
as opposed to a synagogue, or a house 
o f prayer. It appears, however, that 
the words were more or less conver¬ 
tible, and some consider them near¬ 
ly equivalent. Josephus (Life, § 51) 
describes a Proseucha as ‘a large 
building, capable of holding a con¬ 
siderable crowd: ’ and Philo mentions, 
under the same denomination, build¬ 
ings at Alexandria, which were so 
strong that it was difficult to destroy 
them. Probably, it was the usual 
name of the meeting-place of Jewish 
congregations in Greek cities. 

Other passages in ancient writers, 
which bear upon the subject, are 
alluded to in the following extract 
from Biscoe : ‘ The sea-shore was es¬ 
teemed by the Jews a place most pure, 
and therefore proper to offer up their 
prayers and thanksgiving to Almighty 
God. Philo tells us that the Jews of 
Alexandria, when Flaccus the governor 
of Egypt, who had been their great 
enemy, was arrested by order of the 
Emperor Caius, not being able to as¬ 
semble at their synagogues, which had 
been taken from them, crowded out at 
the gates of the city early in the- 
mommg, went to the neighbouring 
shores, and standing in a most pure 
place with one accord lifted up their 
voices in praising God. Tertullian 
says, that the Jews in hip time, when 
they kept their great fast, left their 


synagogues, and on every shore sent 
forth their prayers to heaven : and in 
another place, among the ceremonies 
used by the Jews, mentions orationes 
littorales, the prayers they made upon 
the shores. And long before Tertul- 
lian’s time there was a decree made 
at Halicarnassus in favour of the Jews, 
which, among other privileges, allows 
them to say their prayers near the 
shore, according to the custom of their 
country. (Joseph. Ant. xiv. 10, 23.) 
It is hence abundantly evident, that it 
was common with the Jews to choose 
the shore as a place highly fitting to 
offer up their prayers.’—P. 251. He 
adds that the words in Acts xvi. 13 
‘ may signify nothing more than that 
the Jews of Philippi were wont to go 
and offer up their prayers at a certain 
place by ttie river side, as other Jews 
who lived near the sea were accus¬ 
tomed to do upon tlie sea-shore.’ See 
Acts xxl. 5. 

2 See the passage adduced by Biscoe 
from Josephus. 

3 Many eminent German commen¬ 
tators make a mistake here in saying 
that the river was the Strymon. The 
nearest point on the Strymon was 
many miles distant. This mistake is 
the more marked whep we find that 
‘ out of the gate ’ and not ‘ out of the 
city* is probably the right reading. 
No one would describe the Strymon as 
a streanv outside the gate of Philippi. 
We iriay'add, that the mention of the 
gate is an instance* of St. Luke’s autop- 
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of whiflji gave the name to the city before the time of Philip of 
Macedon, 1 and which, in the great battle of the Romans, had been 
polluted by the footsteps and blood of the contending armies. 

The congregation, which met here for worship on the Sabbath, 
consisted chiefly, if not entirely, of a few women ; 2 and these were 
not all of Jewish birth, and not all residents at Philippi. Lyditf, 
who is mentioned by name, was a proselyte ; 3 and Thyatira, her 
native place, was a city of the province of Asia. 4 The business 
which brought her to Philippi was connected with the dyeing trade, 
which had flourished from a very early period, as we learn Trom 
Homer, 5 in the neighbourhood t>f Thyatira, and is permanently 
commemorated in inscriptions which relate to the ‘ guild of dyers ’ 
in that city, and incidentally give a singular confirmation of the 
veracity of St. Luke in his casual allusions. 6 

In this unpretending place, and to this congregation of pious 
women, the Gospel was first preached by an Apostle within the 
limits of Europe. 7 St. .Paul and his companions seem to have 
arrived in the early part of the week ; for ‘ some days ’ elapsed 
before ‘ the Sabbath. ’ On that day the strangers went and joined 
the little company of worshippers at their prayer by the river side. 
Assuming at once the attitude of teachers, they ‘sat down,’ 8 and 
spoke to the women who were assembled together. The Lord, who 
had summoned His servants from Troas to preach the Gospel in 
Macedonia,® now vouchsafed to them the signs of His presence, by 
giving Divine energy to the words which they spoke in His name. 
Lydia ‘was one of the listeners,’ 10 and the Lord ‘ opened her heart, 
that she took heed to the things that were spoken of Paul.’ 11 

Lydia, being convinced that Jesus was the Messiah, and having 


tical style in this part of the narrative. 
It is possible that the Jews worshipped 
outside the gate at Philippi, because 
the people would not allow them to 
worship within. Compare what Juvenal 
says of the Jews by the fountain out¬ 
side the Porta Capena at Rome (iii. 11). 

1 Crenides was the ancient name. 

2 Acta xvi. 13. 

3 Acta xvi. 14. 

4 See Rev. i. 11. 

6 II. iv. 141. # 

6 We may observe that the commu¬ 
nication at this period between Thya¬ 
tira and Philippi was very ea'sy, 
either directly from the harbour of 
Pergamus, or by the road mentioned 
in the last chapter, which led through 
Adrmj^ttium.to Troas. 

7 SWfcast this is the first hiatorica 
account of the preaching of an Apostle 
in Europe. The traditions concerning 
St. Pete rest on no real proof. We 
do not here inquire into the knowledge 
of Christianity which may havp spread, 
even to Rome, through those who re¬ 
turned from Pentecost (Acts ii.), or 


those who were dispersed in Stephen’s 
persecution (Acts viii.), or other tra¬ 
vellers from Syria to the West. 

8 Acts xvi. 13. Compare Acts xiii. 
14, and Luke iv. 20. 

■* Acts xvi. 10. 

111 The verb is in the imperfect. Acta 
xvi. 14. From the words used here 
we infer that Lydia waa listening to 
conversation rather titan preaching. 
The whole narrative gives ua the im¬ 
pression of the utmost modesty and 
simplicity in Lydia’s character. 

Another point should be noticed, 
which exemplifies St. Luke’s abnega¬ 
tion of self, and harmonises with the 
rest of the Acta; vis. that, after say¬ 
ing ‘we spake’ (ver. 13), he sinks his 
own person, and says that Lydia took 
heed ‘to d'hat was spoken by Paul 
(ver. 14). Paul was the chief speaker. 
The phrase and the inference are the 
same at Antioch in Pisidia (Acta xiii. 
45), when Barnabas was with St. Paul. 
See p. 148, n. 3. 

11 ver. 14. 



223 The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. [ch. 

made a profession of her faith, was forthwith baptized. The place 
of her baptism was doubtless the stream which flowed by the pro - 
seucha. The waters of Europe were ‘ sanctified to the mystical 
washing away of sin.’ With the baptism of Lydia that of her 
‘ household ’ was associated. Whether we are to understand by 
this term her children, her slaves, or the work-people engaged in 
the manual employment connected with her trade, or all these col¬ 
lectively, cannot easily be decided. 1 But we may observe that it 
is the first passage in the life of St. Paul where we have an example 
of that family religion to which he often alludes in his Epistles. 
The ‘ connections of Chloe,’ 2 the ‘household of Stephanas,’ 3 the 
4 Church in the house ’ of Aquila and Priscilla, 4 are parallel cases, 
to which we shall come in the course of the narrative. It may 
also be rightly added, that we have here the first example of that 
Christian hospitality which was so emphatically enjoined, 1 and so 
lovingly practised, in the Apostolic Church. The frequent mention 
of the ‘hosts ’ who gave shelter to the Apostles, 0 reminds us that 
they led a life of hardship and poverty, and were the followers of , 
Him ‘ for whom there was no room in the inn.’ The Lord had said 
to His Apostles, that, when they entered into a city, they were to 
seek out ‘those who were worthy,’ and with them to abide. The 
search at Philippi was not difficult. Lydia voluntarily presented 
herself to her spiritual benefactors, and said to them, earnestly and 
humbly, 7 that, ‘ since they had regarded her as a believer on the 
Lord,’ her house should be their home. She admitted of no re¬ 
fusal to her request, and ‘ their peace was on that house.’ 8 

Thus the Gospel had obtained a home in Europe. It is true that 
the family with whom the Apostles lodged was Asiatic rather than 
European : and the direct influence of Lydia may be supposed to 
have contributed more to the establishment of the church of 
Thyatira, addressed by St. John, 0 than to that of Philippi, which 
received the letter of St. Paul. But still the doctrine and practice 
of Christianity were established in Europe ; and nothing could be 
more calm and tranquil than its first beginnings on the shore of 
that continent, which it has long overspread. The scenes by the 
river-side, and in the house of Lydia, are beautiful prophecies of 
the holy influence which women, 10 elevated by Christianity to their 
true position, and enabled by Divine grace to wear ‘ the ornament 


1 Meyer thinks they were female 
assistants in the business connected 
with her trade. It is well known that 
this is one of the passages often ad¬ 
duced in the controversy concerning 
infant baptism. We need not urge 
this view of it: for the belief that infant 
baptism is ‘most agreeable with,the 
institution of Christ ’ (Art. xxvii.) 
dpes.net rest on this text. 

» 1 Cor. i. 11. 

• 3 1 Cor. i. 16, xvi. 15. 

* Bom. xvi. 5. Compare Philem. 2. 

3 Heb. xiii. 2. 1 Tim. v. 10, &c. 

8 Bom. xvi. 23, 4c. 


7 See above, p. 227, n. 10. 
s Matt. x. 13. 9 Rev. ii. 

19 Observe the frequent mention of 
women in the salutations in St. Paul’s 
epistles, and more particularly in that 
to the Philippians. Rilliet, in his Com¬ 
mentary, makes a just remark on the 
peculiar importance of female agency 
in the then state of society ‘ L’organ- 
isation de la socidtd civile faisait des 
femmes un intermddiaire ndeessaire 
pour que la predication de 1’fivangile 
parvint jusqu’aux personnes de leur 
aexe.’ See Quarterly Review, for Oct. 
1860. 



ix.J Dcemons. 429 

of a meek and quiet spirit,’ have now for centuries exerted over 
domestic happiness and the growth of piety and peace. If we wish 
to see this in a forcible light, we may contrast the picture which is 
drawn for us by St. Luke, with another representation of women in 
the same neighbourhood given by the Heathen poets, who tell us 
of the frantic excitement of the Edonian matrons, wandering, 
under the name of religion, with dishevelled hair and violent cries, 
on the banks of the Strymon. 1 

Thus far all was peaceful and hopeful in the work of preaching 
the Gospel to Macedonia: the congregation met in the hou%e or 
by the river-side ; souls were (fonverted and instructed ; and a 
Church, consisting both of men and women, 2 was gradually built 
up. This continued for ‘many days.’ It was difficult to foresee 
the storm which was to overcast so fair a prospect. A bitter per¬ 
secution, however, was unexpectedly provoked : and the Apostles 
were brought into collision with heathen superstition in one of its 
worst forms, and with the rough violence of the colonial authori¬ 
ties. As if to show that the work of Divine grace is advanced by 
difficulties and discouragements, rather than by ease and pros¬ 
perity, the Apostles, who had been supematurally summoned to a 
new field of labour, and who were patiently cultivating it with 
good success, were suddenly called away from it, silenced, and im¬ 
prisoned. 

In tracing the life of St. Paul we have not as yet seen Christianity 
directly brought into conflict with Heathenism. The sorcerer who 
had obtained influence over Sergius Paulus in Cyprus was a Jew, 
like the Apostle himself. 3 The first impulse of the idolaters of 
Lystra was to worship Paul and Barnabas ; and it was only after 
the Jews had perverted their minds, that they began to persecute 
them. 1 But as we travel farther from the East, and especially 
through countries where the Israelites were thinly scattered, we 
must expect to find Pagan creeds in immediate antagonism with 
the Gospel ; and not merely Pagan creeds, but the evil powers 
themselves which give Paganism its supremacy over the minds of 
men. The questions which relate to evil spirits, false divinities, 
and demoniacal possession, are far too difficult and extensive to be 
entered on here. ’ We are content to express our belief, that in the 
demoniacs of the New Testament allusion is really made to personal 
spirits who exercised power for evil purposes on the human will. 


' Hor. Od. II. vii. 27, &e. 

This is almost necessarily implied 
ln ‘ the brethren ’ (ver. 40) whom Paul 
and Silas visited and exhorted in the 
house of Lydia, after their release from 
prison. 


3 Chappy, p. U9. 

Chap. YI. pp. 152, &c. 
t ne arguments on the two sine 
of this question—one party contending 
that the demoniacs of Scripture weri 
men afflicted with insanity, melancholy 
***** spilepsy, and that the language 
nsw of them is merely an accommo 


datum to popular belief; the other 
that these unhappy sufferers were 
really possessed by evil spirits—may 
be seen in a series of pamphlets (partly 
anonymous) published in London in 
1737 and 1738. For a candid state¬ 
ment of b8th views, see the article on 
‘ Demoniacs ’ in Dr. Kltto’s Cyclo¬ 
pedia of Biblical Literature. Compare 
that on the word ‘Besessene,’ in 
Winer’s Real- fV'nrlerbuch ; and, above 
all, Dean Trench’s profound remarks 
in liis work on the Miracles, pp. 150. 
Sec. 
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The unregenerate world is represented to us in Scripture as a nealm of 
darkness, in which the invisible agents of wickedness are permitted 
to hold sway under conditions and limitations which we are not able 
to define. The degrees and modes in which their presence is made 
visibly apparent may vary widely in different countries and in dif¬ 
ferent ages. 1 2 In the time of Jesus Christ and His Apostles, we 
are justified in saying that their workings in one particular mode 
were made peculiarly manifest. * As it was in the life of our Great 
Master, so it was in that of His immediate followers. The daemons 
recognised Jesus as ‘the Holy One of God ; ’ and they recognised 
His Apostles as the ‘ bondsmen oi the Most High God, who preach 
the way of salvation.’ Jesus ‘cast out daemons ; ’ and, by virtue 
of the power which He gave, the Apostles were able to do in His 
name what he did in His own. 

If in any region of Heathendom the evil spirits had pre-eminent 
sway, it was in the mythological system of Greece, which, with all 
its beautiful imagery and all its ministmtions to poetry and art, 
left man powerless against his passions, and only amused him 
while it helped him to bo unholy. In the lively imagination of the 
Greeks, the whole visible and invisible world was peopled with 
spiritual powers or daemons. The same terms were often used on 
this subject by Pagans and by Christians. But in the language 
of the Pagan the daemon might be either a beneficent or a malig¬ 
nant power ; in the language of the Christian it always denoted 
what was evil. 3 When the Athenians said' 1 that St. Paul wa3 
introducing ‘ new daemons ’ among them, they did not necessarily 
mean that he was in league with evil spirits ; but when St. Paul 
told the Corinthians ’ that though ‘ idols ’ in themselves were no¬ 
thing, yet the sacrifices offered to them were, in reality, offered to 
‘ daemons,’ he spoke of those false divinities which were the enemies 
of the True. 0 

Again, the language concerning physical changes, especially in 
the human frame, is very similar in the sacred and profane writers. 


1 For some suggestions as to the 
probable reasons why demoniacal pos¬ 
session is seldom witnessed now, see 
Trench, p. 162. 

2 Trench says, that ‘ if there was 

anything that marked (he period of the 
Lord’s coming in the flesh, and that 
immediately succeeding, it was the 
wreck and confusion of men’s spiritual 
life .... the sense of utter dis¬ 
harmony .The whole period 

was the hour and power of darkness; 
of a darkness whiclt then, immediately 
be'ore the dawn of a new dky, was the 
thickest. It was exactly the crisis for 
such soul-maladies as these, in which 
the spiritual and bodily should be thus 
strangely interlinked; and it is nothing 
wonderful that they should have 
abounded at that time.’—P. 162. Ne- 
ander and Trench, however, both refer 


to modern missionary accounts of some- 
tiling like the same possession among 
heathen nations, and of their cessation 
on conversion to Christianity. 

3 This is expressly stated by Origen 
and Augustine and we find the same 
view in Josephus. 

4 Acts xvii. 18. 

5 1 Cor. x. 20. 

3 It is very important to distinguish 
the word AntfioAor (‘ Devil ’), which is 
only used in the singular, from Snp«oi/ 
or ha i,.onor daemon ’), which may be 
singular or plural. The former word is 
used, for instance, in Matt. xxv. 41; 
John viii. 44; Acts xiii. 10 ; 1 Pet. v. 
8, &c.; the latter in John vii. 20; 
Luke x. 17 ; 1 Tim. iv. 1; ltev. ix. 20; 
also James iii. 15. For further re¬ 
marks on this subject see below on 
Acts xvii. 18. 
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Sometimes it contents itself with stating utefely the facts and 
symptoms of disease ; sometimes it refers the facts and symptoms 
to invisible personal agency.' One class of phenomena, affecting 
the mind as well as the body, was more particularly referred to 
preternatural agency. These were the prophetic conditions of 
mind, showing themselves in stated oracles or in more irregujar 
manifestations, and accompanied with convulsions and violent ex¬ 
citement, which are described or alluded to by almost all Heathen 
authors. Here again we are brought to a subject which is sur¬ 
rounded with difficulties. How far, in such cases, imposture was* 
combined with real possession how we may disentangle the one 
from the other ; how far the supreme will of God made use of 
these prophetic powers and overruled them to good ends ; such 
questions inevitably suggest themselves, but we are not concerned 
to answer them here. It is enough to say that we see no reason to 
blame the opinion of those writers, who believe that a wicked 
spiritual agency was ret^ly exerted in the prophetic sanctuaries and 
prophetic personages of the Heathen world. The Heathens them¬ 
selves attributed these phenomena to the agency of Apollo,* the 
deity of Pytlionic spirits ; and such phenomena were of very fre¬ 
quent occurrence, and displayed themselves under many varieties 
of place and circumstance. [Sometimes those who were possessed 
were of the highest condition ; sometimes they went about the 
streets like insane impostors of the lowest rank. It was usual for 
the prophetic spirit to make itself known by an internal muttering 
or ventriloquism. 3 We read of persons in this miserable condition 
used by othei's for the purpose of'gain. Frequently they were 
slaves ; and there were cases of joint proprietorship in tlieso un¬ 
happy ministers of public superstition. 

In the case before us it was a ‘ female slave ’ 1 who was possessed 
with ‘a spirit of divination:’ 6 and she was the property of more 
than one master, who kept her for the purpose of practising on the 
credulity of the Pliilippians, and realised ‘ much profit ’ in this way. 
We all know the kind of sacredness with which the ravings of 
common insanity are apt to be invested by the ignorant; and wo can 
easily understand the notoriety which the gestures and words of this 
demoniac would obtain in Philippi. It was far from a matter of 
indifference, when she met the members of the Christian congre¬ 
gation on the road to the proscucha, and began to follow St. Paul, 
and to exclaim (either because the words she had overheard mingled 
with her diseased imaginations, or because the evil spirit in her was 


1 This will be observed in the Gos¬ 
pels, if we carefully compare the 
different accounts of Our Lord’s mira¬ 
cles. Among heathen writers we may 
allude particularly to Hippocrates, 
since he wrote against those who 
treated epilepsy as the result of super¬ 
natural possession. Some symptoms, 
he says, were popularly attributed to 
Apollo, some to the Mother of the 
tiods, some to Neptune, &e. 


2 Python is the name of Apollo In 
his oracular character. 

3 Such persons spoke with the mouth 
closed, # and were called Pythons (the 
very word used here by St. Luke, Acts 
xvi. 10). 

4 Acts xvi. 16. The word is the 
same in xii. IS. 

6 Literally * a spirit of Python ’ or 
‘ a Pytlionic spirit.’ 
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compelled 1 to speak the truth) : ‘ These men are the bondsmen of 
the Most High God, who are come to announce unto you the way of 
salvation.’ This was continued for ‘several days,’ and the whole 
city must soon have been familiar with her words. Paul was well 
aware of this; and he could not bear the thought that the credit even 
of the Gospel should be enhanced by such unholy means. Possibly 
one reason why our Blessed Lord Himself forbade the demoniacs to 
make Him known, was, that His holy cause would be polluted by 
•resting on such evidence. And another of our Saviour’s feelings 
must have found an imitation in St. Paul’s breast,—that of deep 
compassion for the poor victim of demoniac power. At length he 
could bear this Satanic interruption no longer, and, ‘ being grieved, 
he commanded the evil spirit to come out of her.’ It would be pro¬ 
faneness to suppose that the Apostle spoke in mere irritation, as it 
would be ridiculous to imagine that Divine help would have been 
vouchsafed to gratify such a feeling. No doubt there was grief and 
indignation, but the grief and indignation <jf an Apostle may be the 
impulses of Divine inspiration.' He spoke, not in his own name, but 
in that of Jesus Christ, and power from above attended his words. 
The prophecy and command of Jesus concerning His Apostles were 
fulfilled : that ‘in His name they should cast out daemons.’ It was 
as it had been at Jericho and by the Lake of Gennesareth. The 
demoniac at Philippi was restored ‘ to her right mind. ’ Her natural 
powers resumed their course; and the gains of her masters were 
gone. 

"Violent rage on the part of .these men was the immediate result. 
They saw that their influence with the people, and with it ‘ all 
hope’ of any future profit, was at end. They proceeded, therefore, 
to take a summary revenge. Laying violent hold of Paul and Silas 
(for Timotheus and Luke were not so evidently concerned in what 
had happened), they dragged them into the forum 2 before the city 
authorities. The case was brought before the Pr;etors (so we may 
venture to call them, since this was the title which colonial Duum¬ 
viri were fond of assuming) ; 3 but the complainants must have felt 
some difficulty in stating their grievance. The slave that had lately 
been a lucrative possession had suddenly become valueless ; but the 
law had no remedy for property depreciated by exorcism. The true 
state of the case was therefore concealed, and an accusation was laid 


1 See what Trench says on the de¬ 
moniacs in the country "of the Gada- 
renes. ‘ We find in the demoniac the 
sense of a misery in which he does not 
acquiesce, the deep feeling of inward 
discord, of the true life utterly shattered, 
of an alien power which has mastered 
him wholly, and now is cruelljr lording 
over him," and ever drawing further 
away fiom Him in whom only any 
created intelligence can find rest anti 
peace. His state is, in the truest sense, 
“ a possession ; ” another is ruling in the 
high places of liis soul, and has cast 
down the rightful lord from his seat; 


and he knows this*': and out of his con¬ 
sciousness of it there goes forth from 
him a erv for redemption, so soon as 
ever a glimpse of hope is afforded, an 
unlooked-for Redeem or draws near.’— 
P. 159. 

2 Acts xvi. 19. 

3 See above, p. 225, n. 7. The word 
o-Tparny'os is the usual Greek transla¬ 
tion of picitor. It is, however, often 
used generally for the supreme magis¬ 
trates of Greek towns. Wetstein tells 
us that the mayor in Messina was in his 
time still called stradigo. 
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before the Praetors in the following form. ‘ These men are throwing 
the whole city into confusion; moreover they are Jews, 1 and they 
are attempting to introduce new religious observances,* which we, 
being Roman citizens, cannot legally receive and adopt.’ The accu¬ 
sation was partly true and partly false. It was quite false that Paul 
and Silas were disturbing the colony; for nothing could have bee* 
more calm and orderly than their worship and teaching at the house 
of Lydia, or in the proseucha. by the water side. In the other part 
of the indictment there was a certain amount of truth. The letter 
of the Roman law, oven under the Republic, was opposed t<» the 
introduction of foreign religion*; and though exceptions were 
allowed, as in the case of the Jews themselves, yet the spirit of the 
law entirely condemned such changes in worship as were likely to 
unsettle the minds of the citizens, or to produce any tumultuous 
uproar; and the advice given to Augustus, which both he and his 
successors had studiously follow'ed, was, to check religious inno¬ 
vations as promptly as possible, lest in the end they should under¬ 
mine the Monarchy. Thus Paul and *8ilas had undoubtedly been 
doing what in some degree exposed them to legal penalties; and 
were beginning a change which tended to bring down, and which 
ultimately did bring down, the whole weight of the Roman law on 
the martyrs of Christianity. 3 The force of another part of the 
accusation, which was adroitly introduced, namely, that the men 
were ‘ Jews to begin with,’ will be fully apprehended, if we re¬ 
member, not only that the Jews were generally hated, suspected, 
and despised, 4 but that they had lately been driven out of Romo in 
consequence of an uproar/' and that it was incumbent on Philippi, 
as a colony, to copy the indignation of the mother city. 

Thus we can enter into the feelings which caused the mob to rise 
against Paul and Silas/ and tempted the Prmtors to dispense with 
legal formalities and consign the offenders to immediate punishment. 
The mere loss of the slave’s prophetic powers, so far as it was 
generally known, was enough to cause a violent agitation: for mobs 
are always more fond of excitement and wonder than of truth and 
holiness. The Philippians had been willing to pay money for the 
demoniac’s revelations, and now strangers had come and deprived 
them of that which gratified their superstitious curiosity. And when 
they learned, moreover, that these strangers were Jews, and were 
breaking the laws of Rome, their discontent became fanatical. It 
seems that the PraStors had no time to hesitate, if they would retain 


1 ‘ Being Jews to begin with,’ is the 
most exact translation. The verb is 
the same as in Gal. ii. 14, being born 
a Jew,’ p. 179. 

a The word is similarly used Acts 
vi. 14, xxvi. 3, xxviii. 17. 

, 3 See the account of the martyrs of 
Gaul in Eusebius, v. 1. The go venter, 
learning that Attalus was a Roman 
citizen, ordered him to be remanded to 
prison till he should learn the emperor’s 
commands. Those who had the citizen¬ 
ship were beheaded. The rest were 


sent to the wild beasts. 

4 Cicero calls them ‘suspiciosa ac- 
maledica civitas.’— Flue. 78. Other 
authors could be quoted to the same 
effect. 

6 Acts jfviii. 2 j which is probably 
the same occurrence as that which is 
alluded to by Suetonius, Claud. 25:— 
‘ J udieos impulsore Christo assidue tu¬ 
mult uantes Roma cxpulit.’ See pp. 
256, 299. 

“ Acts xvi. 22. 
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their popularity. The rough words were spoken : 1 lictors ; 
strip off their garments: let them he scourged. ’ 2 The order was 
promptly obeyed, and the heavy blows descended. It is happy for 
us that few modem countries know, by the example of a similar 
punishment, what the severity of a Roman scourging was. The 
Apostles received ‘ many stripes ; ’ and when they were consigned 
to prison, bleeding and faint from the rod, the jailor received a strict 
injunction ‘ to keep them safe. 1 ’ Well might St. Paul, when at 
Corinth, look back to this day of cruelty, and remind the Thessalo- 
nians how he and Silas had ‘ suffered before, and were shamefully 
treated at Philippi. ’ 3 « 

The jailor fulfilled the directions of the magistrates with rigorous 
and conscientious cruelty. Not content with placing the Apostles 
among such other offenders against the law as were in custody at 
Philippi, he ‘ thrust them into the inner prison,’ 4 and then forced 
their limbs, lacerated as they were, and bleeding from the rod, into 
a painful and constrained posture, by inpans of an instrument em¬ 
ployed to confine and tortui'e the bodies of the worst malefactors. 5 
Though we are ignorant of the exact relation of the outer and inner 
prisons, 6 and of the connection of the jailor’s ‘house’ with both, we 
are not without very good notions of the misery endured in the 
Roman places of captivity. We must picture to ourselves something 
very different from the austere comfort of an English jail. It is 
only since that Christianity for which the Apostles bled has had 
influence on the hearts of men, that the treatment of felons has been 
a distinct subject of philanthropic inquiry, and that we have learnt 
to pray ‘ for all prisoners and capti ves. ’ The inner prisons of which 
we read in the ancient world were like that ‘ dungeon in the court 
of the prison,’ into which Jeremiah was let down with cords, and 
where ‘he sank in the mire.’ 7 They were pestilential cells, damp 
and cold, from which the light was excluded, and where the chains 
rusted on the limbs of the prisoners. One such place may be seen 

1 The official order is given by Seneca, riora, shut off by iron gates with strong 

Some commentators suppose that the bars and locks;" (3) the Tullianum, or 
Duumviri tore off the garments of Paul dungeon. If this was the case at 
and Silas with their own hands; but Philippi, Paul and Silas were perhaps 
this supposition is unnecessary. It is in the second, and the other prisoners 
quite a mistake to imagine that they in the first part. The third was rather 
rent their own garments, like the high- a place of execution than imprisonment, 
priest at Jerusalem. Walch says that in the provinces the 

2 The original word strictly denotes prisons were not so systematically di¬ 

tto beat with rods,’as it is translated vided into three parts. He adds ’that 
in 2 Cor. xi. 25. thejailor or commentariensis had usually 

3 1 Thess. ii. 2. 4 Acts xvi. 24. optionee to assist him. In Acts xvl. 

5 The fvAoe was what the Romans only one jailor is mentioned. 

called nervus. See the note in the 7 * Then took they Jeremiah and 
Pictorial Bible on Job xiii. ,27, and the cast him into the dungeon of Malehiah, 
woodcut of stocks used in India from the son of Hammelech, which was in 
Roberts’s Oriental Illustrations. the court of the prison ; and they let 

6 A writer on the subject (Walch) down Jeremiah with cords. And in 
says that in a Roman prison there the dungeon there was no water, but 

were usually three distinct parts: (1) mire; so Jeremiah sunk in the mire.’ 
the communiora, where the prisoners — Jer. xxxviii. 6. See the note in the 
had light and fresh air; (2) the inte- Pictorial Bible. 
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to this clay on the slope of the Capitol at Rome.* It is known to 
the readers of Cicero and Sallust as the place where certain notorious 
conspirators were executed. The Tullianwni (for so it was called) is 
a type of the dungeons in the provinces; and we find the very name 
applied, in one instance, to a dungeon in the province of Macedonia. 1 * 3 
What kind of torture was inflicted by the ‘ stocks,’ in which He 
arms and legs, and even the necks, of offenders were confined and 
stretched, we are sufficiently informed by the allusions to the punish¬ 
ment of slaves in the Greek and Roman writers; 3 and to show how 
far the cruelty of Heathen persecution, which may be said tcf have 
begun at Philippi, was afterwards carried in this peculiar kind of 
torture, we may refer to the sufferings ‘ which Origen endured 
under an iron collar, and in the deepest recesses of the prison, when, 
for many days, he was extended and stretched to the distance of four 
holes on the rack .’ 4 

A few hours had made a serious change from the quiet scene by 
the water side to the interior of a stifling dungeon. But Paul and 
Silas had learnt, ‘ in whatever state they were, therewith to be con¬ 
tent.’ 5 They were even able to ‘ rejoice’ that they were ‘counted 
worthy to suffer’ for the name of Christ. 3 And if some thoughts 
of discouragement came over their minds, not for their own suffer¬ 
ings, but for the cause of their Master; and if it seemed ‘a strange 
thing ’ that a work to which they had been beckoned by God 
should be arrested in its very beginning; yet they had faith to 
believe that His arm would bo revealed at the appointed time. 
Joseph’s feet, too, had been ‘ hurt in the stocks, ’ 7 and he became a 
prince in Egypt. Daniel had been cast into the lions’ den, and he 
was made ruler of Babylon. Thus Paul and Hilas remembered with 
joy the ‘Lord our Maker, who giveth songs in the night.’ 6 Racked 
as they were with pain, sleepless and weary, they were heard 
‘ about midnight,’ from the depth of their prison-house, ‘ praying 
and singing hymns to God.’ 0 What it was that they sang, we know 
not; but the Psalms of David have ever been dear to those who 
suffer; they have instructed both Jew and Christian in the language 
of prayer and praise. And the Psalms abound in such sentences 
as these:—‘ The Lord looketli down from His sanctuary; out of 
heaven the Lord bcholdeth the earth: that He might hear the 
mournings of such as are in captivity, and deliver the children ap¬ 
pointed unto death.’—‘ O let the sorrowful sighing of the prisoners 
come before theS : according to the greatness of thy power, pre¬ 
serve thou those that are appointed to die.’—‘The Lord helpeth 


1 For an account of it see Sir W. 

Bell’s work on Rome, also Rich’s Diet, 
of Greek and Roman Antiquities, from 
which the woodcut at the end of this 
chapter is taken. 

3 In Apuleius, where the allusion is 
to Thessaly. 

3 Especially in Plautus. 

* Euseb. Hist. Eccl. vi. 39. 

5 Phil. iv. 11. 6 Acts v. 41. 

7 Ps. cv. 18, Prayer-Book Version. 

Philo, writing on the history of Joseph 


(Gen. xxxix. 21), lias some striking 
remarks on the cruel character of 
jailors, who live among thieves, robbers, 
and murderers, and never sec anything 
that is )»ood. 

8 Job xxxv. 10. 

0 Acts xvi. 25. The tense is imper¬ 
fect : for the word see Matt. xxvi. 30; 
Mark xiv. 26. The psalms sung on 
that occasion are believed to be Ps. 
cxiii.-cxviii. Compare Eph.v. 19; Col. 
iii. 16. Also Heb. ii. 12. 
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them to right that suffer wrong: the Lord looseth men out of prison •. 
the Lord helpeth them that are fallen: the Lord careth for the 
righteous. ’ 1 Such sounds as these were new in a Roman dungeon. 
Whoever the other prisoners might be, whether they were the 
victims of oppression, or were suffering the punishment of guilt,— 
debtors, slaves, robbers, or murderers,—they listened with surprise 
to the voices of those who filled the midnight of the prison with 
sounds of cheerfulness and joy. Still the Apostles continued their 
praises, and the prisoners listened. 2 * ‘ They that sit in darkness, 
and in the shadow of death : being fast bound in misery and iron; 
yvhen they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, He delivered them 
out of their distress. For He brought them out of darkness, and out 
of the shadow of death; and brake their bonds in sunder. O that 
men would therefore praise the Lord for His goodness, and declare 
the wonders that He doeth for the children of men: for He hath 
broken the gates of brass, and smitten the bars of iron in sunder.’ 8 
When suddenly, as if in direct answer to the prayer of His servants, 
an earthquake shook the very' foundations of the prison, 4 the gates 
were broken, the bars smitten asunder, and the bands of the pri¬ 
soners loosed. Without striving to draw a line between the natural 
and supernatural in this occurrence, and still less endeavouring to 
resolve what was evidently miraculous into the results of ordi¬ 
nary causes, we turn again to the thought suggested by that single 
but expressive phrase of Scripture, ‘ the prisoners were listening .’ 5 
When we reflect on their knowledge of the Apostles’ sufferings (for 
they were doubtless aware of the manner in which they had been 
brought in and thrust into the dungeon 6 ), and on the wonder they 
must have experienced on hearing sounds of joy from those who 
were in pain, and on the awe which must have overpowered them 
when they felt the prison shaken and the chains fall from their limbs; 
and when to all this we add the effect produced on their minds by 
all that happened on the following day, and especially the fact that 
the jailor himself became a Christian ; we can hardly avoid the con¬ 
clusion that the hearts of many of those unhappy bondsmen were 
prepared that night to receive the Gospel, that the tidings of spiritual 
liberty came to those whom, but for the captivity of the Apostles, 
it would never have reached, and that the jailor himself was their 
evangelist and teacher. 

The effect produced by that night on the jailor’s own mind has 
been fully related to us. A wakened in a moment by the earthquake, 
his first thought was of his prisoners : 7 and in the shock of surprise 
and alarm,—‘ seeing the doors of the prison open, and supposing 
that the prisoners were fled,’—aware that inevitable death awaited 
him, 8 with the stem and desperate resignation of a Roman official, 


1 Pa. cii. 19, 20, lxxix. 12, cxlvi. 
6 - 8 . See also Pa. cxlii. 8 , 9, lxix. 34, 
cxvi. 14, lxviii. 6 . 

* The imperfects used in this passage 
imply continuance. The Apostles were 
singing, and the prisoners were listen¬ 
ing, when the earthquake came. 

8 Ps. evii. 10-16. 

4 Acts xvi. 26. 


5 See above. 

e See above, on the form of ancient 
prisons. 

7 Acts xvi. 27. 

8 By the Roman law, the jailor was 
to undergo the same punishment which 
the malefactors who escaped by his 
negligence were to have suffered. 
Biscoe, p. 330. 
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he resolved that suicide was better than disgrace, and ‘ drew his 
sword . 1 

Philippi is famous in the annals of suicide. Here Cassius, unable 
to survive defeat, covered his face in the empty tent, and ordered his 
freedmen to strike the blow . 1 His messenger Titinius held it to be 
1 a Roman’s part ’ 2 to follow the stem example. Here Brutus bade 
adieu to his friends, exclaiming, ‘ Certainly we must fly, yet not 
with the feet, but with the hands ;’ 3 and many, whose names have 
never reached us, ended their last struggle for the republic by self- 
inflicted death . 4 Here, too, another despairing man would*have 
committed the same crime, had *not his hand been arrested by an 
Apostle’s voice. Instead of a sudden and hopeless death, the jailor 
received at the hands of his prisoner the gift both of temporal and 
spiritual life., 

The loud exclamation 5 of St. Paul, 1 Do thyself no harm: for we 
are all here,’ gave immediate reassurance to the terrified jailor. He 
laid aside his sword, and galled for lights, and rushed 3 to the ‘ inner 
prison,’ where Paul and Silas were confined. But now a new fear 
of a higher kind took possession of his soul. The recollection of all 
he had heard before concerning these prisoners and all that he had 
observed of their demeanourwhen he brought them into the dungeon, 
the shuddering thought of the earthquake, the burst of his gratitude 
towards them as the preservers of his life, and the consciousness that 
even in the darkness of midnight they had seen his intention of 
suicide,—-all these mingling and conflicting emotions made him feel 
that he was in the presence of a higher power. He fell down before 
them, and brought them out, as men whom he had deeply injured 
and insulted, to a place of greater freedom and comfort ; 7 and then 
he asked them, with earnest anxiety, what he must do to be saved. 
We see the Apostle here self-possessed in the earthquake, as after¬ 
wards in the storm at sea , 8 able to overawe and control those who 
were placed over him, and calmly turning the occasion to a spiritual 
end. It is surely, however, a mistake to imagine that the jailor’s 
mquiry had reference merely to temporal and immediate danger. 
Tire awakening of his conscience, the presence of the unseen world, 
the miraculous visitation, the nearness of death,—-coupled perhaps 
with some confused recollection of the ‘ way of salvation ’ which 
these strangers were said to have been proclaiming,—-were enough 
to suggest that inquiry which is the most momentous that any human 
soul can make: * What must I do to be savedV 9 Their answer 
was that of faithful Apostles. They preached 4 not themselves, but 


* Plut. Brutus , 43. 

Julius C<e8ar, act v. sc. iii. 

Plut. Brutus, 52. 

4 ‘The majority of the proscribed 
who survived the battles of Philippi put 
an end to their own lives, as they de¬ 
spaired of being pardoned.’—Niebuhr’s 

• 118, 5 Act8 xvi ' 28 * 
. The whole phraseology seems to 

imply that the dungeon was subterra- 
ne ?J£ Prof. Hackett, however, takes 
a different view. 


7 Either the outer prison or the 
space about the entrance to the Jailor’s 
dwelling, if indeed they were not iden¬ 
tical. 

8 Acts*xxvii. 20-25. 

9 We should compare ver. 80 with 
ver. 17. The words ‘ save * and * salva¬ 
tion ’ must have been frequently in the 
mouth of St. Paul. It is probable that 
the demoniac, and possible that the 
jailor, might have heard them. See 
pp. 231, 232* 
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Christ Jesus the Lord.’ 1 ‘ Believe, not in us, but in the Lor$ Jesus, 
and thou shalt be saved; and not only thou, but the like faith shall 
bring salvation to all thy house.’ From this last expression, and 
from the words which follow, we infer that the members of the 
jailor’s family had crowded round him and the Apostles. 2 No time 
was lost in making known to them ‘the word of the Lord.’ All 
thought of bodily comfort and repose was postponed to the work of 
saving the soul. The meaning of ‘faith in Jesus’ was explained, 
and the Gospel was preached to the jailor’s family at midnight, while 
the prisoners were silent around, and the light was thrown on 
anxious faces and the dungeon-wail. 

And now we have an instance of that sympathetic care, that inter¬ 
change of temporal and spiritual service, which has over attended 
the steps of true Christianity. As it was in the miracles of our Lord 
and Saviour, where the soul and the body were regarded together, 
so has it always been in His Church. ‘ In the same hour of the 
night ’ 3 the jailor took the Apostles to the well or fountain of water 
which was within or near the precincts of the prison, and there he 
washed their wounds, and there also ho and his household were bap¬ 
tized. He did what he could to assuage the bodily pain of Paul and 
Silas, and they admitted him and his, by the ‘ laver of regeneration,’ 4 * 
to the spiritual citizenship of the kingdom of God. The prisoners 
of the jailor were now become his guests. His cruelty was changed 
into hospitality and love. 1 He took them up 3 into his house,’ and, 
placing them in a posture of repose, set food before them, 6 and 
refreshed their exhausted strength. It was a night of happiness for 
all. They praised God that His power had been made effectual in 
their weakness; and the jailor’s family had their first experience of 
that joy which is the fruit of believing in God. 

At length morning broke on the eventful night. In the course 
of that night the greatest of all changes had been wrought in the 
jailor’s relations to this world and the next. From being the 
ignorant slave of a Heathen magistracy he had become the religious 
head of a Christian family. A change, also, in the same interval 
of time, had come over the minds of the magistrates themselves. 
Either from reflecting that they had acted more harshly than the 
case had warranted, or from hearing a more accurate statement of 
facts, or through alarm caused by the earthquake, or through that 
vague misgiving which sometimes, as in the case of Pilate and his 
wife, 7 haunts the minds of those who have no’distinct religious 

1 2 Cor. iv. 5. 3 Acts xvi. 33. Here and in ver. 84, 

2 The preaching of the Gospel to a change of place is implied, 
the jailor and his family seems to have 4 Tit. iii. 5. 

taken place immediately on coming out 3 Acts xvi. 34. The word implies 

of the prison (vv. 30-32) ; then the at least that the house was higher than 

baptism of the converts, and«the wash- the prison. See p. 237, n. 6. 

ing of the Apostles’ stripes (ver. 33); 6 The custom of Greek and Roman 

and finally the going up into the house, meals must be home in mind. Guests 

and the hospitable refreshment there were placed on couches, and tables, 

afforded. It does not appear certain with the different courses of food, 

that they returned from the jailor’s were brought and removed in succes- 

house into the dungeon before they were sion. 

taken out of custody (ver. 40). 7 Matt, xxvii. 19. 
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convictions, they sent new orders in the morning to the jailor. The 
message conveyed by the lictors was expressed in a somewhat con¬ 
temptuous form, ‘ Let those men go.’ 1 But the jailor received it 
with the utmost joy. He felt his infinite debt of gratitude to the 
Apostles, not only for his preservation from a violent death, but 
for the tidings they had given him of eternal life. He would will* 
ingly have seen them freed from their bondage ; but he was de¬ 
pendent on the will of the magistrates, and could do nothing with¬ 
out their sanction. When, therefore, the lictors brought the order, 
ho went with them 8 to announce the intelligence to the prisoners, 
and joyfully told them to leave tlsur dungeon and ‘ go in peace.’ 

But Paul, not from any fanatical love of braving the authorities, 
but calmly looking to the ends of justice and the establishment of 
Christianity, refused to accept his liberty without some public 
acknowledgment of the wrong he had suffered. He now proclaimed 
a fact which had hitherto been unknown,—that he and Silas were 
Roman citizens. Two Roipan laws had been violated by the magis¬ 
trates of the colony in the scourging inflicted the day before. 3 And 
this, too, with signal aggravations. They wore ‘uncondemned.’ 
There had been no form of trial, without which, in the case of a 
citizen, even a slighter punishment would have been illegal. And 
it had been done ‘ publicly.’ In the face of the colonial population, 
an outrage had been committed on the majesty of the name in 
which they boasted, and Rome had been insulted in her citizens. 
‘No,’ said St. Paul; ‘they have oppressed the innocent and 
violated the law. Do they seek to satisfy justice by conniving at a 
secret escape 'I Let them come themselves and take us out of 
prison. They have publicly treated us as guilty ; let them publicly 
declare that we are innocent. ’ 4 

‘How often,’ says Cicero, ‘ has this exclamation, I am a Roman 
citizen, brought aid and safety even among barbarians in the re¬ 
motest parts of the earth ! ’—The lictors returned to the Praetors, 
and the Praetors were alarmed. They felt that they had committed 
an act, which, if divulged at Rome, would place them in the utmost 
jeopardy. They had good reason to fear even for their authority 
in the colony ; for the people of Philippi, ‘ being Romans,’ might 
be expected to resent such a violation of the law. They hastened, 
therefore, immediately to the prisoners, and became the suppliants 
of those whom they had persecuted. They brought them at once 
out of the dungeoil, and earnestly ‘ besought them to depart from 
the city.’ 6 

The whole narrative of St. Paul’s imprisonment at Philippi sets 
before us in striking colours his clear judgment and presence of 
mind. He might have escaped by help of the earthquake and 
under the shelter of the darkness ; but this would have been to 
depart as a runaway slave. He would not do secretly what ho 

1 Or, as it might be translated, ‘ Let Paul spoke 1 to them ; on which they 
those fellows go? went ami told the magistrates (ver. 38). 

8 It is evident from ver. 37, that 3 The Lex Valeria (b.c. 508) and the 
they came into the prison with the Lex Porcia (b.c. 300). 
jailor, or found the prisoners in the 4 ver. 37. 

jailor’s house (p. 238, n. 2), for St. 6 w. 38, 39. 
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knew he ought to be allowed to do openly. By such a course his 
own character and that of the Gospel would have been disgraced, 
the jailor would have l>een cruelly left to destruction, and ail re¬ 
ligious influence over the other prisoners would have been gone. 
As regards these prisoners, his influence over them was like the 
Sway he obtained over the crew in the sinking vessel . 1 It was so 
great, that not one of them attempted to escape. And not only in 
the prison, but in the whole town of Philippi, Christianity was 
placed on a high vantage-ground by the A|>ostle’s conduct that 
night. It now ap|<eared that these |M-rseeutvd .lews were them¬ 
selves sharers in the vaunted Itoman privilege. Those very laws 
had been violated in their treatment which they themselves had 
been accuse*! of violating. That m> appeal was made against this 
treatment, might la- set down to the generous forbearance of the 
.V|*ostlea. Their cans*, was now, for a time at least, under the pro¬ 
tection of the law. and they themselves were felt to have a claim 
on general sympathy and re*[iect. 

They complied with the request of the magistrates. Vet, even 
in their departure, they were not unmindful of the dignity and self- 
posscsaioti which ought always to Is- maintained by innocent men 
in a righteous cause. They did not retire in any hasty or precipi¬ 
tate flight, but proceeded from the prison to the house of Lydia; 1 ' 
and there they met the Christian brethren who were assembled to 
hear their farewell words of exhortation : ami so they departed 
from the city. It was not, however, deemed sutlieieiit that this 
infant church At Philippi should Is- left alone with the mere remem¬ 
brance of wools "f exhortation. Two of the Apostolic company 
remained l-chind Timothena, of whom the Philippian* ‘ learned 
the proof ’ that he honestly arol for their Htate, that he was tmh 
like-minded witli St Paul, * serving him in the Gospel as a son 
serves his father , 1 1 and ‘Luke the Kvaugelist, whose praise is m 
the Gosjsd,’ though he never praises himself, or relate* his own 
labours, and though we only trace his movements in connection 
with St. Paul by the change of n pronoun , 1 or the unconscious 
variation of his style 

Timotheus seem* to have rejoined Paul ami Silas, if not at The* 
salon lea, at least at BoneaA But we do not see St. Luke again ir 
the Aisistle's company till the third missionary journey and tin 
second visit to Macedonia.* At this exact |M.int of separation, w. 
observe that he drops tie- style .if an eye wittnAa and resumes tlm 
of a historian, until the second time of meeting, after which li 
writes as an eye-witness till the arrival at Home, and the very clos 
•if the Acts. To explain and justify the remark here made, w 
need only ask the reader to contrast the detailed narrative ■ 
events at Philippi with the more general account of what ha 

1 Act* xxvii. * Acts xvl. 40. own labours nml hardly lie point 

* Phil. ». out. 

* in chap, xtrii. the narrative l« again 4 Art* xvii. 14. He Is not nu 
in the third person: and the pronoun tinned in the jonmey to Tbewmloni 
is not changed again till we rams to nor in the account of what liappei 
XX. 6. Tbs modesty with which St. then. 

Late leaves oat aO mention of hi* * Art* xx. 4-il. 



IX.] *9/. Luke as an Eye-untness and Historian. 2 

peiied at Thu»»alonica . 1 It might bo inferred that the writer of 
the AetS was an eye-witness in the former city and not in the latter, 
even if the pronoun did not show us when he was present and 
when he was absent. We shall trace him a sec<*nd time, in the 
same manner, when he rejoins St. Paul in the same neighbourhood. 
He appears again on a voyage from Philippi to Troas (Acts xx. 56 )$ 
as now he hits appeared on a voyage from Troan to Philippi. It is 
not an improbable conjecture that hit* vocation as a physician* may 
have brought lnm into connection with these contiguous coasts of 
Asia and Europe. It has e\«-n been imagined, on reasonable 
grounds,'* that lie may have beeii«m the habit of exercising his pro¬ 
fessional skill ;ts a surgeon at sea. However this may have been, 
we see no re.*tson to «piestion the ancient opinion, stated by Euse¬ 
bius and Jerome, that Si. Luke was a native of Antioch. Such a 
city was a likely place for the education of a physician.* It is also 
natural to suppose that lu* may have met with St. Paul there, and 
been convert* d at an ember period of the history of thet'hurch. 
His mtdicnl calling, «»r his /.< al f -r t'hn^tianity, or both combined 
(and the combination has over b» < i» b.-m I1c1.il to the cause of the 
<>oi|m*!), ina\ act mat for Ins mmi- to tin* North of the Archi¬ 
pelago *' or St. Paul may himself have directed bis movements, as 
lie afterwards direct* d those «»f Timothy and Titus.' All these 
suggestions, thougli more or less c«»nj« dural, are worthy of our 
thoughts, when we i«m*mb»r the debt of gratitude which the 
I'hurch owes to tins K\«tseg«dist, n*»t **ni\ as the historian of the 
Acts of the Aposth>, but as all example ol h*1 rg-c«»n tinned devotion 
to the truth, and of unshaken imistancy to that one Ajnistle, who 
said with Morrow. m his latest tun!, that others had forsaken him, 
and that 1 only Luka * was with him : 

leaving their first Macedonian converts to the care of Tiniotheus 
and Luke, aided by the co opt ration of godly nun and women 


1 Olscr\<', f*-r in-tame. In- m* niton 
of running before the w ml, and -laying 
for the night at Snm«»thrno<\ Again, 
ho -ays that Philippi wa< the tir-t »tty 
they came to, and that it wa- a c«*h ny . 
He tells us that the place of pray * r 
was outside tie* gate and near a m»r- 
yidr. 'I here is no mu It j.mnolanty 
in the account «»f wl*u t*».k \ I «««■ at 
l hcssalontca. See a1**m . p. 11'.*. u 7 
Similar remark* might U made >n the 
other aufnpttc pas-age** of the A- t-. 
ami we shall return to the *nh«<»t 
again. A *arvful attention t*» tin* Oil - 
ference of style is enough to r- hue a 
theory lately* advan««.i (l»r. K«tf»‘* 
Journal of Siirmt J.ittntturr, N-pt. 
lH.Kl) that Silas was the author *»f the 
Acts. Silos was at Tho*snl«»in« a as 
^dlw Philippi. Why* did he write *«» 
Uiuerentlv concerning the two places? 
. ‘ (kitttAMaM //i*h»ry, p. 

41. Comparo the cud of the preceding 


*hapnr. 

1 l hi- -uggo-m n i- mad** by* Mr. 
South m hi-work «»n the 
.\r. p. s. It i- m-tiy remark'd. that 
the am lent >lups II (r>’ often s*» laigo 
that iIn v may namenably lx* Mipj*>t-ed 
t<> h..\t- -otnctim*-.- had surg* oiw on 
b".ir*i. s*v p. 21x. 

* \|.«\an«in.» wa- fans*>u-. for the 
(duration »•( phy-icians. and Antioch 
wa- m ninny n—jn*ct> a m cond Alex- 
nndi i*i. 

- < i»nmar* the case of l)em«»cedos in 
Hcindotu-. «lio wa- e-tabli-hod first 
in .V, ;ina, then in Allans, and finally 
in Smuts At a period v\m later than 
Si. Luke. Tialen sjx*ak« of the medical 
school* of t'os and t'nidus, of Khodes 
and of Asia. 

* 1 Tim. i. 3; '2 Tim. iv. l». 21; Tit. 
i. iii. 1*2. 

7 2 Tim. iv. 11. See the i'hnftui* 
Pear; bt. Luke's llay. 





rmaoil tip Among t/iv (’tiihppiana tfwn>M>fvva, / /4/// nru/ &i/u* ut-i 
forth on their journey. lkf*>rv we follow them to T/iessa/oiiica, h« 
uuvy pause to take a general survey of the condition and extent of 
Macedonia, in the sense in which the term was understood in the 
language of the day. It has been well said that the Acts of the 
Apostles have made Macedonia a kind of Holy Land \' 4 and it is 
satisfactory that the places there visited and revisited by St. Paul 
ami his companions are so well known, that we have no difficulty 
»n representing to the mind their position and their relation to the 
. unwinding country . 

Macedonia, in its jMipuIar sense, may 1 m* descril>cd as a region 
bounded by a great semicircle of mountains, beyond which the 
rtreams How west want to the Adriatic, or northward ami eastward 
o the I>anul>e and tin* Ku\me. J This mountain barrier sends 
*i'"vn brain lu s t«» the sea on the eastern or Thracian frontier, over 
against I'has..s and Kniuothracc and «>n the south shuts out tin* 
tdaiu of rinssalv , and rises mar tin shore to the high summits of 
tYlion, < >hau, and the sm»w y •< h\ mpus The space thus enclosed 
is intersected by tw-» gnat rn * is t >n»* of these is Homer's 4 w ule- 
*l'»yy mg A\ius/ whnh directs its .-..urse past Pella, the ancient 
metn>jM»hs *4" tin* M ic«d«>niau kings, ami the birthplace of Alex¬ 
ander. to the h»yy I* y 1 • 1 •» m the ueighi-* *urho* -d of Thessah »niea, 
when* other rtiers* 1!.»v\ mar it into the Thetmaic gulf. The other 
is the Strvuion. w hieh bungs the pp'dme of tin gieat inland level 
of S'rres * by Lake t'«r»ums t*» tin* s« a at Amphip«>iis, and ls'Voiid 
which was Philippi, the military «*utj *-»t that «• -mm< m*-rated tin* 
:.:icc* ssful com | nests of Alexander's fat In r. |»«twe«*u the mouths 
cl these tw«* rivers a remarkable tract of count! y, which is insular 


* The ( ’hrott_irs «i*'-m/i» ,*»r Philippi 

< ftV'* t.«r* »J tlh» h*'t to U’t**r*\ V >.*** 

t~c«* » 1 >U> ph i s\ . 2, 3 \V. , . 1 , n*a 

wvl) that ymt>ytrr * ai <* w*r-« 

j»pf»>»aE«**l, a.* At f h» «cat<»ni* - A. 

hw. t omparr |*tnl. *. !. 

* ♦ Th* whoh of ». in>! m 

pwrth d»r the r*»**t-* fr* i.» thrum t*» 

And I-mg *■«» r»' 

markaMy dot ingui*h-*i f v sr. Pml'* 
a»fT.*rings and Advrntur***,, a** 

f $«**rth>n f'i Hoty Isimrl —< lark**'* 
• h x». 

5 I In* mo-tr-Min* no tl>*' north, wn-Vf 
lh j * n>im*' of **• iifnm*, .s« orda«, .. «,<• 
<g*uw»trd With {/,*- Ifonte or |i 1 1 k -»'» 
flv*«e *»n the ran in 4ortfr.<rl' 

lis-lwST, no 1 r> •••iiftmj.tM with it. 

' hsin of pif-.'l-M 

* Th«wr- Are th** him mar the 

rivr u*. w In- **, in-r 1?* turn* of 
I'bihj-. w.n * r< d th»* U>?m »r* **f 

atwl I hr a* c. 

1 TV n^triral Vtw.rn 

I f"hr*<*j*J> i* f*»rmnl !»v 
l be ( fimbonUft hilU, running In »r. 
utterly dirrctkwi from ike central rlain 


of I’md'i*. The t .imliiinun range h 

\ i*. iil' in fh* ing \ jrw 

front th« * giddy h* igh*. * •'( OU mpn*. 
w hi. h ri**"* in rr tin* *« ***f. * ! m« *1 

to ■*tnn*l f- ri^ n ln nhirlv «.vi*r tin* — -a, 
.it th» h» ight of l",Hm f»rt. S.ih**»i«-A 
W/I* ot iuguolnihlr. lung north 

. 1 -f. I,4ri-*a I 1 I In *“.»b ml 

iin*l**r rn' ».r' (•'•» I In* whole hort 
/. »' fr ai nnrtli t»* n»»wtl>-w»**t was 
»'viij!*«l h v ni'Utit.vim han»rtntf on, 
nr »f «•*■*<'. to Oiymj m*. Ili|4 ia tho 
ri g** th.it rum, w««twar.| Along tt»e 
i k 4.rr>» of |h*«*\l'. rndittg in I’ltnho.* 
IT'|«ih»rt’« Spirit *>j th* K*ft y v«*l. i, 
p. ir». 

*" ll»- If 1I1.0 m»n, which flow* near 
1 U r>» o tin* m***I imp>rtAnt of tlvrm. 

* I hi * 1 * tln« grral mlarvl plain at 
oin* fxtr*n*ity which I*hihppi wa« 
«iruAt**<l, otnl winch has Iwen tnrn- 
li**»nn*l «U»vc ( p, It* |irinri|wil 

town at pr<•>«*■ nf »' Srmew, th^ rvsidfnrc 
oi tin* g*»*. errtof of tlx* whols 
•n*l a pi *cr tif , nn«i<lrrah)«> im|M*vtan«r*, 
often mcntionr'l l.v t ouvirwry. b«Nikc t 
ami HiVt travidlrrii. 
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ratherJ^h an continental, ‘ projecta into the Archi[xzlago f and divides 
itself into three points, on the furthest of which Mount A them rises 
nearly into the region of perpetual nnovr.* Part of St. Paul's path 
between Philippi and Rcnca lay across the neck of thin peninsula 
The whole of his route was over historical ground. At Philippi Jje 
was close to the confines of Thracian barbarism, and on the spot 
where the last battle was fought in defence of the Republic. At 
Henna lie came near the moimtsfnis, beyond which is the region of 
Classical (ireece, and close to the spot where the battle was fought • 
which reduced Macedonia to a province. 3 ® 

If wo wiali to view Macedoine as a province, some modifications 
must l>e introduced into the preceding description. It applies, 
indeed, with sufficient exactness to the country on its first compiest 
by the Romans. 4 'file rivers already alluded to, define the* four 
districts into which it was divided. Prune was the 

region east of tin* Strynmn, of which Amplnpohs was the capital •/ 
MacrdoHH* St run do lay \4etweet1 the Ntrynion and the Axius. and 
Thessalonica was its metropolis : and the other two regions were 
situated to tin* south towards Tin ssalv. and mi the mountains to 


tlie west/* Tins was the division adopt* d by Panins /Kinibus after 
the battle of Pvdna. Hut the arrange meut was only temporary. 
The whole of Macedonia, along with some adjacent territories, was 
made one province.’- and ceiitialised under the jurisdiction of a 


proconsul/ wh« 
Tlicssalv/ and 


resided at Tlicssalonica. This juoxmce included 
xtciided ovt r the mountain chain whicli had been 


the western boundarv of ancient Macedonia, so as to t mbrace a 


sea-board of considerable length on the shore of the Adriatic. The 
political limits, in tins part of the Kmpiiv. are far more easily dis¬ 
criminated than those with winch we have been lately occupied 
'('hap. VIII). Three pro\mce* divided the whole surface which 
extends from the basin of the Dannl** t<> t'aj>e Matapan. All of 
them are familiar t«» us 111 the writings of St. Paul. The extent 
of Mor ohm in has just been defined. Its relations with the other 
provinces were i\s follows. On the north-west it was contiguous 
to 1 Ihjvirtue, 1 ' which was spread down the shore of the Adriatic 


1 The jHuinMila an<i<ntly called 
t’haleidice. 

* Th<* d^vation «»f Mount At ho* 
Whvwn I.Ooti and fat. If. 

writer has heard I'nglbh sailor* -iv 
that there i* almost «]»,i\ h mm»w » u 
A tli<»s niul ()I> and that, though 

the land generally is high in the* pail 
of the Ajfonii, theM* mountain* an* l»\ 
far the nuwt conspicuous. 

3 l*ydim i* within a few mile* of 
Herrcn, on the othet -ide of the llaltac- 
mon. 

4 S»w l.iv. xlv. 2V. 

s Sec dina r. 

fl MnrrHtmm I'ertia was Wtwnrn 
the Axius and Pence*, with Pella for 
, ®5P»tol. IMagtmi* was the capital 
of Macoitmia QmtHa. It Is remark- 


a 1»1% that no coins of tin- thin! division 
h.i\c l»«?i foiiml. but only <*f the first, 
vn't.nd. and fourth. 

: Hy M. tt )lu>. 

“ \t first it wa* one of the Emperor** 
pr-vino's but afterward* it was placed 
r tin* S nate. 

' Hit svai> was sultjc* t to Macedonia 
wh-n iht- lb'in an wars U'gan. At the 
th>*e t»f the lir-t war. under Flammiii*, 
it was d* dared fr»a*; but ultimately it 
was mrorjW.Ued with the produce. 

10 At first the wars of Knroc with 
the people of this coast merely lost to 
mercantile treaties for the free navi¬ 
gation of the Adriatic* .luliu* I'awar 
niul Augustus concluded the series of 
wars which gradually iwlueotl it to a 
province. 
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nearly to the same point to which the AitHtrinn territory npw ex¬ 
tends, fringing the Mahommedan empire with a Christian border. 1 
A hundred miles to the southward, at the Acroceraunian pro¬ 
montory, it touched .1 r/uuii, the iMnindary of which province ran 
thence in an irregular line to the bay of Thennopyhe and the north 
of’KuVxea, including Kpirns, and excluding Thessaly.- Acliaia and 
Macedonia w'ere traversed many times by the A[>ostlo ; ' and ho 
could say, when he was Imping ti> travel to Home, that he had 
- preached the t«os|K'l ‘round almut unto lllyricuin.’‘ 

When we allude to Home, and think of the relation of the City 
to the provinces, we are inevitably reminded of the military roads : 
and her*;, across the breadth of .Macedonia, was one of the greatest 
roods of the Kmpirc. It is evident that, after Constantinople was 
founded, a lino of communication between the Hasten) and Western 
capitals was of tin* utmost moment ; but the I'm Ae/iei/ju was con¬ 
structed long before that period. Strabo, in tin* n-ign of Augustus, 
informs us that it was regularly made apd marked out by mile¬ 
stones, from ltyrrhachium **h the Adriatic, to t " v pselus on the 
Hebrus in Thrace : and, even helme tin* close of tin* republic, we 
find Cicero speaking, m one of Ins orations, of "that military way 
of ours, which connects us with the Ilellcs|»>nt." < ertain districts 

on the Kur**p*an side of the Hellespont had l«*en part of the 
legacy of King Attains.' and the simultaneous |H>ssessmn *>f .Mace¬ 
donia, Asia, ami Kithvma, with tie- prospe.-t of further eompiests 
in the Hast, made this line of e*>mmnnicati*m absolutely necessary. 
When St, Haul was on the Homan r**a>l it Tr*>a.s' **r I’hihppi. he 
was on a road which led to tin- gates of Home. It was tin* same 
Jsavenient which he afterwards tt*>d at Appu Forum ami the Three 
Taverns.’ Tin* mans! parallel w hu h the w*uhl has si en of the 
itn|>ertal road* is the pres.nt Kurojiem railway system. The Hel- 
h-sj-mt ami tin- Iksiphorns, m tin n ign **f t "lauditis, were what the 
Strait* of Dover ami Holyhead are m>« , and even the passage 
from lirundiisium m Italy, to l>y rrhaeliiiiin and A|s •Ihmia' in Mace- 


* Th« ts,r*!vr town wa. l.i-su*. the 
nt &irm Aksato, net fat fr-an rv atari. 

* f.Xir J.t m tin- w*-*.- ru p-itn-n, tie- 
bounslary marly ome-i led with ttcit of 
tit*. ms*l*Tn kingdom of to*,.,. fh. 
prut metal arran„*m-fit* *-f A- hits will 
L** att(*£*sl t.» more ptrte ularly I.* r»- 
after. 

* Observe Iwrw lit* *e prov nice, .1 r* 
men boned together, Item. xv. .'*■ . .* 
for. ix. i. xi. i, |ti; j|.i i 11,.... i. ;, 
K 

* Kom. *v. 13. Italmiur Jim. 
i», PI) wan a district in this jMmriiec. 
iw t han. XVII. Nle*J«'!w t ilt, Iti. 
12) was m Kpjms, wtiidi. as we have 
sewn, vra* a dlstrfet in tb** pro* men 
tf Achala, tail it was >«>nm«tr.| hr a 
branch nnl with tb« I’m A.ysoisi 
from 1 hurharhium, which 1st nwnl bawd 
bahrw. 


* tii. j r-e. din : rh >|.or. miller 
* A si.*," 

* tvs what i- -aid of tin road Ip**- 
1 is • eu lr-'i- Slot IVi; lirni*. A*'., I*. 

■I i 

\i t- xxvui. 1 >. For nsitnvs i*f the 

' .*. -1/7. wl, ft" it th<* 

\tJr;4t*‘,m th*- t*r»tfhl»«*urh«*«d of b.y 
U nt|*ht« tmti* «r\ 
tru tn*), wlitiior, /»*• (»» 

writer*, thf continuation 

ffff It o| it* Ii4mr, I . 

J^At. t. v. 1V»n M tin* an* ff’>ru»T <N>n- 

».*m*i an rrj»rrw'nt4»li<*n *»f 

llriiii'iiMium, fl>r baHtnif «*n llw Italian 
•hi* *>{ I ho watf-r, 

* i.r, A|v>l!dnia «ti tbf .Vlrwllr, 
«bi<*h rori*f U rarffnlly di»fititfitUbed 
from th*> **tb«*r »*»wn of tlw Mtw n*mr, 
*»wl cm the «*mm tuntl. UUffn Tlir» 
*4bmk4 And Aw^lii(m)h (Acta xvii 1)- 
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donia. was only a tempestuous ferry,—only one of those difficulties 
of nature which the Romans would have overcome if they could, 
and which the boldest of the Romans dared to defy. 1 From 
Dyrrhachium and Apnllonia, the Via Egnatia, strictly so called, 
extended a distance of five hundred miles, to the Hebrus, in 
Thrace.'' Thessalonica was about half way between these remote 
points, and Philippi was the last 1 important town in the province 
of Macedonia. * >ur concern is only with that part of the Via 
Egnatia which lay between the tv. o last-mentioned cities. , 

The intermediate stages mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles are 
Ampliijxdis and Apollonia. The distances laid down in the Itine¬ 
raries aro as follows : --/Vo7i/»pi t <> .1 wp/iipo/is, thirty-three, mile J); 
A m)‘h ifetli-'t to AfxtUooio, thirty nti tea; Attollonia to Thexxolonico, 
thirt mi/c*. These distances are evidently such as might have 
been traversed each in one day ; and since nothing is said of any 
delay on the road, but everything to imply that the journey was 
rapiil, we conclude (unless, indeed, their recent si die rings made 
rapid travelling impossible) that Patti and Silas rested one night at 
each of the intermediate place*, and thus our notice of their journey 
is divided into three parts. 

From Philippi to Aiuphii>oli«. the Roman way passed across the 
plain to the north of Mount Pangieus. A traveller, going direct 
from Nea]Hilis to the mouth of the Strymon, might make his way 
through an ■ •inning m the mountains* nearer the coast. This is the 
route by whteli Xerxes brought his army,'' and by which modern 
journeys ar< usu.iiR m.nh lint Philippi was not huilt in the time 
of the lVnuan war. and now, under the Turks, it is a ruined village. 
I'nder the Roman . mp< r<>rs. the j«>sition of this r.itooy determined 
the direction of tie- road. The very productiveness of the soil, 7 and 
its liability to inundations,“ must have caused this road to lie care- 


1 See tHe* an< -it s <•! l m* i.i 

pTOfTOttuik'* IxtMim llruuditMum and 

thf’»|)J*«*«itf‘ M.lc oft!,, -t it; 

Tlu* Mine writer t«!U tha* < »■ * r•>. 
when departing m» hi- exile, wn*. dm* n 
l*«<k bv a into Hrnndusuim. 

See below, p. ‘JJx. n, Th** great 

landing pine** «m th* M;iivi|o»ii:iii **;d* 
wan Dyrrbachium. the nibimi l.j.i- 
ilamiius cHlItnl l»v fatulUt- ‘ Adi i.v 
Tnlx-nw.' • 

* The rt*ad- fittin lh rrhaohinm and 
A(Mi 11 onia met toother at a place called 
('Indiana, and thence the Via l-^ipuia 
p***cd over the mountain- to llrr.it l<a 
»n Macedonia. It entered the jtl.iin at 

hde*»a (w below), and thence |«a-<»*d 

by I Vila to Thf**ahmi< a. The *»ta* 
tioin 1 , aa given by the A nlttniue and 
•ferttanlem Itineraries and the iVntin- 
(?cr Table, will be f.Hiiul iti ( rimer's 
Ancient Greece, y. 1. pp. HI HI. 

* See above, p. g'ii, n. |, *n<l p. 2 

n. 4« 

4 ThU opaoing U Um Picric valley. 


See I.e.ihe. p. IS* 1 . 4 Though tin* 

mod* rn route from (avail:* to Orphan*} 
and Sub'iuki. hading by IVavhta 
through the l*i. ric valley along the 
south*rn Mde of Mount Pang.vnm. 
. \a. tIv m the line of that of Xerxes, 
o the i»t»it dir.x't, it does not coincide 
with the H«mian road or the Via Tg 
n:itia. which pa-sod along the northern 
ba^* of that mountain, proUably f<*r 
the wake of connecting both these ini- 
jHirtant cities the form* r * 4 f which was 
a human etdt»ny.‘ 

IIerrs!. \ ii. 112. 

6 Dr. Clarke and iVmsiiWry both 
t,K'k tin- route. 

• 4 The plain i* \ery fertile, ami 
\ *o**i do- yielding abundant harvests of 
cotton, wheat, barley, and maize, con¬ 
tains extensive pastures peopled with 
oxen, hordes, and sheep. No part 
the land i- neglected: and the district, 
in its general appearance, is not in- 
forior to «nv p«n of Kiin»|>c.'—l-eskc, 
p. joi. * * See Leaks. 
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fully constructed. Tho surface of the plain, which is intersected by 
multitudes *>f streams, is covered now with plantations of cotton and 
tields of Indian corn, 1 and the villages are so miineron* that, when 
seen from the summits of the neighlimiring mountains, they appear 
to form one continued town. 1 Not far from the coast, the Strymon 
spreads out into a lake as large as Windermere ; 3 and l>etween tlu* 
h»wer end of this lake and the inner reach of tlu* Strymonie gulf, 
where the mountains leave a narrow opening, Amphipolis was situ¬ 
ated on a bend of the river. 

‘The jHisition of Amphipolis is one of the most important in 
Greece. It stands in a pass which traverses the mountains bordering 
the Strymonie gulf, and it commands the only easy communication 
from the coast of that gulf into the great Macedonian plains, which 
extend, for sixty miles, from beyond Mclemko to Hhihppv’ 4 The 
ancient name of the place was * Nine Wa\s,’ from the great iiuiuIxt 
of Thracian and Macedonian toads which met at this |*oint. • The 
Athenians saw the importance of the {Mention, and established a 
Q0I0II\ there, which the*\ valhd A mphl|« *lis, lneause the river Hlir- 
rotinded it. Sotne of tin dee|*cst intelest in the history of Tlllley- 
dules, not only as regards military and political movements/ but in 
reference to the j* r»»»ual vxp ru no 1 of tin* historian him»clf, : is 
concentrated on this spot. And again, Amplupohs apjvears in the 
S| leeches of L>einosthetu s as a great stake in the later struggle l*e- 
tweeli Philip of Macedon and the eiti/eiis of Athens. 4 It was also 
the scene of one striking passage m the histoiv of Homan on 
ipiest: here Haul us ^Knnlius, after the battle • »t Hydna. publicly 
proclaimed that the Macedonians *h>u!d be ' * ; and now an¬ 

other /'<***/•#« was her**, whose im *sag«> to tin* M.uvd»nnaus was an 
honest proclamation of a le tter Ids rty, without conditions and 
without rrwrv** 

St. Haul’s next stage was to the city of A{M«lh>nia. After leaving 
Atnphi|s»bs, the r*»ad p;wss along the edge of the Strvinoiue gulf, 
first Is twi i ii dills ami the sea, and then acr«*ss a well-w<H»dcd mari¬ 
time plain, wheiue the p* ak of Ath«*s is jM i ii far across the bay to 
the left. 1 ' We ‘put the sea short* at the narrow gorge of Anhui, or 


1 * Dr* pltinfr* »h* n/er-* 

immuHw, »h* trial**!*** pHnneouis *!*• 
taKa**, »trs \ igno** PT.if* « *>Hp il. 1 fern * 
a ftiitnsu-nt iv-'* **u\ l* plus 

agrrahl#* *|i« I.t« 1<*. ... la* pr.*luits 
tit* f»l|p phone sortnont imw'inpt, <*» 

IVtititr ft l irul'iUri** hahttan* r»* 
por.»J*i#*nt a U hUrdit** «U* 1 a nature.' 
—4'mttinc'rv, ti i, a. 

* < lurkp, «h tu. At ll»*’ •>( 

the rhAptcp ho gives a view <»f ti.*' plain 
as «wi from iIip hill* r>n the smith. 

J Anciently the Ukp 

* Ia**ake. I*pvt other n**tKcx of the 

ImpOflAIK* of tht* WsMton, see ll|*. 
ThirlwalV* (cp»p», ill. »*W 4 . *n 4 rs* 
Mti»llr Mr. timto's hVnrrr, \ 1. .V»4- 
hn 2 ?. «rt 4 A view of Am- 

|»blpdM k girrm In oar larger options. 


vii. HI. |lcr«*X<rx«s 
i f"** 'I tho Mnn» n, ai* 4 offered a 
s.nnrn** * f v»hlit* ‘ t*» tho rivir, 

»n4 l.Mfi* , »l nhvo nine uxiili* aii<I 
mai'lpii* 

* vo #**p**% i a 11 v sill that n*!/itr« tn 
f !*•*.» »n*l Hrs«i4as ut the f**i»rlh aii<I 
fifth i^4«. 

* 1 1 vs as ho failure in ah expedition 

\mphip*4t* that rnussl ihc 
rxile •'( 1 hii<*>»ll*K 

* Sr the jAvsirts iti tho «jiro hew 
which feint** t*» Philip's niireA^ htgont 
on the Athenian |->wrr in tho north of 
tho A’.goan. 

* l.ivy’s word* ( xIv. 30) show that 
tho ll**man* fallv Appreciated tb« im¬ 
portance of tho f**Mtion. 

»* Ih. riarkr. 
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Arethuja,' and there enter the valley which crosses the neck of the 
('lialcidio l>eiiiiisiila. 1 '[> to this point we have frequent historical 
landmarks reminding us of Athens. Thucydides has just been 
mentioned in connection with Amphipolis and the Ktryinon. As we 
leave the sea, we have before us, on the opposite coast, Stagirus,* 
the birth-place of Aristotle ; and in the pass, where the mountain* 
close on the road, is the tomb of Euripides.* Thus the steps of our 
progress, as wo leave the East and begin to draw near to Athens, 
are already among her historians, philosophers, and poets. 

Apollonia is somewhere in the inland part of the journey, where 
the Via Egnatia crosses from tlu gulf of the Strymon to that of 
Thessalonica; but its exact position has not been ascertained. We 
will, therefore, merely allude to the scenery through which the 
traveller moves, in going from sea to sea. The pass of Arcthusa is 
iwautiful and "picturesque. A river Hows through it in a sinuous 
course, and abundant oaks and plane trees are on the rocks around. 4 
Presently this stream is seen to emerge from an inland lake, whose 
promontories and villages, with the high mountains rising to the 
south-west, have reminded travellers of Switzerland.'' As we 
journey towards the west, we come to a second lake. 1 Set ween the 
two is the modem j.ost station of Kiisali, which may possibly be 
AjHilloinit,*' though it is generally believed to la.* tui the mountain 
sloJKJ to tile south of the east. 1 line.'t lake. Tile whole region of 
these two lakes is a long valley. 01 lather a succession of plains, 
where the level spaces are richly wooded with forest trews, and the 
nearer hills are c*.ven d to their summits with olives. 7 Bcvond the 
second lake, the load passes over some rising ground, and presently, 
after emerging from a narrow glen, we obtain a sight of the sea once 
more, the eve ranges in . ly over the plain of the Axms, and the city 
of Thessalonica is innmdiat. ly before us. 

Once arrived 111 this city. St. Paul no longer follows the course of 
the Via Egnatia. He may hav e .lone so at a hit. r period, when he 
says that be bad preached the tiospel "roundabout unto I llv ricuin." * 
But at piesent be bad loathed the point most favourable for the glad 
proclamation. The direction of the Uoman road was of eoui-se de¬ 
termined by ini|>ortaii1 gc« graphnal positions, and along the whole 
line from Ilynbaelnum to the Hebrus. im city was so large and in¬ 
fluential as Thessalonica 

The Aj h »nt *»lic city at which wc arv now arrived was known in 


1 Dr. Clarke, < h. xi*.. \. 1 ;i| 

a^jca to thi* tomh. 1 he .Inii'-.ilt in 
tin< rarv, another interim «h»te 

Ovation at lYnttanrt. mention* that ut 
the ti>mh nf b'.uripttic*. 

* Ix'nkc hlentitnv Sta^mi* with 
Stavm* t a little to the aouth of Anion, 
p. It»7. 

3 the Iaj*t note hut one. 

4 See Ur. CUrkc. (Vininrrv write** 

Htth great cnthtwUnm coneAmini? th»«* 

Klen. 

a See Dr. Clarke. Hoth lie .m«l 
v-ou«n«fry make mention of the two 
the Little IkvhiK &n>l Croat 


lkihik. on it* north hank, alonj; which 
the inttieni road piuni. 

*■ l hi*- i* Tafel’* opinion ; hut Leake 
anti t niiMiu n l*olh a>;rw in plaeinxr it 
to the eolith o( Lake |h»ll*e. We oit^ht 
to add. that the Ant* nine «i;< 1 Jem- 
vilein Itmerarie* apnrai t*» k* v ‘* two 
«li ••fin* i rw.ids lnr*tw<e» Au>ll<'i)i.i and 
Tin ".ilonii’.i. Se l.eakc. p. It». 

* Se 1 larked T'r<ireff. 

* s< <* aUive, pp. *11. Thi-* 

c\pre-Moii. however, mi^ht t*e u*e«l 
if nothing more were meant than a 
pro^rev* to the very frontier of Illy* 
noum. 
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the earliest periods of its history under various names. Untjer that 
of Theruta it is associated with some interesting recollections. It 
Wivs the resting-place of Xerxes on liis march ; it is not uniiientioued 
in the IVIojH»iu»esi:m war ; ami it was a frequent suhjeet of debate 
in the last indej>endent assemblies of Athens. When the Mace¬ 
donian |K>wer la gan to overshadow* all the countries where < Jroek 
was spoken, this city received its new name* ami l>egau a new ami 
more distinguished i*eriod of its history. A sister of Alexander the 
tire at was called Thessahmua, and her name was given to the city 
of Tlrenua, when rebuilt and einlndhshed by her husband, t‘assander 
the son of Antipater * This name, under a form slightly modified, 
has omtinued to the pr* sent day. The Saltieek of the early <•eriiian 
jHiets has tieooiii** tin* Salomki of the modern !s*vaut. Its hist«>ry 
can followed as continuously as its name. When Macedonia was 
pirtitioiio) into four provincial di\isons bs I’.tubi** .iambus, Thes- 
saloiitcu was the capital of th«t which lay between the Axmsandthc 
Stryuion .* ^ h« n the i.»ur r* gems wer*: united into one Homan 

province, this city was chos. ft as the inetn>|M.|h of the whole. It* 
name apf rears ne>r* than *mce in the annals of the 1’ivil Wars. It 
was tin- S4'eiie •*; th» . \ii *>t Cio-ro; 1 and one of the stages of his 
journey 1 *tw«»n U**ui»* ami hi* pr**\ itiec m the Hast. 4 Antony and 
Octavius were here aft* i the battle of I’lnlippi and coins an* still 
extant which allude t<> th- * freedom gi anted by the vi«-t**nou.s 
leaders to th«* cit \ »*f th»- I heiman* gulf Stral»». in tin* first e* ntury, 
*|**aks of t he*sal im a as the most j«u*ul«»n* town m Macedonia. 
Luruu, m the second « » ntnn , use* similar language. Before th« 
founding of t »UHtant>n-»j»l. , 11 was \ it t unlit the capita! of < imri* ami 
flUneiiiii, as well as ot Macedonia. and shared th* trade of the 
.Kgean with Kph* *ms and t'orinth. Kt»*i» aft* r tin* l/intern Koine 
was built and reign* d **\» r tin l..*\ant, we find l**»th Kagan and 
Christian writers shaking of Thessalomcn as tin* m< tropohsof Max ** 
doina and a place of great magnitmb*. Through tin* Middle Ag« s 
it never ee.‘t*»*d to b»* im|»«rtant . and it is, at the pres* nt day, th*' 
second eitv m Kiiroj^ an I'utk* v. I he reason of this <otittnue«l prv- 
riitim iitr is to U* found in its •graphi* al j«‘siti.»n. Situated on the 
nnjtrr Un»l of th»* Thei ui n» tiult. h ilt wav betw»** n tin* Adriatic 
and the IfeHes|**ni/ **n the sea margin of a vast plain watered bv 
several rivers/ and at the entrain** of the pu*-t* whuh commands 


1 TV f»r*t Author m which ih»* *u*w 
name ofiir* i* I' hbn*. N.m * 1 *nv 
th*t th** name w vs given by ITuttf. 
in Iwxwtf of his «tiu tit. r. an.I *.th**vs 
that it dirrctly ron»m»'tiu>r*to| a % ic 
(t>ty ov»r th** TIk**,iIi uh. but the 
♦opinion staff'd *#t**v«* the m «*» 

prb;»bk\ n y* * all* *1 

TVwftlofii* a, m *-f a 

»ict*»ty by hr*f father on fh*» 

#Uy sK*« I*** hrard of h*r birth. 
(Winery mw an t*» th#* in 

tbr VkWy «u the miiw »*f iV city. 
8r« be lew. 

* !4>* j*t«rr>. pp. 243, 241, 

> Itroh in going m»I «ml trlufnltig 


ll** rr*'*** d th** .\*U» »u*‘. between Itrun 
•I'fiuiK Aiifl IivrrhA* hiutu. tv-** j«. 'it *. 
?» ! In troadlmg through Msrtsloiiia 
h** s-.-it l f»lh»w th** Via KginlU. 

* S* s- r »l hi* hiti r* were writt*-n 
from rh*s*a)ofii« a **n thi«jimrn<')r. 

I‘* r a t*ry full Account if it* 
modern om*lh#«u» see Itr. [Sir Helm t 
lb II ihd's 7V*»r#fj», 

* S**e ftlxiVP, p. 212. 

7 The rhirf **f lhr.*S Mr lh^ Axilir 
»wl ilsli^mon. Th« whol« r**gb»n 
near the ron*i«U of low rtUrnia! 
mil. hw Mow, on the journey fnan 
TVmhI'Su** 1 to llmrs, 

* This t« the pwss mentioned above. 
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the uppioach to the other great Macedonian level,—it was evidently 
destined for a mercantile emporium. Its relation with the inland 
trade of Macedonia was os close os that of Ampliipolis ; and its 
maritime advantages were perhaps even greater. Thus, while Am* 
phipolis decayed under the Hvzantine emperors, Thessalonica con¬ 
tinued to prosper . 1 There probably never was a time, from the da£ 
when it first received its name, that this city lias not haul the aspect 1 
of a busy commercial t*»wn. i VVV see at once how appropriate a 
place it was for one of the stalling-points of the (>ospel in Europe; 
and wo can appreciate the force of the expression used by St. ^aul 
within a few months of his departure from the Thessalonians , 3 when 
lie says, that ‘ from them tin- Word of the Lord had Bounded forth 
like a triimj»et . 4 not only in Macedonia. and Aeliaia, but in every 
place.* 

No city, which we have yet had occasion to describe, has had so 
distinguished a t 'liristian history, with the* single exception of the 
Syrian Antioch; and tin* Christian glory of the Patriarchal city 
gradually faded l»efor«* that of tin* Macedonian metroj>olis. The 
heroic age of Thessalonica was tin* third century/’ It was the 
bulwark of ( 'onstaiitinoph* in tin* shock tin* barbarians: and it 
held up the torch of tin* truth U * the successive tribes who overspread 
tin* country Wtwecn tin* Danube and tin* -Egt an,--the <«oths and 
the Solavcs, tin* Ihilganans of the t»reek Church, and the Wal- 
Inchians,' whose language still seems to connect them with Philippi 
and the iCouian colonies. Thus. in tin* medieval chroniclers, it has 
deserved the name of ‘ tin* Orthodox t'itv.’ : The remains of its 
Hippodrome. which is for e\er asstH-iuted with the history of Theo¬ 
dosius and Ambrose/ can yet is* traced among the Turkish houses. 

through which tin m.t<l to Atiiphip'lt* ft oudnery. p. .V2V U»th lx I«»ng to 
pa«M*d, ami in whi*h Apoll«>m:» was tin lim k l lumh. 
situated. «• See what toudnlry «n\« (eh. iA of 

1 Notices «»f »{h ivn rrautil«* r* la- tin* W.dl.** hian*, who an* intermix***! 
lion** in the Middle Ago* nr* giv* n l*y aim ng tin* oth* r tril*e- of modern M:i* 
Tafcl. For an arc* *un l of it- m-Mlcrn mi<-iii!i. The\ -*pak a corrupt I.itin, 
trail**, ami tin* wav in wln. li it n .*•» an«l h** think- they an* d* *-ended fnuu 
after t<*d l*v th»* last war, jm*c II<»ilaud*H tho .imicni < *. Tlu v ;.r«- .» tierce 

7'rtirrf 9 . ami U*M li\mg * hi* tlv in the 

* A view of the piano, a* *■**« n from mountain-*; ami w hen trailing caravans 
th** sea, is given m tin* larger citi- h*\< t«» g«» through thing* mu* places 
lions. th* v an- po-*t*d in tin- fn-nt, 

1 1 Thw«. i. 8. Tin* l'pbtle Mat « One U\ santim* writer who uses 
written from (Virintli \«ry **<*»n att*r thi** phrase i-* t'amcmata* His hbt^ry 

the dcpaiture from Thrx«aloni* a. St*** i* « urhmx lb* was t n**ier-l»a»rer to 

( hap. XI. the nrvhhishop. ami wa« e-irri«*d ofV l>v 

4 ChryMwtiim employ* this image in the Arabs, ami lamitsl at Tarsus, where 
commenting on t t or. he wrote his l**H>k. 

J Tafol traces the hi«torv of The*- * Someaccounts sav that hkOflO jkt 
salonica, in great detail, through the sons wen* involved in the mas-yicre. 
Middle Ages t and shows how, aft* r for which the archbishop of .Milan 
the invasion of the (toths, it was the ex act*’ll penance from the Kmperwr. 
tneans of c* inverting the Sclav***, ami Sv <*ibl»on,chap xxvii. For some 110 - 
*hem the liulgariams to the tire of the remains of the 11 ippodromc, 
t-nriatlan faith. The peasant popula* which still retains its name, see Cou* 
ki tin* nut of Thessalonica is sinerv, chap, ii. 

Bulgarian, to tho west it is tired. 
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Its bishops have Bat in great councils . 1 The writings of i}« groat 
preacher ami scholar Kiistathius'-' are still preserved to us. It is 
true that the Christianity of Thessalonica, both medieval and modern, 
has been debased by humiliating superstition. The glory of its 
patron saint, Demetrius, has eclipsed that of St. Paul, the founder 
of its Church. Hut the same Divine Providence, which causes us 
to lie thankful for the past, commands us to bo hopeful for the 
future; and we may look t'>rival'll to the time when a new harvest 
of the ‘work of faith, and lalmur of hue, and patience of Iiojhj,’ 3 
shalf spring up from the seeds of Divine Truth, which were lirst 
sown on the shore of the Thermaic tiulf by the Apostle of the 
tlentiles. 

If Thessalonica can Insist of a series of Christian annals, unbroken 
since tin- day of St. Paul's arrival, its relations with the .Jewish 
jieople have continued for a still longer js-riod. In our own day it 
contains a multitude ot .Jews* commanding an influential position, 
many of whom are occupied (not very differently from St. Paul him¬ 
self) in the iiiatinfactuie ot cloth. A considerable number of them 
are refugees from Spain, ami speak the Spanish language. There 
are materials for tracing similar settlements of the same scattered ami 
persecuted {ample in this t its . at intervals, during the Mtddle Ages ; 
and even lie fore the destruction of .Jerusalem w e rind them here, nu¬ 
merous and influential, as at Antioch and Icoiinim. Here, doubt less, 
wu the chief colony of those .lews of Macedonia of whom Philo 

speaks ; 5 forwlule there was only a /'i.hi at Plnhp|>i. and white 

Amphipohs and Ajmllonia had no fsiaehte coiuiiiuniiles to detain 
the Ajscsth s, ' Ilf .yn/n/o./>o ' of the neigh!-mi le».d was at Thessa¬ 
lonica. 


1 \V*' Hid! th*» In*h»*p >>f I h*-** » 

»n th** ♦ V»on« if i »f Sirtfi*. \ ;» -IT. .»n»l 

A tin fp*- *»f lt»»‘ < •mitril r» l it* •• t»> ft** 
plunf, 

1 F.u^tathiu* (iridt h*»l an*l wr -t-- 
fh**TV in t hr*' tv*. Iff h ttnllin. II * 1 
Iii^hiv * -*t* **«»• »t Ih lh** r#iimu ni, i*»*l 
w Iwt-I *•» havi- p, • l'*‘i >n<t i»li »ii« 
put**. tin* m*wt karri* «f man «•» lu-* 

* I i. 

4 I*aul in ias juiiriitA, 

—* !*>* ClirvhffD \ *»'nt n*\ir*»n 
so n»>mbr*> t»>.«>•>*». i »n y 

3 O. 0 *>*> i|in > **»ti i * •yni^'t^dt^, 

ft * « a*>r»t nn #pn y f.*»»t t*'ut • *»m- 
merc*’. 0*ton»«" lia fort in* in* 

trirux. t[ftix Krd<fl* wxir* **' ««»nt ihh 
M rrrMivitiwnl rn frf*- tip !•-* fdirr tra- 
*r*ilkr «!*• 

FrafKf, pmir meltr** la I iiffiHi" r-n « ; UI 

•I* *+ p*i**rT 4 *** ; iham iU 

n'ffOt janiaii p*» fcawir . rpjriuiiitit il* 

v**-mJ**f»t awt bi«n Irwr* jt*»* »»* 

(fraud v»sfft*wr, f|«i an fait habslkr 
m Inwppa,'—I*. 4t. Ill thi’ 1 711» fro* 
lory a Tttfkidi »iithr*riiv *p*>ak* *»f 
ihclft on carjat an*I rMh maker*, of 


th»*ir hkralsfv t*» t lio jwK»r, nn>l «.f 
ih> jr s. \% *tl» m<»rv tti'in 1 .«hn» 

♦ hi(*if*n. * im«iiit'fv nckon* tln-m at 
uniii .*f tihm fr**»n spam. Hr 
;»*l*f« *» h.i«pl«> * \ a Ni!«diii|iir 

I- tt**m «!■ la |tr<>% ilD p *r«>U «■*»!*! 
i'HkMinw»« l* ** fdinillta i|iii la «**m 
J«*-*n» ‘ |». |» In th*' * Intel 

tt'j* Ht r ' t'. r l* I'*, fli«‘ Jt ht >.i|nn»«n 
nr*- r* • .it U iuj hail* lh»* 

a!b“l*‘ |«>pi»lnih*n. aiul ha\in*c iheihnt 
in lh*‘»r han*!*. I Id y arp *niil t»» 
ha\ * thirty -*ix Kynnif»»i:iD-*. * n«»n*‘ i>( 
th*tn r*'markaliip f*»r lh*»r nrnliirM nr 
*" l *■*..* n* ■>' • •( »t \ I*'.’ 

1 11** a ar*‘ aSlii*l*«l to m ih«* 7il» * **n • 
fury, an*l a*c»in in nun»ta‘n* 

in th«- l«*ih. I nf» L 

R 1 hap. I. p. 1 .V 
7 Ihr l<-*t Ikit* have thr itefi 

nit#' ftrtirk If authority 
ral‘«l a^a»vi«ft il, *till thr phr»*^' would 
imply that Ihrrr wa* no aynaa*»tfm? in 
th*' rrcrnlly thr**n*{h. 

Thrre am onolhrr at He¬ 

rn**. A«*la xvii. 10. 



IX.] St. Paul at T/iessa/otiica. 2 §i 

The %st scene to which wo are introduced in this city is entirely 
Jewish. It is not a small meeting of proselyte women by the river 
side, but a crowdeil assembly of true-born Jews, intent on their 
religious worship, among whom I’aul and Silas now make their 
appearance. If the traces of their recent hardships were manifest 
in their very asjiect, and if they related to their Israelitisli brethreif 
how they had * sutl'ered before and been cruelly treated at Philippi’ 
(1 Tliess. ii. 2 ), their entrance in Among them must have created a 
strong impression of indignation and sympathy, which explains the 
allusion in St. Paul’s Kpistle. He spoke, however, to the ThAssa- 
ionian Jews with the earnestness of a man who has no time to lose 
and no thought to waste on his own sulferings. He preached not 
himself but Christ crucified. The Jew ish Scriptures were the ground 
of his argument. He recurred to the same subject again and again. 
On three successive Sabbaths 1 he argued with them : and the w hole 
body ”f Jews resident in Thessalomca were interested and excited 
with the new doctrine, »nd were preparing either to adopt or 
oppose it. 

The three jsiints on which he insisted were these: — that He who 
was foretold in prophecy was to he a suite, mg Messiah,—that after 
death He was to rise again. and that the crucified Jesus of Naza¬ 
reth was indeed the Messiah who was t<> come. Such is the distinct 
and concise statement in tie Acts of tie- Apostles (xvii. ■ >): ami the 
same topics of teaching an- implied in the first Kpistle. where the 
Thessalonians arc appeal, d to as men who had been taught to 
‘ behove that Jesus had le.illy died and risen again ’ (iv. 14 ). and 
who had turned to m r\>-the true tool. ‘and to wait for His Soli from 
heaven, whom He rai-< d from the dead, even Jesus" (i. lO). t If 
the mode m which these subjects would be presented to his hearers 
we can form some idea fr< m what was suul at Antioch m Pisidia. 
The very aspect of tile w,,ishipjs is was the same;- proselytes were 
equally attached to the congregations in Pisidia and Macedonia . 5 and 
the ‘devout and honourable women' in one city found their parallel 
in the ‘chief women’ in the other . 1 Tin impression, too, produced 
hy the address was not very dith-n m ln-tv from what it had been 
there. At first it was favoiirablx r,v<m-,|. the interest of novelty 
having more itiliuence than the s- riouMi, ss of conviction. Even from 
the first some of the topics must ha\r contained matter for jht- 
plexity or cavilling. .Many would l>e indis]>osed to lielicvc the fact 
of Christ’s resurrection and many more who. in their exile from 
Jerusalem, w re |,s>king intently for the restoration of an earthly 
kingdom/’ must have heard incredulously and unwillingly of the 
humiliation of Messiah. 

That Kt. Paul did sjwak of Messiah's glorious kingdom, the 


1 Acts xvil. 2. 

1 Sec the account of tl»c synagogue- 
worship,—the desk, the ark,the mnnu- 
scripts, the prayers, tire S-rinlun* 
raaiting, the lallith, Ate~,--gi\-cn in h». 

lau-ian. 11 

’' Potnparc Acta xlil. Ifi. 20 will, 
xvii. 4. Sac Palsy on 1 Thews. 


* t'oinparc Acts xiii. AO with xvii. I. 
It will Is- rcmcmU'ixxl that the women's 
place in the sy nagegue- was in n sepa 
rate gallery, or (s-hiiol a lnttiee, p. t 
5 Acts xvii. 4 com|*rxst with xiii 
12-41. 

Ads i. t>. 
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undoubted right. He was enabled to maintain this independent 
position partly by the liberality of his friends at Philippi, who once 
and again, on this first visit to Macedonia, sent relief to his neces¬ 
sities (Phil. iv. 15, 16). And the journeys of those pious men who 
followed the footsteps of the persecuted Apostles along the Via 
xSgnatin by Ainphipolis and Apollonio, bringing the alms which had 
been collected at Philippi, are -among the most touching incidents 
of the Apostolic history. And not less touching is that description 
which St- Paul himself gives us of that other means of support— 
'hhfown labour night add day, that he might not bo burdensome 
to any of them’ (1 Thesa. ii. S>). He did not merely ‘rob other 
churches,’ 1 that he might do the Thessalonians service, but the 
trade he had learnt when a Iv.y in Cilicia'* justified the old Jewish 
maxim ;* ‘he was like a vineyard that is fenced aud he was able 
to show an example, not only to the ‘ disorderly busybodies’ of 
Thessalonica (l Thesa. iv. 11), but to all, in every age of the Church, 
who are apt to neglect their pro|ter business (2 Tnvas. iii. II),-and 
ready to eat other men’s brtftul for nought (2 Thess. iii. 8). Lato at 
night, when the sun had long set on the incessant spiritual labours 
of the day, the A|»>stle might lie seen by lamp-light labouring at 
the rough hair-cloth,* “that he might las chargeable to none.’ It 
was an emphatic enforcement of the ‘commands' 1 which he found 
it necessary to give when he was among them, that they should 
‘study to be quiet, and to work with their own hands’ (1 Ureas, 
iv. 11), and the stem principle he laid down, that ‘if a man will 
not work, neither should he eat ' <2 Thess. iii. 10.) 

In these same Epistles, St. Paul sjs-aks of his work at Theasa- 
lonica as having been encout|>aaaed with affliction*,* and of the 
Gospel as having advanced by a |«ainfu! struggle.' 5 What these 
afflictions and struggles were, we can gather from the alight notices 
of events which arc contained in the Acts. The Ajxistle's success 
among the Gentiles roused the enmity of his own countrymen. 
Even in the synagogue the Proselytes attached themselves to him 
more readily than the Jews.’ Hut he did not merely obtain an in¬ 
fluence over the Gentile mind by the indirect means of his disputa¬ 
tions on the Hobbaili in the synagogue, and through the medium 
of the Proselytes ; but on the intermediate days* he was doubtless 
in frequent and direct communication with the Heathen. We need 
not be surprised at the results, even if his stay was limited to the 
period corresponding to three Sabbaths. No‘one can say what 
effects might follow from three weeks of an Apoetlo’s teaching. 
But we are by no means forced to adopt the a.ippnsitinn that the 
tone wee limited to three weeks. It is highly probable that 8t 


1 2 Cor. xi. a. 

* Chap. II. np. 3% 40. , 

* ‘lie that nsth a trade fat Ms band, 
te whist is ki tfks? f Is is Hk« s vine¬ 
yard that Is faewfd.’—P. 9V, 

* See pi 40, n. i. 

* Nete Ike pkMNV-'w / esse- 
xeswdhd fee, and ‘anm ndee t ears 
xr49t ye* t pens fee 4fMs petetfOl 


* I Thess. 1. <k 

> I Thess. it 2. 

* • Aesss of them f the Jews'] teHsvvd 
sad eensortsd with Paul and 8Uas: 
and of ths devout i is s h s m g re at swdfi- 
tmd*, and of lbs cMsf westsn ast •/«. 
—Arts xvii. 4. 

* As at Attests. Ante xriL 17. 
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Paul remained at Theualonica for a longer period.' At other cities, 3 
when lie was repelled by the Jews, he became the evangelist of the 
Gentiles, and remained till he was compelled to depart. The Thes- 
salonian Letters throw great light on the rupture which certainly 
took place with the Jews on this occasion, and which is implied in 
that one word in the Acts which speaks of their jealousy s against* 
the Gentiles. The whole aspect of the Letters shows that the main 
body of the Thessalonian Church was not Jewish, but Gentile. 
The Jews are spoken of as an extraneous body, as the enemies of 
Christianity and of all men, not as the elements out of whiclathe 
Church was composed.* The prudent Jewish Scriptures are not 
once cpioted in either of these Epistles. 1 The converts are addressed 
as those who had turned, not from Hebrew fables and traditions, 
but from the practices of Heathen idolatry.'* , How new and how 
comforting to them must have liven the doctrine of the resurrection 
from the dead. What a contrast must this revelation of ‘life and 
immortality ’ have been to # the hojndeas lamentations of their own 
pagan funerals, and to the dismal teaching which we can still read 
in the sepulchral inscriptions 7 of Heathen Thesaalonica,—such as 
told the bystander that after death there is no revival, after the 
grave no meeting of those who have loved each other on earth. 
How ought the troth taught by the Apostle to have comforted the 
now disciples at the thought of inevitable, though only temporary, 
separation from their Christian brethren. And yet how difficult 
was the truth to realise, when they saw those brethren sink into 
lifeless forms, and after they bad committed them to the earth 
which had received all their heathen ancestors. How eagerly can 
wo imagine them to have read the new assurances of comfort which 
came in the letter from Corinth, and which told them ‘not to 
sorrow like other men who have no hope.* * 

But we are anticipating the events which occurred between the 
A[>oatic's departure from Thessalonica and the time when he wrote 
the letter from Corinth. We must return to the persecution that 
led him to undertake that journey, w-hich brought him from the 
capital of Macedonia to that of Acliaia. 

When the Jews saw Proselytes and Gentiles, and many of the 
leading women * of the city, convinced by Sc Paul's teaching, they 

people displeasing to God, and enemies 
to all mankind : who would hinder me 
horn speaking to the < .entile*,’ Ac.— 
1 7Tte«». ii. Contrast Rom. ix. 

1 The Kpistlea to Titus and Phile¬ 
mon. if we mistake out, are the only 
oilier instances. 

* 1 Thess. i. !>. 

~ liens tuid there in such inscrip¬ 
tions is a hint of immortality; hut the 
general feeling of the Greek world con¬ 
cerning the dead is that of uUter hope¬ 
lessness. 

* I The**. Iv. 13. 

* Acta xvii. 4. See above. 


1 Paley, among others, argues for a 
longer residence than three weeks. 
\] arm Pamlim*. on I Thess. No. vi. 
Henson lays stress on the coming of 
repeated contributions from Philippi: 
to Which it may be replied, on the other 
hand, that they might have cutne wit hin 
throe weeks, if they were scot hr dif¬ 
ferent contributors. 

* Acta xiii, xvlU. xix. 4c. 

• Acts xyii. 5 . 

.. T oe have suffered Dm like per- 
"owtion ftom roar own countrymen 
C«*» church** in Jwheal 

fro* the Jaws, who killed both 
" ■ bord dssusiad th* prophets ... a 
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must have felt that his influence was silently unde r mi n i n g theirs. 
In proportion to his success in spreading Christianity, their power 
of spreading Judaism declined. Their sensitiveness would be in¬ 
creased in consequence of the peculiar dislike with which they were 
viewed at this time by the Roman power. 1 Thus they adopted the 
tactics which had been used with souio success before at leonium 
and Lystra,' 1 and turned against St. Paul and his companions those 
weapons which are the readiest instruments of vidgar bigotry. 
They excited the mob of Tliessalonica, gathering together a multi¬ 
tude of those worthies! idlers al>out the markets and landing- 
plaoes * which abound in every such city, and are alwava ready for 
any evil work. With this multitude they assaulted the house of 
Jason (perhaps some Hellenistic Jew, 4 whose name had been 
moulded into Gentile form, and i>o**ibly one of St. Paid’s relations, 
who is mentioned in the Epistle to the Romans ), With whom Paul 
and Silas seem to have Wen lodging. Their wish was to bring Paul 
and Silas out to the < 1 . hum, or assembly of the people. Rut they 
were absent front the house'; and Jason and some other Christians 
were dragged before the city magistrates. The accusation vocife¬ 
rously brought against them was to the following effect : ‘These 
Christians, who are setting the whole world in confusion, arc come 
hither at last ; and Jason has received them into his house ; and 
they are all acting in the face of the Km|»-ror’s decrees, for the; 
assert that there is another king, whom they call Jesus.’ We have 
seen* how some of the parts of St. Paul's teaching at Thesaalonir.-i 
may have given occasion to tin- latter phrase in this indictment 
and we obtain a dcc|>er insight into the cause why the whole indict 
ment was brought forward with so much vehemence, and why it 
was so likely t>> produce an effect on the magistrates, if wo bear in 
mind the circumstance alluded to in reference to Philippi,’ that tin 
Jews were under the ban of the Roman authorities about this time, 
for haring raised a tumult in the mvtn>|M>lis, at the instigation (a- 
was alleged) of one Chresttia, or Christus ; * and that they must 
hare been glad, in the provincial cities, to W> able to show their 
loyalty and gratify their malice, by throwing the odium off them 
selves upon a sect whose very name might W interpreted to imph 
a rebellion against the Emperor. 

Huch were the circumstances under which Jason and his coin 
panion* were brought before the pA>hu<h*. We use the Greek 
term advisedly ; for it illustrates the |xditical constitution of Tin » 
salonica, and its contrast with that of Philippi, which has latel) 
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been noticed. Thessaloniea was not a colony, like Philippi, Troaa, 
or the Jriaidian Antioch, bnt a free city ( Urbs libera), like the Syrian 
Antioch, or like Tarsus 1 and Athens. The privilege of what was 
technically called ‘ freedom ’ was given to certain cities of the Em¬ 
pire for good service in the Civil Wars, or as a tribute of respect to 
the old celebrity of the place, or for other reasons of convenient 
policy. There were few such cities in the western provinces, 4 as 
there were no municipia in the eastern. The free towns were most 
numerous in those parts of the Empire where the Greek language 
had long prevailed ; and we are generally able to trace the reunons 
why this privilege waa bestowed upon them. At Athens it was the 
fame of its ancient eminence, and the evident policy of paying a 
compliment to the Greeks. At Theasalonica it was the part which 
its inhabitants had prudently taken in the great struggle of Au¬ 
gustus and Anlony against Brutus and Cassius.* When the decisive 
battle had been fought, Philippi waa made a military colony, and 
Thessalonica became free. . 

The privilege of such a city constated in this,—that it waa 
entirely self-governed in all its internal affairs, within the territory 
that might be assigned to it. The governor of the province had no 
right, under ordinary circumstances, to interfere with these affairs. 4 
The local magistrates had the power of life mid death over the 
citizens of tho place. No stationary garrison of Roman soldiers 
waa quartered within its territory.* No insignia of Roman office 
were displayed in its streets. An instance of the care with winch 
this rule was observed is recorded by Tacitus, who tells us, that 
Genuanicus, whose progress was usually distinguished by the pre¬ 
sence of twelve lictors, declined to enter Athens attended with 
more than one. There is no doubt that the magistracies of such 


cities would be very careful to show their loyalty to the Emperor 
on all suitable occasions, and to avoid every disorder which might 
compromise their valued dignity, anil cause it to be withdrawn. 
And on the other hand, the Roman State did wisely to rely on the 
Greek love of empty distinction ; and it secured its dominion as 
effectually in the East by means of these privileged towns, as by 
the stricter political annexation of the municipia in the West- The 
form of government in the free cities was very various.* In some 


* See p. 38. 

4 There were a few itiGaui anil Spain, 
none in Sardinia. Onihc other hand, 
they were very numerous in Greece, 
the Greek islands, and Asia Minor. 
Such complimentary privileges would 
have had Uttle meaning If bestowed on 
a rude people, which had no ancient 
traditions. 

* See the coins alluded to above, p. 
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with the head of OctavU. 
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ally he did not interfere with the local 
magistrates. Even his financial officers 
did not enter the territory to collect 
the taxes, but the imposts were sent to 
Rome in some other way. We may 
add that a free city might have Hbrrlaa 
mm immemiUtle. i.e. freedom from 
taxation, as a Catania might have the 
Jam llultmm. 

» tlenco such cities were sometimes 
called • ungarrisoned.’ 

* The degree of tiberiaa waa variotn 
also. It was settled by a distinct con 
conist (fad**). The granting am 
withdrawing of this privilege, as weJ 
aa its amount, waa capricious and irre 
gular under tho Republic, and espec 
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mm the eld magistracies and customs were continued without any 
material modification. In others, a senate, or an assembly, was 
allowed to exist where none had existed before. Here, at T ho as a 
Ionics, we find an assembly of the people 1 Acta xvii. 6) and 

supreme magistrates, who are called politarcha (Acts xvii. 8). It 
becomes an interesting inquiry, whether the existence of this title 
of the Theaaalonian magistracy can be traced in any other source of 
information. This question is immediately answered in the affirma¬ 
tive, by one of those passages of monumental history which we 
have made it our business to cite as often as possible in the course 
of this biography. An inscription which is still legible on an arch¬ 
way in Thessidonica gives this title to the magistrates of the place, 
informs us of their numter, and mentions the very names of some 
who bore the office not long before the day of St. Paul. 

A kmg street intersects the city from cast to west. ‘ This is doubt¬ 
less the very direction which the ancient road took in its course 
from the Adriatic to the Hellespont ; for though the houses of 
ancient cities sre destroyed ‘and renewed, the lines of the great 
thoroughfares are usually unchanged . 3 If there were any doubt of 
the fact at Thessolonica, the question is set at rest by two trium¬ 
phal arches which still, though disfigured by time and injury, and 
partly concealed by Turkish.houses, sjvin the breadth of this street, 
and define a space which must have boon one of the public parts of 
the city in the apostolic age. (hie of these arches is at the western 
extremity, near the entrance from Koine, and is thought to have 
been built by the grateful Thesaaloniaiis to commemorate the 
victory of Augustus and Antony. 4 The other is further to the east, 
and records the triumph of some later emperor (most probably 
Constantine) over enemies aul>ducd near the Danube or beyond. 
The second of these arches, with its sculptured camels,* has alto¬ 
gether an Asiatic aspect, and Wloiiga to a [mriod of the Kmpirv 
nocb later than that of Ht. Paul. The first has the representation 
of consuls with the toga, and corresponds in appearance with that 
condition of the arts which marks the passing of the Republic into 
the Empire. If erected at that ctMich, it was undoubtedly existing 
when the Apostle was in Macedonia. The inscription in Greek 
le tt e rs ,* which is given on the op|>osite page, is engraved on this 


aBy daring UkC ivil Wan. l f n, r the 
irMpsrsri it hse s ms mot* rvjruteicl. 
■be the Mbs details at provincial 

1 TaM sense to think it bad ibe a 


* Sot Chads Ay. th. lb, sod Leaks, 
ah. xxrt 



take the uiw view of its origin. Thi 
Utlvr trsrvllrr sn that its span i* I 
test, sod its p rfss nt bright IS fret, 
tbs lower part bring bsried to the 
dspth of *7 feat mors, It is now pari 
of tbs modern walla sad is calls') the 
Vaster (lots. breasm it bads toward* 
that river (tbs Axius). 

* Tbrrs M also a view of this arrh 
is Cousindry, p 19. He rrfal it* 
origin to ens of Constantino's tip- 
dittos*, msnlto s rd by Zari m a s . Ths 
wbsJs strnetsn bnai rir canririsrt of 
tfcrss afshsst it fc bsHt of brisk, sad 

mm to have boon <bmd with sHubis 

• Moot Brsikb, Xa. IM7. Tbs lo¬ 
ti glvsM by Inska (p. SN). 



ITAPXOYNTftN ZOZtriATPOY TOY KAEO 


< 

Z 

> 

o 

* 

ul 

W 

> 

o 

p 

z 

o 

c 


> 

o 

EZ 

h 

Z 

Z 

I 

< 

>- 

O 

z 

ui 

CO 

< 

w 


§ 

< 

o 

c 

o 


> 

o 

h 

> 

O 

E 


> 

O 

w 

z 

ui 

z 

< 

* 

y 

o 

h 

w 

O 

z 

ci 


> 

o 

h 

ui 

h 


ui 

< 

O 

c 


> 

0 

> 

0 

X 

z 

4 

Ui 

z 

w 

C 

2 

> 

0 

> 

o 

X 

<1 

0. 

< 

c 

> 

0 

< 

< 

> 


X 

mmm 

< 

< 

♦ 

0 

h 

> 

o 

< 

< 


> 

w 

H 

u 


0 

5 

> 

< 


< 

♦ 

0 

> 

0. 

V- 

CO 

> 

> 

< 

0 

< 

0 

0 

§ 

< 

C 

c 

\r 

N 

u 





ix.] The Magistracy of Thessaiontca. ^59 

arch of marble,* and informs us still of the magistracy which the 
Roman* reoogniaed and allowed to subsist in the ‘ free city ’ of 
Theasalonic*. We learn from this source that the magistrates of 
the city were called politarchs,* and that they were seven m number; 
and it is perhaps worth observing (though it is only a curious coin¬ 
cidence! three of the names are identical with three bf St. 
Paul’s mends in this region ,—dopater of Bercea* Oaiu* the Mace* 
(Mon, 4 and Socundue of Theetalonica.* 

It is at lesst well worth our while to notice, as a mere matter of 
Christian evidence, how accurately St. Luke writes concerning the 
political characteristics of the cities and provinces which he men¬ 
tions. He takes notice in the most artless and incidental manner, 
of minute details which a fraudulent composer would judiciously 
avoid- and which in the mythical result of mere .oral tradition 
would surely* be loose and inexact. Cyprus is a ‘ proconsular ’ 
provinoe. 8 Philippi is a ‘ colony.’ 7 The magistrates of Theaaalonica 
have an unusual title, ^nmentioned in ancient literature; bnt it 
appears, from a monument of a different kind, that the title is 
perfectly correct. And the whole aspect of what happened at 
Thessalon .-a, as compared with the events at Philippi, is in perfect 
harmony with the ascertained difference in the political condition 
of the two places. There is no mention of the rights and privileges 
of Homan dtiaeruhip ; * but we are presented with the spectacle of 
a mixed mob of Greeks and Jews, who are anxious to snow them¬ 
selves to be ‘ Cor ear’s friend*.’ * No Uctor*,' 0 with rods and faaoes, 
appear upon the scene; but we hear something distinctly of a 
demu*, n or free assembly ot the people. Nothing is said of rcli- 
aious ceremonies '* which the citizens, ‘ being Romans,’ may not 
lawfully adopt *, all the anxiety, both of people and magistrates, is 
turned to the one point of showing their loyalty to the Emperor. 1 * 
And those magistrates by whom the question at issue is ultimately 
decided, are not Roman pro tor* 14 but Greek politarcks 

It is evident that the magistrates were excited and unsettled '* aa 
well aa the multitude. No doubt they were anxious to stand well 


with a slight difference la one of the 
names. It goes on to mention the 
•safe* d« iC«s and the 
The names being chiefly Roman, Leake 
argnet for a later date than that which 
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., The mammy consists of square 
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Jews in Acts xvii. 7, should, by all 
means, be compared with what was 
said to Pilate at Jerusalem : * If thou 
let this man go, thou art not Ctnar’i 
friend: whosoever maketh himself a 
king sneaketh against Cscsar .'—Join 
xix. IS. 

M P«fl*s*x**- Acta xri. 85, 88. 

11 Acts xviL 5. 
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“ Acte xviL 7. . 
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u for a general account of Thrsae- 
loolca, see use article to Smiths ZMo- 
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with the fiomtn Government, and not to compromise themaelvea or 
the privileges of their city by a wrong decision in this 'dispute 
between the Christians ana the Jews. 1 The coarse they adopted 
was to * take security ’ from Jason and his companions. By this 
exp re s si on * it is most probably meant that a sum of money was 
deposited'with the magistrates, and that the Christian community 
of the place made themselves responsible that no attempt should 
be made against the supremacy of Rome, and that peace should be 
maintained in Theasalonica itself. By these means the disturbance 
was allayed. 

Bat though the magistrates had secured quiet in the city for the 
present, the position of Paul and Silas was very precarious. The 
lower classes were still excited. The .Tows were in a state of fa¬ 
natical displeasure. It is evident that the Apostles could not appear 
in public as before, without endangering their own safety, and com¬ 
promising their fellow-ChristiaiiB who were security for thefcf good 
behaviour. The alternatives before them were, either silence in 
Theasalonica, or departure to some other place. The first was im¬ 
possible to those who bore the divine commission to preach the 
Gospel every where. They could not hesitate to adopt the second 
course; and, under the watchful care of ‘ the brethren,’ they de¬ 
parted the same evening from Theasalonica, their ate)is being turned 
in the direction of those mountains which are the western boundary 
of Macedonia.’ We observe Hint nothing is said of the departure of 
Timotheu*. If he was at Theasalonica at all, he stays there now, as 
Luke had stayed at Philippi. * We can trace in all these arrangements 
a deliberate care and policy for the well-being of the new Churches, 
even in the midst of the sudden movements caused by the outbreak 
of persecution. It is the same prudent and varied forethought 
which appears afterwards in the pastoral Epistles, where injunctions 
are given, according to circumstances, —to ‘abide’ while the Apostle 
goes to some other region,' ‘hoping that ho may come shortly’ 
again,*—to * set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain 
elders,’*—or ’to use all diligence’ to follow* and co-operate again 
in the same work at some new place. 

Phasing under the Arch of Augustus and out of the Western 
Gate, the Via Egnatia crosses the plain and ascends the mountains 
which have just been mentioned,—forming a communication over 
a very nigged country between the Hellespont and the Adriatic. 


* See shew. 

* Acts iriL 9. It is vwy unlikely 
that this si ts n s, as has been imagined, 
that la wn sad Ms friends gave bail 
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Just wfeere the road strikes the mountains, at the head of a bay of 
level ground, the city of Bdessais situated, described as command¬ 
ing a glorious view of all the country, that stretches in an almost 
unbroken surface to Thessalonica and the sea. 1 This, however, was 
not the point to which St. Paul turned his steps. He travelled, by 
a less important road,* to the town of Bercea, which was farther to 
the south. The first part of the journey was undertaken at night, 
but day must have dawned on the travellers long before they reached 
their place of destination. If the journey was at all like what it is 
now,* it may be simply described as follows. After leaving the 
gardens which are in the immediate neighbourhood of Thessalonica, 
the travellers crossed a wide track of corn-fields, and came to the 
shifting bed of the ‘wide-flowing Axius.’ About this part of the 
journey, if no^ before, the day must have broken upon them. Be¬ 
tween ,£he Axius and the Haliacmon 4 there intervenes another wide 
extent of the same continuous plain. The banks of this second 
river are confined by artificial dykes to check its destructive in¬ 
undations. All the country round is'covered with a vast forest, 
with intervals of cultivated land, and villages concealed among the 
trees. The road extends for many miles through these woods, and 
at length reaches the base of the Western Mountains, where a 
short ascent leads up to the gate of Bercea. 

Bercea, like Edesaa, is cm the eastern slope of the Olympian range, 
and commands an extensive view of the plain which is watered by 
the Haliacmon and Axius. It has many natural advantages, and is 
now considered one of the most agreeable towns in Rumili. 1 Plane- 
trees spread a grateful shade over its gardens. Streams of water 
are in every street. Its ancient name is said to have been derived 
from the abundance of its waters ; and the name still survives in 
the modern Verria, or Kara-Verna.® It is situated on the left of 
the Haliacmon, about five miles from the point where that river 
breaks through an immense rocky ravine from the mountains to the 


1 Sw p. 245, n. t. For a description 
of Edema (Vodhcna) iw (ou*iwn-. 
It seem* to be cm a plateau at the nl« 
of the mountain*, with waterfall*, like 
Tivoli. 

* The Iti n e ra ri es give two road* 
from Thessalonica to Henra. one paus¬ 
ing through Pella, the other mom to 
the south. It is conceivable, trot not 
“kely, that Sit. Paul went by water from 
thersaioolca to the neighbourhood of 
I vdna. Colonel leake, after visiting 
this city, took a boat from Eleftherok- 
hori, and tailed aero** the gulf to Sa- 
•ooita. VoL iU. pp. 430-433. So Ur. 
Clark*. 

. * Tj* dflscrlpltoti Of the journey la 
literally taken fan Couainery, eh. iii 
*'• wa * traveOitw from ftaUmica with 
*.®* nlT ** to s atase called I'eriepc. on 
themomtata, fctfcs north-weet. The 
•Mkpkup the Axius to GrutUaea. 


But one of the riven, higher up was 
said to be flooded and improvable; 
helm- he went bv t'araveria (Bercea), 
which i» fourteen leagues from aalonica. 
laake travelled front Salonica to IVUa. 
crossing the A xius on his way. Chap, 
xxvii. 

' Tile liaiiacmon itself would not be 
crowed before arriving at Beuea fare 
below). But there are oilier large 
river* which flow into it, and which 
are often flooded. Some of the * perils 
of rivers* (p. 130) may very possibly 
have been in this district. See the pre¬ 
ceding nott* Compare Intake's remarks 
on the changing channels of these rivers, 
p» 437, 

* See Leake, p. 490, ftc. 

• I.cake owe lire former term: Cou- 
sindrv calls the town ‘Oaravflria,’ or 
• Verria the Black.* In the eleventh 
century we And it flatted 'Verm.* 
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plain. A few insignificant ruins of the Greek and Romaq, periods 
may yet be noticed. The foundations of an ancient bndge are 
passed on the ascent to the city-gate ; and parts of the Greek forti¬ 
fications may be seen above the rocky bed of a mountain stream. 
The traces of repairs in the walls, of Roman and Byzantine date, 1 
are links between the early fortunes of Bercea and its present con¬ 
dition. It still boasts of eighteen or twenty thousand inhabitants, 
and is placed in the second rank’of the cities of European Turkey. 2 

In the apostolic age Bercea was sufficiently populous to contain a 
colohy of Jews. 3 When St. Paul arrived, he went, according to his 
custom, immediately to the synagogue. The Jews here were of a 
‘ nobler ’ spirit than those of Thessalonica. Their minds were 
less narrowed by prejudice, and they were more willing to receive 
‘the truth in the love of it.’ There was a contrast between two 
neighbouring communities apparently open to the" same religious 
influences, like that between the 1 village of the Samaritans,’ which 
refused to receive Jesus Christ (Luke ix,), and that other ‘ city’ in 
the same country where ‘ rilany believed ’ because of the word of 
one who witnessed of Him, and ‘ many more because of His own 
word’ (John iv.). In a spirit very different from the ignoble 
violence of the Thessalonian Jews, the Beroeans not only listened to 
the Apostle’s arguments, but they examined the Scriptures them¬ 
selves, to see if those arguments were justified by prophecy. And, 
feeling the importance of the subject presented to them, they made 
this scrutiny of their holy books their 1 daily ’ occupation. This 
was the surest way to come to a strong conviction of the Gospel’s 
divine origin. Truth sought in this spirit cannot long remain 
undiscovered. The promise that ‘ they who seek shall find ’ was 
fulfilled at Beroea ; and the Apostle’s visit resulted in the conversion 
of ‘ many. ’ Nor was the blessing confined to the Hebrew com¬ 
munity. The same Lord who is ‘rich unto all that call upon Him,’ 1 
called many ‘not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles.’ 5 
Both men and women, 8 and those of the highest rank, among the 
Greeks,’ were added to the church founded by St. Paul in that 
provincial city of Macedonia, which was his temporary shelter from 
the storm of persecution. 

The length of St. Paul’s stay in the city is quite uncertain. From 
the fact that the Beroeans were occupied ‘ daily ’ in searching the 
Scriptures 8 for arguments to establish or confute the Apostle’s 
doctrine, we conclude that he remained there several days at least. 
From his own assertion in his first letter to the Thessalonians, 9 that, 
at the time when he had been recently taken away from them, he 
was very anxious, and used every effort to revisit them, we cannot 
doubt that he lingered as long as possible in the neighbourhood of 
Thessalonica. 10 This desire would account for a residence of some 
• 

1 It was a fortified city in the eleventh 6 Acts xvii. 12. 

century. ' 7 The word ‘ Greek ’ (ver. 12) must 

‘ Cousin&y reckons the inhabitants be considered as belonging to ‘ men ’ 
at 15,000 or 20,000. as well as ‘ women.’ 

3 Acts xvii. 10. 8 Acts xvii. 11. 

1 Rom. x. 12. 8 1 Thess. ii. 17. 

8 Acts ix. 24. 10 He says that he made more than 
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weeks; |md there are other passages 1 in the same Epistle which 
might induce us to suppose the time extended even to months. 
But when we find, on the other hand, that the cause which led him 
to leave Beroea was the hostility of the J ews of Thessalonica, and 
when we remember that the two cities were separated only by a 
distance of sixty miles,’—that the events which happened in th% 
synagogue of one city would Boon be made known in the synagogue 
of the other,—and that Jewish bigotry was never long in taking 
active measures to crush its opponents,—we are led to the con¬ 
clusion that the Apostle was forced to retreat from Beroea after no 
long interval of time. The Jews came like hunters upon their 
prey, as they had done before from Iconium to Lystra. 3 They 
could not arrest the progress of the Gospel; but they ‘ stirred up 
the people ’ there, as at Thessalonica before. 4 They made his 
friends feel that his continuance in the city was no longer safe. 
He was withdrawn from Beroea and sent to Athens, as in the be¬ 
ginning of his ministry (£cts ix. 30) he had been withdrawn from 
Jerusalem and sent to Tarsus. And on this occasion, as on that, 4 
the dearest wishes of his heart were thwarted. The providence of 
God permitted ‘ Satan ’ to hinder him from seeing his dear Thessa- 
lonian converts, whom ‘ once and again ’ he had desired to revisit. 4 
The divine counsels were accomplished by means of the antagonism 
of wicked men ; and the path of the Apostle was urged on, in the 
midst of trial and sorrow, in the direction pointed out in the vision 
at Jerusalem, 7 ‘far hence unto the Gentiles 

An immediate departure was urged upon the Apostle ; and the 
Church of Bercea suddenly 8 lost its teacher. But Silas and Timo- 
theus remained behind, 9 to build it up in its holy faith, to be a 
comfort and support in its trials and persecutions, and to give it 
such organisation as might be necessary. Meanwhile some of the 


one attempt to return ; and in this ex¬ 
pression he may be referring to what 
took place at Beroea, as probably as at 
Athens. 

1 Those which relate to the widely- 
extended rumour of the introduction 
of Christianity into Thessalonica. See 
below, on 1 Thess. The stay at Athens 
was short, and the Epistle was written 
soon after St. Paul’s arrival at Co¬ 
rinth; and, if a sufficient time had 
elapsed for a general knowledge to be 
spread abroad of what had happened 
at Thessalonica, we should be inclined 
to believe that the delay at Bercea was 
considerable. 

3 Wieseler gives a different turn to 
this consideration, and argues that, be¬ 
cause the distance between Beroea and 
Thessalonica was so great, therefore a 
long time must have elapsed before the 
news from the latter place could have 
summoned the Jews from the former. 
But we must take into account, not 
merely the distance between the two 


cities, but the peculiarly close commu¬ 
nication which subsisted among the 
Jewish synagogues. See, for instance, 
Acts xxvi. 11. 

3 See pp. 154,155. 

4 ‘ There also,’ Acts xvii. 13. Com¬ 
pare ver. 5. 

5 See the remarks on the vision at 
Jerusalem, p. 86. 

6 See the preceding page. 

7 Acts xvii. 17-21. 

8 See ver. 14. 

9 Acts xvii. 14. The last mention 
of Timothy was at Philippi, hut it is 
highly probable that he joined St. Paul 
at Thessalonica. See above, p. 260. 
Possibly he brought some of the con¬ 
tribution* from Philippi, p. 264. We 
shall consider hereafter the movements 
of Silas and Timothy at this point of 
St. Paul’s journey. See note, p. 302. 
Meantime, we may observe that Timo- 
theus was very probably sent to Thes¬ 
salonica (1 Thess. iii.) from Bercea, 
and not from Athene. 
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new converts accompanied St. Fat# on his flight; 1 thus <*dd!ng a 
now instance to those we have already seen of the love which 
grows up betweexyjhose who have taught and those who have learnt 
the way of the soul’s salvation. 3 

Without attempting to divine all the circumstances which may 
'have concurred in determining the direction of this flight, we can 
mention some obvious reasons why it was the most natural course. 
To have returned in the direction of Thessalonica was manifestly 
impossible. To have pushed over the mountains, by the "Via Egnatia, 
towards Illyricum and the western parts of Macedonia, would have 
taken the Apostle from those shoves of the Archipelago to which his 
energies were primarily to be devoted. Mere concealment and in¬ 
activity were not to be thought of. Thus the Christian fugitives 
turned their steps towards the sea, 3 and from some point on the 
coast where a vessel was found, they embarked for Athens. In the 
ancient tables two roads* are marked which cross the fialiacmon 
and intersect the plain from Beroea, one passing by Pydna, 3 and the 
other leaving it to the left,' and both coming to the coast at Dium 
near the base of Mount Olympus. The Pierian level (as this por¬ 
tion of the plain was called) extends about ten miles in breadth 
from the woody falls of the mountain to the sea-shore, forming 
a narrow passage from Macedonia into Greece. 6 Thus Dium was 
‘ the great bulwark of Macedonia on the south ; ’ and it was a 
Roman colony, like that other city which we have described on the 
eastern frontier. 7 No city is more likely than Dium to have been 
the last, as Philippi was ‘ the first,’ through which St. Paul passed 
in his journey through the province. 

Here then,—where Olympus, dark with woods, rises from the 
plain by the shore, to the broad summit, glittering with snow, which 
was the throne of the Homeric gods, 8 —at the natural termination 
of Macedonia,—and where the first scene of classical and poetic 


1 Acts xvii. X4, 15. 

* See above, on the jailor’s conver¬ 
sion, p. 238. Also p. 104. 

* The words (Acts xvii. 14), trans¬ 
lated 'as it were to the sea’ in the 
Authorised Version, do not imply that 
there was any stratagem, but simply 
denote the intention or the direction. 
It seems very likely that in the first 
instance they had no fixed plan of 
going to Athens, but merely to the 
sea. Their further course waif' deter¬ 
mined by providential circumstances; 
and, when ■ St. Paul was once arrived 
at Athens, he could send a message to 
Timothy and Silas to follow»him (ver. 
16). Tfiose are surely mistaken who 
luppoStt that: St. Paul travelled from 
Macedonia to Attica by land. 

* The distance fit the Antonine 
Itinerary is seventeen miles. A By- 
aantine writer says that Beroea is 160 
stadia from the sea. 


6 Mr. Tate (^Continuous History, $•<■■) 
suggests that St.Paul may have sailed 
from Pydna. But Pydna was not a 
seaport, and, for other reasons, Dium 
was more conveniently situated for the 
purpose. 

6 Leake describes the ruins of Dium, 
among which qye probably some re¬ 
mains of the temple of Jupiter Olym- 
pius, who was honoured here in pe¬ 
riodical games. Mount Olympus he 
describes as a conspicuous object for 
all the country round, as far as Sa¬ 
lonika and as "deriving from its steep¬ 
ness an increase of grandeur and appa¬ 
rent height. 

7 See above, on Philippi. 

8 The epithets given by Homer to 
this poetic mountain are as fully justi¬ 
fied by the accounts of modern tra¬ 
vellers, as the descriptions of the 
scenery alluded to at .the clone of the 
preceding chapter, p. 216, n. 10. . 



i \.f Voyage to Athens. 

Gredfti $»ns on our view,—we 4 ke our leave, for the present, of 
the Apostle of theGentiles. The shepherds from the heights* above 
the value of Tempte may have watched the sails afchia ship that day, 
as it moved like a, white speck over the outer TOfters of the Ther- 
maic Gulf; The sailoys, looking back from the deck, saw the great 
-Olympus rising fllose above them in snowy majesty.* The moi® 
distant mountains beyond Thessalonica are already growing faint * 
arid indistinct. As the vessel approaches the Thessalian archi¬ 
pelago,’ Mount Athos begins to detach itself from the isthmus that 
binds it to the main, and, with a few other heights of Northern 
Macedonia, appears like an island floating in the horizon. 4 



The Tullianura at Rome.* 


1 See Dr. Wordsworth’s Greece, p. 
197, and Mr. Urquhart’s Spirit of the 
East, \o 1. i. p. 426. 

* Compare p. 242, n. 5, and p. 243 n. 2. 
See also Purdy’s Sailing Directory, p. 
148: ‘ To the N.W. of the Thessalian 
Isles the extensive Gulf of Salonica 
extends thirty leagues to the north¬ 
westward, before it changes its direc¬ 
tion to the north-eastWard and forms 
the port. The country on the west, 
part of the ancient Thessaly, and now 
the province of Tricala, exhibits a 
magnificent range of mountains, which 
include PeUon, now Patras, Ossa, now 
Kissova, and Olympus, now Elymbo. 
The summit of the latter is six 
thousand feet above the level of the sea. 


3 'i he group of islands off the north 
end of Euboea, consisting of Sciathos, 
Scopeios, Peparethos, &c. For an ac¬ 
count of them, see Purdy, pp. 146- 
148. 

* Cousindry somewhere gives this 
description of the appearance of 
heights near Saloniki, as seen from 
the Thessalian islands. For an in¬ 
stance of a very unfavourable voyage 
in these seas, in the month of De- 
c< mber, thirteen days being spent at 
sea between Salonica and Zeitun, the 
reader may consult Holland’s Travels. 
chap, xvi. 

4 From Rich’s Dictionary of Greek 
and Human Antiquities. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Antral on the Coast of Attica.—Scenery round Athens.—The Pirteus and the 
‘Long. Walls.’—The Agora.—The ^.cropolia.—The ‘ Painted -Porch’ and 
the ^Garden.’—The Apostle alone in Athens.—Greek Religion.—The 
unknown God.—Greek Philosophy.—TheJptpics and Epicureans.-—Later 
Period of the Schools.—St. Paul in the Agora.—The Areopagus.—Speech 
of St. Paul.—Departure from Athens. 


In the life of Apollonius of Tyana, 1 there occurs a passage , to the 
following effect :— 1 Having come to anchor in the Piraeus, he went 
up from the Harbour to the City. Advancing onward, he met 
several of the Philosophers. In his first conversation, finding the 
Athenians much devoted to Religion, he discoursed on sacred sub¬ 
jects. This was at Athens, where also altars of Unknown Divinities 
are jsetiuat’ To draw a parallel between a holy Apostle and an 
itinerant Magician would be unmeaning and profane : but this 
^extract fro^the biography of Appollonius would be a suitable and 
' comprehensive motto to that passage in St. Paul’s biography on 
which we art "now entering. The sailing into the Piraeus,—the 
#entrance into the city of Athens,—the interviews with philosophers, 
—the devotion of the Athenians to religious ceremonies,—the dis- 
course concerning the worship of the Deity,—the ignorance implied 
ny*the altars to unknown Gods , 2 —these are exactly the subjects 
which are now before us. If a summary of the contents of the 
seventeenth chapter of the Acts had been required, it could not 


1 He has been alluded to before, 
p. 100, n. 2. ‘ His life by Philostratus 
is a mass of incongruities and fables;’ 
but it is an important book as reflect¬ 
ing the opinions of the age in which 
it was written. Apollonius himself 
produced a great excitement in the 
Apostolic age. See Neander’s General 
Church History (Eng. Trans.), pp. 40- 
48, and pp. 286-238. It was the 
fashion among the Antichristian writers 
of the third century to adduce him as a 
rival of our Blessed Lord; and the same 
profane comparison has been renewed 
by some of our English (jeethinkers. 
Without alluding to this any further, 
we may safely find some interest in 
putting his life by the side of that of 
St. Paul. They lived at the same 
time, and travelled through the sanie 
countries; and the life of the magician 
illustrates that peculiar state of phi¬ 


losophy and superstition which the 
Gospel preached by St. Paul had to 
encounter. Apollonius was partly edu¬ 
cated at Tarsus; he travelled from 
city to city in Asia Minor; from 
Greece he went to Rome, in the reign 
of Nero, about the time when the 
magicians had tately been expelled; be 
visited Athens and Alexandria, where 
he had a singular meeting with Ves¬ 
pasian: on a second visit to Italy he 
vanished miraculously from Puteoli: 
the last scene of his life was Ephesus, 
or, possibly, Crete or Rhodes. See 
the Life in Smith’s Dictionary of Bio¬ 
graphy. It is thought by many that 
St. Paul and Apollonius actually met 
in Ephesus and Rome. Burton’s Lec¬ 
tures on Ecclesiastical History, pp. 
157, 240. 

1 This subject is frilly entered into 
below. 
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havej>e&rfemre conveniently expressed. The city visited by Apol¬ 
lonius was the Athens which was visited by St. Paul: the topics of 
discussion—the character of the people addresaid—the aspect oj| 
everything around.—were identically the same. The difference' 
,was this, that the Apostle could give to his hearers what the philo- # 
gopher could not; give. The God whom Paul ‘ declared/ was 
vpgghipped by Apollonius himself,as ‘ ignorantly ’ as by the Aihe- ' 

We left St. Paul on that voyage which his friends induced him to 
undertake on the flight from Beroea. The vessel was last Seen 
among the Thessalian islands. 1 * About that point the highest land 
in Northern Macedonia b%an to be lost to view. Gradually the 
nearer heights of the snowy Olympus * itself receded into the dis¬ 
tance as the vessel on her progress approached more and more near 
to the centre of all the interest of classical Greece. All the land and 
water in sight becomes more eloquent as we advance ; the lights 
and shadows, both of poetty and histopy, are on every side ; every 
rock is a monument; every current is animated with some memory 
of the past. For a distance of ninety miles, from the confines of 
to the middle part of the coast of Attica, the shore is 


protected, as it were, by the long island of Euboea. Deep in* the 
jmnermost gulf, where the waters of the iEgean retrea# far'within 
the land, over against the northern parts of this island, is the pass 
of Thermopylae, where a handful of Greek warriors UKd defied all., 
the Mbsts of Asia. In the crescent-like bay on the shore of Attica, near * 
the s outhem extremity of the same island, is the maritime sanc¬ 
tuary of Marathon, where the battle was fought which decided that* 
Greece was never to be a Persian Satrapy. 3 When the island of 
Euboea is left behind, we soon reach the southern extremity of 
Attica—Cape Colonna,—Sunium’s high promontory, still crowded 
with the white columns of that temple of Minerva, which was the 
landmark to Greek sailors, and which asserted the presence of 
Athens at the very vestibule of her country. 4 

After passing this headland, our course turns to the westward 
across the waters of the Saronic Gulf, with the mountains of the 
Morea on our left, and the islands of JEgina and Salamis in front. 
To one who travels in classical lands no moment is more full of 
interest and excitement than when he has left the Cape of Sunium 
behind and eagerly looks for the first glimpse of that city ‘ built 
nobly on the -33gean shore/ which was ‘ the eye of Greece, mother 
of arts and eloquence.’ 5 To the traveller in classical times its 
position was often revealed by the flashing of the light on the armour 
of Minerva’s colossal •statue, which stood with shield and spear on 
the summit of the citadel. 8 At the very first sight of Athens, and 
even from the deck of the vessel, we obtain a vivid notion of the 

1 Above, p. 266. * Attica, chap, xxvii. A description of 

* See the preceding chapter, p. 264, the promontory and ruins, will be 

also 242. , found in Mure’s Journal of a Tour 

* See Quarterly Review for Sept, in Greece. See Falconer’s Shipwreck, 
1846, _ and the first number of the iil. 626. 

daeeical Muteum. 8 Paradiee Regained, iv. 240. 

4 See Wordsworth’s Athene and 8 This is stated by Pausanias. 
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characteristics of its position. And the place where it staftdsiB so 
rdfhajpkable—its ancient inhabitants were so proud of. its climate and 
its scenery—that we may pause on our approacn to say a few 
Words on Attica and Athens, and their relation, to the rest of 
Ojreece. 

Attica is a triangular tract of country, the southern and eastern 
sides'of whioK meet in the point of Sunium; its third side is defined 
by the high mountain ranges of Cithseron and Pames, wfcich separate 
it by a strong barrier from Boeotia and Northern Greece. Hills, of 
inferior elevation connect these ranges with the mountainous sur¬ 
face of the south-east, which begins from Sunium itself, and rises 
on the south coast to the round summits of Hymettus, and the 
higher peSk of Pentelieus near Marathon on the east. The rest of 
Attica is a plain, one reach of which comes down to the sea on the 
south, at the very base of Hymettus. Here, about five miles from 
the shore, an abrupt rock rises from the level, like the rock of 
Stirling Castle, bordered on .the south by some lower eminences, 
and commanded by a high craggy peak on the north. This rock'is 
the Acropolis of Athens. These lower eminences are the Areopagus, 
the Pnyx, and the Museum, which determined the rising and 
falling of the ground in the ancient city. That craggy peak is tne 
hill of Byeabettus, 1 from the summit of which the spectator sees all., 
Athens at his feet, and looks freely over the intermediate plain to 
the Pirteus and the sea. , 

Athens and the Piraeus must never be considered separately. 
One was the city, the other was its harbour. Onde they were con¬ 
nected together by a continuous fortification. Those who looked 
down from Lycabettus in the time of Pericles, could follow with 
the eye all the long line of wall from the temples on the Acropolis 
to the shipping in the port. Thus we are brought back to the point 
from which we digressed. We were approaching the Piraeus ; and, 
since we must land in maritime Athens before we can enter Athens 
itself, let us return once more to the vessel’s deck, and look round 
on the land and the water. The island on our left, with steep cliffs 
at the water’s edge, is .dSgina. The distant heights beyond it are 
the mountains of the Morea. Before us is another island, the 
illustrious Salamis ; though in the view it is hardly disentangled 
from the coast of Attica, for the strait where the battle was fought 
is narrow and winding. The high ranges behipd stretch beyond 
Eleusis and Megara, to the left towards Corinth, and to the right 
along the frontier of Boeotia. This last ridge is the mountain line 
<jM?ames, of which we have spoken above. Clouds 2 are often seen 
to rest on it at all seasons of the year, andfin winter it is usually 
white with snow. The dark heavy mountaimrisiiijf close to u^on the 
right immediately from the sea, is Hymettus. Between Pames and 
* ► 

1 The relation of Lycabettus to the between tne city of the Saronic gulf 
crowded buildings below, and to the and the city of the Forth has become 
surrounding landscape, is so like that justly proverbial. * 
of Arthur's Seat to Edinburgh and its 2 See the passage from the Clouds 
neighbourhood, and there is so much of Aristophanes quoted by Dr. Words- 
resemblance betweemEdinburgh Castle worth. Athens and Attica, p. 68. 
and the Acropolis, that a comparison 
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Symettup is the plain ; and Vising from the plain is the Acropolis: 
listinctly visible,-with Lycabettus behind, and seeming in tfie^eo 
atmosphere to l|g. nearer than it is. 

The outward aspect of this scene is now what it ever was.' ' The.- 
lights and shadows.on the rocks of -Egina and Salamis, the gleams' 
on the distant mountains, the clouds or the snow on Pames; the* 
gloom in the deep dells of Hymettus, the temple-cfbwned rdck 
and the plaijgbeneath it,—are natural features, which only vary 
with the alterations of morning and evening, and summer and 
winter. 1 Some changes indeed have taken place: but they‘are 
connected with the history of man. The vegetation is less abun¬ 
dant,* the population is more scanty. In Greek and Roman times, 
bright villages enlivened the promontories of Sunium ancFASgina, 
and all the inner reaches, of the bay. Some readers will indeed 
remember a dre&ry picture which Sulpicius gave his friend Atticus 
of the desolation of these- coasts when Greece had ceased to be 
free ; 3 but,we must make spme allowances for the exaggerations of a 
poetical regret, and must recollect that*the writer had been accus¬ 
tomed to the gay and busy life of the Campanian shore. After the 
renovation of Corinth, 4 and in the reign of Claudius, there is no 
do^jbt that all the signs of a far more numerous population than at 
present were evident around the Saronic Gulf, and that more-white 
sails were to be seen in fine weather plying across its Waters to the 
harbours of Cenehrese 5 or Piraeus. 

K. Now there is indeed a certain desolation over this beautiful bay: 

I Corinln is fallen^and Cenchrece is an insignificant village. The 
Piroe.ua is probably more like what it was than any other spot upon 
the coast. It remains what by nature it has ever been,—a safe basin 
of deep water, concealed by the surrounding rock; and now, as in 
St. Paul’s time, the proximity of Athens causes it to be the resort 
of various shipping. We know that we are approaching it at the 
prdfcent day, if we see, rising above the rocks, the tall masts of 
an English line-of-battle ship, side by side with the light spars of 
a Russian corvette 8 or the black funnel of a French steamer. The 
details were different when the Mediterranean was a Roman lake. 
The heavy top-gear 7 of corn-ships from Alexandria or the Euxine 
might then be a conspicuous mark among the small coasting vessels 
and fishing boats ; and one bright spectacle was then pre-eminent, 
which the lapse of centuries has made cold and dim, the perfect 
buildings on the sumtnit of the’Acropolis, with the shield and. spear 
of Minerva Promachus glittering in the sun. 8 But those who have 
coasted along beneath Hymettus,—and past the indentations in-. 
the shore, 9 which were sufficient harbours for Athens in the days 
of her early navigation,—and round by the ancient tomb, which 

1 This is written under the recollec- 4 Corinth was in ruins in Cicero’s 
, t' on of the aspect of the coast pn a time. For ttfe results of its restoration, 
cloudy morning in winter. - IdKis per- see the next chapter, 
haps more, usually seen under the glare 4 See Acts xviii. 18. Bom. xvi. 1. 

« 8k y- - 6 This w »s written in 1850. 

. Athens was not always as bare as 7 See Smith’s Shipwreck , 8fC, 

it is now. Plato complains that in his 8 See above, p. 267. 

aa i’ if? 6 wood was diminishing. 9 The harbours of Phalerum cud. 

Cus. Ep. Fean. iv. 6. Hunychia. 
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tuition has assigned to Themistocles, r into the better and q^ferhar- 
Sp%jbf the Piraeus.—require no great effort of the imagination to 
picture the Apostle’s arrival. For a moment, as -we near the en¬ 
trance, the land rises and conceals all the plain. Idlers come down 
upon, the rocks to watch the coming vessel. The sailors are all 
"ton the alert. Suddenly an opening is revealed ; and a sharp turn 
of the helm brings the ship in between two moles,* on which towers 
are erected. We are in smooth water ; and anchor impost in seven 
fathoms in the basin of the Piraeus.’ ^ 

The Piraeus, with its suburbs (for so, though it is not strictly ac¬ 
curate, we may designate the maritime city), was given to Athens 
as a natural advantage, to which much of her greatness must be 
traced. It consists of a projecting portion of rocky ground, which 
is elevated above the neighbouring shore, and probably was origi¬ 
nally entirely insulated in the sea. The two rivers of Athens— 
the Cephisus and Ilissus—seem to have formed, in the course 
of ages, the low marshy ground which jiow connects Athens with 
its port. The port itself possesses all the advantages of shelter 
and good anchorage, deep water, and sufficient space.* Themis¬ 
tocles, seeing that the pre-eminence of his country could only be 
maintained by her maritime power, fortified the Piraeus as the out¬ 
post of Athens, and enclosed the basin of the harbour as a dock 
within the walls. In the long period through which Athens had 
been losing its political power, these defences had been neglected, 
and suffered to fall into decay, or had been used as materials for 
other buildings : but there was still a fortress on the highest point ; s 
the harbour was still a place of some resort; 6 and a considerable 
number of seafaring people dwelt in the streets about the Sea¬ 
shore. When the republic of Athens was flourishing, the sailors 
were a turbulent and worthless part of its population. And the 
Piraeus under the Romans was not without some remains of the same 
disorderly class, as it doubtless retained maiiy of the outward 

1 For the sepulchre by the edge of the place is very narrow, great care is 
the water, popularly called the ‘ tomb required. . . . During the summer 

of Themistocles,’ see Leake’s Athens, months the sea-breezes blow, nearly 
pp. 879, 880, and the notes. all day, directly into the harbour. . .*. 

* Some parts of the ancient moles The middle channel of the harbour, 

are remaining. Leake, p. 272. See with a depth of 9 or 10 fathoms, is 
what is said of the colossal lions (now 110 feet in breadth ; the starboard 
removed to Venice) which gave the channel, with 6 fathoms, 40 feet; the 
harbour its modem name, p. 271. larboard, with 1 f&thoms, only 28 feet.’ 

* ‘ The entrance of the Piraeus (Port —Purdy’s Sailing Directions, p. 83* 

Leoni) is known by a small obelisk, * See the-preceding note. 

' bdilt on a low point by the company 5 The height of Munychia. 

of H.M. ship “ Cambria,” in 1820, op 8 Strabo* speaks of the population 

the starboard hand going in. . . .The living in ‘villages about the port.’ 

entrance lies E. by S. and W. by N., One of them was probably near the 
and has in it nine and ten fathoms, theatre of Munychia, on the low ground 
There ate three moleheads, two of. on "the *east of the main harbour, 
which you have on the starboard Leake, p. 896. Even in the time of 
hand, and one on the larboard. When Alexander the Piraeus had.,, so much 
past these mole-heads, shorten all sail, declined that a comife writer compared 
luff up, and anchor in seven fathoms, it to a great empty walnut. Leake, 
The ground is dear and good. There p. 402. 
is room enough for three frigates. As. 
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feature#of its earlier appearance :—the Jandirtg-placea and Oovi&red 
porticoes 1 ; the warehouses where the com from the Black SeAueed' 
fo be laid up jjhe stores of fish brought in daily from the Saronic 
Gulf and the ^Egean ; the gardens in the-watery ground at the edge 
of the plain ; the theatres * into which the sailors used to fh^ckte 
hear the comedies of Menander ; and the temples 3 where they 7 were. > 
spectators ctf a warship which had no beneficial effect on their cha¬ 
racters. f 

Had St. Paul dome to this spot four hundred years before, he 
would have been in Athens from Jhe moment of his landing at the 
Piraeus. At that time the two cities were united together by the 
double line of fortification, which is famous under the name of the 
'Long Walls.’ The space included between these two arms 4 of 
stone might be considered (as, indeed, it was sometimes called) 
a third city ; for the street of five miles in length thus formed 
across the plain, was crowded with people, whose habitations were 
shut cut from all view of the country by the vast wall on either side. 
Some of t.he most pathetic passages of Athenian history are asso¬ 
ciated with this ‘ longomural ’ enclosure : as when, in the beginning 
of the Peloponnesian war, the plague broke out in the autumn 
weather among the miserable inhabitants, who were crowded here 
to suffocation; s or, at the end of the same war, when the news 
came of the defeat on the Asiatic shore, and one long wail went up 
from the Piraeus, ‘ and no one slept in Athens that night.’ « The 
result of that victory was, that these long walls were rendered 
useless by being partially destroyed ; and though another Athenian 
admiral and statesman 7 restored what Pericles had first com¬ 
pleted, this intermediate fortification remained effective only for 
a time. In the incessant changes which fell on Athens in the 
Macedonian period, they were injured and became unimportant 8 
In the Homan siege under Sulla, the stones were used as materials 
for other military works. So that when Augustus was on the throne, 
and Athens had reached its ultimate position'as a free city, of the 
province of Achaia, Strabo, in his description of the place, speaks 
of the Long Walls as matters of past history; and Pausamas, a 
century later, says simply that 1 you see the ruins of the walls as 
you go up from the Piraeus.’ Thus we can easily imagine the 
aspect of these defences in the time of St. Paul, which is inter- 
- mediate to these t*vo writers. On each side of the road were the 
broken fragments of the rectangular masonry put together in the 
proudoat days of Athens ; more conspicuous than they are at pre¬ 
sent (for now * only the foundations can be traced here and there 

1 We read especially of the ‘ long are called by Propertius (iii. 20, 24). 
portico,’- which was also used as a But the name by which they were 
market. usually known at Athens, was ‘the 

* In one of the theatres near the Long legs’ 

harbour we have the mention of a 6 Thucyd. ii. 17. 
great nutating during the Peloponne- 6 Xen. Hell. ii. 2, 8. 
nan war? Leakk p. 894. 7 Conon. 

- * See PauSanias. It is here that 8 Livy speaks of their ruins bdrg 
Pausanias mentions the altars to the objects of admiration in the time of 
“"Jnowa go'A. JEm. Paolus. 

* Pheaew brachia longa vise,’ as they » See Leake, Wordsworth, and other 
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across the plain), but stjlj very different from -what they were 
when two walls of sixty- *feet high, with a long succession of 
towers,* stood to bid defiance to every invader of Attica. - 

Thd consideration of the Long Walls leads us to that of the city 
Walls themselves. Here many questions might be raised concerning 
the extent of the enclosure,* and the positions of the gates,® when 
Athens was under the Roman dominion. But all such inquiries 
must be entirely dismissed. We will assume that St. Paul entered 
the qjty by the gate which led from the Pireeus, that this gate was 
identical with that by which Pausanias entered, and that its position 
was in the hollow between the outer slopes of the Pnyx and Mu¬ 
seum. 4 It is no ordinary advantage that we possess a description 
of Athens under the Romans, by the traveller and antiquarian whose 
name has just been mentioned. The work of Pausanias 1 will be our 
best guide to the discovery of what St. Paul saw. By following his 
route through the city, we shall be treading in the steps of the 
Apostle himself, and shall .behold those" very objects which ex¬ 
cited his indignation and compassion. 

Taking, then, the position of the Peiraic gate as determined, or 
at least resigning the task of topographical inquiries, we enter the 
city, and with Pausanias as our guide, look round on the objects 
which were seen by the Apostle. At the very gateway we are met 
with proofs of the peculiar tendency of the Athenians to multiply 
their objects both of art and devotion. 0 Close by the building where 
the vestments were laid up which were used in the annual pro¬ 
cession of their tutelary divinity Minerva, is an image of her rival 
Neptune, seated on horseback, and hurling his trident. 7 We 
pass by a temple of Ceres, on the walls of which an archaic inscrip- 
modem travellers. It seems from what Forchammer. 

Spon and Wheler say, that in 1676, the 4 Pausanias does not mention the 
remains were larger and more cou- Peiraic gate by that name. See Leake, 
tinuons than at present. Wordsworth, and Forchammer. The 

1 ‘ There is no direct evidence of first of these authorities places it where 
the height of the Long Walls ; but, as the modern road front the Piraeus enters 
Appian informs us that the walls of Athens, beyond all the high ground to 
the Peiraic city were forty cubits high, the north of the Pnyx ; the second 
we may presume those of the Long places it in the hollow between the 
Walls were not less. Towers were Pnyx and the Museum; the third in 
absolutely necessary to such a work; the same direction, but more remote 
and the inscription relating to the from the Acropolis, in conformity with 
Long Walls leaves no question as to his view concerning the larger clrcum- 
their having existed.’—Leake. ference of the walls. 

* Our plan of Athens is taken from 5 Pausanias visited Athens about 
that of Kiepert, which is based on fifty years after St. Paul. It is pro- 
Forchammers arguments. It differs bable that very few changes had taken 
materially from that of Leake, espe- place in the city, with the exception of 
daily in giving a larger area to the the new buildings erected by Hadrian, 
oity on the east and soutt^ and thus 6 Acts xvii. 23. 
bringing the Acropolis into the centre. 7 We have used the terms * Minerva, 
Forchammer thinks that the traces of Neptune,’ Ac., instead of the more ac- 
ancient walls which are found on the curate terms * Athene, Poseidon,’ Ac., 
Pnyx, Ac., do not belong to the forti- in accommodation to popular language, 
fication of Themigtocles, but to some So before (Chap. VI.), in the ease of 
later defences erected by Valerian. Jupiter and Mercury. See note p. 160 
3 For various discussions on the n. 3. 
gates, see Leake, Wordsworth, and 
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tion iirform* us that the statues it contains Wdfe the work of 
Praxiteles. We go through the gateiaad immediately the eye is 
attracted, by the sculptured forms of Minerva, Jupiter, and Apollo, 
of Mercuty and the Muses standing near a sanctuary of Bacchus. 
We are alfeady in the midst of an animated scene, where temples, 
statues, and altars are on every side, and where the Athenians, fond* 
of publicity and the open air, £ond of hearing and telling what 
is curious and strange, 1 * are enjoying their climate, and inquiring 
for news. A long street is before us, with a colonnade or cloister 
on either hand, like the covered arcades of Bologna or Turin.* At 
the end of the street, by turning to the left, we might go through 
the whole Ceramicus, 3 which leads by the tombs of eminent Athe¬ 
nians to the open inland country and the groves of the Academy. 
But we-turn to the right into the Agora, which was the centre of 
a glorious public life, when the orators and statesman, the poets 
and the artists of Greece, found there all the incentives of their 
noblest enthusiasm ; and Still continued to be the meeting-place of 
philosophy, of idleness, of conversation, and of business, when 
Athens could only be proud of her recollections of the past. On 
the south side is the Pnyx, 4 a sloping hill partially levelled into 
an open area for political assemblies ; on the north side is the 
more craggy eminence of the Areopagus ; 5 before us, towards the 
east, is the Acropolis,'* towering high above the scene of which 
it is the glory and the crown. In the valley enclosed by these 
heights is the Agora, 7 which must not be conceived of as a great 
* market ’ (Acts xvii. 17), like the bare spaces in many modern towns, 
where little attention has been paid to artistic decoration,—but is 
rather to be compared to the beautiful squares of such Italian cities 
as Verona and Florence, where historical buildings have closed in 
the space within narrow limits, and sculpture has peopled it with 
impressive figures. Among the buildings of greatest interest are 
the porticoes or cloisters, which were decorated with paintings and 
statuary, like the Campo Santo at Pisa. We think we may be 
excused for multiplying these comparisons : for though they are 
avowedly imperfect, they are really more useful than any attempt 
at description could be, in enabling us to realise the aspect of ancient 

1 Acts xvii. 21. tioned by Pausanias. This may be 

* Forchatnmer makes this compari- because there were no longer any such 
son. It is probables however, that assemblies, and therefore Sis attention 
these covered walks were not formed was not called to it; or^perhaps, it is 
with arches, but with pillars bearing omitted because it was simply a level 
horizontal entablatures. The position space, without any work of art to at- 
we have assigned to this street is in tract the notice of an antiquarian, 
accordance with the plan of Forcham- 3 See this more fully described be- 
mer, who places the wall and gate more low. 
remotely from the Agora than our 6 See above, p. 268. 

English topographers. 7 We adopt the view of Forcham mer, 

3 This term, in its full extent, in- which is now generally received, that 

eluded not only the road between the the position of the Agora t was always 
city wall and the Academy, but the the same. The hypothesis of a new 
Agora itself. See plan of Athens. Agora to the north of the Areopagus, 

4 It is remarkable that the Pynx, was first advanced by Meursius and 

the famous meeting-place of the poli- has been adopted by Leake. 

tidal assemblies of Athens,' is not men- 
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Athens. Two of the moat important of these were the Poertico of 
the King, and the Portiocf of the Jupiter of Freedom. 1 On the 
roof of the former were statues of Theseus and the Day: in front 
of the latter was the divinity to whom it was dedicated; within 
were allegorical paintings illustrating the rise of the Athenian de¬ 
mocracy. One characteristic of the Agora was, that it was full of 
memorials of actual history. Among the plane-trees planted by 
the hand of Cimon, were the statues of the great men of Athens 
—8u$h as Solon the lawgiver, Conon the admiral, Demosthenes 
the orator. But among her historical men were her deified heroes, 
the representatives of her mythol&gy—Hercules and Theseus—and 
all the series of the Eponymi on their elevated platform, from 
whom the tribes were named, and whom an ancient custom connected 
with the passing of every successive law. And ampng the deified 
heroes were memorials of the older divinities,—Mercuries, which 
gave their name to the street in which they were placed,—statues 
dedicated to Apollo, as pajron of the*city, 2 and her deliverer 
from plague, 3 —and, in the centre of all, the Altar of the Twelve 
Gods, which was to Athens what the Golden Milestone was to 
Rome. If we look up to the Areopagus, we see the temple 4 of 
that deity from whom the enqinen.ce had received the name of 
‘ Mars’ Hill ’ (Acts xvii. 22) ; and we are aware that the sanctuary 
of the Furies 5 is only hidden by the projecting ridge beyond the 
stone steps and the seats of the judges. If we look forward to the 
Acropolis, we behold there, closing the long perspective, a series 
of little sanctuaries on the very ledges of the rock,—shrines of 
Bacchus and rEsculapius, Venus, Earth, and Ceres, ending with 
the lovely form of that Temple of Un winged Victory 8 which glit¬ 
tered by the entrance of the Propylcea above the Btatues of Harmo- 
dius and Aristogeiton. 7 Thus, every god in Olympus found a 
place in the Agora. But the religiousness of the Athenians (Acts 
xvii. 22) went even further. For every public place and building 
was likewise a sanctuary. The Record-House 'was a temple of the 
Mother of the Gods. The Council-House held statues of Apollo and 
Jupiter, with an altar of Vesta. 8 The Theatre at the base of the 


1 In the elan, these two porticoes are 
placed side by side, after Kiepert. 

* Apollo Patrous. His temple was 
called Pythium. In this building the 
naval - car, used in the Panathenaic 
procession, was laid up after its festal 
voyages, to be exhibited to travellers i 
* as the Ducal barge of Venice, the 
Bucentoro, in which the Doge solem¬ 
nised the annual marriage with the 
sea, is.npwpreserved for the same pur- 
po»» A the Venetian arsenal.' Words- 
wdjtlij p. If®. 

* Apollo Alexicacue, who was be¬ 
lieved to have made the plague to cease 

the. Peloponnesian war. 

* The sanctuary was in a deep cleft 
In file front of the Areopagus, facing 
the Acropolis. See below. 


8 The history of this temple is very 
curious. In 1676 it was found entire 
by Spon and Wheler. Subsequent tra¬ 
vellers found t]jat it had disappeared. 
In 1885 the various portions were dis¬ 
covered in an excavation, with the ex¬ 
ception of two, which are in the British 
Museum. It is now entirely restored. 
The original structure belongs to the 
period of the close of the Persian wars. 

1 For their position, see Pausanias 
These statues were removed by Xerxes 
and Alexander, when at Babylon, gavi 
an order for their restoration.' Image 
of Bratus and Cassias were at on< 
time erected near them, but probabi; 
they were removed by Augustus. 

8 For these two buildings, the, Me 
troHm and Bouleuterium, sbe the plan. 
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AcropoMs, into which the Athenians crowded to hear the words ol 
their great tragedians, was consecrated" to Bacchus. 1 The Pnyx, 
near which we entered, on whose elevated platform they listened in 
breathless attention to their orators, was dedicated to Jupiter on 
High,* with, whose name those of the Nymphs of the Demua werg 
gracefully associated. And, as if the imagination of the Attic ^ 
mind knew no bounds in this direction, abstractions were deified 
and publicly honoured. Altars were erected to Fame, to Modesty, 
to Energy, to Persuasion, and to Pity. 3 This last altar is men¬ 
tioned by Pausanias among those objects in the Agora which are 
not understood by all men: for,’ he adds, 4 the Athenians alone of 
all the Greeks give divine honour to Pity.’ 4 It is needless to show 
how the enumeration which we have made (and which is no more 
than a selection from what is described by Pausanias) throws light 
on the words of St. Luke and St. Paul, and especially how the 
groping after the abstract and invisible, implied in the altars alluded 
to last, illustrates the inscription ‘ To the Unknown Ood,’ which was 
used by Apostolic wisdom (Acts xvi£ 23) to point the way to the 
highest truth. 

What is true of the Agora is still more emphatically true of the 
Acropolis, for the spirit which rested over Athens was concentrated 
here. The feeling of the Athenians with regard to the Acropolis 
was well, though fancifully, expressed by the rhetorician who said 
that it was the middle space of five concentric circles of a shield, 
whereof the outer four were Athens, Attica, Greece, and the world. 
The platform of the Acropolis was a museum of art, of history, and 
of religion. The whole was ‘ one vast composition of architecture 
and sculpture, dedicated to the national glory and to the worship 
of the gods.’ By one approach only—through the Propyleea built 
by Pericles—could this sanctuary be entered. If St. Paul went up 
that steep ascent on the western front of the rock, past the Temple 
of Victory, and through that magnificent portal, we know nearly all 
the features of the idolatrous spectacle he saw before him. At 
the entrance, in conformity with his attributes, was the Statue of 
Mercurius Propylseus. Further on, within the vestibule of the 
beautiful enclosure, were statues of Venus and the Graces. The 
recovery of one of those who had laboured among the edifices of the 
Acropolis was commemorated by a dedication to Minerva as the 
goddess of Health. There was a shrine of Diana, whose image had 
been wrought by Praxiteles. Intermixed with what had reference 
to divinities, were the memorials of eminent men and of great 


- Its position may be seen on the 
plan, on che south side of the Acro¬ 
polis. 

3 This is attributed to the elevated 
position of the Pnyx as seen from the 
Agora. Wordsworth’s Athens and 
Attica, p. 72. 

* It' is doubtful in what part of 
Athens the Altars of Fame, Modesty, 
and Energy:were placed. Machines 
aHudes to the altar of Fame. The 
attar of Persuasion was on the ascent 
of the Acropolis. There were many 


other memorials of the same kind in 
Athens. Cicero speaks of a temple or 
altar to Contumely. In the temple of 
Minerva Polias, in the Acropolis, 
Plutarch mentions an altar of ‘ Obli¬ 
vion. 

4 He- adds, that this altar was not 
to much due to their human sympathy 
as to their peculiar piety towards the 
gods ; and he confirms this opinion by 
proceeding to mention the altars of 
Fame, Modesty, and Energy. 
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victories. The statue of Pericles, to whom the glory of the Acro¬ 
polis was due, remained there for centuries. Among the sculptures 
on the south wall was one which recorded a victory we have alluded 
to,—that of Attalus over the Galatians. 1 * Nor was the Roman power 

S 'thout its representatives on this proud pedestal of Athenian glory. 

rfore the entrance were statues of Agrippa and Augustus ;* and 
at the eastern extremity of the esplanade a temple was erected in 
honour of Rome and the Emperor. 3 But the main characteristics 
of the place were mythological and religious, and truly Athenian. 
On the wide levelled area were such groups as the following :— 
Theseus contending with the Mfnotaur : Hercules strangling the 
serpents ; the Earth imploring showers from Jupiter ; Minerva 
causing the olive to sprout while Neptune raises the waves. The 
mention of this last group raises our thoughts to the Parthenon ,— 
the Virgin’s House,—the glorious temple which rose in the proudest 
period of Athenian history to the honour of Minerva, and which 
ages of war and decay have qnly partially defaced. The sculptures 
on one of its pediments represented the birth of the goddess : those 
on the other depicted her contest with Neptune. 4 * Under the outer 
cornice were groups exhibiting the victories achieved by her cham¬ 
pions. Round the inner frieze was the long series of the Panathe- 
naic procession. 6 * Within was the colossal statue of ivory and gold, 
the work of Phidias, unrivalled in the world, save only by the 
Jupiter Olympius of the same famous artist. This was not the only 
statue of the V irgin Goddess within the sacred precincts ; the Acro¬ 
polis boasted of three Minervas. 8 The oldest and most venerated 
was in the small irregular temple called the Erectheium, which con¬ 
tained the mystic olive-tree of Minerva and the mark of Neptune’s 
trident. This, statue, like that of Diana at Ephesus (Acts xix. 35), 
was believed to have fallen from heaven.’ The third, though less 
sacred than the Minerva Polias, was the most conspicuous of all. 8 
Formed from the brazen spoils of the battle of Marathon, it rose in 
gigantic proportions above all the buildings of the Acropolis, and 


1 See p. 185. Several of the statues 

seen by Pausanias In Athens were 
those of the Greek kings who reigned 
over the fragments of Alexander’s 
empire. 

3 One pedestal is still standing in 

this position, with the name of Agrippa 
inscribed on it. There is some reason 
to believe that some earlier Greek 

statues had been converted in this 
instance, as in so many others, into 
monuments of Augustus and Agrippa. 
Cicero, in one of his letters from 
Athens, speaks indignantly of this 
custom. 

3 Some fragments remain, and among 
them the inscription which records the 
dedication. Augustus did not allow 

S e provinces to dedicate any temple to 

m except in conjunction with Rome. 
There was a temple of this kind at 
Usesarsea. See p. 90 


4 For descriptive papers on these 
pediments, see the Classical Museum, 
Nos. VI., XVIII., and XXII. With 
the remains themselves in the Elgin 
Room at the British Museum, the 
restoration of Mr. Lucas should be 
studied. ® 

6 For these sculptures, it is only ne¬ 
cessary to refer to the Elgin Room in 
the British Museum. 

8 See here, especially, Br. Words¬ 
worth’s chapter on the three Minervas. 

7 Its material was not marble nor 
metal, but olive-wood. 

8 For the position of this statue see 
coin at end of the chapter. The pe¬ 
destal appears to have been twenty 
feet, and the statue fifty-five feet, in 
height. Leake, p. 851. The lower 
part of the pedestal has lately been 
discovered. 
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stood 'fljth spear and shield as the tutelary divinity of Athens and 
Attica. It was the **tatue which may have caught the eye of St. 
Paul himself, from the deck of the vessel in which he sailed round 
Sunium to the Piraeus. 1 * Now he had landed in Attica, and beheld 
all the wonders of that city which divides with one other city all 
the glory of Heathen antiquity. Here, by the statue of Miner t*t 
PromaeMis, he could reflect on the meaning of the objects he had < 
seen in his progress. His path had been among the forms of great 
men and deified heroes, among the temples, the statues, the altars 
of the gods of Greece. He had Been the creations of mythology 
represented to the eye, in every form of beauty and grandeur, by 
the sculptor and the architect. And the one overpowering result 
was this :—‘ His spirit was stiired within him, when he saw the city 
crowded with idols.' 

But we must associate St. Paul, not merely with the Religion, but 
with the Philosophy of Greece. And this, perhaps, is our best 
opportunity for doing so, if we wish to connect together, in this 
respect also, the appearance and the spirit of Athens. If the Apostle 
looked out from the pedestal of the Acropolis over the city and the 
open country, he would see the places which are inseparably con¬ 
nected with the names of those who have always been recognised as 
the great teachers of the pagan world. In opposite directions he 
would see the two memorable suburbs where Aristotle and Plato, 
the two pupils of Socrates, held their illustrious schools. Their 
positions are defined by the courses of the two rivers to which we 
have already alluded.” The streamless bed of the Ilissus passes 
between the Acropolis and Hymettus in a south-westerly direction, 
till it vanishes in the low ground which separates the city from the 
Piraeus. Looking towards the upper part of this channel, we see (or 
we should have seen in the first century) gardens jplh plane-trees 
and thickets of agnus-castus, with ‘others of the torrent-loving 
shrubs of Greece.’ 3 At one spot, near the base of Lycabettus, was 
a sacred enclosure. Here was a statue of Apollo Lycius, repre¬ 
sented in an attitude of repose, leaning against a column, wif.h a bow 
in the left hand and the right hand resting on his head. The god 
gave the name to the Lyceum. Here among the groves, the philo¬ 
sopher of Stagirus, 4 the instructor of Alexander, used to walk. 
Here he founded the school of the Peripatetics. To this point an 
ancient dialogue represents Socrates as coming, outside the northern 
city-wall, from the grove of the Academy. Following, therefore, 
this line in an opposite direction, we come to the scene of Plato’s 
school. Those dark olive groves have revived after all the disasters 
which have swept across the plain. The Cephisus has been more 
highly favoured than the Ilissus. Its waters still irrigate the 
suburban gardens of the Athenians. 5 Its nightingales are still vocal 


1 See above, pp. 267, 269. 

* Above, p. 270. 

3 Leake, p. 276. See Plato’s jPA®- 

dnu. The Lyceum was remarkable 
for its plane-trees. Socrates used to 
discourse under them, and Aristotle 

and Theophrastus afterwards enjoyed 


their shade. We cannot tell how far 
these groves were restored since the 
time of Sulla, who cut them down. 

* See an allusion to his birthplace 
above, p. 247. 

5 The stream is. now divided and 
distributed, in order to water the gar- 
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among the twinkling olive-branches. 1 The gnarled trunks of the 
ancient trees of our own day could not be distinguished fn$n those 
which were familiar with the presence of Plato, and are more 
venerable than those which had grown up after Sulla’s destruction 
of the woods, before Cicero 1 visited the Academy in the spirit of a 
pilgrim. But the Academicians and Peripatetics are not the schools 
• to which our attention is called in considering the biography of 
St. Paul. We must turn our eye .from the open country to the city 
itself, if,we wish to see the places which witnessed the rise of the 
Stoice' : ahd Epicureans. Lucian, in a playful passage, speaks of 
Philosophy as coming up from thp Academy, by the Ceramicus, to 
the Agora : ‘ and there,’ he says, ‘ we shall meet her by the Stoa 
PceCile.’ Let us follow this line in imagination, and, having 
followed it, let us look down from the Acropolis into the Agora. 
There we distinguish a cloister or colonnade, which-was not men¬ 
tioned before, because it is more justly described in connection with 
the Stoics. The Stoa Pcecile , 3 or the ‘Painted Cloister,’ gave its 
name to one of those sects .who enoounfered the Apostle in the 
Agora. It was decorated with pictures of the legendary wars of 
the Athenians, of their victories over their fellow Greeks, and of the 
more gloriouB struggle at Marathon. Originally the meeting-place 
of the poets, it became the school where Zeno met his pupils, and 
founded the system of stem philosophy which found adherents both 
among Greeks and Homans for many generations. The system of 
Epicurus was matured nearly at the same time and in the same 
neighbourhood. The site of the philosopher’s Garden 4 is now un¬ 
known, but it was well known in the time of Cicero ; 5 and in the 
time of St. Paul it could not have been forgotten, for a peculiarly 
afifectionate a Jrifttg,subsisted among the Epicureans towards their 
founder. garden as a legacy to the school, on con¬ 

dition that plS|(pphy should always be taught there, and that he 
himself should be annually commemorated. The sect had dwindled 


dens and olive-trees. Plutarch calls 
the Academy the best wooded of the 
suburbs of Athens. 

1 See the well known chorus in So¬ 
phocles. (Ed. Col. 668. 

* Cicero, at one time, contemplated 
the erection of a monument to show 
his attachment to the Academy. Att. 
vi. 1. 

* 3/ria irouctArj,—lienee ‘ Stoic,’ 

* This garden was proverbially 
known among the ancients. See Ju¬ 
venal, xiii. 172, xiv. 819. 

4 On his first visit to Athens, at the 
age of twenty-eight, Cicero lodged 
with an Epicurean. On the occasion 
of his second visit, the attachment of 
the Epicureans to the garden of their 
founder was brought before him in a. 
singular manner. ‘ There lived at this 
time fat exile at Athens C. Memmius. 

. . , The figure which he had borne 
in Borne gave him great authority w 


Athens; and the council of Areopagus 
had granted him a piece of ground to 
build upon, where Epicurus formerly 
lived, and where there still remained 
the old ruins of his walls. But this 
grant had given great offence to the 
whole body of the Epicureans, to see 
the remains ot their master in danger 
of being destroyed. They had written 
to Cicero at Borne, to beg him to in¬ 
tercede with Memmius to consent to a 
restoration ot it; and now at Athens 
they renewed their instances, and pre¬ 
vailed on him to write about it. ... . 
Cicero’s letter is drawn with much art 
and accuracy ; he laughs at "the tri¬ 
fling zeal of these philosophers for the 
old rubbish and paltry ruins of their 
founder, yet earnestly presses Mem¬ 
mius to indulge them in a prejudice 
contracted through weakness, not wick¬ 
edness.'—Middleton's Lift of Cicero. 
Sept, VH, 
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into snudler numbers than their rivals, in the middle of the first 
century. But. it is highly probable that, even then, those who 
looked down fromthe Acropolis over the roofs of the city, could 
distinguish the quiet garden, where Epicurus lived a life of philo¬ 
sophic contentment, and taught his disciples that the enjoyment of 
tranquil pleasure was the highest end of human existence. * 

The spirit in which Pausanias traversed these memorable places 
and scrutinised everything he saw,• was that of a curious and rather 
superstitious antiquarian. The expressions used by Cicero,,when 
describing the same objects, show that his taste was gratified,'hhd 
that he looked with satisfaction cm the haunts of those whom he 
regarded as his teachers. The thoughts and feelings in the mind of 
the Christian Apostle, who came to Athens about the middle of that 
interval of time which separates the visit of Pausanias from that of 
Cicero, were vefy different from those of criticism or admiration. 
He burned with zeal for that god whom, ‘ as he went through the 
city,’ he saw dishonoured qn every side. He was melted with pity 
for those who, notwithstanding their Intellectual greatness, were 
‘ wholly given to idolatry.’ His eye was not blinded to the reality 
of things, by the appearances either of art or philosophy. Forms 
of earthly beauty and words of human wisdom were valueless in his 
judgment, and far worse than valueless, if they deified vice and 
made falsehood attractive. He saw and heard with an earnestness 


of conviction which no Epicurean could have understood, as his 
tenderness of affection was morally far above the highest point of 
the Stoic’s impassive dignity. 

It is this tenderness of affection which first strikes us, when we 


id UDi nireu wo 

turn from the manifold wonders of Athens to look uwoh the Apostle 
himself. The existence of this feeling is revealed^Mtts.: in a few 
words in the Epistle to .the Thessalonians. 1 £E|i||HRfBlled with 
anxious thoughts concerning those whom he had lenp&rMaoedonia, 
and the sense of solitude weighed upon his spirit. Silas and Timo- 
theus were not arrived,, and it was a burden and a grief to him to 
be ‘ left in Athens alone? Modem travellers have often felt,-when 
wandering along through the streets of a foreign city, what it is to 
be out of sympathy with the place and the people. The heart is 
with friends who are far off; and nothing that is merely beautiful 
or curious can effectually disperse the cloud of sadness. If, in addi¬ 
tion to this instinctive melancholy, the thought of an irreligious 
world, of evil abounding in all parts of society, and of misery 
following everywhere in its train,—if this thought also presses 
heavily on the spirit,—a state of mind is realised which may be 
some feeble approximation to what was experienced by the Apostle 
Paul in his hour of dejection. But with us such feelings are often 
morbid and nearly allied to discontent. We travel for pleasure, for 
curiosity, for excitement. It is well if we can take such depressions 

<♦ 1 Thess. HI. t. It may be thought and the depression and sense of isola- 

that too much is built here on this one tion evidently experienced by St. Paul 
expression.. But we think the remarks when he was without companion*. See, 
in the text will be justified by those especially, Acta xxviii. 16, and 2 Cor. 
who oonsider the tone of the Epistles ii. 18, vii. 6. Compare the Introduc- 
t° the Thessalonians (see next chapter), tion. 
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thankfully, as the discipline of a wordly spirit, Paul trailed that 
he might give to others the knowledge of salvation. His sorrow 
was only the cloud that kindled up into the bright pillar cf the 
divine presence. He ever forgot himself in his Master’s cause. He 
e gloried that God’s strength was made perfect in his weakness. It is 
useful, however, to us, to be aware of the human weakness of that , 
heart which God made strong. Paul was indeed one of us. He 
loved his friends, and knew the trials both of anxiety and loneliness. 
As we advance with the subject, this and similar traits of the man 
advance more into view,—and with them, and personified as it were 
in him, touching traits of the religion which he preached come before 
us,—and we see, as we contemplate the Apostle, that the Gospel 
has not only deliverance from the coarseness of vice and comfort for 
ruder sorrows, but sympathy and strength for the most sensitive 
and delicate minds. 

No mere pensive melancholy, no vain regrets and desires, held 
sway over St. Paul, so as to hinder him in proceeding with the 
work appointed to him. He was ‘ in Athens alone,’ but he was 
there as the Apostle of God. No time was lost; and, according to 
his custom, he sought out his brethren of the scattered race of 
Israel. Though moved with grief and indignation when he saw the 
idolatry all around him, he deemed that his first thought should be 
given to his own people. They had a synagogue at Athens, as at 
Thessalonica; and in this synagogue he first proclaimed his Master. 
Jewish topics, however, are not brought before us prominently 
here. They are casually alluded to ; and we are not informed 
whether the Apostle was welcomed or repulsed in the Athenian 
synagogue. The silence of Scripture is expressive ; and we are 
taught thaytita subjects to which our attention is to be turned, are 
connected, with Judaism, but with Paganism. Before we can 
be prepared to consider the great speech, which was the crisis and 
consummation of this meeting of Christianity and Paganism, our 
thoughts must be given for a few moments to the characteristics of 
Athenian Religion and Athenian Philosophy. 

The mere enumeration of the visible objects with which the city 
of the Athenians was crowded, bears witness (to use St. Paul’s own 
words) to their ‘carefulness in Religion.’ 1 The judgment of the 
Christian Apostle agreed with that of his Jewish cotemporary Jose¬ 
phus,—with the proud boast of the Athenians themselves, ex¬ 
emplified in Isocrates and Plato,—and with {he verdict of a jnul- 
titude of foreigners, from Livy to Julian,—all of whom unite in 
declaring that Athens was peculiarly devoted to religion. Replete 
as the whole of Greece was with objects of devotion, the antiquarian 
traveller informs us that there were more gods in Athena than in 
all the rest of the country ; and the Roman satirist hardly exagge¬ 
rates, when he says that it was easier to find a god there than a man. 
But the same enumeration which proves the existence of the religious 
sentiment in this people, shows also the valueless character of the 
religion which they cherished. It was a religion which ministered 
to art and amusement, and was entirely destitute of moral power. 


1 See below, on the Speech, p. 292, 
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faste wan gratified by the bright spectacle to which the Athenian 
,woke every morning of his life.' Excitement was agreeably kept 
ip by festal seasons, gay processions, and varied ceremonies. But 
iQ this religious dissipation had no tendency to make him holy. It 
;ave him no victory over himself : it brought him no nearer to God., 
A. religion which addresses itself only to the taste, is as weak as one 
that appeals only to the intellect. The Greek religion was a mere 
deification of human attributes and the powers of nature. It was 
doubtless better than other forms of idolatry which have deified the 
brutes : but it had no real power to raise him to a higher position 
than that which he occupied by nature. It could not even keep 
him from falling continually to a lower degradation. To the Greek 
this world was everything : he hardly even sought to rise above it. 
And thus all his, life long, in the midst of everything to gratify his 
taste and exercise his intellect, he remained in ignorance of God. 
This fact was tacitly recognised by the monuments in his own re¬ 
ligious city. The want of something deeper and truer was expressed 
on the'very stones. As we are told by a Latin writer that the 
ancient Romans, when alarmed by an earthquake, were accustomed 
to pray, not to any specified divinity, but to a god expressed in vague 
language, as avowedly Unknown : so the Athenians acknowledged 
their ignorance of the True Deity by the altars ‘ with this inscription, 
to the unknown god,’ which are mentioned by Heathen writers, 1 
as well as by the inspired historian. Whatever the origin of these 
altars may have been, 2 the true significance of the inscription is that 
which is pointed out by the Apostle himself. 3 The Athenians were 
ignorant of the right object of worship. But if we are to give a 
true account of Athenian religion, we must go beyond the darkness 
of mere ignorance into the deeper darkness of corruption and sin. 
The most shameless profligacy was encouraged by the public works 
of art, by the popular belief concerning the character of the gods, 
and by the ceremonies of the established worship. Authorities 
might be crowded in proof of this statement, both from Heathen 
and Christian writings. 4 It is enough to say with Seneca, that 
‘ no other effect could possibly be produced, but that all shame on 
account of sin must be taken away from men, if they believe in such 
gods and with Augustine, that ‘ Plato himself, who saw well the 
depravity of the Grecian' gods, and has seriously censured them, 


1 The two Heathen, writers who 
mention these altars are Pausanias 
and Philostratus. See above, pp. 266 
and 275. 

. 2 It is very probable that they ori¬ 
ginated from a desire to dedicate the 
altar to the god under whose censure 
the dedicator had fallen, whom he had 
unwittingly offended, or whom, in the 
'*■ Particular case, he aught to propitiate. 
Eichhom thinks that these altars be¬ 
longed to a period when writing was 
unknown, and that the inscription was 
added.afterwards by those who were 
ignorant of the deity to which they 
were consecrated. Jerome says that 


the inscription was not as St. Paul 
quoted it, but in the form of a general 
dedication to all unknown gods. But 
unless St. Paul quoted the actual words, 
his application of the inscription would 
lose nearly all its point. Some have 
fancifully found in the inscription an 
allusion to the God of the Jews. For 
some of thtf notions of the older anti¬ 
quarians concerning the ‘temple’ of 
the Unknown God, see Leake. 

s Acts xvil. 28. 

4 A great number of passages are 
collected together by Tholuck, in his 
Kstay on the Nature and Moral Influ¬ 
ence of Heathenism. 
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better deserves to be called a god, than those ministers of. sin ’ It 
would be the worst delusion to infer any good of tite Grecian re¬ 
ligion front the virtue and wisdom of a few greatAthemans whose 
memory we revere. The true type of the character formed by the 
influences which surrounded tlie Athenian, was such a man as 
* Alcibiades,—with a beauty of bodily form equal to that of one of 
&e consecrated statues, - with an 1 » t o U ^ enoe v ^H 1 ? 8 ° f 

Anollo or Mercury,—enthusiastic and fickle,—versatile and pro¬ 
fligate,—able to atonire the good, but hopelessly * 

Anfl if we turn to the one great exception m Athenian history, 
if we turn from Alcibiades to toe*friendwho nobly and affectionately 
warned him, —who, conscious of his own ignorance, was yet aware 
that God was best known by listening to the voice within yet 
even of Socrates we cannot say more than has been said m the 
following words : ‘ His soul was certainly in some alliance with the 
Holy God ; he certainly felt, in his daemon or guardian spirit, the 
inexplicable nearness of his Father in heaven ; but he was destitute 
of a view of the divine nature in the humble form of a servant, the 
Redeemer with the crown of thorns ; he had no ideal conception of 
that true holiness, which manifests itself m the most humble love 
and the most affectionate humility. Hence, also, he was unable to 
become fully acquainted with his own heart, though he so greatly 
desired it. Hence, too, he was destitute of any deep humiliation 
and grief on account of his sinful wretchedness, of that true humility 
which no longer allows itself a biting, sarcastic tone of instruction 
and destitute, likewise, of any filial, devoted love. 
can be shared only by the Christian, who beholds the Redeemer as 
a wanderer upon earth in the form of a servant ! “»£wh_° 
in his own soul the sanctifying power of that Redeemer by inter 

^Wherfwe rtirn from the Religion of Athens to take a view of its 
Philosophy, the first name on which our eye rests is again that ot 
Socrates.’ This is necessarily the case, not only because of his 
own singular and unapproached greatness ; but because he was, 
STwere, the point to which all the earlier schools convened, and 

from which the later rays of Greek philosophy diverged again. The 
earlier philosophical systems, such as that of Thales in Asia Minor 
and Pythagoras in Italy, were limited to physiol inquiries: Socrates 
thefiret to call man to the contemplation of himself, and became 
the founder of ethical science.’ A new direction wu thus given to 
all toe philosophical schools which succeeded ; and Socrates may be 
said to We prepared the way for the gospel, by leading the Greek 
mind to toe investigation of moral truth. He gave the impure to 
the two schools, which were founded m the Lyceum and by Wie 

*-*«*-.- cara^re et T ^ef tof £ 
W Wte, see especially the rtent une philceopWe 
eighth volume of Grate's History, and humaine. C est Socrate 

f ° r D ' C<!mb<ir le* wiracttre^en^^a pCTMnne^^^ictor 

,» i\* philosophic greeaue avait ete Cousin, 
d’abord une philosophie de la nature s 
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inks ofrthe Cephisus, 1 and which have produced such vast results 
n human thought in; every generation. We are not called here to 
iscuss the doctrines; of the Peripatetics and Academicians, Not 
hat they are unconnected with the history of Christianity : Plato 
,nd Aristotle have had a great work appointed to them, not only as # 
he Heathen pioneers of the Truth before it was revealed, but as 
;he educators of Christian minds in every age: the former enriched 
human thought with appropriate‘ideas for the reception of the 
highest truth in the highest form; the latter mapped out all the pro¬ 
vinces of human knowledge, that Christianity might visit them and 
bless them : and the historian of the Church would have to speak 
of direct influence exerted on the Gospel by the Platonic and Aris¬ 
totelian systems, in recounting the conflicts of the parties of Alex¬ 
andria, and tracing the formation of the theology of the School¬ 
men. But the biographer of St. Paul has only to speak of the 
Stoics and Epicureans. They only, among the various philoso¬ 
phers of the day, are mentioned as having argued with the Apostle; 
and their systems had really more influence in the period in which 
the Gospel was established, though, in the Patristic and Medieval 
periods, the older systems, in modified forms, regained their sway. 
The Stoic and Epicurean, moreover, were more exclusively limited 
than other philosophers to moral investigations, 8 —a fact which is 
tacitly implied by the proverbial application of the two words to 
moraljprineiples and tendencies, which we recognise as hostile to 
true Christianity. 

Zeno, the founder of the Stoic school, was a native of the same 
part of the Levant with St. Paul himself.* He came from Cyprus 
to Athens at a time when patriotism was decayed and political liberty 
lost, and when a system, which promised the power of brave and 
self-sustaining endurance amid the general degradation, found a 
willing acceptance among the nobler minds. Thus in the Painted 
Porch, which, as we have said, had once been the meeting-place of 
the poets, those who, instead of yielding to the prevailing evil of 
the times, thought they were able to resist it, formed themselves 
into a school of philosophers. In the high tone of this school, and 
in some of its ethical language. Stoicism was an apparent approxi¬ 
mation to Christianity ; but on the whole, it was a hostile system, 
in its physics, its morals, and its theology. The Stoics condemned 
the worship of images and the use of temples, regarding them as 
nothing better than the ornaments of art. But they justified the 
popular polytheism, and, in fact, considered the gods of mythology 
as minor developments of the Great World-God, which summed 
up their belief concerning the origin and existence of the world. 

1 See above, pp. 277,278. ages of twenty and thirty he was ship- 

.* ‘be caractere commun du Sto'i- wrecked near the Piraeus, and settled 
ctsrae et de l’Epicurimne eat de re'duire in Athens. The exact dates of his 
Presque entierement la philosophic it birth and death are not known, but he 
la morale.’—Victor Cousin. lived through the greater part of the 

• He was topi at Citium in Cyprus, century between b.o. 860 and b.o. 250. 
See p. 124, t jj j s attention was tamed A portrait-bust at Naples is assigned 
to philosophy "by the books brought to him, but there is some doubt whe- 
rrom Athens by his father, who was ther it is to be referred to him or to 
» merchant. > oe where between the Zeno the Elea tic. 
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The Stoics were Pantheists ; and much of their language is a curious 
anticipation of the phraseology of modem Pantheism. In their 
view, God was merely the Spirit or Reason of the Universe. The 
world was itself a rational soul, producing all things out of itself, 

' and resuming it all to itself again. Matter was inseparable from 
the Deity. He did not create: He only organised.' He merely im¬ 
pressed law and order on the substance, which was, in fact, Himself, 
The manifestation of the Universe was only a period in the de¬ 
velopment of God. In conformity with these notions of the world, 
which substitute a sublime destiny for the belief in a personal 
Creator and Preserver, were the notions which were held concerning 
the soul and its relation to the body. The soul was, in fact, cor¬ 
poreal. The Stoics said that at death it would be burnt, or return 
to be absorbed in God. Thus, a resurrection from the dead, in the 
sense in which the Gospel has revealed it, must have appeared to 
the Stoics irrational. Nor was their moral system less hostile to 
‘ the truth as it is in Jesus;' The proud ideal which was set before 
the disciple of Zeno was, a magnanimous self-denial, an austere 
apathy, untouched by human passion, unmoved by change of cir¬ 
cumstance. To the Wise man all outward things were alike. 
Pleasure was no good. Pain was no evil. All actions conformable 
to Reason were equally good ; all actions contrary to Reason were 
equally evil. The Wise man lives according to Reason ; and living 
thus, he is perfect and self-sufficing. He reigns supreme as a king i‘ 
he is justified in boasting as a god. Nothing can well be imagined 
more contrary to the spirit of Christianity. Nothing could be 
more repugnant to the Stoic than the news of a ‘ Saviour,’ who has 
atoned for our sin, and is ready to aid our weakness. Christianity 
is the School of Humility ; Stoicism was the Education of Pride. 
Christianity is a discipline of life : Stoicism was nothing better than 
an apprenticeship for death. 1 * 3 And fearfully were the fruits of its 
principle illustrated both in its earlier and later disciples. Its first 
two leaders 4 died by their own hands ; like the two Romans 5 * * whose 
names first rise to the memory, when the school of the Stoics is 
mentioned. But Christianity turns the desperate resolution, that 
seeks to escape disgrace by death, into the anxious question, ‘ What 
must I do to be saved 1 ’ 8 It softens the pride of stern indifference 
into the consolation of mutual sympathy. How great is the con- 

1 * Le Dieu des Stoiciens n’a pas apprentismge de la mart et non de la 
crdd la nature, il l’a formde et orga- vie ; elle tend it la mort par son image, 
nisde.’—V. Cousin : who, however, mil l’apathie et l’ataraxie, et se rdsout de'ti- 
not allow the Stoical system to be nitiilement en tm egaUme tublime .’— V. 
Pantheistic. Cousin. 

* Hor. Sat. i. iii., Ep. i. i. 4 Zeno and Cleanthes, And yet 

3 ‘ Le Stolcisme t essentiellement Cleanthes was the author of thatjiynin 

solitaire; c’est le soin excPusif de son which is, perhaps, the noblest approxi- 
ftme, sans regard it celle des autres; et; mation to a Christian hymn that hea- 
. cotnme la seule chose importante est la thenism has produced. In the speech be- 

puretd de l’anie, quand cette puretd est low (Acts xvii. 281 there is some doubt 

trop en pdril, quand on ddsesphre whether the Apostle quotes from Clean- 

d’dtre victorieux dans la lntte, on peut thes or Aratus. See the note there, 
la terminer comme l’a terminde Caton. 3 Cato and Seneca. 

Aina! la philosophic n’est plus qu’wt * See p. 287. 
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1 st between the Stoic ideal and the character of Jesus Christ i 
ow different is the acquiescence in an iron destiny from the trust 
a merciful and watchful Providence ! How infinitely inferior is 
tat sublime egotism, which looks down with contempt on human 
eakness, to the religion which tells us that ‘ they who mourn are* 
.eased,’ and which commands us to ‘ rejoice with them that rejoice, 
ad to weep with them that weep!’ 

If Stoicism, in its full development, was utterly opposed to 
Jhristianity, the same may be said of the very primary principles of 
he Epicurean 1 school. If the Stoics were Pantheists, the Epicu- 
eans were virtually Atheists. Tlfeir philosophy was a system of 
naterialism, in the strictest sense of the word. In their view, the 
forld was formed by an accidental concourse of atoms, and was not 
n any sense created, or even modified, by the Divinity. They did 
.ndeed profess a oertain belief in what were called gods ; but these 
equivocal divinities were merely phantoms,—impressions on the 
popular mind,—drearhs, which had no objective reality, or at least 
exercised no active influence on the physical world, or the business 
of life. The Epicurean deity, if self-existent at all, dwelt apart, in 
serene indifference to all the affairs of the universe. The universe 
was a great accident, and sufficiently explained itself without any 
reference to a higher power. The popular mythology was derided, 
but the Epicureans had no positive faith in anything better. As 
there was no creator, so there was no moral governor. All notions 
of retribution and of judgment to come were of course forbidden 
by such a creed. The principles of the atomic theory, when applied 
to the constitution of man, must have caused the resurrection to 
appear an absurdity. The soul waS nothing without the body ; or 
, rather, the soul was itself a body, composed of finer atoms, or at 
" best an unmeaning compromise between the material and the im¬ 
material. Both body and soul were dissolved together and dissi¬ 
pated into the elements ; and when this occurred, all the life of man 
was ended. The moral result of such a creed was necessarily fhat 
which the Apostle Paul described: 2 —‘ If the dead rise not, let us 
eat and drink: for to-morrow we die.’ The essential principle of the 
Epicurean philosopher was that there was nothing to alarm him, 
nothing to disturb him. His furthest reach was to do deliberately 
what the animals do instinctively. His highest aim was to gratify 
himself. With the coarser and more energetic minds, this principle 
inevitably led to the* grossest sensuality and crime ; in the case of 
others, whose temperament was more common-place, or whose taste 
was more pure, the system took the form of a selfishness more 
refined. As the Stoic sought to resist the evil which surrounded 
him, the Epicurean endeavoured to console himself by a tranquil and 
indifferent life. He avoided the more violent excitements of political 
*gnd swfial-engagements, to enjoy the seclusidn of a calm content¬ 
ment. But pleasure was still the end at which he aimed ; and if we 

1 Epicurus, who founded, and indeed died b.c. 270. An authentic bust has , 
matured, this school (for its doctrines been preserved of him, which is en- 
were never further developed), was graved in Milman’s Horace, p. 891. 
o°m in Samos, . B.c. 842, though his 2 1 Cor. xv. 32. 
parents were natives of Attica. He 
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remove this end to its remotest distance, and understand i¥. to mean 
an enjoyment which involves the most manifold self-denial,—if we 
give Epicurus credit for taking the largest view of consequences,— 
and if we believe that the life of his first disciples was purer than 
< there is reason to suppose, 1 —the end remains the same. Pleasure, 
not duty, is the motive of moral exertion ; expediency is the test to 
which actions are referred ; and the self-denial itself, which an 
enlarged view of expediency requires, will probably be found im¬ 
practicable without the grace of God. Thus, the Gospel met in the 
Garden an opposition not less determined, and more insidious, than 
the antagonism of the Porch. The two enemies it has ever had to 
contend with are the two ruling principles of the Epicureans and 
Stoics— Pleasure and Pride. 

Such, in their original and essential character, wer3 the two schools 
of philosophy with which St. Paul «vas brought directly into con¬ 
tact. We ought, however, to consider how far these schools had 
been modified by the lapse of time, by the changes which succeeded 
Alexander and accompanied the formation of the Roman Empire, 
and by the natural tendencies of the Roman character. When 
Stoicism and Epicureanism were brought to Rome, they were such 
as we have described them. In as far as they were speculative 
systems, they found little favour : Greek philosophy was always re¬ 
garded with some degree of distrust among the Romans. Their 
mind was alien from science and pure speculation. Philosophy, 
like art and literature, was of foreign introduction. The cultiva¬ 
tion of such pursuits was followed by private persons of wealth 
and taste, but was little extended among the community at large. 
There was no public schools of philosophy at Rome. Where it was 
studied at all, it was studied, not for its own sake, but for the ser¬ 
vice of the state. 2 Thus, the peculiarly practical character of the 
Stoic and Epicurean systems recommended them to the notice of 
many. What was wanted in the prevailing misery of the Roman 
world was a philosophy of life. There were some who weakly 
yielded, and some who offered a courageous resistance, to the evil 
of the times. The former, under the name of Epicureans, either 
spent their time in a serene tranquillity, away from the distractions 
and disorders of political life, or indulged in the grossest sensualism, 
and justified it on principle. The Roman adherents of the school 
of Epicurus were never numerous, and few great names can be men¬ 
tioned among them, though one monument remains, and will ever 
remain, of this phase of philosophy, in the poem of Lucretius. 
The Stoical school was more congenial to the endurance of the 
Roman character : and it educated the minds of some of the noblest 
men of the time, who scorned to be carried away by the stream of 
vice. Three great najnes can be mentioned, which divided the 
period between the preaching of St. Paul and the final establish¬ 
ment of Christianity,—Seneca, Epictetus, and Marcus Aurelius. 3 

1 Bitter speaks strongly of scenes of Stoics, especially Epictetus, to Christi- 
sensuality witnessed in the Garden of anity is remarkable. Hence the em- 
Epicurus. . phasis laid by Milton on the Stoic’s 

* Tennemann. ‘philosophiek pride, by him called 

3 The approximation of the latter virtue.’ Paradise Regained, iv. 800- 
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But auclt men were few in a time of general depravity and unbelief. 
And this was really the character of the time. It was a period in 
the history of the world, when conquest and discovery, facilities of 
travelling, and the mixture of races, had produced a general fusion 
opinions, resulting in an indifference to moral distinctions, and at 
the same time encouraging the most abject credulity. The Romans * 
had been carrying on the work which Alexander and his successors 
begun. A certain degree of culture was very generally diffused. 
The opening *of new countries excited curiosity. New religions 
were eagerly welcomed. Immoral rites found willing votaries. 
Vice ana superstition went hand in hand through all parts of 
society, and, as the natural consequence, a scornful scepticism held 
possession of all the higher intellects. 

But though the period of which we are speaking was one of 
general scepticism, for the space of three centuries the old dogmatio 
schools still lingered on, njore especially in Greece. 1 Athens was 
indeed no longer what she had once bten, the centre from which 
scientific and poetic light radiated to the neighbouring shores of 
Asia and Europe. Philosophy had found new homes in other cities, 
more especially in Tarsus and Alexandria. 8 But Alexandria, though 
she was commercially great and possessed the trade of three con¬ 
tinents, had not yet seen the rise of her greatest schools ; and Tar¬ 
sus could never be what Athens was, even in her decay, to those 
who travelled with cultivated tastes, and for the purposes of educa¬ 
tion. Thus Philosophy still maintained her seat in the city of 
Socrates. The four great schools, the Lyceum and the Academy, 
the Garden and the Porch, were never destitute of exponents of 
their doctrines. When Cicero came, not long after Sulla's siege, he 
found the philosophers in residence. 3 As the Empire grew, Athens 
assumed more and more the character of a university town. After 
Christianity was first preached there, this character was confirmed 
to the place by the embellishments and the benefactions of Hadrian. 4 
And before the schools were closed by the orders of Justinian, 6 the 
city which had received Cicero and Atticus 6 as students together, 
became the scene of the college-friendship of St. Basil and St. 
Gregory 7 , one of the most beautiful episodes of primitive Chris¬ 
tianity. 

Thus, St. Paul found philosophers at Athens, among those whom 
he addressed in the Agora. This, as we have seen, was the common 
meeting-place of a population always eager for fresh subjects of 
intellectual curiosity. Demosthenes had rebuked the Athenians 
for this idle tendency four centuries before, telling them that they 
were always craving after news and excitement, at the very moment 
when destruction was impending over their liberties. And they are 

• 

*”* * Tennemann. poses of education. 

* For the schools of Tarsus, see pp. 4 See Gibbon, xl. 

88. 6 See Middleton’s Life of Cicero. 

. gee above, .p, 278, and the note. 7 Basil and Gregory Nazianzene were 

Between the visits of St. Paul and students together at Athens from 851 
Pausanlas, Hadrian made vast addi- to 355. Julian was there at the same 
turns to the buildings of Athens, and time. 

Save large endowments for the pur- 
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described in the same manner, on the occasion of St. Paul’s visit, 
as giving their whole leisure to telling and hearing something 
newer than the latest news (Acts xvii:. 21). Among those who 
sauntered among the plane-trees 1 of the Age ra, and gathered in 
e&nots under the porticoes, eagerly discussing the questions of the 
day, were philosophers, in the garb of their several sects, ready for 
any new question, on which they might exercise their subtlety or 
display their rhetoric. Among the other philosophers, the Stoics 
and> Epicureans would more especially be encountered ; for the 
‘Painted Porch’ a of Zeno was in ,the Agora itself, and the ‘Garden’ 3 
of the rival sect was not far distant. To both these classes of 
hearers and talkers—both the mere idlers and the professors of 
philosophy—any question connected with a new religion was pecu¬ 
liarly welcome ; for Athens gave a ready acceptance to all supersti¬ 
tions and ceremonies, and was glad to find food for credulity or 
scepticism, ridicule or debate. To this piotley group of the Agora, 
St. Paul made known the two great subjects he had proclaimed from 
city to city. He spoke aloud of ‘ Jesus and the Resurrection, ’ *— 
of that Name which is above every name,—that consummation 
which awaits all the generations of men who have successively 
passed into the sleep of death. He was in the habit of conversing 
‘ daily ’ on these subjects with those whom he met. His varied ex¬ 
perience of men, and his familiarity with many modes of thought, 
enabled him to present these subjects in such a way as to arrest at¬ 
tention. As regards the philosophers, he was providentially prepared 
for his collision with them. It was not the first tipie he had 
encountered them. 5 His own native city was a city of philosophers, 
and was especially famous (as we have remarked before) for a long 
line of eminent Stoics, and he was doubtless familiar with their 
language and opinions. 

Two different impressions were produced by St. Paul’s words, 
according to the disposition of those who heard him. Some said 
that he was a mere ‘ babbler,’ 9 and received him with contemptuous 
derision. Others took a more serious view, and, supposing that he 
was endeavouring to introduce new objects of worship, 7 had their 
curiosity excited, and were desirous to hear more. If we suppose a 
distinct allusion, in these two classes, to the two philosophical sects 


* See above, p. 274. It is, of course, 
impossible to prove that Cimon’s plane- 
trees were succeeded by others; but a 
boulevard is commonly renewed, when 
a ci tvreoovers from its disasters. 

rijfcfr the ‘ Stda Pacile,’ see above, 
p. 5178. 

* See again above, p. 278. 

; * Acts xvii. 18. e 

* See Chap. III. p. 88. Two of'the 
most influential of the second genera¬ 
tion of Stoics were Aatipater ofTarsus 

'and Zend of Tarsus. Chryaippus also 
. jasadd by Strabo to have been a native 

’* word here means pro¬ 

perly a bird that picks up seeds from 


the ground, ^nd it is so nsed in the 
Birds of Aristophanes. Hence, second¬ 
arily, it may mean a pauper who prowls 
about the market-place, or a parasite 
who lives by his wits, and hence ‘a 
contemptible and worthless, person.’ 
Or, from the perpetual chaffering or 
chirping of such birds, the word may 
denote aij idle 1 babbler.’ 

7 Acts xvii. 18. These are the veryi 
words used in the accusation against 
Socrates. The term ‘ daemon * fa pro¬ 
bably here used quite generally. This 
is the only place where 1$ occurs in the 
Acts of the Apostles. See the remarks 
which have- been made before on this 
subject, pp. 229-282. 
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whiob Have just been mentioned, we have no difficulty in seeing that 
the Epicureans wdre those who, according to their habit, received 
the new doctrine with ridicule,—while the Stoics, ever tolerant of 
the popular mythology, were naturally willing to hear of the . new 
‘ daemons ’ which this foreign teacher was proposing to introduce 
among the multitude of Athenian gods and heroes. Or we may* 
imagine that the two classes denote the philosophers on the one 
hand, who heard with scorn the teaching of a Jewish stranger un¬ 
trained in the language of the schools,—and the vulgar crovjd on 
the other, who would easily entertain suspicion (as in the case of 
Socrates) against anyone seeking to cast dishonour on the national 
divinities, or would at least be curious to hear more of this foreign 
and new religion. It is not, however, necessary to make any such 
definite distinction between those who derided and those who 
listened- Two such classes are usually found among those to whom 
truth is presented. When Paul came among the Athenians, he 
came ‘ not with enticing Vords of mipi’s wisdom,’ and to some of 
the * Greeks ’ who heard him, the Gospel was ‘ foolishness 1 while 
in others there was at least that curiosity which is sometimes made 
the path whereby the highest truth enters the mind ; and they 
sought to have a fuller and more deliberate exposition of the mys¬ 
terious subjects, which now for the first time had been brought 
before their attention. 

The {dace to which they took him was the summit of the hill of 
Areopagus, where the most awful court of judicature had sat from 
time immemorial, to pass sentence on the greatest criminals, and to 
decide the most solemn questions connected with religion. The 
judges sat in the open air, upon seats hewn out in the rock, on a 
platform which was ascended by a flight of stone steps immediately 
from the Agora. 8 On this spot a long series of awful causes, con¬ 
nected with crime and religion, had been determined, beginning with 
the legendary trial of Mars, which gave to the place its name of 
‘ Mars’ Hill.’ A temple of the god, 3 as we have seen, was on the 
brow of the eminence ; and an additional solemnity was given to 
the place by the sanctuary of the Furies, 4 in a broken deft of the 

the one to the accuser, the other to the 
criminal, in the causes which were 
tried in this court.’ The stone seats 
are intermediate in position to the 
sites of the Temple of Mars and the 
Sanctuary of the Eumenides, men¬ 
tioned below. 

3 This temple was on the southern 
slope of the Aredpagus, immediately 
above the Agora, near the Eponymi 
and the statue of Demosthenes. 

4 In harmony with the euphemistic 
titles given by the Athenians to these 
dread goddesses, Pausanias says that 
their statues in this place bad nothing 
ferocious in their aspect. The prox¬ 
imity of this sanctuary to the Areopa- 
gite court must have tended to give 
additional solemnity to the place. 


1 See 1 Cor. i. 18— ii. 6. 

* The number of steps is sixteen. 
See Wordsworth’s Athens and Attica, 
p. 78. ‘Sixteen stone^steps out in the 
rock, at its south-east angle, lead up 
to the hill of the Areopagus from the 
valley of-the Agora, which lies between 
it and the Pnyx. This angle seems to 
be tbehoint of the hill on which the 
corafdPbf the Areopagus sat. Imme¬ 
diately above the steps, on the level of 
the hill, is a bench of stone excavated 
in the limestone rook, forming three 
sides of.a quadrangle, like a triclinium: 
it faces the;south: on its east and 
V4»t side is a raised block: the former 
^ nnhanic have been the tribunal, 
“ ■ the rude stones which 
here, and which are 
Enripldes as assigned. 
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rocik* immediately below the judges’ seats. Even in the fwlitical 
decay of Athens, this spot and this court were regarded by the 
people with superstitious reverence. 1 It was a scene with which the 
dread recollections of centuries were associated. It was a place of 
Klent awe in the midst of the gay and frivolous city. Those who 
, withdrew to the Areopagus from the Agora, came, as it were, into 
the presence of a higher power. No place in Athens was so suitable 
for a discourse upon the mysteries of religion. We are not, how¬ 
ever,, to regard St. Paul’s discourse on the Areopagus as a formal 
defence, in a trial before the court.® The whole aspect of the nar¬ 
rative in the Acts, and the whole tenor of the discourse itself, 
militate against this supposition. The words, half-derisive, half- 
courteous, addressed to the Apostle before he spoke to his audience, 
* May we know what this new doctrine is ?’ are not dike the words 
which would have been addressed to a prisoner at the bar ; and still 
more unlike a judge’s sentence are the words with which he was 
dismissed at the conclusion, ‘ We will' hear thee again of this 
matter.’ 3 Nor is there anything in the speech itself of a really 
apologetic character, as anyone may perceive, on comparing it with 
the defence of Socrates. Moreover, the verse 4 which speaks so 
strongly of the Athenian love of novelty and excitement is so in¬ 
troduced, as to imply that curiosity was the motive of the whole 
proceeding. We may, indeed, admit that there was something of 
a mock solemnity in this adjournment from the Agora to the Areo¬ 
pagus. The Athenians took the Apostle from the tumult of public 
discussion, to the place which was at once most convenient and 
most appropriate. There was everything in the place to incline the 
auditors, so far as they were seriously disposed at all, to a reverent 
and thoughtful attention. It is probable that Dionysius, 3 with 
other Areopagites, were on the judicial seats. And a vague recol¬ 
lection of the dread thoughts associated by poetry and tradition 
with the Hill of Mars, may have solemnised the minds of some of 
those who crowded up the stone steps with the Apostle, and clus¬ 
tered round the summit of the hill, to hear his announcement of the 
new divinities. 

There is no point in the annals of the first planting of Christianity 

1 In some respects it seems that the osity of the Athenians. Unless it were 
influence of the court was increased meant to he emphatic, it would almost 
under the Homans. have the appearance of an interpola- 

* Some are of opinion that he was tion. The phrase in ver. 19 is a word 
forcibly apprehended and put on a for- of general import. See Acts ix. 27. 
mal trial. It may be argued that, if 3 There is indeed an apparent re- 
a public address was all that was re- semblance between Acts xvii. 32, and 
qurred, the Pnyx would have been Acts xxiv. 25, but even in the latter 
more suitable than the Areopagus, passage, Felix is rather setting aside 
But we need not suppose the crowd an irksome subject than giving a judi- 
about St. Paul to have been very _ cial decision, 
great; and though the Pnyx might be 4 Acts xvii. 21. 

' equally accessible from the Agora, and 5 Tradition says that he was _ the 
more convenient for a generaT address, first bishop of Athens. The writings 
the Areopagus was more appropriate attributed to him, which were once so 
for a discourse upon religion. We are famous, are now acknowledged to be 
disposed, too, to lay great stress on the spurious, 
verse (21) which 'speaks of the curi- 
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which leizes so powerfully on the imagination of those who are 
familiar with the history of the ancient world. Whether we contrast 
the intense earnestness of the man who spoke, with the frivolous 
character of those who surrounded him,—or compare the certain 
truth and awful meaning of the Gospel he revealed, with the worth¬ 
less polytheism which had made Athens a proverb in the earth,—• 
or even think of the mere words uttered that day in the clear 
atmosphere, on the summit of Mars’ Hill, in connection with the 
objects of art, temples, statues, and altars, which stood rouijd on 
every side,—we feel that the moment was, and was intended to be, 
full of the most impressive teaching for every age of the world. 
Close to the spot where he stood was the Temple of Mars. The 
sanctuary ‘ of the Eumenides was immediately below him ; the 
Parthenon of Minerva facing him above. Their presence seemed to 
challenge the assertion in which he declared here, that in temples 
made with hands the Deity does not dwell. In front of him, towering 
from its pedestal on the ftick of the Acropolis,—as the Borromean 
Colossus, which at this day, with outstretched hand, gives its bene¬ 
diction to the low village of Arona ; or as the brazen statue of the 
armed angel, which from the summit of the Castel S. Angelo spreads 
its wings over the city of Rome,—was the bronze Colossus of 
Minerva, armed with spear, shield, and helmet, as the champion of 
Athens. Standing almost beneath its shade, he pronounced that the 
Deity was not to be likened either to that, the work of Phidias, or to 
other forms in gold, silver, or stone, graven by art, and man's device, 
which peopled the scene before him.’ 1 Wherever his eye was 
turned, it saw a succession of such statues and buildings in every 
variety of form and situation. On the rocky ledges on the south 
side of the Acropolis, and in the midst of the hum of the Agora, 
were the ‘ objects of devotion ’ already described. And in the 
northern parts of the city, which are equally visible from the Areo¬ 
pagus, on the level spaces, and on every eminence, were' similar 
objects, to which we have made no allusion,—and especially that 
Temple of Theseus, the national hero, which remains in unimpaired 
beauty, to enable us to imagine what Athens was when this temple 
was only one among the many ornaments of that city, which was 
* crowded with idols.’ _ 

In this scene St. Paul spoke, probably in his wonted attitude, 2 
‘ stretching out his .hand ;’ his bodily aspect still showing what he 
had suffered from weakness, toil, and pain ; 3 and the traces of sad¬ 
ness and anxiety mingled on his countenance with the expression 
of unshaken faith. Whatever his personal appearance may have 
been, we know the words which he spoke. And we are struck with 
the more admiration, the more narrowly we scrutinise the character¬ 
istics of his address. To defer for the present all consideration of 
its manifold adaptations to the various characters of his auditors,_ we 
may notice how truly it was the outpouring of the emotions which, 
at the time, had possession of his soul. The month spoke out of the 

1 Wordsworth’s Athens and Attica, by temples, 
p. 77. The word ‘graven ’ (Acts xvii. 2 See p. 139 and the note. 

29)" should be noticed. The Apostle 3 See the account of what took place 

was surrounded bv sculpture as well as at Philippi, and compare p. 251. 
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fulness of the heart. With an ardent and enthusiastic eloqudhcajhe 
gave vent to the feelings which had been excited by all that he had 
seen around him in Athens. We observe, also, how the whole 
course of the oration was regulated by his own peculiar prudence. 
H«i was placed in a position, when he might easily have been 
ensnared into the use of words which would have brought down 
upon him the indignation of all the city. Had he begun by 
attacking the national gods in the midst of their sanctuaries and 
with the Areopagites on the seats near him, he would have been in 
almost as great danger as Socrates before him. Yet he not only 
avoids the snare, but uses the very'difficulty of his position to make 
a road to the convictions of those who heard him. He becomes a 
Heathen to the Heathen. He does not say that he is introducing 
new divinities. He rather implies the contrary, and gently draws his 
hearers away from polytheism by telling them that he was making 
known the God whom they themselves were ignorantly endeavouring 
to worship. And if the speech is characterised by St. Paul’s pru¬ 
dence, it is marked by that wisdom of his Divine Master, which is 
the pattern of all Christian teaching. As our Blessed Lord used the 
tribute-money for the instruction of His disciples, and drew living 
lessons from the water in the well of Samaria, so the Apostle of the 
Gentiles employed the familiar objects of Athenian life to tell them 
of what was close to them, and yet they knew not. He had care¬ 
fully observed the outward appearance of the city. He had seen 
an altar with an expressive, though humiliating, inscription. And, 
using this inscription as a text , 1 he spoke to them, as follows, the 
Words of Eternal Wisdom. 


ux e Kso\ra“° Ye men of Athens, all things which I behold hear £ 
b&hXtade- witness to your carefulness in religion . 8 For as T 2 
«StiX” hlp passed through your city, and beheld the objects of 2 
wSSSprfng. your worship, I found amongst them an altar with this 
inscription, TO THE 3 UNKNOWN GOD. Whom, 
therefore, ye worship, though ye know Him not, 
Him declare I unto you. 

SSW 9 od ’ who m ^ e world and all things therein,: 
xITro^a^ seeing that He is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth 
BMdatha not j n temples made with hands . 4 Neither is He■ 


1 The altar ereqj|d to Pity, above 
alluded to, was once used in a similar 
manner. The Athenians were about 
to introduce gladiatorial shows, and 
Demonax the Cynic said : * Do not do 
this till you have first thrown down 
the altar of Pity.’ 

* The mistranslation of t-hiS verse in 
the Authorised Version is much to be 
regretted,, because it entirely destroys 
the graoefUl courtesy of St. Paul’s 
opeumg address, and represents him 
»$ beginning his Speech by offending 
his audience. 

3 Although there is no article before 
the adjective, yet we need not scruple 


to retain the definite article of the Au¬ 
thorised Version; for although, if we 
take the expression by itself, ‘To AN 
Unknown God ’ would be a more cor¬ 
rect translation, yet if we consider the 
probable origin (see above) of these 
altars erected to unknown gods, it will 
be evident that ‘ To THE Unknown 
'God’ would be quite as near the sense 
of the inscription upon any particular 
one of such altars. Each particular 
aljar was devoted to the unknown god 
to whom it properly belonged,, though 
which of the gods it might be the de¬ 
dicator knew not. 

' 4 Here again (as at Antioch in Pbi- 
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served V the hands of men, as though He needed 
anything; for it He that givefch unto all life, and 
breath, and all things. And He made of one blood 1 
all the nations of mankind, to dwell upon the face of 
the whole earth; and ordained to each the appointed 
seasons of their existence, and the bounds of their 
7 habitation. That they should seek God, a if haply Man was 
they might feel after Him and find Him, though He Sbii'S? 1S»w- 
be not far from every one of us, for in Him we live mShAfS? 

8 and move and have our being; as certain also offototSwiMUM 
your own poets 3 have said evenwhm'u 

" was adorned 

* For we are also His offspring. ’ 

Forasmuch, then, as we are the offspring of God, 
we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto 
gold, or silver, or stone, graven by the art and device 
of man. 

Howbeit, those past times of ignorance God hath ood hadover- 
overlooked; 4 but now He commandeth all menbm^no* 
everywhere to repent, because He hath appointed top'™*™for 
a day wherein He will judge the world in right- meat. * u *' 
eousness, by that Man whom He hath ordained; 
whereof He hath given assurance unto all,® in that SlSftiiJSJid 
He hath raised Him from the dead. ™tion rwur ' 


St. Paul was here suddenly interrupted, as was no doubt fre¬ 
quently the case with his speeches both to Jews and Gentiles. 
Some of those who listened broke out into laughter and derision. 
The doctrine of the ‘ resurrection ’ was to them ridiculous, as the 
notion of equal religious rights with the ‘ Gentiles ’ was offensive 


tlia) we find St. Paul employing the haps, account for St. Paul’s familiarity 
very words of St. Stephen. Acts vii. with his writings. His astronomical 
™ poems were so celebrated, that Ovid 

1 * Of one blood excluding the declares his fame will live as long as 
boastful assumption of a different ori- the sun and moon endure. How little 
gin claimed by the Greeks for them- did the Athenian audience imagine 
selves over the barbarians. It is not that the poet’s immortality would 
necessary to take the frords together really be owing to tim quotation made 
so as to mean * He caused to dwell,' as by the despised pWvincial who ad- 
“■“oiuterpreters maintain. dressed them. Nearly the same words 

. The reading of MSS. A. B. G. H. occur also in the hymn of Cleanthes. 
s L God -’ not‘Lord’) is the best. [See p. 4, n. 2, and p. 284, n. 4. The 
The quotation is from Aratus, a opening lines of this hymn have been 
Greek poet, who was a native of Cili- thus translated:— 

°**» a Circumstance which would, per- „ 

‘ Thou, who amid the Immortals art throngd the highest in glory, 

Giver and Lord of life, who by law dispoeest of all things, 

Known tar many a name, yet One Almighty for ever. 

Hall, O Zens 1 for to Thee should each mortal voice be uplifted: 

Of spring are toe too of Otiiie, we and all that is mortal around os.’ 

-SeA netettiupon St. ■ Paul’s speech be found in the originaL 
«* Lystra. ", Ifishould be observed that * Observe the coincidence between 
no such metaphor as ‘ winked at ’ is to this sentiment and that in Bom. i. 4. 
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and intolerable to the Hebrew audience at Jerusalem.* Others 0 f 
those who were present on the Areopagus said, with courteous indif¬ 
ference, that they would ‘.hear him again on the subject.’ The 
words were spoken in the spirit of Felix, who had no due sense of 
{he importance of the matter, and who waited for ‘a convenient 
t season. Thus, amidst the derision of some, and the indifference 
' of others , 3 St. Paul was dismissed, and the assembly dispersed. 

But though the Apostle ‘ departed ’ thus ‘ from among them,’ 
and though most of his hearers appeared to be unimpressed, yet 
manV of them may have carried away in their hearts the seeds of 
truth, destined to grow up into the maturity of Christian faith and 
practice. We cannot fail to notice how the sentences of this inter¬ 
rupted speech are constructed to meet the cases in succession of 
every class of which the audience was composed. Each word in 
the address is adapted at once to win and to rebuke. " The Athenians 
were proud of everything that related to the origin of their race and 
the home where they dwelt. St. Paul tells them that he was struck 
by the aspect of their city ; but he shows th^m that the place and 
the time appointed for each nation’s existence are parts of one great 
scheme of Providence ; and that one God is tlie common Father of 
all nations of the earth. For the general and more ignorant popu¬ 
lation, some of whom were doubtless listening, a word of approbation 
is bestowed on the care they gave to the highest of all concerns ; 
but they are admonished that idolatry degrades all worship, and 
leads men away from true notions of the Deity. That more educated 
and more imaginative class of hearers, who delighted in the diversi¬ 
fied mythology which personified the operations of nature, and local¬ 
ised the divine presence 9 in sanctuaries adorned by poetry and art, 
are led from the thought of their favourite shrines and customary 
sacrifices, to views of that awful Being who is the Lord of heaven 
and earth, and the one Author of universal life. ‘ Up to a certain 
point in this high view of the Supreme Being, the philosopher of the 
Garden, as well as of the Porch, might listen with wonder and ad¬ 
miration. It soared, indeed, high above the vulgar religion; but in 
the lofty and serene Deity, who disdained to dwell in the earthly 
temple, and needed nothing from the hand of man, the Epicurean 
might almost suppose that he heard the language of his own teacher. 
But the next sentence, which asserted the providence of God as the 
active, creative energy,—as the conservative, the ruling, the or¬ 
daining principle,—annihilated at once the atomic theory, and the 
government orblind chance, to which Epicurus ascribed the origin 
and preservation of the universe.’ 4 And when the Stoic heard the 
Apostle say that we ought to rise to the contemplation of the Deity 
without the intervention of earthly objects, and that we live and 
move and have our being in Him—it might have seemed like an 


1 Acts xxii. 22. 

* Some commentators find again hr 
these two elaaaea the Stoics and Epi¬ 
cureans. It la not necessary to make 
so preciM a division. 

*The sacred grottoes in tbs rocks 
within viawftotn the Areopagus should 
be remembered, as well as the temples 


Ac. See Wordsworth. 

< MU man's History of Christianity, 
vol. ii. p. 18. See his obaarvaUcna on 
the whole speech. He remarks, in a 
note, the coincidence of fit. Paul's 
' n ee din g nothing’ with the ‘nihil 
neetri * of the Epicurean Ln- 


indiga t 
cretins. 
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echo or* hi* own thought 1 —until the proud philosopher learnt that 
it was no pt... ^heiitio diffusion of power and order of which the 
Apostle spoke, bus a living centre of government and love—that 
the world was ruled, not by the iron necessity of Fate, but by the 
providence of a personal God—and that from the proudest philoso¬ 
pher repentance and meek submission were sternly exacted. Above 
all, we are called'Upon to notice how the attention of the whole* 
audience is ooncentered at the last upon Jesus Christ, though 
His name is not mentioned in the whole speech. Before St. Paul 
was taken to the Areopagus, he had been preaching * Jesus anti the 
resurrection * and though his discourse was interrupted, this was 
the last impression he left on the minds of those who heard him. 
And the impression was such as not merely to excite or gratify an 
intellectual curiosity, but to startle and search the conscience. Not 
only had a revival from the dead been granted to that man whom 
God had. ordained—but a day had been appointed on which by 
Him the world must be jadged in righteousness. 

.Of the immediate .results of this ‘speech we have no further 
knowledge, than thaf Dionysius , 3 a member of the Court of Areo¬ 
pagus, and a woman whose name was Damons , 3 with some others, 
were induced to join themselves to the Apostle, and became converts 
to Christianity. How long St. Paul stayed in Athens, and with what 
sucoess, cannot possibly be determined. He does not appear to 
have been driven away by any tumult or persecution. We are 
distinctly told that he waited for some time at Athens, till Silas and 
Timotheus should join him; and there is some reason for believing 
that the latter of these companions did rejoin him in Athens, ana 
was dispatched again forthwith to Macedonia. ' The Apostle him¬ 
self remained in the province of Achaia, and took up his abode at 
its capital on the Isthmus. He inferred, or it was revealed to him, 
that the Gospel would meet with a more cordial reception there than 
at Athens. And it is a serious and instructive fact that the mercan¬ 
tile populations of Thessalonica and Corinth received the riiessage 
of God with greater readiness than the highly educated and polished 
Athenians. Two letters to the Thessalonians, and two to the Co¬ 
rinthians, remain to attest the flourishing state of those Churches. 
But we possess no letter written by St. Paul to the Athenians; and 
we do not read that he was ever in Athens again . 8 

Whatever may have been the immediate results of St. Paul’s 
sojourn at Athens,Its reed fruits are those which remain to us still. 
That speech on the Areopagus is an imperishable monument of the 
first victory of Christianity over Paganism. To make a sacred 
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application of the voids used by the Athenian historian, t it was 
* no mere effort for the moment,’ but it is a ‘perpetual possession,’ 
wherein the Church finds ever fresh supplies of wisdom and guidance. 
It is in Athens we learn what is the highest point to which unassisted 
liuman nature can attain; and here we learn also the language which 
( the Gospel addresses to a man on his proudest eminence of unaided 
strength. God, in His providence, Has preserved to us, in fullest 
profusion, the literature which unfolds to us all the life of the 
Athenian people, in its glory and its Bhame; and He has ordained 
that*one conspicuous passage in the Holy Volume should be the 
speech, in which His servant addressed that people as ignorant 
idolaters, called them to repentance, and warned them of judgment. 
And it can hardly be deemed profane,- if we trace to the same Divine 
Providence the preservation of the very imagery which surrounded 
the speaker—not only the sea, and the mountains, and the sky, 
which change not with the decay of nations—but even the very 
temples, which remain, after wars and revolutions, on their ancient 
pedestals in astonishing perfection. We are thus provided with a 
poetic and yet a truthful commentary on the words that were 
spoken once for all at Athens; and Art and Nature have been com¬ 
missioned from above to enframe the portrait of that Apostle, who 
stands for ever on the Areopagus as the teacher of the Gentiles. 




Coin of Athens.* 


' Thuc. 1.22. statue of Minerva Prcmachus, faring 

* From the British Museum. This the west, 
com shows the position of the colossal 
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CHAPTER XI. 

• 

Letters to Thessalonica written from Corinth.—Expulsion of the Jews firora 
Rome.—Aquila and Priscilla.—St. Paul’s Labours.—Arrival of Timothy and 
Silas. —First Epistle to the Thessalonians .—St. Paul is opposed bv the Jews, 
and turns to the Gentiles.—His Vision.— Second Epistle to the Thessalonians. 
—Continued Beaidence in Corinth. 


Whbk St. Paul went from Athens to Corinth, he entered on a scene 
very different from that which he had feft. It is not merely that 
his residence was transferred from a free Greek city to a Roman 
colony ; as would have been the case had he been moving from 
Thessalonica to Philippi . 1 His present journey took him from a 
quiet provincial town to the busy metropolis of a province, and from 
tne seclusion of an ancient university to the seat of government and 
trade . 9 Once there had been a time, in the flourishing age of the 
Greek republics, when Athens had been politicaUy greater than 
Corinth: but now that the little territories of the Levantine cities 
were fused into the larger political divisions of the empire, Athens 
had only the memory of its pre-eminence, while Corinth held the 
keys of commerce and swarmed with a crowded population. Both 
cities had recently experienced severe vicissitudes, but a spell was 
on the fortunes of the former, and its character remained more en¬ 
tirely Greek than that of any other place : s while the latter rose from 
its ruins, a new and splendid city, on the Isthmus between its two 
seas, where a multitude of Greeks and Jews gradually united them¬ 
selves with the military colonists sent by Julius Caesar from Italy , 4 
and were kept in order by the presence of a Roman proconsul . 4 

The connection of Corinth with the life of St. Paul and the early 
Progress of Christianity, is so close and eventful, that no student of 
Holy Writ ought to be satisfied without obtaining as correct and 
dear an idea as possible of its social condition, and its relation to 
other parts of the Empire. This subject will era considered in the 


' See above, p. 267. 

, 9 A Journey In the first century 
™ Athens to Corinth might almost 
a °* compared to a Journey, in the 
^eighteenth, from Oxford to London. 
. for the probabilities of St. Paul’s actual 
routa sea notes on p. 819. 

* See the preceding chapter on 
Athens. 

4 At Um Siam of the Republic Corinth 
*■ eudrely destroyed. Thus we find 
Omms travailing; net by Corinth, but 


by Athens. But Julius Cassr esta¬ 
blished the city on the Isthmus, in the 
form of s colony; and the mercantile 
population hocked back to their old 
place; so tRat Corinth rose with great 
rapidity, till it waa a city of the second 
rank in the Empire. The historical 
details will be given in the next chapter. 

4 Acta xvilL 12 shows that the pro¬ 
vince of Achaia was proconsular. See, 
under Cyprus, pp. 116-117. 



vtfS The Life and Episties of St. Paul. [ch. 

succeeding chapter. At present another topic demands feur chief 
attention. Wjiare now arrived at thatpoint in the life of 8t. Paul 
when his first Epistles were written. This fact is ascertained, not 
by any direct statements either in the Acts or the Epistles themselves, 
but by circumstantial evidence derived from a comparison of these 
''documents with one another. 1 Such a comparison enables us to ' 
perceive that the Apostle’s mind, on his arrival at Corinth^was still 
turning with affection and anxiety towards his converts at Thessalo- 
nica. In the midst of all his labours at the Isthmus, his thoughts 
were continually with those whom he had left in Macedonia; and 
though the narrative 3 tells us only of his tent-making and preaching 
in the metropolis of Achaia, we discover, on a closer inquiry, that the 
Letters to the Thessalonians were written at this particular crisiB. 
It would be interesting, in the case of any man whqse biography has 
been thought worth preserving, to find that letters full of love and 
wisdom had been written at a time when no traces would have been 
discoverable, except in the letters themselves, of the thoughts which 
had been occupying the writer’s mind. Such unexpected association 
of the actions done in one place with affection retained towards 
another, always seems to add to our personal knowledge of the man 
whose history we may be studying, and to our interest in the pur¬ 
suits which were the occupation of his life. This is peculiarly true 
in the case of the first Christian correspondence, which-has been pre¬ 
served to the Church. Such has ever been the influence of letter¬ 
writing,—its power in bringing those who are distant near to one 
another, and reconciling those who are in danger of being estranged; 
—such especially has been the influence of Christian letters in de¬ 
veloping the growth of faith and love, and binding together the dis¬ 
located members of the body of Our Lord, and in making each 
generation in succession the teacher of the next,—that we have 
good reason to take these Epistles to the Thessalonians as the one 
chief subject of the present chapter. The earliest occurrences which 
took place at Corinth must first be mentioned: but for this a few 
pages will suffice. 

The reasons which determined St. Paul to come to Corinth (over 
and above the diacouragemen he seems to have met With in Athens) 
were, probably, twofold. In \he first place, it was a large mercantile 
city, in immediate connection with Rome and the West of the 
Mediterranean, with Thessalonica and Ephesuf in the ACgean, and 
with Antioch and Alexandria in the East . 3 The Gospel once esta¬ 
blished in Corinth, would rapidly spread everywhere. And, again, 
from the very nature of the city, the Jews established there were 
numerous. Communities of scattered Israelites were found in various 
parts of the provinoe of Achaia,—in Athens, as we have recently 
seen, 4 —in Algos, as we learn from Philo.—in Boeotia and Euboea. 
But their chief settlement must necessarily have been in that city, 
whioh But only gave opportunities of trade by land along the Isthmus 
between the Morea ana the Continent, but received in its two har¬ 
ass tie arguments below, p. 804, * For full details, ass - tbs sett 

at chapter. . . 

* Acta xviii. 1-4. * Sec tba preceding chapter, p. WO. 
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boors tWfc skips of the Eastern and Western seas. A religion which 
ms first to be planted in the synagogue, and was thence intended to 
aostter its seeds over all parts of the earth, could nowhere find a 
more favourable soil than among the Hebrew families at Corinth.' 

At this particular time there was a greater number of Jews in, 
the city than usual j for they had lately been banished from Borne , 
by command of the Emperor Claudius. * The history of this edict is 
involved in some obscurity. But there are abundant passages in the 
cotemporary Heathen writers which show the suspicion and dislike 
with which the Jews were regarded. 3 Notwithstanding the geifbral 
toleration, they were violently persecuted by three successive Em¬ 
perors; 4 and there is good reason for identifying the edict men¬ 
tioned by St. Luke with that alluded to by Suetonius, who says that 
Claudius drove (he Jews from Borne because they were incessantly 
raising tumults at the instigation of a certain Chrestus. * Much has 
been written concerning this sentence of the biographer of the 
Ctesars. Some have held tl2at there was really a Jew called Chrestus, 
who had excited political disturbances, bthers that the name is used 
by mistake for Christus, and that the disturbances had arisen from 
the Jewish expectations concerning the Messiah, or Christ. It seems 
to us that the last opinion is partially true ; but that we must trace 
this movement not merely to the vague Messianic idea entertained 
by the Jews, but to the events which followed the actual agpearanoe 
of the Christ. We have seen how the first progress of Christianity 
had been the occasion of tumult among the Jewish communities in 
the provinces 3 ; and there is no reason why the same might not 
have happened in the capital itself. 7 Nor need we be surprised at 
the inacourate form in which the name occurs, when we remember 
how loosely more careful writers than Suetonius express themselves 
concerning the affairs of the Jews. 11 Chrestus was a common name ;• 
Christus was not: and we have a distinct statement by Tortullian 
and Lactantius 10 that in their day the former was often used for the 
latter. 11 ' 

Among the Jews who had been banished from Rome by Claudius 
and had settled for a time at Corinth, were two natives of Pontua, 
whose names wore Aquila and Priscilla. 13 We have seen before 


1 See what has been said above on 
T hins s i a ntes. > 

3 Acta xvUi. % 

* Tacitus, for instance, and Juvenal. 
See the quotation from Cice o, p. 288, 

* Four thousand Jews _w Jewish pro¬ 
selytes 'were sent as convicts by JW- 

to tike island of Sardinia. The 


dir e ctl y religious persec u tion of 
has bean mentioned previ- 
SpL IT. p. 92. 

Words ns quoted p- 888, n. 6. 


raott dmetl 

astbJThn 


7 Christianity must have barn mom 
or lese known in Rome since the return 
of the Italian Jews from Pentecost 
(Acts ii.). 

3 Even Tacitus. 

* Moreover, Christus and Chrtttus 
are pronounced alike in Romaic. 

13 See the passages quoted by Dean 
Milman {Hist, of Ckristtcuuty, I. p. 480), 
who remafks that these tumgHs at 
Rome, excited by the mutual hostility 
of Jews and Christiana imply that 
Christianity moat already have made 
considerable pr o gr es s them. 

" See pp. it, 100, sad Tee. As 
xv. 44. 

n Acts xrfiL X 
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(Chap. VHI.) that Pontus denoted a province of Asia Miiftr on the 
shores of the Eiuxine, and we have noticed some political facts which 
tended to bring thteprovince into relations with Judsea.J Though, 
indeed, it is hardly necessary to allude to this: for there were Jewish 
colonies over every part of Asia Minor, and we are expressly told that i 
Jews from Pontus heard St. Peter’s first sermon 1 2 3 and read his first - 
Epistle. 3 Aquila and Priscilla were, perhaps, of that number. 
Their names have a- Roman form ; 4 and we may conjecture that 
they were brought into some connection with a Roman family, similar 
to mat which we have supposed to have existed in the case of St. 
Paul himself. 3 * We find they Were on the present occasion forced 
to leave Rome ; and we notice that they are afterwards addressed 4 
as residing there again ; so that it is reasonable to suppose that 
the metropolis was their stated residence. Yet,we observe that 

they frequently travelled ; and we trace them on the Asiatic coast 
on two distinct occasions, separated by a wide interval of time. 
First, before their return to Italy (Actta xviii. 18, 26 ; 1 Cor. xvi. 
19), and again, shortly before the martyrdom of St. Paul (2 Tim. ’ 
iv. 19), we find them at Ephesus. From the manner in which 
they are referred to as having Christian meetings in their houses, 
both at Ephesus and Rome, 7 we should be inclined to conclude that 
they were possessed of some considerable wealth. The trade at 
which they laboured, or which at least they superintended, was the 
manufacture of tents, 8 the demand for which must have been con¬ 
tinual in that age of travelling, —while the cilieitim, 9 or hair-clotli, 
of which they were made, could easily be procured at every large 
town in the Levant. 

A question has been raised as to whether Aquila and Priscilla 
were already Christians, when they met with St. Paul. 10 Though it 
is certainly possible that they may have been converted at Rome, 
we think, on the whole, that this was probably not the case. They 


1 Especially the marriage of Polemo 
with Berenice, p. 20 and p. 190. 

* Acts li. 9. 

» 1 Pet. i. 1. 

4 See p. 122, also p. 89. From the 
mention of Priscilla as St. Paul’s 
‘fellow-labourer,’ and as one of the 
instructors of Apollos, we might natu¬ 
rally infer that she was a woman of 
good education. Her name appears in 

2 Tim. ir. 19 (also, according to the 

best MSS., in Rom. xvi. 8), under the 
form ‘ Prisca.’ So, in Latin authors, 
* Li via’ and ‘ LivUla,' • Drusa' and 

4 Drurilla,’ are used of the same person. 

Prisca is well known as a Roman name. 

It lv well worthy of notice that in 

both cases St. Paul mentions the name 

of Priscilla before that of Aquila. This 

conveys the imp r ess ion that she was 

the snore energetic character of the two. 
Sas the notice o t theee two Christians 
by the Ar c h d ea c o n Evans (Script 


Bum.), ami his remarks on the pro¬ 
bable usefulness of Priscilla with refer¬ 
ence to female converts, the training of 
Deaconesses, die. Compare the note on 
Rom. xvi. 8. 

3 P. 88. 

6 Rom. xvi. 8. 

7 Rom. xvi, 3; 1 Cor. xvi 19. 

8 Many meanings have been given 
by the commentators to the word,— 
weavers of tapestry, saddlers, mathe¬ 
matical instrument makers, rope- 
makers. But nothing is so probable 
as that they were eimpfy makers of 
those hair-moth tents, which are still 
in constant use in the Levant. That 
they were manufacturers of the doth 
itself is less likely. 

* An account of this cloth it given 
in Chap. II. p. 40. See p. 184, and p. 
864. 

N Seethe various eooMMHtetonb 
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are singly classed with the other Jews who were expelled by Clau¬ 
dius ; and we are told that the reason why St. Paul * came and 
attacheddumself to them’ 1 was not becauafgthey had a common 

> religion, but because they had a common trade. There is no doubt. 

> however, that the connection soon resulted in their conversion to 
Christianity.* The trade which St. Paul’s father had taught him in* 
his youth 3 was thus the means of procuring him invaluable asso¬ 
ciates in the noblest work in which man wtfs ever engaged. No 
higher example can be found of the possibility of combining diligent 
labour in the common things of life with the utmost spirituality of 
mind. Those who might have "visited Aquila at Corinth in the 
working-hours, would have found St. Paul quietly occupied with the 
same task as his fellow-labourers. Though he knew the Qospel to 
be a matter of. life and death to the soul, he gave himself to an 
ordinary trade with as much zeal as though he had no other occu¬ 
pation. It is the duty of every man to maintain an honourable 
independence ; and this, he felt, was .peculiarly incumbent on him, 
for the sake of the Gospel he came to proclaim. 4 He knew the 
obloquy to which he was likely to be exposed, and he prudently 
prepared for it. The highest motives instigated his diligence in the 
commonest manual toil. And this toil was no hindrance to that 
communion with God, which was his greatest joy, and the source of 
all his peace. While he ‘ laboured, working with his own hands^’ 
among the Corinthians, as he afterwards reminded them, 3 —in his 
heart he was praying continually, with thanksgiving, on behalf of 
the Thessalomans, as he says to them himself" in the letters which 
he dictated in the intervals of his labour. 

This was the first scene of St. Paul’s life at Corinth. For the 
second scene we must turn to the synagogue. The Sabbath 7 was a 
day of rest. On that day the Jews laid aside their tent-making and 
their other trades, and, amid the derision of their Gentile neigh¬ 
bours, assembled in the house of prayer to worship the God,of their 
ancestors. There St. Paul spoke to them of the ‘ mercy promised 
to their forefathers,’ and of the ‘ oath sworn to Abraham,’ being 
‘performed.’ There his countrymen listened with incredulity or 
conviction ; and the tent-maker of Tarsus ‘reasoned’ with them 
and ‘endeavoured to persuade’ 8 both the Jews and the Gentiles^, 
who were present, to believe in Jesus Christ as the promised Mes¬ 
siah and the Saviour of the World. 

While these two employments were proceeding,—the daily labour 
in the workshop, and the weekly discussions in the synagogue,— 
Timotheua and Silas returned from Macedonia." The effect produced 


> Acts xvtii 2. 

* They wen Christians, end able to 
instruct others, when St. Peal left 
mein at Ephesus, on hie voyage from 
Corinth to Syria. See Ante xvtii. 18, 

ML 

is said ebove in reference 
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m eet with the 


subject again in the Epistles to the 
Conntlflana. * i Cor. Iv. 12. 

* 1 These. L 2,11.18 ; 2 Tbeee. i 11. 

7 fee Acta xvtii. 4. 

* This is the tense of the imperfect. 

* Acte xvtii, 6. We may ntsark 
hem, that SUaa and Timotbene wen 
probably the ‘brethren* who brought 
the collection mentioned, 2 Cor. xC 9. 
Compare PhO. hr. U. 
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by their arrival 1 seems to have been an instantaneous inornate of the 
zeal and energy with which St. Paul resisted the opposition, which 
was even nowbeginxung to hem in the progress of the truth. The 


e 1 Thera are some difficulties and 
differences of opinion, with regard to 
the movements of $ilas and Timotheus, 
between the time' whea^St. Paul left 
them in Macedonia and tneir rejoining 
him ip Aohaia. 

The facts which are distinctly stated 
are as follows. (1.) Silas and Time- ' 
theus were left at Bercea (Acts xvii. 
14) when St. Paul went to Athens. 
We are not told why they were left 
there, or what commissions they re¬ 
ceived ; but theSipostle sent a message 
from Athens (Acts xvii. 16) that they 
should follow him with all speed, and 
(Acts xvii. 16) he waited for them 
there. (2.) The Apostle was rejoined 
by them when at Corinth (Acts xviii. 
6). We are not informed how they 
had been employed in the interval, but 
they came ‘ from Macedonia.’ It is not 
distinctly said that they came together, 
but the impression at first sight is that 
they did. (8.) St. Paul informs us 
(1 Thess. ill. 1), that he was ‘ left in 
Athens alone,’ and that this solitude 
was in consequence of Timothy having 
teen sent to Thessalonica (l Thess. 
lii. 2). Though it is not expressly 
stated that Timothy was sent from 
Athens, the first impression is that he 
was. 

£ Thus there is a seeming discrepancy 
between the Acts and Epistles;' a 
journey of Timotheus to Athens, pre¬ 
vious to his arrival with Silas at Co- 
jfintb, appearing to be mentioned by 
St. Paul, and to be quite unnoticed by 
St. Luke. 

r Paley, in the Bora Paulina, says 
that the Epistle ‘ virtually asserts that 
Timothy came to the Apostle at Athens,’ 
and assumes that it is * necessary ’ to 
suppose this, in order to reconcile the 
history with the Epistle. And he points 
out three intimations in the history, 
which make the arrival, though not 
expressly mentioned, extremely pro¬ 
bable: first, the message that they 
dlohld come with all speed f secondly, 
the fact of his waiting fbr them;- 
thirdly,.the abeenoe of any appearance 
of hMgn te Ms departure from Athens 
to CnBltliSi* Penl had ordered Timothy 
to MiSMiwtwtthoat delay: be waited 
on purpose that rimotfar 
l up with him, add hi'stayed 



there as long as his own choice led him 
to continue. 

This explanation is satisfactory. But 
two others might be suggested, whicli 
would equally remove the difficulty. 

It is not expressly said that Tlmo- 
theus was sent from Athens to Thes- 
salonica. St. Paul was anxious, as we 
have seen, to revisit the Thessalonians; 
but since he was hindered^ft'em doing 
so, it is highly probable (as Hemsen 
and Wieseler supp&se) that he may 
have sent Timotheus to them from 
Bercea. Silas might be sent on some 
similar commission, and thia would ex¬ 
plain why the two companions were 
left oehind in Macedonia. This would 
necessarily cause St. Paul to be ‘left 
alone in Athens.’ Such solitude was 
doubtless painful to him; but the spi¬ 
ritual good of the new converts was / 
at stake. The two companions, after/ 
finishing the work entrusted to them, 
finally rejoined the Apostle at Corinth. 
[We should observe that the phrase 
is ‘ from Macedonia,’ not ‘ from Bercea.’] 
That he ‘ waited for them ’ at Athens 
need cause us no difficulty : for in those 
days the arrival of travellers could 
not confidently be known beforehand. 
When he left Athens and proceeded to 
Corinth, he knew that Silas and Timo¬ 
theus could easily ascertain his move¬ 
ments, and follow his steps, by help of 
information obtained at the synagogue. 

But, again, we may reasonably sup¬ 
pose, that in the course of St. Paul’s 
stay at Corinth, he may have paid a 
second visit to Athens, after the first 
arrival of Timotheua and Silas from 
Macedonia; and that daring aomeauch 
visit he may have sent Timotheus to 
Thessalonica. This view may be taken 
without our supposing, wits BOttger, 
that the Pint Epistle to the Theses 
lonians was written at Athens. Schra¬ 
der and others imagine a visit to that 
city at a later period of his life; but 
this view cannot be admitted without 
deranging the argument* for the data 
of 1 Thess^ which was evidently writ¬ 
ten soon after leaving Macedonia. 

Two ferther remarks may be added, 
fl.) If Timothy did ndobiSt. Paul at 
Athens, we need net infer kl 
was not with him, ftmn the i 
the name of Sties is not 
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remarkable word * which is used to describe the ‘pressure’ which 
he experienced at 'this moment in the course of his teaching at 
Corinth, is the sanie which is employed of our Lord Himself in a 
solemn passage of the Gospels,* when He says. ‘ I have a baptism to 
be baptized with ; and how am I straitened till it be accomplished.’ 
He who felt our htonan difficulties has given us human help to ai«f 
us in what He requires us to do. When St. Paul’s companions re¬ 
joined him, he was reinforced with new earaqptness and vigour in 
combating the difficulties which met him. He acknowledges himself 
that he was at Corinth ‘ in weakness, and in fear and much trem¬ 
bling ; but ‘ God, who comfortatlrthoae that are cast down, com¬ 
forted him by the arrival ’ 4 of his friends. It was only one among 
many instances we shall be called to notice, in which, at a time of 
weakness^.‘ he saw the brethren and took courage.’ 5 

But this%as not the only result of the arrival of St. Paul’s com- • 
panions. Timotheus 6 had been sent, while St. Paul was still at 
Athens, to revisit and establish the Church of Thessalonica. The 
news he brought on his return to St. Paul caused the latter to write 
to these beloved converts; and, as wo have already observed, the 
letter which he sent them is the first of his Epistles which has been 
preserved to us. It seems to have been occasioned partly by his 
wish to express his earnest affection for the Thessalonian Christians, 
and to encourage them under their persecutions ; but it was also 
called for by some errors into which they had fallen. Many of the 
new converts were uneasy about the state of their relatives or friends, 
who had died Bince their conversion. They feared that these de¬ 
parted Christians would lose the happiness of witnessing their Lord’s 
second coming, which they expected soon to behold. In this ex¬ 
pectation others had given themselves up to a religious excitement, 


It is usually taken for granted that the 
second arrival of Timothy (1 Thess. 
iii. 6 ) is identical with the coming of 
Silas and Timotheus to Corinth (Acts 
xyiii. 5 ) • but here wc see that only 
Timothy is mentioned, doubtless be¬ 
cause he was most recently and fami¬ 
liarly known at Thessalonica, and per¬ 
haps, also, because the mission of Silas 
was to some other place. (2.) On the 
other hand, it is not necessary to as¬ 
sume, because Silas and Timotheus arc 
mentioned together (Acts xviii. 6 ), that 
they came together. All conditions are 
satb&ed If they came about the same 
time. If they were sent on missions to 
two different places, the times of their 
return would not necessarily coincide. 
[ Something may be implied in the form 
of the Greek phrase, ‘Silas at well at 
Tisnotheus.’l In considering all these 
journeys, it is very needful to take into 
account that they would be modified 
by the settled or unsettled state of the 
country with regard to banditti, and 
by the venous opportunities of travel¬ 


ling, which depend on the season and 
the weather, and the sailing of vessels, 
Hindrauces connected with some suotf 
considerations may be referred to in 
Phil. iv. 10. 

1 The state of mind, whatever it was, 
is clearly connected with the coming or 
Timothy and Silas, and seems to imply 
incressing zeal with increasing oppo¬ 
sition. ‘ Inatabat verbo.’ Compare 
ierf Y «s. 1 Thess. iii. 7. The A. VgksU 
on an incorrect reading, thou^Buit . 
general result is the same. Hackett’s 
note is very much to the purpose. ‘ He 
wat engrotted with the word. The 
arrival of his associates relieved him 
from anxiety which had pressed heavily 
upon him; and he could now devote 
himself with unabated energy to his 
work.’ 

9 Luke xii. 60. 

> 1 Cor. ii. 8 . 

4 2 Cor. vii. 8 . , * 

1 Acts xxviii. 15. See aiWre on his 
solitude In Athens, p. 278. 

• See shove, p.2M. 

y 
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under the influence of which they persuaded themselves &at they 
need not continue to work at the business of their oaubiga, hut might 
claim support from the richer members of the Church. 'Outers, 
again, had yielded to the same temptations which afterwards influ¬ 
enced the Corinthian Church, and despised the gift of prophesying 1 
In comparison with those other gifts which afforded mojre opportunity 
for display. These reasons, and others which will appear in the letter 
itself, led St. Paul to write to the Thessalonians as follows;— 

„ I'lRST EPISTLE TO .'fHE THESSALONIANS.* 

Sstaution. PAUIn. and Silvanua, and Timothens, TO THEii 
GHUwCH OP THE THESSALONIANS, iff God 
onr Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

’ Orace 8 be to you and peace. 4 

SfrtSfooa? I give* continual thanks to God for you all, and 
«nk>n. make mention of you in my prayers without ceasing', 


1 1 These; v. 20. 

* * The correctness of the date here 
assigned to this Bristle may be proved 
as follows :—(l.)Ttp was written not 
long after the cooTetiion of the Thes¬ 
salonians (1 These. 1. 8, 9), while the 
tidings of it were still spreading (the 
■verb Is in the present tense) through 
Macedonia and Achain, and while St. 
Paul could speak of himself as only 
taken from them for a short season 
(jh-These, ii. 17). (2.) St. Paul had 
Men recently at Athens (iii. 1), and 


JKn recently at Athens (Hi. 1), and 
wad already preached in Achaia (i. 7, 
8). (8.) Timothens and Silas were 

jmtt returned (Hi. 6) from Macedonia, 
which happened (Acts xviil. 5) soon 
“after St. Paul’s first arrival at Corinth. 

We have already observed (Chap. IX. 
a 966), that the character of these 
Bristles to the Thessalonians proves 
how predominant was the Gentile ele¬ 
ment in that church, and that they 
sue among the very few letters of St. 
Pan! hi which not a single quotation 
fjMm the Old Testament is to be found. 
•Sheuae, however, of the word ‘Satan’ 
sjrjhsm M. 18, and 2 Thess. ii. 9) 
JwgMp'he riHnoed as implying tome 
[3K|W knowledge of judafsm in 
fpRan to whom the letter was ad¬ 
dressed. See also the note on 2 Thess. 
■ U.8. ; ' 

_ 1 TMs minutiae occurs in all St. 
RrikWiSlis, except the three Pes- 


4 The remainder of this verse has 
been introduced into the Textus Be- 
ceptus by mistake in this places where 
it is not found in the bemiMSR, It 
properly belongs to 2 Thess. Uf, 

5 It is Important to obacfm la this 
place, once for ail, that St. Paul uses 
‘we,’ according to the idiom of many 
ancient writers, where a modern writer 
would use ‘ I.' Great confusion is 
caused in many passages by not trans¬ 
lating, according to Ms true meaning, 
in the first person lingular : for thus 
it often happens, that wbat be spoke 
of Mmself individually, appears to us 
«if it were meant for a general truth: 
instances will occur repeatedly of this 
in the Epistles to the Corinthians, 
especially the Second. It might have 
been supposed, that when 8t. Paul 
associated others with himself in the 
salutation et the beginning of an 
Epistle, he meant to Indicate that the 
Epistle proceeded from them as well as 
from himself; but an examination of 
the body of the Bristle will always 
convince us that such was not the 
case, but that he waa the sole author. 
For example, in the p r ese n t Epistle, 
SUvanus and Timotbsua are joined 


sent Timothy ear brother.’ 
wAo was it who though ' 
at Ath e ns alone? Ph 
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rtanembhn ng, in the presence of oar God and Father, 
the working of year faith, and the labours of your 
ioye^ and the BtealhBteeaB of your hope of oar Lord 
Jesus Christ* jiethren, beloved by God, I know 
hew Ged hacuohofsn yon; for my Glad-tidings came 
to yon, not only in word, but also in power; with the 
might of the Ha|y Spirit, and with the foil assur¬ 
ance of belief.* As you, likewise, know the manner 
in which I behaved myself among youj for your 
sakes. Moreover you followed in my steps, and in 
the steps of theiSord ; and you received the wpfcd in 
great tribulation; 3 with joy which came frara the* 

Holy Spirit. And thus yon have become patterns to 
; all the believers in Macedonia and in Acnaia. For 
from you the word of ijie Lord has been sounded 
forth,* and not only has its sound beeh heard in Mace¬ 
donia and Achaia, but also in every place the tidings 
of your faith towards God have been spread abroad, 
l so that I have no need to speak of it at all. For 
others axe tolling of their own accord, 3 concerning 
me, what welcome yon gave me, and how yotufbr- 
sook y<m£ idols, and turned to serve God, thff'tnring 
land fjhs&true; and to wait for His Son from the 
heavens, vfrhom He raised from the dead, even Jeans 
our deliverer from the coming wrath. 

I For, you know yourselves, brethren, that my ljrjremjgg 
I coming amongst yon was not fruitless; but after I own 
had borne suffering and outrage (as yon know) at 
Philippi, I trusted in my God, and boldly declared 
to you God’s Glad-tidings, in the midst of great 
B contention. For my exhortations are not prompted 
by imposture, nor by lasciviousness, nor do I speak in 


ttaos (who is here expressly excluded) 
aw Silvantu (who probably did not 
*$oh> St. Paul HU afteifirards at Co- 
nnth, Acta xviii. 6, and sea the note, 
P- SOS) being included. Ch. iii. 0 is 
w* Was dedsire—» but now that 11- 
nothcmlajuat coma to ns from you*— 
when we remember that Sitvanua came 
whit Tfanotbaua. Several other pas- 
aana hr the Epistle move the same 
hut thaaa may suffice. 

t aometimea the ancient 

• writer apolm of Mm- 

* la more graceful, and 
that! the modern 




of the very often conveys a eon- 
fused idea of the meaning; and It ap¬ 
pears better, therefore, to translate 
according to the modern idiom. 

1 St. Paul ia here referring to the 
time when he first visited and con¬ 
verted the Tbesaalonianat the ‘hope’*' 
spoken of was the hops of oar Lora’s 
coming. 

* In illustration of the word hate we 
mar refer to Bom. air. 5, and Bob. a .. 
SL 

* This trfbula lfcyt bey br ought omy 
themaalvas teeaiving the OospaL 

n. 4. 
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guile. 1 Bat as God ban proved my fitness %or theiii 
charge of the Glad-tidings, so I speak, not seeking 
to please men but God, who proves our hearts. For 5 
never did I use flattering words, as y'ou know; nor 
hide covetousness under fair pretences (God is wit- 6 
ness) ; nor did I seek honour from men, either from 
you or others; although I might have been burden¬ 
some, as Christ’s apostle. 2 But I behaved myself; 
among you with gentleness; and as a nurse cherishes 
her own children, 3 so In my fond affection it was my 8 
joy to give you not only the Glad-tidings of God, 
but my own life also, because you were dear to me. 
For you remember, brethren, my toilsome labours ; 9 
how I worked both night and day, that I might not 
be burdensome to any of you, while I proclaimed to 
you the message 4 which I bore, the Glad-tidings of 
God. Ye are yourselves witnesses, and God also is in 
witness, how holy, and just, and unblamable, were 
my dealings towards you that believe. You know 11 
how earnestly, as a father his own children, I ex¬ 
horted, and entreated, and adjured each one among 
you to walk worthy of God, by whom you are called 12 
into His own kingdom and glory. 

Wherefore I also give continual thanks to God, be- 13 
cause, when you heard from me the spoken word® of 
God, you received it not as the word of man, but, as 
it is in truth, the word of God; who Himself works 
effectually in you that believe. For you, brethren, 14 
followed in the Bteps of the churches of God in 
Judeea, which are in Christ Jesus, inasmuch as 
you suffered the like persecution from your own 
countrymen, which they endured from the Jews; 


1 In this and the following verses, Our Lord had given to His apostles 
we have allusions to the accusations the right of being so maintained. St. 
brought against St. Paul by his Jewish Paul folly explains his reasons for not 
opponents. He would of course have availing himself of that right in several 
been accused of impotture, as the passages, especially 1 Cor. ix.; and he 
preacher of a miraculous revelation; here takes care to allude to his poeaes- 
the charge of impurity might also sion of the right, while mentioning 
have been suggested to impure minds, his renunciation of it. Cf. 2 Thess. 
as connected with the conversion of iii. 9. 

female proselytes; the chafge of are*- 3 ‘ Her own children.* See p. 253, 
mg <o jmose assn, was repeated by the . n. 10. It will be observed, also, that we 
Judalsera in Galatia. See Gal. i. 10. adopt a different punctuation from that 
1 One of the grounds upon which which has led to the received version. 
St. Panl’a Jutl airing opponent* denied * The original word involves tbs 
hie apostolic authority, waa the foct idea of a keruid pro clai m tm g a mraaga. 
that he (in general) refused to be * Literally word r eesfo s d by kmrwtg, 
maintains ^ by hla eonverta, whsreaa. La tpo bm word. Cf. Bom- x. M. 
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15 who hilled both the Lord Jeans, and the prophets, 
and who have driven me forth [from city to city '] ; a 

16 people displeasi&g to God, and enemies to all man- 
j kind, who would hinder me from speaking to the 
j Gentiles for their salvation : continuing always to fill 

np the measure Of their sins; but the wrath [of God] 
has overtaken them to destroy them.* 

1 ; But I, brethren, having been torn from you for a exj****! m* 
short season (in presence, not in heart), sought very uf?". *° *** 

is earnestly, to behold you [again*] face to face.® Where, 
fore I, Paul (ffe my own part), desired to visit you 
j 19 once and again) but Satan hindered me. For what 
j is my hope or joy ? what is the crown wherein I 

| glory P what but your own selves, in the presence of 

j 20 our Lord Jesus Christ pt His appearing. 4 Yea, you 
are my glory and my joy. • 

|ii. l Therefore, when I was no longer able to for- And hi. joy in 
bear, I determined willingly to be left at Athens !h»i r r «u- 

2 alone; and I sent Timotlieus, my brother, and TimJiiwuI. 
God’s fellow-worker 5 in the Glad-tidings of Christ, 

that he might strengthen your constancy, and 

3 exhort. you concerning your faith, that none of 
you should waver in tlieso afflictions; since you 
know yourselves that such is our appointed lot, 

4 for when I was with you, I forewarned you that 
affliction awaited ns, as you know that it befel. 

5 For this cause, I also, when I could no longer 
forbear, sent to learn tidings of your faith j fearing 
lest perchance the tempter had tempted you, ana 

6 lest my labour should be in vain. But now that 
Timotheus has returned from you to me, and lias 
brought me the glad tidings of your faith and 
love, and that you still keep an affectionate re¬ 
membrance of me, longing to see me, as 1 to see 

T you—I have beyn comforted, brethren, on your 
behalf, and all my own tribulation and distress 6 

8 has been lightened by your faith. For now 1 

9 live, 7 if you be stedfast in the Lord. What thank s- 


1 Referring I to bis recent expulsion 
from Theesakmica and Beraa. 

* More literally, ‘ to make an end of 
them.’ 


* See what is said in the preceding 
chapter In connection with Beroea. 

„ ' The antici native blending of the 
AriWe with the present here 1* parallel 
«Uh and explains Rom. li. 16,16. 


3 There is tome doubt about the' 
reading l»re. That which we adopt U 
analogous to 1 Cor. iii. V. The bold¬ 
ness of the expression probably led to 
the variation in the MSS. On the 
fact mentioned in these two wm a, see 
the note at p. 802 above. * 

* See p. 80S, and note. 

7 Compare Rom. vii. 9. 
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giving can I render to God for yon, for*aU the 
joy which you cause me in the presence of my 
God P Night and day, I pray exceeding earnestly iii 
to see yon face to face, and to complete what is 
yet wanting in your faith. Now, may our God 11 
and Father Himself, and onr Lord Jesus, 1 direct 
my path towards yon. Meantime, may the Lord is 
cause you to increase and abound in love to one 
another and to all men ; even as I to yon. And 13 
so may He keep your hearts stedfast and unblam¬ 
able in holiness, in the presence of our God and 
Father, at the appearing of our Lord Jesus, with all 
his saints. 

Furthermore, brethren, I beseech and exhort iv 
you in the name of the .Lord Jesus, that, as I 
taught you hovv to walk that you might please 
God, you would do so more and more. For you 2 
know what commands I delivered to you by the 
authority of the Lord Jesus. This, then, is the 3 
will of God, even your sanctification; that you 4 
should keep yourselves from fornication, that each 
of you should learn to master his body,* in sancti¬ 
fication and honour; not in lustful passionB, like 5 
the Heathen who know not God; that no man e 
wrong his brother in this matter by transgression.* 
All such the Lord will punish, as I forewarned 
you by my testimony. For God called us not to 7 
uncleanness, but His calling is a holy calling. 4 
Wherefore, he that despises these my words, de- 8 
apises not man but God, who also has given unto 
mo * His Holy Spirit. 

Concerning brotherly love it is needless that 19 
should write to you ; for ye yourselves are taught 
by God to love one another ; as you show by deeds l( 
towards all the brethren through the whole of 
Macedonia. But I exhort you, brethren, to abound 11 


1 The word tor ‘Christ’ is omitted 
by the best MSS. both here and in 
verse 18. 

* The original cannot mean to poi- 
»•*»! it means, to gam potonuon of, to 
aeqatro for one’* own am. The use of 
‘vessel ’ tot boA/ is common, ami 
found 2 Cor. iv. 7. Now a man may 
be said to gain possession of Ms men 
Mg when ha subdues those lusts 
which tana to destroy his mastery 
over it. Hence the interpretation 


which we have adopted. 

* The reading, adopted In the re¬ 
ceived Text, is allowed by all modem 
critics to be wrong. The obvious 
translation is, * in the matter in ques¬ 
tion.’ 

'4 Literally *ln holiness,’ not 'unto 
holiness,’ as in A. V. 

4 We have retained ‘**’ with the 
Received Text, on the ground of con¬ 
text ; although the weight of MS 
authority is in fsvour of 1 you.’ 
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still mSre ; and be it your ambition to live quietly, 
and to mind your own concerns; 1 * * and to work 
u with your own hands (as I commanded you) ; that 
the seemly order of your lives may be manifest to 
those without* and that you may need help from no 
man.* 

is But I would not have you ignorant, brethren, 
concerning those who are asleep, that you sorrow 
Knot like other men who have no hope.* For if 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, so also 
will God, through Jesus, 4 bring back those who 
is sleep, together with Him. This I deolare to you, 
in the word of the Lord, that we who are living, 
who survive to the appearing of the Lord, shall 
is not come before those* who sleep. For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaveh with the shout 
of war, 5 * the Archangel’s voice, and the trumpet 
of God; and first the dead in Christ 8 shall rise; 

17 then we the living, who remain, shall be caught up 
with them among the clouds 7 to meet the Lord in 
the air; and so we shall be for ever with the Lord. 

18 Wherefore comfort* one another with these words. 

1 But of the times and seasons, brethren, you need The 

3 not that I should write to you. For yourselves 
know perfectly that the day of the Lord will come 

8 as a robber in the night; and while men say Peace 
and Safety, destruction shall come upon them in a 
moment, as - the pangs of travail upon a woman 

4 with child ; and they shall find no escape. But 
you, brethren, are not in darkness, that The Day 
should come upon you as the robber on sleeping 

5 men; * for you are all the children of the light and 

1 The original expression is almost 
equivalent to * be ambitions to be un¬ 
ambitious.’ * 

* It seems better to take this as 
masculine than as neuter. We may 
compare with these verses the similar 
directions in the speech at Miletus 
Acta xx. 

* This hopelessness in death is il- 
lustrated by the funeral inscriptions 
found at IlMasalonica, referred to p. 

255. 

4 This connection is more natural 

than that of the Authorised Version. 

‘ The word denotes the shout used 

in buttle. 

* Equivalent to ‘ they that sleep in 
Chrtrt? (i Cor. xv. 18.) 


7 [‘Borne aloft from earth by up- 
hearing clouds’ as it is rendered by 
Professor Ellicott in his Historical tec¬ 
tum oh the Life of our Ix>rd, p. 284. 
See his note there, and in his Chaus, 
on 1 Thesa. it, if.) 

* This verb, originally to eaU to one's 
side, thence sometimes to comfort, 
more usually to exhort, must be trans¬ 
lated according to the context. [See on 
Oamabaf, pp. 97,98,188, and notes, tr.) 

* There is some authority for the 
accusative plural,—* as the daylight 
surprises robbers;' and this sort of 
transition, where a word suggests a 
rapid , change from one metaphor to 
another, la not unlike the style of St. 
Paul. We may add that the A. V. in 
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of the day. We are not' of the night, nor <k dark¬ 
ness ; therefore let us not sleep as do others, hut y 
let ns watch and be sober; for they who slumber ? 
slumber in the night; and they who are drunken’ 
ore drunken in the night; but let us, who are of8 
the day, be sober ; putting on faith and love for a 
breast-plate; and for a helmet, the hope, of salva- 
tion For not to abide His wrath, but to obtain 9 
salvation, hath God ordained ns, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who died for us, that whether we 10 
wake or sleep we should live together with Him 
Wherefore exhort one another, and build one another 11 
up,' even as you already do. 

J ^seech you, brethren, to acknowledge those la 
rwmw. who are labouring among you; who preside over 
you m the Lord*s name, and give you admonition. 

I beseech you to esteem them vory highly in love, n 
- for their work’s sake. And maintain peace amonj? 
yourselves. B 


Postsckipt [addressed to the Presryters (?)].* 

yoo, brethren, I exhort; admonish the dis- u 
orderly, encourage the timid, support the weak, be 
patient with all. Take heed that none of you return 15 
evil for evil, but strive to do good always, both to 
one another and to all men. Rejoice evermore; 16 
pray without ceasing; continue to give thanks 17 
whatever lie your lot; for this is the will of God, 
in Christ Jesus concerning you. Quench not [the 19 
manifestation of] the Spirit; think not meanly of* 20 


translating the word ‘thief,' both here 
and elsewhere, gives an inadequate con¬ 
ception of the word. It is in fact the 
modern Greek ‘ klcpht,’ and denotes 
a bandit, who comes to murder as 
well as to steal. For the meaning of 
1 The Day * (the great day, the day of 
Judgment), compare 1 Cor. iii. 13. 

1 The frill meaning is, ‘build one 
another up, that you may all together 
grow into a temple of God.’ The 
word is frequently used by St- Paul 
In this sense, which is Ihlly explained 
l Cor. iii. 10-17. It is very difficult 
to express the meaning by any single 
word in English, ana yet it would 
weaken the expression too much if it 
were diluted into a periphrasis frilly 
ex pressing its meaning. 

* It appears probable, as Chrysostom 


thought, that those who are here di¬ 
rected ‘to admonish ’ are the same 
who are described immediately before 
(ver. 12) as‘givingadmonition.’ Also 
they are very solemnly directed (ver. 
27) to see that ftie letter be read to all 
the Christians in Thessalonica; which 
*eems to imply that they presided over 
the Christian assemblies. At the same 
time it must be admitted that many of 
the duties here enjoined are duties of 
all Christiana. 

3 We know, from the First Epistle 
to Connth, that this warning was not 
unneeded in the early church. (See 1 
Cor. xiv.) The gift of prophesying 
(i.c. inspired preaching) had lem the 
appearance of a supernatural gift than 
several of the other charisma; and 
hence it was thought little of by those 
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Si prop's layings; fay all [wbioh the prophets utter] ; 

ssreject 1 the false, but keep the good; hold your¬ 
selves aloof from every form of evil. 4 

2 .i Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you concluding 
wholly; and may your spirit and soul and body all S3uution£ 
together be preserved blameless, at the appearing 

24 of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is He who calls 
you; He will fulfil my prayer. 

26 Brethren, pray for me. Greet all the brethren 

27 with the lriss of holiness. 3 I adjure you, 4 in the 
name of the Lord, to see that this letter be read to 
all the * brethren. 

28 ® The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 7 £"'£05,. 


The strong expressions used in this letter concerning the malevo¬ 
lence of the Jews, lead ns to suppose that tlio Apostle was thinking 
not only of their past opposition at Thessalonica, 8 but of the 
difficulties with which they were beginning to surround him at 
Corinth. At the very time of his writing, that same people who 
had ‘ killed the Lord Jesus and their own prophets,’ and had already 
driven Paul ‘ from city to city,’ were showing themselves 1 a people 
displeasing to God, and enemies to all mankind,’ by endeavouring 
to hinder him from speaking to the Gentiles for their salvation 
(1 Thess. ii. 16, 16). Such expressions would naturally be used in 


who sought more for display than edi¬ 
fication. 

1 This word includes the notion of 
rejecting that which does not abide the 
test. 

* Not * appearance * (A. V.), but 

rpecict under a gentt*. 

* This alludes to the same custom 
which ts referred to in Rom. xvi. 10; 
1 Cor. xvi. 20; 2 Cor. xUi. 12. We 
find a ftill account of it, as it was 
practised in the early •church, in the 
Apoetalic Cbnstitutione (book ii. ch. 57). 
The men and women were placed in 
separate parts of the building where 
they met for worship: and then, be¬ 
fore receiving the Holy Communion, 
the men kissed the men, and the women 
the women: before the ceremony, a 
proclamation was made by the prin¬ 
cipal deacon:— 1 Let none hear malice 
against any; let none do it in hypo¬ 
crisy.’ ‘Then,’ it is added, ‘let the 
men salute one another, and the women 
me another, with the kiss at the 
bti’ It should be remembered by 
BagKsh readers, that a kiss was in 


ancient times (as, indeed, it is now in 
many foreign countries) the ordinaiy 
mode of salutation between fliends 
when they met. 

4 Wham does he adjure here ? 
Plainly those to whom, in the first 
instance, the letter was addressed, or 
rather delivered. Now these must 
probably have been the Presby ters. 

The word for ‘ holy' is omitted 
in the best MSS. 

s It should be remarked, that this 
concluding benediction is used by St. 
Paul at the end of the Kpistlea to the 
Romans, Corinthians (under a longer 
form in 2 Cor.), Galatians, Ephe¬ 
sians, Philippian*, and TheaaakmJans. 
And, in a snorter form, it is used also 
at the end at all his other Epistles. It 
seems (from what he says is 2 These, 
iii. 17, 18) to have been always written 
with his own hand. 

i The ‘Ames' of the Received Text 
is a later addition, not found is I he beat 
MSS. 

* See above; Chap. IX 
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a letter written under the circumstances described in the Acts 
(xviii. 6), when the Jews were assuming the attitude of an organised 
and systematic resistance, 1 * and assailing the Apostle in the language 
-f blasphemy,* like those who had accused our Saviour of casting 
ut devils by Beelzebub. 

Now, therefore, the Apostle left the Jews, and turned to the 
Gentiles. He withdrew from his own people with one of those 
symbolical actions, which, in the East, have all the expressiveness 
of language, 3 and which, having received the sanction of our Lord 
Himself, 4 * are equivalent to the depunciation of woe. He shook the 
dust off his garments, 6 and proclaimed himself innocent of the blood 0 
of those who refused to listen to the voice which offered them salva¬ 
tion. A proselyte, whose name was Justus, 7 opened his door to the 
rejected Apostle ; and that house became thenceforward the place 
of public teaching. While he continued doubtless to lodge with 
Aqpiila and Priscilla (for the Lord had said 8 that His Apostle should 
abide in the house where the ‘ Son of peace’ was), he met his flock 
in the house of Justus. Some place convenient for general meeting 
was evidently necessary for the continuance of St. Paul’s work in 
the cities where he resided. So long as possible, it was the syna¬ 
gogue. When he was exiled from the Jewish place of worship, or 
unable from other causes to attend it, it was such a place as provi¬ 
dential circumstances might suggest. At Rome it was his own hired 
lodging (Acts xxviii. 30) ; at Ephesus it was the School of Tyrannus 
(Acts xix. 9). Here at Corinth it was a house ‘contiguous to the 
synagogue,’ offered on the emergency for the Apostle’s use by one 
who had listened and believed. It may readily be supposed that 
no convenient place could be found in the manufactory of Aquila 
and Priscilla. There, too, in the society of Jews lately exiled from 
Rome, he could hardly have looked for a congregation of Gentiles ; 
whereas Justus, being a proselyte, was exactly in a position to 
receive under his roof indiscriminately, both Hebrews and Greeks. 

Special mention is made of the fact, that the house of Justus was 
‘ contiguous to the synagogue.’ We are not necessarily to infer 
from this that St. Paul had any deliberate motive for choosing that 
locality. Though it might be that he would show the Jews, as in a 
visible symbol, that ‘ by their sin salvation had come to the Gentiles, 
to provoke them to jealousy,’ 0 —while at the same time he remained 
as near to them as possible, to assure them o£ his readiness to re¬ 
turn at the moment of their repentance. Whatever we may surmise 
concerning the motive of this choice, certain consequences must 
have followed from the contiguity of the house and the synagogue, 
and some incident resulting from it may have suggested the mention 
of riie fact. The Jewish and Christian congregations would often 


1 St. Luke here uses s military term. 

1 Compare Matt. xii. 24-31. 

3 See Acts xiii. 51 [p. 145]. 

‘ Mark vi. 11. 

3 Acts xviii. 6. 

* See Acts v. 28, xx. 26. Abo 

Exek. xxxiii. 8, 8' and Matt, xxvii. 

24, 


7 Nothing more is known of him. 
The name U Latin. 

* Luke x. 6, 7. St. Paul •abode’ 
(imp.) in the bouse of Aquila and 
Priscilla (ver. 8), while it is merely said 
that ha • went to ’ (aar.) that of Jm 
(ver. 7). 

• Rom. xi. II. 
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meet face to face in the street ; and all the success of the Gospel 
would beoome more palpable and conspicuous. And even if we leave 
out of view such considerations as these, there is a certain interest 
attaching to any phrase which tends to localise the scene of Apos¬ 
tolical labours. When we think of events that we have witnessed,* 
we always reproduce in the mind, however dimly, some image of 
the pla<» where the events have occurred. This condition of human 
thought is common to us and to the Apostles. The house of John’s 
mother at Jerusalem (Acts xii.), the proseucha by the water-side at 
Philippi (Acts xvi.), were associated with many recollections in the 
minds of the earliest Christians. And when St. Paul thought, even 
many years afterwards, of what occurred on his first visit to Corinth, 
the images before the * inward eye’ would be not merely the general 
aspect of the houses and temples of Corinth, with the great citadel 
overtowering them, but the synagogue and the house of Justus, the 
incidents which happened in their neighbourhood, and the gestures 
and faces of those who encountered eac& other in the street. 

If an interest is attached to the places, a still deeper interest is 
attached to the persons, referred to in the history of the planting of 
the Church. In the case of Corinth, the names both of individuals 
and families are mentioned in abundance. The family of Stephanas 
is the first that occurs to us ; for they seem to have been the earliest 
Corinthian converts. St. Paul himself spoaks of that household, in 
the first Epistle to the Corinthians (xvi. 15), as ‘ the first fruits of 
Achaia.’ 1 Another Christian of Corinth, well worthy of the recol¬ 
lection of the Church of after ages, was Cains (1 Cor. i. 14), with 
whom St. Paul found a home on his next visit (Rom. xvi. 23), as 
he found one now with Aquila and Priscilla. Wo may conjecture, 
with reason, that his present host and hostess had now given their 
formal adherence to St. Paul, and that they left the synagogue with 
him. After the open schism had taken place, we find the Qhurch 
rapidly increasing. ‘ Many of the Corinthians began to believe, 
when they heard, and came to receive baptism.’ (Acts xviii. 8.) We 
derive some information from St. Paul’s own writings concerning 
the character of those who became believers. Not many of the 
philosophers,—not many of the noble and powerful (1 Cor. i. 20)— 
but many of those who had been profligate and degraded (1 Cor. 
vi. 11) were called. The ignorant of this world were chosen to 
confound the wise ; pnd the weak to confound the strong. From 
St. Paul’s language we infer that the Gentile converts were more 
numerous than the Jewish. Yet one signal victory of the Gospel 
over Judaism must be mentioned here,—the conversion of Crispus 
(Acts xviii. 8),—who, from his position as ‘ ruler of the synagogue,’ 
may be presumed to have been a man of learning and high cha¬ 
racter, and who now, with all his family, joined himself to the new 
community. His conversion was felt to be so important, that the 
Apostle deviated from his usual practice (1 Cor. i. 14-16), and 

1 In Bom. xvi. 6 we bold ‘ Asia ’ to Epwnetus was a member of the hoose- 
» undoubtedly the right reading. See hold of Stephanas, and thus we might 
note on the passage. If, however, the reconcile 1 Cor. xvi. 14 with Kom. 
•vsdlng * Acnaia 1 were retained, we xvi. ft. 

•bould be at liberty to suppose that 
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baptized him, as well as Cains and the household of Stephanas, 
with his own hand. 

Such an event as the baptism of Crispus must Have had a great effect 
in exasperating the Jews against St. Paul. Their opposition grew 
■With his success. As we approach the time when the second letter 
to the Thessalonians was written, we find the difficulties of his 
position increasing. In the first Epistle the writer’s mind is almost 
entirely occupied with the thought 6f what might be happening at 
Thessalonica: .in the second, the remembrance of his own pressing 
trial seems to mingle more conspicuously with the exhortations and 
warnings addressed to those who“ are absent. He particularly asks 
for the prayers of the Thessalonians, that he may be delivered from 
the perverse and wicked men around him, who wore destitute of 
faith. 1 It is evident that he was in a condition of fear and anxiety. 
This is further manifest from the words which were'heard by him in 
a vision vouchsafed at this critical period. 2 * We have already had 
occasion to observe, that su«h timely visitations were granted to the 
Apostle, when he was most in need of supernatural aid.* In the 
present instance, the Lord, who spoke to him in the night, gave him 
an assurance of His presence, 4 and a promise of safety, along with 
a prophecy of good success at Corinth, and a command to speak 
boldly without fear, and not to keep silence. From this we may 
infer that his faith in Christ’s presence was failing,—that fear was 
beginning to produce hesitation,—and that the work of extending 
the Gospel was in danger of being arrested. 5 * The servant of God 
received conscious strength in the moment of trial and conflict; and 
the divine words were fulfilled in the formation of a large and 
flourishing church at Corinth, and in a safe and continued residence 
in that city, through the space of a year and six months. 

Not many months of this period had elapsed when St. Paul found 
it neoessary to write again to the Thessalonians. The excitement 
which he had endeavoured to allay by his first Epistle was not ar¬ 
rested, and the fanatical portion of the church had availed themselves 
of the impression produced by St. Paul’s personal teaching to increase 
it. It will be remembered that a subject on which he had especially 
dwelt while ho was at Thessalonica,® and to which he had also alluded 
in his first Epistle, 7 was the second advent of Our Lord. We know 
that our Saviour Himself had warned His disciples that ‘ of that day 
and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but the 
Father only ; ’ and we find these words remarkably fulfilled by the 
fact that the early Church, and even the Apostles themselves, ex¬ 
pected 8 their Lord to come again in that very generation. St. Paul 
himself shared in that expectation, but being under the guidance 


1 See below, 2 These, ill, 2. 

» AcU xviil. 9, 10. * 

* See p. 217. 

4 Compare Matt. xxviii. 20. 

* Observe the strong expressions 
which St. Paul himself uses (1 Cor. 

ii. 8) of his own state of mind during 

this stay at Corinth. 

* Ashe himself reminds his readers 


(2 These, ii. 5), and as we find in the 
Acts (xvii. 7). See p. 262. 

7 1 Thess. v. 1-11. 

.* [Professor Ellicott, In his note on 
1 Thews. iv. 16, deprecates the inference 
that the Apostle definitely expected 
the second Advent to occur in his own 
lifetime. H.] 
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of the Spirit of : Truth, he did not deduce therefrom any erroneous 
practical conclusions. Some of his disciples, on the other hand, 
inferred that, if indeed the present world were so soon to come to 
an end, it was useless to pursue their common earthly employments 
any longer. They forsook their work, and gave themselves up to 
dreamy expectations of the'future ; so that the whole framework or 
society in the Theasalonian Church was in danger of dissolution. • 
Those who encouraged this delusion, supported it by imaginary 
revelations of the Spirit : 1 and they even had recourse to forgery, 
and circulated a letter purporting to be written by St. Pain,* m 
confirmation of their views. To.check this evil, St. Paul wrote his 
second Epistle. In this he endeavours to remove their present 
erroneous expectations of Christ’s immediate coming, by reminding 
them of certain signs which must precede the second advent. He 
had already told them of these signs when he was with them; and 
this explains the extreme obscurity of his description of them in 
the present Epistle ; for .he was not giving new information, but 
alluding to facts which he had already explained to them at an 
earlier period. It would have been well if this had been remem¬ 
bered by all those who have extracted such numerous and dis¬ 
cordant prophecies and anathemas from certain passages in the 
following Epistle. 


SECOND EPISTLE TO THE THESSALONIANS. 3 

1 PAUL, and Silvan us, and Timotheus, TO THE 8 * , “ UUo °- 

CHURCH OP THE THESSALONIANS, in 
God our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father 

and our Lord Jesus Christ. 


3 I 4 am bound to give thanks to God continually Eocour«*«. 
on your behalf, brethren, as is fitting, because ofth*?rt«nw? 
the abundant increase of your faith, and the over- a!th!£SZT 
flowing love wherewith you are filled, every one ofSliuf/. 

♦ you, towards each other. So that I myself boast 


of you among trite churches c 

* 2 The**, a. 2. 

* 2 These, il. 2. Compare ill. 17. 
Perhaps, however, tbeee expressions 
may admit of being explained as re¬ 
ferring to the rumour of a letter. 

* It la evident that this Epistle was 
written at the time here assigned to it, 
soon alter the first, from the following 
consideration*:— 

(t) The state of the Theasalonian 
Church de s cri bed in both Epistles is 
almost exactly the same. (A.) The 
s um s excitement prevailed concerning 


God, for your sted- 

the expected advent of Our Lord, only 
in a greater degree. (B.) The same 
party continued fanatically to neglect 
their ordinary employments. Compare 
2 These, iii. 6-14 with 1 These, iv. 10- 
12, and l^Thess. ii. 9. 

(2) Silas end Timotbeus were still 
with St. PauL 2 Them. i. 1. It should 
be observed that Tirootbeus was next 
with St.Paul at Ephesus; and that, 
before then, Silas disappears from the 
history. 

4 Sss note on 1 These. LA. 
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fastness and faith, in all the persecutions and 
afflictions which you are bearing. And these i. 3 
things are a token that the righteous judgment of 
God will count you worthy of His kingdom, for 
which you are even now.j^ifiering. For doubtless 6 
God’s righteousness cannot but render back trouble 
to those who trouble you, and give to you, who 7 
now are troubled, rest with me , 1 when the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with the angels 
of His might, in flames of fire, taking vengeance 8 
on those who know not God, and will not hearken 
to the Glad-tidings of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
And from 9 the presence of the Lord, and from the 9 
brightness of His glorious majesty, they shall re¬ 
ceive their righteous dooxn, even an everlasting 
destruction; in that day, when He shall come to 10 
be glorified in His saints, and to be admired in all 
believers ; [and you are of that number], for you 
believed my testimony. To this end I pray con- 11 
tinually on your behalf, that our God may count 
you worthy of the calling wherewith He lias called 
you, and mightily perfect within you all the con¬ 
tent of goodness 3 and the work of faith. That 12 
the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in 
you, and that you may be glorified 4 in Him, ac¬ 
cording to the grace of our God, and of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Wumin* But concerning 8 the appearing of our Lord ii. 

petition of ^ esu9 Christ, and our gathering together to meet 

KjKeS" 0 Him, I beseech you, brethren, not rashly to be 2 
shaken from your soberness of mind, nor to be 
agitated either by spirit, 6 or by rumour, or by 
letter 7 attributed to me, 8 saying that the day of 


1 On the use of the plural pronoun, 
aee note on 1 These, i. 8. 

* The preposition here has the sense 
of * proceeding from.’ 

* The same word is used in the sense 

of good will, good pleasure, satisfaction, 
in Luke ii. 14 and Bom. x. 1. The 
A. V. here would require a word to be 
supplied. „ 

* The glory of our Lord at His com¬ 
ing will be manifested in His people 
(see ver. 10) ; that they, by virtue 
of their union with Him, will partake 
of Hia glorious likeness. Cf. Rom. 
vlii. 17, 18, 19. And, even in this 
world, this glorification takes place 


partially, by their moral conformity to 
His image. See Bom. viii. 80, and 
2 Cor. iii. 18. 

4 In respect of, or perhaps (as Prof. 
Jowett takes it) on behalf of, as though 
St. Paul were pleading in honour of 
that day; it is wrongly translated in 
A. V. as an adjuration. 

• i.e. any pretended revelation of 
those who claimed inspiration. 

T See the preceding remarks upon 
the occasion of this Epistle. 

* Literally ‘as though originated be 
me ; ’ the words may include bow 
* spirit,' * rumour,’ and * letter.’ 
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(he Loud is come . 1 Let no one deceive you, by 
any mesas; for before that day, the failing away 
mnst first have come, and.the man of sin be re- 

4 vealed, the son ofi'perdition^ who opposes himself 
and exalts himself against ell that is called God, 

j and against all worship; even to seat himself 1 * in 
the temple of Qod, and openly declare himself a 

5 God. Do you* not remember that when I was still 

[ 6 with yon, I often 5 told you this ? And now you 

j know the hindrance why he is,not yet revealed, in 

? his own season. For the mystery of lawlessness 4 
is already working, only he, who now hinders, will 

8 hinder till he be taken out of the way; and then 
the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord 

j shall consume with the breath of His mouth,® and 

i shall destroy with the brightness o£ His appearing. 

9 But the appearing of that lawless one shall be in 
the strength of Satan’s working, with all the might 
and signs and wonders of falsehood, and all the 

10 delusions of unrighteousness, for those who are in 
the way of perdition; because they received not the 
love of the truth, whereby they might be saved. 

11 For this cause, God will send upon them an inward 
working of delusion, making them believe in lies, 

12 that all should be condemned who have not be¬ 
lieved the truth, but have taken pleasure in un¬ 
righteousness. 

13 But for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, I am K*smruuo«^ 
bound to thank God continually, because He chose iniTLSIilioE 
you from the first unto salvation, in sanctification 

14 of the Spirit, and belief of the truth. And to this 
He called you through my Glad-tidings, that you 
might obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

15 Therefore, brethren, be stedfast, and hold fast the 
teaching which has been delivered to you, whether 


1 literally • is present.’ So the verb 
jf »lw»y» need in the New Testament. 
See Bom. viii. 88 ; 1 Cor. iii. 22 ; Gal. 
i- 4 j 2 Tiro. iii. 1; Heb. ix. 9. 

* The received text interpolates here 
na God,’ bnt the MSS. do not confirm 

this reading. 

* The verb ia in the imperfect. 

4 The proper meaning of tot ia 
°* a aroiianal by law j hence it ia 

°**ju need as a bmwgmtar, or, gene- 
"W a witktd mam, as inyiu ia need 
simply for mlqtatg j but in this 


passage it seems best to keep to thy 
original meaning of the word. 

“ This appears to be an allusion to 
(although not an exact quotation of) 
Isaiah xi. 4 t — ‘ With the breath of 
His lips He shall destroy the impious 
man.’ (LXX. version.) 8ome of the 
Rabbinical commentators applied this 
prophecy (which was probably in 8t 
Paul’s thoughts) to the Messiah's com¬ 
ing, and interpreted * tbs impious * to 
mean an individual opponent of the 
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example. 
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by my words or by my letters. And may our Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father, who 
has loved us, and has given us in His grace a con- 
solation that is eternal, and a hope that cannot fail, 
comfort your hearts, and establish you in all good- i: 
ness both of word and deed. ' ’ 

Finally, brethren, pray for me, that the word ii- 
of the Lord Jesus may hold its onward course, and 
that its glory may be shown forth towards others 
as towards you ; and that 1 may be delivered from 2 
the perverse and wicked ; for not all men have faith. 
But the Lord is faithful, and He will keep you sted- 3 
fast, and guard you from evil. And I rely upon yon 4 
in the Lord, that you are following and will follow 
my precepts. And may the Lord guide your hearts 5 
to the love of God, and to the stedfastness of Christ. ■ 
I charge you, brethren, in the name of the Lord 6 
Jesus Christ, to withdraw yourselves from every 
brother who walks disorderly, and not according 
to the rules which I delivered. For you know 7 
yourselves the way to follow my example ; you know 
that my life among you was not disorderly, nor was 
I fed by any man’s bounty, but earned my bread s 
by my own labour, toiling night and day, that I 
might not be burdensome to any of you. 1 * And this a 
I did, not because I am without the right 9 [of 
being maintained by those to whom I minister], but 
that I might make myself a pattern for you to 
imitate. For when I was with you I often 3 gave lu 
you this rule : ‘ If any man will not work, neither 
let him eat.’ Whereas I hear that some among you 11 
are walking disorderly, neglecting their own work, 
and meddling 4 with that of others. Such, therefore, !-' 
I charge and exhort, by the authority of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to work in quietness, and eat their 
own bread. But you, brethren, notwithstanding, 5 1:1 
bo not weary of doing good. If any man be dis- K 
obedient to my written word, 6 mark that man, and 


1 Compare the speech at Miletus, 
Acts xx. , 

1 See note on 1 Thess. ii. 6. 

* Imperfect. 

4 The characteristic paronomasia 
here, is not exactly translatable into 
English. ‘Susy bodies who do no 
OuiiKw ’ would be an imitation. 

5 i.e. although your kindness may 


have been abused by such idle tres¬ 
passers on your bounty. 

4 Literally, my word [seat] by the 
letter, which probably refers to the 
directions sent in the former letter, 
1 Thess. iv. 11,12. So a previous letter 
is referred to, X Cor. v. 9, and 2 Cor. 
vii. 8. 
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ceast from intercourse with him, that he may be 

15 brought to shame. Yet count him not as an enemy, 

16 but admonish him as a brother. And may the Lord 
of peace Himself give yoti peace in all ways and at 
all seasons. The Lord be with you all. 

17 The salutation of me Paul with my own hand, 
which is my token in every letter. Thus I write. 1 * * 

is The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you gSSlSiSS. 
all.* 


Such was the second of the two letters which St. Paul wrote to 
Thessalonica during his residence at Corinth. Such was the Chris- 
tian correspondence no^ established# in addition to the political and 
commercial correspondence existing before, between the two capi¬ 
tals of Achaia and Macedonia. Along with tlio official documents 
which passed between the governors of the contiguous provinces, 
and the communications between the merchants of the Northern 
and Western Aegean, letters were now sent, which related to the 
establishment of a ‘kingdom not of this world,* 4 * * and to ‘riches 
beyond the discovery of human enterprise. - ' 

The influence of great cities has always been important on tho 
wider movements of human life. We see St. Paul diligently using 
this influence, during a protracted residence at Corinth, for tho 
spreading and strengtliening of tho Gospel in Achaia and beyond. 
As regards the province of Achaia, we have no reason to suppose 
that he confined his activity to its metropolis. The expression used 
by St. Luke 0 need only denote that it was his head-quarters, or 
general place of residence. Communication was easy and frequent, 
by land or by water, 7 with other parts of the province. Two short 
days’ journey to the south were the Jews of Argos, 8 who might be 
to those of Corinth what the Jews of Beru'.a had been to those of 
Thessalonica. 8 About the same distance to the east was the city 
of Athens,' 0 which had been imperfectly evangelised, and could be 
visited without danger. Within a walk of a fow hours, along a 
road busy with traffic, was the sea-port of Cenchreto, known to us 


1 ■ Thus.' With this wo may com¬ 
pare Gat. vi. 11. We have before re¬ 
marked that St. Paul’s letters were 
written by an amanuensis, with the 
exception of an autograph postscript. 
Compare Rom. xvi. 22. 

* ‘ Amen ’ here (as in the end of 

1 These.) is a subsequent addition. 

* Cicero's Cilician Correspondence 

furnishes many specimens of the letters 
which passed between the governors of 

neighbouring provinces. 

* John xviiL 30. 

8 Eph. iil. 8. 


6 Acts xviii. II. 

7 Much of the intercourse in Greece 
has always gone on by small coasters. 
Pouqueville mentions traces of a paved 
road between Corinth and Algos. 

9 See pp. 16 and 299. 

* See auove, p. 262. 

10 Wchavcnotenteredlntotheques- 
tion of St. Paul's journey from Athens 
to Corinth. He mny have travelled by 
the coast road through Eleusis and 
Megara; or a sail of a few hours, with 
a fair wind, would take him from the 
Pinrus to C’enchreie. 
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as the residence of a Christian community.* These wefc> the 
Churches of God (2Thess. i. 4), among whom the Apostle boasted 
of the patience and the faith of the Thessaloniansthe homes of 
*5® aI1 ^ c jj aia ’ (2 Cor. i. 1), saluted at a later period, 

wjth the Church of Connth, in a letter written from Macedonia 
pese Churches had alternately the blessings of the presence and 
the letters—the oral and the written teaching—of St. Paul The 
former of these blessings is now no longer granted to us ; but those 
long and wearisome journeys, which withdrew the teacher so often 
from Ills anxious converts, have resulted in our possession of in¬ 
spired Epistles, in all their freshness and integrity, and with all 
their lessons of wisdom and love. 



1 Bom. xvl. l. 

* Compare 1 Thcss. i. 7, 8. 

3 It is possible that the phrase ‘in 
every place ’ (1 Cor. i. 2) may have the 


, same meaning. . 

4 From the British Museum. For 
a long senes of coins of this character 
see Mionnet and the Supplement, 
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CHAPTER XII. 

• 

The Isthmus and Acroeorintlms.—Early History of Corinth.—Its Trade mul 

Wealth. — Corinth under tile Homans.— Province of Aehuia.—(iallio the 

Governor.—Tumult at Corinth.—Ccnchreie.—Voyage by Ephesus to Caesarea. 

—Visit to Jerusalem.—Antioch. 

• 

Now that we have entered upon the first part of the long series 
of St. Paul’s letters, we segm to be arrived at a new stage of the 
Apostle’s biography. The materials foi*a more intimate knowledge 
are before us. More life is given to the picture. We havo ad¬ 
vanced from the field of geographical description and general history 
to the higher interest of personal detail. Even such details as 
relate to the writing materials employed in the Epistles, and the 
mode in which these Epistles were transmitted from city to city,— 
all stages in the history of an Apostolic letter, from the hand of the 
amanuensis who wrote from the author’s inspired dictation, to tho 
opening and reading of the document in the public assembly of the 
church to which it was addressed,—havo a sacred claim on tile 
Christian’s attention. For the present we must defer the examina¬ 
tion of such particulars. 1 We remain with the Apostle himself, 
instead of following the journeys of his letters to Thessalonica, anil 
tracing the effects which the last of them produced. We havo 
before us a protracted residence in Corinth,'-' a voyage by sea to 
Syria, 5 and a journey by land from Antioch to Ephesus, 4 before we 
come to the next group of St. Paul’s Epistles. 

We must linger first for a time in Corinth, the great city where 
he stayed a longer time than at any point on his previous journeys, 
and from which, or to which, the most important of his letters wore 
written. 4 And, according to the plan we have hitherto observed, 
we proceed to elucidate its geographical position, and the principal 
stages of its history. • 

The Isthmus 6 is the most remarkable feature in the Geography of 
Greece j and the peculiar relation which it established between the 
land and the water—and between the Moron and the Continent— 
had the utmost effect on the whole course of the History of Greece. 
When we were considering the tojwgraphy and aspect of Athens, 
all the associations which surrounded us weae Athenian. Here at 

1 Sea s note on this subject in Chap. 4 The Epistles to the Thessalonians, 
XXVI. Corinthians, and Romans. 

* Acta xviii. 11-18. • It is from this Greek 'bridgeof the 

* Acts xviii. 18-23. sea ’ that the name islhwuu has been 

* Acte xviii. 28. See xix. 1. given to every similar neck of land hi 

the world. 
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tile Isthmus, we are, as it were, at the centre of the activAy of the 
Greek race in general. It has the closest connection with all their 
most important movemeiits, both military and commercial. 
f In all the periods of Greek history, from the earliest to the latest, 
r we see the military importance of the Isthmus. The phrase of 
Pindar is, that it was ‘ the bridge of the sea: ’ it formed the only 
line of march for an invading or retreating army. Xenophon 
speaks of it as ‘the gate of the Peloponnesus,’ the closing of which 
woyld make all ingress and egress impossible. And we find that it 
was closed at various times, by being fortified and re-fortified by a 
wall, some traces of which reiflain to the present day. In the 
Persian war, when consternation was spread amongst the Greeks 
by the death of Leonidas, the wall was first built. In the Pelo¬ 
ponnesian war, when the Greeks turned fratricidal arms against 
each other, the Isthmus was often the point of the conflict between 
the Athenians and their enemies. In the time of the Theban 


supremacy, the wall again appears as u fortified line from sea to 
sea. When Greece became Roman, the provincial arrangements 
neutralised, for a time, the military importance of the Isthmus. 
But when the barbarians poured in from the North, like the Persians 
of old, its wall was repaired by Valerian. Again it was rebuilt by 
Justinian, who fortified it with a hundred and fifty towers. And 
we trace its history through the later period of the Venetian power 
in the Levant, from the vast works of 14G3, to the peace of 1099, 
when it was made the boundary of the territories of the Republic. 1 

Conspicuous, both in connection with the military defences of 
the Isthmus, and in the prominent features of its scenery, is the 
Acrocorinthu.i, or citadel of Corinth, which rises in form and ab¬ 
ruptness like the rock of Dumbarton. But this comparison is quite 
inadequate to express the magnitude of the Corinthian citadel. It 
is elevated two thousand feet - above the level of the sea ; it throws 
a vast shadow across the plain at its base ; the ascent is a journey 
involving some fatigue ; and the space of ground on the summit is 
so extensive, that it contained a whole town, 3 which, under the 
Turkish dominion, had several mosques. Yet, notwithstanding its 
colossal dimensions, its sides are so precipitous, that a few soldiers 
are enough to guard it. * The possession of this fortress has been 
the object of repeated struggles in the latest wars between the 
Turks and tho Greeks, and again between the Turks and the 
Venetians. It was said to Philip, when he wished to acquire pos¬ 
session of the Morea, that the Acrocorintlnis was one of the koras 


1 The wall was not built in a straight 
line, but followed the sinuosities of the 
ground. The remains of square towers 
are visible In some places^ The eastern 
portion abutted on the Sanctuary of 
Neptune, where the Isthmian games 
are held. 

1 Dodwell. The ascent is by a zig- 
aag road, which Strabo says was thirty 
stadia in length. * Looking down upon 
the Isthmus, Me shadow of tke Acro- 


corinthus, of a conical shape, extended 
exactly half across its length, the point 
of the cone being central between the 
two seas.’—Dr. Clarke. 

* Dodwell and Clarke. The city, 
according to Xenophon, was forty sta¬ 
dia" in circumference without the Acro¬ 
polis, and eighty-five with it. 

* Plutarch says that it was guarded 
by 400 soldiers, 60 dogs, and as many 
keepers. 
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he musi^seize, in order to secure the heifer. Thus Corinth night 
well be called ‘ the eye of Greece ’in a military sense, as Athens 
has often been so called in another sense. If the rock of Minerva 
was the Acropolis of the Athenian people, the mountain of the 
Isthmus was truly named ‘ the Acropolis of the Greeks.’ , 

It will readily be imagined that the view from the summit is 
magnificent and extensive. 1 A sea is on either hand. Across that 
which lies on the east, a clear sight is obtained of the Acropolis of 
Athens, at a distance of forty-five miles. 2 The mountains of Attica 
and Bceotia, and the islands of the Archipelago, close the project 
in this direction. Beyond the western Bea, which flows in from the 
Adriatic, are the large masses of the mountains of north-eastern 
Greece, with Parnassus towering above Delphi. Immediately be¬ 
neath us is the narrow plain which separates the seas. The city 
itself is on a small table land 3 of no great elevation, connected with 
the northern base of the Acrocorinthus. At the edgo of the lower 
level are the harbours which made Corinth the emporium of the 
richest trade of the East and the West* 

We are thus brought to that which is really the characteristic both 
of Corinthian geography and Corinthian history, its close relation 
to the commerce of the Mediterranean. Plutarch says, that there 
was a want of good harbours in Aclntia ; and Strabo speaks of the 
circumnavigation of the Moron as dangerous.' 1 ('ape Malea was pro¬ 
verbially formidable, and held the same relation to the voyages of 
ancient days, which the Cape of Good Hope does to our own. 4 Thus, 
a narrow and level isthmus,® across which smaller vessels could bo 
dragged from gulf to gulf 7 was of inestimable value to the early 


1 Whcler’a description is as follows: 
—‘We mounted to the top of the 
highest point, and had one of the most 
agreeable prospects in the world. On 
the right hand of us the Saronic Gulf, 
with all its little islands strewed up 
mid down it, to Cape < olonne on the 
Promontory Sunium. llevond (hat the. 
islands of the Archipelago seemed to 
close up the mouth of the Gulf. On 
the left hand of us we had the < iulf of 
Lepanto or Corinth, as far as beyond 
Sicyon, bounded northward with nil 
these famous mountairik of old times, 
with the Isthmus, even to Athens, ly¬ 
ing in a row, and presenting themselves 
orderly to our view. The plain of Co¬ 
rinth towards Sicyon or Basilicois well 
watered by two rivule(s, well-tilled, 
well-planted with olive-yards and vine¬ 
yards, and, having many little villages 
scattered up and down it, is none of 
the leant of the ornaments of this pros¬ 
pect. The town also that lieth north 
of the castle, in little knots of houses, 
surrounded with orchards and gardens 
of oranges, lemons, citrons, and cy- 
peeas-trees, and mixed with cornfields 


between, is n sight not less delightful. 
Ho that it is hard to judge whether 
this plain is more beautiful to the 
beholders or profitable to the inhabi¬ 
tants.’ This was in 11175, before the 
last conflicts of the Turks and Vene¬ 
tians. 

* ‘ As from the Parthenon at Athens 
we had seen the citadel of Corinth, 
so now we had a commanding view, 
across the Saronic Gulf, of Halamis amt 
the Athenian Aerojtolis.’—Ur. t.'larke. 
See above, under Athens. 

3 Leake's description entirely corre¬ 
sponds witli Strabo’s. 

4 He adds that the Sicilian sea was 
avoided by mariners ns much as pos¬ 
sible. 

6 A proverb said of this south-eastern 
point of the Morea : ‘When you are 
round Capg Malea, forget all you have 
at home.’ 

6 See above, note on the word ‘ Isth¬ 
mus.' 

7 Hence the narrowest part of the 
Isthmus was called liy a word which 
in meaning and in piratic associations 
corresponds with the Varbert of Hootch 
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traders of the Levant. And the two harbours which rectAved the 
ships of a more maturely developed trade,—Cenchrese 1 on the 
Eastern Sea, and Lechseum 2 on‘the Western, with a third and 
smaller port, called Schcenus, 3 where the isthmus was narrowest,— 
* form an essential part of our idea of Corinth. Its common title in 
• t the poets is ‘the city of the two seas.’ 4 It is allegorically repre¬ 
sented in art as a female figure on a rock, between two other figures, 
each of whom bears a rudder, the symbol of navigation and traded 
It is the same image which appears under another form in the words 
of tRe rhetorician, who said that it was ‘ the prow and the stern of 
Greece.’® • 


As we noticed above a continuous fortress which was carried across 
the Isthmus, in connection with its military history, so here we have 
to mention another continuous work, which was attempted, in con¬ 
nection with its mercantile history. This was the snip canal;— 
which, after being often projected, was about to be begun again near 
, the very time of St. Paul’s visit. 7 Parallels often suggest themselves 
between the relation of the pdrts of the Mediterranean to each other, 
and those of the Atlantic and Pacilic: for the basins of the ‘ Mid¬ 


land Sea ’ were to the Greek and Roman trade, what the Oceanic 
spaces are to ours. And it is difficult, in speaking of a visit to the 
Isthmus of Corinth in the yoar 52,'—which only preceded by a 
short interval the work of Nero’s engineers,—not to be reminded of 
the Isthmus of Panama in the year 1852, during which active pro¬ 
gress was made in an undertaking often projected, but never yet 
carried into effect. 1 ' 


There is this difference, however, between the Oceanic and the 
Mediterranean Isthmus, that one of the great cities of the ancient 
world always existed at the latter. What some future Darien may 
bo destined to become, we cannot prophesy: but, at a very early 
date, we find Corinth celebrated by the poets for its wealth. This 
wealth must inevitably have grown up, from its mercantile relations, 


geography. The distance across is 
about three miles; nearer Corinth it is 
six miles, whence the nntne of the 
modern village of Ilemumli. 

* For Cenchrcas see below, p. .‘1:10. 
It was seventy stadia distant from the 
citv. 

* Lechicum was united to Corinth 
by long walls. It was about twelve 
stadia distant from the city. 

* Schcenus was at the point where 
the Isthmus was narrowest, close to 
the Sanctuary of Neptune and the 
eastern portion of the Isthmian wall. 
The ship is described as sailing to this 
port in the early times when Athens 
had the presidency of the games. 

4 One phrase which was used of it 
is that which we find in Acts xxvii. 41. 

3 See this on the coin at the end of 
Chare XIII. 

* The phrase seems to have been 


proverbial. 

1 Demetrius Poliorcetes, Julius Cte- 
sar, and < ’aligula had all entertained the 
notion of cutting through the Isthmus. 
Nero really began the undertaking in 
the year 62, hut soon desisted. Sec 
I.eake (pp. 297-302), who quotes all 
the authorities.’ The portion of the 
trench which remains is at the nar¬ 
rowest part, near the shore of the 
Corinthian Gulf. Dodwell came upon 
it, after crossing Mount Geraneia from 
Attica. 

* The arguments for this date may 
be seen in Wicseler. We shall return 
to the sul>ject again. 

* Our first edition was published in 
1862. At that time the various plans 
for an inter-oceanic canal were very 
much before the public. Now at least 
the railway is open for traffic from ocean 
to ocean. 
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even without reference to its two seas,—if we attend to the fact on 
which Thucydides laid stress, that it was the place through which all 
ingress and egress took place between Northern and Southern Oreece, 
before the development of commerce by water. But it was its con- , 
spicuous position on the narrow neck of land between the /Egea*i 
and Ionian Seas, which was the main cause of its commercial great^ 
ness. The construction of the ship. Argo is assigned by mythology 
to Corinth. The Samians obtained their shipbuilders from her. 
The first Greek triremes,—the first Greek sea-fights,—are con¬ 
nected with her history. Neptune was her god. Her colonic! were 
spread ovor distant coasts in thfc East anil West; and ships came 
from every sea to her harbours. Thus sho became the common 
resort and the universal market, of the Greeks . 1 * Her population and 
wealth were further augmented by the manufactures in metallurgy, 
dyeing, and porcelain, which grew up in connection with the import 
and export of goods. And at periodical intervals the crowding of 
her streets and the activity of her trade received a new impulse from 
the strangers who Hocked to the Isthmian games;—a subject to 
which our attention will often be called hereafter, but which must 
be passed over here with a simple allusion .* If we add all these 
particulars together, we see ample reason why the wealth, luxury, 
and profligacy of Corinth were proverbial 3 in the ancient world. 

In passing from the fortunes of the earlier, or Greek Corinth, to 
its history under the Romans, the first scene that meets us is one of 
disaster and ruin. The destruction of this city by Mummius, about 
the same time that Carthage* was destroyed by Keipio, was so com¬ 
plete, that, like its previous wealth, it passed into a proverb. Its 
works of skill and luxury were destroyed or carried away. Polybius, 
the historian, saw Roman soldiers playing at draughts on the pictures 
of famouB artists; and the exhibition of vases and statues that de¬ 
corated the triumph of the Capitol, introduced a new era in tho habits 
of the Romans. Meanwhile, the very place of the city from which 
these works were taken remained desolate for many years . 1 The 
honour of presiding over the Isthmian games was given to Sieyon ; 
and Corinth ceased even to be a resting-place of travellers between 
tho East and the West . 0 But a new Corinth rose from the ashes of 
the old. Julius Crusnr, recognising the importance of tho Isthmus 
as a military and mercantile position, sent thither a colony of Italians, 


1 One writer in another place com¬ 
pares Corinth to a ship loaded with 
merchandise, and says that a perpetual 
fair was held yearly and daily at the 
Isthmus. 

* Sea the beginning of Chap. XX., 
and the plan of the rosidoniuin there 
given. 

3 * Non cuivis hotnini oontingit adire 
Corinthum.’—Hor. Ep. 1. 17, 36. The 
ward ‘Corintbianise’ was used pro¬ 
verbially for an immoral life. 

0 See Chap. I. p. 11. 

1 * Nevertheless,’ says Colonel Leake, 
‘the site, I concave, cannot have 


been (pule uninhabited, asttie humans 
neither destroyed the public building* 
nor |)ersccutcd the religion of tlte Co¬ 
rinthian*. And as many of those 
buildings were still perfect in tlte time 
of 1’ausanias, there must have been 
some persons who had the care of them 
during the century of desolation.' 

• We have noticed above (p. 297, 
n. 4) that on Cicero's journey between 
the Hast and West, we find him rest¬ 
ing, not at Corinth, but at Athens. In 
the time of Ovid the city was rising 
again. 
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who were chiefly freedmen. 1 Thia ijew establishment <t«Jtdly in¬ 
creased by the mere force of Its i^sition. Within a f# nm it 
grew, as Sincapore 3 has grown’ ift dur days, from notbW;g to an 
- enormous city. The Greek merdjjantfejWho had fled on'the Rqman 
conquest to Delos and thdneignbounng cjoasts, returnedvjbo’iheii 
former home. The Jews settled themselvet in a place most con¬ 
venient both for the business of commerce and for communication 
with Jerusalem. 3 Thus, when St. Paul arrived at Corinth after his 
sojoqm at Athens, he found himself in the midst of a numerous popu¬ 
lation of Greeks and Jews. They were probably far more numerous 
than the Romans, though the city*had the constitution of a colony,* 
and was the metropolis of a province. 

It is commonly assumed that Greece was constituted as a province 
under the name of Achaia, when Corinth was destroyed by Mummius. 
But this appears to be a mistake. There seems to have been an 
intermediate period, during which the country had a nominal inde¬ 
pendence, as was the case with the contiguous province of Macedonia. 
The description which has befen given of the political limits of Mace¬ 
donia (Ch. IX.) defines equally the extent of Achaia. It was bounded 
on all other sides by the sea, and was nearly co-extensive with the 
kingdom of Modem Greece. The name of Achaia was given to it, in 
consequence of the part played by the Achaean league in the last in¬ 
dependent struggles of ancient Greece ; and Corinth, the head of that 
league, became the metropolis. 5 The province experienced changes 
of government, such as those which have been alluded to in the case 
of Cyprus." At first it was proconsular. Afterwards it was placed 
by Tiberius under a procurator of his own. But in the reign of 
Claudius it was again reckoned among the ‘ unarmed provinces,’ 7 
and governed by a proconsul. 

One of the proconsuls who were sent out to govern the province 
of Achaia in the course of St. Paul’s second missionary journey 
was Gallio. 8 His original name was Annteus Novatus, and he was 
the brother of Annteus Seneca the philosopher. The name under 
which he is known to us in sacred and secular history was due 
to _ his adoption into the family of Junius Gallio the rheto¬ 
rician. The time of his government at Corinth, as indicated by the 
sacred historian, nntst be placed between the years 62 and 64, if the 
dates we have assigned to St. Paul’s movements be correct. Wo 
have no exact information on this subject from any secular source, 
nor is he mentioned by any Heatlion writer as having been proconsul 


1 Professor Stanley notices the great 
number of names of Corinthian Chris¬ 
tians (Caius, Quartua, Fortunatus, 
Acbaicus, Crlspus, Justus), which in¬ 
dicate ‘either a Roman or a servile 
origin.’ Prof. to CbrinthiaX*. 

* See the Life of Sir Stamford Raffles 
and later notices of the place in Rgjah 
Brooke’s journals, Ac. 

* See the preceding chapter for the 
establishment of the Jews at Corinth. 

* See the Latin letters on its coins. 


Its full name was ‘Colonia Laus Julia 
Corinthus.’ See coin at the end of this 
chapter. 

3 Ritter says that this is the mean¬ 
ing of • Corinthus Achaia urbt,' in Tac. 
Hitt. ii. 1. 

« See Chap. V. 

7 -A phrase applied to those pro¬ 
vinces which were proconsular and re¬ 
quired the presence of no army. See 
p. 191, n. 8. 

» Acts xvHi. 12. 
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of AofehK&I'Btifc there are somaincidoptal notices of his life, which 
give rtHheg'a curious coofinnatfo&of Vhat is advanoed above. We 
are iaforiSfcd by Tacitus and 4 Dio that he died in the year 65. 
Plin/AajlKthat after hit eon^Ufshipjx* had a serious illness, for the 
removai^bf which he 4$pd a sea^voyage: and from his brother 
Seneca wbleam that it was in Achqtia that he went on shipboard for 
the benefit of his health. If .we knew the year of Qallio’s con¬ 
sulship, our chronological result would be brought within narrow 
limits. We do not possess this information ; but it has been reason¬ 
ably conjectured that his promotion, if due to his brother’s 
influence, would be subsequent* to the year 49, in which the 
philosopher returned from his exile in Corsica, and had the youth¬ 
ful Nero placed under his tuition. The interval of time thus 
marked out between the restoration of Seneca and the death of 
Gallio, includes‘the narrower period assigned by St. Luke to the 
proconsulate in Achaia. 

The coming of a new governor to a province was an event of great 
importance. The whole systom of administration, the general pros¬ 
perity, the state of political parties, the relative position of different 
sections of the population, were necessarily affected by his personal 
character. The provincials wore miserable or happy, according as a 
Verres or a Cicero was sent from Rome. As regards the personal 
character of Gallio, the inference we should naturally draw from the 
words of St. Luke closely corresponds with what wo are told by 
Seneca. His brother speaks of him with singular affection; not only 
as a man of integrity and honesty, but ns one who won universal 
regard by his amiable temper and popular manners. 1 His conduct 
on the occasion of the tumult at Corinth is quite in harmony with a 
character so described. He did not allow himself, like Pilate, to be 
led into injustice by the clamour of the Jews ;' J and yet he over¬ 
looked, with easy indifference, an outbreak of violence which a 
sterner and more imperious governor would at once have arrested. 5 

The details of this transaction were as follows:—The .Tows, 
anxious to profit by a change of administration, and perhaps 
encouraged by the well-known compliance of Gallio’s character, took 
an early opportunity of accusing St. Paul before him. They had 
already set themselves in battle array 4 against him, and the coming 
of the new governor was the signal for a general attack. 5 It is quite 
evident that the act was preconcerted and the occasion chosen. 
Making use of the privileges they enjoyed as a separate community, 
and well aware that the exercise of their worship was protected by 
the Roman State, 0 they accused St. Paul of violating their own re¬ 
ligious law. They seem to have thought, if this violation of Jewish 
law could be proved, that St. Paul would become amenable to the 

1 The same character is given of him four distiUfct classes of population, 
by the poet Statius. among which the Jews were citizen* 

* Acts xviii. 14. under their Ethnarch, ilka the Romans 

* Acts xvfU. 17. under their Juridlcn*. We need not 

* 8ee p. IIS, n . I. discuss here the later position of the 

* Acts xviiL 13. Jews, after Csracalla had made all 

* Compare Joseph. War, ii. 14, 4, on freemen citizens. 

' ■tares In Alexandria, then were 
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criminal law of the Empireceat, perhaps, they hoped, as afterwards 
at Jerusalem, that he woidd jpgrtBn'upinto their hands for punish¬ 
ment. Had Gallio been like Foetus or F^Iix, this might easily have 
happened ; and then St. Paul’s natural resource would have been to 
i appeal to the Emperor, On the ground of his citizenship. But the 
, appointed time of his visit’ to Borne was not yet come, and the con- 
1 tinuance of his missionary labours was secured by the character of 
the governor, who was providentially sent at this time to manage 
the affairs of Achaia. 

The scene is set before us by St. Luke with some details which 
give us a vivid notion of what touk place. Gallio is seated on that 
proconsular chair 1 from which judicial sentences were pronounced 
by the Roman magistrates. To this we must doubtless add the other 
insignia of Roman power, which were suitable to a colony and the 
metropolis of a province. Before this Heathen authority the Jews 
are preferring their accusation with eager clamour. Their chief 
speaker is Sosthenes, the successor of ‘Jrispus, or (it may be) the 
ruler of another synagogui.- The Greeks 3 are standing round, 
eager to hear the result, and to learn something of the now governor’s 
character; and, at tho same time, hating the Jews, and ready to be 
the partisans of St. Paul. At the moment when tho Apostle is 
‘ about to open his mouth,’ 1 Gallio will not even hear his defence, 
but pronounces a decided and peremptory judgment. 

His answer was that of a man who knew the limits of his office, 
and felt that he had no time io waste on the religious technicalities 
of the Jews. Had it been a case in which the Roman law had been 
violated by any breach of the peace or any act of dishonesty, then 
it would have been reasonable and right that the matter should have 
been fully investigated; but, Bince it was only a question of the 
Jewish law, relating to the disputes of Hebrew superstition, 1 and to 
names of no public interest, he utterly refused to attend to it. They 
might excommunicate the offender, or indict on him any of their 
ecclesiastical punishments ; but ho would not meddle with triding 
quarrels, which were beyond his jurisdiction. And without further 
delay ho drove the Jews away from before his judicial chair. 6 

The efi'ect of this proceeding must have been to produce the utmost 
rage and disappointment among the Jews. With tho Greeks and 
other bystanders’ the result was very different. Their dislike of a 


1 This chair, or tribunal, ‘ the in¬ 
dispensable symbol of the ltoman judg¬ 
ment-seat,’ ns it has been called, is 
mentioned three times in the course of 
this narrative. It was of two kinds: 

( 1 ) fixed in some open and public place; 

(2) movable, and taken by the Roman 
magistrates to be placed wherever they 
might sit in a judicial character. Pro¬ 
bably here and in the case of Pilate 
(John xix. IS) the former kind of seat 
ia Intended. See Smith's Oirtum-iry 
of Antiquitkt, under ‘ Sella.’ 

* Whether Sosthenes had really been 
elected to fill the place of Crispus, or 
was only a co-ordinate officer in the 


same or some other synagogue, must 
lie left undetermined. On the organi¬ 
sation of the synagogues, see Chap. VI. 
pp. 137, 133. It should be added, that 
we cannot confidently identify this 
Sosthenes with the 'brother' whose 
name occurs 1 Cor. i. 1. 

3 See note 7, on this page. 

4 Acta xviii. 14. 

s Acta xviii. lo. We recognise here 
that much had been made by the Jews 
of the name of ‘Christ’ being given 
to Jesus. 

6 Acts xviii. 16. 

r The true reading here does not 
specify who the persons were who beat 
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superstitions and misanthropic naiiouwaa gratified. They held the 
forbearance of Gallio as a proof'Jfthatf their own religious liberties 
would be respected under Ahe new administration ; and, with the dis¬ 
orderly impulse of a mob which "has been kept for some time in 
suspense, they rushed upon the ruler of the synagogue, and beat 
him in the very presence of the^ proconsular tribunal. Meanwhile, 
Gallio took no notice' of the injurious punishment thus inflicted on* 
the Jews, and with characteristic indifference left Sosthcnes to his 
fate. 

Thus the accusers were themselves involved in disgrace ; Gftdlio 
obtained a high popularity among the Greeks, and St. Paul was 
enabled to pursue his labours in Bafoty. Had I 10 been driven away 
from Corinth, the whole Christian community of the place might 
have been put in jeopardy. But the result of the storm was to give 
shelter to the infant Church, with opportunity of fife and continued 
growth. As regards the Apostle himself, hia credit rose with the 
disgrace of his opponents. • So far as he might afterwards bo noticed 
by the Roman governor or the Greek* inhabitants of the city, ho 
would be regarded as an injured man. As his own discretion had 
given advantage to the holy cause at Philippi, by involving his 
opponents in blame,' so hero the most imminent peril was pro¬ 
videntially turned into safety and honour. 

Thus the assurance communicated in the vision was abundantly 
fidfflled. Though bitter enemies had ‘set on’ Paul (Acts xviii. 
10 ), no one had ! hurt ’ him. The Lord had been ‘ with him,' 
and ‘ much people ’ had been gathered into His Church. At length 
the time came when the Apostle deemed it right to leave Achaiaand 
revisit Jtuhea, induced (as it would appear) by a motive which often 
guided his journeys, the desire to be present at the great gathering 
of the .Jews at one of their festivals , 1 and possibly also influenced by 
the movements of Aiptila and Priscilla, who were about to proceed 
from Corinth to Ephesus. Before his departure, ho took a solemn 
farewell of the assembled Church.' How touching St. Paul's fare¬ 
wells must have been, esi>eeially after a protracted residence among 
his brethren and disciples, wo may infer from the affectionate 
language of his letters; and one sjtecimen is given to us of these 
parting addresses, in the Acts of the Apostles. From the words 
spoken at Miletus (Acts xx.), we may learn what was said anti felt 
at Corinth. He could tell his disciples here, as ho told them there, 
that he had taught Phem ‘ publicly and from house to house that 
he was ‘pure from the blood of all men ; that by the space of a 
year and a half he had ‘ not ceased to warn every one night and day 
with tears .’ 7 And doubtless he forewarned them of ‘ grievous wolves 
entering in among them, of men speaking perverse things arising * 

Soathenea. It cannot, however, be wi ll We should not, however, leave unnoticed 
doubted that they were Greeks. The that it is dbubtfu! whether this allusion 
reading ‘Jews,* found in some MSS., to the festival ought to lie in the text. 

Is evidently wrong. * Acta xviii. is. * Acts xx. 20. 

* Acta xviii. 17. See above on • ver. 26. Compare xviii. 8, and see 

Gallic's character. p. 312. 

* See p. 240. 7 ver. 81. Compare what is said of 

s See Acts xviii. 21. There is little his tears at Philippi. Phil. iif. 18. 

doubt that the festival was Pentecost. » vv. 29, 30. 
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of themselves, to draw away disciples after them.’ And iie could 
appeal to them, with the emphatic gesture of * those hands’ which 
had laboured at Corinth, in proof that he had ‘ coveted no man’s 
gold or silver,’ and in confirmation of the Lord’s words, that ‘ it is 
^nore blessed to give* than to receive.’ 1 Thus he departed with 
prayers and tears, from those who * accompanied him to the’ship ' 
' with many misgivings that they might ‘see his face no more.’ 2 

The three points on the coast to which our attention is called in 
the brief notice of this voyage contained in the Acts, 3 are Cenchreic 
the‘harbour of Corinth; Ephesus, on the western shore of Asia 
Minor; and Ciesarea Stratonis, in Palestine. More suitable occasions 
will be found hereafter for descriptions of Caesarea and Ephesus. 
The present seems to require a few words to be said concerning 
Cenchreee. 

After descending from the low table-land on which Corinth was 
situated, the road which connected the city with its eastern harbour 
extended a distance of eight or nine milei across the Isthmian plain. 
Cenchreee has fallen with Corinth; but the name 4 still remains to 
mark the place of the port, which once commanded a large trade 
with Alexandria and Antioch, with Ephesus and Thessalonica, and 
the other cities of the rEgean. That it was a town of some magnitude 
may be inferred from the attention which Pausanias devotes to it in 
the description of the environs of Corinth; and both its mercantile 
character, and the pains which had been taken in its embellishment, 
are well symbolised in the coin 5 which represents the port with a 
temple on each enclosing promontory, and a statue of Neptune on 
a rock between them. 

From this port St. Paul began his voyage to Syria. But before 
the vessel sailed, one of his companions performed a religious cere¬ 
mony which must not be unnoticed, since it is mentioned in Scrip¬ 
ture. Aquila 0 had bound himself by one of those vows, which the 
Jews often voluntarily took, even when in foreign countries, in con¬ 
sequence of some mercy received, or some deliverance from danger, 
or other occurrence which had produced a deep religious impression 
on the mind. The obligations of these vows were similar to those in 
the case of Nazarites,—as regards abstinence from strong drinks and 
legal pollutions, and the wearing of the hair uncut till the close of a 
definite length of time. Aquila could not be literally a Nazarite; for, 
in the case of that greater vow, the cutting of the hair, which denoted 
that the legal time was expired, could only take place at the Temple 
in Jerusalem, or at least in Judtea. In this case the ceremony was 
performed at Cenchreie. Hero Aquila,—who had been for some 
time conspicuous, even among the Jews and Christians at Corinth, 


1 Compare Acts xx. 33-35 with x viii. 

3, and with 1 Cor. iv. 12. , 

* w. 36-88. 3 Acts xviii. 18-22. 

4 The modern name is Kirhrirs. 

4 All engraving of this coin will be 
given at the end of Chap. XIX. 

* This is left as it stood ill I he 
earlier editions. It must be admitted 
that the arguments from the structure 
of the original are rather in favour of 


referring the vow, not to Aquila, but 
to St. Paul. The difficulty lies not so 
much in supposing that Paul took a 
.Jewish vow (see Acts xxi. 26), as in 
supposing that he made himself con¬ 
spicuous for Jewish peculiarities while 
he was forming a mixed church at Co¬ 
rinth. llut we are ignorant of the cir¬ 
cumstances of the case. 
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for the ibng hair which denoted that he waa under a peculiar religious 
restriction—came to the cfose of the period of obligation; and, 
before accompanying the Apostle to Ephesus, laid aside the tokens 
of his vow. 

From Corinth to Ephesus, the voyage was among the islands 
the Greek Archipelago. The Isles of Greece, and the waters which 
break on their shores, or rest among them in spaces of calm repose,* 
always present themselves to the mind as the scenes of interesting 
voyages,—whether we think of the stories of early Legend, or the 
stirring life of Classical times, of the Crusades in the middle ligcs, 
or of the movements of Modem* travellers, some of whom seldom 
reflect that the land and water round them were hallowed by the pre¬ 
sence and labours of St. Paul. One great purpose of this book will 
be gained, if it tends to associate the Apostle of the Gentiles with 
the coasts which are already touched by so many other historical 
recollections. 

No voyage across the d'igean was more frequently made than that 
between Corinth and Ephesus. Thoy*were the capitals of the two 
flourishing and peaceful provinces of Acliaia and Asia, 1 and the 
two great mercantile towns on opposite sides of the sea. If resem¬ 
blances may again be suggested between the < >cean and the Mediter¬ 
ranean, and between ancient and modern times, we may say that 
the relations of these cities of the Eastern and Western Greeks to 
each other was like that between New York and Liverpool. Even the 
time taken up by the voyages constitutes a point of resemblance. 
Cicero says that, on his eastward passage, which was considered a 
long one, he spent fifteen days, and that his return was accomplished 
in thirteen. 8 

A fair wind, in much shorter time than either thirteen or fifteen 
days, would take the Apostle across, from Corinth to the city on the 
other side of the sea. It seems that the vessel was bound for Syria, 
and stayed only a short time in harbour at Ephesus. Aquila and 
Priscilla remained there while he proceeded. 3 Hut even during the 
short interval of his stay, Paul made a visit to his Jewish fellow- 
countrymen, and (the Sabbath being probably one of the days during 
which he remained) he held a discussion with them in the synagogue 
concerning Christianity. 4 Their curiosity was excited by what they 
heard, as it had been at Antioch in Pisidia; and ]>erhaps that curi¬ 
osity would speedily ha% T e been succeeded by opposition, if their 
visitor had stayed htnger among them. But he was not able to grant 
the request which they urgently made. He was anxious to attend 
the approaching festival at Jerusalem ; 4 and, had he not proceeded 
with the ship, this might have been impossible. He was so far, 
however, encouraged by the opening which he saw, that he loft the 
Ephesian Jews with a promise of his return. This promise was 
limited by an expression of that dependence on the divine will 
which is characteristic of a Christian’s life,® whether his vocation bo 

1 See how Achaia and Asia ore men- irasted with the imperfect used (ver. 4) 
tinned by Tacitus, Hist. ii. 8. of the continued discussions at Co- 

1 The voyage was often accomplished rinth. 
in three or four days. See Thuc. iii. 8. 4 Act* xviii. 21. See above. 

* Acta xviii. 19. * 1 If God will.’ See James iv. 16. 

* The anrist (ver. 19) should be con- ‘ If the Lord will, we shall Uve,’ Ac. 
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to the labours of an Apostle, or to the routine of ordinary t&il We 
shall see that St. Paul's promise was literally fulfilled, when we 
come to pursue his progress on his third missionary circuit. 

The voyage to Syria lay first by the coasts and islands of the 
JxLgean to Cos and Cnidus, which are mentioned on subsequent 
voyages, 1 and then across the open sea by Rhodes and Cyprus to 
Caesarea. This city has the closest connection with some of the 
most memorable events of early Christianity. We have already had 
occasion to mention it, in alluding to St. Peter and the baptism of 
the first Gentile convert. 3 We shall afterwards be required to make 
it the subject of a more elaborate notice, when we arrive at the 
impmonment which was suffered by St. Paul under two successive 
Koman governors. 4 The country was now no longer under native 
kings. Ten years had elapsed since the death of Herod Agrippa the 
last event alluded to (Chap. IV.) in connection with Csesarea. Felix 
had been for some years already procurator of Judtea. 6 If the aspect 
of the country had become in any degree, more national under the 
reign of the Herods, it had how resumed all the appearance of a 
Roman province 0 Caesarea was its military capital, as well as the 
harbour by which it was approached by all travellers from the West 
* rom this city roads ' had been mado to the Egyptian frontier on the 
south, and northwards along the coast by Ptolemais, Tyre, and Sidon, 
to Antioch, as well as across the interior by Neapolis or Antipatris 
to Jerusalem and the Jordan. 


Ihe journey from’Caesarea to Jerusalem is related by St. Luke 
m a single word No information is given concerning the incidents 
which occurred there : -no meetings with other Apostles,—no con¬ 
troversies on disputed points of doctrine,—are recorded or inferred 
We are not even sure that St. Paul arrived in time for the festival 
at which he desired to be present. 0 The contrary seems rather to 
be implied ; for he is said simply to have ‘ saluted the Church ’ and 
then to have proceeded to Antioch. It is useless to attempt to 
draw aside the veil which conceals the particulars of this visit of 
Paul of Tarsus to the city of his forefathers. As if it were no longer 
intended that we should view the Church in connection with the 
centre of Judaism, our thoughts are turned immediately to that other 
city, where the name 1 Christian,’ was first conferred on it 

from Jerusalem to Antioch it is likely that the journey was 
accomplished by land. It is the last time we shall have occasion to 
mention a road which was often traversed, at different seasons of 
h Z St - . Paul an< i bis companions. Two of the journeys 
along this Phoenician coast have been long ago mentioned. Many 


1 Acts xxi. 1, xxvii. 7. 

* See Acts xxl. 1-3. 

1 See p. 96. Compare pp. 43, 44. 

* Acts xxi. See. 

* Tac. Ante. xiv. 64, and Josephus. 

* See pp. 22, 28, and 45. 

7 See the remarks, pp. 69, 70. 

8 ‘When he had gone up,’ Acts xvii 
"• , Some commentators think that S 
Paul did not go to Jerusalem at al 
but that this participle merely denote 
his going np from the ship into th 


town of (.Vsarea: but, independently 
of his intention to visit Jerusalem, it is 
hardly likely that such a circumstance 
would have been specified in a narrative 
so briefly given. 

• * We shall see, in the case of the 
later voyage (Acts xx. xxi.), that lie 
could not have arrived in time for the 
festival, had not the weather been pe¬ 
culiarly favourable. 

10 Acts xvlii. 22. 
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years hju? intervened since the charitable 'mission which brought 
"relief from Syria to the poor in Judrea (Chap. IV.), and since tho 
meeting of the council a at Jerusalem, and the joyful return at a 
time of anxious controversy (Chap. VII.). When wo allude to these 
previous visits to the Holy City, we feel how widely the Church of 
Christ had been extended in the space of very few years. Tho 
course of our narrative is rapidly carrying us from the East towards 
the West. We are now for the last time on this part of the Asiatic 
Bhore. For a moment the associations which surround us are nil 
i>f the primeval past. The monuments which still remain alolig 
this coast remind us of the ancient*Phoenician power, and of Baa! 
and Ashtaroth, 1 —or of the Assyrian conquerors, who came from 
the Euphrates to the West, and have left forms like those in the 
Iialaces of Nineveh sculptured on the rocks of the Mediterranean, 1 ' 
—rather than of-anything connected with the history of Greece 
and Rome. The mountains which rise above our heads belong to tho 
characteristic imagery of tlx*; Old Testament : the cellars are those 
of the forests which were hewn by thfl workmen of Hiram and 
Solomon ; the torrents which cross the roads are the waters from 
‘ the sides of Lebanon. ’ 3 But we are taking our last view of this 
scenery; and, as we leave it, we feel that we are passing from the 
Jewish infancy of the Christian Church to its wider expansion 
among the Heathen. 

Once before we had occasion to remark that the Church had no 
longer now its central point in Jerusalem, but in Antioch, a city of 
the Gentiles. 4 The progress of events now carries us still more 
remotely from the land which was first visited by tho tiilingB of 
salvation. The world through which our narrative takes us begins 
to lie European rather than Asiatic. So far as we know, the present 
visit which St. Paul paid to Antioch was his last. 3 We havt 
already seen how new centres of Christian life had been established 
by him in the Greek cities of the yEgean. The course of the Gospel 
is further and further towards the West ; and the inspired part of 
the Apostle’s biography, after a short period of deep interest in 
Judsea, finally centres in Rome. 



TJe rains of Tortosa anil Aradus*. 

The sculptures of Assyrian figures 
toe coast road near Bcyrout are n»- 
ocedin the works of many travellers. 

These torrents are often flooded, so 
Sf!** extremely dangerous; so that 
™ rsul may have encountered ‘ perils 
°t rivets * in this district. Maundrell 


says that the traveller Spot lost his Ufe 
in one of these torrents. 

4 pp. 90, 91. 

1 Antioch is not mentioned in the 
Acts after xviU. 22. 

* From the British Museum. The 
head is that of Julius Casu himself 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Thg Spiritual Gifts, Constitution, Ordinances, Divisions, and Heresies of the 
Primitive Church in the Lifetime of St. Paul. 

*e 

We are now arrived at a point in St. Paul’s history when it seems 
needful, for the full understanding of the remainder of his career, 
and especially of his Epistles, to give some description of the in¬ 
ternal condition of those churches which looked to him as their 
father in the faith. Nearly all of these had now been founded, and 
regarding the early development of sereral of them, we have con¬ 
siderable information frorii his letters and from other sources. 
This information we shall now endeavour to bring into one general 
view ; and in so doing (since the Pauline churches were only par¬ 
ticular portions of the universal Church), we shall necessarily have 
to consider the distinctive peculiarities and internal condition of 
the primitive Church generally, as it existed in the time of the 
Apostles. 

The feature which most immediately forces itself upon our notice, 
as distinctive of the Church in the Apostolic age, is its possession of 
supernatural gifts. Concerning those, our whole information must 
be derived from Scripture, because they appear to have vanished 
with the disappearance of the Apostles themselves, and there is no 
authentic account of their existence in the Church in any writings 
of a later date than the books of the New Testament. This fact 
gives a more remarkable and impressive character to the frequent 
mention of them in the writings of the Apostles, where the exercise 
of such gifts is spoken of as a matter of ordinary occurrence. 
Indeed, this is so much the case, that these miraculous powers arc 
not even mentioned by the Apostolic writers as a class apart (as we 
should now consider them), but are joined in the same classification 
with other gifts, which we are wont to term natural endowments or 
‘talents.’* Thus St. Paul tells ns (1 Cor. xii. 11) that all these 

■3 

1 Til© two great classifications of II. (1 Cor. xii. 28.) 

them in St. Paul's writings ore as fol- 1 . apostles. 
lows: , ■•on 2- prophets. See {fiD- 

Class 1. ](«,) the word of wisdom. 3. teachers; including («,) and (.,) 

to one. 1 (a 3 ) the word of knowledge. perhaps. 

faith. . "*• miracles. See (0,). 

gifts of healing. (1) gifts of healing. See (0j). 

working of miracles. . g (2) helps, 
prophecy. * (3) governments, 

discerning of spirits. (4) diversities of tongues. See (yi)- 

kinds of tongues. It may be remarked, that the foliow- 

interpretation of ing divisions are in I. and not in It; 

tongues via. 0 4 , £> and y,: and •*» though 
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charisnus, or spiritual gifts, were wrought by one and the same 
Spirit, who distributed them to each severally according to His own 
will; and among these he classes the gift of Healing, and the gift 
of Tongues, as falling under the same category with the talent for 
administrative usefulness, and the faculty of Government. But* 
though we learn from this to refer the ordinary natural endowments • 
of men, not less than the supernatural powers bestowed in the 
Apostolic age, to a divine source, yet, since we are treating of that 
which gave a distinctive character to the Apostolic Church, is 
desirable that we should make a division between the two classes 
of gifts, the extraordinary and the ordinary ; although this division 
was not made by the Apostles at the time when both kinds of gifts 
were in ordinary exercise. 

The most striking manifestation of divine interposition was tho 
power of working what are commonly called Miracles, that is, 
changes in the usual operation of the laws of nature. This power 
was exercised by St. Paul himself very frequently (as wo know from 
the narrative in the Acts), as well as by the other Apostles ; and in 
the Epistles we find repeated allusions to its exercise by ordinary 
Christians. 1 As examples of the operation of this power, we need 
only refer to St. Paul’s raising Eutychus from the dead, his striking 
Elymjjs with blindness, his healing the sick at Ephesus, J and his 
curing the father of Publius at Melita. 3 

Tho last-mentioned examples are instances of tho exercise of tho 
[lift »f heuliny , which was a peculiar branch of the <jift of miraclex, 
and sometimes apparently possessed by those who had not the 
higher gift. The source of all these miraculous powers was tho 
eharism of faith; namely, that peculiar kind of wonder-working 
faith spoken of in Matt. xvii. 20 ; 1 Cor. xii. S), and xiii. 2, 
which consisted in an intense belief that all obstacles would vanish 
before the power ^jiven. This must of course bo distinguished 
from that dixpodtoou of faith which is essential to the Christian 
life. 

We have remarked that the exercise of these miraculous powers 
is spoken of both in the Acts and Epistles as a matter of ordinary 
occurrence ; and in that tone of quiet (and often incidental) al¬ 
lusion, in which we mention the facts of our daily life. And this 
is the case, not in a narrative of events long past (where uninten- 


not explicitly in II., yet are probably 
included in it as necessary gifts for 
‘ apattUx,' and perhaps also for 
* teacher!,' as Meander supposes. 

It is difficult to observe any principle 
which runs through these classifica¬ 
tions; probably I. was not meant as a 
systematic classification at all ; II., 
however, certainly was in some mea¬ 
sure, because St. Paul uses the words 
second, third, 

It is very difficult to arrive at any 
certain conclusion on the subject, be- 
jyia* of our imperfect understanding 
o« the nature of the charisma them- 


Helves ; they are alluded to only as 
things well known to the Corinthians, 
and of course without any precise de¬ 
scription of their nature. 

In Kom. xii. 6-8, another unsyste¬ 
matic enumeration of four eharism* is 
given ; viz. (H prophecy, (2 ) ministry, 
(H) teaching* (4) exhortation. 

* <5al. iii. 5 (where observe the pre¬ 
sent tense) is one of many examples. 

* Acts xix. 11, 12. 

3 On this latter miracle, see the ex¬ 
cellent remarks in Smith’s Voyage and 
Shipwreck of St. Paul, p. 116. 


AA 
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tional exaggeration might be supposed to have crept in), but in the 
narrative of a cotemporary, wnting immediately after the occur¬ 
rence of the events which he records, and of which he was an eye¬ 
witness ; and yet further, this phenomenon occurs in letters which 
speak of those miracles as wrought in the daily sight of the readers 
* addressed. Now the question forced upon every intelligent mind 
is, whether such a phenomenon can be explained except by the 
assumption that the miracles did really happen. Is this assump¬ 
tion* more difficult than that of Hume (which has been revived with 
an air of novelty by modern infidels), who cuts the knot by as¬ 
suming that whenever we meet with an account of a miracle, it is 
ipso facto to be ’'ejected as incredible, no matter by what weight of 
evidence it may be supported f 

Besides the p iwer of working miracles, other supernatural gifts 
of a less extraordinary character were bestowed upon the early 
Church. The most important were the gift of toiigues, and the gift 
of prophecy. With regard to the former there is much difficulty, 
from the notices of it in Scripture, in fully comprehending its 
nature. But from the passages where it is mentioned, 1 we may 
gather thus much concerning it: first, that it was not a knowledge 
of foreign languages, as is often supposed ; we never read of its 
being exercised for the conversion of foreign nations, nor (except 
on the day of Pentecost alone) for that of individual foreigners ; 
and even on that occasion the foreigners present were all Jewish 
proselytes, and most of them understood the Hellenistic 8 dialect. 
Secondly, we learn that this gift was the result of a sudden influx 
of supernatural inspiration, which came upon the new believer im¬ 
mediately after his baptism, and recurred afterwards at uncertain 
intervals. Thirdly, we find that while under its influence the exer¬ 
cise of the understanding was suspended, while the spirit was rapt 
into a state of ecstasy by the immediate communication of the Spirit 
of God. In this ecstatic trance tho believer w%s constrained by an 
irresistible 3 power to pour forth his feelings of thanksgiving and 
rapture in words ; yet the words which issued from his mouth were 
not his own ; he was even (usually) ignorant of their meaning. St. 
Paul desired that those who possessed this gift should not be suf¬ 
fered to exercise it in the congregation, unless some one present 
possessed another gift (subsidiary to this), called the interpretation 
of tongues, by which the ecstatic utterance of f.he former might be 
rendered available for general edification. Another gift, also, was 
needful for the checking of false pretensions to this and some other 
charisma, viz. the gift of discerning of spirits, the recipients of 

1 Vis. Mark xvi. 17; Acts li. 4, &c., and Arabians, and the Jews from these 
Acts x. 46, Acts xi. 16-17, Acts xix. latter conntriea would probably under- 
St 1 Cor. xii., and 1 Cor: xiv. We stand the Aramaic of Palestine. [For 
must refer to the notes on these two a different view of the gift of toogtus 
last-named chapters for some further - we may refer to Dr. Wordsworth's note 
discussion of the difficulties connected on Acts ii. 4. H.l 
with this gift. » His spirit was not sshhct to Us 

* This must probably have been the will. See 1 Cor. xiv. 82. [gust sower 
case with til the foreigners mentioned, of self-control does appear distinctly 
except the Parthians, Medes, Elamites, implied in tbiapassage and ver. 78. H.J 
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which could distinguish between the real and the imaginary pos¬ 
sessors of spiritual gifts . 1 

From the gift of tongues we pass, by a natural transition, to the 
gift of prophecy.* It is needless to remark that, in the Scriptural 
sense of the term, a prophet does not mean a foreteller of future 
events, but o revealer of Clod’s toill to man ; though the latter sense 
may (and sometimes does) include the former. So the gift of pro-* 
phecy was that chariam which enabled its possessors to utter, with 
the authority of inspiration, divine strains of warning, exhortation, 
encouragement, or rebuke ; and to teach and enforce the truths of 
Christianity with supernatural energy and effect. The wide dif¬ 
fusion among the members of the Church of this prophetical in¬ 
spiration was a circumstance which is mentioned by St. Peter as 
distinctive of the Gospel dispensation ; 3 in fact, we find that in the 
family of Philip the Evangelist alone, 1 * there were four daughters 
who exercised this gift; and the general possession of it is in like 
manner implied by the directions of St. Paul to the Corinthians.* 
The latter Apostle describes the mafvellous effect of the inspired 
addresses thus spoken/ He looks upon the gift of prophecy as one 
of the great instruments for the conversion of unbelievers ; and far 
more serviceable in this respect than the gift of tongues, although 
by some of the new converts it was not so highly esteemed, because 
it seemed less strange and wonderful. 

Thus far we have mentioned the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit 
which were vouchsafed to the Church of that age alone ; yet (as we 
have before said) there was no strong line of division, no ‘ great 
gulf fixed’ between these, and what we now should call the ordi¬ 
nary gifts, or natural endowments of the Christian converts. Thus 
the gift of prophecy cannot easily be separated by any accurate 
demarcation from another charism often mentioned in Scripture, 
which we should now consider an ordinary talent, namely, the gift 
of teaching. The distinction between them appears to have been 
that the latter was more habitually and constantly exercised by its 
possessors than the former : we are not to suppose, however, that 
it was necessarily given to different persons ; on the contrary, an 
excess of divine inspiration might at any moment cause the teacher 
to apeak as a prophet ; and this was constantly exemplified in the 
case of the Apostles, who exercised the gift of prophecy for the 
conversion of their unbelieving hearers, and the gift of teaching for 
the building up of their converts in the faith. 

Other gifts specially mentioned as charisma are the gift of govern¬ 
ment and the gift of ministration. 7 By the former, certain persons 
were specially fitted to preside over the Church and regulate its 
internal order ; by the latter its possessors were enabled to minister 
to the wants of their brethren, to manage the distribution of relief 


1 This latter charism seems to hare 
been requisite for the presbyters. See 
1 These, r. SU 

* If it be asked why we class this 
as among the supernatural or extra- 
onSmary aitls, it will be sufficient to re¬ 
fer to smm passages as Acts xi. 27, 28. 


* Acts &. 17, 18. 

4 Acta xxi. 9. 

4 I Cor. xi. 4, and I Cor. xir. 84, 
31, 84. 

• 1 Cot. xiv. 20. 

7 The ‘ chariam' of ‘ministry' or of 
‘help/ 
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among the poorer members of the Church, to tend the sfck, and 
carry out other practical ■works of piety. 

The mention of these latter charisms leads us naturally to con¬ 
sider the offices which at that time existed in the Church, to which 
$he possessors of these gifts were severally called, according as the 
endowment which they had received fitted them to discharge the 
‘duties of the respective functions. We will endeavour, therefore, 
to give an outline of the constitution and government of the primi¬ 
tive Christian churches, as it existed in the time of the Apostles, 
so fat as we can ascertain it from the information supplied to 113 in 
the New Testament. •• 

Amongst the several classifications which are there given of 
church officers, the most important (from its relation to subsequent 
ecclesiastical history) is that by which they are divided into Apostles, 1 * 
Presbyters, and Deacons. The monarchical, or (as it would be now 
called) the episcopal element of church government was, in this 
first period, supplied by the authority of, the Apostles. This title 
was probably at first confined to ‘ the Twelve, ’ who were immedi¬ 
ately nominated to their office (with the exception of Matthias) by 
our Lord Himself. To this body the title was limited by the 
Judaising section of the Church ; but St. Paul vindicated his own 
claim to the Apostolic name and authority as resting upon the 
same commission given him by the same Lord; and his companion, 
St. Luke, applies the name to Barnabas also. In a lower pense, 
the term was applied to all the more eminent Christian teachers ; 
as, for example, to Andronicus and Junius. 3 * * 6 * 8 And it was also 
sometimes used in its simple etymological sense of emissary, which 
had not yet been lost in its other and more technical meaning. 
Still those only were called emphatically the Apostles who had 
received their commission from Christ Himself, including the eleven 
who had been chosen by Him while on earth, with St. Matthias 
and St. Paul, who had been selected for the office by their Lord 
(though in different ways) after H ; s ascension. 


1 • Apostles and Presbyters ’ are men¬ 
tioned Acts xv. 2, and elsewhere ; and 
the two classes of ‘ Presbyters and 
Deacons’ are mentioned Phil. i. 1. 
See p. 840, u. 1. 

The following are the facts concern¬ 
ing the use of the word avdoroAot in 
the New Testament. 

It occurs— 

once in 8t. Matthew ;—of the Twelve, 

once in St. Mark;—of the Twelve. 

6 times in St. Luke ;—6 times of the 
Twelve, once in its general ety¬ 
mological sense. 

once in St. John;—in its general ety¬ 
mological sense. 

80 times m Acts ;—(always in plural) 
28 times of the Twelve, and twice 
of Paul and Barnabas. 

8 times in Romanstwice of St. Paul, 
once of Andronicus. 

16 times in Corinthians;—14 times of 


St. Paul or the Twelve, twice in 
etymological sense, viz. 2 Cor. viii. 
23, and xi. 13. 

3 times in Gal.;—of St. Paul and the 

Twelve. 

4 times in Ephes.; of St. Paul and the 

Twelve. v 

once in Philip.etymological sense, 
once in Thess.; of St. Paul. 

4 times in Timothy;—of St. Paul, 
once in Titus ;—o# St. Paul, 
once in Hebrews (iii. 1);—of Christ 
Himself. 

3 times in Peter ;—of the Twelve, 
once in Jude ;—of the Twelve. 

3 times iu Apocalypse;—either of 
‘ false apostles’ or of the Twelve. 
"Besides this, the word anarrsAa is 
used to signify the Apostolic office, once 
in Acts and three times by St. Pau 
(who attributes it to himself). 

* Rom. xv I. 7. 
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In anting f'b<kt the Apostles embodied that element in church 
government, which has since been represented by episcopacy, wo 
must not, however, be understood to mean that the power of the 
Apostles was subject to those limitations to which the authority of 
bishops has always been subjected. The primitive bishop was sur¬ 
rounded by his council of presbyters, and took no important step 
without their sanction; but this was far from being the case with 
the Apostles. They were appointed by Christ Himself, with absolute 
power to govern His Church; to them He had given the keys of 
the kingdom of Heaven, with authority to admit or to exclude; 
they were also guided by His perpetual inspiration, so that all 
their moral and religious teaching was absolutely and infallibly 
true ; they were empowered by their solemn denunciations of evil, 
and their inspired judgments on all moral questions, to bind and to 
loose, to remit and to retain the sins of men. ' This was the essen¬ 
tial peculiarity of their office, which can find no parallel in tlw after 
history of the Church. 3?ut, so far their function was to govern, 
they represented the monarchical element in the constitution of 
the early Church, and their power was a full counterpoise to that 
democratic tendency which has sometimes been attributed to the 
ecclesiastical arrangements of the Apostolic period. Another pecu¬ 
liarity which distinguishes them from all subsequent rulers of the 
Church is, that they were not limited to a sphere of action defined 
by geographical boundaries : the whole world was their diocese, and 
they bore the Glad-tidings, east or west, north or south, as the 
Holy Spirit might direct their course at the time, and governed the 
churches which they founded wherever they might bo placed. 
Moreover, those charisma which wore possessed by other Christiana 
singly and severally, were collectively given to the Apostles, be¬ 
cause all were needed for their work. The gift of minifies was 
bestowed upon them in abundant measure, that they might strike 
terror into the adversaries of the truth, and win, by outward 
wonders, the attention of thousands whoso minds were closed by 
ignorance against the inward and the spiritual. They had the gift 
of prophecy as the very characteristic of their office, for it was their 
especial commission to reveal the truth of God to man ; they woro 
consoled in the midst of their labours by heavenly visions, and rapt 
in supernatural ecstasies, in which they ‘ spake in tongue* ’ ‘ to God 
and not to man.’ 1 . They had the ‘gift of government,’ for that 
which came upon them daily was ‘ the care of all the Churches; ’ 
the ‘ gift of teaching,’ for they must build up their converts in the 
faith; even the ‘gift of minUfrafion ’ was not unneeded by them, 
nor did they think it beneath them to undertake the humblest 
offices of a deacon for the good of the Church. When needful, 
they could ‘serve tables’ and collect alms, and work with their 

1 No doubt, in a certain rente, this far as it is exercised in exact accnr- 
power is shared (according to tho teach- dance with the inspired teaching of the 
ing of our Ordination Service) by Apostles. 

Christian ministers now, but it is in * See note on 1 Cor. xlv. 18. Also 
quite a secondary sense; viz. only so see 2 Cor. xii. 
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own hands at mechanical trades, ‘ that so labouring they might 
support the weak; ’ inasmuch as they were the servants of Him 
who came not to be ministered unto, but to minister. 

Of the offices concerned with Church government, the next in 
tank to that of the Apostles was the office of Overseers or Elders, 
more usually known (by their Greek designations) as Bishops or 
Presbyters. These terms are used in the New Testament as equi¬ 
valent , 1 the former (em'n-ifOTrot) denoting (as its meaning of overseer 
implies) the duties, the latter (»rpt<T/Wr»po t ) the rank, of the office. 
The history of the Church leaves us no room for doubt that on the 
death of the Apostles, or perhaps at an earlier period (and, in either 
case, by their directions), one amongst the Presbyters of each 
Church was selected to preside over the rest, and to him was 
applied emphatically the title of the bishop or overseer, which 
had previously belonged equally to all; thus he became in reality 
(what he was sometimes called) the successor of the Apostles, 
as exercising (though in a lower degree)' that function of govern¬ 
ment which had formerly belonged to them . 3 But in speaking of 
this change we are anticipating; for at the time of which we are 
now writing, at the foundation of the Gentile Churches, the Apos¬ 
tles themselves were the chief governors of the Church, and the 
Presbyters of each particular society were co-ordinate with one 
another. We find that they existed at an early period in Jeru¬ 
salem, and likewise that they were appointed by the Apostles 
upon the first formation of a church in every city. The same 
name ‘Elder,’ was attached to an office of a corresponding nature 
in the Jewish synagogues, whence both title and office were pro¬ 
bably derived. The name of Bishop was afterwards given to 
this office in the Gentile churches, at a somewhat later period, as 
expressive of its duties, and as more familiar than the other title 
to Greek ears . 3 

The office of the Presbyters was to watch over the particular 
church in which they ministered, in all that regarded its external 
order and internal purity ; they were to instruct the ignorant , 4 to 
exhort the faithful, to confute the gainsayers , 5 to ‘warn the unruly, 
to comfort the feeble-minded, to support the weak, to be patient 
towards all .’ 6 They were ‘ to take heed to the flock over which the 
Holy Ghost had made them overseers, to feed the Church of God 
which Ho had purchased with His own blood .’ 7 In one word, it 
was their duty (as it has been the duty of all who have been called 


1 Thus, in the address at Miletus, 
the same persons are called Ime-mCwovt 
(Acta xx. 28) who had just before 
been named trp»<r0u rtpovs (Acts xx. 
17). See also the Pastoral Epistles, 
passim. * 

* Baron Bunsen (whom no one can 
suspect of hierarchal tendencies) ex¬ 
pressed his concurrence in this view. 
He says : * St. John established or sanc¬ 
tioned the institution of single Rectors, 
called Overseers (J»i«r* ,»<►>), as presi¬ 
dents of the Presbytery- This form of 


government, as being the more perfect 
and practical, particularly in such diffi¬ 
cult times, soon spread over the Chris¬ 
tian world.’—Bunsen’s Hippotytus, 2nd 
ed. ii. 8(>0. 

’ ’Eiriorsoiror was the title of the 
Athenian commissioners to their subject 
allies. 

4 1 Tim. iii. 2. 

3 Tit. 1. 9. 

8 1 Thess. v. 14. 

7 Acts xx. 28. 
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to the toe office during the nineteen centuries which have suc¬ 
ceeded) to promote to the utmost of their ability, and by every 
means within their reach, the spiritual good of all those committed 
to their care. 1 

The last of the three orders, that of Deacons, did not take its place 
in the ecclesiastical organisation till towards the close of St. Paul’# 
life ; or, at least, this name was not assigned to thoso who discharged, 
the functions of the Diaconate till a late period ; the Epistle to the 
Philippians being the earliest in which the term occurs * in its tech¬ 
nical sense. In fact the word (<ft«rui’oy) occurs thirty times in the 
New Testament, and only three times (or at most four) is it used as 
an official designation ; in all the other passages it is used in its simple 
etymological sense of a ministering serranf. It is a remarkable fact, 
too, that it never once occurs in the Acts as the title of thoso seven 
Hellenistic Christians who are generally (though improperly) called 
the seven deacons, and who were only elected to supply a temporary 
emergency. 3 But although the title of the Diaconate docs not occur 
till afterwards, the office ferns to hav® existed from the first in the 
Church of Jerusalem (see Acts v. 0, 10) ; those who discharged its 
duties were then called the yountj men, in contradistinction to the 
presbyters or elders ; and it was their duty to assist the latter by 
discharging the mechanical services rcqnis to for the well-being of 
the Christian community. Gradually, however, as the Church in¬ 
creased, the natural division of labour would suggest a subdivision 
of the ministrations performed by them ; those which only required 
bodily labour would be intrusted to a less educated class of servants, 
and those which required the work of the head ns well as the hands 
(such, for example, as the distribution of alms), would form the 
duties of the deacons ; for we may now spuak of them by that 
name, which became appropriated to them before the close of the 
Apostolic epoch. 

There is not much information given us, with regard to their 
functions, in the New Testament: but, from St. Paul’s directions 
to Timothy concerning their qualifications, it is evident that their 
office was one of considerable importance. He requires that they 
should be men of grave character, and ‘ not greedy of filthy lucre ; ’ 


* Other titles, denoting their office, 
are applied to the presbyter* in some 
passages,eg. Uom.xii. 8 "; and 1 The.**, 
v. 12; lleb. xiii. 7; Kph. iv. 11:1 Or. 
xii. 28. It is, indeed, possible (as 
Neender thinks) that the ‘teacher*’ 
may at first have been sometime* dif¬ 
ferent from the ‘ presbyters,’ a* the 
4 charism of teaching' was distinct from 
the ‘charism of governing;' but those 
who possessed both gift* would surely 
have been chosen presbyters from the 
first, if they were to be found and, at 
all events, in the time of the Pastoral 
Kpistles we find the offices united. 
(1 Tim. iii. 2 .) See, however, the note 
on 1 Tim. v. 17. 

* In Bom. xvi. I, it is applied to a 


woman; and wc cannot confidently 
as*ort that it is there u*od technically 
to denote an office, especially as the 
word Siasoeor is so constantly used in 
it* non technical sense of one who min¬ 
ister* in any way to oilier*. [See next 
note but one. it.) 

3 See Chap. II. p. 6 />. We observe, 
also, that when any of the seven are 
referred to, it is never by the title of 
deacon; thus Philip is called ‘ the 
evangelist' (Acts xxi. 8 ). In fact, the 
office of ‘ the seven ' was one of much 
higher importance than that held by 
the subsequent deacons. [Still it can 
hardly be doubted that we have here 
the beginning of the official diaconate 
in the Church, it.] 
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the latter qualification relating to their duty in administering the 
charitable fund of the Church. He desireB that they should not 
exercise the office till after their character had been first subjected 
to an examination, and had been found free from all imputation 
against it. If (as is reasonable) we explain these intimations by 
what we know of the Diaconate in the succeeding century, we may 
"assume that its duties in the Apostolic Churches (when their organi¬ 
sation was complete), were to assist the presbyters in all that con¬ 
cerned the outward service of the Church, and in executing the 
details of those measures, the general plan of which was organised 
by the presbyters. And, doubtless, those only were selected for 
this office who had received the gift of ministration previously men¬ 
tioned. 

It is a disputed point whether there was an order of Deaconesses 
to minister among the women in the Apostolic Church ; the only 
proof of their existence is the epithet attached to the name of Phcebe, 1 
which may be otherwise understood. At, the same time, it must be 
acknowledged that the almost Oriental seclusion in which the Greek 
women were kept, would render the institution of such an office 
not unnatural in the churches of Greece, as well as in those of the 
East. 

Besides the three orders of Apostles, Presbyters, and Deacons, we 
find another classification of the ministry of the Church in the Epistle 
to the Ephesians, 2 where they are divided under four heads, viz., 1 
1st, Apostles; 2ndly, Prophets; 3rdly, Evangelists; 4thly, Pastors 
and Teachers. By the fourth class we must understand 2 the Pres¬ 
byters to be denoted, and we then have two other names interpo¬ 
lated between these and the Apostles; viz. Prophets and Evangelists. 
By the former we must understand those on whom the gift of pro¬ 
phecy was bestowed in such abundant measure as to constitute their 
peculiar characteristic; and whose work it was to impart constantly 
to their brethren the revelations which they received from the Holy 
Spirit. The term Evangelist is applied to those missionaries, who, 
like Philip, 1 and Timothy, 8 travelled from place to place, to bear 
the Glad-tidings of Christ to unbelieving nations or individuals. 
Hence it follows that the Apostles were all Evangelists, although 
there were also Evangelists who were not Apostles. It is needless 
to add that our modern uso of the word Evangelist (as meaning 
writer of a Gospel) is of later date, and has no place here. 

All these classes of Church-officers were maintained (so far as 
they required it) by the contributions of those in whose service 
they laboured. St. Paul lays down, in the strongest manner, their 
right to such maintenance ; 7 yet, at the same time, we find that he 

* Rom. xvi. 1 . See p. 841, n. 2. It a different view is held of the Scriptural 
should be observed, however, that the authority for a female diaconate. h.1 
‘widows’ mentioned 1 Tim.V. 9 were * Kph. iv. 11 . 

practically Deaconesses, although they 1 A similar classification occurs 1 Cor. 
do not seem, at the time of the Pastoral xii. 28; viz., 1st, Apostles; 2ndly, Pro- 
Epistles, to have been called by that phets; Srdly, Teachers, 
name. [For a general discussion of this 4 See above, p. 841, n. 1. 

subject, see the Quarterly Jteview for 1 Acts xxi. 8 . 

Oct. I860, especially pp. 387.868, where 1 2 Tim. iv. 5. 


1 1 Cor. ix. 7-14. 
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very rarely accepted the offerings, which, in the exercise of this 
right, he might himself have claimed. He preferred to labour with 
his own hands for his own support, that he might put his disinte¬ 
rested motives beyond the possibility of suspicion ; and he advises 
the presbyters of the Ephesian Church to follow his example in* 
this respect, that so they might be able tc contribute, by their own • 
exertions, to the support of tl helpless. 

The mode of appointment to these different oilices varied with 
the nature of the office. The Apostles, as we have seen, received 
their commission directly from Christ Himself; the Prophets were 
appointed by that inspiration which they received from the Holy 
Spirit, yet their claims would bo subjected to the judgment of those 
who had received the gift of discernment of spirits. The Evan¬ 
gelists were sent on particular missions from time to time, by the 
Christians with whom they lived (but not without a special reve¬ 
lation of the Holy Spirit’s will to that effect), as the Church of 
Antioch sent away Paul aftd Barnabas, to evangelise Cyprus. The 
Presbyters and Deacons were appointed by the Apostles themselves 
(ns at Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch in Pisidia '), or by their depu¬ 
ties, as in the case of Timothy and Titus; yet, in all such instances, 
it is not improbable that the concurrence of the whole body of the 
Church was obtained ; and it is possible that in other cases, as well 
as in the appointment of the seven Hellenists, the otlicors of the 
Church may have been elected by the Church which they were to 


serve. 

In all cases, so far as we may infer from the recorded instances 
in the Acts, those who were selected for the performance of Church 
offices were solemnly set apart for the duties to which they devoted 
themselves. This ordination they received, whether the office to 
which they wore called was permanent or temporary. The Church, 
of which they were members, devoted a preparatory season to 
‘ fasting and prayev.; ’ and then those who were to be set apart wore 
consecrated to their work by that solemn and touching symbolical 
act, the laying on of hands, which has been ever since appropriated 
to the same purpose and meaning. And thus, in answer to tho 
faith and prayers of the Church, the spiritual gift* necessary for 
the performance of the office were bestowed ‘ by Him who is ‘ the 
Lora and Giver of Life. ’ 

Having thus briefly attempted to describe the Offices of the 
Apostolic Church, we pass to the consideration of its Ordinances. 
Of these, the chief were, of course, those two sacraments ordained 
by Christ Himself, which have been tho heritage of the Universal 
Church throughout all succeeding ages. The sacrament of Bap¬ 
tism was regarded as the door of entrance into the Christian Church, 
and was held to be so indispensable that it could not be omitted 
even in the case of St. Paul. We have seerf that although he had 
been called to the Apostleship by the direct intervention of Christ 
Himself, yet he was commanded to receive baptism at the hands of 
a simple disciple. In ordinary cases, the sole condition required 


1 Acts xiv. 21-28. Ond which i» in thee by the putting on 

* Compere 2 Tim. i. 0. • The gift of my hsnda.* 
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for baptism was, that the persons to be baptized should acknow¬ 
ledge Jesus as the Messiah, 1 * declared to be the Son of God with 
power, by His resurrection from the dead.’ In this acknowledg¬ 
ment was virtually involved the readiness of the new converts to 
c submit to the guidance of those whom Christ had appointed as the 
c Apostles and teachers of His Church; and we find* that they were 
subsequently instructed in the truths of Christianity, and were 
taught the true spiritual meaning of those ancient prophecies, which 
(if Jews) they had hitherto interpreted of a human conqueror and 
an earthly kingdom. This instruction, however, took place after 
baptism, not before it; and herein we remark a great and striking 
difference from the subsequent usage of the Church. For, not 
long after the time of the Apostles, the primitive practice in this 
respect was completely reversed ; in all cases the convert was sub¬ 
jected to a long course of preliminary instructidn before he was 
admitted to baptism, and in some instances the catechumen re¬ 
mained unbaptized till the, hour of death ; for thus he thought to 
escape the strictness of a Christian life, and fancied that a death¬ 
bed baptism would operate magically upon his spiritual condition, 
and ensure his salvation. The Apostolic practice of immediate 
baptism would, had it been retained, have guarde<| the Church 
from so baneful a superstition. 

It has been questioned whether the Apostles baptized adults only, 
or whether they admitted infants also into the Church ; yet we 
cannot but think it probable that infant baptism 3 was their practice. 
ThiB appears, not merely because (had it been otherwise) we must 


1 This condition would (at first sight) 
appear as if only applicable to Jews or 
Jewish proselytes, who already were 
looking for a Messiah; yet, since the 
acknowledgment of Jesus ns the Mes¬ 
siah involves in itself, when rightly 
understood, the whole of Christianity, 
it was a sufficient, foundation for the 
faith of Gentiles also. In the case 
both of Jews and Gentiles, the thing 
uired. In the first instance, was a 
ief in the testimony of the A|>ostlcs, 
that ‘ this Jesus had God raised up,’ 
and thuB had ‘ made that same Jesus, 
whom they had crucified, both Lord 
and Christ.’ The most important pas¬ 
sages, as bearing on this subject, are 
the baptism and confirmation of the 
Samaritan converts (Acts viii.), the 
account of the baptism of the Ethiopian 
eunuch (Acts viii.), of Cornelius (Acts 
x.), of the Philippian gaoler (Acts xvi.) 
(the only case where the baptism of a 
non-proselyted Heathen is recorded), 
of John’s disciples at Ephesus (Acts 
xix.), and the atatement in Rom. x. 9, 
10 . 

1 This appears from such passages 
as Gal. vi. 6 j 1 These, v. 12; Acts xx. 


20 , 28, and many others. 

3 It is at first startling to find 
Neander, with his great learning and 
candour, taking an opposite view. Vet 
the arguments on which he grounds 
his opinion, both ill the Pluntinq amt 
Pending and in the Church History. 
seem plainly inconclusive. He himself 
acknowledges that the principles laid 
down by St. Paul (I Cor. vii. 14) con¬ 
tain a justification of infant baptism, 
and he admits that it was practised in 
the time of Ircnicus. His chief reason 
against thinking it an Apostolical 
practice {Church History, sect. 3) is, 
that Tertullian opposed it; but Ter- 
tullian does not pretend to call it an 
innovation. It is needless here to do 
more than refer to the well-known pas¬ 
sages of Origen which prove that in¬ 
fant baptism prevailed in the church 
of Alexandria as early as the close of 
the second century. Surely if infant 
baptism had not been sanctioned by the 
Apostles, we should have found some 
one at least among the many churches 
of primitive Christendom resisting its 
introduction. 
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have found some traces of the first introduction of infant baptism 
afterwards, but also because the very idea of the Apostolic baptism, 
as the entrance into Christ’s kingdom, implies that it could not have 
been refused to infants without violating the command of Christ: 

‘ Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of* 
such is the kingdom of heaven.’ Again, St. Paul expressly says* 
that the children of a Christian parent were to be looked upon as 
consecrated to God (a'yioi) by virtue of their very birth ; 1 and it 
would have been most inconsistent with this view, as well as with 
the practice in the case of adults, t to delay the reception of infants 
into the Church till they had been fully instructed in Christian 
doctrine. 

We know from the Gospels 2 that the new converts were baptized 
1 in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. ’ 
And after the performance 3 of the sacrament, an outward sign was 
given that God was indeed present with His Church, through the 
mediation of The Son, in flic person of. The Spirit; for the baptized 
converts, when the Apostles had laid their hands on them, received 
some spiritual gift, either the power of working miracles, or of 
speaking in tongues, bestowed upon each of them by Him who 
‘ divideth tc^every man severally as He will.’ It. is needless to add 
that baptism was (unless in exceptional cases) administered by 
immersion, the convert being plunged beneath the surface of 
the water to represent his death to the life of sin, and then 
raised from this momentary burial to represent his resurrection 
to the life of righteousness. It must be a subject of regret that 
the general discontinuance of this original form of baptism 
(though perhaps necessary in our northern climates) has rendered 
obscure to popular apprehension some very important passages of 
Scripture. 

With regard to the other sacrament, we know both from the Acts 
and the Epistles how constantly the Apostolic Church obeyed their 
Lord’s command : 1 Do this in remembrance of me.’ Indeed it 
would seem that originally their common meals were ended, as that 
memorable feast at Emmaus had been, by its celebration ; so that, 
as at the first to those two disciples, their Lord’s presence was daily 
‘ made known unto them in the breaking of bread. ’ * Subsequently 
the Communion was administered at the close of the public feasts 
of love (Agapce*) at^hicli the Christians met to realise their fellow¬ 
ship one with another, and to partake together, rich and poor, 


1 1 Cor. vii. 14. 

* Matt, xxviil. 19. We cannot agree 
with Neander (Planting and leading, 
1 . 28, and 188) that the evidence of this 
positive command is at all impaired by 
our flnding baptism described in the 
Acts and Epistles as baptism into the 
r namu of Jesus ; the latter seems a con¬ 
densed exp r e s sion which would natu¬ 
rally be employed, just as we now speak 
* Ifhrutian baptism. The answer of 
St. Paul to the disciples of John the 
Beptbt at Ephesus (Acts xix. 8), is a 


strong argument that the name of the 
Holy fihost occurred in the baptismal 
formula then employed. 

’ The case of Cornelius, in wlileh 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit were be¬ 
stowed beftfre baptism, waa an excep¬ 
tion to the ordinary rule. 

* I.uke xxiv. 35*. 

4 Jude 12. Tills is the custom to 
which Pliny alludes, when he describes 
the Christians meeting to partake of 
dime pmmitcuus et intensive. 
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masters and slaves, on equal terms, of the common meal. But this 
practice led to abuses, as we see in the case of the Corinthian 
Church, where the very idea of the ordinance was violated l>y 
the providing of different food for the rich and poor, and where 
some of the former were even guilty of intemperance. Conse¬ 
quently a change was made, and the communion administered 
before instead of after the meal, and finally separated from it alto¬ 
gether. 

The festivals observed by the Apostolic Church were at first the 
same with those of the Jews ; and the observance of these was con¬ 
tinued, especially by the Christians of Jewish birth, for a consider¬ 
able time. A higher and more spiritual meaning, however, was 
attached to their celebration ; and particularly the Paschal feast 
was kept, no longer as a shadow of good things ta come, but as the 
commemoration of blessings actually bestowed in the death and 
resurrection of Christ. Thus we already see the germ of our 
Easter festival in the exhortation which St. Paul gives to the 
Corinthians concerning the manner in which they should celebrate 
the Paschal feast. Nor was it only at this annual feast that they 
kept in memory the resurrection of their Lord ; every Sunday 
likewise was a festival in memory of the same event"; the Church 
never failed to meet for common prayer and praise on that day of 
the week ; and it very soon acquired the name of the ‘ Lord’s Day,’ 
which it has since retained. 

But the meetings of the first converts for public worship were not 
confined to a single day of the week ; they were always frequent, 
often daily. The Jewish Christians met at first in Jerusalem in 
some of the courts of the temple, there to join in the prayers and 
hear the teaching of Peter and John. Afterwards the private houses' 
of the more opulent Christians were thrown open to furnish their 
brethren with a place of assembly ; and they met for prayer and 
praise in some ‘ upper chamber,’ ‘ with the ‘ door shut for fear of 
the Jews.’ The outward form and order of their worship differed 
very materially from our own, as indeed was necessarily the ense 
where so many of the worshippers were under the miraculous in¬ 
fluence of the Holy Spirit. Some were filled with prophetic inspi¬ 
ration ; some constrained to pour forth their ecstatic feelings in 
the exercise of the gift of tongues, ‘ as the Spirit gave them ut¬ 
terance.’ We see, from St. Paul’s directions to the Corinthians, 
that there wns danger even then lest their worship should de¬ 
generate into a scene of confusion, from the number who wished to 
take part in the public ministrations ; and he lays down rules which 
show that even the exercise of supernatural gifts was to be re¬ 
strained, if it tended to violate the orderly celebration of public 
worship. He directs that not more than two or three should pro- 
phesy in the same assembly; and that those who had the gift of 
tongues should not exercise it, unless some one present had the gift, 
of interpretation, and could oxplain their.utterances to the congrega¬ 
tion. He also forbids women (even though some of them might be 

, * Sea Rom. xvi.8, and 1 Cor. xvi. 19, * ‘The upper chamber where they 

Snd Acts xviil. 7. were gathered together.’— Act ».xx. 8 . 
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prophetesses) 1 to speak in the public assembly ; and desires that 
they should appear veiled, as became the modesty of their sex. 

In the midst of so much diversity, however, the essential parts 
of public worship were the same then as now, for we find that 
prayer was made, and thanksgiving offered up, by those who ( 
officiated, and that the congregation signified their assent by a 
unanimous Amen.* Psalms also were chanted, doubtless to some 
of those ancient Hebrew melodies which have been handed down, 
not improbably, to our own times in the simplest form of ecclesias¬ 
tical music ; and addresses of exhortation or instruction were given 
by those whom the gift of prophtvy, or the gift of teaching, had 
fitted for the task. 

But whatever were the other acts of devotion in which these 
assemblies were employed, it seems probable that the daily worship 
always concluded with the celebration of the Holy Communion.* 
And as in this the members of the Church expressed and realised 
the closest fellowship, not qply with their risen Lord, but also with 
each other, so it was customary to symbelise tliis latter union by the 
interchange of the kiss of peace before the sacrament, a practice to 
which St. Paul frequently alludes. 4 

It would have been well if the inward love and harmony of the 
Church had really corresponded with the outward manifestation of 
it in this touching ceremony. But this was not the case, oven while 
the Apostles themselves poured out the wine and broke the bread 
which symbolised the perfect union of the members of Christ's body. 
The kiss of peace sometimes only veiled the hatred of warring 
factions. So St. Paul expresses to the Corinthians his grief at 
hearing that there were ‘divisions among them,’ which showed 
themselves when they met together for public worship. The earliest 
division of the Christian Church into opposing parties was caused 
by the Judaising teachers, of whoso factious efforts in .Jerusalem 
and elsewhere we have already spoken. Their great object was to 
turn the newly converted Christians into Jewish proselytes, who 
should differ from other -Jews only in the recognition of Jesus as 
the Messiah. In their view the natural posterity of Abraham wero 
still as much as ever the theocratic nation, entitled to God’s exclu¬ 
sive favour, to which the rest of mankind could only be admitted 
by becoming Jews. Those members of this party who were really 
sincere believers in Christianity, probably expected that the majority 
of their countrymen* finding their own national privileges thus 
acknowledged and maintained by the Christians, would on their 


1 Acts xxi. 9. 

* 1 Cor. xiv. 16. 

* fbls seems proved by 1 Cor. xi. 
A), wheft St. Paul appe ars to assume 
diat tlie very object of ‘ coming together 
|n Church ‘ waa * to cat the Ixml's 
Supper.’ As the Lord’* Supper was 
(•ngtnally the concluaiqp of the Agape, 
■t waa celebrated in the evening ; anti 
probably, therefore, evening was the 
tune- on ordinary occasions, for the 
rp'Snnng of the Chunk. This waa cer- 


tainlv the case in Acts xx. 8; a pasaage 
which Xenmlor must have overlooked 
when ho says ( Church JIUtory, Beet. 8) 
that the church service in the time of 
the Apostles was held early in the morn¬ 
ing. There‘arc obvious reasons why 
the evening would have been the moat 
proper time for a service which was to 
be attended by those whose day waa 
spent in working with their hands. 

* See note ou 1 These, v. 26. 
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part moi^willingly acknowledge Jesus as their Messiah ; and thus 
they fancied that the Christian Church would gain a larger accession 
of members than could ever accrue to it from isolated Gentile con¬ 
verts : so 'that they probably justified their opposition to St. Paul 
'on grounds not only of Jewish but of Christian policy; for they 
t imagined that by his admission of uncircumcised Gentiles into the 
full membership of the Church, he was repelling far more numerous 
converts of Israelitish birth, who would otherwise have accepted the 
doctrine of Jesus. This belief (which in itself, and seen from their 
point of view, in that age, was not unreasonable) might have 
enabled them to excuse to their consciences, as Christians, the 
bitterness of their opposition to the great Christian Apostle. But 
in considering them as a party, we must bear in mind that they felt 
themselves more Jews than Christians. They acknowledged Jesus 
of Nazareth as the promised Messiah, and so far they were dis¬ 
tinguished from the rest of their countrymen ; but the Messiah 
himself, they thought, was only a ‘ Saviour of His people Israel; ’ 
and they ignored that trufi meaning of the ancient prophecies, 
which St. Paul was inspired to reveal to the Universal Church, 
teaching us that the ‘ excellent things ’ which are spoken of the 
people of God, and the city of God, in the Old Testament, are to be 
by us interpreted of the ‘ household of faith,’ and ‘ the heavenly 
Jerusalem.’ f ‘ 

We have seen that the Judaisers at first insisted upon the ob¬ 
servance of the law of Moses, and especially of circumcision, as an 
absolute requisite for admission into the Church, ‘saying, Except 
ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved.’ 
But after the decision of the ‘ Council of Jerusalem ’ it was im¬ 
possible for them to require this condition; they therefore altered 
their tactics, and as the decrees of the Council seemed to assume 
that the Jewish Christians would continue to observe the Mosaic 
Law, the Judaisers took advantage of this to insist on the necessity 
of a separation between those who kept the whole Law and all 
others ; they taught that the uncircumcised were in a lower condi¬ 
tion as to spiritual privileges, and at a greater distance from God ; 
and that only the circumcised converts were in a state of full accep¬ 
tance with Him : in short, they kept the Gentile oonverts who 
would not submit to circumcision on the same footing as the prose¬ 
lytes of the gate, and treated the circumcised alone as proselytes of 
righteousness. When we comprehend all that'was involved in this, 
we can easily understand the energetic opposition with which their 
teaching was met by St. Paul. It was no mere question of outward 
observance, no matter of indifference (as it might at first sight 
appear), whether the Gentile converts were circumcised or noton 
the contrary, the question at stake was nothing less thari this, 
whether Christians should be merely a Jewish sect under the 
bondage of a ceremonial law, and only distinguished from other 
Jews by b6lievirtg that Jesus was the Messiah, or whether they „ 
ahould be the Catholic Church of- Christ* owing no other allegiance ’ 
but to Him, freed from the bondage of the letter, and bearing the 
seal of their inheritance' no longer in their bodies, but in their 
hearts. We oan understand now the full truth of his in dign a nt 
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remonstrance, ‘If ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. ’ 
And we can understand also the exasperation which his teaching 
must have produoed in those who held the very antithesis of this, 
namely, that Christianity without circumcision was utterly worth¬ 
less. Hence their long and desperate struggle to destroy the in-* 
fluence of St. Paul in every church which he founded or visited ; in , 
Antioch, in Galatia, in Corinth, in Jerusalem, and in Rome. For 
as he was in truth the great prophet divinely commissioned to reveal 
the catholicity of the Christian Church, so he appeared to them.the 
great apostate, urged by the worst motives 1 to ' reak down the 
fence and root up the hedge, whiih separated tin heritage of the 
Lord from a godless world. 

We shall not be surprised at their success in creating divisions in 
the Churches to which they came, when we remcinbor that the 
nucleus of all those Churches was a body of converted Jews and 


proselytes. The Judaising emissaries were ready to Hatter the 
prejudices of this influential body ; yor did they abstain (as wo 
know both from tradition and from his own letters) from insinuating 
the most scandalous charges against their great opponent.’ And 
thus, in every Christian church established by St. Paul, there 
sprang up, as we shall see, a schismatic party, opposed to his 
teaching and hostile to his person. 

This great Judaising party was of course subdivided into various 
sections, united in their main object, but distinguished by minor 
shades of difference. Thus, we find at (Jorintli that it comprehended 
two.factions, the one apparently distinguished from the other by a 
greater degree of violence. The more moderate called themselves 
the followers of Peter, or rather of Cephas, for they preferred to 
use his Hebrew name. 3 These dwelt much upon Our Lord’s special 
promises to Peter, and the necessary inferiority of St. Paul to him 
who was divinely ordained to be the rock whereon the Church 
should be built. They insinuated that St. Paul felt doubts about 
his own Apostolic authority, and did not dare to claim the right of 
maintenance, 4 which Christ had expressly given to His truo Apos¬ 
tles. They also depreciated him as a maintainer of celibacy, and 
contrasted him in this respect with the great Pillars of the Church, 

‘ the brethren of the Lord and Cephas, who were married. 5 And 
no doubt they declaimed against the audacity of a converted perse¬ 
cutor, 4 bom into the Church out of due time,’ in ‘ withstanding to 
the face ’ the chief of the Apostles. A still more violent section 
called themselves, by a strange misnomer, the party of Christ. 0 


1 That curious apocryphal book, the 
dg^eniine Recognition*, contains, in a 
modifirt form, a record of the view 
taken by the Judaisere of St. Paul, from 
the pen of the Judaism?party itself, ill 
#he pretended epistle of Peter to James. 

> The English reador should consult the 
interesting remarks of Prof. Stanley on 
the Clementines (Stanley’s Sermon*, p. 
tt), and also ffeandcr’a CSmrih 
( American- translation, voL ii. 


i Wc leant from Kpinhaniun that the 
Kbionites accused St. Paul of renoun¬ 
cing Judaism because he was a rejected 
candidate for the hand of the High 
Priest's daifghtcr. .Seep. 81. 

3 The MS. reading is Cephat, not 
Peter, in those pas iges where the lan¬ 
guage of the Jud isers is referred to. 
See note on Qsl. i 18. 

4 1 Cor. lx. 4, « ( 2 Cor. xk 9, 10. 

* 1 Oor. ix. 6 . 

* Such appears the most natural ex- 
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These appear to have laid great stress upon the fact, that Paul had 
never seen or known Our Lord while on earth ; and they claimed 
for themselves a peculiar connection with Christ, as having either 
been among the number of His disciples, or at least as being in 
*61086 connection with the ‘ brethren of the Lord,’ and especially 
<.with James, the head of the Church at Jerusalem. To this sub¬ 
division probably belonged the emissaries who professed to come 
‘from James,’ 1 and who created a schism in the Church of Antioch. 

Connected to a certain extent with the Judaising party, but yet 
to be carefully distinguished from it, were those Christians who are 
known in the New Testament as the ‘weak brethren.’* These 
were not a factious or schismatic party j nay, they were not, pro¬ 
perly speaking,' a party at all. They were individual converts of 
Jewish extraction, whose minds were not as yet sufficiently en¬ 
lightened to comprehend the fulness of ‘ the liberty with which 
Christ had made them free.’ Their conscience was sensitive, and 
filled with scruples, resulting from earl$ habit and old prejudices; 
but they did not join in the violence of the Judaising bigots, and 
there was even a danger lest they should be led, by the example of 
their more enlightened bretliren, to wound their own conscience, by 
joining in acts which they, in their secret hearts, thought wrong. 
Nothing is more beautiful than the tenderness and sympathy which 
St. Paul shows towards these weak Christians. While he plainly 
sets before them their mistake, and shows that their prejudices 
result from ignorance, yet he has no sterner rebuke for them than 
to express his confidence in their further enlightenment: ‘ If in 
anything ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal this also unto 
you. ’ 3 So great is his anxiety lest the liberty which they witnessed 
in others should tempt them to blunt the delicacy of their moral 
feeling, that he warns his more enlightened converts to abstain 
from lawful indulgences, let they cause the weak to stumble. ‘ If 
meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no meat whija-the world 
standeth, lest I make my brother to offend .’* ‘Brethren, ye have 
been called unto liberty, only use not liberty for an occasion to the 
flesh, but by love serve one another. ’ 3 ‘ Destroy not him with thy 

meat for whom Christ died.’ 0 

These latter warnings were addressed by St. Paul to a party very 
different from those of whom we have previously spoken ; a party 
who called themselves (as we see from Ins epistle to.. Corinth) by his 
own name and professed to follow his teaching,'"yet were not always" 
animated by his spirit. There was an obvious danger lest the 
opponents of the Judaising section of the Church should themselves 
imitate one of the errors of their antagonists, by combining as 
partisans rather than as Christians ; St. Paul feels himself neces- 

plaimtion of the 4 Christ* party (i to alto do 1 belong te Christ,’ 

Cor. i. 12). As to the views held by 1 Gal. ii. 12. 

some eminent commentators on the * Kom. xiv. 1, 2; Bom. XV. 1)1 

passage, it is a question whether they • Cor. viii. 7,-’be. 22. - 

are consistent with 2 Cor. x. 7. Surelv 3 phil. iil. 15. , 

St. Paul would never have said, ‘ Ji "* IBor. viii. 13. 
those who claim some tnuigmmrieomt- * %L v. 18. . ’ „ 

•turnon with Christ belong to Christ. • Rom. xiv. lib* 
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sitated to remind them that the very idea of the Catholic Church 
excludes all party combinations from its pale, and that adverse 
factions, ranging themselves under human leaders, involve a con¬ 
tradiction to the Christian name. ‘ Is Christ divided 1 was Paul 
crucified for you 1 or were you baptized into the name of Pauli’ 
* Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye 
believed 1 ’ 1 

The Pauline party (as they called themselves) appear to have 
ridiculed the scrupulosity of their less enlightened brethren, and to 
have felt for them a contempt inconsistent with the spirit of 
Christian love.® And in their opposition to the Judaisers, they 
showed a bitterness of feeling and violence of action,’ too like that 
of their opponents. Some of them, also, were inclined to oxult 
over the mil of, God’s ancient people, and to glory in their own 
position, as though it had been won by superior merit. These are 
rebuked by St. Paul for tl^iir ‘ boasting,’ and warned against its 
consequences. ‘ Be not high-minded, ltut fear ; for if God spared 
not the natural branches, take heed lest He also spare not thee.’ t 
One section of this party seems to have united these errors with 
one still more dangerous to the simplicity of the Christian faith; 
they received Christianity more in an intellectual than a moral 
aspect; not as a spiritual religion, so much as a new system of 
philosophy. This was a phase of error most likely to occur among 
the disputatious’ reasoners who abounded in the great Greek 
cities ; and, accordingly, we find the first trace of its existence at 
Corinth. There it took a peculiar form, in consequence of tho 
arrival of Apollos as a Christian teacher, soon after the departure 
of St. Paul. He was a Jew of Alexandria, and as such had received 
that Grecian cultivation, and acquired that familiarity with Greek 
philosophy, which distinguished the more learned Alexandrian 
Jews. Thus he was able to adapt his teaching to the taste of his 
philosophising hearers at Corinth far more than St. Paul could do; 
arid, indeed, the latter had purposely abstained from even attempt¬ 
ing this at Corinth. 0 Accordingly, the School which we have 
mentioned called themselves the followers of Apollos, and extolled 
his philosophic views, in opposition to the simple and unlearned 
simpliaity which they ascribed to tho style of St. Paul. It is easy 
to perceive in the hamper of this portion of the Church the germ of 
that rationalising tendency which afterwards developed itself into 
the Greek element of Gnosticism. Already, indeed, although that 
heresy wia not yet invented, some of the worst opinions of tho 
worst Gnostics found advocates among those who called themselves 
Christians : there was, even now, a party in the Church which 
defended, fornication 7 on theory, and which denied the resurrec¬ 
tion of the dead. 8 These heresies probably originated with those 


JCok h 18, sad 1 Cor. Hi. 5. « Rom. xi. 17-22. 

f *®on». *|v. 10. ‘Why dost thou * Tbe ‘dispute?* of this world." 1 
m brother ? ’ i* a question Cor. i. 20. 

•ddlsssed to this party. • 1 Cor. ti. 1. 

■ 1 8e* the wUbonitloa^ addressed'to 1 See 1 Cor. vL 0-20. 

1% 14, 86. .* 0e*f Cor. x». 1* 
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who (as we have observed) embraced Christianity as a new phi¬ 
losophy ; some of whom attempted, with a perverted ingenuity, to 
extract from its doctrines a justification of the immoral life to 
»which they were addicted. Thus, St. Paul had taught that the law 
was dead to true Christians ;. meaning thereby, that those who were 
penetrated by the Holy Spirit, and made one with Christ, worked 
’righteousness, not in consequence of a law of precepts and penalties, 
but through the necessary operation of the spiritual principle within 
the&i. For, as the law against theft might be said to behead to a 
rich man (because he would feel no temptation to break-it), jk> the 
whole moral law would be dead to a perfect Christian ; 1 hence, to 
a real Christian, it might in one sense be truly said that prohibitions 
were abolished .* But the heretics of whom we are speaking took 
thiB proposition in a sense the very opposite to that which it really 
conveyed; and whereas St. Paul taught that prohibitions wero 
.abolished for the righteous, they maintained that all things were 
lawful to the wicked. ‘ The law is dead ’ 3 was their Inotto, and 
their practice was what the practice of Antinomians in all ages has 
been. ‘ Let us continue in sin, that grace may abound,’"wail their 
horrible perversion of the Evangelical revelation that God is love. 

‘ In Christ Jesus, neither circumcision availeth anything, nor 
uncircumcising.’ 4 ‘The letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.’ 3 * 
* Meat commendeth us not to God ; for neither if we eat are we the 
better, nor if we eat not are we the worse ; ’• ‘ the kingdom of God 
is not meat and drink.’ 7 Such were the words in which St. Paul 
expressed the great truth, that religion is not a matter of outward 
ceremonies, but of inward life. But these heretics caught up the 
words, and inferred that all outward acts were indifferent, and 
none could be criminal. They advocated the most unrestrained 
indulgence of the passions, and took for their maxim the worst 
precept of Epicurean atheism, ‘ let us eat and drink, for to-morrow 
we die.’ It is in the wealthy and vicious cities of Rome and 
Corinth that we find these errors first manifesting themselves; and 
in the voluptuous atmosphere of the latter it was not unnatural 
that there should be some who would seek in a new religion an 
excuse for their old vices, and others who would easily be led 
astray by those ‘ evil communications ’ whose corrtlpting influence 
the Apostle himself mentions as the chief sourM of this mischief. 

The Resurrection of the Dead was denied dn the same city and 
by the same 8 party ; nor is it strange that as thg sensual Felix 
trembled when Paul preached to him of the judgment to come, so 
these profligate cavillers shrank from the thought of that*tribunal 
before which account must be given of the things done in the body. 
Perhaps, also (as some have inferred from St. Paul’s refutation of 

1 This state would be perfectly real- * Compared Tim. i. 9— 1 the lay 

Ised If the renovation of heart were is not made for a righteous man.’ V 

complete; and it is practically realised 3 • All things are lawfd) unto me,' 

in proportion as the Christian’s spiri- 1 Cor. vi. 12. S • ■ •' 

tual union with Christ approaches its 4 Gal. v. 6. * 2 Cer. ill. 6. 

. » 1 Cor. Tiii. 8. 

7 Rom. xiv- jy. ; 4s 

* This is proved %r1 Cor. xr. 86. 
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these; heretics), they had misunderstood the Christian doctrine, 
which teaches us to believe in the resurrection of a spiritual body, 
as though it had asserted the re-animation of ‘this vile body' of 
‘ flesh' fcnd blood,’ which ‘ cannot inherit the kingdom of God oy 
it is possible that a materialistic philosophy 1 led them to maintain 
that when the body had crumbled away in the grave, or been con* 
sumed on the funeral pyre, nothing of the man remained in being.- 1 -. 
In either case,,.they probably explained away the doctrine of the 
Reaurr^jsti&n a# a ntetaphor, similar to that employed by St.Van 1 
whekj he says that baptism is thon-esurrection of the new convert ;* 
tlius,,they would agree with those later heretics (of whom were 
HyinenaaMS and Philetus) who taught ‘ that the Resurrection was 
past already.* | 

Hitherto we have spoken of those divisions and heresies which 
appear to have 'sprung up in the several churches founded by St. 
Paul at the earliest period^of their history, almost immediately after 
their conversion. Beyond this periodic are not yet arrived in St. 
Paul’s life } and from his conversion even to the time of his impri¬ 
sonment, his conflict was mainly with Jews or Judaisers. But 
thero were other forms of error which harassed his declining years ; 
and these we will now endeavour (although anticipating the course 
of our biography) shortly to describe, so that it may not be necessary 
afterwards to revert to the subject, and at the same time that par¬ 
ticular cases, which will meet us in the Epistles, may bo understood 
in their relation to the general religious aspect of the time. 

We have seen that, in the earliest epoch of the Church, thero 
were two elements of error which had already shown themselves ; 
namely, the bigoted, exclusive, and superstitious tendency, which 
was of Jewish origin ; and the pseudo-philosophic, or rationalising 
tendency, which was of Grecian birth. In the early period of which 
we have hitherto spoken, and onwards till the time of St. Paul’s 
imprisonment at Rome, the first of these tendencies was the prin¬ 
cipal source of danger ; but after this, as the Church enlarged itself, 
and the number of Gentile converts more and more exceeded that 
of Jewish Christians, the case was altered. The catholicity of the 
Church became an established fact, and the Judaisers, properly so 
called, ceased to exist as r.n influential party anywhere except in 
Palestine. Yet still, though the Jews were forced to give up their 
exclusiveness, and to acknowledge the uncircumcised as ‘fellow- 
heirs and of the same body,’ their superstition remained, and 
became a fruitful source of mischief. On the other hand, those 
who soUght for nothing more in Christianity than a new philosophy, 
were naturally increased in number, in proportion as the Church 
gained converts from the educated classes ; the lecturers in the 
schools of Athens, the ‘ wisdom seekers’ of Cprinth, the Antinomian 
perverters of St. Bird's teaching, and the Platonising rabbis of 
Ale x a ndr i a, all would share in this tendency. The latter, indoed, 
“ represented by the learned Philo, had already attempted to 

• U this s4 »e the case/ we must from the later Platonising Gnostiea, 
•appose them fcfsbaveheeu of Epicu- who denied the Resurrection. 

*»■» ttadendimpiM, so far, different * Cob ii. 12. Compare Rom. vL 4. 
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construct a system of Judaic Platonism, which explained away 
almost all the peculiarities of the Mosaic theology into accordance 
with the doctrines of the Academy. And thus the way was already 
paved for the introduction of that most curious amalgam of Hellenic 
and Oriental speculation with Jewish superstition, which was after¬ 
wards called the Gnostic heresy. It is a disputed point at what 
time this heresy made its first appearance in the Church ; some 1 
think that it had already commenced in the Church pf Corinth 
whefi St. Paul warned them to beware of the knowledge (Gnosis) 
which puffeth up ; others maintain that it did not originate till the 
time of Basilides, long after the last Apostle had fallen asleep in 
Jesus. Perhaps, however, we may consider this as a difference 
rather about the definition of a term than the history of a sect. If 
we define Gnosticism to be that combination of Orientalism and 
Platonism held by the followers of Basilides or "Valentinus, and 
refuse the title of Gnostic to any but ..those who adopted their 
systems, no doubt we must rtot place the Gnostics among the here¬ 
tics of the Apostolic age. But if, on the other hand (as seems most 
natural), we define a Gnostic to be one who claims the possession of 
a peculiar ‘Gnosis’ (i.e. a deep and philosophic insight into the 
mysteries of theology, unattainable by the vulgar), then it is indis¬ 
putable that Gnosticism had begun when St. Paul warned Timothy 
against those who laid claim to a ‘ knowledge (Goods)* falsely so 
called.’ And, moreover, we find that, even in the Apostolic ago, 
these arrogant speculators had begun to blend with their Hellenic 
hilosophy certain fragments of Jewish superstition, which after 
wards were incorporated into the Cabbala. 3 In spite, however, 
of the occurrence of such Jewish elements, those heresies which 
troubled the later years of St. Paul, and afterwards of St. John, 
were essentially rather of Gentile 4 than of Jewish origin. So far 
as they agreed with the later Gnosticism, this must certainly have 


1 This is the opinion of Pr. Burton, 
the great English authority on the 
Gnostio heresy. (Lectures, pp. 84,85.) 
We cannot refer to this eminent theo¬ 
logian without expressing our obliga¬ 
tion to his writings, and our admira¬ 
tion for that union of profound learning 
with clear good sense and candour 
which distinguishes him. His prema¬ 
ture death robbed the Church of 
England of a writer who, had his life 
been spared, would have lieen infe¬ 
rior to none of its brightest orna¬ 
ments. 

* Neander well observes, that the 
essential feature in Gnosticism is its 
re-establishing an aristocracy of know¬ 
ledge in religion, and rejecting the 
Christian principle which recognises, 
no religious distinctions between rich 
and poor,learned and ignorant. (Ckurch 
History, sect. 4.) So in Hippolytus’s 
recently discovered ‘ Refutation of 
Heresies,' we And that some of the 


earlier Gnostics are represented as in¬ 
terpreting the ‘good ground’ in the 

f .arable of the Sower to mean the 
liglier order of intellects. 

3 Thus the ‘genealogies’ men¬ 
tioned in the Pastoral Epistles were 
probably those speculations about the 
cmanatiuns of„ spiritual beings found 
in the Cabbala, at least, such is Bur¬ 
ton’s opinion. (Pp. *414 and 418.) 
And the Angel worship at Colossi® 
belonged to the same class of supersti¬ 
tions. It has been shown by Dr. Bur¬ 
ton (pp. 304-306), as well as by 
Neander and other writers, that the 
later Gnostic theories of teons and 
emanations were derived, in some 4 
measure, from Jewish sources, although 1 
the essential character of Gnosticism 
is entirely anti-Judaicnl. 

4 In the larger editions is an Appen¬ 
dix on the ‘ Heretics of. ft* later 
Apostolic Age. 
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been the ease, for we know that it was a characteristic of all the 
Gnostic sects to. despise the Jewish Scriptures. 1 Moreover, those 
who laid, claims to ‘ Gnosis ’ at Corinth (as we have seen) were a 
Gentile party, Who professed to adopt St. Paul’s doctrine of the 
abolition of the law, and perverted it into Antinomianism : in short* 
they were the opposite extreme to the Judaising party. Nor necch 
we be surprised to find that some of these philosophising heretics 
adopted some of the wildest superstitions of the Jews ; for these 
very superstitions were not so much the natural growth of Judaism 
ns ingrafted upon it by its Rabbinical corrupters and derived from 
Oriental sources. And there was*a strong affinity between tho neo- 
Platonic philosophy of Alexandria and the Oriental theosophy which 
sprang from Buddhism and other kindred systems, and which de¬ 
generated into the practice of magic and incantations. 

It is not neceSsary, however, that we should enter into any dis¬ 
cussion of the subsequent development of these errors ; our subject 
only requires that we gife an outliqe of the forms which they 
assumed during the lifetime of St. Paul; and this we can. only do 
very imperfectly, because the allusions in St. Paul’s writings are so 
few and so brief, that they give us but little information. Still, 
they suffice to show the main features of thq heresies which he 
condemns, especially when we compare them with notices in other 
parts of the New Testament, and with tho history of the Church in 
the succeeding century. 

We may consider these heresies, first, in their doctrinal, and, 
secondly, in their practical, aspect. With regard to the former, we 
find that their general characteristic was tho claim to a deep philo¬ 
sophical insight into tho mysteries of religion. Thus tho Colossians 
aro warned against the false teachers who would deceive them by a 
vain affectation of 1 Philosophy,’ and who were ‘ puffed up by a 
fleshly mind.’ (Col. ii. 8, 18.) 2 So, in the Epistle to Timothy, 
St. Paul speaks of these heretics as falsely claiming ‘ knowledge ’ 
(gnosis). And in the Epistlo to tho Ephesians (so called) he seems 
to allude to the same boastful assumption, when he speaks of tho 
love of Christ as surpassing ‘ knowledge,’ in a passage which contains 
other apparent allusions 3 to Gnostic doctrine. Connected with this 
claim to a deeper insight into truth than that possessed by tho 
uninitiated, was the manner in which some of these heretics ex¬ 
plained away the facts of revelation by an allegorical interpretation. 
Thus we find that kfymeniBUS and Philetus maintained that ‘ the 
Resurrection was past already.’ We have seen that a heresy appa¬ 
rently identical with this existed at a very early period in the 
Church of Corinth, among the free-thinking, or pseudo-philoso¬ 
phical, party there ; and all the Gnostic sects of the second contury 
were united in denying the resurrection of the dead. 1 Again, we 
find the Colossian heretics introducing a Worship of angels, ‘ in¬ 
truding into those things which they have not seen : ’ and so, in the 

1 Dr. Barton says:—'We And nil 
me Gnostics agreed in rejecting (he 
Jewish Scriptures, or st least in treat¬ 


ing them with contempt.’—p. 89. 
* Compare 1 Cor. viii. Is *K 


Know¬ 


ledge (gnosis) puffeth t«>.’ 

3 Eph iii. Id. Sec Dr. Burton's re¬ 
marks, Lecture*, up. S3 and 126. 

1 Barton, o. 131. 



3 $5 . The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. (1 [ch. 

Pdi^ralJEpiatles, the ‘self-styled Gnostics' (1 Tim. vi. 20) areoccu- 
pimXlHfh ‘endless genealogies,’ which were probably fanciful myths, 
concerning the origin and emanation of spiritual beings. 1 * This 
fatter is one of the points in which Jewish superstition was blended 
with Gentile speculation ; for we find in the Cabbala,* or collection 
‘of Jewish traditional theology, many fabulous statements concern¬ 
ing such emanations. It seems to be a similar superstition which 
is stigmatised in the Pastoral Epistles as consisting of ‘ profane and 
old‘wives’fables 3 and, again, of ‘Jewish fables and command¬ 
ments of men.’ 4 The Gnostics o/ the second century adopted and 
systematised this theory of emanations, and it became one of the 
most peculiar and distinctive features of their heresy. But this 
was not the only Jewish element in the teaching of these Colossian 
heretics ; we find also that they made a point of conscience of ob¬ 
serving the Jewish Sabbaths 5 and festivals, and fhey are charged 
with clinging to outward rites (Col. ii. 8, 20), and making distinc¬ 
tions between the lawfulness of different *kinds of food. 

In their practical results, these heresies which we are considering 
had a twofold direction. On one side was an ascetic tendency, such 
as we find at Colossse, showing itself by an arbitrarily invented 
worship of God, 6 an affectation of self-humiliation and mortification 
of the flesh. So, in the Pastoral Epistles, we find the prohibition 
of marriage, 7 the enforced abstinence from food, and other bodily 
mortifications, mentioned as characteristics of heresy. 8 If this 
asceticism originated from the Jewish element which has been men¬ 
tioned above, it may be compared with the practice of the Essenes, 9 
whose existence shows that such asceticism was not inconsistent 
with Judaism, although it was contrary to the views of the Ju- 
daising party properly so called. On the other hand, it may have 

1 See p. 854, n. 3. According to the find from the Roman satirists. Com- 
Cabbala, there were ten Sephiroth, or pare Horace, Sat. i. 9. 71. (‘Hodie 
emanations proceeding from God, tricesiina sabbata,’ &c.), and Juv. vr. 
which appear to have suggested the 642-547. See also some remarks on 
Gnostic aeons. Upon this theory was the Colossian heretics in our introduc- 
grafted a system of magic, consisting tory remarks on the Epistle to the 
mainly of the use of Scriptural wonts Colossians. 

to produce supernatural effects. a ‘ Will-worship.’ Col. ii. 23. 

* St. Paul denounces ‘ the tradition 7 Which certainly was the reverse 
of men’ fCol. ii. 8) as the source of of the Judaising exaltation of mar- 
these errors; and the word Cahtuila riage. • 

means tradition. Dr. Burton says, ‘ the * St. Paul declares that these errors 
Cabbala had certainly grown into a shall come ‘in the last days ’ (2 Tim. 
system at the time of the destnic- iii. 1); but St. John says ‘the last 
tion of Jerusalem; and there is also days’ were come in his time (1 John 
evidence that it had been cultivated ii. 18) ; and it is implied by St. Paul’s 
by the Jewish doctors long before.’— words that the evils he’ denounces 
p. 298. [See above, Chap. IX■ p. 49. it.) were already in action ; just as be had 

3 1 Tun. iv. 7. said before to the Thessalonians, ‘ the 

4 Tit. i. 14. mystery of lawlessneatrts already work-V 

4 This does not prove them, how- ing ’ (2 These, ii. 7), where the pccu- * 

ever, to have been Jews, for the super-- liar expressions ‘lawlessness’ and 

stitioua Heathen were also in the habit ‘the lawless'one* seem to point to 
of adopting some of the rites of J uda- the Antinoinian character of these 

ism, under the idea of their producing heresies. 

some magical effect upon them ; as we * [See above, Chap. II. p. 29. H.) 
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arisen from that abhorrence of matter, and anxiety to free .the'aqyl 
from the dominion of the body, which distinguished the AlexastMta 
Platonists, and which (derived from them) became a charactefgpio 
of some of the Gnostic sects. x 

But this asceticism was a weak and comparatively innocent form, j 
in which the practical results of this incipient Gnosticism exhibited 
themselves. Its really dangerous manifestation was derived, not 
from its Jewish, but from its Heathen element, We have seen how 


this showed itself from the first at Corinth ; how men sheltered 
their immoralities under the name of Christianity, and even justiHed 
them by a perversion of its doctrines. Such teaching could not fail 
to find a ready audience wherever there were found vicious lives 
and hardened consciences. Accordingly it was in the luxurious and 
corrupt population of Asia Minor, 1 that this early Gnosticism 
assumed its worst form of immoral practice defended by Antinomian 
doctrine. Thus, in the Epistle to the Ephesians, St. Paul warns his 
readers against the sophistical arguments by which certain false 
teachers strove to justify the sins of impurity, and to persuade them 
that the acts of the body could not contaminate the soul,—‘ Let no 
man deceive you with vain words ; for because of these things 
cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.’ 3 Hy- 
menseus and Philetus are the first leaders of this party mentioned 
by name : we have seen that they agreed with the Corinthian Anti- 
nomians in denying the Resurrection, and they agreed with them no 
less in practice than in theory. Of the first of them it is expressly 
said that he 3 had ‘ cast away a good conscience,’ and of both we are 
told that they showed themselves not to belong to Christ, because 
they had not His seal : this seal being described as twofold—‘ The 
Lord knoweth them that are His,’ and ‘ Let every one that nameth 
the name of Christ depart from iniquity.’ 4 St. Paul appears to 
imply that though they boasted their ‘ knowledge of God,’ yet 
the Lord had no knowledge of them ; as our Saviour had Himself 
declared "that to the claims of such false disciples He would reply, 

‘ I never knew you; depart from me, ye workers of iniquity. ’ But 
in the same Epistle where these heresiarchs are condemned, St. Paul 
intimates that their principles were not yet fully developed ; he 
warns Timothy 5 that an outburst of immorality and lawlessness must 
be shortly expected within the Church beyond any thing which had 
yet been experienced. The same anticipation appears in his fare¬ 
well address to the Ephesian presbyters, and even at the early penial 
of his Epistle to the Thessalonians ; and we see from the Epistles 


1 Both at Cologne ami in Crete it 
seems to have been the Jewish form of 
these heresies which predominated: 
at Cologne they took an ascetic direc¬ 
tion ; in Crete, among a aimpler and 
pore provincial population, the false 
gasschera seem to nave been hypocrites, 
who encouraged the vices to which 
their followers were addicted, and in¬ 
oculated them with foolish supers ti- 
•iona .(Tit, L 14, ill. 9) -, but we do 
not And in these Epistles any mention 


of the theoretic Antinomianism which 
existed in gome of the great cities. 

1 Bph. V. C. See also the whole of 
the warnings in Eph. v. The Epistle, 
though not addressed (at any rate, not 
exclusively) to the Ephesians, was pro¬ 
bably sent to several other cities in 
Asia Minor. 

3 1 Tim. i. 19, 20. 

* 2 Tim. ii. 19. 

* 2 Tim. iii. 
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: St. Peter and St. Jude, and from the Apocalypse of St. John, all 

t eased (it shouldi® remembered) to the Churches of Asia Minor, 
this prophetic framing was soon fulfilled. We find that many 
stians tisefi tfieiriiberty as a cloak of maliciousness‘ promising 
thStr hewers liberty, yet themselves the slaves of corruption; ’ 1 2 
‘ turning the graoei of God into lasciviousness;’ 3 * that they were 
justly cotldem nedloy the surrounding Heathen for their crimes, and 
even suffered'^unishment as robbers and murderers.'* They were 
also infamous for the practice of the pretended arts of magic and 
witchcraft, 5 * * which they may have borrowed either from the Jewish 
soothsayers 8 and exercisers,* or from the Heathen professors of 
magical arts who so much abounded at the same epoch. Some of 
them, who are called the followers of Balaam in the Epistles of Peter 
and Jude, and the Nicolaitans (an equivalent name) in the Apoca¬ 
lypse, taught their followers to indulge in the sensual impurities, and 
even in the idol-feasts of the Heathen. 8 We find, moreover, that 
these false disciples, with their licentiousness in morals, united 
anarchy in politics, and resistance to law and government. They 
‘ walked after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despised 
governments.’ And thus they gave rise to those charges against 
Christianity itself, which were made by the Heathen writers of the 
time, whose knowledge of the new' religion was naturally taken from 
those amongst its professors who rendered themselves notorious by 
falling under the judgment of the Law. 

When thus we contemplate the true character of these divisions 
and heresies which beset the Apostolic Church, we cannot but 
acknowledge that it needed all those miraculous gifts with which it 


1 1 Pet. ii. 16. 

> 2 Pet. ii. 19. 

* Jude 4. 

* 1 Pet. iv. 15. 

5 Eev. ii. 20. Compare Kcv. ix. 21, 
Rev. xxi. 8, and Rev. xxii. 15. 

* Compare Juv. vi. 546: ‘Qualia- 
cunque voles Judsei somnia vendunt.’ 
[See above, Cbap. V. pp. 118, 119. n.] 

* See Acts xix. 13. 

8 Such, at least, seems the natural 
explanation of the words in Kev. ii. 
20; for we can scarcely suppose so 
strong a condemnation if the offence 
had been only eating meat which had 
once formed part of a sacrifice. It is 
remarkable how completely the Gnos¬ 
tics of the second century resembled 
these earlier heretics in all the points 
here mentioned. Their immorality is 
the subject of constant animadversion 
In the writings of tke Fathers, who 
tell us that the calumnies which were 
cast upon the Christians by the Hea¬ 
then were caused by the vices of the 
Gnostics. I renteus asserts that they 
said, ‘ as gold deposited in mud does 
not lose its beauty, so they themselves, 
whatever may be their outward im¬ 


morality, cannot be injured by it, nor 
lose their spiritual substance.’ And 
so Justin Martyr speaks of heretics, 
who said ‘ that though they live sin¬ 
ful lives, yet, if they know God , the 
Lord will not impute to them sin.’ 
And Epiphanius gives the most horri¬ 
ble details of the enormities which 
they practised. Again, their addiction 
to magical arts was notorious. And 
their leaders, Basilides and Valen¬ 
tinus, are accused of acting like the 
Nicolaitans of the Apocalypse, to avoid 
persecution. , Such accusations may, 
no doubt, be slanders, as far as those 
leaders were individually concerned. 
The increased knowledge of them 
which we have lately derived from the 
publication of Hippolytus’s * Refuta¬ 
tion of Heresies ’ leads us to think of 
them as bold speculators, but not as 
bad men. Yet we cannot doubt that 
their philosophical speculations de-f 
generated into the most superstitious'- 
theosophy in the hands of their follow¬ 
ers. And the details furnished by Hip- 
poiytus prove that many of the Gnostics 
folly deserved the chargee of immora¬ 
lity commonly brought against them. 
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was endowed, and all that inspired wisdom which presided over its, 
organisation, to ward off dangers which threatened to blight its 
growth and destroy its very existence. In its earliest inf ancy,, two 
powerful and venomous foes twined themselves round its srery 
cradle; but its strength was according to its day; with a* super 
natural vigour it rent off the coils of Jewish djigotry and stifled, 
the poisonous breath of Heathen licentiousness ; but the peril was 
mortal, and the struggle was for life or death;. Had the Church’s 
fate been subjected to the ordinary laws which regulate the history 
of earthly commonwealths, it could scarcely have escaped one of two 
opposite destinies, either of which* must have equally defeated (if we 
may so speak) the world’s salvation. Either it must have been 
cramped into a Jewish sect, according to the wish of the majority of 
its earliest members, or (having escaped this immediate extinction) 
it must have added one more to the innumerable schools of Heathen 
philosophy, subdividing into a hundred branches, whose votaries 
would some of them have silnk into Oriental superstitions, others into 
Pagan voluptuousness. If we need any proof how narrowly the 
Church escaped this latter peril, we have only to look at the fearful 
power of Gnosticism in the succeeding century. And, indeed, the 
more we consider the elements of which every Christian community 
was originally composed, the more must we wonder how the little 
flock of the wise and good 1 could have successfully resisted the over¬ 
whelming contagion of folly and wickedness. In every city the 
nucleus of the Church consisted of Jews and Jewish proselytes; on 
this foundation was superadded a miscellaneous mass of Heathen 
converts, almost exclusively from the lowest classes, baptized, in¬ 
deed, into the name of Jesus, but still with all the habits of a life 
of idolatry and vice clinging to them. How was it, then, that such 
a society could escape the two temptations which assailed it just at 
the time when they were most likely to be fatal 1 While as yet the 
Jewish element preponderated, a fanatical party, commanding almost 
necessarily the sympathies of the Jewish portion of the society, made 
a zealous and combined effort to reduce Christianity to Judaism, 
and subordinate the Church to the synagogue. Over their great 
opponent, the one Apostle of the Gentiles, they won a temporary 
triumph, and saw him consigned to prison and to death. How was 
it that the very hour of their victory was the epoch from which we 
date their failure? Again,—this stage is passed,—the Church is 
thrown open to the Gentiles, and crowds flock in, some attracted by 
wonder at the miracles they see, some by hatred of the government 
under which they live, and by hopes that they may turn the Church 
into an organised conspiracy against law and order; and even the 
best, as yet unsettled in their faith, and ready to exchange their 
new belief for a newer, ‘carried about with every wind of doctrine.’ 
At such an epoch, a systematic theory is devised, reconciling the 
•profession of Christianity with the practice of immorality; its 
teachers proclaim that Christ has freed them from the law, and 
that the man who has attained true spiritual enlightenment is 

1 Whom St. Paul calls ‘perfect* (Phil. iii. 15), i.e. mature in the knowledge 
of Christian truth. 
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above the obligations of outward morality ; and with this seducing 
jphilosophy. for the Gentile they readily combine the Cabbalistic 
superstitions of Rabbinical tradition to captivate the Jew. Who 
could wonder if, when such incendiaries applied their torch to such 
•materials, a flame burst forth which well nigh consumed the fabric f 
, Surely that day of trial was ‘revealed in fire,’ and the building which 
was able to abi.de the flame was nothing less than the temple'of God. 

It is painful to be compelled to acknowledge among the Christians 
of tjie Apostolic Age the existence of so many forms of error and sin. 
It was a pleasing dream which represented the primitive Church as 
a society of angels ; and it is not without a struggle that we bring 
ourselves to open our eyes and behold the reality. But yet it is a 
higher feeling which bids us thankfully recognise the truth that 
‘ there is no partiality with God ; ’ 1 that He has never super- 
naturally coerced any generation of mankind into virtue, nor ren¬ 
dered schism and heresy impossible in any age of the Church. So 
St. Paul tells his converts 2 tjiat there mfi'st needs be heresies among 

them, that the good may be tried and distinguished from the bad ; 
implying that, without the possibility of a choice, there would be no 
test of faith or holiness. And so Our Lord Himself compared His 
Church to a net cast into the sea, which gathered fish of all kinds, 
both good and bad ; nor was its purity to be attained by the exclu¬ 
sion of evil, till the end should come. Therefore, if we sigh, as well 
we may, for the realisation of an ideal which Scripture paints to us 
and imagination embodies, but which our eyes seek for and cannot 
find; if we look vainly and with earnest longings for the appearance 
of that glorious Church, ‘ without spot or wrinkle or any such thing,’ 
the fitting bride of a heavenly spouse ;—it may calm our impatience 
to recollect that no such Church has ever existed upon earth, while 
yet we do not forget that it has existed and does exist in heaven. 
In the very lifetime of the Apostles, no less than now, ‘ the earnest 
expectation of the creature waited for the manifestation of the sons 
of God ; ’ miracles did not convert ; inspiration did not sanctify ; 

then, as now, imperfection and evil clung to the members, and 
clogged the energies, of the kingdom of God; now, as then, 
Christians are fellow heirs, and of the same body with the spirits of 
^ust men made perfect; now, as then, the communion of saints unites 
into one family the Church militant with the Church triumphant. 



1 Acts x. 34. * 1 Cor. xi. 19. harbours of Corinth, which is sym- 

9 The figures on the right and left bolised by the female figure on a rock 
represent the eastern and western in the centre. See p. 324. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Departure from Antioch.—St. Paul’s Companions.—Journey through Phrygia 
and Galatia. — Apollos at Ephesus and Corinth. — Arrival of St. Paul at 
Ephesus.—Disciples of John the Baptist.—The Synagogue.—The School of 
'l'yrannus.—Ephesian Magic.—Miracles.—The Exorcists.—Burning of the 
Books. 

The next period of St. Paul’s life opens with a third journey through 
the interior of Asia Minor. ’’ In the short stay which he had made 
at Ephesus on his return from his second journey, he had promised 
to come again to that city, if the providence of God should allow it.' 1 * 
This promise he was enabled to fulfil, after a hasty visit to the 
metropolis of the Jewish nation, and a longer sojourn in the first 
metropolis of the Gentile Church. 3 

It would lead us into long and useless discussions, if we were to 
speculate on the time spent at Antioch, and the details of the 
Apostle’s occupation in the scene of his early labours. We have 
already stated our reasons for believing that the discussions which 
led to the Council at Jerusalem, took place at an earlier period, 4 as 
well as the quarrel between St. Peter and St. Paul concerning the 
propriety of concession to the Judaiscrs. 3 But without knowing the 
particular form of the controversies brought before him, or the names 
of those Christian teachers with whom ho conferred, we have seen 
enough to make us aware that imminent dangers from the Judaising 
party surrounded the Church, and that Antioch was a favourable 
place for meeting the machinations of this party, as well as a con¬ 
venient starting-point for a journey undertaken to strengthen those 
communities that were likely to be invaded by false teachers from 
Judeea. 

It is evident that it was not St. Paul’s only object to proceed with 
all haste to Ephesus : nor indeed is it credible that ho could pass 
through the regions T>f Cilicia and Lycaonia, Phrygia and Galatia, 
without remaining to confirm those Churches which he had founded 
himself, and some of which he had visited twice. We are plainly 
told that his journey was occupied in this work, and the few words 
which refer to this subject imply a systematic visitation. 0 He 
would be the more anxious to establish them in the true principles 
of the Gospel, in proportion as he was aware-of the widely spreading 

1 Acts xviii. 23. misunderstanding of tlie two Apostles 

1 Ibid. 21. See pp. 381, 332. to this time. So Olshausen. See pp. 

3 See the end of Chap. XII. 177, 178. 

. 4 See Appendix I. for the answers to 0 Acts xviii. 23. Notice the phrase 
Wieselcr’s arguments on this subject. * in order.’ 

3 Neander is inclined to assign the 
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influence of the Judaisers. Anothoawjpecific object, not unconnected 
with the heahngtfof drrtsions, whs ^efore -him during the whole of 
this missionary joumey^a collection the relief of the poor 
, r Christians in Judaea. 1 It -had been agreed, at the meeting of the 
t. Apostolic Council (Gal. ii. 9, 10),4hat while some should go to the 
Heathen, and others to tige Circumcision,-the former should carefully 
* * remember the poor; ’ and this we see St. Paul, on the present 
journey among the Gentile Churches, ‘ forward to do.’ We even 
know jjhe 1 order which he gave to the Churches of Galatia ’ (1 Cor. 
xvr.’ 1, 2). .He directed that each person should lay by in store, on 
the first day of the week, according as God had prospered him, that 
file collection should be deliberately made, and prepared for an 
opportunity of being taken to Jerusalem. 

We are not able to state either the exact route which St. Paul 


uuu wuvvvioii miuuxu wv/ uwuuv 

opportunity of being taken to J 
We are not able to state eit 


followed, or the names of the companions by whom he was attended. 
As regards the latter subject, however, two points may be taken for 
granted, that Silas ceased to be, and thab-Timotheus continued to be, 
an associate of the Apostle. ‘ It is most probable that Silas remained 
behind in Jerusalem, whence he had first accompanied Barnabas with 
the Apostolic letter,* and where, on the first mention of his name, 
he is stated to have held a leading position in the Church. 3 He is 
not again mentioned in connection with the Apostle of the Gentiles. 4 
The next place in Scripture where his name occurs, is in the letter 
of the Apostle of the Circumcision (IPet. v. 12), which is addressed 
to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, and Bithynia. There, ‘ Silvanus ’ is spoken of as one not 
unknown to the persons addressed, but as ‘ a faithful brother unto 
them ; ’—by him the letter was sent which ‘ exhorted ’ the Chris¬ 
tians in the north and west of Asia Minor, and ‘ testified that that 
was the true grace of God wherein they stood ; ’—and the same 
disciple is seen, on the last mention of his name, as on the first, to 
be co-operating for the welfare of the Church, both with St. Peter 
and St. Paul. 5 


It may be considered, on the other hand, probable, if not certain, 
that Timotheus was with the Apostle through the whole of this 
journey. Abundant mention of him is made, both in the Acts and 
the Epistles, in connection with St. Paul’s stay at Ephesus, and his 
subsequent movements.® Of the other companions' who were 
undoubtedly with him at Ephesus, we cannot say with confidence 
whether they attended him from Antioch, or jbined him afterwards 
at some other point. But Erastus (Acts xix. 22) may have re¬ 
mained with him since the time of his first visit to Corinth, and 
Caius and Aristarchus (Acts xix. 29) since the still earlier period of 
his journey through Macedonia. 7 Perhaps we have stronger reasons 


1 The steady pursuance of this object not in any subsequent letters. Com¬ 
ic the whole course of this journey pare 2 Cor. i. 19. 

may be traced through the following 5 Compare again the account of the' 
passages :—1 Cor. xvi. 1-4; 2 Cor. viiE Council of Jerusalem and the mission 
ix.; Bom. xv. 25, 26; Acts xxiv. 17. of Silas and Barnabas. 

* See pp. 176, 177. 6 See Acts xix. 22; 1 Cor. iv. 17, 

3 Acts xv. 28. xvi. 10; 2 Cor. i. 1; Bom. xvi. 21 1 

* Bis name Is in the salutation in Acts xx. 4. 

the Epistles to the Thessalonians, but 7 See Tate, pp. 62,68. 
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for concluding that Titus, whofthoggh notmenticned in the Acts, 1 
was certainly of g*eat service in the secondMaissioimry journey, tra¬ 
velled with Paul and TitotHhefta through the earlier part of it. In 
the frequent mention which is mqde of him in the Second Epistle to 
the Corinthians, he appeargaertheApostle’s, laborious minister,-and 
as a source of his consolation and support, hardly less strikingly, than 
the discipld*whom he had taken on-ttor previews journey from Lystra 
and Iconium. 2 - 

Whatever might be the exact route which the Apostle followed, 
from Antioch to Ephesus, he would, certainly, as we have said, revisit 
those Churches, which twice s before had known him as their teachers 
He would pass over the Cilieian plain on the warm southern shore, 4 
and the high table-land of Lycaonia on the other side of the Pass of 
Taurus. 1 He would see once more his own early home on the banks 
of the Cydnus ; 6 and Timothy would be once more in the scenes of 
his childhood at the base of the Kara-Dagh.’ After leaving Tarsus, 
the cities of Derbe, Lystra, and Iconium, possibly also Antioch in 
Pisidia,” would be the primary objects in the Apostle’s progress. 
Then we come to Phrygia and Galatia, both vague and indeter¬ 
minate districts, which he had visited once, 9 and through which, as 
before, we cannot venture to lay down a route.Though the visita¬ 
tion of the Churches was systematic, we need not conclude that the 
same exact course was followed. Since the order in which the two 
districts are mentioned is different from that in the former instance," 
we are at liberty to suppose that he travelled first from Lycaonia 
through Cappadocia 12 into Galatia, and then by Western Phrygia to 
the coast of the HSgean. In this last part of his progress we are in 
still greater doubt as to the route, and one question of interest is 
involved in our opinion concerning it. The great road from Ephesus 
by Iconium to the Euphrates passed along the valley of the Mieander, 
and near the cities of Laodicea, Coloss;e, and Hierapolis; and we 
should naturally suppose that the Apostle would approach the capital 


1 Wieseler, indeed, identifies him 
with Justus, who is mentioned xviii. 7. 
See, on this subject, p. 107, n. 13. 

* If we compare 2 Cor. xii. 18 with 
1 Cor. xvi. II, 12, it is natural to infer 

jthat the bearers of the First Epistle 
^from Ephesus to Corin jh) were Titus, 
and some brother , who is unnamed, 
but probably identical with one of the 
two brethren sent on the subsequent 
mission (2 Cor. viii. 16-24), and with 
the Second Epistle (from Macedonia 
to Corinth). See also 2 Cor. viii. 6. 
This view is advocated by Prof. Stan¬ 
ley in his recently published Commen¬ 
tary ; bat it has been put forth inde¬ 
pendently, and more fully elaborated 
by Mr. Lightfoot in the Cambridge 
Journal of Claw'cal and Sacred Philo¬ 
logy (June 18156). 

* He had been in Lycaonia on the 
P tat and second missionary journeys, 
m Cilicia on the second; but he had 


previously been there at least once 
since his conversion. 

* See p. 18, and the allusions to the 
climate in Chap. VI. and Chap. VIII. 

4 See again Chap. VI. and Chap. 
VIII. for Lycaonia and Mount Taurus. 

6 See pp.' 19, 40, and 41. 

I See Chap. VI. and Chap. VIII., 
with the map facing p. 149 and the 
engraving facing p. 201. 

“ See p. 207. 

9 Acts xvi. 0. 10 See Chap. VIII. 

II Compare Acts xvi. 0 with xviii. 28. 
In both cases we should observe that 
the phrase k region (or country) of Ga¬ 
latia ’ is used. The Greek in each 
passage is the same. See what is said 
on the expression ‘Churches of Ga¬ 
latia,’ p. 209. 

1,1 This is Wieseler’s view. For the 
province of Cappadocia, see p. 190. 
The district is mentioned Acts It. 9, and 
1 Pet. i. 1. 
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of Asia E^ltmg thi# weH-travelle<i line. 1 But the arguments are so 
strong for believing thertrSt. Paul was never personally, at Colossa; 2 
that it is safer to imagine him following, some road further to the 
north, such as that, for instance, ^hich, after passing near Thyatira 
entered the valley of the Hermus at Sardis. 3 

Thus, then, we ma^conceive the Agdstle arrived at^hat region, 
where he was formeripfo hesiflttion concerning his future progress,’ 1 5 
—the frontier district of AsaPand Phrygia, 6 the mountains which 
contain the upper waters 0 of the Hermus and Maeander. And now 
our attention is suddenly called, away to another preacher of the 
Gospel whose name, next to that of the Apostles, is perhaps the 
most important in the early history of the Church. There came at 
this time to Ephesus, either directly from Egypt by sea, as Aquila 
or Priscilla from Corinth, or by some route through the inter¬ 
mediate countries, like that of St. Paul himself, a ‘ disciple’ named 
Apollos, a native of Alexandria. This yisit occurred at a critical 
time, and led to grave consequences in reference to the establish¬ 
ment of Christian truth, and the growth of parties in the Church ; 
while the religious community (if so it may be called) to which he 
belonged at the time of his arrival, furnishes us with one of the 
most interesting links between the Gospels and the Acts. 7 

Apollos, 8 along with twelve others, 9 who are soon afterwards 
mentioned at Ephesus, was acquainted with Christianity only so far 
as it had been made known by John the Baptist. They ‘knew only 
the baptism of John.’ 10 From the great part which was acted by 
the forerunner of Christ in the first announcement of the Gospel, 
and from the effect produced on the Jewish nation by his appear¬ 
ance, and the number of disciples who came to receive at his hands 
the baptism of repentance, we should expect some traces of his 
influence to appear in the subsequent period, during which the 
Gospel was spreading beyond Judtea. Many Jews from other 


1 See pp. 207, 208. 

* From Col. ii. 1 we should natu¬ 
rally infer that St. Paul had never 
been personally among the Colossians. 
Compare Col. i. 4, 7, 8, and our note 
below on Col. ii. 1. A full discussion 
of the subject will be found in Dr. 
Davidson’s Introduction . 

3 The characteristic scenery of the 
Mieander and Hermus is described in 
several parts of Hamilton’s travels. 
See especially chap, viii.-x., xx viii.-xl. ; 
also li.,lii„ and especially vol. i. pp. 135, 
149. We may observe that, on one of 
his journeys, nearly in the direction in 
which St. Paul was moving^ he crossed 
the mountains from near Afium Kara 
Hissar (Synnada) to visit Yalobatch 
(Antioch in Pisidia). The Apostle 
might easily do the same. 

* Acts xvi. 6-8. 

5 See description of this district in 
p. 218. 

6 This part of the table-land of the 


interior is what is meant by ‘ the 
higher districts,’ Acts xix. 1. It is 
needless to say that the word ‘coasts’ 
in the Authorised Version has no refer¬ 
ence to the sea. Herodotus uses a simi¬ 
lar expression of this region, i. 177. 
liven Paley makes a curious mistake 
here, by taking, 1 upper ’ in the sense of 
1 northern.' Hor. Paul. 1 Cor. No. 5. 

7 See the excellent remarks of Ols- 
hausen on the whole narrative con¬ 
cerning Apollos and the other disciples 
of John the Baptist. 

8 Winer remarks that this abbre¬ 
viated form of the name Apollonius is 
found in Sozomen. It is, however, very 
rare; and it is worth observing that 
among the terra-cottas discovered at 
Tarsus (described p. 197, note 4) is a 
circular disc which has the name 
aiioaadc inscribed on it in cursive 
Greek. 

9 See Acts xix. 1-7. 

10 Acts xviii. 25. Compare xix. 8. 
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countries received from the Baptist their kltowledgnof the Messiah, 
and carried,, with them this knowledge on their return from Pales¬ 
tine. We wind of a heretical sect, a^a much later period, who held 
John the Baptist to have been,himself the Messiah. 1 But in a. 
position intermediate between this deluded party, and those who 
were traveling as teachera,bf thejull aiul perfect Gospel, there* 
were douBtless many, among the .{Hating JKvish population of the 
Empire, whose knowledge of ChrSf extended only to that which 
had been preached on the banks of the Jordan. That such peieons 
should be found at Ephesus, tjie natural meeting-place of all 
religious sects and opinions, is what we might have supposed d 
priori. Their own connection with Judma, or the connection of 
their teachers with Judaja, had been broken before the day of 
Pentecost. Thup their Christianity was at the same point at winch 
it had stood at the commencement of our Lord’s ministry. They 
were ignorant of the full ^leaning of the death of Christ; possibly 
they did not even know the fact of Mis. resurrection ; and they were 
certainly ignorant of the mission of the Comforter. * But they knew 
that the times of the Messiah were come, and that one had 
appeared 3 in whom the prophecies were fulfilled. That voice had 
reached them, which cried, ‘ Prepare ye the way of the Lord ’ 
(Isa. xl. 3). They felt that the axe was laid to the root of the tree, 
that ‘ the kingdom of Heaven was at hand,’ that ‘ the knowledge 
of Salvation was come to those that sit in darkness ’ (Luke i. 77), 
and that the children of Israel were everywhere called to ‘repent.’ 
Such as were in this religious condition were evidently prepared 
for the full reception of Christianity, so soon as it was presented to 
them ; and we see that they were welcomed by St. Paul and the, 
Christians at Ephesus as fellow-disciples 4 of the same Lord and 
Master. 

In some respects Apollos was distinguished from the other 
disciples of John the Baptist, who are alluded to at the same 
place, and nearly at the same time. There is much significance 
in the first fact that is stated, that he was ‘born at Alexandria.’ 
Something has been said by us already concerning the Jews of 
Alexandria, and their theological influence in the age of the 
Apostles. 3 In the establishment of a religion which was intended 
to be the complete fulfilment of Judaism, and to be universally 
supreme in the Gentile world, we should expect Alexandria to bear 
her part, as well as Jerusalem. The Hellenistic learning fostered 
by the foundations of the Ptolemies might be made the handmaid 
of the truth, no less than the older learning of Judaja and the 
schools of the Hebrews. As regards Apollos, he was not only an 
Alexandrian Jew by birth, but he had a high reputation for an 
eloquent and forcible power of speaking, and had probably been 
well trained in the rhetorical schools on the banks of the Nile." 

1 The Zabeans. So in the Clemen- aware of Christ’s appearance. 
tine Recognition are mentioned some 4 Note the word ‘ disciples,’ xix. 1. 

‘of John’s disciples, who preached their 3 See pp. 80-82. Also pp. 8, 14, 15, 

master as though he were Christ.’ and 87. 

* Acts xix. 2. * The A. V. is probably correct in 

* Kuinoel thinks they were not even rendering the word ‘ eloquent ’ rather 



306 The ijfe and Epistles of St. Paul. [ ch . 

But thou^Hf h)?*was endued with the elpquence of a Greek orator, 
the subject of his study and teaching ivere the Scriptures of his 
forefathers. The character wjjich he bore in the synagogues was 
that of a man ‘ mighty m the Scriptures.’ In addition to these 
Advantages of birth ahd educatron, he seems to have had the most 
complete and systematic instruction in>„tKe Gospel whicha disciple 
of John could possibly Tbceive.*^ Whether from the Baptist himself, 
or from some of those who travelled into other lands with his 
teaching as their possession, A polios had received full and accurate 
instruction in the ‘ way of the Lord.’ We are further told that his 
character was marked by a fervent zeal 3 for spreading the truth. 
Thus we may conceive of him as travelling, like a second Baptist, 
beyond the frontiers of Judaja,—expounding the prophecies of the 
Old Testament announcing that the times of the Messiah were 
come, and calling the Jews to repentance in the spirit of Elias . 5 
Hence he was, like his great teacher, diligently ‘ preparing the way 
of the Lord. ’ 4 Though ignorant of the momentous facts which had 
succeeded the Resurrection and Ascension, he was turning the 
hearts of the ‘ disobedient to the wisdom of the just,’ and ‘ making 
ready a people for the Lord ,’ 5 whom he was soon to know ‘ more 
perfectly.’ Himself ‘ a burning and a shining light,’ he bore witness 
to ‘that Light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world ,’ 6 
—as, on the other hand, he was a ‘ swift witness ’ against those 
Israelites whose lives were unholy, and came among them 1 to 
purify the sons of Levi, that they might offer unto the Lord an 
offering in righteousness,’ 7 and to proclaim that, if they were 
unfaithful, God was still able ‘to raise up children unto Abraham .’ 8 

Thus burning with zeal, and confident of the truth of what he 
‘had learnt, he spoke out boldly in the synagogue . 8 An intense 
interest must have been excited about tliis time concerning the 
Messiah in the synagogue at Ephesus. Paul had recently been 
there, and departed with the promise of return . 10 Aquila and 
Priscilla, though taking no forward part as public teachers, would 
diligently keep the subject of the Apostle’s instruction before the 
mind of the Israelites. And now an Alexandrian Jew presented 
himself among them, bearing testimony to the same Messiah with 
singular eloquence, and with great power in the interpretation of 
Scnpturo. Thus an unconscious preparation was made for the 
arrival of the Apostle, who was even now travelling towards Ephesus 
through the uplands of Asia Minor. 


than ‘learned,’ inasmuch as in the 
same verse he is called ‘ mighty in tlio 
Scriptures.’ 

1 Literally, ‘he was catechetieally 
instructed in the way of theLord.’ 

» Acts xviii. 25. 0 

* He was probably able to go fur¬ 
ther in Christian teaching than John 
the Baptist could do, by giving an 
account of the life of Jesus Christ. 
So far his knowledge was accurate. 
Further instruction from Aquila and 
Priscilla made it more accurate. 


4 The phrase • way of the Lord ’ 
should be carefully compared with the 
passages in the Gospels and Prophets, 
where it occurs in reference to John 
the Baptist. Matt. iii. 3; Mark i. 8 ; 
Luke iii. 4; John i. 23; Isa. xl. 3 
(LXX.). Compare Mai. ill. 1 (LXX.). 

1 Luke i. 16, 17. 

» John v. 35, i. 9. 

' Mai. iii. 8-5. 

8 Matt. iii. 9. 

8 Acts xviii. 26. 

»• See p. 831. 
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The teaching of Apollos, though eloquent, learned, arid zealous, 
was seriously defective. But Ood had provided among his listeners 
those who could instruct him more perfectly. Aquila and Priscilla 
felt that he was proclaiming the same truth in which they had been 
instructed at Corinth. They could inform him that they had met 
with one who had taught with authority far more concerning Christ 
than had been known even to. John the Baptist ; and they could 
recount to him the miraculous gifts, which attested the outpouring 
of the Holy Ghost. Thus they attaohed themselves closely* to 
Apollos ; 1 * and gave him complete instruction in that ‘ way of the 
Lord,’ which he had already taughlf accurately,* though imperfectly: 
and the learned Alexandrian obtained from the tentmakers a know¬ 
ledge of that ‘ mystery ’ which the ancient Scriptures had only 
partially revealed. 

This providential meeting with Aquila and Priscilla in Asia 
became the means of promoting the spread of the Gospel in Achaia. 
Now that Apollos was made fully acquainted with the Christian 
doctrinef, his zeal urged him to go where it had been firmly esta¬ 
blished by an Apostle. 3 It is possible, too, that some news received 
from Corinth might lead him to suppose that he could be of active 
service there in the cause of truth. The Christians of Ephesus 
encouraged 4 him in this intention, and gave him ‘ letters of com¬ 
mendation’ 5 to their brethren across the .Egcan. On his arrival at 
Corinth, he threw himself at once among those J'ews who had rejected 
St. Paul, and argued with them publicly and zealously on the 
ground of their Scriptures, 0 and thus 7 became ‘ a valuable support 
to those who had already believed through the grace of God ; ’ for 
he proved with power that that Jesus who had been crucified at 
Jerusalem, and whom Paul was proclaiming throughout the world, 
was indeed the Christ. 3 Thus he watered where Paul had planted, 
and God gave an abundant increase. (1 Cor. iii. G.) And yet evil 
grew up side by side with the good. For while he was a valuable aid 
to the Christians, and a formidable antagonist to the Jews, and 
while he was honestly co-operating in Paul’s great work of evange¬ 
lising the world, he became the occasion of fostering party-spirit 
among the Corinthians, and was unwillingly held up as a rival of 
the Apostle himself. In this city of rhetoricians and sophists, the 
erudition and eloquent speaking of Apollos were contrasted with the 
unlearned simplicity ^with which St. Paul had studiously presented 


1 ‘They took him to themselves,’ 
ver. 26. 

* Compare ver. 25 and ver. 26. 

3 Acts xviii. 27. 

4 The exhortation (ver. 27) may re¬ 
fer to him. At all events he was 
encouraged in his plan. 

5 Compare what is said here in ver. 

27 with 2 Cor. iii. 1, where the refe¬ 
rence is to commendatory letters ad¬ 
dressed to or from the very same 
Church of Corinth. 

. 6 Compare in detail the expressions 
m ver. 28 with those in w. 24-26. 


7 The word ‘for ’ should be noticed. 
His coming was a valuable assistance 
to the Christians against the Jews, 
in the controversies which had doubt¬ 
less been going on since St. Paul’s 
departure. 

* ‘ Showing by the Scriptures that 
Jesus was Christ,’ ver. 28. The phrase 
is much more definite than those 
which arc used above (‘the way of 
the Lord,’ and ‘ the things of the 
Lord,’ ver. 25) of the time when he 
was not fully instructed. 


CC 
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the GospeTto his Corinthian hearers. 1 Thus many attached them¬ 
selves to the new teacher, and called themselves by the name of 
Apollos, while others ranged themselves as the party of Paul 
(1 Cor. i. 12),—forgetting that Christ could not be ‘ divided,’ and 
that Paul and Apollos were merely ‘ ministers by whom they had 
believed.’ (1 Cor. iii. 5.) We have no reason to imagine that 
Apollos himself encouraged or tolerated such unchristian divisions. 
A proof of his strong feeling to the contrary, and of his close 
attachment to St. Paul, is furnished by that letter to the Corinthians, 
which will soon be brought under our notice, 2 where, after vehe¬ 
ment rebukes of the schismatic spirit prevailing among the Co¬ 
rinthians, it is said, ‘ touching our brother Apollos, ’ that he was 
unwilling to return to them at that particular time, though St. Paul 
himself had ‘ greatly desired it. ’ 

But now the Apostle himself is about to arrive in Ephesus. His 
residence in this place, like his residence in Antioch and Corinth, 
is a’ subject to which our attention is particularly called. There¬ 
fore, all the features of the city—its appearance, its history, the 
character of its population, its political and mercantile relations— 
possess the utmost interest for us. We shall defer such description 
to a future chapter, and limit ourselves here to what may set 
before the reader the geographical position of Ephesus, as the 
point in which St. Paul’s journey from Antioch terminated for the 
present. 

We imagined him 3 about the frontier of Asia and Phrygia, on his 
approach from the interior to the sea. From this region of volcanic 
mountains, a tract of country extends to the ^Egean, which is 
watered by two of the long western rivers, the Hermus and the 
Mseander, and which is celebrated through an extended period of 
classical history, and is sacred to us as the scene of the Churches of 
the Apocalypse. 4 Near the mouth of one of these rivers is Smyrna; 
near that of the other is Miletus. The islands of Chios and Samos 
are respectively opposite the projecting portions of coast, whore the 
rivers flow by these cities to the sea. 5 Between the Hermus and 
the Mseander is a smaller river, named the Cayster, separated from 
the latter by the ridge of Messogis, and from the former by Mounf 
Tmolus. 8 Here, in the level valley of the Cayster, is the earl> 
cradle of the Asiatic name,—the district of primeval ‘ Asia,’—nof 
as understood in its political or ecclesiastical sense, but the Asia o: 


1 See the remarks on the Corinthian 
parties in p. Sol. 

* 1 Cor. xvi. 12. We may just 
mention, that a very different view has 
been taken of the character of Apollos 
and his relation to St. Paul,—viz. that 
he was the chief promoter of the 
troubles at Corinth, and that he acted 
rebelliously in refusing to return thi¬ 
ther when the Apostle desired him 
to do so. We have no doubt, how¬ 
ever, that the ordinary view is cor¬ 
rect. 

* Above, p. 364. 


4 Rev. i. ii. iii. Luodieeu is in Ihi 
basin of the Mseander; Smyrna, Thya 
tira, Sardis, and Philadelphia are it 
t hat of the Hermus; Pergamus i 
further to the north on the Caicus 
For a description of this district, set 
Arundell’s Visit to the Seven Churches 
and Fellows’ Asia Minor. 

5 In the account of St. Paul’s re 
turn we shall have to take particulai 
notice of this coast. He sailed be 
tween these islands and the mainlaud 
touching at Miletus. ’ Acts xx. 

6 See p. 419. 
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old poetic legend. 1 * And here, in a situation pre-eminent among 
the excellent positions which the Ionians chose for their cities, 
Ephesus was built, on some hills near the sea. For some time after its 
foundation by Androclus the Athenian, it was inferior to Miletus 
but with the decay of the latter city, in the Macedonian and Roman 
periods, it rose to greater eminence, and in the time of St. Paul* 
it was the greatest city of Asia Minor, as well as the metropolis of 
the province of Asia. Though Greek in its origin, it was half¬ 
oriental in the prevalent worship, and in the character of* its 
inhabitants ; and being constantly, visited by ships from all parts of 
the Mediterranean, and united by great roads with the markets of 
the interior, it was the common meeting-place of various characters 
and classes of men. 

Among those whom St. Paul met on his arrival, was the small 
company of Jews above alluded to, s who professed the imperfect 
Christianity of John the Baptist. By this time Apollos had de¬ 
parted to Corinth. Those ‘ disciples’.who were now at Ephesus 
were in the same religious condition in which he had been, when 
Aquila and Priscilla first spoke to him, though doubtless they wore" 
inferior to him both in learning and in zeal. 3 . St. Paul found on 
inquiry, that they had only received John’s baptism, and that they 
were ignorant of the great outpouring of the Holv Ghost, in which 
the life and energy of the Church consisted.' 1 5 They were oven per¬ 
plexed by his question. 6 He then pointed out, in conformity with 
what had been said by John the Baptist himself, that that prophet 
only preached repentance to prepare men’s minds for Christ, who is 
the true object of faith. On this they received Christian baptism ; * 
and after they were baptized, the laying on of the Apostle’s hands 
resulted, as in all other Churches, in the miraculous gifts of Tongues 
and of Prophecy. 7 

After this occurrence has been mentioned as an isolated fact, our 
attention is called to the great teacher’s labours in the synagogue. 
Doubtless, Aquila and Priscilla were there. Though they are not 
mentioned here in connection with St. Paul, we have seen them so 
lately instructing Apollos (Acts xviii.), and we shall find them so 
soon again sending salutations to Corinth in the Apostle’s letter 
from Ephesus (1 Cor. xvi.), that we cannot but believe he met his 
old associates, and again experienced the benefit of their aid. It is 
even probable that qe again worked with them at the same trade : 
for in the address to the Ephesian elders at Miletus (Acts xx. 34) 
he stated that ‘his own hands had ministered to his necessities, 

1 For the early history of the word question is, ‘ Did ye, when ye were 
Asia, see pp. 182-184. baptized, receive the miraculous gifts 

1 Above, p. 864. See Acts xix. 1-7. of the Holy (ihost ? ’ The aorist is 

3 It is impossible to know whether used again ip the answer. Wc should 
these men were connected with Apol- compare John vii. 39. 

loa. The whole narrative seems to 6 On the inference derivable from 
imply that they were in a lower state this passage, that the name of the 
of religious knowledge than lie was. Holy Ghost was used in the baptismal 

4 See Chap. XIII. formula, see p. 345. 

5 The chief difficulty' here is created 7 .See again Chap. XIII., and the 

by the inaccurate rendering of the notes below on 1 Cor. 

aorisls hi the A. V. The Apostle s 
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and to those who were with him and in writing to the Corinthians 
he says (1 Cor. iv. 11,12), that such toil had continued ‘ even to 
that hour.’ There is no doubt that he ‘reasoned’ in the synagogue 
at Ephesus with the same zeal and energy with which his spiritual 
labours had been begun at Corinth. 1 He had been • anxiously 
expected, and at first he was heartily welcomed. A preparation 
for his teaching had been made by Apollos and those who instructed 
him. ‘ For three months ’ Paul continued to speak boldly in the 
synagogue, ‘ arguing and endeavouring to convince his hearers of 
all that related to the kingdom of God.’ 2 The hearts of some were 
hardened, while others repented And believed ; and in the end the 
Apostle’s doctrine was publicly calumniated by the Jews before 
the people. 3 On this he openly separated himself, and withdrew 
the disciples from the synagogue ; and the Christian Church at 
Ephesus became a distinct body, separated both from the Jews and 
the Gentiles. 

As the house of Justus at Corinth 4 had afforded St. Paul a refuge 
from calumny, and an opportunity of continuing his public in¬ 
struction, so here he had recourse to ‘the school of Tyrannus,’who 
was probably a teacher of philosophy or rhetoric, converted by the 
Apostle to Christianity. 5 * His labours in spreading the Gospel were 
here continued for two whole years. For the incidents which 
occurred during this residence, for the persons with whom the 
Apostle became acquainted, and for the precise subjects of his 
teaching, we have no letters to give us information supplementary 
to the Acts, as in the cases of Thessalonica and Corinth inasmuch 
as that which is called the ‘ Epistle to the Ephesians,’ enters into 
no personal or incidental details. 7 But we have, in the address to 
the Ephesian elders at Miletus, an affecting picture of an Apostle’s 
labours for the salvation of those whom his Master came to redeem. 
From that address we learn, that his voice had not been heard 
within the school of Tyrannus alone, but that he had gone about 
among his converts, instructing them ‘ from house to house,’ and 
warning ‘ each one ’ of them affectionately ‘ with tears.’ 8 The 
subject of his teaching was ever the same, both for Jews and Greeks, 
‘ repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus 
Christ.’ 9 Labours so incessant, so disinterested, and continued 
through so long a time, could not fail to produce a great result at 
Ephesus. A large Church was formed over which many presbyters 
were called to preside. 10 Nor were the results'confined to the city. 
Throughout the province of ‘ Asia ’ the name of Christ became 


1 Acts xviii. 4. 

* Acts xix. 8. 

• * «Before the multitude,' ver. 9. 

4 Acts xviii. 7. See p. 812. 

5 Those who are apt to ^ee a Jewish 
or Talmudical reference almost every¬ 

where, think that Tyrannus may have 

been a Jew, and his * school’ a place 

fbr theological teaching such as those 

mentioned pp. 49, 60. 

* See tbs chapter containing the 


two Epistles to the Thessalonians, and 
those which contain the two Epistles 
to the Corinthians. 

7 The peculiarities of this Epistle 
will be considered hereafter. 

8 Acts xx. 20, 31. Compare ver. 19. 

9 Acts xx. 21. 

' 10 Acte xx. 17, ‘the elders of the 
church,’ below (ver. 28) called * over¬ 
seers.’ See what is said on this sub¬ 
ject .p. 840. 
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generally known, both.to the Jews and the Gentiles; 1 * and doubt¬ 
less, many daughter-churches were founded, whether in the course 
of journeys undertaken by the Apostle himself,” or by means of 
those with whom he became acquainted,—as for instance by Epa- 
phras, ArcMppus, and Philemon, in connection with Coloss®, and* 
its neighbour cities Hierapolis and Laodicea. 3 * 

It is during this interval, that one of the two characteristics of* 
the people of Ephesus comes prominently into view. This city was 
renowned throughout the world for the worship of Diana, and the 
practice of magic. Though it was a Greek city, like Athens or 
Corinth, the manners of its inhabitants were half Oriental. The 
image of the tutelary goddess resembled an Indian idol* rather 
than the beautiful forms which crowded the Acropolis of Athens : 5 
and the enemy which St. Paul had to oppose was not a vaunting 
philosophy, as at Corinth, 6 but a dark and Asiatic superstition. 
The worship of Diana and the practice of magic were closely 
connected together. Eustathius says, that the mysterious symbols, 
called ‘ Ephesian Letters,’ were engrav’ed on the crown, the girdle, 
and the feet of the goddess. These Ephesian letters or monograms 
have been compared by a Swedish writer to the Runic characters of 
the North. When pronounced, they were regarded as a charm; 
and were directed to be used, especially by those who were in the 
power of evil spirits. When written, they were carried about as 
amulets. Curious stories are told of their influence. Croesus is 
related to have repeated the mystic syllables when on his funeral 
pile ; and an Ephesian wrestler is said to have always struggled 
successfully against an antagonist from Miletus until he lost the 
scroll, which before had been like a talisman. The study of these 
symbols was an elaborate science : and books, both numerous and 
costly, were compiled by its professors. 7 

This statement throws some light on the peculiar character of the 
miracles wrought by St. Paul at Ephesus. Wo are not to suppose 
that the Apostles were always able to work miracles at will. An 
influx of supernatural power was given to them, at the time, and 
according to the circumstances, that required it. And the character 
of the miracles was not always the same. They were accommodated 
to the peculiar forms of sin, superstition, and ignorance they were 
required to oppose. 8 Here, at Ephesus, St. Paul was in the face of 


1 ‘ So that all they \»ihich dwelt in 
Asia,’ Ac., Acts xix. 10. There must 
have been many Jews in various parts 
of the province. 

* What is said of his continued 
residence at Ephesus by no means im¬ 
plies that he did not make journeys 
in the province. 

3 See above (p. 864, n. 2) for the 

arguments against supposing that St. 

”aul travelled to Epheeue by Coiossaa 

and the valley of the Mieander. The 

same arguments tend to prove that he 
never runted this district prom Ephe- 

**■ It is thought by many that 


Epaphrns was converted by St. Paul 
at Ephesus, and founded the church 
of Colossie. See Col. i. 7, iv. 12-17: 
Philem. 23. 

* See the Coin at the end of this 
chapter, and the description of Diana’s 
worship in Chapter XVI. 

3 See p. 276, &c. 

8 See p. 841. 

7 The lives of Alexander of Tralles 
in Smith’s Diet, of Biography and in 
the Biography of the U. K. Society, 
contain Borne important illustrations of 
Ephesian magic. 

* The narrative of what was done 
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magicians, like Moses and Aaron before pharaoh; and it is dis¬ 
tinctly said that his miracles were ‘ not ordinary wonders; ’ 1 from 
which we may infer that they were different from those which lie 
usually performed. We know, in the case of our Blessed Lord’s 
miracles, that though the change was usually accomplished on the 
speaking of a word, intermediate agency was sometimes employed; 
as when the blind man was healed at the pool of Siloam. 2 A 
miracle which has a closer reference to our present subject, is that 
in which the hem of Christ’s gaiment was made effectual to the 
healing of a poor sufferer, and the conviction of the bystanders. 5 
So on this occasion garments 4 wore made the means of communi¬ 
cating a healing power to those who were at a distance, whether 
they were possessed with evil spirits, or afflicted with ordinary 
diseases. 5 Such effects, thus publicly manifested, were a signal 
refutation of the charms and amulets and mystic letters of Ephesus. 
Yet was this no encouragement to blind superstition. When the 
suffering woman was healed by touching the hem of the garment, 
the Saviour turned round and said, ‘Virtue is gone out of we.’ 13 
And here at Ephesus we are reminded that it was God who 
‘ wrought miracles by the hands of Paul ’ (ver. 11), and that ‘ the 
name,’ not of Paul, but 1 of the Lord Jesus, was magnified’ (ver. 17). 

These miracles must have produced a great effect upon the minds 
of those who practised curious arts in Ephesus. Among the magi¬ 
cians who were then in this city, in the course of their wanderings 
through the East, were several Jewish exorcists. 7 This is a circum¬ 
stance which need not surprise us. The stem severity with which 
sorcery was forbidden in the Old Testament 8 attests the early 
tendency of the Israelites to such practices : the Talmud bears 
witness to the continuance of these practices at a later period; 0 and 
we have already had occasion, in the course of this history, to 
notice the spread of Jewish magicians through various parts of the 


by St. Paul at Ephesus should be com¬ 
pared with St. Peter’s miracles at 
Jerusalem, when ‘ninny signs and 
wonders were wrought among the 
people . . . insomuch that they brought 
forth the sick into tire streets, and 
laid them on beds and couches, that at 
the least the shadow of Peter passing 
by might overshadow some of them.’ 
—Arts v. 12-16. 

1 Acts xix. 11. 

* ‘He spat on the ground, and 
made clay of the spittle, amt anointed 
the eyes'of the blind man with the 
clay, nnd said unto him. Go, wash in 
the pool of Siloam.’— John ix. 6 , 7. 

3 Matt. ix. 20. See Trench on the 
Miracles, p. 189, See. 

* Both the words used here are 
Latin. The former, sudarium, is that 
which occurs Luke xix. 20 ; John xi. 
44, xx. 7, and is translated • napkin.’ 
The latter, smiemetium, denotes some 
such article of dress—shawl, hand¬ 


kerchief, or apron—as is easily laid 
aside. Itaumgarten’s remarks on the 
significance of these miracles are well 
worthy of consideration. He con¬ 
nects the sndaria and semicinctia with 
St. Paul's daily labour in his own sup¬ 
port. 

5 Acts xix. 12. 

0 Luke viii. 46. Compare vi. 19. 

7 Acts xix. 13. 

8 See Exod. xxii. 18; Lev. xx. 27; 
Dcut.xviii. 10 , 11 ; 1 Sam. xxviii.3,9. 

0 A knowledge of magic was a re¬ 
quisite qualificatiou of a member of 
the Sanhedrin, that he might be able 
to try those who were accused of such 
practices. Josephus ( Ant. xx. 7, 2) 
speaks of a Cyprian Jew, a sorcerer, 
who was a friend and companion of 
Felix, and who is identified by some 
with Simon Magus. Again (Ant. viii. 
2 , 5), he mentions certain forms of 
incantation used by Jewish magicians 
which they attributed to King Solomon. 
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Roman Empire. 1 * It was an age of superstition and imposture—all 
age also in which the powers of evil manifested themselves with 
peculiar force. Hence we find St. Paul classing ‘ witchcraft ’ among 
the works of the flesh (Gal. v. 20), and solemnly warning the 
Galatians both in words * and by his letters, that they who practise 
it cannot inherit the kingdom of God ; and it is of such that he 
writes to Timothy (2 Tim. iii. 13),—that ‘evil men and seducers 3 
shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived.’ This 
passage in St. Paul’s latest letter had probably reference to that 
very city in which we see him now brought into opposition With 
Jewish sorcerers. These men, believing that the name of Jesus 
acted as a charm, and recognising the Apostle as a Jew like them¬ 
selves, attempted his method of casting out evil spirits. 4 * * But He 
to whom the demons were subject, and who had given to His 
servant ‘ power and authority ’ over them (Luke ix. 1), had shame 
and terror in store for those who presumed thus to take His Holy 
Name in vain. 

One specific instance is recorded, which produced disastrous con¬ 
sequences to those who made the attempt, and led to wide results 
among the general population. In the number of those who 
attempted to cast out evil spirits by the ‘ name of Jesus,’ were 
seven brothers, sons of Sceva, who is called a high priest, J either 
because he had really held this office at Jerusalem, or because he 
was chief of one of the twenty-four courses of priests. But the 
demons, who were subject to Jesus, and by His will subject to 
those who preached His Gospel, treated with scorn those who used 
His Name without being converted to His truth. ‘ Jesus I re¬ 
cognise, and Paul I know; 0 but who are ye I ’ was the answer of 
the evil spirit. And straightway the man who was possessed 
sprang upon them, with frantic violence, so that they were utterly 
discomfited, and ‘ fled out of the house naked and wounded.’ 7 

This fearful result of the profane use of that Holy Name which 
was proclaimed by the Apostles for the salvation of all men, soon 
became notorious, both among the Greeks and the Jews. 8 Conster¬ 
nation and alarm took possession of the minds of many; and in 
proportion to this alarm the name of the Lord Jesus began to be 
reverenced and honoured. 0 Even among those who had given their 
faith to St. Paul’s preaching, 10 some appear to have retained their 
attachment to the practice of magical arts. Their conscience was 
moved by what had» recently occurred, and they came and made a 
full confession to the Apostle, and publicly acknowledged and 
forsook their deeds of darkness. 11 


1 See p. 118, See. 

3 Observe the phrase in ver. 21, ‘as 1 
told you in time past,’ perhaps on the 
very journey through Galatia which 
we have just had occasion to mention. 

3 The word here used is the cus¬ 
tomary term for these wandering ma¬ 
gicians. 

4 See ver. 18. 

1 Olshausen’s version, that be was 

merely the chief rabbi of the Ephe¬ 


sian Jews, can hardly be a correct ren¬ 
dering of the term. 

6 The two verbs in the original are 
different. , 

7 ver. lfi. 

8 ver. 17. 

8 The verb is in the imperfect. 

10 It seems unnatural to take the per¬ 
fect participle in any other sense than 
* those who had previously believed.’ 

11 * Their deeds,’ which must surety 
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* The fear and conviction seem to have extended beyond those 
who made a profession of Christianity. A large number of the 
sorcerers themselves 1 openly renounced the practice which had 
been so signally condemned by a higher power ; and they brought 
together the books 9 that contained the mystic formularies, and 
burnt them before all the people. When the volumes were con¬ 
sumed, 3 they proceeded to reckon up the price at which these 
manuals of enchantment would be valued. Such books, from their 
very nature, would be costly; and all books in that age bore a 
value which is far above any standard with which we are familiar. 
Hence we need not be surprised.that the whole cost thus sacrificed 
and surrendered amounted to as much as two thousand pounds 
of English money. 4 This scene must have been long remembered 
at Ephesus. It was a strong proof of honest conviction on the part 
of the sorcerers, and a striking attestation of the .triumph of Jesus 
Christ over the powers of darkness. The workers of evil were put 
to scorn, like the priests of Baal by Elijah on Mount Carmel; 5 and 
the teaching of the doctrine" of Christ ‘ increased mightily and grew 
strong.’ 6 

With this narrative of the burning of the books, we have nearly 
reached the term of St. Paul’s three years’ residence at Ephesus.' 
Before his departure, however, two important subjects demand our 
attention, each of which may be treated in a separate chapter :— 
the First Epistle to the Corinthians, with the circumstances in 
Achaia which led to the writing of it,—and the uproar in the 
Ephesian Theatre, which will be considered in connection with a 
description of the city, and some notice of the worship of Diana. 



Coins of Ephesus." 


refer to the particular practices in 
question. The verb denotes ‘ to make 
a full confession,’ as in Matt. iii. 6; 
Jam. v. 16. 

1 ver. 19. 

9 Literally 1 their books.' 

* The imperfect should be noticed, 
as imparting a graphic character to 
the whole narrative. The burning and 
blazing of the books went on for some 
considerable time. Compare the in¬ 
stances of the burning of magical books 
recorded in Liv. xl. 29; Suet. Aug. 81; 
also Tac Atm. xili. 60; Agr. 2. 


4 The ‘piece of silver’ mentioned 
here was doubtless the drachma, the 
current Greek coin of the Levant: the 
value was about tenpence. There can 
be no reason to suppose with Grotiua 
that the thehel is meant. 

4 1 Kings xviii. 

6 ver. 20. 

7 See ver. rfj which immediately fol¬ 
lows. 

6 From Akerman’s NumUmatic lllut- 
trations, p. 49. For the form under 
which Diana is represented, see below, 
pp. 428, 424. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

• 

St. Paul pays a short Visit to Corinth.—Returns to Ephesus.—Writes a Letter 
to the Corinthians, which is now lost.—They reply, desiring further Explana¬ 
tions.—State of the Corinthian Church.—St. Paul writes the First Epistle to 
the Corinthians, 

We have hitherto derived such information as we possess, concern 
ing the proceedings of St. Paul at Ephesus, from the narrative in 
the Acts ; but we must r^ow record an occurrence which St. Luke 
has passed over in silence, and whish we know only from a few 
incidental alhisions in the letters of the Apostle himself. This 
occurrence, which probably took place not later than the beginning 
of the second year of St. Paul’s residence at Ephesus, was a short 
visit which he paid to the Church at Corinth. 1 


1 The occurrence of this visit is 
proved by the following passages : 

(1.) 2 Cor. xii. 14. ‘ Now for the 

third time I am prepared to come to 
you.’ 

(2.) 2 Cor. xiii. 1. ‘ Now for the 

third time I am coming to you.’ 

If the visit after leaving Ephesus 
was the third, there must have been a 
second before it 

(8.) 2 Cor. xii. 21. ‘ Lest again, 

when I come, God should humble me, 
and I should grieve many of those who 
sinned before.’ He fears lest he should 
again be humbled on visiting them, and 
again hare to mourn their sins. lienee 
there must have been a former visit, in 
which he was thus humbled and made 
to mourn. 

Paley in the Horce Paulines, and 
other commentators sifice, have shown 
that these paasages (though they ac¬ 
knowledge their most natural meaning 
to be in favour of an intermediate 
visit) may be explained away ; in the 
first two St. Paul might perhaps only 
have meant ‘ this is the third time I 
have intended to come to you; ’ and 
in the third passage we may take 
again with come in the sense of ‘on 
my return.’ But we think that no¬ 
thing but the hypothesis of an inter¬ 
mediate visit can explain the following 

P *(?? < 2 Cor. 11. 1. ‘I decided not to 


come again in grief to you ’ (which 
is the reading of every one of the 
Uncial manuscripts). Here it would 
be exceedingly unnatural to join again 
with come : and the feeling of this 
probably led to the error of the Textus 
Receptus. 

(5.) 2 Cor. xiii. 2 (according to the 
reading of the best MSS.). I have 
warned you formerly, and l now fore¬ 
warn you, as when I was present the 
second time, so now while 1 am absent, 
saying to those who had sinned before 
that time, and to all the rest, ‘ If I 
come ayain, I will not spare.’ 

Against these arguments Paley sets 
(1st) St. Luke’s silence, which, how¬ 
ever, is acknowledged by all to be in¬ 
conclusive, considering that so very 
many of St. Paul’s travels and adven¬ 
tures are left confessedly unrecorded 
in the Acts (see note on ’2 Cor. xi. 28, 
<fcc.). (2ndly) The passage, 2 Cor. i. 
15, 16, in which St. Paul tells the 
Corinthians he did not wish now to 
ive them a * second benefit;’ whence 
e argues that the visit then approach¬ 
ing would, be his second visit. But a 
more careful examination of the pas¬ 
sage shows that St. Paul is speaking 
of his original intention of paying 
them a double visit, on his way to 
Macedonia, and on bis return from 
Macedonia. 
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0 If we had not possessed any direct information that suck a visit 
had been made, yet in itself it would have seemed highly probable 
that St. Paul would not have remained three years at Ephesus 
without revisiting his Corinthian converts. We have already 
. remarked 1 on the facility of communication existing between these 
two great cities, which were united by a continual reciprocity of 
' commerce, and were the capitals of two peaceful provinces. And 
examples of the intercourse which actually took place between the 
Christians of the two Churches have occurred, both in the case of 
AqUila and Priscilla, who had migrated from the one to the other 
(Acts xviii. 18, 19), and in that of Apollos, concerning whom, ‘when 
he was disposed to pass into Achaia,’ ‘ the brethren [at Ephesus] 
wrote, exhorting the disciples [at Corinth] to receive him’ (Acts 
xviii. 27). In the last chapter, some of the results of this visit of 
Apollos to Corinth have been noticed ; he was now probably re¬ 
turned to Ephesus, where we know 8 that he was remaining (and, 
it would seem, stationary) during the, third year of St. Paul’s 
residence in that capital. No doubt, on his return, he had much 
to tell of the Corinthian converts to their father in the faith,— 
much of joy and hope, but also much of pain, to communicate ; for 
there can be little doubt that those tares among the wheat, which 
we shall presently see in their maturer growth, had already begun 
to germinate, although neither Paul liad planted, nor Apollos 
watered them. One evil at least, we know, prevailed extensively, 
and threatened to corrupt the whole Church of Corinth. This was 
nothing less than the addiction of many Corinthian Christians 
to those sins of impurity which they had practised in the days of 
their Heathenism, and which disgraced their native city, even 
among the Heathen. We have before mentioned the peculiar 
licentiousness of manners which prevailed at Corinth. So notorious 
was this, that it had actually passed into the vocabulary of the 
Greek tongue; and the very word 1 to Corinthianise,’ meant 1 3 to 
play the wanton ;’ s nay, the bad reputation of the city had become 
proverbial, even in foreign languages, and is immortalised by the 
Latin poets. 4 Such being the habits in which many of the Corin¬ 
thian converts had been educated, we cannot wonder if it proved 
most difficult to root out immorality from the rising Church. The 
offenders against Christian chastity were exceedingly numerous 5 at 
this period ; and it was especially with the object of attempting to 
reform them, and to check the growing mischief that St. Paul now 
determined to visit Corinth. 

He has himself described this visit as a painful one ; 6 he went in 
sorrow at the tidings he had received, and when he arrived, he 
found the state of things even worse than he had expected j he 
tells us that it was a time of personal humiliation 7 to himself, 
occasioned by the flagrant sins of so many of his own converts ; 
he reminds the Corinthians, afterwards, how he had ‘ mourned ’ 

1 p. 836. unrepentant after rebuke and warning, 

* 1 Cor. xvi. 12. are called 4 many.’ 2 Cor. xii. 21. 

3 It is bo used by Aristophanes. 3 2 Cor. ii. 1. 

* Hor. Ep. i. 17. See p. 325, n. 8. 7 2 Cor. xii. 21, 

3 Only a part of them, who remained 
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over those who had dishonoured the name of Christ by 4 tfte 
uncleanness and fornication and wantonness which they had com¬ 
mitted. ’ 1 

But in the midst of his grief he showed the greatest tenderness 
for the individual offenders ; he warned them of the heinous guilt* 
which they were incurring ; he showed them its inconsistency with 
their Christian calling ; 2 he reminded them how, at their baptism,® 
they had died to sin, and risen again unto righteousness ; but he 
did not at once exclude them from the Church which they had 
defiled. Yet he was compelled to threaten them with this penalty, 
if they persevered in the sins jvhich had now called forth his 
rebuke. He has recorded the very words which he used. 1 If 1 
come again,’ he said, ‘ I will not spare .’ 3 4 

It appears probable that, on this occasion, St. Paul remained but 
a very short timq at Corinth. When afterwards, in writing to them, 
he says that he does not wish ‘ now to pay them a passing visit,’ 
he seems 4 to imply, that Jus last visit had deserved that epithet. 
Moreover, had it occupied a large portion of the ‘space of three 
years,’ which he describes himself to have spent at Ephesus (Acts 
xx. 31), he would probably have expressed himself differently in 
that part of his address to the Ephesian presbyters ; 6 and a long 
visit could scarcely have failed to furnish more allusions in the 
Episties so soon after written to Corinth. The silence of St. Luke 
also, which is easily explained on the supposition of a short visit, 
would be less natural had St. Paul been long absent from Ephesus, 
where he appears, from the narrative in the Acts, to be stationary 
during all this period. 

On these grounds, we suppose that the Apostle, availing himself 
of the constant maritime intercourse between the two cities, had 
gone by sea to Corinth ; and that he now returned to Ephesus by 
the same route (which was very much shorter than that by land), 
after spending a few days or weeks at Corinth. 

But his censures and warnings had produced too little effect 
upon his converts ; his mildness had been mistaken for weakness ; 
his hesitation in punishing had been ascribed to a fear of the 
offenders ; and it was not long before he received new intelligence 
that the profligacy which had infected the community was still 
increasing. Then it was that he felt himself compelled to resort to 
harsher measures ; he wrote an Epistle (which has not been pre¬ 
served to us ) 0 in which, as we learn from himself, he ordered the 


1 2 Cor. xii. 21. 

*■ There can be no doubt that he 
urged upon them the same arguments 
which he was afterwards obliged to 
repeat at 1 Cor. vi. 15. 

* 2 Cor. xiii. 2. 

4 1 Cor. xvi. 7. Yet this admits of 
another explanation ; for perhaps he 
only meant to say, ‘ I will not now 
(at once) come to you (by the direct 
route) on my way to Macedonia for a 
passing visit,’ &c. 

4 Wieaeler, however, gets over this, 


by supposing that when St. Paul men¬ 
tions three years spent among his 
hearers, he means to address not 
only the Ephesian presbyters whom 
he had summoned, but also the com pa - 
nions of his voyage (Acts xx. 4) who 
had been With him in Macedonia and 
Acbaia. 

8 In proof of tliis, see the note on 
1 Cor. v. 9-12. This lost Epistle must 
have been written after nis second 
visit; otherwise he need not have 
explained it in the passage referred to. 
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Christians of Corinth, by virtue of his Apostolic authority, ‘to 
cease from all intercourse with fornicators. ’ By this he meant, as 
he subsequently explained his injunctions, to direct the exclusion 
of all profligates from the Church. The Corinthians, however, 
neither did not understand this, or (to excuse themselves) they 
affected not to do so, for they asked, how it was possible for them 
°to abstain from all intercourse with the profligate, unless they 
entirely secluded themselves from all the business of life, which 
they had to transact with their Heathen neighbours. Whether 
the* lost Epistle contained any other topics, we cannot know with 
certainty; but we may conclude, with some probability that it was 
very short, and directed to this one subject; 1 otherwise it is not 
easy to understand why it should not have been preserved together 
with the two subsequent Epistles. 

Soon after this short letter had been dispatched, Timotheus, 
accompanied by Erastus,* left Ephesus for Macedonia. St. Paul 
desired him, if possible, to continue his journey to Corinth ; but 
did not feel certain that it 1 would be possible for him to do so 3 
consistently with the other objects of his journey, frhieh pro¬ 
bably had reference to the great collection now going on for the 
poor Hebrew Christians at Jerusalem. 

Meantime^ some members of the household of Chloe, a distin¬ 
guished Christian family at Corinth, arrived at Ephesus ; and from 
them St. Paul received fuller information than he before possessed 
of the condition of the Corinthian Church. The spirit of party 
had Beized upon its members, and well nigh destroyed Christian 
love. We have already seen in our general view of the divisions of 
the Apostolic Church, that the great parties which then divided the 
Christian world had ranked themselves under the names of different 
Apostles, whom they attempted to set up against each other as rival 
leaders. At Corinth, as in other places, emissaries had arrived 
from the Judaisers of Palestine, who boasted of their ‘ letters of 
commendation ’ from the metropolis of the faith ; they did not, 
however, attempt, as yet, to insist upon circumcision, as we shall 
find them doing successfully among the simpler population of 
Galatia. This would have been hopeless in a great and civilised 
community like that of Corinth, imbued with Greek feelings of 
contempt for what they would have deemed a barbarous superstition. 
Here, therefore, the Judaisers confined themselves, in the first 
instance, to personal attacks against St. Paul, whose apostleship 
they denied, whose motives they calumniated, and whose authority 
they persuaded the Corinthians to repudiate. Some of them de¬ 
clared themselves the followers of ‘Cephas,’ whom the Lord Himself 
had selected to be the chief Apostle ; others (probably the more 

1 Probably it was in thig lost letter Bom. xvi. 23, and 2 Tim. iv. 20; and 
that he gave them notice of his in- therefore was most likely proceeding at 
tention to visit them on his way any rate to Corinth, 
to Macedonia •, for altering which he ' ® Timotheus apparently did not 
was so much blamed by his oppo- reach Corinth on this occasion, or the 
nents. fact would have been mentioned 2 Cor. 

* Erastus was probably the ‘trea- xii. 18. • 
surer’ of the city or Corinth, mentioned 
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extreme member* of the party) 1 boasted of their own immediate 
connection with Christ Himself, and their intimacy with ‘ the 
brethren of the Lord,’ and especially with James, the head of the 
Church at Jerusalem. The endeavours of these agitators to under¬ 
mine the influence of the Apostle of the Gentiles met with unde¬ 
served success ; and they gained over a strong party to their side. 
Meanwhile, those who were still stedfast to the doctrines of St. Paul, 
yet were not all unshaken in their attachment to his person: a 
portion of them preferred the Alexandrian learning with wlych 
Apollos had enforced his preaching, to the simple style of their 
first teacher, who had designedly abstained, at Corinth, from 
anything like philosophical argumentation. 3 This party, then, who 
sought to form for themselves a philosophical Christianity, called 
themselves the followers of Apollos ; although the latter, for his 
part, evidently disclaimed the rivalry with St. Paul which was thus 
implied, and even refused to revisit Corinth, 3 lest he should seem 
to countenance the factious spirit of his adherents. 

It is not impossible that the Antinomian Free-thinkers, whom we 
have already seen to form so dangerous a portion of the Primitive 
Church, attached themselves to this last- named party; at any rate, 
they were, at this time, one of the worst elements of evil at Corinth: 
they put forward a theoretic defence of the practical immorality in 
which they lived ; and some of them had so lost the very foundation 
of Christian faith as to deny the resurrection of the dead, and thus 
to adopt the belief as well as the sensuality of their Epicurean 
neighbours, whoso motto was ‘ Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow 
we die.’ 


A crime recently committed by one of these pretended Chris¬ 
tians, was now reported to St. Paul, and excited his utmost ab¬ 
horrence : a member of the Corinthian Church was openly living in 
incestuous intercourse with his step-mother, and that, during his 
father’s life ; yet this audacious offender was not excluded front the 
Church. 

Nor were these the only evils : some Christians were showing 
their total want of brotherly love by bringing vexatious actions 
against their brethren in the Heathen courts of law; others were 
turning even the spiritual gifts which they had received from the 
Holy Ghost into occasions of vanity and display, not unaccompanied 
by fanatical delusion ; the decent order of Christian worship was 
disturbed by the tuiflultuary claims of rival ministrations ; women 
had forgotten the modesty of their sex, and came forward, unveiled 
(contrary to the habit of their country), to address the public 
assembly; and even the sanctity of the Holy Communion itself was 
profaned by scenes of revelling and debauch. 

About the same time that all this disastrous intelligence was 
brought to St. Paul by the household of Cbloe, other messengers 
arrived from Corinth, bearing the answer of the Church to his 
previous letter, of which (as we have mentioned above) they re¬ 
quested an explanation ; and at the same time referring to his 
decision several questions which caused dispute and difficulty. 


1 See above, pp. 349, 360. 


* 1 Cor. ii 1-6. 


* 1 Cor. kvi. 12. 
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These questions related—1st, To the controversies respecting meat 
which had been offered to idols ; 2ndly, To the disputes regarding 
celibacy and matrimony; the right of divorce; and the perplexities 
which arose in the case of mixed marriages, where one of the 
parties was an unbeliever : 3rdly, To the exercise of spiritual gifts 
,in the publio assemblies of the Church. 

St. Paul hastened to reply to these questions, and at the same 
time to denounce the sins which had polluted the Corinthian 
Chuych, and almost annulled its right to the name of Christian. 
The letter which he was thus led to write is addressed, not only to 
this metropolitan Church, but also to the Christian communities 
established in other places in the same province, 1 which might be 
regarded as dependencies of that in the capital city; hence we must 
* infer that these Churches also had been infected by some of the 
errors or vices which had prevailed at Corinth. ■ The letter is, in 
its contents, the most diversified of all St. Paul’s Epistles ; and in. 
proportion to the variety of its topics, fs the depth of its interest 
for ourselves. For by it we are introduced, as it were, behind the 
scenes of the Apostolic Church, and its minutest features are re¬ 
vealed to us under the light of daily life. We see the picture of a 
Christian congregation as it met for worship in some upper chamber, 
such as the house of Aquila, or of Gaius, could furnish. We see 
that these seasons of pure devotion were not unalloyed by human 
vanity and excitement; yet, on the other hand, we behold the 
Heathen auditor pierced to the heart by the inspired eloquence of 
the Christian prophets, the secrets of his conscience laid bare to 
him, and himself constrained to fall down on his face and worship 
God; we hear the fervent thanksgiving echoed by the unanimous 
Amen; we see the administration of the Holy Communion termi¬ 
nating the feast of love. Again we become familiar with the 
perplexities of domestic life, the corrupting proximity of Heathen 
unmorality, the lingering superstition, the rash speculation, the 
lawless perversion of Christian liberty; we witness the strife of 
theological factions, the party names, the sectarian animosities. 
We perceive the difficulty of the task imposed upon the Apostle, 
who must guard from so many perils, and guide through so many 
difficulties, his children in the faith, whom else he had begotten in 
vain ; and we learn to appreciate more fully the magnitude of that 
laborious responsibility under which he describes himself as almost 
ready to sink, * the care of all the Churches.’ 

But while we rejoice that so many details of the deepest historical 
interest have been preserved to us by this Epistle, let us not forget 
to thank God who so inspired His Apostle, that in his answers to 
questions of transitory interest he has laid down principles of eternal 
obligation.’ Lot us trace with gratitude the providence of Him, 

1 See the translation of 1 Cor. ii. 2, the mind*of the Apostle himself by 
and the note. Also p. 319. . the Holy Spirit, under whose guidance 

1 The contrast between the short- he wrote; and he has expressed it. in 
lived Interest of the questions referred those sublime words which might 
to him for solution, and the eternal serve as a motto for the whole Kpistle 
principles by which they must be (1 Cor. viL 29-31). 
solved, was nought prominently before 
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who ‘ out of darkness calls up light;’ by whose mercy it was 
provided that the unchastity of the Corinthians should occasion the 
sacred laws of moral purity to be established for ever through the 
Christian world;—that their denial of the resurrection should cause 
those words to be recorded whereon reposes, as upon a rock that 
cannot be shaken, our sure and certain hope of immortality. 

The following is a translation of the Epistle, which was written 
at Easter, in the third year of St. Paul’s residence at Ephesus:— 


FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS. 1 

l PAUL, a called* Apostle of Jesus Christ by the will 
of God, and Sosthenes* the Brother, TO THE 
CHURCH OF GOD* AT CORINTH, hallowed 
in Christ Jesus, called Saints;' together with 
all 4 who call upon the name of Jesus Christ our 


1 The date of this Epistle ran be 
fixed with more precision than that of 
any other. It gives us the means of 
ascertaining, not merely the year, but 
even (with great probability) the 
montli aud week, in which it was 
written. 

(1) Apollos had been working at 
Corinth, and was now with St. Paul at 
Ephesus (1 Cor. i. 12; iii. 4, 22 ; iv. 

6; xvi. 12). This was the case dur¬ 
ing St. Paul’s residence at Ephesus 
(Acts xix. 1). 

(2) He wrote during the dayn of un- 
leaomtd bread, i.e. at Easter (1 Cor. 
v. 7: see the note on that passage), 
and intended to remain at Ephesus 
till Pentecost (xvi. 8, cf. xv. 82). 
Alter leaving Ephesus, he purposed to 
come by Macedonia to Achaia (xvi. 
5-7). This wus the route he took 
(Acts xx. 1, 2) on leaving Ephesus 
after the tumult in the theatre. 

(8) Aquila and Priscilla were with 
him at Ephesus (xvi. 19). They had 
taken up their residence at Ephesus 
before the visit of St. Paul (Acte xviii. 
26 ). 

(4) The Great Collection was going 
on in Achaia (xvi. 1-8). When ho* 
wrote to the Romans front Corinth 
during his three months' visit there 
(Acte XX. 8), the collection was com¬ 
pleted in Macedonia and Achaia (Rom. 

(6) He hopes to go by Corinth to 
Jerusalem, and thence to Rome (xvi 


4, and xv. 25-28.) Now the time when 
he entertained this very purpose was 
towards the conclusion of his long 
Ephesian residence (Acts xix. 21). 

(6) lie had sent Timothy towards 
Corinth (iv. 17), but not direct (xvi. 
10). Now it was at the close of his 
Ephesian residence (Acts xix. 22) that 
he sent Timothy with Erastus (the 
Corinthian) from Ephesus to Macedo¬ 
nia, which was one way to Corinth, but 
not the shortest. 

s Sostlienes is, perhaps, the same 
mentioned Acte xviii. 17. 

3 The sense of the word for ‘ Saints ’ 
in the New Testament is nearly equiva¬ 
lent to the modern ‘ Christians ; ’ but it 
would be an anachronism so to translate 
it here, since (in the time of St. Paul) 
the word ‘Christian’ was only used 
as a term of reproach. The objection 
to translating it ‘saints’is, that the 
idea now often conveyed by that term 
is different from the meaning of the 
Greek word as used by St. Paul. Yet 
as no other English word represents it 
better, either the old rendering must 
be retained, or an awkward periphrasis 
employed. The English reader should 
bear in min(J that St. Paul applies the 
term to all members of the Church. 

4 This is added to comprehend those 
Christians of the Church of Achaia who 
were not resident at Corinth, bat in 
the neighbouring places of the same 
province. Compare 2 Cor. L E 
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Lord in every place which is their home—and our 
home also . 1 

Grace be unto you and peace, from God our i. 3 
Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Introductory 
thanksgiving 
for their 
conversion. 


Rebuke of 
their party- 
spirit, and 
special cen¬ 
sure of the 
pseudo-philo¬ 
sophical 
party. 


I 2 thank my God continually on your behalf, for 4 , 
the grace of God given unto you in Christ Jesus. 
Because, in Him, you were 3 every-wise enriched 5 
with all the gifts of speech and knowledge, (for thus 6 
my testimony to Christ was confirmed among you), 
so that you come behind no other church in any 7 

f ift; looking earnestly for the time when our Lord 
esus Christ shall be revealed to sight. 4 
And He also will confirm 6 you unto the end, that 8 
you may be without reproach at the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. For God is faithful, by whom you 9 
were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 10 
Jesus Christ, to shun disputes, and have no divisions 
among you, but to be knit together in the same 
mind, and the same judgment . 0 For I have been 11 
informed concerning you, my brethren, by the mem¬ 
bers of Chloe’s household, that there are contentions 
among you. I mean, that one of you says, ‘ I am a 12 
follower of Paul; ’ another, ‘ I of Apollos ; ’ another, 

‘I of Cephas ;’ 7 another, ‘I of Christ.’ Is Christ 13 


* The Authorised Version here ap¬ 

pears scarcely reconcilable with tne 
order of the Greek, though it is de¬ 
fended by the opinions of Chrysostom, 
Billroth, Olshausen, 4c. The trans¬ 
lation of Meyer, ‘ in every place under 
their and our dominion , seems more 
like a Papal than an Apostolic re¬ 
script; and that of De Wette, ‘in 
every place both of their uwt our ubode,' 
is frigid, and adds nothing to the idea 
of ‘every place.' St. Paul means to 
say that he feels the home of his con- 
vertS lo be also his own. Both senti¬ 
ment and expression are the same as 
in Rom. xvi. 13; ‘ His mother and 
mine.' , 

* Observe how ‘I thank' and ‘my’ 
follow immediately after ‘Paul and 
Sosthenes,' showing that, though the 
salutation runs in the name of both, 
the author of the Epistle was St. Paul 
alone. Compare the remarks on 1 Thess. 
i. 2. 


3 In this passage the aorists arc here 
translated as aorists. But as the dis¬ 
tinction between the aorist and perfect 
is by no means constantly observed in 
St. Paul’s Hellenistic Greek, it may be 
doubted whether the aorists here" are 
not used for perfects. 

1 See note on Rom. ii. 5. 

5 i.e. He wi[l do His part to confirm 
you unto the end. If you fall, it will 
hot be for want of His help. 

6 ‘ Mind’ refers to the view taken by 
the understanding; ‘judgment’to the 
practical decision arrived at. 

7 Cephas is the name by which St. 
Peter is called throughout this Epistle. 
•It was tiUf’actual word feed by our 
Lord Himself, and remained the Apos¬ 
tle’s usual appellation among the 
Jewish Christians up to this time. It 
is strange that it should afterwards 
have been so entirely supplanted by 
its Greek, equivalent, ‘ Piter,’ even 
among the Jewish Christiana. See. 
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divided P Was Paul crucified for you ? or were you 

14 baptized unto the name of Paul ? I thank God that 
I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius 1 

15 (lest any one should say that I baptized unto my 

ig own name) ; and I baptized also the household of 

Stephanas; besides these I know not that I baptized 

17 any other. Por Christ sent me forth as His Apostle,* 
not to baptize, but to publish the Glad-tidings; and 
that, not with wisdom of word, lest thereby the 

18 cross of Christ should be made *void. 3 Por the word 
of the' cross, 4 to those in the way of perdition, is 
folly; but to us in the way of salvation, 8 it is the 

19 power of God. .And so it is written, ‘ I toil! brfitrDii 
the toWtrom of the Inter, aub bring to untljing the tmbrr* 

20 rftaubtug of tlje pruBeot.’ Where is the Philosopher? 
Where is the Rabbi ? Where is the reasoner of this 
world ? 7 Has not God turned the world’s wisdom 

21 into folly.? for when the world had failed to gain by 
its wisdom the knowledge of God in the wisdom of 
God, it pleased God, by the folly of our preaching , 8 

22 to save those who believe . 9 Por the Jews require a 
sign [from heaven], and the Greeks demand philo- 

23 sophy; but we 10 proclaim a Messiah crucified, to the 
Jews a stumbling-block, and to the Greeks a folly; 

24 but to the called 11 themselves, whether they be Jews 
or Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom 

25 of God. For the folly of God is wiser than man’s 
' wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than 

26 man’s strength. For you see, brethren, how God 
has called you; how few of you are wise in earthly 


note on Gal. i. 18. For an explana¬ 
tion of the parties here alluded to, see 
pp. 348-858. 

1 Or Caius, if we use the Konian 
spelling; see p. 313. 

* The verb involves thjs, 

3 Compare the use of the same verb 
in Horn. iv. 14. 

* i.e. the tidings of a crucified Mee- 
eiak. 

3 For the present participle we may 
refer to Acts ii. 47, and to ii; 6 below. 
In rendering the partictataa htjre, 
'already dead,' and ‘ alrea&yi-taued,’ 
Prof. Stanley neglects the force of the 
tense. [This is corrected in the 2nd 
edition. B.1 

3 Isa. xxtx. 14: not quite literally 
quote' from the LXX. 

7 There are two words in She N.T. 
translated ‘ World ’ in the A. V. That 


which is used here involves the notion 
of transitory duration. So in Knglish 
we speak of ‘ the notions (or spirit) of 
the aye.’ Also in this expression is 
contained a reference to ‘the future 
age,’ the period of the final triumph of 
Christ’s kingdom. 

8 [Or, more correctly, ‘that which 
we preach,' viz. the Gospel, which 
men deem folly, it.] 

9 Observe that the participle here is 
present, not past. 

10 We, including St. Paul and the 
'other pies eh As of Christianity. 

11 All who make an outward profes¬ 

sion of Christianity are, in St. Paul’s 
language, ‘the called.’ They have 
received a message from God, which 
has called them to enter into Bit 
church. * 
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wisdom, how few are powerful, how few are noble. 

But the world’s folly, God has chosen, to confound i. 3 ? 
its wisdom; and the world’s weakness God has 
chosen, to confound its strength; and the world’s base 28 
things, and things despised, yea, things that have no 
being, God has chosen, to bring to nought the things 
that be; that no flesh should glory in His presence. 29 
But you are His children 1 * in Christ Jesus, whom30 
God sent unto As as our wisdom,* and righteousness, 
and sanctification, and redemption; that it might be 
according as it is written, ‘ tfjat boasted), ftt flint 31 
boatft tit tfje ttorb.’ 3 

teaehtniThe So, brethren, "’hen I myself came, among you, andii. 1 
had not aimed declared to you the testimony of God, I came not 
ingre^uon-with surpassing ( skill 01 speech, or wisdom, r or no 2 
Sutim'd reieb knowledge did X purpose to display among you, but 
the knowledge of Jesus Christ alone, ana Him 4 * — 
silti'bei ’™' 1 cracl fi e< X- And iu my intercourse with you, I was 3 
tothespiri?’ filled with weakness and fear and much trembling . 3 

And when I proclaimed my message, I used not per- 4 
suasive words of human wisdom, but showed forth 5 
the working of God’s Spirit and power, that your 
faith might have its foundation not in the wisdom of 
men, but in the power of God. 

Nevertheless, among those who are ripe in under • 6 
standing , 6 I speak wisdom; albeit not the wisdom of 
this world, nor of its rulers, who will soon be nought . 7 
But it is God’s wisdom that I speak, whereof the 7 
secret is made known to His people ; 6 even the 


i ‘OfHim.’ 

* literally, who became, wisdom to us 
from God,'the preposition implying 
"‘sent from.' 

3 Jerem. ix. 23, 24, from the LXX., 
but not literally. Quoted also 2 Cor. 
x. 17; see note there. 

4 i.e. Him, .not exalted on the 
earthly throne of David, but con¬ 
demned to the death ■ of the vilest 
malefactor. 

3 St. Paul appears, on his first com¬ 
ing to Corinth, to have been suffer¬ 
ing uhder great depression, perhaps 
caused by the bodily mifiady to which 
he was subject (cf. 2 Cor. xii. 8; see 
l £ 210), '-perhaps by the ill success of 
Us efforts lit .Athens. See p. 298. 

The expression ‘fear and trem¬ 
bling ’ is peculiarly Pauline, being 

reed in four "Of St. Paul’s Epistles, 


and by no other writer in the New 
Testament. It does not mean fear of 
personal danger, but o trembling anxi¬ 
ety to perform a duty. Thus in Eph. 
vl 5, slaves are charged to obey their 
masters thus, and'this anxious con- 
scientiousnesr is opposed to ‘eye-ser¬ 
vice.’ 

* ‘The perfect’ is St Paul’s ex¬ 
pression for those who had attained 
the maturity of Christian wisdom. 
Compare lr Cor. xiv. 20, and PhiL iii. 
15. Sujb men could understand that 
his teaiWhg was in truth the highest 
philosopny. 

7 Literally, ‘passing away into no- 
- thinness.’ 

8 ‘Wisdom in a mystery,’ is awi* 
dom revealed to the initialed, i-e. (in 
this case) to Christians; bat hidden 
from thereat of the world. 
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hidden wiridom which God ordained before the ages, 

8 that we might be glorified thereby. But the rulers 
of this world knew it not; for had they known it, 
they would not have orucified the Lord of Glory. 

9 But as it is written, * <£j>c fiat!) not tfrrit, nor tut 
fjeartr, neither babe entered into tfje heart of man, tfje 
things tobirt) €5ob bath nreparrtr for them tbat lobe 

lolfttm.’ 1 ' Yet to us* God has revealed them by His 
Spirit. For the Spirit fathoms all things, even the 

U depths of God. For who can knbw what belongs to 
man bilt the spirit of man which is within him? 
even so none can know what belongs to God, but 

12 the Spirit of God alone. Now we have received, 
not the spirit of tlie world, but the Spirit which is of 
God; that we might understand those things which 
have been freely given us by God. * 

13 These are the things whereof we speak, in words 
not taught by man’s wisdom, but by the Spirit; 

14 explaining spiritual things to spiritual 3 men. But 
the natural 4 man rejects the teaching of God’s Spirit, 
for to him it is folly; and he cannot comprehend it, 

15 because it is spiritually discerned. But the spiritual 
man judges all things truly, yet cannot himself be 

16 truly judged by others. For ‘fflSSbo find) fcnohm tb* 
tninb of tfie iLoitf tbat be rfboulb instruct ®im?’ 8 but 
we have the mind of the Lord 6 [within us]. 


n! 1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as spiritual 

2 men, but as carnal, yea, as babes in Christ. I fed SJ, 
you with milk, and not with meat; for you were not 

3 able to bear it; nay, you are not yet able, for you are 
still carnal. For while you are divided amongst 
yourselves t>y jealousy, and strife, and factious par¬ 
ties, is it not evident that you are carnal, and walking 

! 4 in the ways of mep? When one says, ‘I follow 


* Isaiah lxiv. 4 ia-Thetncarest pas¬ 
sage to this in the Old Testament. 
The quotation is not to be fbundany- 
where exactly. 

* Ve, including all 4 the 'inspired 
Christian teachers, and the re# of rite 
‘ perfect.’ 

* Compare HI. 1. It should be ob¬ 
served that this verb is often used By 
I.XX. for explain, interpret,' as Stueo. 

xt«. 

* Properly man considered m en¬ 
dowed with the anima (tlva JBvkig 


principle), as distinguished from tfip ■■ 
spiritual principle. See Juv. Sat. xji 
148. Etymologically speaking, the • 
animal man would, n .the hast trans¬ 
lation I but to English reader* this 
jvonldtspnvey % hareber meaning than 
the original- • a 

. 1 lanh xl. 18 (LXX-), quotedalso 
Bom. tk 84. __ft 

*44 


« The beat M 8 & 
tween-the readings 
‘Lord* here.♦, .... '£ ■ 
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Paul,’ and another ‘ I follow Apollos,’ can you deny 
that you are carnal ? 

5iMion?n tla ' Who then is Paul, or who is Apollos? what areiii. 
chri’t!an T ' ake they but servants, by whose ministration you be- 
leoticra of lie lieved? and was it not the Lord who gave to each of c 
“.artier Na- them the measure of his success ? I planted, Apollos 
wm*k“ f their watered; but it was God who made the seed to grow. 

, So that he who plants is nothing, nor he who waters, 7 

but God alone who gives the growth. But the 8 
planter and the waferer are one together; 1 and each 
will receive his own wages according to his work. 
For we are God’s fellow-labourers, 2 and you are 9 
God’s husbandry. You are God’s building; God 10 
gave me the gift of grace whereby like a skilful 
architect I laid a foundation; and on this foundation 
another builds 1 '; but let each take heed what he 
builds thereon—[‘ thereon,’ I say,] for other founda-11 
tion can no man' lay, than that already laid, which is 
Jesus Chiust. 3 But on this foundation one may 12 
raise gold, and silver, and precious stones; another, 
wood, hay, and stubble. 4 But each man’s work will 13 
be made manifest; for The Day 5 will make it known; 
because that day will be revealed with fire, and the 
fire will test each builder’s work. He whose build- 14 
ing stands unharmed, shall receive payment for his 
labour; he whose work is burned down, shall forfeit 15 
his reward: yet he shall not himself bo destroyed; 
but shall be saved as it were through the flames. 
ho«rV ,rch Know 0 ye not that you are God’s temple, and that 16 
tempa. ^ yon f orm a shrine wherein God’s Spirit dwells ? If 17 
any man ruin the temple of God, God phaU-ruin 7 
him ; for the temple of God is holy; and holy 8 there¬ 
fore are ye. 


1 ‘ And therefore cannot be set 
gyjainst each other’ is implied. 
r *5^ This remarkable expression is 
St. Paul more than onee. 
'2 Cor. vj. 1, and th% note on- 



silver, on' the one hand, and the 
hovels of thfe poor on. the other 1 , with 
walls of woofctorfrihof of thatch, and 
interstices stiilie&witii, straw. See 
n» description of Botne below, Chap. 

- ,f~. . : 

TO, Vrn -of Christ's coming.’ 
re 1 TheSs. V. 4. 

, __ie connection with what pre- 
redes" is ‘ In calling you God’s build¬ 
ing, I tell you no new thing i you 
kno%* already that you are God’a 
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18 Let none deceive himself; if any man is held wise 
among you in the wisdom of this world, let him S" t u y „ , . l>lr “ 
make himself a fool [in the world’s judgment], that chrUti “- 

19 so he may become wise. For the wisdom of this 
world is foolishness with God, as it is written, * $}c 
taftetf) lf)e to tee (n tfjeir nton rrafttneste/ 1 * And again, 

20 ‘ Clje ftorti Stmtortfi tfjc tijmigbtt nf tlje totee that tfjeii 

21 are bain.’ 8 Therefore let none of you make his boast 

22 in men; 3 4 * for all things are yours; both Paul and 
Apollos, and Cephas, and the whole world itself; 
both life and death, things present and things to 

23 come—all are yours—but * you are Christ’s ; and 
Christ is God’s. . 


1 Let us be accounted a« servants of Christ, and < i.ri.r. 

2 stewards of the mysteries of God.* ’Moreover, it is 

3 required in a steward to be found faithful. 6 Yet to 111?] 
me it matters nothing that. 1 be judged by you or by their own. 
the doom 7 of man; nay, 1 judge not even myself. 

4 For although I know not that I am guilty of unfaith¬ 
fulness, yet this does not justify me ; but I must bo 

5 tried by the judgment of the Lord. Therefore judge 
nothing hastily, until the coming of the Lord; for He 
shall bring to light, the secrets of darkness, and make 
manifest the counsels of men’s hearts ; and then shall 
each receive his due 8 praise from God. 

fi But these things, brethren, 1 have represented 
under the persons of myself and Apollos, for your 
sakes; that by considering us you might learn not J’“',Ki'S’, 1 ,',,' 
to think of yourselves above that which has been 
written, 8 and that yon may cease to puff yourselves 


1 Job v. with an im¬ 

material variation.. 

! Ps. xciv. 11, fttm LXX., with a 
slight change. ... . ’ • 

3 The meaningffioast not of 
having this man , firfUrntt as ytmr 
leader) for all thji.*Apo»tk*- hay, aB 
things in the universe, are ordaimjjb&y - 
Hod to co-operate fof^tour'MjjflSJ.*' * ' f , 

4 All things wore' together for th* , 

good of Christians; all things’cpn-,; 

spire to do them service: but theirt 
work is to do Christ's service, even aa 

He Himself came to do the will of- HS 
Father. —^ 

* Mysteries are seerets receatmil i.e. 
the Olad-tidings of Qhrisi&lfe Jit* 
initiated, i.e. to all Chrirtiajjfc’S'See 
note on ii. 7. I'he metaphor nefe' is. 


that os a steward dispensed his mas¬ 
ter's bread to his fellow-servants, so 
Paul, Peter, ami Apollos dispen-ed 
the knowledge of Christ to their - 
brethren. ' ■- 

6 [Or rather, ‘ Inquiry is m^de into 7 *-, 
a steward’s conduct, in order -that 
may be proved faithful.’ H.l '* 

£Thia use of ‘ Aay *'i^peealinr to 
P«dft; so that Jetytae <*Hs it a. 
iWcfttu.- It .is- eonnseted Vifh 
abova l^, Jto<l dpcur» P Thw«. 

V. 4. ' .~T. • 

• ‘ titf -praise.’ Th« *rrtr 
was^used U* >»»,. rbaerviai V ttw 
arrwffcd 

commonly emptoystf.in_wfcsence to 
the Old Testament; 0 u 6 $]Wre it suito 
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up in the cause 1 of one against another. For who iy. i 
makes thee to differ from another ? what hast thou 
that thou didst not receive? and how then canst 
thou boast, as if thou hadst won it for thyself ? But s 
ye forsooth have already eaten to the full [of spiritual 
food], ye are already rich, ye have seated yourselves , 
upon your throne, and have no need 2 of me. Would 
■ that you were indeed enthroned, that I too might 9 

reign with you. For, 3 I think, God has set forth us 
the Apostles last of all, like criminals condemned to 
die, to be gazed at in a theatre 4 by the whole world, 
both men and angels. We for Christ’s sake are lo 
fools, while you are wise in Christ; we are weak, 
while you are strong; you are honourable, while we 
are outcasts; even to tire present hour we bear 1 1 
hunger and thirst, and nakedness and stripes, and k 
have no certain dwelling place, and toil with our 12 
own hands; curses we meet with blessings, persecu¬ 
tion with patience, railings with good words. We 1.3 
have been made as it were the refuse of the earth, 
the off-scouring of all things, unto this day. I write 14 
not thus to reproach you, but as a father I chide the 
children whom I love. For though you may have 15 
ten thousand guardians 5 to lead you towards the 
school of Christ, you can have but one father; and it 
was I who begat you in Christ Jesus, by the Glad- 
tidings which I brought. I beseech you, therefore, 16 
become followers of me. 

Mi»ionof For this cause I have sent to you Timotheus, my 17 
wMTjjn’^to* beloved son, a faithful servant of the Lord, who shall 
dient faction put you in remembrance of inv ways in Christ, as I 

' teach everywhere in all the churches. Now some 18 
• have been filled with arrogance, supposing that I am 
not coming to you. But I shall be with yon shortly, 19 

a. « 

better with the context to take it as ment of the populace on the arena of 
referring to the preceding remarks of the amphitheatre, and forced to fight 
8t> Paul himself. ' . Witll wild teasls, or to slay one an- 

1 8f, Paul probably means 1 in the other as gladiators. These criminals 
oahae , «f your party-leaders ; ’ btft were’exbibited at the end of the spec- 
spefks With intentional indistinctness. - facie as an exciting termination to the 
s f Without us.’ p • entertainment (‘set forth last of all’). 

* Th«.connection If, ‘Cltedbt of -an So Tertullian paraphrases the passage 

Appstjp'is no kthglv lot.’, ‘ Nos Deus Apostoloe noviesimoe elegit 

* Eherally, bfCOnse !, Jiate been tielut bestiarioe.’ 

made'9 -theatrical epe&ade. ©oblpare f The. guardian time who led the 
iiett_ y. 38. Th4 spectacle to.*wmch child to. school. The word is the 
8tPaOlj»ire alh.--v wu commoii'bt .same Ja in Gal. in. 24. See the note 
those timaft Criminals condemned to there,--' ' 
death wer#* exhibited for the amuse- * ' V* 
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if the Lord will; and then I shall learn, not the word 

20 of these boasters, but their might. For mighty deeds, 
not empty words, are the tokens of God’s kingdom. 

21 What is your desire ? Must I come to you with the 
rod, or in love and the spirit of meekness ? 

1 It is reported that there is fornication generally 1 fJJfiSStLSl* 
among you, and such fornication, as is not known 2 

even among the Heathen, so that one among you has 

2 his father’s wife. And you forsooth have been pulled 
up when you should have mourned, that the doer of 
this deed might be put away from the midst of you. 

3 For me—being present with you in spirit, although 
absent in body,—I have already passed sentence, as 
though present," on him who has done this thing ; 

4 [and I decree] in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you convene an assembly, and when you, and 
my spirit with you, are gathered together, with the 

5 power of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you deliver 
over to Satan 3 the man who has thus sinned, for the 
destruction of his fleshly lusts, that his spirit may bo 

6 saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. Unseemly is 
your boasting; know ye not that ‘ a little leaven 

7 leaveneth the whole lump?’ 4 Cast out therefore 
the old leaven, that you may be an untainted mass, 
even as now 5 you are without taint of leaven; for 


1 The adverb seems most naturally 
joined with ‘ among you,’ but it may 
be taken with * reported ’ in the sense 
of ‘ universally ; ’ so Prof. Stanley, 
‘ There is nothing heard of except this.’ 

1 The * is named ’ of T. R. is omitted 
by the best MSS. ; ‘ is heard of,’ or 
something equivalent, must be supplied. 

3 This expression appears used ns 
equivalent to casting out of the Church: 
cf. 1 Tim. i. 20. From the following 
words there seems also ,a reference to 
the doctrine that Satan is the author 
of bodily disease. Compare 2 Cor. 
xii. 7. 

^ The same proverb is quoted Gal. 

6 In spjte of the opinion of some 
eminent gqodero commentators, which 
is countenanced by Chrysostom, we 
must adhere to the interpretation which 
considers these words as written at the 
Paschal season, and suggested by it. 
The words leaven, lump, Paschal Lamb, 
and feast all agree most naturally widt 
this view. It has been objected, that 
St. Paul would not address the Co- 


rinthinns as engaged in a feast which 
lie, at Ephesus, was celebrating; because 
it would be over before his letter could 
reach them. Any one who has ever 
written a birthday letter to a friend in 
India will see the weakness of this 
objection. It has also been urged that 
he would not address a mixed church 
of Jews and Gentiles as engaged in the 
celebration of a Jewish f, asp Those' 
who urge this objection must Wye tier- 
gotten that St. Paul addresses tneGalff- 
tians (undoubtedly a mixed church) as 
if they had all been formerly idolaters 
(Gal. iv. 8); and addresses the Romans, 
sometimes as if they were all Jews 
(Rom. vii. l\ sometimes as if they were 
Gentiles (Bom. xi. 18). IC we take 
‘ qs ye are unleaveped ’ in a metaphorical 
sense, it is scarcely consistent with the 
previous ‘east out the old leayen;’ for 
the passage would then amount to 
saying, ‘ Be free from leaved (meta¬ 
phorically pus you are free from leaven 
^metaphorically); ’ whereas, on the 
«ther viow r St. Paul artySy. ‘ Be free 
frofit leave# (metaphorically) as you 
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onr Paachal Lamb is Christ, who was slain for L 
therefore let us keep the feast, not with the 0 Idv , 
leaTen, nor the leaven of vice and wickedness, but, 
with the unleavened bread of parity and truth. ’ 

SSflliom I enjoined you in my letter 1 to keep no company 9 
be excluded**' with fornicators : not that you should utterly forego 10 
all intercourse with the men of this world who may 
be fornicators, or lascivious, or extortioners, or idola¬ 
ters ; for so you would need to go utterly out of the 
world. But 3 my meaning was, that you should keep u 
no company with any man who, bearing the name of 
a Brother, is either a fornicator, or a wanton, 3 or an 
idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, op an extortioner; 
with such a man, I say, you must not so much as eat. 

For what need have I to jadge those also that are 1? 


from the 
Church. 


are free from leaven (literally).’ There 
seems no difficulty in supposing that 
the Gentile Christians joined with the 
Jewish Christians in celebrating the 
Paschal feast after the Jewish manner, 
at least to the extent of abstaining 
from leaven in the love-feasts. And 
we see that St. Paul still observed the 
‘days of unleavened bread’ at this 
period of his life, from Acts xx. 6. 
Also, from what follows, we perceive 
how naturally this greatest of Jewish 
feasts changed into the greatest of 
Christian festivals. 

1 Literally, ‘ I wrote to you in the 
letter / viz. jtAe letter which 1 lust wrote , 
or the letter to which you refer in your 
questions f for they had probably men¬ 
tioned tjjqir perplexity about this di¬ 
rection, in if> So in 2 Cor. vii. 8 the 
preatoifetteX (1 Cor.) is referred to in 
phrase (T grieved you in the 
* Thereto t#o decisive reasons 
S$o«KjJ8t refer to a pre- 
$*!&,,the letter St. Paul 
(1*) No such 
direc®^®M«fo^ner-corapany with 
foriticatdre* what has gone 

before. (2i)'$?»$fPaul Kad meant to 
say 1 1 hate fust written,’ Tie could not 
have added the words ’>j& the letter/ 
which would have beetfjjfhen worse 
than superfluous. Prof. Stanley (who 
has recently supported the view here- 
opposed) urges that the aorist might 
.be used, of the present epistle ns at 
1 Cor. ix. 15, which irpbgrioi^ly 
He also urges that ‘the le%r’ may 
sometimes, refer to the / 

which may^also be admitwW^lses 
where the letter is reffllfed ta*ds a 


whole in its postscript; e.g. ‘ / Tertius, 
who wrote the letter ’ (Rom. xvi. 22). 
‘ I charge you that the letter be read' 
(1 Thess. v. 27). ‘ When the letter 

has been read among you , cause it to 
be read at Lao dicta ’ (Col. iv. 16). 
Hut none of these instances gives any 
support to the view that a writer could 
refer to his own words, just uttered, by 
such a phrase as ‘ I wrote to you in 
the letter.’ We arc forced, therefore, 
to conclude that, these words refer to 
a preceding letter, which lias not been 
preserved. And this view receives a 
strong continuation from the words of 
St.Paul’sCorinthian opponents (spoken 
before 2 Cor. was written): ‘ his let¬ 
ters are weighty,’ &c. (2 Cor. x. 10). 

2 The conjunction here seems not to 
be a particle of time, but of connection. 

3 The Creek word has the meaning 
of a concupiscent man in sojne pas¬ 
sages of St. Paul’s writings. Comjiasu 
Eph, v. 5 (where it is coupled wjth 
unchan). So the corresponding sub- 
sUntK'J^ in S\ Paul, almost invariably 
means lasciviousness. See Eph. iv. 19, 
V. 3 (and the note), and CoL iii. 5. 
The only places where the word is used 
by St. Paul in the sense covetousness 
are 2 Cor. ix. 5, and 1 Thess. ii. 5, in 
the latter of which passage* the other 
meaning would not l#'Inadmissible. 
Howl the word contract***^ Pauline 
meaniug may be inferred from the 
similar use of concupiscence in English. 

t Sixce fhe above was first published, 
’ref. Stanley and Prof. Jowett have 
twfttf expressed their concurrence in 
this rendering of the word; see note 
on Eph. v. 3. J 
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without ? Ii it not your part to judge those that 

v. is are within P But those without are for God’s judg¬ 

ment. ‘ .front smongrit jjourfielfoesJ jje tfljan taSt out the 
ebrtone.’* 

vi. i Can there be any of you who dare to bring their i.utastton t*-* 

private differences into the courts of law, before the 
wicked, md not rather bring them before the sain tsF* iX'fiJ.jffr'i 1 ' 

2 Know ye not that the saints shall judge the world ? its existence 
and if the world is subjected to your judgment, are evu. ,iroof ° f 

3 you unfit to decide the most trifling matters ? Know 
ye not that we shall judge angels ? how much more 

4 the affairs of this life V If, therefore, you have 
disputes to settle which concern the affairs of this 
life, give the arbitration of them to the very least 

5 esteemed in your Church. I speak to your shame. 

Can it be that amongst you there is not so much as 
one man wise enough to arbitrate between his 

6 brethren, but must brother go to law with brother, 

7 and that in the courts of the unbelievers ? Nay, 
farther, you are in fault, throughout, in having such 
disputes at all. Why do you not rather submit to 
wrong ? Why not rather suffer yourselves to be 

8defrauded ? Nay, you are yourselves wronging and 

9 defrauding, and that your brethren. Know ye not NMmmo- 
that wrong-doers shall not inherit the kingdom 

God ? Be not deceived—neither fornicators, nor wuty- 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor self-defilers, nor sodom- 

10 ites, nor robbers, nor wantons, 3 nor drunkards, nor • 
railers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of . •> 

11 God. And such were some of you; but you have . 
washed away your stains, 4 —you have been hallowed, 

you have been justified, in the name of the J*ord ' ' Z, 

Jesus, and in the Spirit of our God . 5 . 'XtCK - J 

a ,* ^* ' 

1 Deut. xxiv. 7 (LXX.). 

*.It should be remembered that the 
Gtfeek"and Roman law gave its sanction 
to the decision pronounced in a litigated 
case by arbitrators privately chosen; so 
that the.Christians might obtain a just 
decision of jheir mutual differences 
without v w s w n iiig to the Heathen tri¬ 
bunals. The Jews resident in foreign 
parts were accustomed to refer their 
disputes to Jewish arbitrators. Jose¬ 
phus (Ant. xiv. 10,17) gives a decree 
by which the Jews at Sardis were per¬ 
mitted to establish a 1 private court,’ 
for the purpose of deciding ‘ their mis¬ 


understandings wi&^guBf&otliiri’ 

3 PertOQsgfafnJocoiicupttctnce. See 
note on v. If. r ~ 

4 Observe fliat the VJreek verb is 
middle, nO^'-paxMvc, as in A. V..: cf. 
Acts xxiS.-Jd. If the aorist is here 
used in proper sense (of which wc 
call never ,bc sure in St. Paul), the 
reference is to the time of their iirst 
conversion, or baptism. 

x 3 The words may be paraphrased 
thus, (by your fellowship with the 
I.ord.Jesus, whose name you bear, and 
ip pSfs^dwelling of tlie^Spirit of our 
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defeimoMm- ‘All things are lawful for me .’ 1 ' Bul uut allvi.ij 
things are good for me. Though all things are in 
my power, they shall not bring me under their power. 

‘ Meat is for the belly, and the belly for meat,’ 13 
though God will soon put an end to both; but the 
body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and 
the Lord for the body ; 2 and as God raised the Lord 14 * 
from the grave, so He will raise us also by His 
mighty power. 3 Know ye not that your bodies are 15 
members of Christ’s body ? Shall I then take the 
members of Christ, and make them the members of 
an harlot ? God forbid. Know ye not, that he who 16 
joins himself to an harlot becomes one body with 
her P For it is said 4 tljejj ttoatn i \jittl he one flcOl).’ 1 
But he who joins himself to the Lord, becomes one 17 
spirit with Him. Flee fornication. The root of 18 
sin is not in the body,® [but in the soul] ; yet the 
fornicator sins against his own body. Know ye not 19 
that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit which 
dwells within you, which ye have received from 
God ? And you are not your own, for you were 20 
bought with a price. 6 Glorify God, therefore, not in 
your spirit only, but in your body also, since both 
are His. 7 


As to the questions which you have asked me in vii 

death, and which is closely connected 
with our moral well-being. And it is 
a fact no less certain than mysterious, 
that moral and spiritual ruin is caused 
by such sins, which' human wisdom 
(when untaught by Revelation) held to 
be actions as blameless as eating and 
drinking. 

4 Gen. ii. 24 (LXX.), quoted by our 
Lord, Matt. xix. 5. 

5 Literally, ‘every tin which a man 
commits it without (external to) the 
body.’ The Corinthian freethinkers 
probably used this argument also; and 
perhaps availed themselves of oar 
Lord’s words, Mark vii. 18: * Do ye 
not perceive that whatsoever thing from 
without entereth into the man, it cannot 
defile him, because it entyeth not into 
hit heart,' be. (See the whole -pas- 

8a ^ 'Hie price is the blood of Christ. 
Compare Acts xx. 28, and Col. i. 14. 

7 .The latter part of this verse, though 
not in the best MSS., yet is implied in 
the sense. * 


Answers to 
questions con* 

1 . See the explanation of this in 
Chap. XIII. 5 and compare (for the 
true side - of the phrase) Gsl. v. 23, 
.‘Against such there is no law.’ Pro¬ 
bably St. Paul had used the very words 
'All tarings ate lawful for me’in this 
true‘sense, add; the immoral party at 
Corinth had caught them up, and used 
t^Jjjrn at their watchword. It is also 
mrdhafeteiBaV this.’ fhet was mentioned 
M ’ule-IcUef] wWch St. Paul had just 
received-jWom Chriath; (1 Cor. vii. 1 ). 
Also see jeHap.Yffi._l below. From 
what followa. It is 'Svidant that these 
Corinthian ftMihiftkers argued that the 
existence of bodily appetites proved the 
lawfulnett of their gratification. 

* The body is for the Lorg Jesus, to 
be consecrated by His indwelling to 
His service; and the Lord “Jesus is for 
the" body, to consecrate it by dwelling 
therein in the person of His Spirit. ■ 

1 St. Paul’s argument here is, that 
sins of nnehastity, though bodily acts, 
yet injuse a part of our natujgjjSfom- 
pare the phrate ■ spiritual bodj^'-lgfrr. 
xv. 44) which will not be cfcatroyed by 
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, 2 your letter, this; is my answer. It is good, for a man 

to remain unmarried. Nevertheless, to avoid fomi- ^[ 3 va¬ 
cation , 1 let every man have his own wife, and every ““ {££?*“ 

3 woman her own husband. Let the husband live in 
the intercourse of affection with his wife, and like- 

4 wise the wife with her husband. The wife has not 
dominion over her own body, but the husband; and 
so also the husband has not dominion over his own 

6 body, but the wife. Do not separate one from the 
other, unless it be with mutual consent for a time, 
that you may give yourselves without disturbance 2 
to prayer, and tLen return to one another, lest, 
through your ^fleshly passions, Satan should tempt 

6 you to sin. Yet this 1 say by way of permission, not 

7 of command. Nevertheless I would that all men 
were as I myself am ; but men lmve different gifts 

8 from God, one this, another that. But to the un¬ 
married and to the widows, I say that it would be . 
good for them if they should remain in the state 

9 wherein I myself also am ; yet if they are incontinent, 
let them marry ; for it is better to marry than to 

10 burn. To the married, not I, but the Lord gives 
commandment , 3 that the wife part not from her 

11 husband; (but if she be already parted, let her 
remain single, or else be reconciled with him;) and 
also that the husband put not away his wife. 

12 But to the rest, speak I, not the Lord. If any 
Brother be married to an unbelieving wife let him 
not put her away, if she be content to live with him; 

13 neither let a believing wife put away an unbelieving 

14 husband who is willing to live with her; for the un¬ 
believing husband is hallowed by union with his 
believing wife, and the unbelieving wife by union 
with her believing husband ; for otherwise vour 
children would be unclean , 4 but now they are holy. 

15 But if the unbelieving husband or wife seeks for 
separation, let them be separated : for in such cases 

1 The plural in the Greek perhaps mitteth adultery against her. And if 
means (as Prof. Stanley takes it) ‘ be- a woman shall put away her husband, 
cause of the general prevalence of fomi- and be married to another, she com- 
cation with special reference to the mitteth adultery. 
profligacy of Corinth, where every un- * The term means literally * un¬ 
married person would be liable to ape- clean,' and is used in its Jewish sense, 
cial temptation. to denote that which is beyond the 

* ‘ Fasting* is an interpolation, not hallowed pate of God's people; the an- 
found in the best MSS. tithesis to ‘ holy,’ which was applied 

‘ This commandment is recorded to all within the consecrated limits. On 
Mark x. 11,12: Whosoever shall put the inflrences from this verse. With re- 
aseay hie wife, and marry another, com- spfect to infant baptism, see Chap. XIII 
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* the believing husband or wife is not bound to remain 

under the yoke. But the call whereby God has 
called 1 us, is a call of peace. 2 For thou who art the v ii. j 6 
wife of an unbeliever, how knowest thou whether 
thou mayest save thy husband F or thou who art the 
husband,- whether thou mayest save thy wife ? 
thSuwcon-’ Only 3 let each man walk in the same path which 17 
notauittlmt Ood allotted to him, wherein the Lord has called 
wherein they him. This rule I give in all the churches. Thus, is 
eoiiyerSiOT. 1 ' ^ an y man > w h ei1 he “was called, 4 * bore the mark of 
circumcision, let him not. efface it; if any man was 
uncircumcised at the time of his calling, let him not 
receive circumcision. Circumcision is nothing, and 19 
uncircumcision is nothing ; but obedience to the 
commands of God. Let each abide in the condition 20 
vdserein he was called. Wast thou in slavery at the 21 
tone-of thy calling P Care not for it. Nay, though 
thou have power to gain thy freedom, 6 rather make 
use of thy condition. For th'e slave who has been 22 
called in the Lord is the Lord’s freedman; and so 
also, the freeman who has been called, is Christ’s 
slave. He has bought you all ; 6 beware lest you 23 
make yourselves the slaves of man. 7 Brethren, in 24 
the state wherein he was called, let each abide with 
God. 

Amwer to Concerning your virgin daughters 8 I have no 25 


1 This verb, in St. Paul’s writings, 
means ‘ to call into fellowship with 
Christ; ’ ‘ to call from the unbelieving 
World into the Church.’ 

* The inference is, ‘ therefore the 
profession of Christianity ought not to 
lead the believer to quarrel with the 
unbelieving members of his family.’ 

3 Literally, only, as God allotted to 
each, as thef j ord has called each, so let 
him walk. 

* The past tense is mistranslated 
‘ is called ’ in A. V. throughout this 
chapter. 

3 The Greek here is ambiguous, and 
might be so rendered as to give di¬ 
rectly opposite precepts; but the ver¬ 
sion given in the text (which is that 
advocated by Chrysostom, Meyer, and 
De Wette) agrees best with the order 
of the Greek words, and also with the 
context. We must remember, with 
regard to this and other precepts here 

given, that they were given under the 

immediate anticipation of our Lord’s 

coming. 


8 There is a change here in the 
Greek from singular to plural. For 
the ‘ price ’ see chap. vi. 20. 

7 Alluding to their servile adhe¬ 
rence to party leaders. Compare 2 
Cor. xi. 20. 

8 We cannot help remarking, that 
the manner in which a recent infidel 
writer has spoken of this passage, is 
one of the most striking proofs liosf 
far a candid apd acute mind may be 
warped by a strong bias. In this case 
the desire of the writer is to disparage 
the moral teaching of Christianityj 
and he brings forward this paasagetd 

rove liis case, and blames St. Paul 

eeause he assumes these Corinthian 
daughters to be disposable in mar¬ 
riage at the will of their father; as if 
any other assumption had^bweu pos¬ 
sible, in the case of Greek Hr Jewish 
daughters in that age. \\VjtcuUst sup¬ 
pose that this writer wd^JtpVptt-the 
same grounds) require a 'mttpnr mis¬ 
sionary to Persia to preach theabsolute 
incompatibility of despotic government 
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command from, the Lord, but I give my judgment, ^ 

as one who hae been moved by the Lord’s mercy 1 , n 

i. 28 to be faithful. I think, then, that if is good, by 
reason of the present* necessity, for all to be un- 

S7 married . 3 Art thou bound to a wife ? seek not 

28 separation; art thou free ? seek not marriage; yet 
if thou marry, thou sinnest not . 4 And if your virgin 
daughters marry, they sin not; but the married will 
have sorrows in the flesh, and these I would spare 

29 you . 8 But this I say, brethren, the time is short ; 6 
that h®nceforth both they that have wives be as 

30 though they had none.; and they that weep as 
though they wept not, and they that rejoice as 
though they rejoiced not, and they that buy as 

31 though they possessed, not, and they that use this 
world as not abusing 7 it; for the’outward shoWpf 

32 this world is passing away . 8 But I would have you 
free from earthly care. The cares of the unmarried 
man are fixed upon the Lord, and he strives to 

33 please the Lord. But the cares of the husband are 
fixed upon worldly things, striving to please his 

34 wife. The wife also has this difference IJ from the 
virgin; the cares of the virgin are fixed upon the 
Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in 
spirit; but the cares of the wife are fixed upon 
worldly things, striving to please her husband. 

33 Now this I say for your own profit; not that I may 


with sound morality. A similar vj- 
.noratio elmejd runs through all his re- 
*marka upon this chapter. 

1 Compare * I obtained mercy,’ 1 
Tim. i. 18. 

9 The participle here can only mean 
present. See the note on 2 Thess. ii. 2. 
The word was mistranslated in this 
passage in the first edition. 

3 ‘ So,’ namely ‘ as virgins.’ 

} Literally, though thou ahalt have 
married, thou hast not tinned-, the 
aorist used for the perfect, as con¬ 
stantly by St. Paul. 

8 I is emphatic, 1 , if you followed 
advice; also observe the present, 
am sparing you [by this advice],’ 
or, in other words, 1 1 would spare you.’ 

• We adopt Laehmann’s reading. 
* The object of this' contraction of 
your earthly life is, that you may 
henceforth set your affections on things 
above.’ 

7 Literally, the verb appears to 


mean to use up, as distinguished from 
to use. Compare ix. 18. It thus ae- 
quired the sense of to abuse, in which 
it is sometimes employed by Demo¬ 
sthenes and by the grammarians. 

8 Literally," ‘ passing by,’ flitting 
past, like the shadows in Plato’s 
Cavern (Repub. vii. 1), or the figures 
in some moving phantasmagoria. 

9 The reading of Lachmann makes 
a considerable difference in the trans¬ 
lation, which would thus run: ‘ The 
husband strives to please his wife , and 
is divided [in mind]. Both the un¬ 
married wife [i.e. the widow'] and the 
virgin care for the things of the Lord,’ 
4c. This reading gives a more natural 
sense to ‘divided’ (cf. i. 13, so Stan¬ 
ley) ; but on the other band, the use 
of ‘ unmarried wife ’ for widow Is un¬ 
precedented ; and in this very chapter 
(verse 8) the word widows is opposed 
to unmarried. 
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entangle you in a snare; but that I may help yon. to 
serve the Lord with a seemly and undivided service. 

But if any man think that he is treating his virtpn vii. 39 
daughter in an unseemly manner, by leaving her un¬ 
married beyond the flower of her age, and if need, Jo • 
require, let him act according to his will; he ms$$o 
so without sin; let them 1 marry. But he who is tirjfitiil ' 
in his resolve, and is not constrained to mtury bis 
daughter, but has the power of carrying out 3*18 will, 
and has determined to keep her unmarried, does wejl. 
Thus he who gives his daughter in marriage dqWwell, ss 
but he who gives her not in marriage does better. 
widow 0 .* 6 ° f The wife is bound by the law of wedlock so long 39 
as her husband lives; but after his death she is free 
to marry whom she will, pnovided that she choose 
one of the brethrefi 2 in the Lord. Yet she is happier 40 
if she remain a widow, in my judgment; and I think • 
that I, no less 3 than others, have the Spirit of God. 

qu"‘.tion.t"on- meata which have been sacrificed toviii. 

offered*t<r eotl id°ls, we know—(for ‘we all have knowledge ;’ 4 
idol.. but knowledge puffs up, while love builds. If any 2 
man prides himself on his knowledge, he knows 
nothing yet as he ought to know ; but whosoever 3 
loves God, of him God hath knowledge 5 )—as to 4 
eating the meats sacrificed to idols, we know (I say) 
that an idol has no true being, and that there is no 
other God but one. For though there be some who 5 
are called gods, either celestial or terrestrial, and 
though men worship many gods and many lords, yet 6 
to us there is but one God, the Father, from whom 
are all things, and we for Him ; and one Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom are all things, and we by Him . 6 
But ‘ all ’ have not this ‘ knowledge ; ’ on the con- 7 
trary, there are some who still have a conscientious' 

1 ‘ Them,’ viz. the daughter and the that these words ‘ We all have know- 
suitor. ledge,’ are quoted from that letter. 

1 Literally, provided it be in the 6 That is, God acknowledge* him'. 

Lord. compare Gal. iv. 9. 

9 The ‘ also ’ in * I also ’ has this 6 That is, by whom the life of all 
meaning. thing*, and our life alio, i* originated 

4 It la necessary, for the under- and nutained. So Col. i. 16: * By 
standing of this Epistle, that we should Him and for Him were all created, 
remember that it is an answer to a and in Him all things subsist; ’ where 
letter received ftom the Corinthian it should be remarked that the ‘for 

Church (I Cor. vii. 1), and therefore Him’ is predicated of the Son, as in 
constantly alludes to topics in that the present passage of the Father, 
letter. It seems probable, from the Both passages show how fttlly St. Paul 

way in which they are introduced, taught the doctrine of rite Asyoe. 
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fear of the idol, and think the meat an idolatrous * 

sacrifice, so that, if they eat it, their conscience being 
ii. 8 wetJ^is defiled. Now our food cannot change our 
ptajCiit God’s sight; with Him we gain nothing by 

geftnhg, nor lose by not eating. But beware lest, 

. pel'OjMinco, this exercise of your rights 1 should be- 

10 Ott^e. a stumbling-block to the weak. For if one of 
them see^thee, who boastest of thy knowledge , 2 feast¬ 
ing in anddol’s temple, will not he be encouraged to 
eat ihedsteat offered in sacrifice,* notwithstanding the 

11 weakp«B of his conscience ? 3 And thus, through thy 
knowledge, will thy weak brother perish, for whom 

12 Christ died. Nay, when you sin thus against your 
brethren, and wound their weak conscience, you sin 

13 against Christ. Wherefore, if my food cast a stum¬ 
bling-block in my brother’s path, I will eat no flesh 
while the world stands, lest thereby I cause my bro¬ 
ther’s fall . 4 

ix. 1 Is it denied that I am an apostle ? Is it denied ne,in<iir«u. 
that I am free from man’s authority ? 6 Is it denied thel^tX 
that I have seen Jesus® our Lord ? Is it denied ffifuuSiini 
that you are the fruits of my labour in the Lord ? *«d“x , i?uin< 

2 If to others I am no apostle, yet at least I am such iionolr","™' 
to you ; for you are yourselves the seal which stamps toUcJtfrP*' 

3 the reality of my apostleship, in the Lord ; this is Ieie *' 
my answer to those who question my authority. 

i 4 Do they deny my right to be maintained 7 [by my 

6 converts] F Do they deny my right to carry a 
believing wife with me on my journeys, like the rest 
of the apostles, and the brothers of the Lord , 8 and 


1 ‘Thi* liberty of yours.’ Observe 
again the reference to' the language of 
the self-styled Pauline party at Co¬ 
rinth. Compare ‘ all things are lawful 
for me’ (vi. 12). The ^decrees of the 
‘Council of Jerusalem’ might seem 
to have a direct bearing on the ques¬ 
tion discussed by St. Paul in this pas¬ 
sage ; but he does not refer to them as 
deciding the points in dispute, either 
here or elsewhere. Probably the rea¬ 
son of this is, that the decrees were 
meant only to be of temporary ap¬ 
plication j and in their terms ’ they 
applied originally only to the churches 
of Syria and Cilicia (see Acts xv. 28; 
also Chap. VII.). 

. * literally, the po**e*mr of know- 
tedge ; in allusion to the previous ‘ We 
all have knowledge.’ 


3 Literally, will not the conscience of 
him , though he t$ weak , be, &c. 

* The whole of this eighth chapter 
is parallel to Rom. xiv. 

* ‘ Free.’ Compare verse 19 and 
Gal. i. 1, ‘ an Apostle not of men.’ 

* ‘ Christ ’ here is omitted by the 
best MSS. 

7 This was a point much insisted on 
by the Judaisers (see 2 Cor. xii. 18- 
16). They argued that St. Paul, by 
not avafling himself of this undoubted, 
apostolic rikht, betrayed his own con¬ 
sciousness tnat he was no true Apostle. 

8 ‘The brothers of the Lord.’ It 
is a very doubtful question whether 
these were the eons of our Lord’s 
mother’s sister, viz. the Apostles James 
and Judas, the sons of Alphsua (Luke 
vi. 15, 16) (for cousins were called 
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Cephas P Or do they think that I and Barnabas«. e 
alone have no right to be maintained, except by the 
labour of onr own bands ? What soldier' ever serves 
at his private cost ? What husbandman plants a 7 
vineyard without sharing in its fruit P What shep¬ 
herd tends a flock without partaking of their milk ? , 
Say I this on Man’s judgment only, or says not the s ' 
Law the same ? Yea, in the Law of Moses it is 
written ‘ SCfjnu jSfjalt not mujjle fl)e ut that trrattetl) out 9 
the rent.’ 9 Is it for oxen that God is caring, or 10 
speaks he altogether for our sake P For Oiir sake, 
doubtless, it was written ; because the ploughman 
ought to plough, and the thresher to thresh, with 
hope to share in the produce of his toil. If I have 11 
sown for you the seed of, spiritual gifts, would it 
be much if I were to reap some harvest from your 
carnal gifts ? If others share this right over you, 12 
how much more should I ? Yet I have not used 
my right, but forego every claim , 3 lest I should 
by any means hinder the course of Christ’s Glad- 
tidings. Know ye not that they 4 who perform the 1? 
service of the temple, live upon the revenues of the 
temple, and they who minister at the altar share with 
it in the sacrifices ? So also the Lord commanded® 1. 
those who publish the Glad-tidings to be maintained 
thereby. But I have not exercised any of these 1. 
rights, nor do I write 6 this that it may be practised 
in my own case. For I had rather die than suffer 
any man to make void my boasting. For, although 1 
I proclaim the Glad-tidings, yet this gives me no 
ground of boasting ; for I am compelled to do so 
by order of my 7 master. Yea, woe is me if I pro¬ 
claim it not. For were my service of my own free 1 
choice, I might claim wages to reward my labour; 
but since I serve by compulsion, I am a slave en- 


brothers'), or whether they were sons 5 (Matt. x. 9, 10.) Provide neither 
of Joseph by a former marriage, or gold nor silver nor brass in your purses, 
actually sons of the mother of our nor scrip for your journey, neither tsvo 
Jjjrd. coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for 

1 He means to say that, to have the workman is worthy of his meat. 
this right of maintenance, a man need 6 The aorist is the epistolary tense, 
be no Apostle. There is considerable difference of read- 

* Deut. xxv. 4 (LXX.)f quoted also ing in this verse, but not materially 

1 Tim. v. 18. affecting the sense. 

* The proper meaning of the verb' 7 * Necessity ’ here is the compulsion 

used hereis to hold out against, as a exercised by a master over a slave. In 
fortress against assault, or ioe against calling his service compulsory, St. Paul 
sunerincumbent weight. Compare xlii. refers to the miraculous character O' 
7T*nA 1 Thess. Hi. 1. his conversion. 

* Ki.mhers vii. and Deut. xviil. 
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trusted with ft stewardship. 1 * What then is my 
x. 18 wage ? It js to make the Glad-tidings free of cost 
where I oarTy it, that I may forego my right as an 

19 Evangelist.® Therefore, although free from the 
authority of all men, I made myself the slave of all 
( 20 that I might gain 3 the most. To the Jews I became 
as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to those 
under the law as though I were under the law (not 
that I was myself subject to the law ), 4 5 * that I might 

21 gain those under the law ; to those without the law® 
as one without the law (not that I was without law 
before God, but under the law of Christ), that I 

22 might gain those who were without the law. To 
the weak, I became weak, that I might gain the 
weak. I am become alj things to all men, that by 

23 all means I might save some. And «this I do for the 
sake of the Glad-tidings, that I myself may share 

24 therein with those who hear me. Know ye not that 
in the races of the stadium, though all run, yet but 
one can win the prize ?— (so run that you may win) 

26 —and every man who strives in the matches, trains 
himself by all manner of self-restraint . 0 Yet they 
do it to win a fading crown, 7 —we, a crown that 

26 cannot fade. I, therefore, run not like the racer 
who is uncertain of his goal; I fight, not as the 

27 pugilist who strikes out against the air; * but I 
bruise 9 my body and force it into bondage; lest, 
perchance, having called others to the contest , 10 I 
should myself fail shamefully of the prize. 


1 This ‘ stewardship ’ consisted in 
dispensing his master’s goods to his 
fellow-slaves. See iv. 1, 2. 

* Literally, that I may not fully 
use. See note on vii. 81. The per- 
pl exity which commentators ha ve found 
in this passage is partly ^lue to the con¬ 
struction of the Greek, but principally 
to the oxymoron; St. Paul virtually 
says that hit wage it the refusal of 
wages. The passage may be literally 
rendered, * It is, that 1 should, while 
Evangelising, make the Evangel free 
of cost, that I may not fully use my 
right as an Evangelist.’ 

3 ‘Gain’ alludes to ‘wage.’ The 
souls whom he gained were his wage. 

4 The best MSS. here insert a clause 
which is not in the Textus lleceptus. 

5 Por ‘ without law ’ in the sense of 

‘heathen,’ compare Rom. ii. 12. 

• For a description of the severe 


training required, see notes at the be¬ 
ginning of Chap. XX. 

7 This was the crown made of the 
leaves of the pine, groves of which 
surrounded the Isthmian Stadium: 
the same tree still grows plentifully 
on the Isthmus of Corinth. It was 
the prize of the great Isthmian games. 
Throughout the passage St. Paul 
alludes to these contests, which were 
so dear to the pride and patriotism of 
the Corinthians. Compare also 2 Tim. 
ii. 5. And see the beginning of Chap. 
XX. on the same subject. 

8 Literally, / run as one not uncer¬ 
tain [of the* goal] i I fight at one not 
striking the air. 

» This is the literal meaning of the 
pugilistic term which the Apostle here 
employs. 

‘As a herald.’ See the seoond 
note on Chap. XX. 


BE 
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wfr**‘h'c For 1 I would not have you ignorant, brethren, x. 
«aiSlthnmo- that our forefathers all were guarded by&the cloud, 
ami%’« b o ! f'h'e &ud all passed safely through the sea. And all, in 2 
«.!ioa’?anSent f the cloud, and in the sea, were baptized unto Moses, 
pewu. And all of them alike ate the same spiritual food 53 
and all drank of the same spiritual stream ; for they 4 
drank from the spiritual rock which followed them ; 2 
hut that rock was Christ. Yet most, of them lost 5 


God’s favour, yea, they were struck down and 
perished in the wilderness. Now, these things were 6 
shadows of our own case, that we might learn not 
to lust after evil, as they lusted . 3 Nor be ye idola- 7 
ters, as were some of them ; as it is written,— 

* Cl)c people Sat baton to rat anti brink, anti r ait up to 
plan .’ 4 Neither let us commit fornication, as some 8 
of them committed, and fell in one day three and 
twenty thousand . 5 Neither let us try the long. 0 
suffering of Christ, as did some of them, who were 
destroyed by the serpents . 3 Nor murmur as some 10 
of them murmured, and were slain by the destroyer . 7 
Now all these things befell them as shadows of 11 
things to come ; and they were written for our 
warning, on whom the ends of the ages are come . 8 
AVherefore, let him who thinks that he stands firm, 12 
Deware lest he fall. No trial has come upon you 13 
beyond man’s power to bear ; and God is faithful to 
His promises, and will not suffer you to be tried 
beyond your strength, but will with every trial pro¬ 
vide the way of escape, that you may be able to 
sustain it. 


Thfrmu.'tre- Wherefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. I 14 
speak as to men ot understanding ; 9 use your own 15 


1 The reading of the best MSS. is 
‘ for.’ The connection with what pre¬ 
cedes is the possibility of failure even 
in those who had received the greatest 
advantages. 

9 St. Paul’s meaning is, that, under 
the allegorical representation of the 
Manna, the Water, and the Rock, are 
shadowed forth spiritual realities: for 
the Rock is Christ, the only source of 
living water ([John iv.), and the Manna 
also is Christ, the true bread from 
Heaven (John vi.). For the Rabbinical 
traditions about the rock, see Schott- 
gen ; and on the whole verse, see Prof. 
Stanley’s excellent note. 

* Viz. alter the flesh-pots of Egypt. 

* Kxod. xxxii. 6 (LXX.). 

a If umbers xxv. 9, where twenty- 


four thousand is the number given. See 
the Remarks in p. 149, n. 2, on the 
speech at Antioch, and also the note 
on Gal. iii. 17. 

6 Numbers xxi. 6 . 

7 See Numbers xvi. 41. The mur¬ 
muring of the Corinthians against the 
Apostle is compared to the murmuring 
of Korah against Moses. 

8 The coming of Christ was ‘the 
end of the ages,’ ie. the commence¬ 
ment of a new period of the world’s 
existence. So nearly the same phrase 
is used Heb. ix. 26. A similar expres¬ 
sion occurs five times in St. Matthew, 
signifying Me coming of Chriet to 
jtidgment, 

9 ‘Wise men,’ the character pecu¬ 
liarly affected by the Corinthians. The 



xv.] First Epistle to the Corinthians. 

16 judgment upon is**} words. When we drink the cnp 1 1 J^>; wllh 
of blessing^Whicn we bless, are we not all partakers 
in the blobd of Christ ? When we break the bread, 
are we not all partakers in the body of Christ ? 1 
7 For as the bread is one, so we, the many, are one 
■ is body; for of that. one.bread we all partake. If you 
look to the carnal Israel, do you not see that those 
who eat of the sacrifices are in partnership with tho 

19 altar? What would I say thep. ? that an idol has 
any real being ? or that meat offered to an idol is 

20 really changed thereby ? Not so; but I say, that 
when the heathen offer their sacrifices, ‘ they Sarrifire 
to henioiijf, aub not to < 8 otr; ’ 2 and I would not have 

21 you become partners 3 with the demons. You cannot 
drink the cup of the Lorcl, and the cup of demons; 
you cannot eat at the table of the Lord, and at tho 

22 table of demons. Would we provoke the Lord to 
jealousy ? Are we stronger than He ? 

23 ‘All things are lawful ,’ 4 but not all things are They mum 
expedient; ‘all things are lawful,’ but not all things 

24 build up the church. Let no man seek his own, but «>«. rnii«.-r 

25 every man his neighbour’s good. Whatever is sold in tile eonwi-^ 
the market, you may eat, nor need you ask for con- raictu 

26 science sake whence it came: ‘Jfnr tfje earth td tfje‘W‘ 5 ™ 

2 7 tt orb’d, aitb the fulitedd th ereof. ’ 8 And if any unbeliever 
invites you to a feast, and you are disposed to go, 

, eat of all that is set before you, asking no questions 
*28 for conscience sake; but if any one should say to you, 

‘ This has been offered to an idol,’ eat not of that dish, 
for the sake of him who pointed it out, and for the 

29 sake of conscience . 6 Thy neighbour’s conscience, I say, 
not thine own; for [thou mayest truly say] ‘ why is 
my freedom condemned by the conscience of another ? 

30 and if I thankfully partake, why am I called a sinner 
for that which I eatnvith thanksgiving ? ’ 7 


word is perhaps used -with a mixture 
of irony, as at 1 Cor. iv. 10, and 2 
Cor. xi. 19. 

1 Literally, The cup of bleteing which 
ice bleu, it it not a common participa¬ 
tion in Ore blood of Chrietf The bread 
ichich we break, it it not a common 
% participation in the body of Chrittt 
■ * Deut, xxxii. 17: * They sacrificed 

to demons, not to God.’ (LXX.) 

* This is addressed to those who were 
in the habit of accepting invitations to 
feasts celebrated in the temples of the 
heathen gods, ‘ sitting in the idol’s 


temple' (viii. 10). These feasts were, 
in fact, acts of idolatrous worship ; the 
wine was poured in libation to the gods 
the cup of demons,’ ver. 21 ), and tho 
feast was given in honour of the gods. 

4 See vi. 12.and note. 
s Psalm xjRv. 1 (LXX.). 

6 The repeated quotation is omitted 
in the best MSS. 

7 Compare Rom. xiv. 10: ‘ Let not 
your good be evil spoken of.’ Here 
again the hypothesis that St. Panl is 
quoting from the letter of the Corin¬ 
thians removes all difficulty. 
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Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or what- x. 3] 
soever you do, do all for the glory of God . 1 Give no 32 
cause of stumbling, either to Jews or Gentiles, or to 
the Churoh of God. For so I also strive to please 33 
all men in all things, not seeking my own good, but 
the good of all , 2 that they may be saved. I beseech , 
you follow my example, as I follow the example of 
Christ. 

theJuItomof * P raise y°u. brethren, that 3 ‘you are always2 
Sim- mindful of my teaching, and keep unchanged the 
««M. r rules which I delivered to you.’ But I would have s 
St? 10 wor ~ y° u know that Christ is the head of every man, and 
the man is the head of the woman, as God is the 
head of Christ. If a man should pray or prophesy 4 
in the congregation with ‘a veil over his head, he 
would bring shame upon his head 4 [by wearing the 
..token of subjection]. But if a woman prays or pro-5 
phesies with her head unveiled, she brings shame 
upon her head, as much as she that is shaven. Ie 
say, if she cast off her veil, let her shave her head at 
once ; but if it is shameful for a woman to be shorn 
or shaven, let her keep a veil upon her head.* For a 7 
man ought not to veil his head, since he is the likeness 
of God, and the manifestation of God’s glory. But 
the woman’s part is to manifest her husband’s glory. 

For the man was not made from the woman, but the 8 
woman from the man. Nor was the man created 9 
for the sake of the woman, but the woman for the ’ 
sake of the roan. Therefore, the woman ought to 10 
wear a sign 6 of subjection upon her head, because of 
the angels . 7 Nevertheless, in their fellowship with 11 


1 i.e. that the glory of God may be 
manifested to men. 

* The phrase denotes not many, but 
the nuiny, the whole mass of mankind. 

3 This statement was probably made 
in the letter sent by the Corinthian 
Church to St. Paul. 

4 It appears from this passage, that 
the TalUth which the Jews put over 
their heads when they enter their 
synagogues (see p. 137) was in the 
apostoUc age removed by them when 
they officiated in the public wor¬ 
ship. Otherwise St. Paul could not, 
while writing to a church containing so 
many bom Jews as the Corinthian, 
assume it as evidently disgraceful to 
a man to officiate in the congregation 
with veiled head. It is true that the 
Greek practice was to keep the head 


uncovered at their religious rites (as 
Grotius and Wetstein have remarked), 
but thi< custom would not have affected 
the Corinthian synagogue, nor have 
influenced the feelings of its members. 

5 For the character of this veil (or 
hood), see Canon Stanley’s note in 
loco. 

9 The word is often used for the do¬ 
minion exercised by those in lawful 
authority over their subordinates (see 
Luke vil. 8). Here it is used to signify 
the sign of that dominion. 

, 7 The meaning of this very difficult 
expression seems to be as follows:— 
The angels are sent as ministering 
servants to attend upon Christians, and 
are especially present when the church 
assembles for public worship: and they 
would be offended by any violation of 
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the Lord, man and woman may not be separated the 
n. 12 one from the other.* For as woman was made from 
man, so is man also borne by woman ; and all things 

13 spring from God. Judge of this matter by your own 
feeling. Is it seemly for a woman to offer prayers 
fi4to God unveiled? Or does not even nature itself 

15 teach you that lfrng hair is a disgrace to a man, but 
a glory to a woman? for her hair has been given 

16 her for a veil. But if any one thinks to be con- 
tentious in defence of such a custom, let him know 
that it is disallowed by me,* and by all the Churches 
of God. 

17 [I said -that I praised you, for keeping the rules cen.u^tm 
which were delivered to you ;1 but while I give you th« 
this commandment I praise you not; your solemn 

4 18 assemblies are for evil rather than* for good. For 
first, I hear that there are divisions among you, 
when your congregation assembles ; and this I partly 

19 believe. For there must needs be not divisions only,* 
but- also adverse sects among you, that so the good 

20 may be tested and made known. Moreover , 4 when 
you assemble yourselves together, it is not to eat the 

21 Lord’s Supper; for each begins to eat [what he has 
brought for] his own supper, before anything has 
been given to others; and while some are hungry, 

22 others are drunken . 5 Have you then no houses to eat 
and drink in ? or do you come to show contempt for 
the congregation of God’s people, and to shame the 
poor ? 6 What can I say to you ? Shall I praise 

23 you in this? I praise you not. For I myself 7 re¬ 
ceived from the Lord that which I delivered to you, 
that the Lord Jesus, in the night when He was 

24 betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He brake it, and said—* 'J^alcc, eat; this is my body. 


decency or order. For 4>thcr explana¬ 
tions, and a fhll discussion of tlie subject, 
the raider is referred to Prof. Stanley’s 
note. 

1 In their relation to Christ, roan and 
woman are not to be severed the one 
from the other. Compare Gal. iii. 28. 
St. Paul means to say that the distinc¬ 
tion between the sexes is one which 
only belongs to this-life. 

* Literally, that neither I, nor the 
churches of God, admit of such a custom. 

* ‘There must be also,’ Ac. 

4 The second subject of rebuke is in¬ 
troduced here. 


5 For the explanation of this, see 
Chap. XIII. It should be observed 
that a common meal, to which each 
of the guests contributed his own 
share of the provisions, was a form of 
entertainment of frequent occurrence 
among the Greeks, ana known by the 
name of ipavot. 

« Literally, Those who have not 
houses to eat in, and who therefore 
ought to have received their portion at 
the love-feasts from their wealthier 
brethren. 

t The * I ’ is emphatic. 
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8 which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.’ 

In the same maimer also, He took the cup after xi. & 
sapper, saying, * This cup is tlte new covenant in my 
blood : this do ye, as often as ye drink it, in remem¬ 
brance of rne.’ For as often as yon eat this bread, 26 
and drink this cup, you openly show forth the Lord’s 1 
death until He shall come again. Therefore, who -27 
soever shall eat this bread, or drink this cup of the 
Lord unworthily, shall be guilty of profaning the 
body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine 26 
himself, and so let him eat of this bread and drink of 
this cup. For he who eats and drinks of it un- 29 
. worthily, eats and drinks judgment ^against himself, 

• not duly judging of the Lord’s b"ody . 1 For this so 
cause many of you are weak and sickly, and many 
sleep. For if We had duly judged ourselves, we si 
should not have been judged. But now that we are 32 
judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may 
not be condemned together with the world. There- 33 
fore, my brethren, when you are assembling to eat, 
wait for one another ; and if any one is hungry, let 34 
liim eat at home, lest your meetings should bring 
judgment upon you. The other matters I will set in 
order when I come. 

Miofrtsf’ lrU * Concerning those who exercise 2 Spiritual Gifts, xii. 
brethren, I would not have yon ignorant. You know 2 
that in the days of your heathenism you were blindly 8 
led astray to worship dumb and senseless idols [by 
those who pretended to gifts from heaven]. This 3 
therefore I call to your remembrance ; that no man 
who is inspired by the Spirit of God can say ‘ Jesus 
is accursed; ’ and no man can say ‘ Jesus is the 
Lord,’ unless he be inspired by the Holy Spirit . 4 More- 4 


1 If in this verse we omit, with the 
majority of MSS., the words ‘ unwor¬ 
thily’ and ‘of the Lord,’it will stand 
as follows : He who eats and drinks of 
it, not duly judging of for, discerning ] 
the Body, eats and drinks judgment 
against himself. The ‘ not discerning ’ 
is explained by Canon Stanley, ‘ if he 
do«s not discern that the body of the 
Lord ia in himself and in the Christian 
society; ’ but the more usual and per¬ 
haps more natural explanation is, ‘if 
he does not distinguish. between the 
Eucharistic elements and a common 
meal.’ ' 

* The elective is here taken as mas¬ 


culine, because this agrees best with 
the context, and also because another 
word is used in this chapter for spiritual 
gifts. 

3 As ye chanced to be led at the will 
of uour leaders, i.e. blindly. 

* i.e. the mere outward profession 
of Christianity is (so far as it goes) a 
proof of the Holy Spirit’s guidance. 
Therefore the extraordinary spiritual 
gifts which followed Christian baptism 
in that age proceeded in all cases from 
the Spirit of God, and not flrom the 
Spirit of Evil. This is St. Paul’s 
answer to a difficulty apparently felt 
by the Corinthians (and mentioned in 
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over, ther» are varieties of Gifts, but the same Spirit 

. 5 gives them all; and [they are given for] various 

6 ministrations, but all to serve the same Lord; and the 
working whereby they are wrought is various, hut 
all are wrought in all by the working of the same 

7 God. 1 But the gift whereby the Spirit becomes 

8 manifest, is given to each for the profit of all. To 
one* is given by the Spirit the utterance of Wisdom, 
to another the utterance of Knowledge 3 according to 

9 the working of the same Spirif. To another Faith 4 
through the same Spirit. To another gifts of Healing 

10 through the same Spirit. To another the powers 
which work Mjracles ; to another Prophecy; to an- 
other the discernment of Spirits ; 5 to another varieties 
of Tongues; 6 to another the Interpretation of Tongues. 

11 But all these gifts are wrought by the working of 
that one and the same Spirit, who distributes them 

12 to each according to His will. For as the body is 
one, and has many members, and as all the members, 

13 though many, 7 are one body; so also is Christ. For 
in the communion of one Spirit we all were 8 baptized 
into one body, whether wo bo Jews or Gentiles,® 
whether slaves or freemen, and were all made to drink 

14 of the same Spirit. For the body is not one member, 

15 but many. If 10 the foot should say, ‘ I am not the 
hand, therefore I belong not to the body,’ does it 

16 thereby sever itself from the body? Or if the ear 
should say, ‘ I am not the eye, therefore I belong not 
to the body,’ does it thereby sever itself from the body ? 

17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the 


their letter to him), whether some of 
these gifts might not be given by the 
Author of Evil to confuse the Church. 
Prof. Stanley observes that the t words 
Jesus is accursed and Jesus is the Lord 
(according to the reading of some of 
the best MSS., which produces a much 
livelier sense) ‘ were probably well- 
known forms of speech; the first for 
renouncing Christianity (compare ma- 
ledicere Christo, Plin. Ep. x. 97), the 
second for professing allegiance to Christ 
at baptism.’ 

1 It should be observed that the 4th, 
6th, and 6th verses imply the doctrine 
of the Trinity. 

1 On this classification of spiritual 
gifts, see p. 884, note. 

* Knowledge ( gnosis') is the term used 
throughout this Epistle for a deep in¬ 
sight Md dipine truth ; Wisdom is a 

if 


njore general term, but here (as being 
opposed to gnosis') probably means 
practical wisdom. 

4 That is, Wonder-working Faith. 
See Chap. XIII. 

4 See Chap. XIII. 

B See Chap. XIII. for remarks on this 
and the other gifts mentioned in this 
passage. 

7 Some words of the Received Text 
arc omitted here by the best MSS. 

" The past tense is mistranslated in 
A. V. as present. 

9 See netc on Rom. i. 16. 

10 The resemblance between this pas¬ 
sage and the well-known fable of Me- 
nenius Agrippa (Liv. it. 82) can 
scarcely be accidental; and may per¬ 
haps be considered another proof that 
St. Paul was not unacquainted with 
classical literature. 
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hearing ? If the whole body were an ear, where 
would be the smelling ? But now God has placed xii. j 8 
the members severally in the body according to His 
will. If all were one member, where would be the 19 
body? But now, though the members are many, 20 
yet the body is one. And the eye cannot say to the 21 
hand, ‘ I have no need of thee; ’ nor again the head 
to the feet, ‘1 have no need of you.’ Nay, those parts 22 
of the body which are reckoned the feeblest are the 
most necessary, and fhose parts which we hold the 23 
least honourable, we clothe with the more abundant 
honour, and the less beautiful parts are adorned with 
the greater beauty; whereas the beautiful need no 24 
adornment. But God has tempered the body together, 
and given to the lowlier parts the higher honour, 
that there should *be no division in the body, but that 25 
all its parts should feel, one for the other, a common 
sympathy. And thus, if one member suffer, every 26 
member suffers with it; or if one member be honoured, 
every member rejoices with it. Now ye are together 27 
the body of Christ, and each one of you a separate 
member. And God has set the members in the 2 s 
Church, some in one place, and some in another : 1 
first,® Apostles; secondly, Prophets; thirdly, Teachers; 
afterwards Miracles; then gifts of Healing; Service¬ 
able Ministrations; gifts of Government; varieties 
of Tongues. Can all be Apostles ? • Can all be Pro- 29 
phets ? Can all be Teachers ? Can all work Mira¬ 
cles ? Have all the gifts of Healing p Do all speak 30 
with Tongues ? Can all interpret the Tongues ? 

But I would have you delight 3 in the best gifts; and31 
moreover, beyond them all , 4 I will show you a path 
wherein to walk. 

fSvetoiif 0 * Though I speak in all the tongues of men and xiii. 

* The omission of the answering exercise of the more useful gifts, which 

clause in the Greek renders it neces- hitherto they had taken in the more 
sary to complete the sense by this in- wonderful, not that individuals should 
terpolation. ‘covet earnestly’ for themselves gifts 

* On this classification, see p. 334, which God had not given them. Corn- 
note 1 ( on the particular charisms and pare xiv. 39, and observe that the verb 
offices mentioned in it, se$ pp. 834- is a different one in xiv. 1. 

840. 4 This seems the meaning here. The 

* The verb means originally to fed phrase can scarcely be taken as an 
iMtniN eagemeee about a person or adjective with ' path,’ as in A.V, Such 
thing: hence its different senses of an instance as Korn. viL 18 is not 
love, jealousy, $c., etc derived. Here parallel. In English the use of the 
the wish expressed is, that the Corin- words exceedingly tinful , would not ex- 
thians should take that delight in the plaiu the expression an exceedingly path. 
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angels, if I have not love, I am no better than 
liii. 2 sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though ,he s «’ wt 
I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all the 
mysteries, and all the depths of knowledge; and 
though I have the fulness of faith , 1 * so that I could 

■ 3 remove mountains; if I have not love, I am nothing. 

And though I sell all my goods to feed the poor, and 

4 though I give my body to be burned , 8 if I have not 
love, it profits me nothing. Love is long suffering ; 

5 love is kind; love envies not; love speaks no vaunts; 
love swells not with vanity; love offends not by 
rudeness ; love seeks not her own; is not easily pro- 

6 voked; bears net malice ; 3 rajoices not over 4 * iniquity, 

7but rejoices in the victory of truth ; 8 foregoes all 

things , 6 believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things. Love shall never pass away; but Pro- 
g phecies shall vanish, and Tongues shall cease, and 
Knowledge shall come to nought. For our Know- 
9 ledge is imperfect, and our prophesying is imperfect. 

10 But when the perfect is come, the imperfect shall 

11 pass away. When I was a child, my words were 
childish, my desires were childish, my judgments 
were childish ; but being grown a man, I have done 

12 with the things of childhood. So now we see darkly , 7 
by a mirror , 8 but then face to face ; now I know in 
part, but then shall I know, even as I now am® 

13 known. Yet while other gifts shall pass away, these 
three, Faith, Hope, and Love, abide; and the greatest 
of these is Love. 


1 i.e. the charism of wonder-working 
faith. See Chap. XIII. The ‘ removal 
of mountains’ alludes to the words of 
our Lord, recorded Matt. xvii. 20. 

* Some MSS. have ‘give my bjwly 

that I may boast,’ which gives a satis¬ 
factory sense. • 

* Literally, doe# not reckon the evil 
[against the evil doer j. Compare 2 
Cor. v. 19 : 1 not reckoning their sins.’ 
The Authorised Version here, ‘thinketh 
no evil,’ is so beautiful that one cannot 
but wish it had been a correct trans¬ 
lation. The same disposition, however, 
is Implied by the ‘ believes all things’ 
below. 

4 This verb sometimes means to re¬ 

joice m the misfortune of another, and 

the characteristic of love here mentioned 

may mean that it does not exult in the 


punishment of iniquity ; or may simply 
mean that it does not delight in the 
contemplation of wickedness. 

6 Literally, rejoices when the Tiuth 
rejoices. 

6 For the meaning, see note on ix. 

12 . 

7 Literally, in an enigma ; thus we 
see God (e.g.) in nature, while even 
revelation only shows us His reflected 
likeness. There is, no doubt, an allu¬ 
sion to Numbers xii. 8. 

8 Not ‘ through a glass,’ but by 
means of a mirror. 

9 Literally! ‘ I was known,’ i. e. 
when in this world, by God. The 
tense used retrospectively; unless it 
may be better to take it as the aorist 
use'll in a perfect sense, which is not 
uncommon in St, Paul’s style. 
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Dtrectionifo- Follow earnestly after Love; yet delight in the jdv. 
the “nor* of spiritual gifts, but especially in the gift of Prophecy. 
lhegift ! ot and For he who speaks in a Tongue, speaks not to mens 
Tongues. ^ut Qod ; for no man understands him, but with 
his spirit he utters mysteries. But he who prophe- 3 
sies speaks to men, and builds them up, with exhor¬ 
tation and with comfort. He who speaks in a Tongue 4 ' 
builds up himself alone; but he who prophesies 
builds up the Church. I wish that you all had the S 
gift of Tongues, but‘rather that you had the gift of 
Prophecy ; for he who prophesies is above him who 
speaks in Tongues, unless he interpret, that the 
Church may be built up thereby. Now, brethren, ifc 
when I came to you I were to speak in Tongues, what 
should I profit you, unless I should [also] speak 
either in Revelation or in Knowledge, either in 
Prophesying or in Teaching ? Even if the lifeless ? 
instruments of sound, the flute or the harp, give no 
distinctness to their notes, how can we understand 
their music ? If the trumpet utter an uncertain note, 8 
how shall the soldier prepare himself for the battle ? 

So also if you utter unintelligible words with your 9 
tongue, how can your speech be understood ? you 
will but be speaking to the air. Perhaps there may ip 
be as many languages in the world [as the Tongues 
in which you speak], and none of them is unmeaning. 

If, then, I know not the meaning of the language, I It 
shall be as a foreigner to him that speaks it, and he 
will be accounted a foreigner by me. Wherefore, in 12 
your own case (since you delight in spiritual gifts) 
strivethat your abundant possession of them may build 
up the Church. Therefore, let him who speaks in a 13 
Tongue, pray that he may be able to interpret 1 what 
he utters. For if I utter prayers in a Tongue, my 14 
spirit indeed prays, but my understanding bears no 
fruit. What follows, then ? I will pray indeed with 15 
my spirit, but I will pray with my understanding 
also; I will sing praises with my spirit, but I will 
sing with my understanding also. lor if thou, with 16 
thy spirit, offerest thanks and praise, how shall the 
Amen be M,id to thy thanksgiving by those worship¬ 
pers who take no part 2 in the ministrations, while 

* This verse distinctly proves that * Not the unlearned (A. V.), but him 
the gift lift Tommies was not • Ammo- who takes ho part in As particular 
ledge of foreign languages, as is often matter in hand. 
supposed. See Chap. XIII, 
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v . 17 they are ignorant of the meaning of thy words ? Thou 
indeod fitly offerest thanksgiving, but thy neighbours 

1 8 are not built up. I offer thanksgiving to God in 
private,* speaking in Tongues [to Him], more than 

'9 any of you. Yet in the congregation I would rather 
speak five words with my understanding so as to in¬ 
struct others, than ten thousand words in a Tongue. 

20 Brethren, be not children in understanding; but in 

21 malice be children, and in understanding be men. It 
is written in the Law , 1 2 ‘ TOtfr men of ott»cr tongue* 
anti other Itp* toil! I jSpeaft unto tfitsS people; anh pet tor 

22 all that thep totll not hear me, Jfatth the llnrtr.’ So that 
the gift of Tongues is a sign 3 given rather to un¬ 
believers than t'o believers ; whereas the gift of Pro- 

23 phecy belongs to believers. When, therefore, the 
whole congregation is assembled, if all the speakers 
speak in Tongues, and if any who take no part in 
your ministrations, or who are unbelievers, should 
enter your assembly, will they not say that you are 

24 mad ? 4 But if all exercise the gift of Prophecy, 
then if any man who is an unbeliever, or who takes 
no part in your ministrations, should enter the place 
of meeting, he is convicted in conscience by every 

25 speaker, he feels himself judged by all, and 5 the 
secret depths of his heart are laid open; and so he 
will fall upon his face and worship God, and report 

26 that God is in you of a truth. What follows then, 
brethren ? If, when you meet together, one is pre¬ 
pared to sing a hymn of praise, another to exerciso 
his gift of Teaching, another his gift of Tongues, an¬ 
other to deliver a Revelation , 6 another an Interpre¬ 
tation ; let all be so done as to build up the Church. 

27 If there be any who speak in Tongues, let not more 

1 This is evidently tjje meaning of tensions to this gift must of course 
the verse. Compare verse 2, ‘ He who resemble the manifestations of the ori- 
spoaks in a tongue speaks not to him- ginal gift in external features, because 
self but to God,’ and verse 28 , ‘ Let these very features have been the 
him speak in private to himself and objects of intentional imitation. If, 
God alone.’ however, the inarticulate utterances of 

* Isa. xxviii. 11. Not exactly accord- ecstatic joy are followed (as they were 
ing to the Hebrew or LXX. in some of Wesley’s converts) by a life 

3 That is, a condemnatory r sign. of devoted imiiness, we should hesitate 

4 We must not be led, from any to say that they might not bear soma 

apparent analogy, to confound the analogy to those of the Corinthian 
exercise of the gift of Tongues in the Christians. ... 

primitive Chur* with modern exhi- 6 The word for ‘so* is omitted in 
oittooa of fanaticism, which 'bear a the best MSS. , 

superficial res^mUftnce to it. Wo * This would be an exercise of the 
must reimembet that such modem pre- gift of ‘ prophecy.’ 
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than two, or at the, most three, speak [in the same 
assembly] ; and let them speak in turn; and let 
the same interpreter explain the words of all. But xiv. S) 
if there be no interpreter, let him who speaks in 
Tongues keep silence in the congregation, and speak 
in private to himself and God alone. Of those who 49 
have the gift of Prophecy, let two or three speak [in 1 
each assembly], and let the rest 1 judge; but if 30 
another of them, while sitting as hearer, receives a 
revelation [calling hfm to prophesy], let the first 
cease to speak. For so you can each prophesy in 31 
turn, that all may receive teaching and exhortation; 
and the gift of Prophecy does not .take from the 32 
prophets 2 the control over their own spirits. For33 
God is not the author of conftision, but of peace. 

3 In your congregation, as in all the congrega- 
of the Saints, the women must keep silence; 34 
ration. f or they are not permitted to speak in public, but to 
show submission, as saith also the Law. 3 And if 35 
they wish to ask any question, let them ask it of their 
own husbands at home; for it is disgraceful to women 
to speak in the congregation. [Whence is your claim 36 
to change the rules delivered to you ?] 6 Was it from 
you that the word of God went forth; or, are you 
the only Church which it has reached ? Nay, if any 37 
think that he has the gift of Prophecy, or that he 
is a spiritual 6 man, let him acknowledge the words 
which I write for commands of the Lord. But if any 38 > 
man refuse this acknowledgment, let him refuse it at 
his peril. 

Therefore, brethren, delight in the gift of Pro-39 
phecy, and hinder not the gift of Tongues. And let 40 
all be done with decency and order. 


The women 
must not offl 


Jf h theB?,u'- Moreover, brethren, I call to your remembrancexv. 1 
uSkImui?' lb® Glad-tidings which I brought you, which also 


1 i.e. let the rest of the prophets comma at the end of It. 
judge whether those who stand up to 4 Gen. iii. 16: ‘Thy husband shall 
exercise the gift have really received have the dominion over thee.’ 
it. This is parallel to the direction in 6 The sentence in brackets, or some- 
1 These. v. 21. thing equivalent, is implied in the v 

* Literally, ‘ the spirits •/ the pro- which begins the next ‘ Ob woe it 
phete are under the control of the pro- from you/—i.e. ‘ Or, if you eet up 
phete.’ This is a reason why the rule pour judgment against that of other 
given above can easily be observed. Churches, was it from you,’ Itc. 

[This seems to modify what is said in 8 ‘ Spiritual,’ the epithet on which 
p. 887. H.] the party of Apolloa (the ultra-Pauline 

3 This translation places a full-stop party) especially prided themselves, 
in the middle of the 88rd verse, and a See bhap. Hi. 1-8 and Gal. vh 1. 
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tv. 2 you receive#, wherein also you stand firm, whereby llftapISSU 
also you are saved, 1 * if you still hold fast the words 
wherein I declared it to you; unless indeed you be- 

3 lieved in vain. For the first thing I taught you was 
that which I had myself been taught, that Christ 

4 died for our sins, according to the Scriptures; * and 
that He was buried, and that He rose 3 the third day 

5 from the dead, according to the Scriptures; 4 and 
that he was seen by Cephas, and then by The Twelve; 

6 after that He was seen by about five hundred breth¬ 
ren at once, of whom the greater part are living at 

7 this present time, but some are fallen asleep. 5 Next 
He was seen by. James, and then by all the Apostles; 

8 and last of all he was seen by me also, who am placed 

9 among the rest as it wefe by an untimely birth; for 
T am the least of the Apostles, and am not worthy to 
be called an Apostle, because I persecuted the Church 

10 of God. But by the grace of God, I am what I am; 
and His grace which was bestowed upon me was not 
fruitless; but I laboured more abundantly than all 
the rest; yet not I, but the grace of God which was 

11 with me. So then, whether preached by me, or 
them, this is what we preached, and this is what you 
believed. 

12 If then this be our tidings, that Christ is risen 
from the dead, how is it that some among you say, 

13 there is no resurrection of the dead ? But if there 
be no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not 

14 risen; and if Christ be not risen, vain is the message 
we proclaim, and vain the faith with which you heard 

15 it. Moreover, we are found guilty of false witness 
against God; because we boro witness of God that 
He raised Christ from the dead, whom He did not 


1 Literally, you are in the way of 
salvation. The words* which follow 
(the words wherein, Ac.) were joined 
(in our first edition) with preached in 
the preceding verse, according to Bill¬ 
roth’s view. But further consideration 
has led us to think that they may be 
more naturally made dependent on 
hold fast, as they are taken by De 

Wette, Alford, and others. 

* So our Lord quotes Isa. liii. 12, in 

Luke xxii. 87. 

5 In the original it is the perfect, not 
the aorist • < He is risen,’ not ‘ He was 
ratted,’ or (more literally), He is 
awakened, not He toot awakened ; be¬ 
cause Christ,' being once risen, dieth 


no more. But this present-perfect 
cannot here be retained in the Eng¬ 
lish. 

4 Among the ‘Scriptures’ here re¬ 
ferred to by St. Paul, one is the pro¬ 
phecy ■which he himself quoted in the 
speech at Antioch from Ps. xvi. 10. 

a Can we imagine it possible that 
St. Paul should have said this without 
knowing it to be true ? or without 
himself having seen some of these 
‘ five hundred brethren,’ of whom the 
< greater part’ were alive when _ he 
wrote these words ? The sceptical 
(but candid and honest) De Wette 
acknowledges this testimony es con¬ 
clusive. 
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raise, if indeed the dead rise not. For if there be noxv. 1 
resurrection, of the dead, Christ himself 1 is not risen. 
And if Christ bo not risen, your faith is vain, you 17 
are still in 2 your sins. Moreover, if this be so, they is 
who have fallen asleep in Christ, perished when they 
died. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we 19 
are of all men most miserable. But now, Christ is 20 
risen from the dead; the first-fruits 3 of all who sleep. 

For since by man came death, by man came also the 21 
resurrection of the dead. For as, in Adam, all men 22 
die, so, in Christ, shall all be raised to life. But 23 
each in his own order ; Christ, the first-fruits; after¬ 
wards they who are Christ’s at Mis appearing ; finally, 24 
the end shall come, when He shall give up His king¬ 
dom to God His. Father, having destroyed all other 
dominion, and authority, and power . 4 For He must 25 
reign ‘ till $}e Ijnttj put all rucmtcsS uutrcr $}«S feet.’ 5 
And last of His enemies, Deatli also shall be de- 2(i 
stroyed. For ‘ #}e hath put all tljtugg uiittcr $?ttf fret.’ 6 27 
But in that saying, ‘ $11 tljuigg are put uutJCr it 

is manifest that God is excepted, who put all things 
under Him. And when all things are made subject 28 
to Him, then shall the Son also subject Himself to 
Him who made them subject, that God may be all in 
all. 

Again, what will become of those who cause them- 29 
selves to be baptized for the Dead, 7 if the dead never 


1 This argument is founded on the 
union between Christ and His mem¬ 
bers : they so share His life, that be¬ 
cause He lives for ever, they must live 
also; and conversely, if we deny their 
immortality, we deny His. 

* Because we ‘ are saved ’ from our 
sins ‘ by His life.’ (Kom. v. 10.) 

3 On the second day of the teast of 
Passover a sheaf of ripe corn was offered 
upon the altar as a consecration of the 
whole harvest. Till this was done it 
was considered unlawful to begin reap¬ 
ing. See I-evit. xxiii. 10, 11, and 
Joseph. Antiq. iii. 10. The metaphor 
therefore is, ‘As the single sheaf of 
first fruits represents and consecrates 
all the harvest, so Christ’s lesurrection 
represents and involves that of all who 
sleep in Him.’ It should be observed 
that the verb is not present as in A. V. ; 
but past; not is become , but became ; 
and that the best MSS. omit it. 

4 Compare CoL U. 15; also Eph. i. 


Ps. cx. 1 (LXX.). Quoted, and 
similarly applied, by our Lord Himself, 
Matt. xxii. 44. 

6 Ps. viii. 6, nearly after LXX. 
Quoted also as Messianic, Eph. i. 22, 
and Heb. ii. 8. See the note on the 
latter place. 

7 The only meaning which the Greek 
seems to admit here is a reference to 
the practice oft-submitting to baptism 
instead of some person who had died 
unbaptized. Yet this explanation is 
liable to very great difficulties. (1) How 
strange that St. Paul should refer to 
such a superstition without rebuking 
it! Perhaps, however, he may have 
censured it in a former letter, and now 
only refers to it as an argumentum ad 
homines. It has, indeed, been alleged 
that the' present mention of it implies 
a censure; but this is far from evident. 
(2) If such a practice did exist in the 
Apostolic Church, how can we account 
for its being discontinued in the period 
which followed, when a magical efficacy 
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rise again ? Why then do they submit to baptism 
for the dead F 

30 And I too, why do I put my life to hazard every 
3 L hour? I protest by my 1 boasting (which I have 
[not in myself, but] in Christ Jesus our Lord) I die 
32 daily. If I have fought (so to speak) with beasts at 
Ephesus,® what am I profited if the dead rise not ? 
33 4 jlet usi eat an# Urfnft, for to-marroto Sue hie.’ ® Beware 
lest you be led astray ; 4 Converse with evil men cor - 

34 rupts good manners.’* Change your drunken revel 1- 
ings® into the sobriety of righteousness, and live no 
more in sin ; for some of you lenow not God ; I speak 
this to your shame. 

35 But some one will say, ‘ Hmv are the dead raised 
30 up? and with what bo<k do they come?’ 0 Tlum 

fool, the seed thou sowest is not •quickened into 
3; life till it hath partaken of death. And that which 
thou sowest has not the same body with the plant 
which will spring from it, but it is mere grain, of 


was more and more ascribed to the 
material act of baptism ? Yet the prac¬ 
tice was never adopted except by some 
obscure sects of Gnostics, who seem to 
have founded their custom on this very 
passage. 

The explanations which have been 
adopted to avoid the difficulty, such as 
‘ over the graves of the dead,’ or ‘ in the 
name of the dead (meaning Christ),’ 
&c., are all inadmissible, as being con¬ 
trary to the analogy of the language. 
Oil the whole, therefore, the passage 
must be considered to admit of no satis¬ 
factory explanation. 11. alludes to some 
practice of the Corinthians, which lias 
not been recorded elsewhere, and of 
which every other trace has perished. 
The reader who wishes to see all that 
can be said on the subject should cfln- 
fcult Canon Stanley’s note? 

1 We read * our’with Gricshach, on 
the authority of the Codex Alcxan- 
drinus. If ‘your’ be the true reading, 
it can scarcely be translated (as lias 
been proposed) ‘my haunting of you* 
For though instances may be adduced 
(as Rom. xi. 31) when a possessive pro¬ 
noun is thus used objectively, yet they 
never occur except where the context 
renders mistake impossible. Indeed it 
is obvious that no writer would go out 
of his way to use a possessive pronoun 
in an unusual sense^ when by so doing 
he would create ambiguity which might 
he avoided by adopting a usual form of 


expression. 

* This is metaphorical, ns appear* 
by the qualifying expression translated 
in A.V., *aftcr the manner of men.’ 
It must refer to some very violent op¬ 
position whicli St. Paul find met with 
ut Ephesus, the particulars of whicli 
are not recorded. 

3 Isa. xxii. 13 (I,XX.). 

4 St. Paul here quote* a line fiom 
The Thais, a comedy oi Menander's. 
The line had probably passed into a 
proverbial expression. We see, from 
this passage, that the frce-tliinking 
party at Corinth joined immoral prac¬ 
tice with their licentious doctrine; 
and that they were corrupted by the 
evil example of their heathen neigh¬ 
bours. 

3 Not awake (as in A. V.), but cease 
to he drunken. And below, do not go on 
sinning (present). 

0 The form of this objection is con¬ 
clusive against the hypothesis of those 
who suppose that these Corinthians 
only disbelieved the Resurrection of the 
body, and that they believed the Resur¬ 
rection of the dead. St. Paul asserts 
the Resurrection of the dead ; to which 
they reply, ‘ifow can the dead risetolife 
again, when their body has perished ? * 
This objection he proceeds to answer, 
by showing that individual existence 
may continue, without the continuance 
of the material body. 
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wheat, or whatever else it may chance to be. Butxv. 3 
God gives it a body according to His will; and to 
every seed the body of its own proper plant.' For all 39 
flesh is not the same flesh ; 1 [but each body is fitted 
to the place it fills] ; the bodies of men, and of beasts, 
of birds, and of fishes, differ the one from the other. 1 
And there are bodies which belong to heaven, and 40 1 
bodies which belong to earth; but in glory the 
heavenly differ from the earthly. The sun is more 41 
glorious than the mOon, and the moon is more glo¬ 
rious than the stars, and one star excels another in 
glory. So likewise is the resurrection of the dead; 42 
[they will be clothed with a body fitted to their lot]; 
it is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption; 
it is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory; it is 43 
sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a 44 
natural 2 body, it is raised a spiritual body; for as 
there are natural bodies, so there are also spiritual 
bodies. 3 And so it is written, * firjSt man attain 45 
tuatf matte a Ttbing dnul,’ 4 the last Adam was made a 
life-giving spirit. But the spiritual comes not till 46 
after the natural. The first man was made of earthly 47 
clay, the second man was the Lord from heaven. As 43 
is the earthly, such are they also that are earthly; 
and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are 
heavenly; and as we have borne the image of the 49 
earthly, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. 

But this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood 5 cannot 50. 

1 Prof. Stanley translates ‘ no flesh loose and unscriptural language which 
is the same flesh,’ which is surely an they are in the habit of using. After 
untenable proposition, and moreover regretting that some of the early 
inconsistent with the context; though Fathers have (when treating of the 
the words of the Greek no doubt admit Resurrection of the Body ) appeared to 
of such a rendering. contradict these words of St. Paul, Dr. 

s For the translation here, see note on Burton continues as follows:— 
ii. 14. The reference to this of the fol- '• It is nowhere asserted in the New 
lowing ‘ soul’ (in the quotation) should Testament that we shall rise again with 
be observed, though it cannot be re- our bodies. Unless a man will say that 
tained in English. the stalk, the blade, and the ear of corn 

a The difference of reading does not are actually the same thing with the 
materially affect the sense of this verse, single grain which is put into the 

4 Gen. ii. 7, slightly altered from ground, he cannot quote St. Paul as 
LXX. The second member of the anti- saying that we shall rise again with 
thesis is not a part of the quotation. the same bodies; or at least he must 

4 The importance of the subject jus- allow that the future body may only be 
tifles our quoting at some length the like to the present one, inasmuch as 
admirable remarks of Dr. Burton (for- both come under the same genus j i.e. , 
merly Regius Professor of Divinity at we speak of human bodies, and we speak 
Oxford) on this passage, in the hope of heavenly bodies. But St. Paul’s words 
that his high reputation for learning do not warrant us in saying that the 
and for unblemished orthodoxy may resemblance between the present and 
lead some persons to reconsider the future body will be greater than between 
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inherit the kingdom of God, neither can corruption 
xr.51 inherit incorruption. Behold, I declare to you a 
mystery ; we shall not 1 all sleep, but we shall all be 

52 changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the sound of the last trumpet; for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 

63 and we shall be changed. For this corruptible 
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put 
on immortality. 

54 But when this corruptible is clothed with ineor- 
ruption, and this mortal is clothed with immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying, which is 
written, ‘fflcatlj, ui jftnalloinrtr up til birtorjj.’ 3 ‘<9 

55 Heath, tnhere U tf)8 Jftiug V ‘ & jjrabe, inhere is %> 

56 bfctarg ? ’ 3 The sting of Heath is sin, pud the strength 

57 of sin is the law ; 4 but thanks be to God, who giveth 

. us the victory, through Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord; knowing that your labour is not in vain, in 
the Lord. 


a man and a star, or between a bird and 
a fish. Nothing can be plainer than the 
expression which he uses in the first 
of these two analogies, Thou sowest not 
that body that shall be (xv. 37). He 
says also with equal plainness, of the 
body, It is sown a natural body ; it is 
raised a spiritual body; there is a na¬ 
tural body , and there is a spiritual body 
(ver. 44). These words require to lie 
examined closely, and involve remotely 
a deep metaphysical question. In com¬ 
mon language, the terms Body and 
Spirit are accustomed to be opposed, 
and are used to represent two things 
which are totally distinct. But, St. 
Paul here brings the two expressions 
together, and speaks of a spiritual body. 
St. Paul, therefore, did not oppose Body 
to Spirit ; and though the looseness of 
modern language may allow us to do 
so, and yet to be correct in our ideas, it 
may save some confusion if we consider 
8pirit as opposed to Matter , and if we 
take Body to be a generic term, which 
comprises both. A body , therefore, in 
the language of St. Paul, is something 
which has a distinct individual ex¬ 
istence. 

'St. Paul tella us that even’indi¬ 
vidual, when he rises again, will have 
* spiritual body: bat the remarks which 


I have made may show how different 
is the idea conveyed by these words 
from the notions which some persons 
entertain, that we shull rise again with 
the san.e identical body. St. Paul ap¬ 
pears effectually to preclude this notion, 
when he says, Flesh and blood canm «* 
inherit the kingdom of God ’ (ver. 50). 
—Burton’s Lectures , pp. 429-431. 

1 The other reading (adopted by 
Lachmann) gives the opposite asser¬ 
tion, viz. ‘ we shall all sleep , but we shall 
not all be changed .’ It is easy to under¬ 
stand the motive which might have led 
to the substitution of this reading for 
the other; a wish, namely, to escape 
the inference that St. Paul expected 
some of that generation to survive 
until the general resurrection. 

* Isa. xxv. 8. Not quoted from the 
LXX., but apparently from the Hebrew, 
with some alteration. 

3 Hosea xiii. 14. Quoted, but not 
exactly, from LXX., which here differ* 
from the Hebrew. 

4 Why is the law called * the strength 
of sin * ? Because the Law of Duty, 
being acknowledged, gives to sin ua 
power to wound the conscience *, in fact, 
a moral law of precepts and penalties 
announces the fatal consequences of 
sin, without giving us any power of con¬ 
quering sin. Compare Bom. vii. 7-11. 


FF 
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DtaecUoni Concerning the collection for the saints [at Jeru- xvi; 
JS? ”e l j“de»n salem] I would have you do as I have enjoined upon 
Christum, the churches of Galatia. Upon the first day of the 2 
week, let each of you set apart whatever his gains 
may enable him to spare; that there may be no col. 
lections when I come. And when I am with you, 3 
whomsoever you shall judge to be fitted for the trust, 

I will furnish with letters, and send them to carry 
your benevolence to Jerusalem ; or if there shall seem 4 
sufficient reason for ine also to go thither, they shall 
st. Paul', go with me. But I will visit you after I have passed 5 
urepans. trough Macedonia (for through Macedonia I shall 
pass), and perhaps I shall remain wjth you, or even 6 
winter with you, that you may forward me on my far¬ 
ther journey, whithersoever' I go. For I do not wish 7 
to see you now for a passing 1 visit; sinoe I hope to 
stay some time with you, if the Lord permit. But 18 
shall romain at Ephesus until Pentecost, for a door is 9 
opened to me both great and effectual; and there are 
many adversaries [against whom I must contend]. If 10 
Timotheus. Timotheus come to you, be careful to give him no 
cause of fear 2 in your intercourse with him, for he is 
labouring, as I am, in the Lord’s work. Therefore, 11 
let no man despise him, hut forward him on his way 
in peace, that he may come hither to me; for I 
expect him, and the brethren with him. 

Apollo*. As regards the brother Apollos, I urged him 12 
much to visit you with the brethren [who bear this 
letter] ; 3 nevertheless, he was resolved not to come 
to you at this time, but he will visit you at a more 
convenient season. 

Exhortation*. Be watchful, stand firm in faith, be manful and 13 
stout-hearted . 4 Let all you do he done in love. 14 
StcphanM, You know, brethren, that the house of Stephanas * 15 
ud AoSateui. were the first-fruits of Achaia, and that they have 
taken on themselves the task of ministering to the 
saints. I exhort you, therefore, on your part, to ie 
show submission towards men like these, and towards 

, 1 he. St. Paul had altered hie origi- hl» reason for postponing his visit in 
nal intention, which was to go from 2 Cor. i. 23. It was an anxiety to give 
Ephesus by sea to Corinth, ana thence tho Corinthians time for repentance, 
to Macedonia/ For this change of piir- that he might not be forced to use 
pose he was reproached by the Judais- severity with them, 
fog party at Corinth, who insinuated * The youth of Timotheus accounts 
tut we was afraid to come, and that for this request Compare I Tim. iv. 12 
he darednot support the loftiness of hie * See notes, p. 868 nd p. 418. 

pmtauions by corresponding deeds (see 4 i.e. under persecution, 

8 Oar, i. 17, end x. 1-12). He explains *iSeep.818. 
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.17 all who work laboriously with them. I rejoice in 
the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus, and Achai- 
cus, because they 1 * have supplied all which you 

18 needed; for they have lightened my spirit and yours . 3 
To such render due acknowledgment. 

The Churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and g*iuu»u>n* 

19 Priscilla send their loving salutation in the Lord, of 
together with the Church which assembles at their 

20 house. All the brethren here salute you. Salute one 
another with the kiss of holiness. 3 

21 The salutation of me, Paul, with my own hand. Autograph 

22 Let him who loves not the Lord Jesus Christ be Coil “ r “*“ n - 

accursed. fi.ortt tnmrtlj. 4 

23 The grace of our Lord* Jesus Christ be with you. 
t 2* My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. 5 


In the concluding part of this letter we have some indication of 
the Apostle’s plans for the future. He is looking forward to a 
journey through Macedonia (xvi. B), to be succeeded by a visit to 
Corinth (ib. 2 - 7 ), and after this he thinks it probable he may 
proceed to Jerusalem (ib. 3 , 4 ). In the Acts of the Apostles the 
same intentions 6 are expressed, with a stronger purpose of going to 
Jerusalem (xvi. 21 ), and with the additional conviction that after 
passing through Macedonia and Achaia, and visiting Palestine, he 
‘ must also see Rome ’ (ib.). He had won many of the inhabitants 
of Asia Minor and Ephesus to the faith : and now, after the 
prospect of completing his charitable exertions for the poor Chris- 


1 Compare 2 Cor. xi. 9, and Phil. ii. 
80. It cannot well be taken objectively, 
aa ‘my want of you ; ’ not only because 
‘ my 'would have been added, but also 
because the expression is used in eight 
passages by St. Paul, and in one by St. 
Luke, and the genitive connected with 
the word for ‘want’ is*subjectively 
used in seven out of these nine cases 
without question, and ought therefore 
also to be so taken in the remaining 
two cases, where the context is not 
equally decisive. 

* Via. by supplying the means of our 
intercourse. 

* See note on 1. These, v. 25. 

4 Maran-Atha means ‘ The Lord 

cpmeth,’ and is used apparently by St. 

Paulas a kind of motto: compare ‘the 
Lord ta nigh ’ (Phil. iv. 6). Billroth 
thinks tkathe wrote it in Hebrew cha¬ 
racter*, as a partof the autograph by 
whi^lm authenticated thia letter. See 


the Hebrew and Greek together at the 
end of this Chapter. Buxtorf {Lex. 
Chahl. 827) says it was part of a Jewish 
cursing formula, from the ‘ Prophecy of 
Knoch ’ (Jud. 14) ; but this view ap¬ 
pears to be without foundation. In 
fact, it would have been most incon¬ 
gruous to blend together a Greek 
word (ANATHEMA) with an Ara¬ 
maic phrase (MAKAN aTHA), and 
to use the compound as a formula of 
execration. This was not done till (in 
later ages of the Church) the meaning 
of the terms themselves was lost. 

5 The ‘ Amen ’ is not found in the 
best MSS. , 

6 The important application made in 
the Hera Paulina at these coincidence* 
between the Acta and Corinthians^ and 
again of those referred to below between 
the Acta and Romans, need only be 
alluded to. 
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tians of Judaea, his spirit tarns to wyd a the accomplishment of 
remoter conquests. Far from tming content with his past achieve¬ 
ments, or resting from his incessant labours, he felt that he was 
< under a debt of perpetual obligation to all the Gentile world. 1 * 

Thus he expresses himself, soon after this time, m the Epistle .to 
c the Roman Christians, whom he had long ago desired to see (Rom. i. 
10-15), and whom he hopes at length to visit, now that he is on 
his way to Jerusalem, and is looking forward to a still more distant 
an'd hazardous journey to Spain (ib. xv. 22-29). The path thus 
dimly traced before him, as he thought of the future at Ephesus, 
and made more clearly visible, when he wrote the letter at Corinth, 
was made still more evident * as he proceeded on his course. Yet 
not without forebodings of evil, 3 and much discouragement, 4 and 
mysterious delays, 5 did the Apostle advance on his courageous 
career. But we are anticipating many subjects'which will give a 
touching interest to subsequent passage^ of this history. Important 
events still detain us in Ephesus. Though St. Paul’s companions e 
had been sent before in the direction of his contemplated journey 
(Acts xix. 22), he still resolved to stay till Pentecost (1 Cor. xvi. 8). 
A ‘great door’ was open to him, and there were ‘many adver¬ 
saries,’ against whom he had yet to contend. 


ANA0EMA po 

Anathema Maran-Atha 


1 'lima debtor both to Greeks and 

Barbarians.'- -Rom. i. 14. 

3 By the vision at Jerusalem (Acts 
xxiii.‘ 11), and on board the ship 
(xxvii. 28, 24). 

* Compare what he wrote to the 
Bomans (Rom. xv. 80, 81) with what 
he said at Miletus (Acts xx. 22, 28), 
and with the scene at Ptolemais (ib. 
xxl. 10-14). 

4 The arrest at Jerusalem. 

> The two years’ imprisonment at 
Casarea, and the shipwreck. 

* See pp . 862,868. We have men¬ 
tioned there, in a note, the probability 
that' Thus was one of those who went 


to Corinth with the First Epistle. See 
1 Cor. xvi. 11, 12 i 2 Cor. xii. 18. We 
find that this is the view of Macknight. 
Tram/, {/-c. of the Apoet. Epistiet, vm. i. 
p. 451. If this view is correct, it is in¬ 
teracting to observe that Titus is at first 
simply spoken of as ‘a brother,’—but 
that gradually he rises into note with 
the faithful discharge of responsible 
duties. He becomes eminently con¬ 
spicuous in the circumstances detailed 
below. Chap. XVII., and in the end he 
shares with Timothy thathonour of as¬ 
sociating his name with tbs paalaml 
Epistles of St. Paul. 

J See note 4. p. 417. 
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CHAPTER XY1. 

• 

Description of Ephesus.—Temple of Diana.—Her Image and Worship.—Poli¬ 
tical Constitution of Ephesus.—The Asiarchs.—Demetrius and the Silver¬ 
smiths.—Tumult In the Theatre.—Speech of the Town-clerk.—St. Paul’s 
Departure. 


The boundaries of the province of Asia,* and the position of its chief 
city Ephesus,* haVe already been placed before the reader. It is 
now time that we should giye some description of the city itself, with 
a notice of its characteristic religious institutions, and its political 
arrangements under the Empire. 

No cities were ever more favourably placed for prosperity and 
growth than those of the colonial Greeks in Asia Minor. They had 
the advantage of a coast-line full of convenient harbours and of a 
sea which was favourable to the navigation of that day ; and, 
through the long approaches formed by the plains of the great west¬ 
ern rivers, they nad access to the inland trade of the East. Two 
of these rivers have been more than once alluded to,—the Hermus 
and the Mseander.* The valley of the first was bounded on the 
south by the ridge of Tmolus ; that of the second was bounded on 
the north by Messogis. In the interval between these two moun¬ 
tain ranges was the shorter course of the river Cayster. 1 * * 4 * * A few 
miles from the sea a narrow gorge is formed by Mount Pactyas on 
the south, which is the western termination of Messogis, and by 
the precipices of Gallesus on the north, the pine-clad summits* of 
which are more remotely connected with the heights of Tmolus. 
This gorge separates the Upper ‘ Caystrian meadows ’ * from a 
small alluvial plain 7 by the sea. Partly on the long ridge of Cores- 


1 p. 182. 

* p. 868. 

* See above, pp. 364, 868. 

4 See p. 868. • 

* ‘Our road lay at the foot of Gal- 
leaus, beneath precipices of a stupen¬ 
dous height, abrupt and inaccessible. 

In the rode are many holes inhabited by 
•agles j of which several were soaring 
high in the air, with crows clamouring 
about them, so far above ns as hardly 
to be discernible.’—Chandler, p. lit. 

Of another journey he says : ‘ We rode 
among - the roots* of Gallesus, or the 
Aiegtan, through pleasant thickets 
abou nding wiOtgOldnnchee. The aerial 
sununitS' Of p immense mountain 
t«*v«eA f! iihbve| ns, dad with pines. _ 
otesp ST Ssatia J steep, aa wo- advanced. 


and the path became more narrow 
slippery, and uneven .... the known 
sureness of foot of our horses being our 
confidence and security by fearful pre¬ 
cipices and giddy heights.’—p. 108. 
For the Cayster and the site of Ephesus, 
ace p. 107. The approach from Sardis, 
by which wo suppose St. Paul to have 
come (see above, j>. 864), was on this 
side : and part of the pavement of the 
road still remains. 

* For the VAsian meadow,’ see above, 

p. 188. 

7 The plain is said by Mr. ArundeU 
to be about five miles long; and the 
morass has advanced considerably into 
the sea since the flourishing times of 
Ephesus. 
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bus, which is the southern boundary of this plain, — partly on the 
detached circular eminence of Mount Prion,—and partly on the 
plain itBelf, near the windings of the Cayster, and about the edge of 
the harbour,—were the buildings of the city. Ephesus was not 
so distinguished in early times as several of her Ionian sisters; 1 and 
some of them outlived her glory. But, though Phocaea and Miletus 
sent out more colonies, and Smyrna has ever remained a flourishing 
city, yet Ephesus had great natural advantages, which were duly 
developed in the age of which we are writing. Having easy access 
through the defiles of Mount Tmolus to Sardis,' and thence up the 
valley of the Hermus far into Phrygia, 4 —and again, by a similar 
pass through Messogis to the Mseander, being connected with the 
great road through Iconium to the Euphrates,*—it became the 
metropolis of the province of Asia under the Romans, and the chief 
emporium of trade on the nearer side of Taurus. The city built 
by Androclus and his Athenian folio were was on the slope of Cores- 
sus; but gradually it descended into the plain, in the direction of 
the Temple of Diana. The Alexandrian age produced a marked 
alteration in Ephesus, as in most of the great towns in the East; 
and Lysimachus extended his new city over the summit of Prion as 
well as the heights of Coressus. The Roman age saw, doubtless, 
a still further increase both of the size and magnificence of the 
place. To attempt to reconstruct it from the materials which re¬ 
main, would be a difficult task, 4 —far more difficult than in the 
case of Athens, or even Antioch ; but some of the more interesting 
sites are easily identified. Those who walk over the desolate site of 
the Asiatic metropolis see piles of ruined edifices on the rocky sides 
and among the thickets of Mount Prion :* they look out from its 
summit over the confused morass which once was the harbour, 6 
where Aquila and Priscilla landed ; and they visit in its deep re- 
cesses the dripping marble-quarries, where the marks of the tools 
are visible still.' 1 On the outer edge of the same hill they trace the 

1 The Ephesian Diana, however, was 4 A plan of the entire city, with a 
the patroness of the Phocean naviga- descriptive memoir, has been prepared 
tors, even when the city of Ephesus by E. Falkener, Esq., Architect, but 
was unimportant. remains unpublished. 

* In this direction we imagine St. 5 Hamilton’s Researches in Asia 

Paul to have travelled. See above, Mihor, vol. ii.p. 23. Compare Chandler, 
p. 863. 8 ‘ Even th*. sea has retired from the 

* We have frequently had occasion scene of desolation, and a pestilential 
to mention this great road. See pp. morass, covered with mud and rushes, 
206-208,868. It was the principal line has succeeded to the waters which 
of communication with the eastern pro- brought up the ships laden with mer- 
vinces; but we have conjectured that chandise from every country.’—Arun- 
St. Paul did not travel by it, because it dell’s Seven Churches, pt, 27. Another 
seems probable that he never was at occasion will occur for mentioning the 
Coloasn. See p. 864. A description of harbour which was very indifferent, 
the route by Colossse and Xiaodicea will Some attempts to improve it were 
be found In AmndeU’s Asia Minor, made about this time. 

The view he gives of the cliffs of 1 Chandler. A enrions story is told 
Colostra should be noticed. Though of the discovery of this marble. A 
St. Paul may never have seen them, shepherd named Pixodorua was feeding 
they are intereating as connected with his flock on the hill: two at his.nun* 
Epaphtas and his other converts. * fighting, one of them missed his anta- 
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enclosure 0 1 the Stadium, 1 which may have suggested to St. Paul 
ujony of those images with which he enforces Christian duty, in the 
first letter written from Ephesus to Corinth. 3 Farther on, and 
nearer Coressus, the remains of the vast Theatre* (the outline of the 
enclosure is still distinct, though the marble seats are removed) show 
the place where the multitude, roused by Demetrius, shouted out, for 
two nours, in honour of Diana. 4 Below is the Agora,* through 
which the mob rushed up to the well-known place of meeting. 
And in the valley between Prion and Coressus is one of the Gym¬ 
nasia “ where the athletes were trained for transient honours and a 
perishable garland. Surrounding* and crowning the scene, are the 
long Hellenic walls of Lysimachus, following the ridge of Coressus.’ 
On a spur of the hill, they descend to an ancient tower, which iB 
still called the Prison of St. Paul. 8 The name is doubtless legend¬ 
ary • but St. Pauk may have stood here, and looked over the city 
and the plain, and seen the Cayster winding towards him from the 
base of Gallesus.® Within his view was pnother eminence, detached 
from the city of that day, but which became the Mahomedan town 
when ancient Ephesus was destroyed, and nevertheless preserves in 
its name a record of another Apostle, the ‘ disciple ’ St. John. 


gonist, and with his horn broke a crust 
of the whitest marble. The Ephesians 
were at thi9 time in search of stone 
for the building of their temple. The 
shepherd ran to his fellow-citizens with 
the specimen, and was received with 
joy. His name was changed into 
Evangelus (giver of glad-tidings), and 
divine honours were afterwards paid to 
him. 

> See Chandler, who measured the 
area and found 4t 687 feet in length. 
The side next the plain is raised on 
vaults, and faced with a strong wall. 

» 1 Cor. ix. 24-27. 

* ‘Of the site of the theatre, the 
scene of the tumult raised by Deme¬ 
trius, there can be no doubt, its rums 
being a wreck of immense grandeur. I 
think it must have been larger than 
the one at Miletus, and that exceeds 
anv I have elsewhere peen in scale, 
although not in ornament. Its form 
alone can now be spoken of, for every 
seat is removed, and the proscenium is 
a hill of ruins.’—Fellows 4 Atiu Minor, 
p. 274. The Theatre of Ephesus is said 
to be tile Largest known of any that 
have remained to us from antiquity. 

4 Acts xix. Our second edition con¬ 
tains a view (from Laborde), com¬ 
bining the steps of the theatre with a 
general prospect towards the sea. See 
tuts 1 m art. tiphtmu in the Diet, qf the 
Stole. 

» The Agora, with its public build- 
u< g« J yfoa\$ naturally be between the 


hill-side on which the theatre and sta¬ 
dium stood, and the harbour. For tbo 
general notion of a Greek Agora, see 
the description of Athens. 

6 See an engraving of these ruins in 
the second volume of Ionian Anti- 
quitiee, published by the Dilettanti 
Society* 

1 ‘ An interesting feature in these 
ruins is the Hellenic wall of Lvsima- 
chus, ranging along the heights of 
Coressus. It extends for nearly a mile 
and three quarters, in a S.E. and N.W. 
direction, from the heights immediately 
to the S. of the gymnasium to the 
tower called the Prison of St. Paul, 
but which is in fact one of the towers 
of the ancient wall. ... It is defended 
and strengthened by numerous square 
towers of the same character at unequal 
distances.’—Hamilton’s Researchet, vo*. 
ii. p. 26. An engraving of one of the 
gateways is given, p. 2?. 

8 Hamilton, as above. 

9 1 This eminence (a root of Coressus 
running out towards the plain) com* 
mands a lovely prospect of tlie river 
Cave ter, which there crosses the plain 
from near Gallesus, with a small but 
full stream, and with many luxuriant 
men nders .’—\1 li andler. 

10 Ayasaluk which is a round hill like 
Prion, but smaller. Its name is said 
to be a corruption of b ay*** *****?£,* 
* the holy Theologian.’ See p, 4 28, 
n. 4. 
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But one building at Ephesus surpassed all the rest in magnificence 
and in fame. This was the Temple of Artemis or Diana, which glit¬ 
tered in brilliant beauty at the head of the harbour, and was reckoned 
by the ancients as one of the wonders of the world. The sun, it 
was said, saw nothing in his course more magnificent than Diana’s 
Temple. Its honour dated from a remote antiquity. Leaving out 
of consideration the earliest temple, which was cotemporaneous 
with the Athenian colony under Androclus, or even yet more 
ancient, we find the great edifice, which was anterior to the Mace¬ 
donian period, begun and continued in the midst of the attention 
and admiration both of Greeks and Asiatics. The foundations were 
carefully laid, with immense substructions, in the marshy ground. 1 
Architects of the highest distinction were employed.® The quarries 
of Mount Prion supplied the marble. 3 All the Greek cities of Asia 
contributed to the structure ; and Croesus, the king of Lydia, him¬ 
self lent his aid. The work thus begun before the Persian war, 
was slowly continued even through the 'Peloponnesian war; and its 
dedication was celebrated by a poet cotemporary with Euripides. 4 
But the building, which had been thus rising through the space of 
many /ears, was not destined to remain long in the beauty of its 
perfection. The fanatic Herostratus set fire to it on the same night 
in which Alexander was bom. This is one of the coincidences of 
history, on which the ancient world was fond of dwelling: and it 
enables us, with more distinctness, to pursue the annals of ‘ Diana 
of the Ephesians.’ The temple was rebuilt with new and more 
sumptuous magnificence. The ladies of Ephesus contributed their 
jewellery to the expense of the restoration. The national pride in 
the sanctuary was so great, that, when Alexander offered the spoils 
of his eastern campaign if he might inscribe his name on the build¬ 
ing, the honour was declined. The Ephesians never ceased to 
embellish the shrine of their goddess, continually adding new 
decorations and subsidiary buildings, with statues and pictures by 
the most famous artists. This was the temple that kindled the 
enthusiasm of St. Paul’s opponents (Acts xix.), and was still the 
rallying-point of Heathenism in the days of St. John and Polycarp. 
In the second century we read that it was united to the city by a 
long colonnade. But soon afterwards it was plundered and laid 
waste by the Goths, who came from beyond the Danube in the 
reign of Gallienus. 3 It sank entirely into decay in the age when 
Christianity was overspreading the Empire ; and its remains are to 
be sought for in mediaeval buildings, in the columns of green jasper 
whioh support the dome of St. Sophia, or even in the naves of 
Italian cathedrals. 8 

Thus the Temple of Diana of Ephesus saw all the changes of Asia 
Minor, from Croesus to Constantine. Though nothing now remains 
on the spot to show us what or even where it was, there is enough 

C 

1 Pliny says that it was built in Metagenes. The building was com- 
marshy ground, lest it should be in- pletea by Demetrius and Paeonius. 
jured by earthquakes. * See above, pp. 420, 421. 

* The first architect was Theodoras 4 Timotheus. 
of Samos. He was succeeded by Cher- 8 Arundell’a Seven Churches p, 46* 
siphon of Gnoesus, then by his son 8 Ibid. p. 47. 
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in its -written memorials to give us some notion of its appearance 
and splendour. The reader will bear in mind the characteristic 
style which was assumed by Greek architecture, aud which has 
suggested many of the images of the New Testament. 1 It was quite • 
different from the lofty and ascending form of those buildings which 
have since arisen in all parts of Christian Europe, and essentially* 
consisted in horizontal entablatures resting on vertical columns. In 
another respect, also, the temples of the ancients may be contrasted 
with our churches and cathedrals. They were not roofed over*for 
the reception of a large company of worshippers, but were in fact 
colonnades* erected as subsidiary'decorations, round the cell which 
contained the idol, and were, through a great part of their space, 
open to the sky. The colonnades of the Ephesian Diana really con¬ 
stituted an epoch in the history of Art, for in them was first matured 
that graceful Ionic style, the feminine beauty of which was moro 
suited to the genius of the Asiatic Greek than the sterner and 

E lainer Doric, in which the 'Parthenon ajid Propyhea of Athens were 
uilt. The scale on which the Temple was erected was magnificently 
extensive. It was 425 feet in length and 220 in breadth, and the 
columns were 60 feet high. The number of columns was 127, each 
of them the gift of a king ; and 36 of them were enriched with 
ornament and colour. The folding doors were of cypress-wood ; 
the part which was not open to the sky was roofed oyer with cedar; 
and the staircase was formed of the wood of one single vine from 
the island of Cyprus. The value and fame of the Temple were 
enhanced by its being the treasury, where a large portion of the 
wealth of Western Asia was stored up. 3 It is probable that there 
was no religious building in the world in which was concentrated a 
greater amount of admiration, enthusiasm, and superstition. 

If the Temple of Diana at Ephesus was magnificent, the imago 
enshrined wifihin the sumptuous enclosure was primitive and rude. 
We usually conceive of this goddess, when represented in art, as the 
tall huntress, eager in pursuit, like the statue in the Louvre. Such 
was not the form of the Ephesian Diana, though she was identified 
by the Greeks with their own mountain-goddess, whose figure we 
often see represented on the coins of this city. 4 What amount of 
fusion took place, in the case of this worship, between Greek and 
Oriental notions, we need noj inquire. The image may have been 
intended to represent Diana in one of her customary characters, as 
the deity of fountains ; 4 but it reminds us rather of the idols of the 
far East, and of the religions which love to represent the life of all 


1 See, for instance, Gal. ii. 9, Rev. iii. 
12, also 1 Tim. iii. 15 ; comparing what 
has been said above, p. 174. 

* A friend suggests one parallel in 
Christian architecture, viz. the Atrium, 
or western court of St. Ambrogio at 
Milan, which is a colonnade west of the 
Church, itself enclosing a large oblong 
space not roofed over. 

* A German writer says that the 
temple of the Ephesian Diana waa 


what the Bank of England is in the 
modern world. 

4 Hence she is frequently represented 

as the Greek piana on coins of Ephesus. 
Some of these are given in the larger 
editions. , _ ., . 

5 This is the opinion of Guhl, whose 
elaborate work on ancient Ephes us m 
referred to several times in our larger 
editions. 
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animated beings as fed and supported by the many breasts of 
nature. 1 * The figure which assumed this emblematic form above, 
was terminated below in a shapeless block. The material was wood. 
A bar of metal was in each hand. The dress was covered with 
mystic devices, and the small shrine, where it stood within the 
temple, was concealed by a curtain in front. Yet, rude as the 
image was, it was the object of the utmost veneration. Like the 
Palladium of Troy,—like the most ancient Minerva of the Athenian 
Adbopolis, 5 —like the Paphian Venus 3 or Cybele of Pessinus, 4 to 
which allusion has been made,—like the Ceres in Sicily mentioned 
by Cicero, 5 —it was believed to have ‘ fallen down from the sky ’ 
(Acts xix. 35). Thus it was the object of the greater veneration 
from the contrast of its primitive simplicity with the modem and 
earthly splendour which surrounded it; and it was the model on 
which the images of Diana were formed for worship in other cities. 

One of the idolatrous customs of th§ ancient world was the use 
of portable images or shrines, which were little models of the more 
celebrated objects of devotion. They were carried in processions, 
on journeys and military expeditions, 6 and sometimes set up as 
household gods in private dwellings. Pliny says that this was the 
case with the Temple of the Cnidian Venus ; and other Heathen 
writers make allusion to the ‘shrines’ of the Ephesian Diana, which 
are mentioned in the Acts (xix. 24). The material might be wood, 
or gold, or ‘ silver.’ The latter material was that which employed 
the hands of the workmen of Demetrius. Prom the expressions 
used by St. Luke, it is evident that an extensive and lucrative trade 
grew up at Ephesus, from the manufacture and sale of these shrines. 
Few of those who came to Ephesus would willingly go away without 
a memorial of the goddess, and a model of her temple; 7 and, from 
the wide circulation of these works of art over the shores of the 
Mediterranean, and far into the interior, it might beffeid, with little 
exaggeration, that her worsliip was recognised by the ‘ whole world’ 8 
(Acts xix. 27). 

The ceremonies of the actual worship at Ephesus were conducted 


1 The form of the image is described 
by Jerome: * Scribebat Paulus ad 

Ephesios Dianam colentes, non hanc 
venatricem, quo>. arcum tenet atque 
succincta cst, sed illara muUimammiam, 
quam Grieci iroAvaaoriji. vocant.’— 
Proam. ad Eph. Representations in 
ancient sculpture are very frequent. 
The coin at the end of Chap. XIV. gives 
a general notion of the form of the 
image. 

* See above in the description of 

Athens, pp. 275-277. ‘ 

* See the description of Paphos- 
above, p. 125. 

4 See Herodlan, as referred to above, 

p. 209. 

* C!ic. in Vtrr. v. 187. To this list 

we may add, without any misrepre¬ 

sentation, the house of our Lady of 


Loretto. See the Quarterly Review 
for Sept. 1863, and the Chrwtian Re- 
i nbruncer for Ap. 1855. 

We may compare Cicero’s words of 
the Roman legionary eagle, Cat. i. 9. 

7 We cannot be sure, in this case, 
whether by the word used here is 
meant the whole temple, or the small 
shrine which contained the image. 
Perhaps its form is that represented on 
the first coin engraved in Mr. Aker- 
man’s paper in the Numismatic Chro¬ 
nicle. 

8 We find the image of the Ephesian 
Diana on the coins of a great number 
of other cities and communities, e.g. 
Hierapolls, Mytilene, Perga, Samos, 
Marseilles, Ac. Inscriptions might be 
quoted to the samif efifect. 





U <MAOZEBAZTOZ E4>EZinN BOYAH KA» 
O NEXiKOPOZ AHMOZ KA0IEP12ZAN Edl 
AN0YI1ATOY nEAOYKAlOY riPEIZKEINOY 
'PH4>IZAMENOY TIB. KA. ,ITAAIKOY TOY 
fPAMMATEftZ TOY AHMOY. 


Inscription from Ephesus. Sea p. 426, n. 6. 


M. I. AYP. AIONYZION TON IEPOKHPYKA 
kAI B AZIAPXON EK TON IAION T 4»A 

MOYNATIOZ ♦lAOZEBAZTOZ O TPAM- 

* 

MATEYZ KAI AZIAPXHZAZ. ' 

Inscription from Ephesus. See p. 428, n. 3. 
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by the member* of a twofold hierarchy. And here again we aee 
the traoea of Oriental, rather than Greek, influences. The Megabyzi, 
the priests of Diana, were eunuchs from the interior, under one at 
their head, who bore the title of high-priest, and ranked among the* 
leading and most influential personages of the city. Along with 
these priests Were associated a swarm of virgin priestesses conse-* 
crated, under the name of Melissse, to the service 1 of the deity, 
and divided into three classes, and serving, like the priests, under 
one head. And with the priests and priestesses would be associated 
(as in all the great temples of antiquity) a great number of slaves, 
who attended to the various duties connected with the worship, 
down to the care of sweeping and cleaning the Temple. This last 
phrase leads us to notice an expression used in the Acts of the 
Apostles, concerning the connection of Ephesus with the Temple of 
Diana. The term” ‘ Neocoros,’ or ‘ Temple-sweejier’ (nuKopof, xix. 36), 
originally an expression of humility, and applied to the lowest 
menials engaged in the care of the sacred edifice,’ 1 became after¬ 
wards a title of the highest honour, and was eagerly appropriated 
by the most famous cities. 3 This was the case with Ephesus in 
reference to her national goddess. The city was personified as 
Diana’s devotee. The title ‘ Neocoros’ was boastfully exhibited on 
the current coins. 4 Even the free people of Ephesus was sometimes 
named ‘Neocoros.’ 5 Thus, the town-clerk could with good reason 
begin his speech by the question,—‘ What man is there that knows 
not that the city of the Ephesians is neocoros of the great goddess 
Diana, and of the image which oame down from heaven V 

The Temple and the Temple-services remained under the Romans 
as they had been since the period of Alexander. If any change had 
taken place, greater honour was paid to the goddess, and richer 
magnificence added to her sanctuary, in proportion to the wider 
extent to which her fame had been spread. Asia was always a 
favoured province, 6 and Ephesus must be classed among those 
cities of the Greeks, to which the conquerors were willing to pay 
distinguished respect. 7 Her liberties and her municipal constitution 
were left untouched, when the province was governed by an officer 


1 These priestesses belonged to the 
class of * sacred slaves.’ This class of 
devotees was common in the great 
temples of the Greeks. > Different opi¬ 
nions hare been expressed on the cha¬ 
racter of those at Ephesus: but, know¬ 
ing what we do of Heathenism, it is 
difficult to have a favourable view of 
them. 

* The term properly denotes ‘ sweeper 
of the temple,' Mid is nearly aynony- 
mpua with the Latin ‘ tedituus,' or the 
French ‘sacristan.’ 

* Primarily the term was applicable 
to. persona, bid afterwards it was ap- 

' ' n».it|es, arid more espe- 

' ' 1 period. A city 
wijh reject to 
f frequently .the 
i deified emperor. 



4 See, for instance, that engraved 
at the end of this chapter. A great 
number of these coins are described In 
Mr. Akerman’s paper, in the Num. Chr. 

! ‘ On the opposite page an inscrip¬ 
tion is given containing the words 
Neocoros , Proconsul , and Town.clerk. 
The Proconsul is Pedueius Priselnus, 
the Town-clerk is Tiberius Claudius 
Italicus. The other inscription is that 
which is mentioned below, p. 428, n. 8. 
There the Town-clerk is called Muna- 
tius, and he*is also Asiarcb. It is worth 
while to observe that these are all Roman 
names. 

* The circumstances under which 
this province came under the. Reman 
power were such as to provoke no hos¬ 
tility. See pp. 188, 184. 

1 See p. 267. 
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from Rome. To the general remarks which have been made before 
in reference to Thessalonica, 1 concerning the position of free or 
autonomous cities under the Empire, something more may be added 
.here, inasmuch as certain political characters of Ephesus appear on 
the scene which is described in the .sacred narrative. 

We have said, in the passage above alluded to, that free cities 
under the Empire had frequently their senate and assembly. There 
is abundant proof that this was the case at Ephesus. Its old 
constitution was democratic, as we should expect in a city of the 
Ionians, and as we are distinctly told by Xenophon : and this con¬ 
stitution continued to subsist under the Romans. The senate, of 
which Josephus speaks, 2 still met in the Senate-house, which is 
noticed by another writer, 3 and the position of which was probably 
in the Agora below the Theatre. 4 We have still more frequent 
notices of the demus or people, and its assembly. 3 * Wherever its 
customary place of meeting might be when legally and regularly 
convoked (iwopni hcxX^aitf, Actsxix. 39), the theatre 11 would be an 
obvious place of meeting, in the case of a tumultuary gathering like 
that which will presently be brought before our notice. 

Again, like other free cities, Ephesus had its magistrates, as 
Thessalonica had its politarchs (pp. 258, 259), and Athens its ar- 
chons. Among those which our sources of information bring 
before us, are several with the same titles and functions as in 
Athens. 7 One of these was that officer who is described as ‘ town- 
clerk ’ in the authorised version of the Bible {ypayyaTivc, Acts xix. 
36). Without being able to determine his exact duties, or to decide 
whether another term, such as ‘ Chancellor,’ or ‘Recorder,’ would 
better describe them to us, 8 we may assert, from the parallel case of 
Athens, 0 and from the Ephesian records themselves, that he was a 
magistrate of great authority, in a high and very public position. 
He had to do with state-papers ; he was keeper of the archives ; he 
read what was of public moment before the senate and assembly ; 
he was present when money was deposited in the Temple ; and 
when letters were sent to the people of Ephesus, they were officially 
addressed to him. Thus, we can readily account for his name 
appearing so often on the coins 10 of Ephesus. He seems sometimes 
to nave given the name to the year, like the archons at Athens, or 
the consuls at Rome. Hence no magistrate was more before the 
public at Ephesus. His very aspect was familiar to all the citizens ; 

1 See pp. 257-259, and compare Greek assemblies to meet in theatres, 
P- 225. we may refer to what Tacitus says of 

* Ant. xiv. 10, 12, also 2, 6, and Vespasian at Antioch, Hist. ii. 80 j also 

xvL 6, 4, 7. to Joseph. IVar, vii. 3. 

5 Ach. Tat. viii. 7 For instance, besides the archons, 

4 See the allusion to the Agora above, strategi, gymnasiarchs, &c. 

P- 421. „ 8 In Luther’s Bible the term ‘Oanz- 

* In Josephus xiv. xvi. (as above) ler’ is used. 

the senate and assembly are combined. - 9 There were several vpappar«i« at 

We find Sfjnot in inscriptions, and on Athens. Some of them were state- 

coins, also hucAi)<ris. The senate is officers of high importance, 
sometimes called fiovMi, sometimes 10 The first coin described in Mr. 

... ,, _ , Akermao’s paper exhibits to us the 

° nor lUnstratkma of the habit of same man as Ifruait and , 
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and no one was so likely to be able to calm and disperse an angry 
and excited multitude. (See Acts xix. 35-41). 

If we turn now from the city to the province of which it was the 
metropolis, we are under no perplexity as to its relation to the* 
imperial government. From cpins and from inscriptions, 1 from 
secular writers and Scripture itself (Acts xix. 38), wo learn that* 
Asia was a •proconsular province. 2 We shall not stay to consider 
the question which has been raised concerning the usage of tho 
plural in this passage of the Acts ; for it is not necessarily implied 
that more than one proconsul was in Ephesus at the time. 3 But 
another subject connected with the provincial arrangements requires 
a few words of explanation. The Roman citizens in a province 
were, in all legal matters, under the jurisdiction of the proconsul ; 
and for the convenient administration of justice, the whole country 
was divided into* districts, each of which had its own assize town 
{forum or convent us ). 4 * Tfce proconsul, at stated seasons, made a 
circuit through these districts, attended by his interpreter (for all 
legal business in the Empire was conducted in Latin), 3 and those 
who had subjects of ligitation, or other cases requiring the observ¬ 
ance of legal forms, brought them before him or the judges whom 
he might appoint. Thus Pliny, after the true Roman spirit, in his 
geographical description of the Empire, is always in the habit of 
mentioning the assize-towns, and the extent of the shires which 
surrounded them. In the province of Asia ho takes especial notice 
of Sardis, Smyrna, and Ephesus, and enumerates the various towns 
which brought their causes to be tried at these cities. The official 
visit of the proconsul to Ephesus was necessarily among the most 
important; and the town-clerk, in referring to the presence of the 
proconsuls, could remind his fellow-citizens in tho same breath 
that it was the very time of tho assizes (txy»f>uwi uyovrm, Acts 
xix. 38). 6 

We have no information as to the time of the year 7 at which the 


1 See, for instance, the coin, p. 433, 
and the inscription opposite p. 425. 

* See the account of this province in 
Chap. VIII., pp. 182-185. 

3 ‘There are deputies (proconsuls).’ 

It is enough to suppose that wo have 
here simply the generic plural, as in 
Matt. ii. 20. In the Syriac version 
the word is in the singular. Some 
suppose that this was the time when 

the proconsulship was (so to speak) in 
commission under Celer and Alius, as 
mentioned by Tacitus {Ann. xiii. 1). 
A more probable conjecture is, that 
some of the governors of the neighbour¬ 
ing provinces, such as Achaia, Cilicia, 
Cyprus, Bithynia, Pamphylia, might 

be present at the public games. The 
governors of neighbouring provinces 
were in frequent communication with 
each other. See pp. 19, 20. 

‘ Convent** was-used both for the 
assize- town and the district to which 


its jurisdiction extended, it was also 
used to denote the actual meeting for 
the assizes. 

3 See pp. 2 and 20. 

6 We are not, however, absolutely 
forced to assume that the assizes were 
taking place at this particular time. 
See the note of Canon Wordsworth, 
who gives the substance of the whole 
passage thus : ‘ Assizc-dayg or court- 
days come round, and Proconsuls at¬ 
tend, before whom the cause may be 
tried.’ The phrase a’yopsiovt 

aytiv is equivalent to Ctesar's conventut 
agere, and Cicero’s forum agere. We 
find the sairw Greek phrase in Strabo. 

7 We And Oesar in Gaul holding 
the conventut in winter; but this was 
probably because he was occupied with 
military proceedings in the summer, 
and need not be regarded as a precedent 
for other provincea. 
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Ephesian assizes were held. If the meeting took place in spring, 
they might then be coincident with the great gathering which took 
place at the celebration of the national games. It seems that the 
«ancient festival of the United Ionians had merged into that which 
was held in honour of the Ephesian Diana. 1 The whole month of 
'May was consecrated to the glory of the goddess; and the month 
itself received from her the name of Artemision. The Artemisian 
festival was not simply an Ephesian ceremony, but was fostered by 
the“Bympathy and enthusiasm of all the surrounding neighbourhood. 
As the Temple of Diana was called ‘ the Temple of Asia,’ so this 
gathering was called ‘ the common meeting of Asia.’ a From the 
towns on the coast and in the interior, the Ionians came up with 
their wives and children to witness the gymnastic and musical 
contests, and to enjoy the various amusements, which made the 
days and nights of May one long scene of revelry.' To preside over 
these games, to provide the necessary expenses, and to see that duo 
order was maintained, annual officers were appointed by election 
from the whole province. About the time of the vernal equinox 
each of the principal towns within the district called Asia chose 
one of its wealthiest citizens, and, from the whole number thus re¬ 
turned, ten were finally selected to discharge the duty of A fdarchs. 3 
We find similar titles in use in the neighbouring provinces, and read, 
in books or on inscriptions and coins, of Bithyninrchs, Galatarehs, 
Lyciarchs, and Syriarchs. But the games of Asia and Ephesus 
were pre-eminently famous ; and those who held there the office of 
‘ Presidents of the Games ’ were men of high distinction and 
extensive influence. Receiving no emolument from their office, but 
being required rather to expend large sums for the amusement of 
the people and their own credit, 4 they were necessarily persons of 
wealth. Men of consular rank were often willing to receive the 
appointment, and it was held to enhance the honour of any other 
magistracies with which they might be invested. They held for 
the time a kind of sacerdotal position ; and, when robed in mantles 
of purple and crowned with garlands, they assumed the duty of 
regulating the great gymnastic contests, and controlling the tumul¬ 
tuary crowd in the theatre, they might literally be called the ‘ Chief 
of Asia ’ (Acts xix. 31). 

* What the festival of Delos was for have been assessors of the chief Asi- 
the islands, the Panionian festival was arch, or else tnose to be meant who 
for the mainland. But Ephesus seems had held the office in previous years 
ultimately to have absorbed and con- and retained the title, like the High 
centrated this celebration. These Priest at Jerusalem. Among the 
games were called Artemisia, Ephesia, Ephesian incriptlons one is given 
and (Ecumenica. opposite p. 425, containing the words 

1 We find this expressed on coins. Anarch and Town-clerk. ‘ Twice A*i- 
In inscriptions the temple appears as arch’ appears on a coin of Hypressa, 
‘ the temple of Asia.’ represented in Ak. Warn. III. p. 51. 

a ’Avioaxai, Acts xix., translated . 4 Compare the case at those who 
‘ Chief of Ana ’ in the A. V. From dischargkl the state-services or Ktur- 
what is said in Eusebius (H. E. hr. 16) gies at Athens. Such was often the 
of one Aslarch presiding at the martyr- position of the Roman tediles : and 
dom of Polycarp, it has been needlessly the same may bp said of the county 
supposed that in this passage of the sheriffs in England. 

Acts we are to consider all but one to 
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These notices of the topography and history of Ephesus, of its 
religious institutions, and political condition under the Empire, 
may serve to clear the way for the narrative which we must now 
pursue. We resume the history at the twenty-second verse of the* 
nineteenth chapter of the Acts, where we are told of a continued 
stay 1 in Asia after the burning of the books of the magicians.* 
St. Paul was indeed looking forward to a journey through Macedonia 
and Ach&ia, and ultimately to Jerusalem and Koine (ver. 21) ; and 
in anticipation of his departure he had sent two of his companions 
into Macedonia before him (ver. 22). The events which had pre¬ 
viously occurred have already shown us the great effects which his 
preaching had produced both among the Jews and Gentiles. 3 And 
those which follow show us still more clearly how wide a ‘ door ’ 4 
had been thrown open to the progress of the Gospel. The idolatrous 
practices of Ephesus were so far endangered, that the interests of 
one of the prevalent trades of the place were seriously affected ; and 
meanwhile St. Paul’s character had risen so high, as to obtain in¬ 
fluence over some of the wealthiest and most powerful personages in 
the province. The scene which follows is entirely connected with 
the religious observances of the city of Diana. The Jews 3 fall into 
the background. Both the danger and safety of the Apostle originate 
with the Gentiles. 

It seems to have been the season of spring when the occurrences 
took place which are related by St. Luke at the close of the nine¬ 
teenth chapter. 8 We have already seen that he purposed to stay at 
Ephesus ‘ till Pentecost; ’ 7 and it has been stated that May wns 
the ‘ month of Diana,’ in which the great religious gathering took 
place to celebrate the games. 8 If this also was the season of the pro¬ 
vincial assize (which, as we have seen, is by no means improbable), 
the city would be crowded with various classes of people. Doubtless 
thbse who employed themselves in making the portable shrines of 
Diana expected to drive a brisk trade at such a time ; and when 
they found that the sale of these objects of superstition was seriously 
diminished, and that the preaching of St. Paul was the cause of their 
merchandise being depreciated, ‘ no small tumult arose concerning 
that way’ in which the new teacher was leading his disciples (ver. 
23). A certain Demetrius, a master-manufacturer in the craft, 
summoned together his workmen, along with other artisans who were 
occupied in trades of the same kind—(among whom we may 
perhaps reckon ‘ Alexander the coppersmith ’ (2 Tim. iv. 14), 
against whom the Apostle warned Timothy at a later period),— 
and addressed to them an inflammatory speech. It is evident that 
St. Paul, though he had made no open and calumnious attack on the 
divinities of the place, as was admitted below (ver. 37), had said 
something like what he had said at Athens, that we ought not to 


1 ‘ He himself stayed in Asia for a 
season.’ 

* Belated above. Acts xlx. 18-20. 

* See Chap. XIV. 

1 1 Cor.xvi. 9. 

* Vet it seems that the Jews never 
ceased front their secret machinations. 


In the address at Miletus (xx. 19), S 
Paul speaks especially of the templa- 
tions which befell him by the * lying in 
wait of the J ewe. 1 

8 vv. 21-41. 

i See the end of the preceding 
chapter. 8 See above. 


GO 
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suppose that the deity is ‘ like gold or silver carved with ifce'Jart 
and device of man ’ (Acts xvii. 29), and that ‘ they are rift gods 
that are made with hands ’ (ver. 26). Such expressions, added tp the 
failure in the profits of those who were listeSiing, gave sufficient 
materials for an adroit and persuasive speech. Demetrius appealed 
first to the interest of his hearers,* and then to their fanaticism.* 
He told them that their gains were in danger of being lost—and, 
besides this, that 1 * the temple of the great goddess Diana’ (to which 
we San imagine him pointing as he spoke 3 * * * ) was in danger of being 

_ : J .. 3 ..A. „ T--a. I, „ • i*_ ^ j; _ _ •_ 


highest veneration. Such a speech i 
not be lost, when thrown like fire on such inflammable materials. 
The infuriated feeling of the crowd of assembled artisans broke out 
at once into a cry in honour of the divine patron ’of their city and 
their craft,—‘ Great is Diana of the Ephesians.’" 

The excitement among this important and influential class of 
operatives was not long in spreading through the whole city. 7 The 
infection seized upon the crowds of citizens and strangers; and a 
general rush was made to the theatre, the most obvious place of 
assembly. 8 On their way, they seem to have been foiled in the 
attempt to lay hold of the person of Paul, 9 though they hurried with 
them into the theatre two of the companions of his travels, Oaius 
and Aristarchus, whose home was in Macedonia. 10 A sense of the 


danger of his companions, and a fearless zeal for the truth, urged 
St. Paul, so soon as this intelligence reached him, to hasten to the 
theatre and present himself before the people ; but the Christian 
disciples used all their efforts to restrain him. Perhaps their anxious 
solicitude might have been unavailing 11 on this occasion, as it was 
on one occasion afterwards, 11 had not other influential friends inter¬ 
posed to preserve his safety. And now was seen the advantage 
which is secured to a righteous cause by the upright character and 
unflinching zeal of its leading champion. Some of the Asiarchs,’ 3 


1 See vv. 25, 26. a See ver. 27. 

* See what is said above on the posi¬ 
tion of the Temple. It would probably 
be visible from the neighbourhood of 
the Agora, where we may suppose 
Demetnus to have harangued the 
workmen. 

4 ver. 27. Compare vv. 10 and 26; 
also 1 Cor. xvi. 19. See pp. 870, 371. 

3 ‘The world,’ ver. 27. Compare the 
town-clerk’s words below, ver. 35. 

8 In an inscription which contains 
the words ypannertvs and ou-06iraro«, 
we find special mention of ‘ the great 
goddess Liana before tht city,' and 

extracts might be given from ancient 

authors to the same effect. In illus¬ 

tration of this latter phrase, compare 

what has heen said of the Lystrian 

Jupiter, p. 150. 

’ ver. 29. 8 See above, p. 421 • 

* Something of the same kind seems 


to have happened as at Tliessalonica 
(Acts xvii. 5, 6), when the Jews sought 
in vain for Paid and Silas in the house 
of Jason, and therefore dragged the host 
ami.some of the other Christians before 
the magistrates. Perhaps the house of 
Aquila and Priscilla may have been a 
Christian home to the Apostle at Ephe¬ 
sus, like Jason's house at Thessalonica. 
See Acts xviii. 18, 26, with 1 Cor. xvi. 
19 ; and compare Rom. xvi. 8,4, where 
they are said to have ‘ laid doum their 
necks ’ for St, Paul’s life. 

10 The Greek word is the same in 
Acts xix. 29, and 2 Cor. viii. 19. See 
what is said above of these companions 
of St. Paul, p. 862. 

11 The imperfect (ver. 80) simply ex¬ 
presses the attempt. 

** See Acts xxL 18. 

18 For the office of the Asiarchs, see 
above, p. 428. 



• Tumult in the Theatre. 

vrh«im£ converted to Christianity or not, had a friendly feeling 
to-wjSfsthe Apostlja; and well knowing the passions of an Ephesian 
mqjb jfhen excite d at^e of the festivals of Asia, they sent an urgent 
message to him to prevent him from venturing into the scene of dis¬ 
order and;danger. 1 Thus he reluctantly consented to remain in, 
privacy, while the mob crowded violently into the theatre, filling 
the stone seats, tier above tier, and rending the air with their oon- 
fused and fanatical cries. 2 , 

It was indeed a scene of confusion; and never perhaps was the 
character of a mob more simply and,graphieally expressed, than when 
it is said, that ‘ the majority knew not why they were come to¬ 
gether’ (ver. 32). At length an attempt was made to bring the 
expression of some articulate words before the assembly. This 
attempt came from the Jews, who seem to have been afraid lest 
they should be implicated in the odium which had fallen on the 
Christians. By no means .unwilling to injure the Apostle’s cause, 
they were yet anxious to clear themselves, and therefore they ‘ put 
Alexander forward ’ to make an apologetic speech 3 to the multitude. 
If this man was really, as we have suggested, ‘Alexander the 
coppersmith,’he might naturally be expected to have influence with 
Demetrius and his fellow-craftsmen. But when he stood up and 
‘ raised his hand ’* to invite silence, he was recognised immediately 
by the multitude as a Jew. It was no time for making distinctions 
between Jews and Christians j and one simultaneous cry arose from 
every mouth, ‘ Great is Diana of the Ephesians ;' and this cry con¬ 
tinued for two hours. 

The excitement of an angry multitude wears out after a time, and 
a period of reaction comes, when they are disposed to listen to words 
of counsel and reproof. And, whether we consider the official position 
of the ‘ Town-clerk,’ or the character of the man as indicated by 
his speech, we may confidently say that no one in the city was so 


1 ver. 81. The danger in which St. Paul 
was really placed, as well as other points 
in the sacred narrative, is illustrated 
by the account of Polycarp’s martyr¬ 
dom. ‘ The proconsul, observing Poly¬ 
carp filled with confidence and joy, and 
his countenance brightened with grace, 
was astonished, and sent the herald to 
proclaim, in the middle oi the stadium, 
“ Polycarp confesses that he is a Chris¬ 
tian." When this was declared by the 
herald, all the multitude, Gentiles and 
Jews, dwelling at Smyrna, cried out, 
“ This is that teacher of Asia, the fath er 
of the Christians, the destroyer of our 
gods; he that teaches multitudes not 
to sacrifice, not to worship.” Saying 
this, they cried out, and asked Philip 
the Aslarch to let a lion loose upon 
Polycarp.’ £useb. IT. E. iv. 16. 

* • Some cried one thing and some 
another,’ ver. 82. An allusion has been 
made (p. 105) to the peculiar form 
of Greek theatres, in the account of 


Herod’s death at Caesarea. From the 
elevated position of the theatre at 
Ephesus, we may imagine that many 
of the seats must have commanded an 
extensive view of the city and the plain, 
including the Temple of Diana. 

a Our view of the purpose for which 
Alexander was put forward will depend 
upon whether we consider him to have 
been a Jew, or a Christian, or a rene¬ 
gade from Christianity. It is most 
natural to suppose that he was a Jew, 
that the Jews were alarmed by the 
tumult and anxious to clear themselves 
from blame, and to show they had 
nothing to do with 8t. Paul. As a 
Jew, Alexander would be recognised as 
an enemy to idolatry, and naturally 
the crowd would not near him. 

4 The phrase is not quite identical 
with that used of St. Paul (Acts xiit. 
16, xxl. 40), and of St. Peter (Acts xii. 
17). See the remarks already made 
on the former passage. 
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well suited to appease this Ephesian mob. The speech is a pattern 
of candid argument and judicious tact. He first allays the fanatical 
passions of his listeners by this simple appeal :* ‘ Is it not known 
everywhere that this city of the Ephesians is Neocoros of the great 
u goddess Diana and of the image that came down from the sky?’ 
The contradiction of a few insignificant Btrangers could not affect 
what was notorious in all the world. Then he bids them remember 
that Paul and his companions had not been guilty of approaching or 
profaning the temple,' 4 or of outraging the feelings of the Ephesians 
by calumnious expressions againqt the goddess.® And then he turns 
from the general subject to the case of Demetrius, and points out 
that the remedy for any injustice was amply provided by the assizes 
which were then going on,—or by an appeal to the proconsul. And 
reserving the most efficacious argument to the last, he reminded them 
that such an uproar exposed the city of Ephesus to the displeasure 
of the Homans : for, however great were the liberties allowed to an 
ancient and loyal city, it was well known to the whole population, 
that a tumultuous meeting which endangered the public peace would 
never be tolerated. So, having rapidly brought his arguments to 
a climax, he tranquillised the whole multitude and pronounced the 
technical words which declared the assembly dispersed. (Acts xix. 
41.) The stone seats were gradually emptied. The uproar ceased 
(ib. xx. 1), and the rioters separated to their various occupations and 
amusements. 

Thus God used the eloquence of a Greek magistrate to protect 
His servant, as before He had used the right of Roman citizenship 
(p. 240), and the calm justice of a Roman governor (p. 329). And, 
as in the oases of Philippi and Corinth, 4 the narrative of St. 
Paul’s sojourn at Ephesus concludes with the notice of a deli¬ 
berate and affectionate farewell. The danger was now over. With 
gratitude to that Heavenly Master who had watched over his life 
and his works, and with a recognition of that love of his fellow- 
Christians and that favour of the ‘ Chief of Asia,’ which had been 
the instruments of his safety, he gathered together the disciples 
(Acts xx. 1), and in one last affectionate meeting—most probably 
. in the school of Tyrannus—he gave them his farewell salutations, 
and commended them to the grace of God, and parted from them 
with tears. 

This is the last authentic account which we possess,—if we 
except the meeting at Miletus (Acts xx.),—of any personal connec¬ 
tion of St. Paul with Ephesus ; for although we think it may be 
inferred from the Pastoral Epistles that he visited the metropolis of 
Asia again at a later period, yet we know nothing of the circum¬ 
stances of the visit, and even its occurrence has been disputed. The 
other historical associations of Christianity with this city are con¬ 
nected with a different Apostle and a later period of the Church. 
Legend has been busy on this scene of apostolic preaching and 
suffering. Without attempting to unravel what is said concerning 

} For the Nrocorate of Ephesus and -fortunate. Widif has, more correctly, 
its notoriety, see above, p. 426. ‘ sacrilegious.’ 

3 The rendering in the Authorised * ‘ Blasphemers of your goddess.’ 
Version, ‘robbers of churches,’ is un- 4 Acts xvi. 40, xviii. 18. 
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others who have lived and died at Ephesus, 1 * * 4 * * * we are allowed to 
believe that the robber-haunts 9 in the mountains around have 
witnessed some passages in the life of St. John, that he spent the 
last year of the first century in this ‘ metropolis of the Asiatic • 
Churches,’* and that his body rests among the sepulchres of Mount 
Prion. Here we may believe that the Gospel and Epistles were* 
written, which teach us that ‘ love ’ is greater than ‘ faith and hope’ 
(1 Cor. xiii. 13); and here,—though the ‘candlestick’ is removed, 
according to the prophetic word (Rev. ii. 5),—a monument tyet 
survives, in the hill strewn with the ruins of many centuries/ of him 
who was called ‘John the Theologian,’ because he emphatically 
wrote of the ‘ Divinity of our Lord.’ 



Coin of Ephesus.* 


1 It is said that Timothy died at 
Ephesus, and was buried, like St.John, 
on Mount Prion. It lias been thought 
better to leave in reverent silence all 
that has been traditionally said con¬ 
cerning the mother of our Hle.-sed 
Lord. 

9 Euseb. H. E. iii. 23, which shpuld 
be compared with 2 Cor. xi. 20. See 
p. 129. 

* Stanley’s Sermons, See. on the Apo¬ 
stolic Age,’p. 250. See the whole ser¬ 
mon, and the essay which follows if, 

4 Ayasaluk. Seeabove, p. 421, n. 10. 

For the meaning of the term ‘ Theolo¬ 

gian,’ or ‘Divine,’ as applied to St. 

John, see Stanley’s Sermons, p. 271. 


6 From Ak. Num. III. p. 65. This 
coin is peculiarly interesting for many 
reasons. It has a representation of the 
temple, and the portrait mid name of 
Nero, who was now reigning; and it 
exhibits the words eruHtipos (Actsxix.) 
and dr>e«'iraiof (ib.). The name of the 
Proconsul is Aviola. It is far from 
impossible that he might hold that 
office while St. Paul was at Ephesus 
(i.e. from the autumn of 54 to the 
spring of 57). We leam from Seneca, 
Tacitus, and Suetonius, that a member 
of the same family w as consul in the 
year 54, when Claudius died, and. Nero 
became emperor. 
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CHAPTER XVTL 


St. Paul at Troas.—He passes over to Macedonia.—Causes of his Dejection.— 
He meets Titus at Philippi.—Writer the Second Epistle to the Corinthians .— 
Collection for the poor Christians in Judsea.—Liberality of the Macedonians. 
—Titus;—Journey by lUyricum to Greece. 


After his mention of the affectionate parting between St. Paul and 
the Christians of Ephesus, St. Luke tells us very little of the 
Apostle’s proceedings during a period of nine or ten months;—that 
is, from the early summer® of the year a.d. 57 to the spring of 
a.d. 58.' All the information which we find in the Acts concerning 
this period, is comprised in the following words :—‘ He departed to 
go into Macedonia, and when he had gone over those parts, and had 
given them much exhortation, he came into Greece, and there abode 
three months.’ 3 Were it not for the information supplied by the 
Epistles, thiB is all we should have known of a period which was, 
intellectually at least, the most active and influential of St. Paul’s 
career. These letters, however, supply us with many additional 
incidents belonging to this epoch of his life ; and, what is more 
important, they give us a picture drawn by his own hand of his 
state of mind during an anxious and critical season ; they bring 
him before us in his weakness and in his strength, in his sorrow 
and in his joy; they show the causes of his dejection and the source 
of his consolation. 

In the first place, we thus learn what we should* d priori, have 
expected,—that he visited Alexandria Troas on his way from 
Ephesus to Macedonia. In all probability he travelled from the one 
citv to the other by sea, as we know he did 3 on his return in the 
following year. Indeed, in countries in such a stage of civilisation, 
the safest and most expeditious route from one point of the coast to 
another, is generally by water rather than by land ; 4 for the ‘perils 
in the sea,’though greater in those times tharf in ours, yet did not 
so frequently impede the voyager, as the ‘ perils of rivers ’ and 
‘ perils of robbers ’ which beset the traveller by land. 

We are not informed who were St. Paul’s companions in this 


1 The date of the vear is according 
to the calculations of Wieseler, of which 
we shall say more when w^come to the 
period upon which they are founded. 
The season at which he left Ephesus is 
ascertained by St. Paul’s own words 
(1 Con xvi. 8) compared with Acts 
| The time of his leaving Corinth 
i-retum appears from Acta, xx. 6. 
i xx. 1-8. 


3 Except the small space from Troas 
to Assos by land. Acts xx. 18, 14. 

4 At the same time it should be re¬ 
membered that this was the most popu¬ 
lous part of one of the most peaceful 
provinces, and that one of the great 
rpads passed by Smyrna and Fergamus 
between Ephesus and Troas. A de¬ 
scription of the country will be found 
in Fellows* Asia Minor, chap. i. and iL 
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journey; but as we find that Tychicus and Trophimus (both 
Ephesians) were with him at Corinth (Acts xx. 4) during the same 
apostolic progress, and returned thence in his company, it seems 
probable that they accompanied him at his departure. We find both 
of them remaining faithful to him through all the calamities which* 
followed; both exerting themselves in his service, and executing hi% 
orders to the last; both mentioned as his friends and followers, 
almost with his dying breath. 1 

In such company, St. Paul came to Alexandria Troas. We have 
already described the position and character of this city, whenoe the 
Apostle of the Gentiles had set forth when first he left Asia to fulfil 
his mission,—the conversion of Europe. At that time, his visit 
seems to have been very short, and no results of it are recorded ; 
but now he remained for a considerable time ; he had meant to stay 
long enough to .lay the foundation of a Church (see 2 Cor. ii. 12), 
and would have remained still longer than he did, had it not been 
for the non-arrival of Titus, whom he had sent to Corinth from 
Ephesus either with or soon after theTFirst Epistle. The object of 
his mission 3 was connected with the great collection now going on 
for the Hebrew Christians at Jerusalem, but he was also enjoined 
to enforce the admonitions of St. Paul upon the Church of Corinth, 
and endeavour to defeat the efforts of their seducers ; and then to 
return with a report of their conduct, and especially of the effoct 
upon them of the recent Epistle. Titus was desired to come through 
Macedonia, and to rejoin St. Paul (probably) at Troas, where the 
latter had intended to arrive shortly after Pentecost ; but now that 
he was forced to leave Ephesus prematurely, he had resolved to 
wait for Titus at Troas, expecting, however, his speedy arrival. In 
this expectation he was disappointed ; week after week passed, but 
Titus came not. The tidings which St. Paul expected by him were 
of the deepest interest ; it was to be hoped that he would bring 
news of the triumph of good over evil at Corinth : yet it might be 
otherwise ; the Corinthians might have forsaken the faith of their 
first teacher, and rejected his messenger. While waiting in this 
uncertainty, St. Paul appears to have suffered all the sickness of 
hope deferred. ‘ My spirit had no rest, because I found not Titus 
my brother.’ s Nevertheless, his personal anxiety did not prevent 
his labouring earnestly and successfully in his Master’s service. 
He ‘published the Glad-tidings of Christ’ 4 there as in other 

5 laces, probably pleaching as usual, in the first instance, to the 
ews in the synagogue. He met with a ready hearing ; ‘ a door 
was opened to him in the Lord.’ 5 And thus was laid the founda¬ 
tion of a Church which rapidly increased, and which we shall find 
him revisiting not long afterwards. At present, indeed, he was 
compelled to leave it prematurely ; for the necessity of meeting 


1 In the 2nd Epistle to Timothy. 
For Tychicus, see Acts xx. 4; Eph. vi. 
21 s Col. iv. 7 •, 2 Tim. iv. 12; Tit. iii. 
12. For Trophimus, see Acts xx. 4, 
Acts xxi. 29 1 2 Tim. iv. 20. 

* It is not impossible that Titus may 
have carried another letter to the Co- 


intliians f if so, it may be referred to 
n 2 Cor. ii. 3, and 2 Cor. viii. 8; pae- 
ioges which some have thought too 
itrong for the supposition that they 
>nly refer to the First Epistle, 
a 2 Cor. ii. 13. * 

4 2 Cor. ii. 12. * * Cor- & 18- 
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Titus, and learning the Btate of things at Corinth, urged him 
forward. He sailed, therefore, once more from Troas to Macedonia 
(a voyage already described 1 in our account of his former journey), 
and landing at Neapolis, proceeded immediately to Philippi. 2 

We might have supposed that the warmth of affection with which 
he was doubtless welcomed by his converts here, would have 
soothed the spirit of the Apostle, and restored his serenity. For, 
of all his converts, the Philipp ians seem to have been the most 
frea from fault, and the most attached to himself. In the Epistle 
which he wrote to them, we find no censure, and much praise ; and 
so zealous was their love for St. ‘Paul, that they alone (of all the 
Churches which he founded) forced him from the very beginning to 
accept their contributions for his support. Twice, while he was at 
Thessalonica, 3 immediately after their own conversion, they had 
sent relief to him. Again they did the same while he was at 
Corinth, 4 working for his daily bread in the manufactory of Aquila. 
And we shall find them afterwards cheering his Roman prison, by 
similar proofs of their loving remembrance. 5 We might suppose 
from this that they were a wealthy Church ; yet such a supposition 
is contradicted by the words of St. Paul, who tells us that ‘ in the 
heavy trial which had proved their stedfastness, the fulness of their 
joy had overflowed out of the depth of their poverty, in the richness 
of their liberality. ’ 0 In fact, they had been exposed to very severe 
persecution from the first. ‘ Unto them it was given,’ so St. Paul 
reminds them afterwards,—‘in the behalf of Christ, not only to 
believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake. ’ 7 Perhaps, already 
their leading members had been prosecuted under the Roman law 8 
upon the charge which proved so fatal in after times,—of propagat¬ 
ing a ‘ new and illegal religion ’ (religio nova et illicita) ; or, if this 
had not yet occurred, still it is obvious how severe must have been 
the loss inflicted by the alienation of friends and connections ; and 
this would be especially the case with the Jewish converts, such 
as Lydia, 9 who were probably the only wealthy members of the 
community, and whose sources of wealth were derived from the 

1 See Chap. IX. according to which the Second Epistle 

* Philippi (of which Neapolis was to the Corinthians was written from 
the port) was the first city of Macedonia Philippi, is correct, 
which lie would reach from Troas. 3 Phil. iv. 16. And see below, p. 
See pp. 221-223. The importance 468. ° 

of the Philippian Church would, of 4 2 Cor. xi. 9* The Macedonian con- 
courser cause St. Paul to halt there for tributions there mentioned must have 
some time, especially as his object was been from Philippi, because Philippi 
to make a general collection" for the was the only Church which at that 
poor Christians of Jerusalem. Hence time contributed to St. Paul’s support 
the scene of St. Paul’s grief and anxiety (Phil. iv. 15). 

(recorded, 2 Cor. vii. 5, as occurring 5 Phil. iv. 16. 
when he came into Macedonia ) must 8 2 Cor. viii. 2. 
have been Philippi; and the same 7 Phil. i. 29. 

place seems (from the next verse) to 8 It must be remembered that Pill- 

nave witnessed his consolation bv the lippi was a Colonia. 
coming of Titus. So (2 Cor. xi. 3) we 9 Lydia had been a Jewish proselvte 
find ‘ Macedonia’ used as equivalent before her conversion. [We cannot 
to Philippi (see note 4). We conclude, assume that she was a permanent resi- 
therefure, that the ancient l radii ion dent at Philippi. See Acts xvi. 14. H.] 
(embodied in the subscription of2'Cor.), 
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commercial relations which bound together the scattered Jews 
throughout the Empire. What they gave, therefore, was not out 
of their abundance, but out of their penury ; they did not grasp 
tenaciously at the wealth which was slipping from their hands, but 
they seemed eager to get rid of what still remained. They ‘ re¬ 
membered the words of the Lord Jesus how He said, It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’ St. Paul might have addressed 
them in the words spoken to some who were likeminded with them: 
—' Ye had compassion of me in my 1 II bonds, and took joyfully the 
spoiling of your goods, knowing that ye have in heaven a better 
and an enduring substance.’ 

Such were the zealous and loving friends who now embraced their 
father in the faith; yet the warmth of their welcome did not dispel 
the gloom which hung over his spirit; although amongst them 1 ho 
found Timotheus Also, his ‘ beloved son in the Lord,’ the most 
endeared to him of all his converts and companions. The wholo 
tone of the Second Episthfto Corinth shows the depression under 
which he was labouring; and he expressly tells the Corinthians that 
this state of feeling lasted, not only at Troas, but also after he 
reached Macedonia. ‘When first I came into Macedonia,’ ho says, 
‘ my flesh had no rest ; without were fightings, within were fears.’ 
And this had continued until ‘ God, who comforts them that are 
cast down, comforted me by the coming of Titus.’ 

It has been sometimes supposed that this dejection was oc¬ 
casioned by an increase of the chronic malady under which St. Paul 
suffered ; s and it seems not unlikely that this cause may have 
contributed to the result. He speaks much, in the Epistle written 
at this time from Macedonia, of the frailty of his bodily health 
(2 Cor. iv. 7 to 2 Cor. v. 10, and also 2 Cor. xii. 7-9, and see note 
on 2 Cor. i. 8) ; and, in a very affecting passage, he describes the 
earnestness with which he had besought his Lord to tako from him 
this ‘ thorn in the flesh,’—-this disease which continually impeded 
his efforts, and shackled his energy. We can imagine how severe a 
trial to a man of his ardent temper such a malady must have been. 
Yet this alone would scarcely account for his continued depression, 
especially after the assurance ho had received, that the grace of 


I Or ‘on those in bonds,' if we adopt 

the reading of the host MSS. See u»>te 
on Heb. x. 34. • 

II This we infer because Timotheus 
was with him when he began to write 
the Second Epistle to Corinth (2 Cor. i. 
1 ), which (for the reasons mentioned 
in p. 436, n. 2) we believe to have been 
written at Philippi. Now Timotheus 
bad been despatched on some commis¬ 
sion into Macedonia shortly before 
Easter, and St. Paul had then expected 
(but thought it doubtful) that he would 
reach Corinth and return thence to 
Ephesus; and that lie would reach it 
after the reception at Corinth of the 
First Epistle to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 
xvi. 10,11). This, however, Timotheus 


seems not to have done ; for it was 
Titus, not Timotheus, who brought to 
St. Paul the first tidings of the recep¬ 
tion of the First Epistle at Corinth 
(2 Cor. vii. 6-11). Also, had Timo¬ 
theus readied Corinth, he would have 
been mentioned, 2 Cor. xii. 18. Hence 
it would appear that Timotheus must 
have lieen retained in Macedonia. 

3 We need not notice the hypothesis 
that Kt. Paul’s long-continued dejection 
was caused bf the danger which he in¬ 
curred on the day of the tumult in the 
theatre at Ephesus ; a supposition most 
unworthy of the character of him who 
sustained such innumerable perils of a 
more deadly character with unshrink¬ 
ing fortitude. 
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Christ was sufficient for him,—that the vessel of clay 1 * * was not too 
fragile for the Master’s work,—that the weakness of his body would 
but the more manifest the strength of God’s Spirit.* The real 
weight which pressed upon him was the ‘ care of all the Churches; ’ 
the real cause of his grief was the danger which now threatened the 
1 souls of his converts, not in Corinth only, or in Galatia, but every¬ 
where throughout the Empire. We have already described the 
nature of this danger, and seen its magnitude : we have seen how 
cmtical was the period through which the Christian Church was now 
passing.* The true question (which St. Paul was enlightened to 
comprehend) was no less than this ;—whether the Catholic Church 
should be dwarfed into a Jewish sect; whether the religion of 
spirit and of truth should be supplanted by the worship of letter 
and of form. The struggle at Corinth, the result of which he was 
now anxiously awaiting, was only one out of many similar struggles 
between Judaism 4 * and Christianity. These were the ‘ fightings 
without ’ which filled him with ‘ feats within ; ’ these were the 
agitations which ‘gave hifc flesh no rest,’ and ‘troubled him on 
every side. 6 

At length the long-expected Titus arrived at Philippi, and 
relieved the anxiety of his master by better tidings than he had 
hoped to hear. 6 The majority of the Corinthian Church had sub¬ 
mitted to the injunctions of St. Paul, and testified the deepest 
repentance for the sins into which they had fallen. They had 
passed sentence of excommunication upon the incestuous person, 
and they had readily contributed towards the collection for the 
poor Christians of Palestine. But there was still a minority, whose 
opposition seems to have been rather embittered than humbled by 
the submission which the great body of the Church had thus yielded. 
They proclaimed, in a louder and more contemptuous tone than 
ever, their accusations against the Apostle. They charged him 
with craft in his designs, and with selfish and mercenary motives ; 
—a charge which they probably maintained by insinuating that he 
was personally interested in the great collection which he was 
raising. We have seen 1 what scrupulous care St. Paul took to 


1 See 2 Cor. iv. 7. 

• 2 Cor. xii. 7-9. 

» pp. 846-360. 

4 That the great opponents of St. 
Paul at Corinth were Judaising emis¬ 
saries, we have endeavoured to prove 
beloW: at the same time a complication 
was given to the struggle at Corinth 
by the existence of another element of 
error in the free-thinking party, whose 
theoretic defence of their practical im¬ 
morality we have already noticed. 

'•*’ 2 Cor. vii. 6. ' 

* Wieseler is of opinion that before 
the coming of Titus St. Paul had al¬ 
ready resolved to send another letter to 
the Corinthians, perhaps by those two 
brethren who travelled with Titus soon 
after, bearing the Second £pistie; and 


that he wrote as far as the 2nd verse 
of the 7th chapter of the Second Epistle 
to* the Corinthians before the appear¬ 
ance of Titue. He infers this from the 
change of tone which takes place at 
this point, and from St. Paul’s return¬ 
ing to topics which, in the earlier por¬ 
tion of the Epistle, he appeared to have 
dismissed; and from the manner in 
which the arrival of Titus is mentioned 
at 2 Cor. vii. 4-7. On this hypothesis 
some other person from Corinth must 
have brought intelligence of the first 
impression produced on the Corinthians 
by the Epistle which had just reached 
them ; and Titus conveyed the further 
tidings of their subsequent conduct 
7 1 Cor. xvi. 3. 
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keep his integrity in this matter above every shade of suspicion ; 
and we shall find still farther proof of this as we prooeed. Mean¬ 
while it is obvious how singularly inconsistent this accusation was, 
in the mouths of those who eagerly maintained that Paul oould be , 
no true Apostle, because he aid not- demand support from the * 
Churches which he founded. The same opponents accused him* 
likewise of egregious vanity, and of cowardly weakness ; they de¬ 
clared that he was continually threatening without striking, and 
promising without performing ; always on his way to Corinth, hut 
never venturing to come ; and that he was as vacillating in his 
teaching as in his practice ; refusing circumcision to Titus, yet 
circumcising Timothy; a Jew among the Jews, and a Gentile among 
the Gentiles. 

It is an important question, to which of the divisions of the 
Corinthian Church these obstinate opponents of St. Paul belonged. 
From the notices of them given by St. Paul himself, it seems certain 
that they were Judaisers (See 2 Cor. xi. 22) ; and still further, that 
they were of the Christine section of that party (see 2 Cor. xi, 7). _ It 
also appears that they were headed by an emissary from Palestine 
(2 Cor. xi. 4), who had brought letters of commendation from some 
members of the Church at .Jerusalem, 1 * and who boasted of his pure 
Hebrew descent, and his especial connection with Christ Himself. 11 
St. Paul calls him a false apostle, a minister of Satan disguised as a 
minister of righteousness, and hints that he was actuated by corrupt 
motives. He seems to have behaved at Corinth with extreme 
arrogance, and to have succeeded, by his overbearing conduct, in 
impressing his partisans with a conviction of his importance, and of 
the truth of his pretensions. 3 They contrasted his confident bearing 
with the timidity and self-distrust which had been shown by 
St. Paul. 4 And they even extolled his personal advantages over 
those of their first teacher ; comparing his rhetoric with Paul’s 
inartificial speech, his commanding appearance with the insignifi¬ 
cance of Paul’s ‘ bodily presence.’ 5 

Titus, having delivered to St. Paul this mixed intelligence of the 
state of Corinth, was immediately directed to return thither (in 
company with two deputies specially elected to take charge of their 
contribution by the Macedonian Churches), 0 in order to continue 
the business of the collection. St. Paul made him the bearer of 
another letter, which is addfessed (still more distinctly than the 
First Epistle), not tcf Corinth only, but to all the Churches in the 
whole province of Achaia, including Athens and Cenchrese, and 
perhaps also Sicyon, Argo-s, Megara, Patrae, and other neighbouring 
towns; all of which probably shared more or less in the agitation 
which so powerfully affected the Christian community at Corinth. 
The twofold character 7 of this Epistle is easily explained by the 


1 See 2 Cor. iii. I. It may safely 
be assumed that Jerusalem was the 

head-quarters of the Judaising party, 
from whence their emissaries were de¬ 
spatched. Compare Gal. ii. 12 ; Acts 
xv. 1, and xxi. 20. 

3 See 2 Cor. xi. 22. 


s See 2 Cdh xi. 18-20, and the note 
here. 

4 1 Cor. il. 8. 

6 Seenotes on 2 Cor. viU. 18, 22. 

7 This twofold character jieivauea 
the whole Kpwtle ; it is incorrect to any 
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existence of the majority and minority which we have described in 
the Corinthian Church. Towards the former the Epistle overflows 
with love; towards the latter it abounds with warning and menace. 
r The purpose of the Apostle was to encourage and tranquillise the 
great body of the Church; but, at the same time, he was constrained 
to maintain his authority against those who persisted in despising 
the commands of Christ delivered by his mouth. It was needful, 
also, that he should notice their false accusations; and that (un¬ 
deterred by the charge of vanity which they brought ), 1 he should 
vindicate his apostolic character by a statement of facts, and a 
threat of punishment to be inflicted on the contumacious. With 
these objects, he wrote as follows :— 


SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS.* 


salutation. Paul, an Apostlo of Jesus Christ by the will of God, i. 

and Timotheus the Brother, TO THE CHURCH 
OP GOD WHICH IS IN CORINTH, AND 
TO ALL THE SAINTS THROUGHOUT 
THE WHOLE PROVINCE OF ACHAIA. 


Grace be unto you and peace, from God our 2 
Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ. 

toiw.'dfiivii- 8 - Thanks be to God the Father of our Lord Jesus 3 
great daneer Christ, the father of compassion, and the God of all 
auUrAaUL comfort, who consoles me 8 in all my tribulation, 4 


(as has been often said) that the por¬ 
tion before chap. x. is addressed to the 
obedient section of the Church, and 
that after chap. x. to the disobedient. 
Polemical passages occur throughout 
the earlier portion also; see i. 15-17, 
ii. 17, iii. 1, v. 12, &c. 

1 It is a curious fact, and marks the 
personal character of this Epistle, that 
the verb for 1 boast’ and its derivatives 
occur twenty-nine times in it, and only 
twenty-six times in all the other Epis¬ 
tles of St. Paul put together. 

* St. Paul has given us the following 
particulars to determine the date of 
this Epistle:— 

(1.) He had been exposed to great 
danger in Proconsular Asia, i.e. at 
Ephesus (2 Cor. i. 8). THis had hap¬ 
pened Acts xix. 28-41. 

(20 He had come thence to Troas, 
and (after some stay there) had passed 
over to Macedonia. This was the 
route he took. Acts xx. 1. 

(8.) He was In Macedonia at the 


time of writing (2 Cor. ix. 2, the verb 
is in the present tense), and intended 
(2 Cor. xiii. 1) shortly to visit Corinth. 
This was the course of his journey, 
Acts xx. 2. 

(4.) The same collection is going on 
which is mentioned in 1 Cor. See 2 
Cor. viii. 6, and 2 Cor. ix. 2; and 
which was completed during his three 
months’ visit to Corinth (Rom. xv. 26), 
and taken up to Jerusalem immediately 
after, Acts xxiv. 17. 

(5.) Some of the other topics men¬ 
tioned in 1 Cor. are again referred to, 
especially the punishment of the inces¬ 
tuous offender, in such a manner as to 
show that no long interval had elapsed 
since the first Epistle. 

r For the translation here, see the 
reasons given in the note on 1 Thess. i. 
2. It is evident here that St. Paul 
considers himself alone the writer, since 
Timotheus was not with him during 
the danger in Asia; and, moreover, he 
uses ‘I’ frequently, interchangeably 
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thereby enabling me to comfort those who are in any 
affliction, with the same comfort wherewith I am 
i. 5 myself comforted by God. For as the sufferings of 
Christ 1 have come upon me above measure, so by 
Christ also my consolation is above measuro multi- 

6 plied. But if, on the one hand, I am afflicted, it is 
for your oonsolation and salvation, (which works in 
you a firm endurance of the same sufferings which I 
also suffer; a so that my hope is stedfast on your be- 

7 half;) and if, on the other hand, I am comforted, it 
is for your consolation,® because I know that as you 
partake of my sufferings, so you partake also of my 

8 comfort. For, I would have you know, brethren, 
concerning the tribulation which befell me in the pro¬ 
vince of Asia, 4 that I tvas exceedingly pressed down 
by it beyond my strength to bear, so as to despair 

9 even of life. Nay, by my own self I was already 
doomed to death ; that I might rely no more upon 
myself, but upon God who raises the dead to life; 

10 who delivered me from a death so grievous, and does 
yet deliver me; in whom I have hope that He will 

11 still deliver me for the time to come ; you also helping 
me by your supplications for me, that thanksgivings 
may from many tongues be offered up on my behalf, 
for the blessing gained to me by many prayers.® 

12 For this is my boast, the testimony of my con- 
science, that I have dealt with the world, and above j*VibVc-ue»j- 
all with you, in godly honesty and singleness of mind,® in*. 


with ‘ we’ (see verse 23); and when he 
includes others in the ‘ we ’ he specifies 
it, as in verse 19. Sec, also, other 
proofs in the note on vi. 11. 

1 Compare Col. i. 24. 

* This is the order given by the MS. 
authorities. * 

3 Here we follow •Griesbach’a text, 
on the authority of the Alexandrian 
and other MSS., and on grounds of 
context. 

4 Jt has been questioned whether 
St. Paul here refers to the Ephesian 
tumult of Acts xix.; and it is urged 
that he was not then in danger of his 
life. But had he been found by the 
mob during the period of their excite¬ 
ment, there can be little doubt that he 
would have been torn to pieces, or per¬ 
haps thrown to wild beasts in the 
Arena; and it seems improbable that 
within so short a period he should 
again havejbeen exposed to peril of his 


life in the same place, and that nothing 
should have been raid of it in the Acts. 
Some commentators have held (and 
the view has been ablv advocated by 
Dean Alford) that St. Paul refers to a 
dangerous attack of illness. With this 
opinion we so far agree that we believe 
St. Paul to have been suffering from 
bodily illness when he wrote this 
Epistle. See the preliminary remarks 
above. St. Paul’s statement here that 
he was 4 self-doomed to death ’ certainly 
looks very like a reference to a very 
dangerous illness, in which he liad de¬ 
spaired of recovery. 

5 Literally, that from many persons 
the gift given to me by meant of many 
may have thankl returned for tt on my 
behalf. 

6 St. Paul here alludes to his oppo¬ 
nents, who accused him of dishonesty 
and inconsistency in his words and 
deeds. From what follows, it seems 
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not in the strength of carnal wisdom, but in the 
strength of God’s grace. For I write nothing else to i. 13 
you but what you read openly, 1 yea and what you 
acknowledge inwardly, and I hope that even to the 
end you will acknowledge, 2 as some of you 3 have 14 
already acknowledged, that I am your boast, even as 
you are mine, in the day of the Lord Jesus. 4 
Reuot for the And in this confidence it was my wish to come 15 
ShffraH™* first® to you, that [afterwards] you might have a 
r ' second benefit; and to go by you into Macedonia, 16 
and back again from Macedonia to you, and by you 
to be forwarded on my way to Judoea. Am I accused 17 
then of forming this purpose in levity and caprice ? 
or is my purpose carnal, to please all, by saying at 
once both yea and nay ? 6 Yet as God is faithful, my 18 
words to you are 7 no [deceitful] mixture of yea and 
nay. For when the Son of God, Jesus Christ, was 19 
proclaimed among you by us, (by me, I say, and 
Silvanus, and Timotheus,) in Him was found no 
wavering between yea and nay, but in Him was yea 
alone; for all the promises of God have in Him the 20 
yea [which seals their truth] ; wherefore also through 
Him the Amen [which acknowledges their fulfilment,] 
is uttered to the praise of God by our voice. 8 But 21 
God is He who keeps both us and you stedfast to 
His anointed, and we also are anointed 9 by Him. 

And He has set His seal upon us, and has given us 22 


that he had been suspected of writing 
privately to some individuals in the 
Church, in a different«strain from that 
of his public letters to them. 

1 The word properly means you read 
aloud, viz. when the Epistles of St. Paul 
were publidv read to the congregation. 
Compare 1 'fhess. v. 27. 

* There is a play upon the words 
here, which it is difficult in English to 
imitate. 

* Compare chap. ii. 6, and Rom. xi. 25. 

* i.e. the day when the Lord Jesus 
wjll come again. 

4 i.e. before visiting Macedonia. See 
p. 876, note. 

6 This translation (the literal En¬ 
glish being, do I purpose my purposes 
carnally, mat both yea, yea, and nay, 
nay, may be [found] with nut) appears 
to give the full force, as much as that 
of Chrysostom t ‘or must X hold to the 
purposes which I hone formed from 
feebly fear, lent I be accused of chana- 


ing my yea into nay,' which is advo¬ 
cated by Winer, but which does not 
agree with the context. 

7 We follow here Lachmann, Tischen- 
dorf, and the best MSS. 

8 In the present edition we have 
adopted Lachmann’s reading. The 
Amen was that in which the whole 
congregation joined at the close of the 
thanksgiving, as described in 1 Cor. 
xiv. 16. It should also be remembered 
(as Canon Stanley observes), that it is 
the Hebrew of ‘yea.’ 

9 The commentators do not seem to 

have remarked here the verbal connec¬ 
tion. [This has been noticed by Prof. 
Stanley, sincfe the above was first pub¬ 
lished.) The anointing spoken of as 
bestowed on the Apostles, was that 
grace .by which they were qualified for 
their office. The ‘we’ and ‘us’ In 
verses 20, 21, and 22, include Silvanas 
and Timotheus, as is expressly stated 
verse 19. w - 
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the Spirit to dwell in our hearts, as the earnest 1 of 
ks His promises. But for my* own port, I call God to 
witness, as my soul shall answer for it, that I gave 
up my purpose* of visiting Corinth because I wished 
24 to Spare you. I speak not 1 * 3 4 * * as though your faith was 
enslaved to mv authority, but because I desire to 
. l help your joy ;* for your faith is stedfast. But I de- 

2 termined 0 not again 7 * * to visit you in grief ; for if I 
cause you grief, who is there tj cause mo joy, but 

3 those whom I have grieved? And for this very 
reason I wrote* to you instead of coming, that I might 
not receive grief from those who ought to give me 
joy; and I confide in you all that my joy is yours. 

4 For I wrote to you out of much affliction and anguish 
of heart, with many tears* not to paip you, but that 
you might know the abundance of my love. 

5 As concerns him* who has caused the pain, it is 

not me that he has pained, but some of you ; 10 [some, wnon. 

I say,] that I may not press too harshly upon all. 

6 For the offender 11 himself, this punishment, which has 
been inflicted on him by the sentence of tho ma- 

7 jority, 1 * is sufficient without increasing it. On tho 
contrary, you ought rather to forgive and comfort 
him, lest he should be overwhelmed by the excess of 

8 his sorrow. Wherefore I beseech you fully to restore 


1 Literally, tho earnest money, i.e. a 
small sum which was paid in advance, 
as the ratification of a bargain ; a cus¬ 
tom which still prevails in many coun¬ 
tries. The gift of tile Holy Spirit in 
this life is said by St. Paul to be the 
earnest of their future inheritance; lie 
repeats the expression 2 Cor. v. 5, and 
Kph. i. 14, and expresses the same 
thing under a different metaphor Ropi. 

viii. 23. . 

3 The ‘ I’ here is emphatic. 

3 The A. V. ‘not yet’ is u mistake 
for ‘ no longer.’ 

4 St. Paul adds this sentence to 
soften what might seem the magiste¬ 
rial tone of the preceding, in which he 
had implied his power to punish the 
Corinthians. 

4 i.e. I desire not to cause you sor¬ 
row, but to promote your joy. 

* This can scarcely mean for my man 
take, as Billroth and others propose to 
translate It. 

7 This alludes to the intermediate 

visit which St. Paul paid to Corinth. 

See p. 376, note!* 


8 i.e. the First Ep. Cor. 

9 Literally, ‘ if any man has caused 
tain a milder expression, which would 
not in English bear so definite a mean¬ 
ing as it does in the Greek. 

■o Such is the meaning according 
to the punctuation we adopt. For the 
Reuse of one phrase, see chap. i. 14, and 
Rom. xi. 25. With regard to tho sen¬ 
timent, St. Paul intends to say that 
not all the Coiintbian Church had been 
included in his former censure, but only 
that part of it which had supported the 
offender; and therefore the pain which 
the offender had drawn down on the 
Church was not inflicted on the whole 
Church, but only on that erring part 
of it. . , . 

11 The expression is used elsewhere 
for a definite offending individual. 
Compare Acta xxii. 22, and 1 Cor. v. 6. 
It is not adequately represented by the 
English ‘tuck a man.’ 

i« Not • many’ (A. V.); but the ma¬ 
jority. See, for the puuishment, I Cor. 
v. 4. 
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him to your love. For the very end which I sought i. 9 
when I wrote before, was to test you in this matter, 
and learn whether ..you would be obedient in all 
things. But whomsoever you forgive, I forgive also ; 10 
for whatever 1 I have forgiven, I have forgiven on ^ 
your account in the sight 2 3 of Christ, that we* njay 11 
not be overreached by Satan; for we are not ignorant 
of his devices. 

telv’nKTruM When I had come to Troas to publish the Glad- 12 
tidings of Christ, and a door was opened to me in the 
Lord, I had no rest in my spirit because I found not 13 
Titus my brother ; so that I parted from them , 4 5 and 
came from thence into Macedonia. But thanks be to 14 
God who leads me on from place to place in the train 
of his triumph, to celebrate his victory over the 
enemies of Christ ; 8 and by me sends forth the know¬ 
ledge of Him, a steam of fragrant incense, throughout *• 
the world. For Christ’s is the fragrance 6 which I t5 
offer up to God, whether among those in the way ot 
salvation , 7 or among those in the way of perdition; 
but to these it is an odour of death, to those of life . 8 16 
Defence of the And [if some among you deny my sufficiency], 
whtoh e he di«- who then is sufficient for these things ? For I seek 17 
»j>MtiSic h " not profit (like most 9 ) by setting the word of God to 
gio“’eon- ' sale , 10 but I speak from a single heart, from the com- 


1 The best MSS. have the neuter 
not the masculine. 

* Compare Proverbs viii. 30 (LXX). 
The expression is used somewhat dif¬ 
ferently in iv. 6. 

3 The we of this verse appears to 
include the readers, judging from the 
change of person before and after. 
They would all be ‘overreached by 
Satan’ if he robbed them of a brother. 

4 Namely, from the Christians of 
2'roas. 

5 The verb here used (which is mis¬ 
translated in A. Y.) means to lead a 
man as a captive in a triumphal proces¬ 
sion ; the full phrase means, to lead 

mf a pt\ ve In a triumph over the enemies of 
.^Christ. The metaphor is taken from 

the triumphal procession of a victorious 
general. God is celebrating His tri¬ 

umph over His enemies; St. Paul 

(who had been so great an opponent of 
the Gospel) is a captive following in 

the train of the triumphal procession, 
*k e 8ame time, by a churacter- 
wps change of metaphor) an incense- 
bearer, scattering incense (which was 


always done on these occasions) as the 
procession moves on. Some of the 
conquered enemies were put to death 
when the procession reached the Capi¬ 
tol ; to them the smell of the incense 
was ‘an odour of death unto death to 
the rest who were spared, ‘ an odour of 
life unto life.’ The metaphor appears 
to have been a favourite one with St. 
Paul; it occurs again Col. ii. 15. 

8 Literally, Christ's fragrance am /, 
unto God. r 

7 Not ‘ who are saved' (A. V). See 
note on l Cor. i. 18. 

8 Literally^ to these it is an odour of 
death , ending in death; to those an 
odour of life , ending in life. 

9 The, mistranslation ‘ many’ (A.V.), 
materially alters the sense. He evi¬ 
dently alludes to his antagonists at 
Corinth; see p. 439, and xi. 13. 

10 Literally, to sell by retail, including 
a notion of fraud in the selling. Com¬ 
are the similar imputations against 
is Judaising adversaries in 1 Theas. 

ii. 3. 



XVII.] . Second Epistle to the Corinthians. 44 

-maud of God, as in 0od’a presence, and in fellowship SSSt55S“ 
iii. j with Christ. Will yon say that I cm again beginning JlSStS^** 
to commend myself? Or tphk you that I need 
letters of commendation (like some other men) either 

2 to yon, or from you ? Nay, ye are yourselves my 
letter of commendation, a letter written on 1 2 my heart, 
known and read 8 by all men ; a letter 3 coming mani- 

3 festly from Christ, and committed to my charge; 
written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living 
God; not upon tablets of stone, 4 * * but upon the fleshly 

4 tablets of the heart. But through Christ have 1 this 

5 confidence 8 before God; not thinking myself sufficient 
to gain wisdom by my own reasonings , 0 as if it came 
from myself, but drawing my sufficiency from God. 

0 For He it is who has ntado mo suffice for the minis¬ 
tration of a' new covenant, a covenant not of letter, 
but of spirit; for the letter kills, 7 but the spirit 

7 makes the dead to live. Yet if a glory was shed upon 
the ministration of the law of death, (a law written 
in letters, and graven upon stones,) 8 so that the sons 
of Israel could not fix their eyes on the face of Moses, 
for the glory of his countenance, although its bright- 

8 ness was soon to fade ; 9 how far more glorious must 

9 the ministration of the spirit be. For if the minis¬ 
tration of doom had glory, far more must the minis- 

10 tration of righteousness abound in glory. 10 Yea, 
that which then was glorious lias no glory now, 
because of 11 the surpassing glory wherewith it is 

U compared. For if a glory shone upon that which was 
doomed to pass away, much more doth glory rest 12 

12 upon that which remains for ever. Therefore, having 


1 It is possible that in using the 
' plural here St. Paul meant to include 

Timotheus; yet as this supposition 
does not agree well wfth the context, 
it seems better to suppose it used 
merely to suit the plural form of the 
pronoun. 

2 The paronomasia cannot well be 
here imitated in English. Compare i. 
14. 

5 Literally, being manifestly shown 
to be a letter of Christ conveyed by my 
ministration. 

4 Like the law of Moses. 

4 Viz. of his sufficiency. Compare 11 . 

16} iii. 5, 6 . 

• Literally, to reach any conclusion 

by my mm reason. 

i For the meaning, compare Rom. 


vii. 9-11. 

8 Literally, the ministration of 
death in letters, graven upon stones, was 
born in glory. 

8 See note on l Cor. ii. C. 

10 The whole of this contrast be¬ 
tween the glory of the new and the 
old dispensations, appears to confirm 
the hypothesis that St. Paul’s chief 
antagonists at Corinth were of the 
Judaising party. 

11 Literally, for that which has been 
glorified iri this particular, has slot been 
glorified, becassse of the glorg which sur¬ 
passes it. 

is 1 Rest upon—Shine upon, - The 
prepositions in the original give this 
contrast. 


HH 
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this hope, I speak and act without disguise; and not iii. u 
like Moses, who sp^ea^ a veil over his face, that 1 * the 
sons of Israel might'Tjot see the end of that fading 
brightness. But their minds were blinded; yea to this 14 
day, when they read in their synagogues 3 the ancient 
covenant, the same veil rests thereon, nor 3 can they 
see beyond it that the law is done away in Christ; 
but even now, when Moses is read in their hearing, a 15 
veil 4 * lies upon their heart. But when their heart 16 
turns to the Lord, the veil is rent away.® Now the 17 
Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord 
abides, there bondage gives place to freedom ; and we 1 8 
all, while with face unveiled we behold in a mirror 
the glory of the Lord, are ourselves transformed con- 
tinually 6 into the same likeness ; and the glory which 
shines upon us 7 is reflected by us, even as it proceeds 
from the Lord, the Spirit. 

Therefore having this ministration, 8 I discharge iv. l 
it with no faint-hearted fears, remembering the 
mercy which I 9 received. I have renounced the 2 
secret dealings of shame, I walk not in the paths of 
cunning, 1 10 adulterate not the word of God; but 
openly setting forth the truth, as in the sight of God, 

I commend myself to the conscience of all men. 

But if there be still a veil 11 which hides my Glad- 3 
tidings from some who hear me, it is among those 12 
who are in the way of perdition ; whose unbelieving 4 


1 See Exod. xxxiv. 35. St. Paul 
here (as uaual) blends the allegorical 
with the historical view of the passage 
referred to in the Old Testament. 

8 Tn their synagogues ia implied in 
the' term used here. Compare Acta 
xv. 21 . 

3 We take the phrase absolutely; 
literally, it being not unveiled [i.e. not 
revealed to them] that it [fAe ancient 
covenant] is dime away in Christ. 
' Done away’ is predicated, not of the 
veil, but of the old covenant. Compare 

"the preceding verse and verses 7 and 
'tip'.- ’ 

4 Perhaps there may be here an 

allusion to the Tallith, which- (if we 

may assume this practice to be as old 

as the' apostolic age) wall worn in the 

Synagogue by every worshipper, and 

.was literally a veil hanging down over 
fthe breast. See p. 187, and compare 

'denote on 1 Cor. xi. 4. ' 

Alluding to Exod. xxxiv. - 84, 

v*t\ere It is said, * When Uoses Went 


in before the Lord, he rent away the 
veil.’ The most natural subject of the 
verb ‘ turn’ is ‘ heart.’ 

0 The tense is present. 

7 ‘From glory’ indicates the origin 
of this transformation, viz. /he glory 
shining on us; ‘To glory,’ the effect; 
viz. the reflection of that glory by us. 
For- the metaphor, compare 1 Cor. xiii. 
12 and note. We observe in both pas¬ 
sages that even the representation of 
divine truth given us by Christianity 
is only a reflection of the reality. 

8 Viz. ‘the .ministration of the 
Spirit.’ (iii. 8 .) 

9 Viz. in hiS conversion from a state 
of Jewish unbelief. 

10 St. Paul plainly intimates here (as 
hh opejjly states xi. 17) that some 
other tegchers were liable to these 
charges. See also ii. 17, and the note. 

11 In the participle used here, there 
is a reference to the preceding word 
‘ veil.’ 

18 Compare ii. 15, 16. 
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minds the God of this; world 1 * has blinded, and shut 
out the glorious light'of the Glad-tidings of Christ, 
iv. 6 who is the image of God. For rproclaim not myself, 
but Christ Jesus as Lord and Master,* and myself 

6 your bondsman for the sake of Jesus. For God, 
who called forth light out of darkness, has caused 
His light to shine in my heart, that [upon others 
also] might shine forth the knowledge of His glory 
manifested in the face of Jesus Christ. 3 

7 But this treasure is lodged fn a body of fragile 
clay, 4 that so the surpassing might [which accom- {v’,;';!, 1 /'" 
plishes the work] should be God’s and not my own. 

8 I am hard pressed, yet not crushed; perplexed, yet ctcrn«i'ii?/. 

9 not despairing; persecuted, yet not forsaken ; struck 

10 down, yet not destroyed. 5 * In my body I bear about 

continually the dying of Jesus, 6 that in my body the 

<1 life also of Jesus might be shown forth. For I, in 
the midst of life, am daily given over to death for 
the sake of Jesus, that in my dying flesh the life 
whereby Jesus conquered death 7 * * might show forth 
its power. 

12 So then death working in mo, works life s in you. 

13 Yet. having the same spirit of faith whereof it is 
written ‘ & hdttbeh, anfc tljrrtfarr trftf 5 tprnh,’» I also 

14 believe, and therefore speak. For I know that He 
who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead, shall raise 
me also by Jesus, and shall call me into His presence 

15 together with you ; for all [my sufferings] are on 
your behalf, that the mercy which has abounded 
above them all, might call forth your thankfulness ; 
that so the 'ftilness of praise might be poured forth 
to Gorf, not by myself alone, but multiplied by many 

16 voices. 10 Wherefore I faint not; but though my out- 


1 See note on 1 Cor. i. 20. • 

* * Lord’ is the correlative of ‘ slave’ 
here; compare Eph. vi. 6. 

3 For the meaning of ‘ shine forth,’ 
compare verse 4. 

4 The whole of this passage, from 
this point to chap. v. 10, shows (as we 
have before observed) that ■ St. Paul 
was suffering from bodily illness when 
he wrote. See also chap, xii, 7-9. 

4 Observe the force of the present 

tense of all these participles, implying 

that the state of things described was 
constantly going on. 

• ‘Lord’ is not found in the best 

MSS. The word translated ‘dying’ 

here (as Prof. Stanley observes) is 


properly the deadneu of a corpie ; ns 
though St. Paul would say, ‘ r ny body 
is no better than a corpse ; yet a corpse 
which shares the life-giving power oj 
Christ's resurrection . 

7 Literally, ‘ the life, as well as the - 
death , of Jesus. 1 

8 Literally, while death works in me, 
life works in you. I.e. the mortal 
peril to which St. Paul exposed him-' 
self was the* instrument of bringing 
spiritual life to his converts. 

» Ps. cxvi. 10 (LXX.). 

10 The literal translation would be, 
that the favour which hat abounded 
might, through the thankvgipissg of the 
greater number, overflow to the praiM 
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ward man decays, yet my imgrard man is renewed 
from day to day. ^or my light afflictions, which iv. 
last but for a moAent, work for me a weight of 
glory, immeasurable and eternal. Meanwhile I look 18 
not to things seen, but to things unseen : for the 
things that are seen pass away; but the things that 
are unseen endure for ever. Yea, I know that if the v. 
tent 1 which is my earthly house be destroyed, I 
have a mansion built by God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. And herein I groan 2 
with earnest longings, desiring to cover 2 my earthly 
raiment with the robes of my heavenly mansion. (If 3 
indeed I shall be found 3 still clad in my fleshly 
garment.) For we who are dwelling in the tent, 4 
groan and are burdened; not desiring to put off our 
[earthly] clothing, but to put over it [our heavenly] 
raiment, that this our dying nature might be swal¬ 
lowed up by life. And He who has prepared me for 6 
this very end is God, who has given me the Spirit 
as the earnest of my hope. Therefore, I am ever of 6 
good courage, knowing that while my home is in the 
body, I am in banishment from the Lord (for 1 7 
walk by faith, not by sight). Yea, my heart failag 
me not, but I would gladly. suffer banishment from 
the body, and have my home with Christ. 4 There- 9 


of God. This takes the preposition as 
governing 4 thanksgiving’ and the verb 
as intransitive ; and it must be remem¬ 
bered that this verb is used twenty- 
six times by St. Paul, and only three 
times transitively. If, however, we 
make it transitive here, the sense will 
be, might by means of the greater num¬ 
ber cause the thanksgiving to overflow, 
See. ; which does not materially alter 
fhe sense. Compare the similar senti¬ 
ment at chap. i. 11, 

. 1 The shiftfa tent is here opposed 
to enduring. m&urion; tlie vile body of 
the spiritual body 

force In ^clothe 
ashed froTff *clothe.’ 
'IfindydUka lbUfig ri 

Pi r.tsImH 

l 7St 

*-with 

„ . _ » iernfrive to 

£<nooR -tbk seoelw qprmsfe of Christ or 
M' -■ 'Compare I Thess. iv. 16, and 1 



Cor. xv. 61. So,, in. the^aaxt verge, 
he expresses his desftafljihfcfae'fles'bly 
body should be trarnftma^u into a 
spiritual body, urttlforiljK£rig ‘un¬ 
clad ’ by death. The -.metaphor of 
‘nakedness’ as co . i >iAefl ..with ‘tent’ 
seems suggested-by the Onen^d’prac¬ 
tice of striking tlie tent- very-early 
in the morning, often before tfa* 
travellers are dressed. So we read 
in M‘Cheyne’s account of his journey 
through the.desert, ‘When morning 
began to dawn, our tents were taken 
down. Often we have found ourselves 
shelterless’ before being folly dressed.’ 
( f.ife of Sl'Cheyne, p. 92.) It should 
be observed that the original denotes 
simply dreeeed, clad, the antithesis to 
naked. * Prof. Stanley’s translation, ‘ in 
the hope that after having put on our 
heavenly garment we shall be found 
not'naked, but clothed,’ involves a 
paralogism, being tantamount to say¬ 
ing, ‘ in the hope that after having 
clothed ourselves we shall be found to 
have clothed ourselves.’ 

4 literally, the Lord. 
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fore I strive earnestly that, whether in banishment 

10 or at home, I may be pleasing in His sight. For we 
must all be made manifest 1 without disguise before 
the judgment seat of Christ, that each may receive 
according to that which he has done in the body, 
either good or evil. 

11 Knowing therefore the fearfulness of the Lord’s 
judgment, though I seek to win men,- yet my 
uprightness is manifest in the sight of God; and I $ ll)W 
hope also that it is manifested by the witness of 

12 your consciences. I write not thus to repeat my 'X',m*i. th 
own commendation,* but that I may furnish you 

with a ground jot boasting on my behalf, that you cho "<‘ tJ - 
may have an answer for those whose boasting is in 
the outward matters of sight, not in the inward 

13 possessions of the heart. For if I be mad, 4 it is for 

14 God’s cause ; if sober, it is for yours. For the love 
of Christ constrains m#, because I thus have judged, 5 

19 that if one died for all, then all died [in Him] 6 ; ami 
that He died for all, that the living might live no 
longer to themselves, but to Him, who, for their 
sakes, died and rose again. 7 

16 I 8 therefore, from henceforth, view no man 
Carnally; yea, though once my view of Christ was 

17 carnal,® yet now it is no longer carnal. Whosoever, 
then, is In. Christ, is a new creation; his old being 

pntscrl away, and behold, all has become new. 

1 $ But from God, for He it is who reconciled 

me td pTrriwTfc hy Jesus Christ, and charged me with 

19 the mjtrtsfajrVtf reconciliation; for 10 God was in Christ 


* The translation la the Authorised 
Version is incorrect. 

* He was accused by the Judaisers 
of ‘trying to win men,’ and ‘trying to 
please men.’ See Gal. i. 11/, and the note. 

8 This alludes to the accusation of 
vanity brought against him by his an¬ 
tagonists;'compare iii. 1. 

4 tA if I exalt myself (his opponents 

died him beside himself with vanity), 
it it far God’s cause; if I humble my¬ 
self, rt it for your takes. 

° Or perhaps 1 1 thus judged, viz. at 
the time of my conversion s’ if we 
suppose the aorist used in its strict 
sense. 

* The original cannot mean all were 
dead (A. V.), but all deed- The death 
of-all for whom He died, was virtually 
involved in His death. 


7 The best commentary on the 14th 
and 15th verses is Gal. ii. 20. 

8 The pronoun is emphatic. 

1 We agree with Bllroth, Ncandcr, 
and De Wette, that this cannot refer to 
anv actual knowledge which St. l’atil 
had of our bord when upon, earth ; it 
would probably have, beam ‘.Jesus ' 
had that been meant; moreover, the 
preceding phrase does not refer to 
personal knowledge , but to a carnal 
ettimtUtk For other reason* fguujjt 
such an interpretation,. «a ft-W; 
St. Paul’s Art dfChrift tesu Appt 
when he lopkedtKtcsother Jdtfsjisota 
Messiah ~sWa t» 
conqueror* .v. ; 's#/'. ,, 

w < To wk ChaW ‘-because that/ , 

pleonastic. 
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reconciling the world to Himself, reckoning their sins 
no more against them, and having ordained me to 
speak the word of reconciliation. Therefore, I amv. 2 c 
an ambassador for Christ, as though God exhorted 
you by my voice; in Christ’s stead I beseech you be 
ye reconciled to God. For Him who knew no sin, 21 
God struck with the doom of sin 1 * * on our behalf; 
that we may be changed into the righteousness of 
God in Christ. Moreover, as working’' together with vi. i 
Him, I also exhort you, that the grace which you 
have received from God be not in vain. For he 2 
saith : ‘I heart* thee in an acceptable time, aid* in 
the hag of galbation babe 5 Jfuccoureh the®*” Behold, 
now is the acceptable time ; behold, now is the day 
of salvation. 

For I take heed to give no cause of stumbling, lest 3 
blame should be cast on the ministration wherein I * 

,,,, al , aop _ serve; but in all things I commend myself 4 as one4 
LffectiMmf hiii who ministers to God’s service; in stedfast endurance, 
converts. i n afflictions, in necessities, in straitness of distress, 
in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, 5 
in sleepless watchings, in hunger and thirst; in 6 
purity, in knowledge, in long-suffering, in kindness, 
in [the gifts of] the Holy Spirit, in love unfeigned; 
speaking the word of truth, working with the power 7 
of God, fighting with the weapons of righteousness, 
both for attack and for defence; through good 8 
report and evil, through honour and through infamy; 
counted as a deceiver, yet being true; as ttnknown 9 
[by men], yet acknowledged 5 [by God];- as ever 
dying, yet behold I live; as chastened by suffering, 
yet not destroyed; as sorrowful, yet ever filled with 10 
joy; as poor, yet making many rich; as having 
nothing, yet possessing all things. 

Corinthians, my 6 mouth has opened itself to you 11 
freely,—my heart is enlarged towards you. You find 12 
no narrowness in my love, but the narrowness is in 


Vindication 
of the faith¬ 
fulness with 
which he had 
discharged his Bprv o 
duty undap- berve 


1 The word 'tin’ is used, for the 
sake of parallelism with the ‘ right- 
ecntsntas’ which follows. Gpd. made 
-GfcrMt ‘Sin,’ that we might he made 
tl&jrilteousneBS.’ j • 

**see note on 1'Cor.lit 9;.. 1 aho 
•nkorjjfefers to the precedifig. as though 
(Jod’kxhorted you. 

» Imu wH*- 8 (LXX.) 

4 sB allusion apparently to the 

< iSotfinftnd myself’ and the ‘commen¬ 


datory letters’ of iii. 1; as though he 
said, t commend myself, not by coord, 
but by deed. [The stress is notion 
‘myself’ here, as in the former case. 
The order of the word shows this. H. ] 

6 For the meaning, see 1 Cor. xiil. 
12 . 

6 Observe, as a confirmation of pre¬ 
vious remarks as to St. Paul’s use of the 
singular and plural pronouns, verses 11 
13; also vii. 2, 3,4. 
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vi. 13 your own. I pray you therefore in return for my 
affection (I speak as to my children), let your hearts 
be opened in like manner. 

14 . Cease to yoke yourselves unequally in ill-matched e*wui<oi> i 
intercourse with unbelievers; for what fellowship has Sud*J*|n^" 1 
righteousness with unrighteousness ? what communion no 

13 has light with darkness? what concord has Christ wl ‘* 1 2 3 * 
with Belial ? what partnership has a believer with an '* '"*» 

16 unbeliever ? what agreement has the temple of God 
with idols ? For ye are yourSelvos a temple of the 
living God, as God said: ‘ £ toill btorll in tijem, an® 
ioalfc tn fljem, anU £ mill he their ®oh, and tljejj idjaU he 

17 mu people.’ 1 Wherefore, ‘ Conic out from among them 
aifll he a* Separate, daitf) the itoiS, and touch not the 

lsuncleau thing, and £ irnlt recetfac you.’ -' And ‘ £ iniU 
he unto you a father, nnd nr ^IjaU he my <oujS and 
? ii. i daughter^, Saith the itord Almighty.’ 3 Having there¬ 
fore these promises, my beloved, let us cleanse our¬ 
selves from every defilement, either of flesh or spirit, 
and perfect our holiness, in the fear of God. 


2 4 Give me a favourable hearing. I have wronged *i 

no man, I have ruined 5 no man, 1 have defrauded no j uaHmiught 

3 man; I say not this to condemn you, [as though I tftrintll! 
had. myself been wronged by you,] for I have said 
before that I have you in my heart, to live and die 

4 with you. Great is my freedom towards you, great 


1 Levit. xxvi. 11, 12 (according to 
IiXX., with slight variations). 

* Isaiah Hi. 11 (according to LXX., 
with alterations) ; the words ‘ I will 
receive you’ not being either in the 
LXX. or the Hebrew there, though 
found in Ezek. xx. 34. 

3 This passage is not to be found 
oxaotly in the Old Testament, although 

2 Sam. vii. 14, and Jer. xxxi. *, and 
xxxii. 88, contain tlnf substance of it. 
St. Paul, as uiual, quotes from me¬ 
mory. 

* It ii not impossible that the pre¬ 
ceding part of the Epistle may have 
beert written, as Wieseler supposes, 

« before the coming of Titus. See above, 
p. 438, n. 6. But the opening words of 
thl* Section are obviously connected 
with verses 12, 13, of the preceding 
chapter. The section from vi. 14 to 
vii. 1 is entirely unconnected with 
what, precedes and follows it. 

3 St. Paul appears frequently to use 

the original word in this sense (com¬ 

pare 1 Cor. iii. 17), and not in the 


ordinary meaning of cnrrupl. Wo 
may remark lure, that there is no 
need to suppose these aorists used 
aoristically (as they would lie in classi¬ 
cal Creek"), since St. Paul constantly 
used tiie aorist for the perfect. Even 
those commentators who are most, 
anxious to force upon the Hellenistic of 
the New Testament the nice observ¬ 
ance of this classical distinction, are 
obliged sometimes to give up their 
consistence and translate the aorist as 
perfect. In fact, the aorist 1< continu¬ 
ally joinod with * now ’ (e.g. Matt, 
xxvi. 65 ; John xiii. 31 ; Kom. xi. 
31; Eph. iii. 5), which is of course de¬ 
cisive. It is not wonderful that there 
should be this ambiguity in the Helle¬ 
nistic uao of Greek tenses, considering 
that in Lfctin the same tense has to 
serve the purpose both of aoriit snd 
perfect. Sec note on Kom. v. 5. [See 
note on Gal. ii. 10. This grammatical 
question is discussed in the CaMriage 
Journal of Cla**ical and Sacred Phi¬ 
lology. II.] 
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is my boasting of you; I am filled with the comfort 
which you have caused me; I have more than an 
overweight of joy, for all the affliction which has 
befallen me. When first I came into Macedonia my vii. 5 
flesh had no rest, but I was troubled on every side; 
without were fightings, within were fears. But God, o 
who comforts them that are cast down, comforted 
me by the coming of Titus ; and not by his coming 7 
only, but by the comfort which he felt on your 
account, and the tidings which be brought of your 
longing for my love, your mourning for my reproof, 
your zeal for my cause; so that my sorrow has been 
turned into joy. For though I grieved _you in my 
letter, 1 T do not regret it; but though I did regret it, 

(for I see that grief was caused you by that letter, 
though but for a season,) I now rejoice; not because 9 
you were grieved, bat because your grief led you to 
repentance ; 2 for the grief I caused you was a godly 
sorrow; so that I might nowise harm you [even 
when I grieved you]. For the work of godly sorrow 10 
is repentance not to be repented of, leading to salva¬ 
tion ; but the work of worldly sorrow is death. Con- 11 
skier what was wrought among yourselves when you 
were grieved with a godly sorrow; what earnestness it 
wrought in you, yea, what eagerness to clear your¬ 
selves from blame, what indignation, 3 what fear, 4 
what longing, 5 what zeal, 6 what punishment of wrong. 

You have cleared yourselves altogether from every;* 
stain of guilt in this matter. Know, therefore^S^it 12 
although 1 wrote to [rebuke] you, it was not sojffiaeh 
to punish the wrong doer, nor to avenge him 7 who 
suffered the wrong, but that my earnest zeal for you 
in the sight of God might be manifest to yourselves. 8 
This, therefore, is the ground of.my comfort; but 9 13 

' Cor., unless we adopt the forming another couneetion during Ws 

hypOthejAxihnt another letter had.bepp lifetime, when we consider thegreat 
wr%en 111 the interval, according to laxity of the law of divorce among the 
the view mentioned p. 485, 41 . 2. ;'Greeks and Romans. [ ' 

' The text of the whole aassnge, After 8 If we adopt the other readingfwhicli 

adopted, is the same “as that of Prof, transposes * you ’ and * us ’), it will rave 
Stanley, but punctuated differently. thif sense that your zeal for me migtetbe 
8 Indignation RgSinst the offender. manifested to yourselves-, which might 
. e 4 Fear of the wrath of Grod. be perhaps another (though an obscure) 

Longing for restoration to St. way of saying, in order to bring otd 
Paul’s approval and love. . „ your zeal for me, so that you might all 

6 .Seal on behalf of right, and agairiit perceive how the majority felt for me. 
wronta 9 The reading of the best MSS. gives 

t via. ' the father of the offender, this order. 

VTe need dot be perplexed at his wife’s 
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besides my consolation on your account, I was beyond 
measure rejoiced by the joy of Titus, because his 
vii. 14 spirit has been refreshed by you all. For whatever 
boast of you I may have made to him, I have not 
been put to shame. But as all I ever said to you 
was spoken in truth, so also my boasting of you to 
16 Titus has been proved a truth. And his heart is 
more than ever drawn towards you, while ho calls to 
mind the obedience of you all, and the fear and 
16 trembling 1 wherewith you received him. I rejoice 
that in all things you give me ground for courage. 


viii. I I desire, brethren, to make known to you the kxi,i«i.«ii.»h 
manifestation of God’s grace, which has been given pmlrjjLu""' 

2 in 3 the churches of Macedonia. For in the heavy 

trial vfhick has proved their stedfastness, the fulness jc'i'uLi"m.“ 
of their joy has overflowed, out of the depth of their 

3 poverty, in the richness of their liberality. 4 They 
have given (I bear them witness) not only according 
to their means, but beyond their means, and that of 

4 their own free will; for they besought me with much 
entreaty that they might bear their part 5 in the grace 

5 of ministering to the saints. And far beyond my 
hope, they gave their very selves to the Lord first, and 

6 to me also by the will of God. So that 1 have desired 
Titus [to revisit you], that as lie caused you to begin 
this work before, so he may lead you to finish it, 

7 that this grace may not be wanting 6 in you ; but that, 

JKJU- abound in all gifts, in faith and utterance, 

■ ansjrotnowledge, and earnest zeal, and in the lovo 
which joins 7 your hearts with mine, so you may 

8 abound in this grace also. I say not this by way of 
command; but by the zeal of others I would prove 

9 the reality of your, love. ]j’or you know the grace of 
oar Lord Jesus Qhrist, how, though He was rich, 


* Vor the meaning of this phrase, 
see 1 Cor. ii. 3. 

s The great Importance attached by 
St. Paul to this collection, as mani¬ 
fested in the present section of this 
Epistle, may be explained not merely 
by hi$ desire to fulfil his share of the 
agreement mentioned, Gal. ii. 10, hut 
am* by his hope that such a practical 
proof of Jove would reconcile the Ju¬ 
daisms Christians at Jerusalem to 
himself and his Gentile converts. See 
the conclusion of our preceding chapter. 

* The original here cannot mean 


‘ bestowed <m ’ (A. V.). 

* See note on 2 Cor. ix. 11. 

jg.The omission here is required by 
the best MSS. 

6 Literally ,'thu grace as well at other 

gracet. ‘ . 

7 If we follow the Received lcxt fc 
this is literally, the loce which tpringt 
fmm you and dwelt* in me j if with 
Lachmann's text we transpose the 
pronouns, it will be the lore which 1 
have awakened in uour hearte. [Lach¬ 
mann's second edition returns to the 
Received Text. H.] 
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yet for our Bakes He became poor, that you, by His 
poverty might be made rich. And I give you myviii. io 
advice in this matter ; for it becomes you to do thus, 
inasmuch as you began not only the contribution, 
but the purpose of making it before others}, 1 in the 
year which is passed. Now, therefore, fulfil your 1 1 
purpose by your deeds, that as you then showed your 
readiness of will, so now you may finish the work, 
according to your means. For if there be a willing .2 
mind, the 2 gift is acceptable when measured by the 
giver’s power, and needs not to go beyond. Nor [is 13 
this collection made] that others may be eased, and 
you distressed, but to make your burdens equal, that 1 J 
as now your abundance supplies tlieir need, your own 
need may [at pnother time] be relieved in equal 
measure by their abundance, as it is written,—‘ 15 

tijat gathered murij hah nothing ober; anh be that * 
gather eh little hah no Tack.’ » But, thanks be to God, 16 
by whose gift the heart of Titus has the same zeal 
as my own on your behalf; for he not only has con- 1 7 
sented to my desire, but is himself very zealous in the 
matter, and departs 4 to you of his own accord. And ) 8 
I have sent as his companion the brother who is with 
him, whose praise in publishing the Glad-tidings 4 is 
spread throughout all the churches; who has more- 19 
over been chosen by the churches [of Macedonia] to 
accompany me in my journey (when I bear this gift, 
which I have undertaken to administer) ; that the 
Lord might be glorified, and that 6 I might undertake 
the task with more good will. For I guard myself 20 
against all suspicion which might be cast upon me 

1 ‘ Began before ; viz. before the Ma- in the other books), but never once in 
cedonian churches. The meaning is, the supposed sense. Who the deputy 
that the Corinthians had been the first he^e mentioned was, we have no means 
not only to make the collection, but to of ascertaining. Probably, however, 
propose it. he was either Luke (Acts xx. 6), or 

3 Literally, ft is acceptable according one of those, not Macedonians (ix. 4), 
to that which it possesses, not that which mentioned Acts xx7 4 ; and possibly 
it possesses not. „ „ may have been Trophimus. See Acts 

3 Exodus xvi. 18, quoted according xxi. 29. We may notice the coincidence 
to LXX. The subject is the gathering between the phrase here and in Acts 
of the manna, f xix. 29. 

* The tense in the original is past, 6 The reading of the best MSS. gives 
because the act is looked^upon, accord- the sense as follows,— to promote my 
ing to the classical idiom, from the willingness of mind, i.e. to render me 
position of the reader. more willing to undertake the adminis- 

5 The word here cannot refer, as' tration of the alms , which St. Paul 
some have imagined, to a written Gos - would have been unwilling to do with- 
pel) it is of constant occurrence in the out coadjutors elected by the contri- 
New Testament (occurring sixty times butors, lest he should incur unworthy 
in St. Paul’s writings, and sixteen times suspicions. 
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in my administration of this bounty with which I 
viii. 2 lam charged; being ‘prabftieut of Qoatt report’ not 
only 4 in tlje Jfisjbt a? H)e ttortr,’ but also * In the 

22 of men.' 1 The brother 8 whom I have sent likewise 
with them, is one whom I have put to the proof in 
many trials, and found always zoalous in the work, 
but who is now yet more zealous from the full trust 

23 which he has in you. Concerning Titus, then (on 
the one hand), he is partner of my lot, and fellow- 
labourer with me for your good; concerning our 
brethren (on the other hand), they are ambassadors 
of the churches—a manifestation of the glory of 

24 Christ. Show; them, therefore, the proof of your 
love, and justify my boasting on your behalf, in the 

is. I sight of the churches. 1 * 3 * For of your ministration to 
the saints [at Jerusalem] it is needless that I should 

2 write to you, since I know the forwardness of your 
mind, and boast of it to the Macedonians on your 
behalf, saying that Achaia has been ready ever since 
last year, and the knowledge of your zeal has roused 

3 the most of them. But I have sent the brethren, 4 
lest my report of you in this matter should bo turned 
into an empty boast; that you may be truly ready, as 

41 declared you to be. Lest perchance the Mace¬ 
donians who may come with me to visit you, should 
find you not yet ready, and so shame should fall upon 
me (for I will not say upon you) in this ground of my 

5 boasting. 5 Therefore, I thought it needful to desire 
these brethren to visit you before my coming, and to 
arrange beforehand the completion of tins bounty 
which you before promised to have in readiness; so 
it be really given by your bounty, not wrung from 

6 your covetousness. But remember, ho 6 who sows 
sparingly shall reap sparingly; and he who sows 

7 bountifully, shall reap bountifully. Let each do ae- 


1 The quotation is from Prov. iii. 4 
(LXX.), cited also Rom. xii. 17. 

* There is even less to guide us in 
our conjectures as to the person here 
indicated, than in the case of the other 
deputy mentioned above. Here, also, 
the emissary was elected by some of the 
Churches who had contributed to the 
collection. He may have been either 
Luke, Gaius, Tychicus, or Trophimus 
(Acts xx. 4). 

3 ‘ To them ’ is contrasted with 4 to 
the saints ’ in the following verse ; the 
connection being Show kindness to the 
deputies; for as to the collection , I need 


not ask you to show zeal for that , &c. 
The 4 and ’ in the last clause is omitted 
by all the best M3S. 

* Viz. Titus and the other two. 

4 Literally, the word means, the 
groundwork on which some superstruc¬ 
ture is founded. His appeal to the 
Macedonians was grounded on this 
readiness of the Corinthians. If (with 
the best MSS.) we omit * of my boast¬ 
ing,’ the meaning will lie unaltered. 
Compare xi. 17, and note on Ileb. iii. 
14. 


0 The same expression occurs UaL 
vi. 7. 
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cording to the free choice of his heart; not grudg¬ 
ingly, or of necessity; for ‘ ®oS lobetf) a cheerful 
gtfirr.’ 1 And God is able to give you an overflowing ix. 8 
measure of all good gifts, that all your wants of every 
kind may be supplied at all times, and you may give 
of your abundance to every good work. As it is 9 
written,— 4 Che flnntr man bath Scattered abroad, i>c 
bath gtbeu to tl)e poor ; b‘>* rtgbteou^ueSS remained) for 
eber.’ a And He who furnisheth ‘ Seed to tbe Sotocr, 10 
and bread for tbe food of man,’ 3 will furnish 1 * 3 4 * * you 
with plenteous store of seed, and bless your righteous¬ 
ness with fruits of increase ; being enriched with all 11 
good things, that you may give ungrudgingly; ® 
causing thanksgivings to God, from 8 those to whom 
I bear your gifts. For the ministration of this ) 2 
service not only fills up the measure of the neces¬ 
sities of the saints, but also overflows beyond it, in 
many thanks to God ; while they 7 praise God for the 13 
proof thus given of the obedience wherewith you 
have consented to the Glad-tidings of Christ, and for 
the single-mindedness of your liberality both to them, 
and to all. Moreover, in their prayers for you they 14 
express the earnest longings of their love towards 
you, caused by the surpassing grace of God mani¬ 
fested in you. Thanks be to God for His unspeak- 15 
able gift. 

He contm-fta Now, I Paul, myself exhort you by the meekness x. 1 

his own cha- . 7 , o r-w • 1 / r 1 ^ ,, 

device*'with anc * g en kleness t'hrisfc- — (1, who am mean, forsooth, 

thiw urthe and lowly in outward presence, 8 while I am amontr 
Steiihim" y ou J y et treat you boldy when I am absent)—12 
beseech you (I say), that you will not force me to 


1 Prov. xxii. 8 (according to LXX., 
with slight variation). 

* Pa. cxii. 9 (LXX.). The subject 
of the verb ‘scattered’ in the psalin 
is * the good man ’ (in the fifth verse), 
which St. Paul leaves to he supplied 
by the memory of his readers. To re¬ 
present the quotation accurately to 
an English reader, it is necessary to 
insert this word, otherwise it would 
seem as if ‘ God ’ were the subject of 
the verb. 

3 These words are an exij,ct quotation 

from Isaiah lv. 10 (LXX.). Ignorance 

of this fact has caused an inaccuracy in 
A. V. The literal translation of the re¬ 
mainder of the verse is,—‘ Furnish and 

make plenteous your seed, and increase 

the fruits springing from your righteous¬ 

ness* 


4 In the best MSS. the verbs in this 
verse are future, not optative. 

a The word here, probably denoting 
singleness , mentis, when applied to the 
mind, a disposition free from arrieres 
penseesy either of duplicity, selfishness, 
or grudging; thus it might naturally 
acquire the meaning of liberality , which 
it has in the eighth and ninth chapters 
in this Epistle, and perhaps in Rom. 
xii. 9. 

6 Literally, that yon may give with 
liberality ; which works thanksgiving to 
God by my instrumentality. 

7 Literally, they , by the proof of this 
ministration , praising God, i.e. being 
caused to praise God for the obedience , 
&c. 

8 The phraseology is similar here and 
in v. 12 and x. 7 Compare also x. 10 
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show, v^ien I am present, the bold confidence in my 

power, wherewith I reckon to deal with some who 

3 reckon 1 me by the standard of the flesh. For, though 
living in the flesh, my warfare is not waged aceord- 

4 ing to the flesh. For the weapons which 1 wield are 
not of fleshly weakness, but mighty in the strength 
of God to overthrow the strongholds of the advor- 

5 saries. Thereby can I overthrow the reasonings of 
the disputer, and pull down all lofty bulwarks that 
raise themselves against the knowledge of God, and 
bring every rebellious thought into captivity and 

6 subjection to Christ. And when the obedienco of 
your * church shall be complete, 1 am ready to punish 
all who may be disobedient.' 1 3 

7 Do you look at matters of outward advantage ? 
If there be any among you who confidently assumes 
that he belongs [above the rest] to Christ, 4 let him 
reckon anew by his reason, 5 that if he belong to 

8 Christ, so do I no less. For although I were to 
boast somewhat highly concerning the authority 
which the Lord has given me (not to cast you down, 
but to build you up), my words would not be shamed 

9 by the truth. I say this, lest you should imagine 

10 that tarn writing empty threats. ‘ For his letters,’ 
says one,® ‘are weighty and powerful, but his bodily 

11 presence is weak, and his speech contemptible.’ Let 
such a man assure himself that the words which I 


1 Literally ,who ivckon mens walking 
according to the flesh. The verses which 
follow explain the meaning of the ex¬ 
pression. 

* ‘Your.’ Compare ii.6. He means 
that the disobedient minority would be 
chastised. 

3 [We should notice in verses 3-d the 

completeness of the military allegory. 
The image is that of a campaign against 
rebels: rock-forts (such as those on St. 
Paul’s own Cilician coast) must be cast 
down : and when the general obedience 
of the country is secured, tliose who 
are still rebellious must be summarily 
punished. We should observe, too, the 
new turn given to one phrase (not cast¬ 
ing down but building w/j) in verse H, 
and even in xiii. 10. See also xii. 19. 
H.l 

* The party who said 4 1 of Christ.’ 
(1 Cor. i. 12.) See Chap. XIII. As 
we have remarked above, p. 439, this 
party at Corinth seems to have been 
formed and led by an emissary from the 


Judaisers of Palestine, who is especially 
referred to in this chapter. 

6 In the former edition this phinse 
was translated consider ; Dr. Alford 
has expressed an opinion that this 
translation is 4 surely inadmissible,’ 
and that it 4 entirely omits of himself* 
Yet it is in fact equivalent, to his own 
translation, 4 let him reckon out of his 
own mind,’ for what is considering but 
reckoning out of one's own mind ?). 
Nevertheless it must be admitted, that 
the former translation did not give 
sufficient emphasis to 4 of himself.’ 

c Literally, 4 says he ; ’ but it is oc¬ 
casionally used iini>ersonally for ‘they 
say;’ yet as, in that sense, the plural 
would be more naturally used, the use 
of 4 says he^’ and of ‘ such a man ’ in 
the next verse, seems to point to a single 
individual at the head of St. Paul’s op¬ 
ponents. See last note, and p. 439, and 
comnare the use of 4 such a man ’ for the 
single incestuous person (2 Cor. ii. 7), 
and for St. Paul himself (2 Cor. xii. 2). 
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■write while absent, I will hear out by my deeds when 
present. 1 For I venture not to number or compares. 12 
myself with certain of the self-commenders; nay, 
they, measuring themselves by themselves, and com¬ 
paring themselves with themselves, are guilty of 
folly. 2 But I, for my part, will not let my boasting 13 
carry me beyond measure, but will confine it within 
that measure given me by God, who made my line 
reach even to you. For I stretch not myself beyond 14 
due bounds (as though 1 reached you not); for 1 
have already come as far even as Corinth 3 to publish 
the Glad-tidings of Christ. I am not boasting beyond 15 
measure, in the labours of others ; 4 but, I hope that 
as your faith goes on increasing, amoVig 8 yourselves, 

I shall be still further honoured within my appointed 
limits, by bearing the Glad-tidings to the countries 16 
beyond you ; not by boasting of work made ready to t 
ray hand within another man’s limit. Meantime, 17 
tfjat boasted), let fitm boast in 0)e ttorh.’« For a man 18 
is proved worthy, not when he commends himself, 
but when he is commended by the Lord. 

Would that ye could bear with me a little in my xi. 1 
folly! Yea, ye already bear with me. For I love 2 
you with a godly jealousy, because I betrothed you 
to one only husband, even to Christ, that I might 
present you unto Him in virgin purity; but I fear 3 
lest, as Eve was beguiled by the craftiness of the 
serpent, so your imaginations should be corrupted, 
and you should be seduced from your single-minded 
faithfulness to Christ. For if he that comes among 4 
you is preaching another Jesus, whom I preached 
not, or if you are receiving [from him] another Spirit, 
which you received not before, or a new Glad-tidings, 
which you accepted not before, you would do well to 
bear with me; 7 for I reckon myself no whit behind 5 


1 Literally, ‘ Let such a man reckon, 
that such as 1 am in word by letters while 
absent, such will I be also in deed when 
present.’ 

» The Greek word here is an Helle¬ 
nistic form of the 3rd pi. ind. present, 
and occurs Mat. xiii. 13. Hence we 
need not take it here fofr the dative 
plural. If the latter view were correct, 
the translation would be, ‘ but I mea¬ 
sure myself by my own standard, and 
compare myself with myself alone, un¬ 
wise as I am.’ But this translation 
presents several difficulties, both in it¬ 


self, and considered in reference to the 
context. Lachmann’a reading has ap¬ 
parently been caused by the difficulty 
of the Hellenistic form. 

8 ‘You.’ 

4 This was the conduct of St. Paul’s 
Judaising antagonists. 

4 Instead of* by you ’ we translate ‘ in 
you,’ and connect it with ‘ increased.’ 

« Quoted, according to the sense, 
from Jer. ix. 24 (LXX.); ‘in the 
Lord ’ being substituted for a longer 
phrase. Quoted also 1 Cor. i. 81. 

1 Lachmann (with the Vatican 
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xi. 6 your super-eminent Apostles. 1 Yea, though I be 
unskilled in the arts of speech, yet I am not wanting 
in the gift of 4 knowledge ; but I have manifested 3 it 

7 towards you in all things, and amongst all men. Or 
is it a sin [which must rob me of the name of 
Apostle], 4 that I proclaimed to you, without fee or 
reward, the Glad-tidings of God, and abased * myself 

8 that you might be exalted ? Other churches I spoiled, 

9 and took their wages to do you service. And when 
I was with you, though I was iir want, I pressed not 
upon any of you ; for the brethren, 6 when they came 
from Macedonia, supplied my needs ; and I kept, and 
will keep myself altogether from casting a burden 

10 upon you. As the truth of Christ is in me, no deed 
of mine shall rob me 7 of "this boasting in the region 

11 of Achaia. And why? Because I‘love you not? 
fl 2 God knows my love. But what I do I will continue 

to do, that I may cut off all ground from those whc 
wish to find some ground of slander; and let then- 
show the same cause for their boasting as I for mine.' 1 

13 Bor men like these are false Apostles, deceitful work¬ 
men, clothing themselves in the garb of Christ’s 

14 Apostles. And no wonder ; for even Satan can trans- 

15 form himself into an angel of light. It is not strange, 


Manuscript) has the veil) in the pre¬ 
sent, which makes the coincidence 
with ver. 1 more exact ; but if we keep 
the ftori.it, it may bear the sense here 
given it, on the same principle on which 
erat is often used for esset, and fuerat. 
for fuisset. We understand 1 bear with 
me’(not‘bear with Aim,’ with most 
commentators), because this agrees 
better with the context (the preposi¬ 
tion ‘for’ following), and with the 
first verse of the chapter. 

1 This phrase (which occurs onl)» in 
this Epistle) is ironical, ws is evident 
from the epithet ‘ the super-apostolic 
Apostles.’ lie refers to the Judaising 
emissaries from Palestine who had ar¬ 
rived at Corinth. 

3 The gift of * Gnosis ’ was a deep 
insight into spiritual truth. See Chap. 
XIlI. p. 334, n. 1. 

3 This is according to the readi ng 
supported by the preponderating weight 
of MS. authority. 

4 See pp. 342, 343. 

4 i-e. by working with his hands for 
his daily bread. See p. 301. In all 
probability (judging from what we 
know of other manufactories in those 


times) his fellow-workmen in Aquila’s 
tent manufactory were slaves. Com¬ 
pare Phil. iv. 12, ‘ I know how to be 
abased.’ 

“ Probably Timotheus and Silvanus, 
who may have brought the contribution 
sent by the I’hilippians. The A. V. 
1 which came ’ is incorrect. 

7 According to the true reading here, 
the literal English would be, this boast¬ 
ing shall not be stopped for me. 

8 The literal English of this didlcult 
passage is, ‘ that they, in the ground 
of their boasting, may he found even as 

De Wetto refers ‘ wherein they 
glory ’ to the Apostolic Office. We 
take it more generally. A more ob¬ 
vious way would be to take the phrase 
(with Chrysostom and the older inter¬ 
preters) to mean their abstaining from 
receiving maintenance ; but we know 
that the false teachers at Corinth did 
notdo this (obmpare ver. 20 below), but, 
on the contrary, boasted of their privi¬ 
lege, and alleged that St. Paul, by not 
claiming it, showed his consciousness 
that he was not truly sent by Christ. 
See 1 Cor. ix. 
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then, if his servants disguise themselves as servants 
of righteousness: but their end shall be according to 
their works. 

I entreat yon all once more 1 not to count me for xi. ] 
a fool; or, if you think me such, yet bear with me 
in mjr folly, that I, too, may boast a little of myself. 
But, in so doing, I speak not in the spirit of the 17 
Lord, but, as it were, in folly, while we stand upon 
this ground 2 of boasting; for, since many are boast- 18 
ing in the spirit of the flesh, I will boast likewise. 
And I know that you bear kindly with fools as be- 19 
seems the wise. 3 Nay, you bear with men, though 20 
they enslave you, though they devour you, though 
tney entrap you, though they exalt themselves over 
you, though they smite you on the face, to degrade 
you. 4 I say that I was weak ; 5 6 and yet, if any have 21, 
ground of boldness, I too (I speak in folly) have -l* 
ground to be as bold as they. Are they Hebrews ? 22 
so am I. Are they sons of Israel ? so am I. Are 
they the seed of Abraham ? so am I. Are they ser- 23 
vants of Christ ? (I speak as though I were beside 
myself) such, far more am I. In labours more 
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more 
frequent, in deaths oft. (Five times I received from 24 
Jews the forty stripes save one ; thrice I was scourged 25 
•with the Roman rods ; once I was stoned ; thrice I 
suffered shipwreck ; s a night and a day have I spent 
in the open 7 sea.) In journeyings often ; in perils 26 
of rivers, in porils of robbers; in perils from my 
countrymen, in perils from the heathen ; in perils in 
the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the 
sea ; in perils among false brethren. In toil and 27 
weariness, often in sleepless watchings; in hunger 


1 Literally, ‘ I say once more, let none 
count me ,* &c. 

* See note on 2 Cor. ix. 4. 

3 This is ironical. So ‘ ye are wise,’ 
in 1 Cor. iv. 10. 

4 Literally, in the way of degradation. 
The punctuation we adopt gives a sim¬ 
pler and more natural sense than that 

adopted in the first edition ; and it also 
better suits the use of the pleonastic 
phrase here and in 2 Or. v. 19 and 2 
Thess. ii. 2. 

6 This refers to the acknowledgments 
he has previously made of weakness in 
outward advantages, e.g. at xi. 6 and 
x. i. 

* The five Jewish scourgings, two of 


the three Koman beatings with rods 
(one being et Philippi), and the three 
shipwrecks, are all unrecorded in the 
Acts. The stoning was at Lystra. 
What a life of incessant adventure and 
peril is here disclosed to us! And 
when we remember that he who en¬ 
dured and dared all this was a man 
constantly suffering from infirm health 
(see 2 Cor. iv. 7-12, and 2 Cor. xii. 
7-10, and Gal. iv. 18, 14), such heroic 
self-devotion seems almost superhu¬ 
man. 

7 Probably in a small boat (or per¬ 
haps on a plank), escaping from one of 
the wrecks. 
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and thirst, often without bread to eat; in cold and 

xi. 28 nakedness. And besides all the rest, 1 there is the 

crowd * which presses upon me daily, and the care of 
29 all the churches. Who is weak, 3 but I share his 
weakness ? ' Who is caused to fall, but I burn with 
' T 30 indignation ? If I must needs boast, I will boast of 

31 my weakness. God, who is the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, He who is blessed for ever, knows that 
I lie not. 4 

32 In Damascus, the governor* under Aretas,® the 
king, kept watch over the city with a garrison, 

33 purposing to apprehend me; and I was let down 
by the wall, through a window, in a basket, and 
thus [not by my strength, but by my weakness] 

xii. 11 escaped his hands. Jt is not for me, then, to 

boast. 6 • 

But I will come also to visions and revelations 
of the Lord. I know 7 a man who was caught up 
2 fourteen years ago (whether in the body or out of 
the body, I cannot tell; God knoweth), caught up, 

I say, in the power of Christ, 8 even to the third 


1 Not ‘ those things that are without ’ 
as in A. V. 

2 For this meaning of the word com¬ 
pare Acts xxiv. 12. If we adopt an¬ 
other reading, which has the greater 
weight of existing MSS. in its favour, 
but patristic authority aguinst it, the 
meaning will be nearly the same; sec 
Canon Stanley’s note. 

3 For the way in which St. l’aul 
shared the weakness of the ‘ weaker 
brethren/ see p. 350, and the passages 
there referred to. 

4 This solemn oath, affirming his 
veracity, probably refers to the pre¬ 
ceding statements of his labours and 
dangers. Compare Gal. i. 20. # If, 
however, we should suppose that the 
next two verses were originally in¬ 
tended to be the beginning of a nar¬ 
rative of all his sufferings from the 
beginning, then we might refer the as¬ 
severation to such intended narrative. 

& For the historical questions con¬ 
nected with this incident, see p. 83. 
TA note on the word Ethnarch will be 
found in p. 89. h.] 

6 We prefer the reading of the Tex- 
tus Receptus (which is also adopted 
by Chrysostom and by Tischendorf) to 
that of theVatican Manuscript, adopted 
by Lachmano. On the other hand, for 
what follows we take Lachmann's read¬ 


ing, on the authority of the Codex Va- 
ticanus, instead of the Textus Receptus. 
The whole passage is most perplexing, 
from the obscurity of its connection 
witli what precedes and what follows. 
Why did St. Paul mention his escape 
from Damascus in so much detail V 
Was it merely as an event ignominious 
to himself V This seems the best view, 
but it is far from satisfactory. There 
is something most disappointing in his 
beginning thus to relate in detail the 
iirst in that series of wonderful escapes 
of which he had just before given a 
rapid sketch, and then suddenly and 
abruptly breaking off; leaving our 
curiosity roused and yet ungrutified. 
We cannot agree with De Wette in 
considering the Damascene escape to 
be introduced as the climax of nil the 
other ]>eril 8 mentioned, nor in re¬ 
ferring to it the solemn attestation of 
ver. 31. 

7 The mistranslation of the verb in 
A. V. (knew for know) very seriously 
affects the sense : nor is there anything 
in the Greek §orresponding to ‘ about. 

8 We take 4 in Christ ’ with * caught 
up,’ which would have come immedi¬ 
ately after the date, bad it not been 
intercepted by the parenthetic clause. 
To translate ‘ a Christian man ’ (as 
some commentators have done) is 


12 
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heaven. And I know that such a man ^whetherxi' 
in the body or out of the body I cannot tell; God 
knowetk ) was caught up into Paradise, 1 and heard 4 
unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for man to 
utter. Of such a man I will boast; but of myself 1 5 
will not boast, save in the tokens of my weakness. 

If I should choose to boast, I should not be guilty of 6 
empty vanity, for I should speak the truth ; but I 
forbear to speak, that I may not cause any man to 
think of me more highly than when he sees my deeds 
or hears my teaching. 2 And lost, through the ex- 7 
ceeding greatness of these revelations, I should be 
lifted up with pride, there was given me a thorn in 
the flesh, 8 a messenger of Satan, to buffet me, to keep 
down my pride. And thrice I besought the Lord 4 8 
concerning it, that it might depart from me. But 9 
He hath said to me, ‘ My grace is sufficient for thee ; C 
for my strength is mighty 5 in weakness.’ Most 
gladly, therefore, will I boast rather in my weakness 
than in my strength, that the strength of Christ may 
rest upon me and dwell in me.® Therefore I rejoice 10 
in signs of weakness, in outrage, in necessities, in 
persecutions, in straitness of distress, endured for 
Christ; for when I am weak, then am I strong. 7 

I have been guilty of folly, but you forced me to 1 1 
it; for I ought myself to have been commended by 
you : for I came no whit behind your super-eminent 8 
Apostles, though I be of no account. The marks, at 12 
least, of an Apostle were seen in the deeds which I 
wrought among you, in signs, and wonders, and 
miracles, with stedfast endurance of persecution. 9 
Wherein had you the disadvantage of other churches, 13 

hardly justified by such analogies as 4 That is, the Lord Jesus, us appears 
• they that are in Christ.’ by ‘ Christ’ in the next verse. 

1 Compare Luke xxiii. 43, To-day 5 Has its full development, 

shalt thou be with me in Paradise , and 6 The full meaning is, to come to a 

Rev. ii. 7. place for the purpose of fixing one's 

8 He alludes to the low opinion ex- tent there. Compare (with the whole 
pressed by hia adversaries at Corinth verse) iv. 7. 

of bis personal qualifications and teach- 7 i.e. the more he was depressed by 
ing ; compare x. 10. suffering and persecution, the more was 

8 The original is perhaps riot ade- he enabled to achieve by the aid of 
quately represented by the word thorn, Christ. See a very striking sermon of 
although the thoms of the East are far A. Monod (iu his Disewtrs sur St. Paul) 
more formidable than those of England, on this text. 

Stake is probably a more accurate 8 See note on xi. S. 
translation. See Prof. Stanley’s note * 9 The wori( here (in St. Paul’s lan- 

on the passage. A painful bodily in- - guage) means ttedputn**$ under per- 
firmity is meant. See Gal. iv. 18, 14, secution. Some of the 'persecutions 
and p. 210. , <ref?rred to are recorded in Acts xviil. 
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unless* indeed, that I did not burden you with my 

xii. 14 own maintenance ? forgive me this wrong. Behold 

I am now for the third time 1 preparing to visit you, 
and I purpose to cast no burden upon you; for I 
seek not your substance, but yourselves. Since 
children should not lay up wealth for parents, but 
parents for children. Nay, rather, most gladly will 

151 spend, yea, and myself be spent, for your souls, 
though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be 
loved. • 

But though it be granted that I did not burden 

16 you myself, yet perchance this was my cunning, 
whereby I entrapped your simplicity. Did I defraud 

1 7 you of your wealth by some of the messengers whom 

I sent to you ? 1 desired Titus to visit you, and with 

18 him I sent the brother, his fellow-traveller. Did 
Titus defraud you ? Did we not act in the same 
spirit ? Did we not walk in the same steps ? 

Do you again imagine that it is before you I dc- iicwnmntw 

19 fend myself ? Nay, before God I speak, in Christ; hmnlmt'i'm 
but all, beloved, for your sakes, that you may beimi.tif 
built up. For I fear lest perchance when 1 come 

201 should find you not such as L could wish, and in tlwb'uu-'* 
that you also should fine me other than you de- 1 ” 1 ' u “ c ' 
sire. I fear to find you full of strife, jealousies, 
passions, intrigues, 2 slanderings, backbitings, vaunt¬ 
ing, sedition. I fear lest, when 1 come, my God 

21 will again humble me 3 by your faults, and 1 shall 
mourn over many among those who have sinned 
before 4 * and who have not repented of the unclcan- 
ness, and fornication, anil wantonness which they 
committed. 

I now come to you for the third time/'’ ‘ ©lit 

xiii. 1 at tljc inauttj of ttoa ar tljrrr ixutucfitfesi rbcijj too rtf 

hr canfnmch.’ 6 I have warned you formerly, and 1 
2 now forewarn you, as when 7 I was present the second 

1 See note on xiii. 1 . tlie intermediate visit,) can only get 

* For the word here, see note on over this argument l>y supposing that 
Rom. ii. 8. St. Paul is here 1 reckoning his Second 

3 Literally, humble me in respect of epistle as virtually a second visit. 
you . See on this verse p. 375, note 1. (Stanley’s Corinthians , vol. ii. 265.) 

4 Sinned ‘ befpre: ’ viz. before my 6 Deut. xix. 15 (from LXX. nearly 

last visit. verbatim), lpeamng, * I will judge not 

3 ‘This third time I am coming to without examination, nor will I abstain 
you.’ This could scarcely mean merely, from punishing upon due evidence.’ 

' I am for the third time preparing to Or else (perhaps), ‘ I shall now as- 
vlsit you,’ .although- 2 Cor. xii. 14 suredly fulfil my threats.’ 
might imply no more than that. See 7 This passage, in which the word 
p.STo.n.l. i'rof. Stanley, (who ignores for *1 Write’is omitted by the best 
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time, so now, while I am absent, saying to tliose who 
bad sinned before [my last visit], and to all the rest 
of the offenders, —‘ If I come again I will not spare.’ 1 
Thus yon shall have the proof you seek of the power xiii. 
of Christ, who speaks in me ; for He shows no weak¬ 
ness towards you, but works mightily among yon. 

For although He died upon the cross through the 4 
weakness of the flesh, 2 yet now He lives through the 
power of God. And so I, too, share the weakness of 
His body ; 8 yet I shall share also the power of God, 
whereby He lives, when 4 I come to deal with you. 
Examine 5 [not me, but] yourselves, whether you 5 
are truly in the faith ; put yourselves to the proof 
[concerning Christ’s presence with you which ye 
seek in me]. Know ye not of your own selves, that 
Jesus Christ is dwelling in you ? unless, perchance, 
when thus proved, you fail to abide the proof. 6 But 6 
I hope you will find that I, for my part, abide the 
proof. 7 Yet I pray to God that you may do no evil; 8 7 
desiring not that my own power may be clearly 
proved, but that you may do right, although I should 
seem unable to abide the proof: for I have no power 8 
against the truth, but only for the truth’s defence. 

I rejoice, I say, when I am powerless [against you], 9 


MSS., seems conclusive for the inter¬ 
mediate journey. What would be the 
meauing of saying, ‘ I forewarn you as 
if I were present the second lime, now 
also while I am absent ? ’ which is 
the translation that we must adopt if 
we deny the intermediate visit. Also 
the ‘ they who had siuned before ’ con¬ 
trasted with the ‘ all the rest ’ (ver. 2), 
seems inexplicable except on this hy¬ 
pothesis. 

1 The conjunction here (as fre¬ 
quently) is equivalent to a mark of 
quotation. 

* The word here properly means 
weakness of the body. 

3 This is another reference to the 
disparaging reflections (see x. 10) cast 
upon him by his Corinthian opponents. 
He says virtually, ‘ You say that I am 
weak in bodily presence, and contemp¬ 
tible in personal accomplishments ; so 
also Christ was weak in the flesh, and 
suffered a shameful death upon the 
cross j yet He triumphed over His 
adversaries, and now shows His vic- 
orioua power; and so shall I do,, in the 
same strength.’ The sentiment is the 
same as iu iv. 10. 


* ‘ Towards you.’ The literal En¬ 
glish of the above passage is as follows: 
For if He was crucified through weak¬ 
ness, yet He lives through the power of 
God ; for I also am weak in Him, but 
I shall live with Him, through the power 
of God towards you. 

5 ‘Proof’ and ‘prove’ would give 
the verbal connection between ver. 3 
and ver. 5. 

6 The Greek means, to fail when 
tested ; this was the orginal meaning 
of the English to be reprobate (A. V.). 
Observe here again, the reference to 
the context (see preceding note). A 
paronomasia on the same words occurs 
Rom. i. 28. 

7 Viz. the proof that Christs power 
is with me. 

8 This may be translated (as it is by 
Grotius and Billroth, and was in our 
former edition), ‘fAat I may not harm 
you ; ’ for the verb used here sometimes 
takes a double accusative in N, T., e.g. 
Matt, xxvii. 22. Yet this construction 
so seldom occurs, that it seems totter 

-to adopt the more obvions meaning, 
although it does not so dearly suit the 
context. 
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and ypti are strong ; yea, the very end of my prayers 
xiii. 10 is your perfect reformation. Therefore I write this 
to yon while absent, that, when present, I may not 
deal harshly with you in the strength of that autho¬ 
rity which the Lord has given me, not to cast down, 1 
but to build up. 

11 Finally, brethren, farewell. Reform what is amiss conciu.iofl. 
in yourselves, 8 exhort one another, be of one mind, 

live in peace ; so shall the God T>f love and peace bo 

12 with you. Salute one another with the kiss of holi- 

1 a ness. 3 All the saints here salute you. 

14 The grace of *the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love Autograph 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be htn lc 
with you all. 4 * 

In this letter we find a considerable space devoted to subjects 
connected with a collection now in progress for the poor Christians 
in Judsea. 5 It is not the first time that we have seen St. Paul 
actively exerting himself in such a project. “ Nor is it the first 
time that this particular contribution has been brought before our 
notice. At Ephesus, in the First Epistle to the Corinthians, 
St. Paul gave special directions as to the method in which it 
should be laid up in store (1 Cor. xvi. 1-4). Even before this 
period similar instructions had been given to the Churches of 
Galatia (ib. 1). And the whole project was in fact the fulfilment 
of a promise made at a still earlier period, that in the course of 
his preaching among the Gentiles, the poor in Judsea should be 
remembered (Gal. ii. 10). 

The collection was going on simultaneously in Macedonia and 
Achaia; and the same letter gives us information concerning the 
manner in which it was conducted in both places. The directions 
given to the Corinthians were doubtless similar to those under 
which the contribution was made at Thessalonica and Philippi. 
Moreover, direct information is incidentally given of what was 
actually done in Macedonia; and thus we are furnished with 
materials for depicting to ourselves a passage in the Apostle’s life 
which is not described by St. Luke. There is much instruction to 
be gathered from the method and principles according to which 
these funds were collected by St. Paul and his associates, as well as 
from the conduct of those who contributed for their distant and 
suffering brethren. 

Both from this passage of Scripture and from others we are fully 

1 Compare x. 8. [And see note on 4 The ‘Amen’ Is not found in the 
x. 6. This is the last echo of the mill- best MSS. 

tary allegory; but with the threaten- 4 The whole of the eighth and ninth 
tag turned into encouragement. 11 .] chapters. 

* The substantive corresponding to 6 See the account of the mission of 

this verb is found in verse 9 ; and see Barnabas and Saul to Jerusalem in the 
1 Cor. 1.10. time of the famine. Chap. IV. 

* See note on 1 These, v. 25. 
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made aware of St. Paul’s motives for urging this benevolent.work. 
Besides his promise made long ago at Jerusalem, that in his 
s preaching among the Gentiles the poor Jewish Christians should 
be remembered, 1 the poverty of the residents in Judfea would be 
'a strong reason for his activity in collecting funds for their relief, 
among the wealthier communities who were now united with them 
in the same faith and hope. 2 But there was a far higher motive, 
which lay at the root of the Apostle’s anxious and energetic zeal in 
this cause. It is that which is dwelt on in the closing verses of the 
ninth chapter of the Epistle which has just been read, 3 and is again 
alluded to in words less sanguine in the Epistle to the Romans. 4 
A serious schism existed between the Gentile and Hebrew Chris¬ 
tians, 5 which, though partially closed from time to time, seemed in 
danger of growing continually wider under the mischievous influence 
of the Judaisers. The great labour of St. Paul’s life at this time 
was directed to the healing of this division. He felt that if the 
Gentiles had been made partakers of the spiritual blessings of the 
Jews, their duty was to contribute to them in earthly blessings 
(Rom. xv. 27), and that nothing woidd be more likely to allay the 
prejudices of the Jewish party than charitable gifts freely con¬ 
tributed by the Heathen converts. 0 According as cheerful or 
discouraging thoughts predominated in his mind,—and to such 
alternations of feeling oven an Apostle was liable,—he hoped that 
‘ the ministration of that service would not only fill up the measure 
of the necessities of Christ’s people ’ in Judiea, but would ‘ over¬ 
flow ’ in thanksgivings and prayers on their part for those whose 
hearts had been opened to bless them (2 Cor. ix. 12-15), or he 
feared that this charity might be rejected, and he entreated the 
prayers of others, ‘ that he might be delivered from the disobedient 
in Judma, and that the service which he had undertaken for Jeru' 
saletn might be favourably received by Christ’s people ’ (Rom. xv. 
30, 31). 

Influenced by these motives, he spared no pains in promoting 
the work ; but every step was conducted with the utmost prudence 
and delicacy of feeling. He was well aware of the calumnies with 
which his enemies were ever ready to assail his character ; and, 
therefore, he took the most careful precautions against the possi¬ 
bility of being accused of mercenary ittotives. , At an early stage of 
the collection, we find him writing to the Corinthians, to suggest 
that ‘ whomsoever they should judge fitted for the trust, should be 
sent to carry their benevolence to Jerusalem’ (1 Cor. xvi. 3); and 
again he alludes to the delegates commissioned with Titus, as 
‘ guarding himself against all suspicion which might be cast on him 
in his administration of the bounty with which he was charged,’ 
and as being 1 careful to do all things in a seemly manner, not only 
in the sight of the Lard, but also in the sight of men ’ (2 Cor. viii. 
20, 21). This regard to what was seemly appears most strikingly 

1 Gal. ii. 10, above quoted. Seep. 174. 3 2 Cor. ix. 12-16. 

* See the remarks on this subject, in 4 Rom. xv. 30, 31. 

reference to the early jealousy between 3 See the remarks on this subject in 
the Christians of Aramaic and Hellen- Chap. VII. 
istic descent, p. 56. 0 See p. 107. 
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in his mode of bringing the subject before those to whom he wrote 
and spoke. He lays no constraint upon them. They are to give 
‘ not grudgingly or of necessity,’ but each ‘according to the free 
choice of his heart; for God loveth a cheerful giver ’ (2 Cor. ix. 7). • 
‘ If there is a willing mind, the gift is acceptable when measure^ 
by the giver’s power, and needs not to go beyond ’ (2 Cor. viii. 12). 
He spoke rather as giving ‘ advice ’ (viii. 10), than a ‘ command ;’ 1 
and he sought to prove the reality of his converts’ love, .by 
reminding them of the zeal of others (viii. 8). In writing to the 
Corinthians, he delicately contrasts their wealth with the poverty 
of the Macedonians. In speaking to the Macedonians themselves, 
such a mode of appeal was less natural, for they were poorer and 
more generous. Yet them also he endeavoured to rouse to a 
generous rivalry, by telling them of the zeal of Achaia (viii. 24, 
ix. 2). To theirt also he would doubtless say that ‘ he who sows 
sparingly shall reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully shall 
reap bountifully ’ (ix. 0), while he would gently remind them that 
God was ever able to give them an overflowing measure of all good 
gifts, supplying all their wants, and enabling them to be bountiful 11 
to others (ib. 8). And that one overpowering argument could 
never be forgotten,—the example of Christ, and the debt of lovo 
we owe to Him,—‘ You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
how, though He was rich, yet for our sakes He became poor, that 
you, by His poverty, might be made rich ’ (viii. 9). Nor ought we, 
when speaking of the instruction to bo gathered from this chari¬ 
table undertaking, to leave unnoticed the calmness and deliberation 
of the method which he recommends of laying aside, week by 
week, 3 what is devoted to God (1 Cor. xvi. 2),—a practice equally 
remote from the excitement of popular appeals, and the mere 
impulse of instinctive benevolence. 

The Macedonian Christians responded nobly to the appeal which 
was made to them by St. Paul. The zeal of their brethren in 
Achaia ‘roused the most of them to follow it’ (2 Cor. ix. 2). God’s 
grace was abundantly ‘manifested in the Churches’ 4 on the north 
of the riSgean (ib. viii. I). Their conduct in this matter, as 
described to us by the Apostle’s pen, rises to the point of the 
highest praise. It was a time, not of prosperity, but of great 
affliction, to the Macedonian Churches ; nor were they wealthy 
communities like the Church of Corinth ; yet, ‘ in their heavy 
trial, the fulness of their joy overflowed out of the depth of their 
poverty in the riches of their liberality ’ (ib. viii. 2). Their contri¬ 
bution was no niggardly gift, wrung from their covetousness (viii. 6); 
but they gave honestly ‘ according to their means ’ (ib. 3), and not 
only so, but even ‘beyond their means’ (ib.) ; nor did they give 
grudgingly, under the pressure of the Apostle’s urgency, but ‘ of 
their own free will, beseeching him with much entreaty that they 

1 Compare his language to Philemon, seem that the plan recommended in 1 
whom he * might have commanded,’ Cor. xvi. 2, had been carried into effect, 
but* for love’s sake he rather besought See Paley’s remarks in the Hone 
him,’ ver. 9. See the Introduction. Paulina on 2 Cor. The same plan 

1 Compare what was said at Miletus, had been recommended in Galatia, and 
Acts xx. 35 t also Eph. iv. 28. probably in Macedonia. 

* From 2 Cor. viii. 10, ix. 2, it would * See p. 453. n. 8. 



468 The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. *• [ch. 

might bear their part in the grace of ministering to Christ’s people ’ 
(ib. 3, 4). And this liberality arose from that which is the basis of 
all true Christian charity. ‘ They gave themselves first to the Lord 
" Jesus Christ, by the will of God ’ (ib. 5). 

4 The Macedonian contribution, if not complete, was in a state of 
much forwardness, 1 when St. Paul wrote to Corinth. He speaks of 
liberal funds as being already pressed upon his acceptance (2 Cor. 
viii. 4), and the delegates who were to accompany him to Jerusalem 
had already been chosen (2 Cor. viii. 19, 23). We do not know 
how many of the Churches of Macedonia took pail; in this collec¬ 
tion, 2 but we cannot doubt that that of Philippi held a conspicuous 
place in so benevolent a work. In the ease of the Philippian 
Church, this bounty was only a continuation of the benevolence 
they had begun before, and an earnest of that which gladdened the 
Apostle’s heart in his imprisonment at Rome. 1 In the beginning 
of the Gospel’ they and they only had sent once and again 3 to 
relieve his wants, both at Thessalonica and at Corinth (Phil. iv. 
15, 16) ; and ‘ at the last ’ their care of their friend and teacher 
‘ flourished again ’ (ib. 10), and they sent their gifts to him at 
Rome, as now they sent to their unknown brethren at Jerusalem. 
The Philippians are in the Epistles what that poor woman is in the 
Gospels, who placed two mites in the treasury. They gave much, 
because they gave of their poverty ; and wherever the Gospel is 
preached throughout the whole world, there shall this liberality be 
told for a memorial of them. 

If the principles enunciated by the Apostle in reference to the 
collection command our devout attention, and if the example of the 
Macedonian Christians is held out to the imitation of all future ages 
of the Church, the conduct of those who took an active part in the 
management of the business should not be unnoticed. Of two of 
these the names are unknown to us, 4 though their characters are 
described. One was a brother, ‘ whose praise in publishing the 
Gospel was spread throughout the Churches,’ and who had been 
chosen by the Church of Macedonia to,accompany St. Paul with the 
charitable fund to Jerusalem (2 Cor. viii. 18, 19). The other was 
one ‘ who had been put to the proof in many trials, and always 
'ound zealous in the work ’ (ib. 22). But concerning Titus, the 
third companion of these brethren, ‘ the partner of St. Paul’s lot, 
and his fellow-labouror for the good of the Church,’ we have fuller 
information ; and this seems to be the right place to make a more 
particular allusion to him, for he was nearly concerned in all the 
steps of the collection now in progress. 


1 The sorist in 2 Cor. viii. 2 does 
not necessarily imply that the collec¬ 
tion was closed; and the present in 
ix. 2 rather implies the contrary. 

2 In 2 Cor. xi. 9 we find Philippi 
used as equivalent to Macedonia (pp. 
486,487), and so it may be here. But 
it is not absolutely certain (ibid.) that 
the Second Epistle to the Corinthians 

was written at Philippi. The Churches 

in Macedonia were only few, and com¬ 


munication among them was easy along 
the Via Egnatia; as when the first 
contributions were sent from Philippi 
to St. Paul at Thessalonica. See pp. 
253, 254. 

* See above, p. 486. For the account 
of this relief being sent to St. Paid, 
see p. 254; and p. 301, n. 9, in refe¬ 
rence to Phil. iv. 10, and 2 Cor. xi. 9. 

4 See the notes on 2 Cor. viii. 
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Titus does not, like Timothy, appear at intervals through all the 
passages of the Apostle’s life. He is not mentioned in the Acts at 
all, and this is the only place where he comes conspicuously forward 
in the Epistles; 1 2 and all that is said of him is connected with the ' 
business of the collection. 3 Thus we have a detached portion of his« 
biography, which is at once a thread that guides us through the 
main facts of the contribution for the Judiean Christians, and a 
source whence we can draw some knowledge of the character,of 
that disciple, to whom St. Paul addressed one of his pastoral 
Epistles. At an early stage of tlip proceedings he seems to have 
been sent,—soon after the First Epistle was despatched from 
Ephesus to Corinth (or perhaps as its bearer)—not simply to en¬ 
force the Apostle’s general injunctions, but 3 to labour also in for¬ 
warding the collection (2 Cor. xii. 18). Whilst he was at Corinth, 
we find that he tAok an active and zealous part at the outset of the 
good work (ib. viii. G). And now that he had come to Macedonia, 
and brought the Apostle good news from Achaia, he was exhorted 
to return, that he might finish what was so well begun, taking with 
him (as we have seen) the Second Epistle to the Corinthians, and 
accompanied by the two deputies who have just been mentioned. 
It was a task which he was by no means unwilling to undertake. 
God ‘ put into his heart the same zeal ’ which Paul himself had ; he 
not only consented to the Apostle’s desire, but was ‘ himself very 
zealous in the matter, and went of his own accord ’ (2 Cor. viii. 
16, 17). If we put together these notices, scanty as they are, of 
the conduct of Titus, they set before sis a character which seems 
to claim our admiration for a remarkable union of enthusiasm, 
integrity, and discretion. 

After the departure of Titus, St. Paul still continued to prosecute 
the labours of an evangelist in the regions to the north of Greece. 
He was unwilling as yet to visit the Corinthian Church, the disaf¬ 
fected members of which still caused him so much anxiety,—and 
he would doubtless gladly employ this period of delay to accomplish 
any plans he might have formed and left incomplete on his former 
visit to Macedonia. On that occasion he had been persecuted in 
Philippi, 4 and had been forced to make a precipitate retreat from 
Thessalonica; 6 and from Bercea his course had been similarly urged 
to Athens and Corinth. 6 Ijjow he was able to embrace a wider 
circumference in his Apostolic progress. Taking Jerusalem as his 
centre, 7 he had been perpetually enlarging the circle of his travels. 
In his first missionary journey he had preached in the southern 

1 See p. 167, n. 13. It is observed the mission of Titus had something 
there that the only Epistles in which to do with the collection, might lie 
he is mentioned are Gal., 2 Cor., and inferred from 2 Cor. xii. 18: ‘ Did 

2 Tim. Seealsop. 418, note 6. Titus defraud you ? ’ Wedonotknow 

* The prominent appearance of Titus who the ‘ brother ’ was, that was sent 
in this part of the history has been with him bn that occasion from 
made an argument for placing the Ephesus. 

Epistle to Titus, as Wieseler and others 4 p. 229. 3 pp. 266, 266. 

have done, abont this part of St. Paul's ® pp. 262, 263. 

life. This question will be discussed 7 Notice the phrase, ‘from Jerusa- 
afterwards. lem, and in a circle,' Ac. Bom. xv. 19 j 

* See above, p. 486. The fact that and see the Hnra Paulina. 



47 © The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. <• [ch. 

parts of Asia Minor and the northern parts of Syria : in his second 
journey, he had visited the Macedonian towns which lay near the 
shores of the ASgean : and now on his third progress he would 
r ' seem to have penetrated into the mountains of the interior, or even 
i beyond them to the shores of the Adriatic, and ‘ fully preached the 
Gospel of Christ round about unto Illyricum ’ (Rom. xv. 19). 

We here encounter a subject on which some difference of opinion 
must unavoidably exist. If we wish to lay down the exact route 
of the Apostle, we must first ascertain the meaning of the term 
‘ Illyricum ’ as used by St. Pauljn writing to the Romans : and if 
we find this impossible, we must be content to leave this part of 
the Apostle’s travels in some degree of vagueness ; more especially 
as the preposition (‘ unto,’ y'fxP') employed in the passage is evi¬ 
dently indeterminate. 

The political import of the word 1 Illyricum ‘ will be seen by 
referring to what has been written on the province of Macedonia’ 
in an earlier chapter. It -has been there stated that the former 
province was contiguous to the north-western frontier of the latter. 
It must be observed, however, that a distinction was anciently 
drawn between Greek Illyricum, a district on the south, which was 
incorporated by the Romans with Macedonia, and formed the coast¬ 
line of that province where it touched the Adriatic, 2 —and Barbarous, 
or Homan Illyricum, which extended towards the head of that gulf, 
and was under the administration of a separate governor. This is 
‘ one of those ill-fated portions of the earth which, tliough placed in 
immediate contact with civilisation, have remained perpetually bar¬ 
barian.’ 3 For a time it was in close connection, politically and 
afterwards ecclesiastically, with the capitals both of the Eastern 
and Western empires : but subsequently it relapsed almost into its 
former rude condition, and ‘ to this hour it is devoid of illustrious 
names and noble associations.’ 4 * Until the time of Augustus, the 
Romans were only in possession of a narrow portion along the coast, 
which had been torn during the wars of the Republic from the 
piratic inhabitants. 3 But under the first Emperor a large region, 
extending far inland towards the valleys of the Save and the Drave, 
was formed into a province, and contained some strong links of the 
chain of military posts, which was extended along the frontier of 
the Danube. 6 At first it was placed under the Senate : but it was 
soon found to require the presence of large masses of soldiers : the 
Emperor took it into his own hands, and inscriptions are still ex¬ 
tant on which we can read the records of its occupation by the 
seventh and eleventh legions. 7 Dalmatia, which is also mentioned 


1 p. 248, &c. See our map of St. 

Paul’s third missionary journey. 

3 For the seaboard of Macedonia 
on the Adriatic, see pp. 248, 244. 

3 Arnold’s Rome, vol. i. p. 495. 

4 Ibid. 

* It extended from the river Drilon 
to the Istrian peninsula. 

6 One of the most important of these 

military posts was Siscta, in the Pan- 


nonian country, on the Save. The line 
was continued by Augustus through 
Mcesia, though the reduction of that 
region to a province was later. Six 
legions protected the frontier of the 
Danube. 

7 Josephus alludes to these legions. 
War, ii. 16. His language on geo¬ 
graphical subjects is always important 
as an illustration of the Acts. 
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by St. Paul (2 Tim. iv. 10), was a district in the southern part of 
this province ; and after the final reduction of the Dalmatian 
tribes, the province was more frequently called by this name than 
by that of Illyricnm. 1 * The limits of this political jurisdiction (to • 
speak in general terms) may be said to have included Bosnia, and| 
the modern 3 Dalmatia, with parts of Croatia and Albania. 

But the term Illyricum was by no means always, or even 
generally, used in a strictly political sense. The extent of country 
included in the expression was various at various times. The 
Illyrians were loosely spoken of by the earlier Greek writers as the 
tribes which wandered on the eastern shore of the Adriatic. The 
Illyricum which engaged the arms of Rome under the Republic was 
only a narrow strip of that shore with the adjacent islands. But in 
the Imperial timjs it came to be used of a vast and vague extent of 
country lying to the south of the Danube, to the east of Italy, and 
to the west of Macedonia.* So it is used by Strabo in the reign of 
Augustus, and similarly by Tacitus in liis account of the civil wars 
which preceded the fall of Jerusalem; 4 and the same phraseology 
continues to be applied to this region, till the third century of the 
Christian era. We need not enter into the geographical changes 
which depended on the new division of the empire under Constan¬ 
tine, or into the fresh significance which, in a later age, was given 
to the ancient names, when the ri valry of ecclesiastical jurisdictions 
led to the schism of Eastern and Western Christendom. 5 Wo have 
said enough to show that it is not possible to assume that the 
Illyricum of St. Paul was a definite district, ruled as a province by 
a governor from Rome. 

It seems by far the most probable that the terms ‘ Illyricum ’ and 
‘ Dalmatia ’ are both used by St. Paul in a vague and general sense : 
as we have before had occasion to remark in reference to Asia 
Minor, where many geographical expressions, such as ‘ Mysia,’ 
‘Galatia,’ and ‘ Phrygia,’ were variously used, popularly and politi¬ 
cally. 0 It is indeed quite possible that St. Paul, not deeming it 
right as yet to visit Corinth, may have pushed on by the Via 
Egnatia,’ from Philippi and Thossaloniea, across the central moun¬ 
tains which turn the streams eastward and westward, to Dyrrha- 
chium, the landing-place of those who had come by the Appian 
Road from Rome to Brun«dusivim. 8 Then, though still in the 
province of Macedonia, he would bo in the district called Greek 

1 Dalmatia is a name unknown to and of the dioceses which were the 

the earlier Greek writers. subjects of the rival claims of Rome 

3 The modern name of Illyria has anti Constantinople, will be found in 
again contracted to a district of no Neale’s History of the Kustcm Church. 
great extent in the northern part of 6 Seepp. 181, 182, 211. 
the ancient province. 7 See the account of the Via Eg- 

3 See Gibbon’s first chapter. natia, p. 244. 

4 Tac. Hist. i. 2, 7G, Ac., where under H It has been said above (p. 292), 

the term Illyricum are included Dal- that when St. Paul was on the 

matia, Pannonia, and Moesia: and this, Roman wav at Philippi he was really 

it must be remembered, is strictly co- on the road which led to Rome, loo 
temporaneous with the'Apostle. ordinary ferry was from Dvrrhachium 

* A geographical account of Illyri- to Brundusium. 
cum in ita later ecclesiastical sense. 
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IUyricum: 1 and he would be on a line of easy communication with 
Nicopolis* on the south, where, on a later occasion, he proposed to 
winter (Tit. iii. 12) ; and he could easily penetrate northwards 
into Roman or Barbarous IHyricum, where was that district of 
r Dalmatia, 5 which was afterwards visited by his companion Titus, 
whom, in the present instance, he had despatched to Corinth. But 
we must admit that the expression in the Romans might have been 
legitimately 4 used, if he never passed beyond the limits of Mace¬ 
donia, and even if his Apostolic labours were entirely to the east¬ 
ward of the mountains, in the country watered by the Strymon and 
the Axius. 5 

Whether he travelled widely and rapidly in the regions to the 
north of Greece, or confined his exertions to the neighbourhood of 
those Churches which he had previously founded,—the time soon 
came when he determined to revisit that Church, which had caused 
him so much affliction not unmixed with joy. During the course of 
his stay at Ephesus, and in all parts of his subsequent journey in 
Troas and Macedonia, his heart had been continually at Corinth. 
He had been in frequent communication with his inconsistent and 
rebellious converts. Three letters 6 had been written to entreat or 
to threaten them. Besides his own personal visit 7 when the 
troubles were beginning, he had sent several messengers, who were 
authorised to speak in his name. Moreover, there was now a 
special subject in which his interest and affections were engaged, 
the contribution for the poor in Judtea, which he wished to ‘ seal ’ 
to those for whom it was destined (Rom. xv. 28) before undertaking 
his journey to the West. 8 

Of the time and the route of this southward journey we can only 
say that the most probable calculation leads us to suppose that he 
was travelling with his companions towards Corinth at the approach 
of winter; and this makes it likely that he went by land rather 
than by sea. 9 A good road to the south had long been formed 
from the neighbourhood of Bercea, 10 connecting the chief towns of 
Macedonia with those of Achaia. Opportunities would not be 
wanting for preaching the Gospel at every stage in his progress ; 
and perhaps we may infer from his own expression in writing to the 
Romans (xv. 23),—‘ I have no more place in those parts,’—either 
that Churches were formed in every chief city between Thessalonica 
and Corinth, or that the Glad-tidings had been unsuccessfully pro- 


1 See above, p. 470, comparing pp. 
248, 244. 

* Nicopolia was in Epirus, which, it 
will be remembered (see above under 
Macedonia), was in the province of 
Achaia. 

8 See above, p. 471. It is indeed 
possible that the word Dalmatia in this 
Epistle may be used for the province 
(of IUyricum or Dalmatia), and not a 
subordinate district of what was called 
IUyricum in the wider sense. 

* The preposition need not denote 
anything more than that St. Paul came 
to the frontier. 


5 See what has been said of these 
rivers in Chap. IX. 

6 The question of the lost letter has 
been discussed above, Chap. XV.p. 377. 

7 See again, on this intermediate 
visit, the beginning of Chap. XV. 

8 For the project of this westward 
journey see the end of Chap. XV. 
above. 

. 9 See Acts xxvii. 9. 

19 The roads through Diura have been 
alluded to above, p. 264, and compare 
p. 261, n. 2. 
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claimed in Thessaly and Bceotia, as on the former journey they 
had found but little credence among the philosophers and triAers 
of Athens. 1 


1 Athens is never mentioned again 
after Acts xviii. 1, 1 'l’hess. iii. 1. We 
do not know that it was ever revisited 
by the Apostle, and in the second 
century we find that Christianity was 
almost extinct there. See p. 295. 


At the same time nothing would be 
more easy than to visit Athens, withl 
other ‘Churches of Achaia,' during 
his residence at Corinth. Seo p. 802, 
note, and p. 439. 



Coin of Macedonia. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 


St. Paul’s Return to Corinth.—Contrast with his First Visit.—Bad News from 
Galatia.—He writes the Epistle to the Galatians. 

It was probably already winter, when St. Paul once more beheld 
in the distance the lofty citadel of Corinth, to>vering above the 
isthmus which it commands. The gloomy season must have har¬ 
monised with his feelings as he approached. The clouds which, at 
the close of autumn, so often hang round the summit of the Acro- 
Corinthus, and cast their shadow upon the city below, might have 
seemed to typify the mists of vice and error which darkened the 
minds even of its Christian citizens. Their father in the faith 
knew that, for some of them at least, he had laboured in vain. Ho 
was returning to converts who had cast off the morality of the 
Gospel ; to friends who had forgotten his love ; to enemies who 
disputed his divine commission. It is true, the majority of the 
Corinthian Church had repented of their worst sins, and submitted 
to his Apostolic commands. Yet what was forgiven could not 
entirely be forgotten ; even towards the penitent ho could not feel 
all the confidence of earlier affection ; and there was still left an 
obstinate minority, who would not give up their habits of impurity, 
and who, when he spoke to them of righteousness and judgment to 
come, replied either by openly defending their sins, or by denying 
his authority and impugning his orthodoxy. 

He now came prepared to put down this opposition by the most 
decisive measures : resolved to cast out of the Church these antago¬ 
nists of truth and goodness, by the plenitude of his Apostolic 
power. Thus he warned them a few months before (as he had 
threatened, when present on an earlier occasion), ‘ when I come 
again, I will not spare ’ (2 Cor. xiii. 2). He declared his determi¬ 
nation to punish the disobedient (2 Cor. x.* 6). He ‘ boasted ’ of 
the authority which Christ had given him (2 Cor. x. 8). He be¬ 
sought them not to compel him to use the weapons entrusted to him 
(2 Cor. x. 2), weapons not of fleshly weakness, but endowed with 
the might of God (2 Cor. x. 4). He pledged himself to execute by 
his deeds when present, all he had threatened by his words when 
absent (2 Cor. x. II). 

As we think of him, with these purposes of severity in his mind, 
approaching the walls of Corinth, we are irresistibly reminded of 
the eventful close of a former journey, when Saul, ‘ breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord,’ drew 
nigh to Damascus. How strongly does this accidental resemblance 
bring out the essential contrast between the weapons and the spirit 
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of Saul and Paul ! Then he wielded the sword of the secular power 

—he travelled as the proud representative of the Sanhedrin_the 

minister of human cruelty and injustice : he was the Jewish Inqui¬ 
sitor, the exterminator of heretics, seeking for victims to imprison 
or to stone. Now he is meek and lowly, 1 travelling in the humblesl 
guise of poverty, with no outward marks of pre-eminence or power 
he has no gaolers at his command to bind his captives, no execu¬ 
tioners to carry out his sentence. All he can do is to exclude those 
who disobey him from a society of poor and ignorant outcasts, -vrfu 
are the objects of contempt to all the mighty, and wise, and noble 
among their countrymen. His adversaries despise his apparent 
insignificance ; they know that he has no outward means of enforc¬ 
ing his will; they see that his bodily presence is weak; they think 
his speech contemptible. Yet he is not so powerless as he seems. 
Though now he wields no carnal weapons, his arms are not weaker 
but stronger than they were of old. He cannot bind the bodies of 
men, but he can bind then' souls. Truth and love are on his side; 
the Spirit of God bears witness with the spirits of men on his be¬ 
half. His weapons are ‘ mighty to overthrow the strongholds of 
the adversaries;’ ‘Thereby’ he could ‘overthrow the xeasonings of 
the disputer, and pull down the lofty bulwarks which raise them¬ 
selves against the knowledge of God, and bring every rebellious 
thought into captivity and subjection to Christ.’‘ 

Nor is’there less difference in the spirit of his warfare than in the 
character of his weapons. Then he ‘ breathed out threatenings and 
slaughter;’ he ‘made havoc of the Church;’ he ‘haled men and 
women into prison;’ he ‘ compelled them to blaspheme. ’ Whon 
their sentence was doubtful, he gave his vote for their destruction; 3 
he was ‘ exceedingly mad against them.’ Then his heart was filled 
with pride and hate, uncharitablencss and self-will. But now his 


proud and passionate nature is transformed by the Spirit of God ; 
he is crucified with Christ : the fervid impetuosity of his character 
is tempered by meekness and gentleness ; his very denunciations 
and threats of punishment are full of love ; he grieves over his 
contumacious opponents; the thought of their pain fills him with 
sadness. ‘ For if I cause you grief, who is there to cause me joy ?’ 4 
He implores them, even at the eleventh hour, to save him from the 
necessity of dealing harshly with them ; lie had rather leave his 
authority doubtful, and still remain liable to the sneers of his ad¬ 
versaries, than establish it by their punishment (2 Cor. xiii. 7-9). 
He will condescend to the weakest prejudices, rather than cast a 
stimibling-block in a brother’s path ; he is ready to become ‘ all 
things to all men,’ that he may ‘ by all means save some.’ 

Yet all that was good and noble in the character of Saul remains 
in Paul, purified from its old alloy. The same zeal for God bums 
in his heart, though it is no longer misguided by ignorance or 
warped by party spirit. The same firm resolve is seen in carrying 
out his principles to their consequences, though he shows it not in 
persecuting but in suffering. The same restless energy, which 
carried him from Jerusalem to Damascus that he might extirpate 


1 See 2 Cor. x. 1. ’2 Cor. x. 4, 5. * Acts xxvi. 10. 

4 2 Cor. U. 2. 
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heresy,.now urges him from one end of the world to the other, 1 
that he may bear the tidings of salvation. 

The painful anticipations which saddened his return to Corinth 
were not, however, altogether unrelieved by happier thoughts. As 
he approached the well-known gates, in the midst of that band of 
faithful friends who accompanied him from Macedonia, his memory 
could not but revert to the time when first he entered the same 
city, a friendless and lonely 2 stranger. He could not but recall 
the feelings of extreme depression with which he first began his 
missionary work at Corinth, after his unsuccessful visit to Athens. 
The very firmness and bold confidence which now animated him,— 
the assurance which he felt of victory over the opponents of truth, 
—must have reminded him by contrast of the anxiety and Self¬ 
distrust 5 which weighed him down at his first intercourse with the 
Corinthians, and which needed a miraculous vision 4 for its removal. 
How could he allow discouragement to overcome his spirit, when he 
remembered the fruits borne by labours which had begun in so 
much sadness and timidity ? It was surely something that hun¬ 
dreds of believers now called on the name of the Lord Jesus, who 
when he first came among them had worshipped nothing but the 
deification of their own lusts. Painful no doubt it was to find 
that their conversion had been so incomplete; that the pollutions 
of heathenism still defiled those who had once washed away the 
stains 6 of sin; yet the majority of the Church had repented of 
their offences; the number who obstinately persisted in sin was but 
small; and if many of the adult converts were so tied and bound 
by the chains of habit, that their complete deliverance could scarce 
be hoped for, yet at least their children might be brought up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. Moreover, there were some, 
even in this erring Church, on whom St. Paul could think with un¬ 
mingled satisfaction ; some who walked in the Spirit, and did not 
fulfil the lust of the flesh : who were created anew in Christ Jesus; 
with whom old tilings had passed away, and all things had become 
new; who dwelt in Christ, and Christ in them. Such were Erastua 
the treasurer, and Stephanas, the first fruits of Achaia; such were 
Fortunatus and Achaicus, who had lately travelled to Ephesus on 
the errand of their brethren ; such was Gaius, 6 who was even now 
preparing to welcome beneath his hospitable roof the Apostle who 
had thrown open to himself the doorvjf entrance into the Church of 
Christ. When St. Paul thought of ‘ them that were such,’ and of 
the many others ‘ who worked with them and laboured,’ 7 as he 
threaded the crowded streets on his way to the house of Gaius, 
doubtless he ‘ thanked God and took courage.’ 

1 cHe was at this very time intending p. 279. 
to go .first to Jerusalem, thence to Rome, 3 See 1 Cor. ii. 1-8. 

ana thence to Spain; that is, to travel 4 Acts xviii. 9. S i Cor.-vi. 11. 

from the Eastern to tha Wes tern ex- * It would be umm eMreot to write 

jjtremitiea of the civilised world. See this name Cains;’ - hut as the name 
"Rom. xv. 28. Compare the conclusion under its Creek form of Gaius has 
of Chap. XVII. -become, naturalised in the English 

1 He waslelt at Athens almu (1 Thess. languajgafSS a synonym of Christian 
lit. 1), and an remained till Tixnotheua homdjBmty, it seems undesirable to 
and Silas rejoined him at Corinth. See alfi^ it. 7 1 Cor. xvi. 16. 
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Bat a painful surprise awaited him on his arrival. He found 
that intelligence had reached Corinth from Ephesus, by the direct 
route, of a more recent date than any which ho had lately received; 
and the tidings brought by this channel concerning the state of the • 
Galatian churches, excited both his astonishment and his indigna-f 
tion. 1 His converts there, whom he seems to have regarded with 
peculiar affection, and whose love and zeal for himself had formerly 
been so conspicuous, were rapidly forsaking his teaching, apd 
falling an easy prey to the arts of Judaising missionaries from 
Palestine. We have seen the vigour and success with which the 
Judaising party at Jerusalem wefe at this period pursuing their 
new tactics, by carrying the war into the territory of their great 
opponent, and endeavouring to counterwork him in the very centre 
of his influence, in the bosom of those Gentile Churches which ho 
had so lately founded. We know how great was the difficulty with 
which he had defeated (i^ indeed, they were yet defeated) the 
agents of this restless party at Corinth* and now, on his reaching 
that city to crush the last remains of their opposition, he heard 
that they had been working the same mischief in Galatia, where he 
had least expected it. There, as in most of the early Christian 
communities, a portion of the Church had been Jews by birth ; 
and this body would afford a natural fulcrum for the efforts of tlio 
Judaising teachers; yet wo cannot suppose that the number of 
Jews resident in this inland district could have been very larged 
And St. Paul in addressing the Galatians, although he assumes that 
there were some among them familiar with the Mosaic law, yet 
evidently implies that the majority were converts from heathenism. 3 
It is remarkable, therefore, that the Judaising emissaries should so 
soon have gained so great a hold over a church consisting mainly of 
Gentile Christians; and the fact that they did so proves not only 
their indefatigable activity, but also their skill in the arts of con¬ 
ciliation and persuasion. It must be remembered, however, that 
they were by no means scrupulous as to the means which they 
employed to effect their objects. At any cost of falsehood and 
detraction, they resolved to loosen the hold of St. Paul upon the 
affection and respect of his converts. Thus to the Galatians they 
accused him of a want of uprightness, in observing the Law himself 
whilst among the Jews, yet persuading the Gentiles to renounce 
it; 4 they argued tliaj his motive was to keep his converts in a 
subordinate state, excluded from the privileges of a full covenant 
with God, which was enjoyed by the circumcised alone; 5 they 
declared that he was an interested flatterer, 6 ‘ becoming all things 
to all men,’ that he might make a party for himself; and above all, 
they insisted that he falsely represented himself as an apostle of 
Christ, for that he had not, like the Twelve, been a follower of 


1 This is on the assumption that the 
Epistle to the Galatians was written 
soon after St. Paul’s arrival at Corinth 
on the present occasion. For the rea¬ 
sons in favour of this hypothesis, see 
the note upon the date of the Epistle 
below. 


* On the probable character of the 
Jewish population of Galatia, see p. 
189. 

* See Gal. iv. 8. 

4 Gal. v. 11. 

* Gal. iv. 16, compared with ii. 17. 

* Ibid. i. 10. 

KK 
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Jesus when He was on earth, an& had not xeceiveAHis commission 
that, on the contrary, he was only a teacher sent out by the authJ 
t&v of the Twelve, whos&teaching was only to be received so far as 
it Weed with theirs and was sanctioned by them; whereas M a 

doctrine (they alleged) was now in opposition to that of Peter and 
James, and the other ‘ Pillars ’ of the Church. ’ By such repre¬ 
sentations they succeeded to a great extent in alienating the 
Galatian Christians from their father in the faith: already many of 
the recent converts submitted to circumcision, 1 2 and embraced the 
party of their new teachers with the same zeal which they had 
formerly shown for the Apostle of the Gentiles; 3 and the rest of 
the Church was thrown into a state of agitation and division. 

On receiving the first intelligence of these occurrences, St. Paul 
hastened to check the evil before it should have become irre¬ 
mediable. He wrote to the Galatians an Epistle which begins with 
an abruptness and severity showing his sense of the urgency of the 
occasion, and the greatness of the danger. It is also frequently 
characterised by a tone of sadness, such as would naturally be felt 
by a man of such warm affections when he heard that those whom * 
he loved were forsaking his cause and believing the calumnies of 
his enemies. In this letter liis principal object is to show that the 
doctrine of the Judaisers did in fact destroy the very essence of 
Christianity, and reduced it from an inward and spiritual life to an 
outward and ceremonial system ; hut in order to remove the seeds 
of alienation and distrust which had been designedly planted in the 
minds of his converts, he begins by fully contradicting the false¬ 
hoods which had been propagated against himself by his opponents, 
and especially by vindicating his title to the Apostolic office as 
received directly from Christ, and exercised independently of the 
other Apostles. Such were the circumstances and such the objects 
which led him to write the following Epistle. 


EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS . 4 

Defence of ht» Paul, —an Apostle, sent not from men nor by man, i 
xpSi'i'u- but by Jesus Christ, and God the Eather, who 


1 See the whole of the first two chap¬ 

ters of the Epistle. 

3 Gal. vi. 13. 

3 Gal. iv. 14,15. 

4 The date of this Epistle cannot be 
so clearly demonstrated as that of most 
of the others ; but we conclude that 
it was written at the time assumed in 
the text on the following grounds:— 

1st. It was not written till after St. 
jPaul's second visit to the Galatians. 
This is proved (A) by his speaking of 
their conversion as having occurred at 
his fret visit (iv. 13); implying that 
he had paid them a second visit. (H) 
(iv. 16): 'Am I now become your ene¬ 


my by speaking truth among you ? ’ 
implies that there had been a second 
visit, in which he had offended them, 
contrasted with the first when he was 
so welcome. 

2ndly. It is maintained by many 
eminent authorities that it was written 
soon after his second visit- This St. 
Paul (they argue) expressly says; he 
mnrvels that the Galatians are so soon 
(i. 6) forsaking his teaching. The 
question is (according to these writers), 
within what interval of time would it 
have been possible for him to use this 
word ‘ soon ? ’ Now this depends on 
the length of their previous Christian 
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'raised Him frbm the dead;—With all the brethren 1 
in my company; To the Churches of Galatia. KJcMS 


life; for instance, had St. Paul known 
them as Christians for twenty years, 
and then after an absence of four’years 
heard of their perversion, he might have 
said their abandonment of the truth 
was marvellously soon after their pos¬ 
session of it; but if they had been only 
converted to Christianity for three years 
before his second visit (as was really 
the case), and he had heard of their 
perversion not till four years after his 
second visit, he could scarcely, in that 
case,speak of their perversion as having 
occurred soon after they had been in the 
right path, in reference to the whole 
time they had been Christians. He 
says virtually, ‘ You are wron$ now, 
you were right a short time ago.’ The 
natural impression conveyed by this 
language (considering that the time of 
their previous stcdfaslness in the true 
faith was only three years altogether) 
would certainly be, that St. Paul must 
have heard of their perversion withm 
about a year from the time of his visit. 
At that time he was resident at Ephe¬ 
sus, where .he would most naturally 
and easily receive tidings from (ialatia. 
Hence they consider the Epistle to have 
been written at Ephesus during the 
first year of St. Paul’s residence there. 
But in answer to these arguments it 
may be replied, that St. Paul does not 
say the Galatians wore perverted soon 
after his own last visit to them. His 
words are. in fact, ‘ I Avonder that you 
are so quickly shifting your ground.* 
The same word is used in 2 Thess. ii. 2, 
where he exhorts the Thessalonians 
‘ not rashly to let themselves be 
shaken ; ’ where the adverb refers not 
so much to the time as to the manner 
in which they were affected, like, the 
English hastily. But e*en supposing 
it in Gal. i. 6, to refer simply to time, 
and to be translated quickly or soon, 
we still (if we would fix the date from 
it) must ask, ‘ quickly after what 
event ? *—* soon after what event ? ’ And 
it is more natural (especially as the 
verb is in the present tense) to under¬ 
stand ‘soon after the entrance of the 
Judaisino teachers * than to understand 
* soon ajter my last visit. 1 

Hence there seems nothing in this 
adverb to fix the date of the Epistle ; 
nor is there any other external evidence 
of a decisive nature supplied by the 
Epistle. But 


3rdly.,The internal evidence that the 
Epistle was written nearly at the same 
time with that to the Romans is ex¬ 
ceedingly strong. Examples of this are 
Rom. viii. 15 compared with Gal. iv. 0, 
Rom. vii. 14-26 compared with Gal. v. 
17, Rom. i. 17 compared with Gal.jii. 
11 , and the argument about Abraham’s 
faith in Rom. iv. compared with Gal. 
•iii. But the comparison of single pas¬ 
sages docs not so forcibly impress on 
the mind the parallelism of the two 
Epistles, ns the study of each Epistle 
as a whole. The more we examine 
them, the more we are struck by the 
resemblance; and it is exactly that re¬ 
semblance which would exist between 
two Epistles written nearly at the same 
time, while the same line of argument 
was occupying the writer’s mind, and 
the same phrases anti illustrations were 
on his tongue. This resemblance, too, 
becomes more striking when we remem¬ 
ber the very different circumstances 
which called forth the two Epistles ; 
that to the Romans being a deliberate 
exposition of St. rani’s theology, ad¬ 
dressed to a Church with which he Avas 
personally unacquainted; that to tho 
Galatians being an indignant rebuke, 
written on the urgency of the occasion, 
to check the perversion of his children 
in the faith. 

This internal evidence, therefore, 
leads us to suppose that the Epistle to 
the Galatians was written within a few 
months of thut to the Romans; and 
most probably, therefore, from Corinth 
during the present visit (although there 
is nothing to show which of the two 
was written the first). The news of the 
arrival of the Judaisers in Galatia 
would reach St. Paul from Ephesus; 
and (considering the commercial rela¬ 
tions between the two cities) there is 
no place where he would be so likely 
to hear tidings from Ephesus as at 
Corinth. And since, on his arrival at 
the latter city, he would probably find 
some intelligence from Ephesus waiting 
for him, we have supposed, in the text, 
that the tidings of the perversion of 
Galatia met him thus on his arrival at 
Corinth. 

1 Some of these * brethren in St. 
Paul’s company’ are enumerated in 
Acts xx. 4: Sopater of Beroea; Aris¬ 
tarchus and Secundus of Thessalonica; 
Gains of Derbe; Timotheus; and Ty* 
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Grace be to you peace from God our ‘Father, i. 3 
w an d our Lord Jesus Christ; who gave Himself for 4 

o&wj^rties. our sins, that He might deliver us from th|s present 
evil world, according to the will of our Gdd and 
father; to whom be glory, even unto the .ages of 5 
ages. Amen. 

•%.,mafvel that you are so soon shifting 1 yours 
grbnifit, and forsaking Him 4 who called you 3 in the 
f grace of Christ, for a new Glad-tidings; which is 7 
nothing else 4 but tha.device of certain men who are 
Troubling you, and who desire to pervert the Glad- 
tiding's of Christ. But even though I myself, or an 8 
angel from heaven, should declare to you any other 
Glad-tidings than that which I declared, let him be ac¬ 
cursed. As I have said be hire, so now I say again, if 9 
any man is come, to you with a Glad-tidings different 
from that which you received before, let him be ac¬ 
cursed. Think ye that man’s® assent, or God’s, is 10 
now my object ? or is it that I seek favour with men ? 
Hay, if I still sought favour with men, I should not 
be the bondsman of Christ. 

For I certify you, brethren, that the Glad-tidings 11 
which I brought you is not of man’s devising. For 12 
I myself received it not from man, nor was it taught 
me by man’s teaching, but by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. For you have heard of my former behaviour 13 
in the days of my Judaism, how I persecuted beyond 
measure the Church of God, and strove® to root it 
out, and outran in Judaism many of my own age and 14 


c Incus and Trophimus from Proconsular 
Asia. The junction of their names with 
that of Paul in the salutation of this 
Epistle, throws light on the junction of 
the names of Timotheus, Sosthenes, Sil- 
vnnus, dzc. with Paul’s in the salutation 
at the head of some other Epistles; 
showing us more clearly that these 
names were not joined with that of St. 
Paul as if they were joint authors of 
the several Epistles referred to. This 
clause also confirms the date we have 
Assigned to the Epistle, since it suits a 
period when he had an unusual number 
of travelling companions, in conse¬ 
quence of the collection which they and 
he were jointly to bear tc Jerusalem. 
See the last chapter. 

1 For the translation of this, see the 
note on the date of this Epistle, above. 

* ‘ Him who called you’ St. Paul pro¬ 
bably means God. Compare Bom. lx. 24. 


3 ‘ In the grace of Christ.’ The pre¬ 
position here cannot mean into ; Chris¬ 
tians are called to salvation in the grace 
of Christ. 

4 The Authorised Version, ‘which is 
not another ,’ does not correctly repre¬ 
sent the original; the word translated 
‘another’ being not the same in the 
two verses. 

■' This alludes to the accusations 
brought against him. Sec above, pp. 
477, 478 ; also 2 Cor. v. 11 ; and for 
the words, compare Col. iii. 22 . His 
answer is, that had popularity and 
power been his object, he would have 
remained a member of the Sanhedrin. 
The adverbs of time mark the reference 
to this contrast between his position 
before and since his conversion. Com¬ 
pare chap. v. 11 . 

* The verb is in the imperfect. 
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nation, being more exceedingly zealous 1 * for the tra- 

i. 16 ditiomt ofeuiy fathers. But when it pleased Him, who 

set nip apart* from my mother’s womb, and called 
16me by His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that! 
might proclaim His Glad-tidings among the Gentiles, 

17 I did not take counsel with flesh and blood, ngr yet 
did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were Apostles 
before me, but I departed immediately into Arabia, 3 

1 8 and from thence returned to Damascus. Afterwards, 
when three years had passed, I went up to Jerusalem, 
that I might know Cephas 4 * * and with him I remained 

19 fifteen days;* but other of the Apostles saw I none, 

20 save only James,® the brother of the Lord. (Now in 
this which I write to you, behold I testify before God 

21 that I lie not.) After this I came ihto the regions of 

22 Syria and Cilicia ; 7 * but I was still unknown by face 

23 to the Churches of Christ in Judtea: tidings only 
were brought them from time to time,® saying, ‘ He 
who was once our persecutor now bears the Glad- 
tidings of that Faith, which formerly he laboured to 

24 root out.’ And they glorified God in me. 

ii. 1 Then fourteen 9 years after, I went up again to Je- J 3 }*Sin* 1 ** 

rusalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with me also, lra "‘ 

2 At that time I went up in obedience to a revelation, 
and I communicated to the brethren in Jerusalem 10 
the Glad-tidings which 1 proclaimed among the Gen¬ 
tiles ; but to the chief brethren I communicated it 
privately, 11 lest perchance my labours, either past or 

3 present, might be fruitless. 12 Yet not even Titus, my 
own companion (being a Greek), was compelled to 

4 be circumcised. But this communication 13 [with the 


1 This term (‘ Zealot’) was, perhaps, 
already adopted (as it was not long 
after, Joseph. War, iv. 6yby the Ultra 
Pharisaical party. Cf. Acta xxi. 20. 

* Compare Rom. i. 1. 

3 The immediately belongs to de¬ 
parted, as if it were printed immediately 
(/ conferred not .... but') de¬ 
parted. On the events mentioned in 
this verse, see pp. 80, 81. 

4 Oephai l not Peter, is the reading of 

the best MSS. throughout this Epistle, 

as well as in the Epistles to Corinth; 

except in one passago. Gal. ii. 7, 8. St. 

Peter was ordinarily known up to this 

' period bv the 8y ro-Clialdaic form of his 

name (the name actually riven by our 

Lord), and not by its Greek equivalent. 

It is remarkable that he himself, in his 


Epistles, uses the Greek form, perhaps 
as a mark of bis antagonism to the 
JudaiserH, who naturally would cling 
to the Hebraic form. 

3 See pp. 84—80. 

0 See note on 1 Cor. ix. 5. 

7 Sec p. 87. 

8 Lit. ‘They continued to hear. 

* See the discussion of this passage, 
Appendix. 

“ ‘To them.’ Compare the preceding 
verse. j 

11 On these private conferences preced¬ 
ing the public assembly of the Church 
see p. 169. 

13 Literally, lett perchance 1 ehouhi 
be running, or had run, in rain. 

13 Something must be supplied here 
to complete the sense; we understand 
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Apostles in Judaea] I undertook on account of the 
false brethren who gained entrance by fraud, for they 
crept in among us to spy out our freedom 1 (which 
we possess in Christ Jesus) that they might enslave 
us under their own yoke. To whom I yielded notii. 5 
the submission they demanded ; 2 no, not for an 
hour; that the truth of the Glad-tidings might stand 
unaltered for your benefit. 

But from those who were held in chief reputation—- 6 
it matters not to me of what account they were,— 
God is no respecter of persons—those (I say) who 
were the chief in reputation gave me no new in¬ 
struction ; but, on the contrary, when they saw that 7 
I had 3 been charged to preach the Glad-tidings to 
the uncircumcised, as Peter to the circumcised (for s 
He who wrought in Peter for the Apostlcship of the 
circumcision, wrought also in me for the Gentiles), 
and when they had learned the grace which had been 9 
given mo,—James, Cephas, and John, who were ac¬ 
counted chief pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the 
right hand of fellowship, purposing that we should 
go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews ; provided 10 
only, that we should remember the poor , 4 which I 
have accordingly 5 endeavoured to do with diligence. 

Ante" nt But when Cephas came to Antioch, I withstood 11 
oc him to the face, because he had incurred 6 reproach ; 

for before the coming of certain [brethren] from 12 
James, he was in the habit of eating with the Gen¬ 
tiles ; but when they came, he began to draw back, 
and to separate himself from the Gentiles, for fear of 


‘ communicated ’ from ver. 2 ; others 
supply ‘ was not circumcised,’ ‘ but I 
refused to circumcise him (which other¬ 
wise I would have done) on account of 
the falso brethren, that I might not 
seem to yield to them.’ Others again 
supply ‘ was circumcised,’ which gives 
an opposite sense. The interpretation 
here adopted agrees best with the narra¬ 
tive in Acts xv. 

1 Viz. from the ordinances of the 
Mosaic law. 

* The article implies this meaning. 

3 The perfect is used 3 because the 
charge still continued. 

4 Namely, the poor Christians in 
Judaea. We have seen in the preced¬ 
ing chapters, how fully St. Paul had 
carried out this part of his agreement. 

3 The A. V. here is probably incor¬ 


rect. The aorist here seems to be used 
for the perfect, as it often is in N. T. 
[M,r. Ellicott, in his very valuable com¬ 
mentary on 0 alatians, disputes this, and 
even calls the above assertion * an over¬ 
sight.’ He expresses his opinion that 
the aorist is never used for the perfect 
in N. T. Yet Mr. Ellicott himself re¬ 
peatedly translates the aorist as perfect, 
for example in Gal. i. 13, iii. 3, iii. 27, 
und many other passages. For the 
proofs of this use of the aorist, see notes 
on 2 Cor. vii. 2, and Rom. v. 5.] Fur 
the phrase translated accordingly (to 
which it is nearly equivalent), compare 
2 Cor. ii. 3, and Phil. i. 6. 

“ The remarkable expression here is 
not equivalent to the Authorised trans¬ 
lation, * he vms to be blamed." For the 
history see Chap. VII. 
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13 the Jewish brethren. And he was joined in his dis¬ 
simulation by the rest of the Jews [in the Church of 
Antioch], so that even Barnabas was drawn away 

,4 with them to dissemble in like manner. But when I 
saw that they were walking in a crooked path , 1 
and forsaking the truth of the Glad-tidings, I said to 
Cephas before them all, ‘ if thou, being born a Jew, £!jf < .™7« i hi<i 
art wont to live according to the customs of the Gen- 
tiles, and not of the Jews, how is it that thou con-“ thl: '“ w - 
strainest the Gentiles to keep the ordinances of the 

15 Jews ? We are Jews by birth, and not unhallowed 

16 Gentiles; yet , 2 * knowing that a man is not justified 
by the works of the Law, but by the faith of Jesus 
Christ, we oursJlves also have put our faith in Christ 
Jesus, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, 
and not by the works of the Law ; Tor by the works 
of the Law “ 3f)all no flefstj be jus'ttficti.” ’ 8 * 

17 But what if , 4 while seeking to be justified in Christ, 
we have indeed reduced 5 ourselves also to the sinful 
state of unhallowed 6 Gentiles? Is Christ then a 
minister of sin ? God forbid ! 7 

18 For if I again build up that [structure of the Law] 
which I havo overthrown, then I represent myself as 

19 a transgressor. Whereas 8 I, through the operation® 
of the Law, became dead to the Law, that 1 might 

20 live to God. I am crucified with Christ; it is no 
more I that live, but Christ is living in me ; 10 and my 


1 The Greek verb, found only here, 
means to walk in a straight path. 

2 We follow Tiscliendorf and the best 
MSS. 

* Ps. cxliii. 2 (LXX.) ; quoted also 
more fully, Rom. iii. 20. 

4 The construction is like that in 

Rom. ix. 22. • 

5 I-iterallv, been fouifd sinners our¬ 
selves as well as other men. 

6 ‘ Unhallowed.’ Compare * unhal¬ 
lowed Gentiles ’ above. 

7 Neander thinks that the 17th verse 
also ought to be included in the speech 
of St. Paul, and much might be said in 
favour of his view. Still, on the whole, 
we think the speech more naturally 
terminates with ver. 16. See p. 180, 

n. 1. The hypothesis in ver. 17 is that 
of the Judaisers, refuted (after St. Paul’s 

manner) by an abrupt reductio ad ab- 

surdum. The Judaiser objects, ‘ You 
*uy you seek righteousness in Christ, but 
in pact you reduce yourself to the state of 


a Gentile ; you are farther from God, 
and therefore farther from righteous- 
ness, than you were before .’ To which 
St. Paul only replies, ‘ On your hyjxi- 
thesis then, we must conclude Christ to 
be the minister of sin 1 God forbid .’ 
This passage is illustrated by the simi¬ 
lar mode in which he answers theoliiec- 
tions of the same party, Horn. iii. 3-8. 
See note on the phrase rendered ‘God 
forbid,’ below, chap. iii. 21. 

8 In this ‘for’ (A. V.) is virtually 
contained the suppressed clause ‘but the 
abolition of the law does not make me a 
transgressor, for.' 

0 This thought is fully expanded in 
the 7th of Romans. 

10 It is -with great regret that wc 
depart from the A. V. here, not only 
because of its extreme beauty-, but 
because it must be so dear to the devo 
tional feelings of all good men. Ye 
the words cannot be translated ‘ never 
thcless I lire, yet not I.’ 
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outward life which still remains, I live in the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for 
me. I frustrate not God’s gift of grace [like those ii. 21 
who seek righteousness in the Law] ; for if the Law 
can make men righteous, then Christ died in vain. 


Appeal to the O foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you ? l —iii. 1 

thfolutunl. You, before whose eyes was held up the picture 2 of 
Jesus Christ upon tlys cross. One question I would 
ask you. When you received the Spirit, was it from 2 
the works of the Law, or the preaching 3 of Faith ? 

Are you so senseless ? Having begun in the Spirit, 3 
would you now end in the Flesh ? Hftve you received 4 
so many benefits 4 * in vain—if indeed it lias been in 
vain ? Whence,. I say, are the gifts of Him who 5 
furnishes you with the fulness of the Spirit, and works 
in you the power of miracles ? 8 From the deeds of 
the Law, or from the preaching of Faith ? 

1 th. and not So likewise ‘ 9braljani brfb fatfi) In <Soh, anti ft toad 6 
W ,he reckoned unto i)fm far rtflfttcaudnedd.’ 6 Know, there- 7 
ihteouanm. forej that t i iey OI q y are the sons of Abraham who are 
children of Faith. And the Scripture, foreseeing 8 
that God through Faith justifies [not the Jews only 
but] the Gentiles, declared beforehand to Abraham 
the Glad-tidings, saying, 4 911 tlje nations! at the @rn» 
tiled sfl)atl be blrddrtf in thee.’ 7 So then, they who are » 
children of Faith [whether they be Jews or Gentiles] 
are blessed with faithful Abraham. 

For all they who rest upon 8 the works of the Law to 
are under a curse; for it is written, ‘ Curdett id eberjj 
one tljat cantinuftl) not tu all ffjtngd are toritten tn 
the bank af the ilah) to Bo them.’’ And it is manifest 11 
that no man is counted righteous in God’s judgment 
under the conditions of the Law ; for it is written, 

«JB|! fafil) dfjall tlje vtgljtrnud Itbe.’ »«* Butthe Law rests 12 
not on Faith, but declares, 4 ©Ij® man tijat bail) bone 


1 The words * that yo should not 
obov the truth ’ are not found in the 
best MSS., and ‘among you’ is also 
omitted. 

* This is the literal sense. 


8 Compare Rom. x. 17, and 1 Thess. 
it. 18. ( 

4 Literally, have you experienced so 

many thinge [or, such great things j. 

The context is against the translation 

of the verb by suffered. 

8 The phrase is exactly similar in 
lCor.xii.10. 


« Gen. xv. 6 (LXX.) j quoted also 
Rom. iv. 3. 

7 Gen. xii. 8, from the LXX. but not 
verbatim. Compare the similar quota¬ 
tion, Rom. iv. 17. 

8 Literally, who have their root in the 
works of the Law, or, according to the 
Hebrew image, the children of the works 
of the Imw. 

v Deut. xxvii. 26. Nearly verbatim 
from LXX. 

10 Hab. ii. 4 (LXX.); quoted also 
Rom- i. 17, and Heb. x. 88. 
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$**« tying* jfljall I the fijtrrin.’ > Christ has redeemed 
iii. is us from the curse of the Law, having become ac¬ 
cursed for our sakes 1 2 (for it is written, ‘ CurSrt {* 

I* tberv one that f)«ngeth on a tree’ 3 ), to the end that 
in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come 
unto the Gentiles; that through Faith we might 
receive the promise- of the Spirit. . 

15 Brethren—I speak in man’s language 4 5 —never-i.«w b _ 
theless,—a man’s covenant, when ratified, cannot by 

its giver be annulled, or set aside by a later addition. E! Abraham? 

16 Now God’s promises were made to Abraham and to 
his seed; the scripture says not ‘ atilt to tfjy dertf*,’ 
as if it spoke ,of many, but as of one, ‘ anil to Hj 8 

7 *«»; ’ 8 and this seed ijf Christ. But this I say ; a 
covenant which had been ratified before by God, to 
be fulfilled in Christ, the Law which was given four 
hundred and thirty 6 years afterwards, cannot make 

18 void, to the annulling of the promise. For if the 
inheritance comes from the Law, it comes no longer 
from promise ; whereas God has given it to Abraham 
freely by promise. 

19 To what end, then, was the Law ? it was 7 added 
because of the transgressions 8 of men, till the Seed 
should come, to whom belongs the promise; and it 
was enacted by the ministration of angels 9 through 
the hands of [Moses , 10 who was] a mediator [between 

20 God and the people]. Now where 11 a mediator is, 


1 Levit. xviii. 5 (LXX.); quoted also 
Rom. x. 5. 

2 ‘A curse for us.’ The sentiment 

and expression strongly resembles * sin 
for us,’ 2 Cor. v. 21which Epistle 
was very nearly cotemporaneous with 
this, if the date of the Galatians above 
adopted is correct. # 

* Deut. xxi. 23. Nejrly verbatim 
from LXX. 

4 This parenthetical phrase here, in 
St. Paul’s style, seems always to mean, 
I use a companion or illuitration drawn 
from human affairI or human language. 
Compare Rom. iii. 5, and 1 Cor. xv. 32. 

5 Gen. xiii. 15 (LXX.). The mean¬ 
ing of the argument is, that the reci¬ 

pients of God’s promises are not to be 

looked on as on aggregate of different 

individuals, or of different races, but 

are all one body, whereof Christ is 
the head. Compare * you are the seed,’ 

ver. 29. 

* With regard to the chronology, see 
p. MO, n. 2. 


7 This is according to the reading of 
the best MSS. 

8 Compare Rom. v. 20 : ‘ The Law 
was added that sin might abound,’ 
which must be taken with Rom. v. 13, 
and Rom.vii. 13. 

0 Compare Acts vii. 58. 

10 Moses is called ‘ the Mediator ’ by 
the Rabbinical writers. Sec several 
passages quoted by Schoettgeu on this 
passage. 

11 St. Paul’s argument here is left by 
him exceedingly elliptical, and there¬ 
fore very obscure; as is evident from 
the fact that more than two hundred 
and fifty different explanations of the 
passage have been advocated by dif¬ 
ferent commentators. The most natu¬ 
ral meaninguppears to be as follows: 
‘It is better to depend upon an un¬ 
conditional promise of God, than upon 
a covenant made between God and 
man; for in the latter case the con¬ 
ditions of the covenant might be broken 
by man (as they had been), and so 
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there must be two parties. But God is one [and 
there is no second party to His promise]. 

, SSfiSm to Do I say then that the Law contradicts the pro- iii. 21 
* chriitiantty. m j ge g of God ? that he far from me! 1 For had a 
Law been given which could raise men from death 
to life, then would righteousness be truly from the 
Law. But® the Scripture (on the other hand) has22 
shut up the whole world together under sin, that 
from Faith in Jesus i Christ the promise might be 
given to the faithful. 

But before Faith came, we were shut up in prison, 23 
in ward under the Law, in preparation for the Faith 
which should afterwards be revealed. Thus, even 24 
as the slave 3 who leads a child to the house of the 
schoolmaster, so,the Law has led us to [our teacher] 
Christ, that by Faith we might be justified: but 25 
now that Faith is come, we are under the slave’s 
care no longer. For you are all the sons of God, by 26 
your faith in Christ Jesus : yea, whosoever among 27 
you have been baptized unto Christ, have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. 4 In Him there is neither 28 
Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor freeman, neither 
male nor female ; for you all are one in Christ Jesus. 

And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s 29 
seed, and heirs of the blessing by promise. 

Now I say, that the heir, so long as he is a child, iv. 
has no more freedom than a slave, though he is 
owner of the whole inheritance; but he is under 2 
overseers and stewards until the time appointed by 
his father. And so we also [who are Israelites] 3 
when we were children, were in bondage, under our 


the blessings forfeited ■, whereas in the 
former case, God being immutable, the 
blessings derived from His promiso 
remain stedfust for ever.’ The passage 
is parallel withKom. iv. 13-16. 

* The expression occurs fourteen 
times in St. Paul; viz. three times in 
Galatians, ten times in Romans 
(anotber example of the similarity 
between these Epistles), and once in 
1 Corinthians. In one of these cases 
(Gal. vi. 14) it is not interjectional; 
in another (l Cor. vi. 16), it repels a 
direct hypothesis, < Shall!I do (so and 
so) t God forbid.' But in all the 
other instances it is inteijectional, and 
rebuts ns inference deduced from St. 
Pauls doctrine by an opponent. So that 
the question which precedes the phrase 
is equivalent to * Do I then infer that ? ’ 


2 The connection of the argument is, 
that if the Law could give men spiritual 
lift, and so enable them to fulfil its 
preiepts, it wpuld give them righteous¬ 
ness; but it does not pretend to do 
this; on the contrary, it shows the 
impotence of their nature by the con¬ 
trast of its requirements with their 
performance. This verse is parallel with 
Rom. xi. 32. 

3 The inadequate translation here in 
the Authorised Version has led to a mis¬ 
conception of the metaphor. See note 
on 1 Cor. iv. 16. Compare also Hor. 
Sat. i. 6 (81). 

4 The only other place where this 
expression occurs is Rom. xiii. 14; 
another instance of resemblance be¬ 
tween the two Epistles. 
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, 4 childhood’s lessons of outward ordinances. 1 2 3 But 
when the appointed time was fully come, God sent 
forth His Son, who was bom of a woman, and bom 

5 subject to the Law; that He might redeem from 
their slavery the subjects of the Law, that we* 

6 might be adopted as the sons of God. And because 
you are the sons of God, He has sent forth the Spirit 
of His Son. into your hearts, crying unto Him 

7 ‘ father.’ 3 Wherefore thou [.who canst so pray] 
art no more a slave, but a son : and if a son, then 
an heir of God through Christ. 

8 But formerly, when you knew not God, you were A , )K . al lhc 

9 in bondage to gods that have no real being. 4 Yet "Valmtu" 1 ' 

now, when you have gained the knowledge of God,— "mw",\ 
or rather, when God has acknowledged you, 5 —how 1 * or ‘ 

is it that you are turning backwards to those childish 
lessons, weak and beggarly as they are ; 6 eager to 

place yourselves once more in bondage under their 

10 dominion ? Are you observing days, 7 and months, 8 

U and seasons, 8 and years. 10 I am fearful for you, lost 

121 have spent my labour on you in vain. I beseech 
you, brethren, to become as I am, [and seek no more 
a place among the circumcised ;] for I too have be¬ 
come as you 11 are [and have cast away the pride of 
my circumcision]. You have never wronged me: 12 

13 on the contrary, although it was sickness (as you 


1 The phrase literally means the ele¬ 
mentary lessons of outward things. 
Compare Col. ii. 8 and 20 . 

2 FFe, namely, all Christians, whether 
Jews or Gentiles. In other words, the 
Son of God, was born of a woman, that 
all the sons of women might by union 
with Him become the sons of (iod. 

3 ‘ Abba ’ is the Syro-Chaldaio word 
for Father, and it is the actual word 
with which the Lord's prayer began, 
as it was uttered by our Lord Himself. 
The ‘ Father ’ which follows is only 
a translation of ‘Abba,’ inserted as 
translations of Aramaic words often are 
by the writers of the New Testament, 
but not used along with ‘ Abba.’ This 
is rendered evident by Mark xiv. 36, 
when we remember that our Lord spoke 
in Syro-Chaldaic. Moreover, had it 
been' used vocatively (as in A. V.) 
along with Abba, the Greek would have 
been different. Rom. viii. 15 is exactly 
parallel with the present passage. 

4 This is of course addressed to 

Heathen converts. 


5 Compare 1 Cor. viii. 3. 

8 Literally, the weak and beggarly 
rudimentary lessons. 

7 The Sabbath-days. Compare Col. 
ii. 1G. [Also Rom. xiv. 6 . See notes 
on those passages. 11.1 

8 The seventh months. 

a The seasons of the great Jewish 
feasts. 

10 The Sabbatical and .1 ubilce years. 
From this it has been supposed that 
this Kpistle must have been written in 
a Sabbatical year. Hut tiiis does not 
necessarily follow, because the word 
may he merely inserted to complete 
the sentence ; and of course those who 
observed the Sabbaths, festivals, &c., 
would intend to observe also the Sab¬ 
batical years when they came. The 
plural ‘ veafc ’ favours this view. 

11 Tills is addressed (as above) to the 
Gentile converts. 

is The aorist used as pvrf. (cf. notes on 
2 Cor. vii. 2, and Rom. v. Ii). It might, 
however, perhaps be here rendered ye did 
me no wrong f when 1 first came to you). 
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legory 
jar and 

- teaches 

the same 
lesson to 
the Jew. 


know) which caused 1 me to preach the Glad-tidings 
to you at my first visit, yet you neither scorned noriv.u 
loathed the bodily infirmity which was my trial;* 
but you welcomed me as an angel of God, yea, even 
as Christ Jesus. Why, then, did you think your -15 <. 
selves so happy ? (for I bear .you witness that, if it 
had been possible, you would have torn out your 
own eyes® and given them to me.) Am I then j6 
become your enemy» 4 because I tell you the truth ? 
They [who call me so] show zeal for you with no 17 
good intent; they would shut you out from othe-s 
that your zeal may be for them alone. But it is is 
good to be zealous 8 in a good cause, and that at all 
times, and not when zeal lasts only [like yours] 
while I am present with you. My beloved children, 19 
I am again bearing the pangs of travail for you, till 
Christ be fully formed within you. I would that 1 20 
were present with you now, that I might change my 
tone ; for you fill me with perplexity. 

, Tell me, ye that desire to be under the Law, will 21 
you not hear the Law ? For therein it is written 22 
that Abraham had two sons ; 6 one by the boud- 


1 i,e. by keeping him in their coun- himself! We should add that if, with 
try against his previous intention. See some of the best MSS., we read ‘ your,’ 
p. 210. The literal English of this it makes no very material difference 
is, You have injured me in nothing; in the sense ; St. Paul’s sickness would 
but you hnoui that because op bodily sick- then be called the trial of the Gala¬ 
ness I preached the Glad-tidings to you tians. 

on the first occasion, and you neither, 3 This certainly seems to confirm the 
Ac. We are glad to find that Dean view of those wno suppose St. Paul’s 
Ellicott, in his recent valuable and malady to have been some disease in 
accurate commentary, expresses his the eyes. The ‘your’ appears em- 
opinion that, ‘ the only grammatically phaticj as if he would say you would 
correct translation is propter corporis have torn out your own eyes to supply 
infirmitatem.’ The contrary view of the lack of mine. 

Professor Jowett, who translates, ‘ amid S The Judaisers accused St. Paul of 
infirmity,’ is defended only by a mis- desiring to lfeep the Gentile converts 
taken parallel from Phil. i. 15. See in an inferior position, excluded (by 
Quarterly Review for December 1855, want of circumcision) from full cove- 
p. 153, note 2. nant with God; and called him, there- 

* This was probably the same dis- fore, their enemy, 
ease, mentioned 2 Cor. xii. 7. It is <* The expression would more natu- 
very unfortunate that the word temp- rally mean, ‘ to be the object of zeal,’ 
tation has so changed its meaning in as many interpreters take it; but, on 
the last two hundred and fifty years, the whole, the other interpretation 
as to make the Authorised Version of (which is that of the older interpreters 
this verse a great source of misappre- and of Olshausen) seems to suit the 
hension to ignorant readers. Some context better. Perhaps, also, there 
have even been led to imagine that may be an allusion here to the peculiar 
St. Paul spoke of a sinful habit in use of the word * Zealot.’ Compare 
which he indulged, and to the do- Gal. i. 14. 

minion of which he was encouraged 9 With this passage compare Rom. 
(2 Cor. xii. 9) contentedly to resign ix. 7-9. 
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,-i3 woman, the other by the free. But the son of the 
bond-woman was born to him after the flesh: 
whereas the son of the free-woman was born by 

24 virtue of the promise. Now, all this is allegorical; 
for these two women are the two covenants; the 
first given from Mount Sinai, whose children are 

25 born into bondage, which is Hagar (for the word 
Hagar 1 in Arabia signifies Mount Sinai): and she 
answers to the earthly Jerusalem, for 3 she is in 

26 bondage with her children. Bnt [Sarah 3 is the 
second covenant in Christ, and answers to the 
heavenly Jerusalem ; for] the heavenly Jerusalem is 
free; which is the mother of us all. 4 And so it is 

27 written 4 »cjotte, # tfiou barren that hrarrat nnt; break 
forth »nfo ihoutiua, ttjou [hat trabatlctft not; for the 
bestalate haft many mare rijinircu than, tffje tohich hath 

23 the Ijttgbairtf.’ 6 Now, we, brethren, like Isaac, are 
children [born not naturally, but] of God’s promise. 

29 Yet, as then the spiritual seed of Abraham was 
persecuted by his natural seed, so it is also now. 

39 Nevertheless, what says the Scripture? 4 Catft out 
the bonb-touman and her Son; for the eon of the fcontr* 
too man sHjnfl not be Ijetr toith the eon of the free- 

31 toomau.’ 6 Wherefore, brethren, we are not children 

. l of the bond-woman, but of the free. Stand fast, 
then, in the freedom which Christ has given us, and 
turn not back again, to entangle yourselves in the 
yoke of bondage. 

2 Lo, I Paul declare unto you, that if you cause 
yourselves to be circumcised, Christ will profit you 

3 nothing. I testify again to every man who submits 
to circumcision, that he thereby lays himself under 


1 The word Hagar in Arabic means 
1 a rock,’ and some authorities tell us 
that Mount Sinai is so called by ths 
Arabs. The lesson to be drawn from 
this whole passage, as regards the 
Christian use of the Old Testament, is 
of an importance which can scarcely 
be over-rated. 

* AH the best MSS. read ‘ for.’ Hagar 
being, both herself and her children, in 
bondage, corresponds to the earthly 
Jerusalem : bv which latter expression 
is denoted the whole system of the 
Mosaic law, represented by its local 
centre, the Holy City. To this latter 
•s opposed the ‘city to come ’ (Heb. 
xii. 22), where Christians have their 
citizenship in heaven ’ (Phil, iii 20). 


3 This clause in brackets is implied, 
though not expressed, by St. Paul, 
being necessary for the completion of 
the parallel. 

4 The weight of MS. authority is 
rather against the ‘ all ’ of the received 
text; yet it bears an emphatic sense if 
retained, viz. 4 us all, whether Jews or 
•Gentiles, who belong to the Israel of 
God’ Compare Gal. vi. 16. 

6 Isaiah liv. 1. (LXX.). Quoted as a 
prophetic testimony to the fact that 
the spiritual sred of Abraham should 
be more numerous than his natural 
seed. 

8 Gen. xxi. 10 from LXX., but not 
quite verbatim. 
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against the 
Judaising 
teachers, and 
against party 
divisions. 
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obligation to fulfil the whole Law. If yon rest yonr v. 4 
righteousness on the Law, you are cut oft - from Christ, 1 2 
you are fallen from His gift of grace. For we, 5 
through the Spirit a [not through the Flesh], from 
Faith [not works], look eagerly for the hope 3 of 
righteousness. For in Christ Jesus neither circum- 6 
cision avails anything, nor uncircumcision; but 
Faith, whose work is Love. 

You were running the race well: who has cast a7 
stumbling-block in your way? who has turned you 
aside from your obedience to the truth ? The counsel 8 
which you have obeyed 4 came not from Him who 
called 5 you. ‘ A little leaven leavens the whole 9 
lump.’ 6 As for me, I rely upon you, in the Lord, 10 
that you will not be led astray; but he that is trou- 
bling you, whosoever he be, shall bear the blame. 

But if I myself also [as they say] still preach cir- 11 
cumcision , 7 why am I still persecuted ? for if I preach 
circumcision, then the cross, the stone at which they 
stumble , 8 is done away. 

I could wish that these agitators who disturb your 12 
quiet, would execute upon themselves not only cir¬ 
cumcision, but excision also . 9 


Exhortation 
to the more 
enlightened 
party not to 


For you, brethren, have been called to freedom; 10 13 
only make not your freedom a vantage-ground for 


1 This phrase (meaning literally to 
be cancelled from a thing, i.e. to have 
utterly lost all connection with it ) is only 
found in this passage and in Rom. vii. 

2 and 6. Another instance of resem¬ 
blance between the two Epistles. 

2 In the words 4 spirit ’ and ‘ faith ’ a 
tacit reference is made to their antitheses 
(constantly present to St. Paul's mind) 
4 flesh ’ or 4 letter,’ and 4 law ’ or 4 works,’ 
respectively. 

3 i.e. the hope of eternal happiness pro¬ 
mised to righteousness. Compare Rom. 
viii. 24.25, where the same verb is used. 

4 There is a paronomasia here, ex¬ 
pressed by 4 obedience ’ and 4 obeyed.’ 

5 The participle used substantively. 
Compare 1. 6, and note. 

6 This proverb is quoted also 1 Cor. 
v. 6. Its application .here may be 
4 Your seducers are few,mut yet enough 
to corrupt you all;’ or it may be 

'Circumcision is a small part of the 

law, but yet its observance is sufficient 

ft> place you altogether under the legal 
yoke.* 


7 This accusation might naturally be 
made by St. Paul’s opponents, on the 
ground of his circumcising Timothy, 
and himself still continuing several 
Jewish observances. See Acts xx. 6, 
and Acts xxi. 24. The first‘still’ in 
this verse is omitted by some MSS. 
but retained by the best. 

8 Literally, the stumbling-stone of the 
cross ; i.e. the cross which is their stum¬ 
bling-stone. Compare 1 Cor. i. 23. The 
doctrine of a crucified Messiah was a 
stumbling-block to the national pride 
of the Jews ; but if St. Paul would 
have consented to make Christianity a 
sect of Judaism (as he would by 
4 preaching circumcision ’), their pride 
would have been satisfied. But then, 
if salvation were made to depend on 
outward ordinances, the death of Christ 
would be rendered unmeaning. 

9 Observe the force of the 4 also ’ and 
of the middle voice here ; the A. Y. is 
a mistranslation. 

10 Literally, on terms of freedom . 
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the Flesh, but rather enslave yourselves one to another Jv£d U ** lr 

14 by the bondage of love. For all the Law is fulfilled in 

15 this one saying, ‘ ®i)tm jtfbaTT lobe tbs neighbour a* 
tbsielf .’ 1 But if you bite and devour one another, 
take heed lest you be utterly destroyed by one an¬ 
other’s means. 

1C But this I say, walk in the Spirit, and you shall 

17 not fulfil the desire of the Flesh ; for the desire of the jijjjjj 1 »''**•» 
Flesh fights against fhe Spirit, and the desire of the 
Spirit fights against the Flesh ; and this variance 
tends to hinder 2 you from doing what you wish to 

1 s do. But, if you be led by the Spirit, you aro not 

19 under the Law . 3 Now, the works of the Flesh aro 
manifest, which* aro such a.; these; fornication, im- 

20purity, lasciviousness; idolatry, witchcraft ; 4 * enmities, 
strife, jealousy, passionate anger; intrigues , 0 divisions, 

21 sectarian parties; envy, murder; drunkenness, re- 
vellings, and such like. Of which 1 forewarn you 
(as I told you also in times past), that they who do 
such things shall not inherit the kingdom of Qod. 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, pence, long- 

23 suffering, kindness, goodness, trustfulness , 6 gentle¬ 
ness, self-denial. Against such there is no Law. 

24 But they who are Christ’s have crucified 7 the X,?" 1 , 

25 Flesh, with its passions and its lusts. If wo live by 

26 the Spirit, let our steps be guided by the Spirit. LctSuiuni 
us not become vainglorious, provoking one another 


1 Lcvit. xix. 18 (LXX). 

2 Not * so that you cannot do ’ (A. 
V.), but * tending to prevent you from 
doing* 

a To be * under the yoke of the Law,* 
and ‘ under the yoke of the Flesh,’ is in 
St. Paul’s language the same ; because, 
for those who are under the Spirit’s 
guidance, the Law is dead (ver. £3) ; 
they do right, not from ft%r of the Law’s 
penalties, but through the influence of 
the Spirit who dwells within them. 
This, at least, is the ideal state of Chris¬ 
tians. Compare Rom. viii. 1-14. St. 

Paul here, and elsewhere in his Epis- 

tles, alludes thus briefly to important 

truths, because his readers were already 

familiar with them from his personal 
teaching. By the * flesh ’ St. rani de¬ 
notes not merely the sensual tendency, 
but generally that which is earthly in 
man, as opposed to what is spiritual. 
It should be observed, that tne 17th 
verse is a summary of the description 
of the struggle between flesh and spirit 


in Rom. vii. 7-25; anil verse 18th is 
a summary of the description of the 
Christian’s deliverance from this strug¬ 
gle. Rom. viii. 1-14. 

4 The profession of magical arts. 'Fhe 
history of the times in which St. Paul 
lived is full of the crimes committed by 
those who professed such arts. We have 
seen him brought into contact with such 
persons as Ephesus already. They dealt 
in poisons also, which accounts for the 
use of the term etymologically. 

5 For this word, compare liom. ii. 8, 
and note. Also 2 Cor. xii. 20. 

6 The word seems to have this mean¬ 
ing here ; for faith (in its larger sense) 
could not bc’clasHed as one among a 
number of the constituent parts of love. 
See 1 Cor. xiii. 

7 Some wanslate this aorist * cru¬ 
cified the flesh [at the time of their 
baptism or their conversion].’ But it 
is more natural to take it as used for 
the perfect. Sec notes on 2 Cor. Vii. 2, 
and Rom. v. 5. 
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to strife, regarding one another with eqvy. Brethren, vi. i 
—I speak to you who call yourselves the Spiritual , 1 2 
—even if any one be overtaken in a fault, do you 
correct such a man in a spirit of meekness; and take 
thou heed to thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear 2 
ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ. For, if any man exalts himself, thinking to 3 
be something when he is nothing, he deceives himself 
with vain imaginations. Rather let every man ex- 4 
amine his own work, *and then his boasting will con¬ 
cern himself alone and not his neighbour; for each 5 
will bear the load [of sin] which is his own, ! [instead 
of magnifying the load which is his brother’s]. 
bcmS'cftS’ Moreover, let him who is receiving instruction in 6 
n unci'of t?le the Word 3 give to his instructor a share in all the 
ffiwtmctora). good things which he possesses. Do not deceive 7 
yourselves—God cannot be defrauded . 4 5 Every man 
shall reap as he has sown. The man who now sows 8 
for his own Flesh, shall reap therefrom a harvest 
doomed 8 to perish ; but he who sows for the Spirit, 
shall from the Spirit reap the harvest of life eternal, 

But let us continue in well-doing, and not be weary: 6 9 
for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 
Therefore, as we have opportunity , 7 let us do good to 10 
all men, but especially to our brethren in the house¬ 
hold of Faith. 


Autograph 

conclusion. 


Observe the size 8 of the characters in which 1 1; 
write 9 to you with my own hand. 


1 ‘ Ye that are spiritual.’ See p. 351. 

2 The allusion here is apparently to 
iEsop’s well-known fable. It is unfor¬ 
tunate that in the Authorised Version 
two words (ver. 2 ) are translated by 
the same term burden , which seems 
to make St. Paul contradict himself. 
His meaning is, that self-examination 
will prevent us from comparing our¬ 
selves boastfully with our neighbour; 
we shall have enough to do with our 
own sins, without scrutinising his. 

3 By the Word is meant the doctrines 
of Christianity. 

4 Literally, ‘ God is not mocked, i.e. 
God is not really deceived by hypo¬ 
crites, who think to reap* where they 
have not sown. 

5 See Rom. viii. 21. 


6 Compare 2 Thess. iii. 13, where the 
expression is almost exactly the same. 

• This opportunity (time) is sug¬ 
gested by the preceding season (time); 
but the verbal identity cannot with ad¬ 
vantage be retained here in English. 

8 Thus we must understand the 
phrase, unlesi we suppose (with Tho- 
iuek) that ‘ how large ’ is used for ‘ what 
kind of,’ as in the later Greek of the 
Byzantine writers. To take ‘charac¬ 
ters * as equivalent to 1 letter ’ appears 
inadmissible. St. Paul does not here 
say that he wrote the whole Epistle 
with his own hand, but this is the 
beginning of his usual autograph post¬ 
script, and equivalent to the ‘so I 
write’ in 2 Thess. iii. 17. We may 
observe as a further confirmation of 


9 The past tense, used, according to the classical epistolatory stvle, from the 
* position of the readers. 
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12 I tell you that they who wish to have a good repute 
in things pertaining to the Flesh, they, and they 
alone * are foreing circuqppision upon you; and that 
only to save themselves from the persecution which * 

13 Christ bore upon the cross. For even they who 
circumcise themselves do not keep the Law; but they 
wish to have you circumcised, that your obedience 3 
to the fleshly ordinance may give them a grou nd of 

14 boasting. But as for me, far b§ it from me to boast, 
save only in the cross 4 of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
whereby tho world is crucified unto me, and I unto 

15 the world. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
is anything, nor uncircumcision; but a new creation . 4 

16 And whosoever‘shall walk by this rule, peace and 
mercy bo upon them, and upon all tl\p Israel of God . 8 

17 Henceforth, let no man vex me; for I bear in my 
body the scars 7 which mark my bondage to the Lord 
Jesus. 


18 Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with your spirit. Amen. 

IAETE IIHA1K012 TWIN IT,\MMAiilN 
El’PA'FA TIL EMIL XEIl’l. 8 


this view, that scarcely any Epistle 
bears more evident marks than this of 
having been written from dictation. 
The writer of this note received a letter 
from the venerable Noander a few 
months before his death, whicli illus¬ 
trated this point in a manner the more 
interesting, because he (Neander) takes 
a different view of this passage. His 
letter is written in the fair and flowing 
hand of an amanuensis, but it ends 
with a few irregular lines in large and 
rugged characters, writteij by hinuftlf, 
and explaining the cause of his needing 
the services of an amanuensis, namely, 
the weakness of his eyes (probably the 
very malady of St. Paul). 1 1 was im¬ 
possible to read this autograph without 
thinking of the present passage, and 
observing that he might have expressed 
himself in the very words of St. Paul: 
—•* Behold 1 in what large characters I 
have written to thee with my own 
hand.’ [The words are given in uncial 
characters above. H.] 

1 The ‘ they ’ is emphatic. 

* Literally, that they may not beper- 
tecuted with' the cross of Christ. Cf. 2 
Cor. L 6 (the. sufferings if Christ )• 


3 Literally, that they may boast in 
your flesh. 

4 In understand the full force of 
such expressions as ‘ to boast in (he 
cross, ’ wcinust remember that the cross 
(the instrument of punishment of the 
vilest malefactors) was associated with 
all that was mast odious, contemptible, 
anti horrible, in the minds of that gene¬ 
ration, just as the word gibbet would be 
now. 

5 Cf. 2 Cor. v. 17. 

6 Compare eh. iii. ver. !). 

7 Literally, the scars of tho wounds 
made upon the body of a slave by the 
branding-iron, by which he was marked 
as belonging to his master. Observe 
the emphatic ‘It’ whatcverotliers may 
do, I at least bear in my body the true 
marks which show that I belong to 
Christ; the soars, not of circumcision, 
but of wounds suffered for Ills sake. 
Therefore let po man vex me by deny¬ 
ing that I am Christ’s servant, and 
bear His commission. Cf. 2 Our. xi. 23. 

8 [The words used by St. Paul (Oat 
vi. 11), as they appear iti the Uncial 
MSS. e.g. the Codex. Kphnemi He- 
script us (C). H.] 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

St. Paul at Corinth.—Punishment of contumacious Offenders.—Subsequent 

Character of the Corinthian Church.—Completion of the Collection.—Phoebe’s 

Journey to Home.—She bears the Epistle to the Homans. 

It was probably about the same time when St. Paul despatched to 
Ephesus the messengers who bore his energetic remonstrance to the 
Galatians, that he was called upon to intiiot the punishment which he 
had threatened upon those< obstinate offenders who still defied his 
censures at Corinth. We have already seen that these were divided 
into two classes : the larger consisted of those who justified their im¬ 
moral practice by antinomian 1 doctrine, and, styling themselves ‘the 
Spiritual,’ considered the outward restrictions of morality as mere 
carnal ordinances, from which they were emancipated ; the other and 
smaller (but more obstinate and violent) class, who had been more 
recently formed into a party by emissaries from Palestine, were the 
extreme Judaisers, 2 who were taught to look on Paul as a heretic, 
and to deny his Apostlesliip. Although the principles of these two 
parties differed so widely, yet they both agreed in repudiating the 
authority of St. Paul ; and, apparently, the former party gladly 
availed themselves of the calumnies of the Judaising propagan¬ 
dists, and readily listened to their denial of Paul’s divine com¬ 
mission ; while the Judaisers, on their part, would foster any 
opposition to the Apostle of the Gentiles, from whatever quarter 
it might arise. 

But now the time was come when the peace and purity of the 
Corinthian Church was to be no longer destroyed (at least openly) 
by either of these parties. St. Paul’s first duty was to silence and 
> shame his leading opponents, by proving the reality of his Apostle- 
ship, which they denied. This he copld only do by exhibiting ‘the 
signs of an Apostle,’ which consisted, as he himself informs us, 
mainly in the display of miraculous powers (2 Cor. xii. 12). The 
b present was a crisis which required such an appeal to the direct 
jQdjgment of God, who could alone decide between conflicting 
claimants to a Divine commission. It was a contest like that be- 
tweenjglijah and the prophets of Baal. St. Paul had already in his 
absence professed his readiness to stake the truth of his claims on 
-this issue (2 Cor. x. 8, and xiii. 3-6) ; and we may be sure that 

1 I” 4£>l?i n K this term Antinomian characteristic (which was a belief that 
to the 9ll things lawful ’ party at the restraints of outward law were 
Corinth, we do not of course mean that abolished for Christians) seems more 
all their .opinions were the same with accurately expressed by the term An- 
those which ha^fe been held by modern tinomian, than by an y oth er. 

(so-called) Antioomlans. But their * See above. Chap. XVII. 
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now, when he was present, he did not shrink from the trial. And, 
doubtless, God, who had sent him forth, wrought such miracles by 
his agency as sufficed to convince or to silence the gainsayers. Per¬ 
haps the J udaising emissaries from Palestine had already left Corinth, 1 
after fulfilling their mission by founding an anti-Paulino party there. J 
If they had remained, they must now have been driven to retreat 
in shame and confusion. AH other opposition was quelled likewise, 
and the whole Church of Corinth were constrained to confess t^at 
God was on the side of Paul. Now, therefore, that ‘ their obedionco 
was complete,’ the painful task remained of 1 punishing all the dis¬ 
obedient ’ (2 Cor. x. 6). It was llot enough that those who had so 
often offended and so often been pardoned before, should now merely 
profess once more a repentance which was only the offspring of fear 
or of hypocrisy; unless they were willing to give proof of their sin¬ 
cerity by renourjcing their guilty indulgences. They had long 
infected the Church by tliqjr immorality; they were not merely evil 
themselves, but they were doing liarnj to others, and causing tho 
name of Christ to be blasphemed among the heathen. It was ne¬ 
cessary that the salt which had lost its savour should bo cast out, 
lest its putrescence should spread to that which still retained its 
purity (2 Cor. xii. 21). St. Paul no longer hesitated to stand be¬ 
tween the living and the dead, that the plague might be stayed. 1 
We know, from his own description (1 Cor. v. 3-5), tho very form 
and manner of the punishment inflicted. A solemn assembly of the 
Church was convened ; the presence and power of the Lord Jesus 
Christ was especially invoked ; the cases of the worst offenders were 
separately considered, and those whose sins required so heavy a 
punishment were publicly cast out of the Church, and (in the awful 
phraseology of Scripture) delivered over to Satan. Yet wo must 
not suppose that even in such extreme cases tho object of the sentence 
was to consign the criminal to final reprobation. On the contrary, 
the purpose of this excommunication was so to work on the offender’s 
mind as to bring him to sincere repentance, ‘ that his spirit might 
be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. ’ 2 - If it had this happy effect, 
and if he manifested true contrition, he was restored (as wo have 
already seen in the case of the incestuous person 3 ) to the love of the 
brethren and the communion of the Church. 

We should naturally be glad to know whether the pacification and 
purification of the Cqyinthian*Church thus effected was permanent; 
or whether tho evils which were so deeply rooted, sprang up again 
after St. Paul’s departure. On this point Scripture gives us no 
further information, nor can we find any mention of this Churtji 
(which has hitherto occupied so large a space in our narrative) after 
the date of the present chapter, either in tho Acts or the Epistles. 
Such silence seems, so far as it goes, of favourable augury.* And 
the subsequent testimony of Clement (the ‘fellow-labourer’ of Paul, 
mentioned Phil. iv. 3) confirms this interpretation of it. He speaks 
(evidently from his own personal experience) of the impression pro- 

W 

1 Wc here assume that some of the that they would. 

Corinthian Church remained obstinate * 1 Cor. v. 6. 

in their offences, as St. Paul expected 3 2 Cor. ii. 6 -8. 
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duced upon every stranger who visited the Church of Corinth, by 
their exemplary conduct; and specifies particularly their possession 
of the virtues most opposite to their former faults. Thus, he says 
I that they were distinguished for the ripeness and soundness of their 
1 knowledge in contrast to the unsound and false pretence of knowledge 
for which they were rebuked by St. Paul. Again, he praises the 
pure and blameless lives of their women ; which must therefore have 
been greatly changed since the time when fornication, wantonness, 
and impurity (2 Cor. xii. 21) were the characteristics of their society. 
But especially he commends them for their entire freedom from 
faction and party-spirit, which had formerly been so conspicuous 
among their faults. Perhaps the picture which he draws of this 
golden age of Corinth may be too favourably coloured, as a contrast 
to the state of things which he deplored when he wrote. Yet we 
may believe it substantially true, and may therefore hope that some 
of the worst evils were permanently corrected ; more particularly the 
impurity and licentiousness which had hitherto been the most flagrant 
of their vices. Their tendency to party-spirit, however (so charac¬ 
teristic of the Creek temper), was not cured ; on the contrary, it 
blazed forth again with greater fury than ever, some years after the 
death of St. Paul. Their dissensions were the occasion of the letter 
of Clement already mentioned ; he wrote in the hope of appeasing a 
violent and long-continued schism which had arisen (like their earlier 
divisions) from their being ‘ putted up in the cause of one against 
another.’ 1 He rebukes them for their envy, strife, and party-spirit ; 
accuses them of being devoted to the cause of their party-leaders 
rather than to the cause of God ; and declares that their divisions 
were rending asunder the body of Christ, and casting a stumbling-block 
in the way of many.' 1 This is the last accotmt which wo have of the 
Corinthian Church in the Apostolic age ; so that the curtain falls 
upon a scene of unchristian strife, too much like that upon which it 
rose. Yet, though this besetting sin was still unsubdued, the cha¬ 
racter of the Church, as a whole, was much improved since the days 
when some of them denied the resurrection, and others maintained 
their right to practise unchastity. 

St. Paul continued three months 3 resident at Corinth ; or, at least, 
he made that city his head-quarters during this period. Probably he 
made excursions thence to Athens and other neighbouring Churches, 
which (as we know') he had established at his first visit throughout 
all the region of Achaia, and which, perhaps, needed his presence, 
his exhortations, and his correction, no less than the metropolitan 
Church. Meanwhile, he was employed in completing that great 
collection for the Christians of Palestine, upon which we have seen 
him so long engaged. The Christians of Achaia, from whose com¬ 
parative wealth much seems to have been expected, had already pre¬ 
pared their contributions, by laying aside something for the fund on 
the first day of every week; 5 and, as this had been going on for more 

1 1 Cot^iv. 6. * See 2 Cor. i. 1, and 2 Cor. xi. 10 

* The passages in italics are quo- (‘The regions of Achaia’). Compare, 

tatious froai Clement’s first epistle, however, the remarks at the end of 
eh. i, ii, iii., xiv,i xlvi., liv. Chap. X. and Chap. XVII. 

* Acta xx. 8. ‘1 Cor. xvi. 2. 
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than a year, 1 the sum laid by must have been considerable. This 
was now collected from the individual contributors, and entrusted to 
certain treasurers elected by the whole Church, 2 who were to carry 
it to Jerusalem in company with St. Paul. j 

While the Apostle was preparing for this journey, destined to be 
so eventful, one of his converts was also departing from Corinth in 
an opposite direction, charged with a commission which has immor¬ 
talised her name. This was Phoebe, a Christian matron resident* at 
Cenchrese, the eastern port of Corinth. She was a widow 3 of con¬ 
sideration and wealth, who acted as one of the deaconesses 4 of the 
Church, and was now about to sail to Home, upon some private busi¬ 
ness, apparently connected with a lawsuit in which she was engaged. 5 
St. Paul availed himself of this opportunity to send a letter by her 
hands to the Roman Church. His reason for writing to them at 
this time was his intention of speedily visiting them, on his way from 
Jerusalem to Spain. He tlesired, before his personal intercourse 
with them should begin, to give them a'proof of the affectionate in¬ 
terest which he felt for them, although they ‘ had not seen his face 
in the flesh. ’ We must not suppose, h< iwever, that they were hitherto 
altogether unknown to him ; for we see, from the very numerous 
salutations at the close of the Epistle, that he was already well ac¬ 
quainted with many individual Christians at Rome. From the per¬ 
sonal acquaintance he had thus formed, and the intelligence he had 
received, he had reason to entertain a very high opinion of the cha¬ 
racter of the Church and accordingly he tells them (Rom. xv. 14- 
10) that, in entering so fully in his letter upon the doctrines and 
rules of Christianity, he had done it not so much to teach as to 
remind them ; and that I 10 was justified in assuming the authority so 
to exhort them, by the special commission which Christ had given 
him to the Gentiles. 

The latter expression shows 11 s that a considerable proportion, if 
not the majority, of the Roman Christians were of Gentile origin, 2 
which is also evident from several other passages in the Epistle. At 
the same time, we cannot doubt that the original nucleus of tho 
Church there, as well as in all the other great cities of the Empire, 
was formed by converts (including more Gentile proselytes than 
Jews) who had separated themselves from the Jewish synagogue. 8 
The name of the original founder of the Roman Church has not been 
preserved to us by history, nor even celebrated by tradition. This 
is a remarkable fact, when we consider how soon the Church of 


1 2 Cor. viii. 10, and 2 Cor. ix. 2. 

* ‘Whomsoever ve shall approve.’ 
1 Cor. xvi. 3. (See the translation of 
the verse.) 

3 She could not (according to Greek 
manners) have been mentioned ns 
acting in the independent manner de¬ 
scribed (Rom. xvi. 1, 2), either if her 
husband had been living or if she had 
been unmarried. 

4 On this appellation, however; see 

p. 841, n. 2; also p. 342, n. 1. 

1 See note on Rom. xvi. 1, 


3 Rom. i. 8 : 1 Your faitli is spoken 
of throughout the whole world.’ 

7 See also lfom. i. 13. 

H This is evident from the familiarity 
with the Old Testament which St. Raul 
assumes in the readers of the Kpisfle 
to the Romans; also from the mani¬ 
fest reference to Jewish readera in the 
whole argument of chapters iii. and 
iv„ and again of chapters ix., x., and 
xi. See moreover the note on Rom. 
iv. 18 below. 
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Rome attained great eminence in the Christian world, both from its 
numbers, and from the influence of its metropolitan rank. Had any 
of the Apostles laid its first foundation, the fact could scarcely fail to 
(have been recorded. It is therefore probable that it was formed in 
the first instance, of private Christians converted in Palestine, who 
had come from the eastern 1 parts of the Empire to reside at Rome, 
or who had brought back Christianity with them, from some of their 
periodical visits to Jerusalem, as the ‘ Strangers of Rome,’ from the 
great Pentecost. Indeed, among the immense multitudes whom 
political and commercial reasons constantly attracted to the metro¬ 
polis of the world, thore could not fail to be representatives of every 
religioft which had established itself in any of the provinces. 

On this hypothesis, the earliest of the Roman Christians were 
Jews by birth, who resided in Rome, from some of the causes above 
alluded to. By their efforts others of their friends and fellow- 
countrymen (who were very numerous at Rome ~) would have been 
led to embrace the Gospel. But the Church so founded, though 
Jewish in its origin, was remarkably free from the predominance of 
Judaising tendencies. This is evident from the fact that so large a 
proportion of it at this early period wore already of Gentile blood; 
and it appears still more plainly from the tone assumed by St. Paul 
throughout the Epistle, so different from that in which he addresses 
the Galatians, although the subject-matter is often nearly identical. 
Yet, at the same time, the .Judaising element, though not prepon¬ 
derating, was not ontirely absent. We find that there were opponents 
of the Gospel at Rome, who argued against it on the ground of the 
immoral consequences which followed (as they thought) from the 
doctrine of Justification by Faith; and even charged St. Paul him¬ 
self with maintaining that the greater man’s sin, the greater was 
God’s glory. (See Rom. iii. 8.) Moreover, not all the Jewish 
members of the Church could bring themselves to acknowledge their 
uncircumcised Gentile brethren as their equals in the privileges of 
Christ’s kingdom (Rom. iii. 9 and 29, xv. 7-11) ; and, on the other 
hand, the more enlightened Gentile converts were inclined to treat 
the lingering Jewish prejudices of weak consciences with scornful 
contempt (Rom. xiv. 3). It was the aim of St. Paul to win the 
former of these parties to Christian truth, and the latter to Chris¬ 
tian love; and to remove the stumbling-blocks out of the way of 

1 We cannot, perhaps, infer any- that Terlius, who acted as St. Paul’s 
thing as to the composition of the amanuensis, was apparently (to judge 
Church at Rome, from the fact that from his name) a Roman Christian of 
St. Paul writes to them in Greek the Latin section of the Church. It 
instead of' Latin ; because Hellenistic cannot, of course, be supposed that all 
Greek was (as we have seen, p. 32) his the Roman Christians were of Oriental 
own native tongue, in which he seems origin and Grecian speech. Yet it is 
always to have written ; and if any of certain (as DeanMilman, in his ‘ Latin 
the Roman Christians did not under- Christianity,’ has lately observed) that 
stand that language, interpreters were Greek remained the prevailing language 
not wanting in their own body who in the Church of Rome for several cen- 
could explain it to them. Unquestion- turies. 

ably, however, he assumes that his s With regard to the Jews in Rome, 
readers are familiar with the Septuagint see the beginning of Chap. XXIV, 
(Rom. iv. 18). It is rather remarkable '• • 
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both, by setting before them that grand summary of the doctrine 
and practice of Christianity which is contained in the following 
Epistle. 


EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS . 1 

1 Paul, a bondsman of Jesus Christ, a called Apostle, 

set apart to publish the Glad-tidings of God- 

2 which He promised of old by; His Prophets in the 

3 Holy Scriptures, concerning His Son (who was 
born of the seed of David according to the flesh, 

4 but was marked out 2 as the Son of God with 
mighty power, according to the spirit of holiness, 
by resurrection from the dead ), 3 even Jesus Christ, 

5 our Lord and Master . 4 By whom,I received grace 
and apostleship, that I might declare His name 
among all the Gentiles, and bring them to the 

6 obedience of faith. Among whom ye also aro 

7 numbered, being called by Jesus Christ- to 

all God’s beloved, called to be Saints, 4 who 
dwell in Rome. 6 

Grace be to you, and peace from God our Father, 
and from our Lord Jesus Christ. 


1 The date of this Epistle is very 
precisely fixed by the following state¬ 
ments contained in it:— 

(1.) St. Paul had never yet. been to 
Rome (i. 11, 13, 15). 

(2.) He was intending to go to 
Rome, after first visiting Jerusalem 
(xv. 23-28). Tlii 9 was exactly his 
purpose during his three months’ re¬ 
sidence at Corinth. See Acts xix. 21. 

(3.) He was going to bear a col¬ 
lection of alms from Macedonia and 
Achala to Jerusalem (xv. 26 and 31). 
This he did carry froip Corinth to 
Jerusalem at the close of this three 
months’ visit. See Acts xxiv. 17. 

(4.) When he wrote the Epistle, Ti- 
motheus, Sosipater, Gaius, and Erastus 
were with him (xvi. 21,23); of these, 
the first three are expressly mentioned 
in the Acts as having been with him at 
Corinth daring the three months’ visit 
(see Acts xx. 4) ; and the last, Erastus, 
was himself a Corinthian, and had Iteen 
sent shortly before from Ephesus (Acts 
xix. 22) with Timotheus on the wav to 
Corinth. Compare 1 Cor. xvi. 10 , 11 . 

( 6 .) Phoebe, a deaconess of the Co¬ 
rinthian port of Cenchre®, was the 
beater of the Epistle (xvi. 1 ) to Rome. 


* ‘ Defined,’ here equhalent, as 
Chrysostom says,to ‘ marked out.’ We 
may observe that the notes which 
marked Jesus as the Sou of God, are 
here declared to he power and holinms. 
Neither would have been sufficient 
without ttie other. 

3 * Resurrection of the dead ’ had 
already become a technical expression, 
used as we use ‘ Resurrection :' it can¬ 
not here mean the general resurrection 
of the dead (as Prof. Jowett supposes), 
because that event not having taken 
place could not * define ’ our Lord to 
be tlie Son of God. 

4 ‘ I.ord ’ seems to require this trans¬ 
lation here, especially in connection 
with ‘bondsman,’ ver. 1 . 

5 See note on 1 Cor. i. 2. 

a If this introductory salutation an 
pears involved and parenthetical, it the 
more forcibly recalls to our mind the 
manner in which it was written, 
namelv, by dictation from the mouth of 
St. Paul. Of course an extemporary 
spoken composition will always be 
more full of parentheses, abrupt tran¬ 
sitions, and broken sentences, than a 
treatise composed in writing by Its 
author. 
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Jf.ufniTtom*. First I thank my God through Jesus Christ for i. 8 
&ud?«dfi& e y° u all > because the tidings of your faith are 1 told 
throughout the whole world. For God is my witness 9 
(whom I serve with the worship 1 of my spirit, in 
proclaiming the Glad-tidings of His Son), how un¬ 
ceasingly I make mention of you at all times in my 
prayers,' beseeching Him that, if it be possible, 1 10 
might now at length have a way open to me according 
to the will of God, to come and visit you. For I long 11 
to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual 
gift, for the establishment of your stedfastness ; that 12 
I may share with you (I would say) in mutual en¬ 
couragement, through the faith both of you and me 
together, one with another. But I would not have 13 
you ignorant, brethren, that I have often purposed 
to come to you (tliough hitherto I have been hindered), 
that I might have some fruit among you also, as I 
have among the other Gentiles. I am a debtor both 14 
to Greeks and Barbarians, both to wise and foolish; 
therefore, as far as in me lies, I am ready to declare 15 
the Glad-tidings to you that are in Romo, as well as 
to others. For [even in the chief city of the world] 16 
1 am not ashamed of the Glad-tidings of Christ, 
seeing it is the mighty power whereby God brings 
salvation to every man that has faith therein, to the 
udi'ipcm.'- Jew first, and also to the Gentile . 2 For therein God’s 17 
revelation of righteousness 3 is revealed, a righteousness which 
more* perfect springs from Faith, and which Faith receives — as it 
is written: ‘ 3 Bh f.itttj H)C righteous Itbr .’ 1 
which fkithn For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 18 

andthereci“ against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
jpo?by God's who keep 5 down the truth [which they know] by the 

1 The addition of ‘ with my spirit ’ which God considers such ; and which 
qualifies the verb, which was generally rnuvrt, therefore, be the perfection of 
applied to acts of outward worship, man’s moral nature. This righteous- 
As much as to say, ‘My worship of ness may be looked on under two as- 
God is not the outward service of the pects: 1. in itself, as a moral condition 
temple, but the inward homage of the of man; 2. in its consequences, as in¬ 
spirit.’ See the corresponding sub- volving a freedom from guilt in the 
stantlve similarly qualified, chap. xii. 1. sight of God. Under the first aspect 
* St. Paul uses the word for * Greek ’ it is the possession of a certain dis- 
as the singular of the word for * Gen- position of mind called faith . Under 
tiles,* because the singular of the latter- the second aspect it is regarded as 
is not used in the sense of a Gentile, something reckoned by God to the 
Also the plural ‘Greeks ’iis used when account of man— an acquittal of p<tst 
individual Gentiles are meant; * Gen- offences. 

tilea * when Gentiles collectively are 4 Habakkuk ii. 4 (LXX.). Quoted 
spoken of. also Gal. iii. 11, and Hcb. x. 88. 

s God's righteousness . Not an at- ft For this meaning of the verb, corn- 
tribute of God, but the righteousness pare 2 Thess. ii. 
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19 wickedness wherein they live.* Because that which v3»tt"n»™* 
can he known a of God is manifested in their hearts, pA'lib'i'.m of 

20 God Himself having shown it to them; for His eternal 

power and Godhead, though they be invisible, yet| 
are seen ever since the world was made, being under- ^V.tStoUw 
stood by His works, that they [who despised Him] a "‘ l * 

21 might have no excuse ; because although they knew Scm!« 
God, they glorified Him not as God, nor gave H iin „ e t VtHyV-‘» y r- h * 
thanks, but in their reasonings they went astray 

after vanity, and their senseless heart was darkened. wotlJ - 

22 Calling themselves wise, they were turned into fools, 

23 and forsook the glory 3 of the imperishable God for 
idols graven in the likeness of perishable men, or of 

04 birds and beasts, and creeping things. Therefore 
God also gave them up to work uncjeanness accord¬ 
ing to their hearts’ lust, to dishonour their bodies 

25 one with another; seeing they had bartered the truth 
of God for lies, and reverenced and worshipped the 
things made instead of the Maker, who is blessed for 

2 o ever, Amen. For this cause God gave them up to 
shameful passions ; for on the; one hand their women 
changed the natural use into that which is against 

27 nature; and on the other hand their men, in like 
manner, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned 
in their lust one toward another, men with men 
working abomination, and receiving in themselves 

28 the due recompense of their transgression. And as 

' they thought fit to cast out the acknowledgment of 

God, God gave them over to an outcast 4 * mind, to do 

29 the things that are unseemly. They are filled with 
all unrighteousness, fornication, depravity, covetous¬ 
ness , 6 maliciousness. They overflow with envy, 

30 murder, strife, deceit, malignity. They are whis¬ 
perers, backbiters. God-haters ; 6 outrageous, over¬ 
weening, false boasters; inventors of wickedness; 

31 undutiful to parents ; bereft of wisdom ; breakers of 
covenanted faith; devoid of natural affection; ruthless. 


* 


1 By living in wickedness. 

* That which can be known by men 
as men; without special supernatural 
communication. 

* This is nearly a quotation from 
Ps. cvi. 20 (LXX.) The phrase used 
there and here meaning to forsake one 
thing for another; to change one thing 
against another. 

4 There la a play upon the wonls 

here (cast ont — outcast'). A translation 

should, if possible, retain such marked 


■haract eristics of St. Paul’s style. A 
jaronomasia upon the same words is 
bund 2 Cor. xiti. «, 7. 

a Perhaps this may lie here used for 
ust. as it is at Eph. v. 8 and elsewhere; 
ee the notes*there, and also sec rlam- 
nond, and Jowett, in loco. 

o We venture to consider tills ad- 
eetive active, against the opinion of 
iViner, Meyer, and De Wette; relying 
irst, on the authority of Suidas, and 
econdly, on the context. 
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merciless. Who knowing the decree of God, 1 whereby i, 
all that do such things are worthy of death, not only 
commit the sins, but delight in their fellowship with 
the sinners. 


i It wa» ulio 
violated by 
those who ac¬ 
knowledged 
its obligation 
(whether Jews 
orSieathcn 
philosophers). 
Such acknow¬ 
ledgment 
would not 
avail in God's 
sight. His 
judgment 
would depend 
on flie agree¬ 
ment between 
the actions 
ansi the law 
revealed, 
whether out¬ 
wardly (as to 
the Jews) or 
inwardly (as 
to the 
heathen). 


Wherefore thou, O man, whosoever thou art that ii. 
judgest others, art thyself without excuse;* for in 
judging thy neighbour thou condemnest thyself, 
since thy deeds are the same which in him thou dost 
condemn. And we know that God judges them who 2 
do such wickedness, not 3 by their words, but by 
their deeds. But reckonest thou, O thou that con- 3 
demnest such evil-doers, and doest the like thyself, 
that thou shalt escape the judgment of God ? or does 4 
the rich abundance of His kindness 1 * and forbearance 
and long-suffering cause tliee to despise 4 Him? and 
art thou ignorant that God, by His kindness [in 
withholding punishment], strives to lead thee to re¬ 
pentance ? But thou in the hardness and impenitence 5 
of thy heart, art treasuring up against thyself a store 
of wrath, which will be manifested in 5 6 the day of 
wrath, even the day when God will reveal 8 to the 
sight of men the righteousness of His judgment. 
For He will pay to all their due, according to their 6 
deeds; to those who with stedfast endurance in well 7 
doing seek glory and honour 7 incorruptible, He will S 
give life eternal; but for men of guile , 8 who are 
obedient to unrighteousness, and disobedient to the 9 
truth, indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish 
shall 9 fall upon them; yea, upon every soul of man 
that does the work of evil, upon the Jew first, and 
also upon the Gentile. But glory and honour and 10 


1 How did they know this ? By the 
law of conscience (see ii. 14) confirmed 
by the laws of nature (i. 20). 

a Inexcusable in doing evil (not in 
judging) is evidently meant, just as it 
is before (i. 20) by the same word. 
St. Paul does not here mean that ‘cen¬ 
soriousness is inexcusable; ’ but he 
says ‘ thy power to judge the immorali¬ 
ties of others involves thy own guilt; 
for thou also violatest the laws of thy 
conscience.’ 

3 This appears to be the meaning of 
‘ according to truth.’ 

4 Literally, ‘ it it the rech abundance 
of Hit kindness, $•«., which thou de- 
spiteet ? ’ 

4 Not against, but manifested in. 

6 This means to disclose to tight 

what hat been hidden ; the word reveal 


does not by itself represent the full 
force of the original term, although 
etvmologically it corresponds with it. 

V Glory and honour and immor¬ 
tality,’ an lfendiadys for ‘immortal 
glory and honour.’ 

8 This noun seems to mean selfish 
party intrigue , conducted in a mer¬ 
cenary spirit, and more generally, selfish 
cunning ; being derived from a verb 
denoting to undertake a work for hire. 
It occurs also 2 Cor. xii. 20; Phil. i. 
16, -Phil. ii. 8 ; Gal. v. 20. The par¬ 
ticiple is used for intriguing partisans 
by Aristotle (Polit. v. 3). The history 
of this word seems to bear a strong 
analogy to that of our term job. 

9 Observe the change of construction 
here. The nouns in the latter clause 
are in the nominative. 
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peace shall be given to every man who does the 
work of good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gen¬ 
ii tile ; for there is no respect of persons with God. 

12 For thej' who have sinned without [the knowledge 
of] the Law, shall perish without [the punishment 
of] the Law; and they who have sinned under the 

13 Law, shall be judged by the Law . 1 For not the 
hearers of the Law 2 are righteous in God’s sight, but 

14 the doers of the Law shall be Qounted righteous. For 
when the Gentiles, having not the Law, do by nature 
the works of the Law, they, though they have not 

15 the Law, are a Law to themselves; since they mani¬ 
fest the work .of the Law written in their hearts; 
while their conscience.also bears its witness, and 
their inward thoughts answering pne to the other, 

16 accuse, or else defend them; [as will be seen ] 3 in 
that day when God shall jndge the secret counsels 
of men by Jesus Christ, according to the Glad-tidings 
which I preach. 

17 Behold 4 * * * thou callest thyself a Jew, and restest in not woniiHhe 

18 the Law, and boastest of God’s favour, and knowest 

the will of God, and givest 8 judgment upon good ‘j;'n»W| | .incc 
or evil, being instructed by the teaching of the Law. 

19 Thou deemest thyself a guide of the blind, a light 
those who are in darkness, an instructor of the simple, 

so a teacher of babes, possessing in the Law the perfect »t the heart. 

21 pattern of knowledge and of truth. Thou therefore 
that teacliest thy neighbour, dost thou not teach 
thyself? thou that, preachest a man should not steal, 

22 dost thou steal ? thou that sayest a man should not 
commit adultery, dost thou commit adultery? thou 


1 We have remarked elsewhere (but 
the remark may be here repeated with 
advantage) that the attempts Much 
were formerlv made to prove that eitm, 
when used with and without the article 
by St. Paul, meant in the former case 
a moral law in general, and in the latter 
only the Mosaic Law, have now been 
abandoned by the best interpreters. 
See note on ifi. 20. 

1 The Jews were ‘ hearers of the Law ’ 
in their synagogues, every Sabbath. 

3 The clause in brackets (or some 

equivalent) must be interpolated, to 

render the connection clear to an En¬ 

glish reader. The verbs are in the pre¬ 

sent, because the conscientious judg¬ 

ment described takes place in the pre¬ 
sent time j yet they are connected with 


in the Day (as if they had been in the 
future), because the manifestation and 
confirmation of that judgment belongs 
to 1 the Day of the Lord.’ 

4 If we follow some of the best 
MSS., the translation must ran thus: 
‘ But what, if thou callest thyself,’ 
&c.; the apodosis beginning with verse 
21 . 

5 The verb means to test (as a metal 
by fire). See 1 Peter i. 7. Hence to 
give judgment upon (here). ‘ Things 
that are excellent,’ or rather ‘ things 
that diffe^,’ mean (as explained by 
Theophylact), ‘what we ought to do 
and what we ought not to do.’ The 
same phrase occurs Phil. i. 10. Sea 
also Rom, xii. 2, 
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that abhorrest idols, dost thou rob* temples? thouii. 03 
that makest thy boast in the Law, by breaking the * 
Law dost thou dishonour God ? Yea, as it is written 

‘ CCljrnugh gnu ii the name at «o# blatfpbemeB among 24 
tfjc ®rnttlesi.’ 1 * 3 

For circumcision avails if thou keep the Law; but 25 *' 
if thou be a breaker of the Law, thy circumcision iR 
turned into uncircumcision. If then the uncircum- 26 
cised Gentile keep the decrees of the Law, shall not 
his uncircumcision be counted for circumcision ? 

And shall not he, though naturally uncircumcised, by 27 
fulfilling the Law, condemn thee, who with Scripture 
and circumcision dost break the Law ? For he is not 28 
a Jew, who is one outwardly ^ nor is that circumcision, 
which is outwartj in the flesh ; but he is a Jew who 29 
is one inwardly, and circumcision is that of the heart, 
in the spirit, not in the letter; whose praise comes 
not from man 3 but from God. 

tiure of the" ‘But if this be so, what advantage has the Jew,iii. 1 
in their being and what has been the profit of circumcision ? ’ Much 
withtheo«t- every way. First, because to their keeping were en- 2 
tlon of Ocxl's trusted the oracles of God. For what, though some 3 
faithlessness of them were faithless 4 * 6 * to the trust? shall we say® 
only estftb- that their faithlessness destroys the faithfulness® of 
wt|fnhiJss, God ? That be far from us. Yea, bo sure that God 4 
tile occasion 8 is true, though all mankind be liars, as it is written: 
fo'SEST* 4 thou mtgijtcSt be jmSttfirt tit tfin dnjittigi, anti 
Mil toil from - mCfAtetft aftercomr tuftcu tfjau art ivtomtoS* ‘ But if the 5 
guilt is not 8 righteousness of God is established by our unrigh- 
moved^t since teousness [Bis faithfulness being more clearly seen 
qucncetuhow- hy our faithlessuess], must we not say that God is 
con r make n unjust,’ (I speak as men do ), 8 ‘ in sending the punish- 
wronii action nient? ’ That be far from us ; for [if this punishment 6 


1 Compare Acts xix. 87. f See above, 
p. 482. ii.] 

* Isaiah lii. 5 (LXX.). 

3 The Pharisees ana Pharisaic Ju¬ 
daism's sought to gain the praise of 
men by their outward show of sanc¬ 
tity; which is hero contrasted with the 
inward holiness which seeks no praise 
but that of God. The same contrast 
occurs in the Sermon on the Mount. 

4 ‘ faithless to the truth’ refers to 

the preceding 'entrusted.’ For the 
meaning of the word, compare 2 Tim. 
ii-13.. 

6 See note on Gal. iii. 21. 

* That is, shall we imagine that God 


t 

will break His covenant with the true 
Israel, because of the unfaithfulness of 
the false Israel? Compare Rom. xi. 

7 Ps. ii. 4 (LXX.). The whole con¬ 
text is as follows: ‘ 1 acknowledge my 
transgression , and my sin is ever before 
me; against Thee only have I sinned',and 
done Otis evil in Thy sight; that Thou 
mightest be justified in Thy sayings, 
and mightest overcome when Thou art 
judged.' 

8 For this phrase see note on Gal. 
id. 15. And compare also 1 Cor. XV, 
82, and Rom. vi. 19. 
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i. 7 be unjust], how shall God judge the world ? since 1 
. [of that judgment also it might be said] : ‘ If God’s 
, truth has by the occasion of my falsehood more fully 
shown itself, to the greater manifestation of His glory, 

8 why am I still condemned as a sinner? and why* 
should we not say ’ (as I myself am slanderously 
charged with saying) 1 Let us do evil that good may 
come ? ’ Of such men 3 the doom is just. 

9 What shall we say then ? [having gifts above the 2 ? 
Gentiles] have we the pre-eminence over them ? No, ’J ,'"'- 1,0 
in no wise; for we have already charged all, bothUKhcs- 

10 Jews and Gentiles, with the guilt of sin. And so it 

11 is written, ‘ ffiljere td uour righteous, no not mir; there Xm of’liii 
is none that uiiotiStantfeth, there is none that srrbeth 

12 after ®u®, they are all gone out of tljc toajj, then arr 
altogether heroine unpraGtahle, there is none that 

l 3 #oeth goo®, no not one. Cheir throat is an oprn bc= 

1 pulrijrc, toith their tongue thru babe uSeO tJcceit, the 
H poison of aSpS is uuOrr their tips. Chetr mouth iS full 
is of cursing an® bitterness, ©Ijctr feet are shrift to She® 

5,17 hloo®. ffleStruction an® miSern are in tljetr patljS, an® 
is the toaj! of peace babe tbeij not It no ton. Cherc iS no fear 

19 of <So® before their ejjeS. M Now we know that all the 
sayings of the Law are spoken to those under the 
Law; [these things therefore are spoken to the Jews] 
that every mouth might be stopped, and the whole 
world might be subjected to the judgment of God. 

20 For ' 5 through the works of the Law, * Shall no fleSb 
A be jllSUfif® ill ©is Sight,’ 1 '' because by the Law is 

wrought [not the doing of righteousness, but] the 
acknowledgment of sin. 

21 But now, not by the Law, but by another way , 7 


1 In this most difficult passage we 
must bear in mind that St. Paul is 
constantly referring to the arguments 
of his opponents, which Sere familiar 
to his readers at Rome, but are not so 
to ourselves. Hence the apparently 
abrupt and elliptical character of the 
argument, and the necessity of supply¬ 
ing something to make the connection 
intelligible. 

1 The ellipsis is supplied by under¬ 
standing • why ’ from the preceding 
clause, and ‘ say' from the following : 
the complete expression would have 
been, ‘why should we not say? ’ 

* Viz. men who deduce immoral con¬ 
sequences from sophistical arguments. 

* This whole passage is quoted (and 
all but verse* 10 and 11 verbatim) 


from Ps. xiv. 1, 2, 3. (LXX.) Por¬ 
tions of it also occur in I's. liii. !i, Ps. 
v. 9, Ps. cxl. 3, Ps. x. 7; Isaiah lix. 7 ; 
Ps. xxxvi. 1. 

6 See note on ii. 12. That the ab¬ 
sence of the article makes no difference 
is shown by verses 28 and 29. At the 
same time, it must be observed that 
the Law is spoken of as amoral, not as 
a ceremonial law. 

6 Ps. cxliii. 2, almost verbatim from 
LXX. ‘ Kilter not into judgment with 
thy servant; for in thy sight shall no 
man be justifed.’ Xo ’doubt the pre¬ 
ceding words were in 8t. Paul’s recol¬ 
lection, and are tacitly referred to, 
being very suitable to his argument. 

7 Not by the Lam, but by tomething 
else. Sea iii. 28, and iv. 6. 
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God’s righteousness is brought to light, whereto the 
which they W Law and the prophets bear witness ; God’s righteous- in 
ffi'bifmiuie ness (I say) which comes by faith in Jesus Christ,- 
oSd%Kht n in f° r all and upon all, who have faith ; 1 for there is no 
eaTf?om fl that difference [between Jew and Gentile], since all have 2.3 
°e. t not I by w ‘ sinned, and none have attained the glorious likeness 8 

of God. But they are justified freely by His grace 24 
3 uS,bqfS : through the ransom which is paid in Christ Jesus. 
Chrii?ind'by For Him hath God set forth, in His blood to be a 25 
JKtiStou? propitiatory sacrifice by means of Faith, thereby to 
p£? 3 »e f n«.. manifest the righteousness of God; because in His 
of l chJSt #ce forbearance God had passed over the former sins of 
thf.’pifrdon* men 3 in the times that are gone by. [Him (I say) 26 
PiS^g^'b " 01 hath God set forth] in this present time to manifest 
indimmna) His righteousness, that He” might be just, and [yet] 
might justify 4 the children® of Faith. Where then is 2 ? 
the 6 boasting [of the Jew] P It has been 7 shut out. 

By what law ? by the law of works ? no, but by the 
law of Faith. For we reckon 8 that by Faith a man 28 
is justified, and not by® the works of the Law ; else 


1 In order to render more clear the 
connection between the words for 
‘faith’ and ‘believe,’ it is desirable 
to translate the latter have faith (in¬ 
stead of believe ) wherever it is possible. 

3 Literally, all fall short of the glory 
of God. We have ‘ God’s glory’ as 
analogous to ‘ Christ’s glory ’ (2 Cor. 
viii, 28, or 2 Cor. iii. 18). It may also 
mean God’s heavenly glory (Rom. v. 2, 
and 2 Thess. ii. 14). Meyer and others 
render it ‘ the praise which comes from 
God,’ which is contrary to St. Paul’s 
use of the phrase. Indeed St. John is 
the only writer in the New Testament 
who furnishes any analogy Tor this ren¬ 
dering (John xii. 43.) 

3 The A. V. here is a mistranslation. 
Cf. Acts xvii. 30, and the note on St. 
Paul’s speech at Lystra, p. 154, n. 2. 

* The first wish of a translator of St. 
Paul’s Epistles would be to retain the 
same English root in all the words em- 

S loyed as translations of the various 
envatlves of tin ator, viz, fitKatocnirs, 8,- 
Kaiovr, SiKaiuya, juatWa, tiKalut, and 
{ucaeoKpuno. But this is impossible, 
because no English root of the same 
meaning has these derivatives ; for ex¬ 
ample. taking righteous to represent ti- 
jutot, we have righteousness for tncaio- 
vthra, but no verb from the same root 
equivalent to SututoCy, Again, taking 
just for Sucator, we have justify for «»- 


jeaioCv, but no term for SiKcuwrvri), which 
is by no means equivalent to justice, 
nor even to justness, in many passages 
where it occurs. The only course which 
can be adopted, therefore, is to take 
that root in each case which seems best 
to suit the context, and bring out the 
connection of the argument. 

5 The original is not fully represented 
by the A. V. It means ‘him whose 
essential characteristic is faith,’ ‘the 
child of faith.’ Compare Gal. iii. 7, 
and Gal. iii. 9. The word ‘ Jesus ’ is 
omitted by some of the best MSS., and 
is introduced in othe[s with variations, 
which look as if it had been originally 
an interpolation. It is omitted by 
Tischendorf. 

6 The Gfeek has the article before 
the word for ‘ boasting.’ 

7 The aorist seems used here (as 
often) in a perfect tense. See note on 
2 Cor. vii. 2, and on Rom. v. 5. 

8 We have adopted the reading 
‘for’ instead of ‘therefore,’ because 
the authority of MSS. and Fathers is 
pretty equally divided between the two 
readings, and it suits the context better 
to make this clause a proposition sup¬ 
porting the preceding, and defends# bv 
the following, than to make it the con¬ 
clusion from the preceding arguments. 

9 See note on verse 21. 
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!9 God must be the God of the Jews alone; but is He 
not likewise the God of the Gentiles ? Yea, He is the 

jo God of the Gentiles also. For God is one [for all 
men], and He Will justify through Faith the circum¬ 
cision of the Jews, and by their Faith will He justify 
also the uncircumcision of the Gentiles. 

31 Do we then by Faith bring to nought the Law ? J«wi.h <>«<«- 
That be far from us ! Yea, we establish the Law. 

. 1 What then 1 can we say that our father Abraham mentandthc 

2 gained by 2 the fleshly ordinance*? For, if Abraham AbnSKim?^ 
was justified by works he has a ground of boasting. 

3 But he has no ground of boasting with God ; for what tuiVirpiV eif- 
says the Scripture : 3 4 ®brai)jun ha® faith tit ®ob, nut it Abraham’* 

4 toad rcc&anrtr imtft hint far rig&tcawfoaM.’ 8 Now if a 
man earn his pay by his work, it is not ‘ rrritanrti to Christian 

6 him ’ as a favour, but it is paid him as a debt; but if tjaii.VhVy 
he earns nothing by his work, but puts faith in Him tSw!rr*uii1ui« 
who justifies 4 the ungodly, then his faith is 4 * rerlmilrtf SiiMm, „r 

6 to him far rtshtcautfnrgtf.’ In like manner David also hOrSofiii?" 
tells the blessedness of the man, to whom God reckon- ' ,roml8e '’ 
eth righteousness, not by works but by another way,® 

7 saying, 4 are fhrjj l»h n **r tiuqtunrtf arc fargtbeit, 

8 aub infjafle jStni arc tobcrctr. JSIrMrb it the man agatiufl 

9 Suborn the ttorb jShall not rerhau tftn.’« Is this blessing 
then for the circumcised alone ? or does it not belong 
also to the uncircumcised ? for we say, 4 !>W fatth 

lorcchancb ta Abraham far riahtcouSueii.' 7 How then 

\ was it reckoned to him ? when he was circumcised, 
or uncircumcised ? Not in circumcision but in un- 

11 circumcision. And he received circumcision as an 
outward sign 8 of inward things, a seal to attest the 
righteousness which belonged to his Faith while he 
was yet uncircumcised. That so he might be father 
of all the faithful who are uncircumcised, that the 
righteousness [of Faith] might be reckoned to them 

12 also ;—and father of circumcision to those 9 who are 

3 Literally, gained in the u.ay of the 
flesh. The order of the Greek forbids 
‘us to join ‘ after the flesh ’ with 4 father,’ 
as in A. V. 

* Gen. xv. 6 (LXX.). 

4 See note on iii. 26. 

1 See agaia note on iii. 21. 

8 Pa. xxxu. 1, 2 (LXX.). 

7 Gen. XV. 6 (LXX.) repeated. 

8 The full meaning of sign i* an out¬ 
ward sign of things unseen. 

• Via, the faithful of Jewiah birth. 


1 The ‘therefore’ here ia very per¬ 
plexing, as the argument aeema to re¬ 
quire ‘for.’ Nor ia the difficulty re¬ 
moved by saying dogmatically that 
this paaaage ia 4 not a proof but a con¬ 
sequence * of the preceding. For it ia 
unquestionably riven by St. Paul aa a 
proof that the law ia consistent with 
his doctrine at faith. The ‘ therefore ’ 
l from the preceding 
1 4 for ’ is repeated in 
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not circumcised only in the flesh, but who also tread 
in the steps of that Faith which our father Abraham 
had while yet uncircumcised. 

For the promise 1 to Abraham and his seed that he iv. 1.3 
should inherit the world came not by the Law, but , 
by the righteousness of Faith. For, if this inheritance. 14 : 
belong to the children of the Law, Faith is made of 
no account, and the promise is brought to nought; 
because the Law brings [not blessings but] punish -15 
ment , 9 (for where there is no law, there can be no 
law-breaking). Therefore the inheritance belongs to 16 
Faith, that it might be a free gift; that so the promise 3 
[not being capable of forfeiture] might stand Arm to 
all the seed of Abraham, not to his children of the 
Law alone, but to the children of his Faith ; for he is 
the Father of us all [both Jews and Gentiles], (as it 
is written, ‘ 5 babe matte tf)« the fatijcr of mamj na» 17 
tutiiS,’ 4 ) in the sight of God, who saw his faith, even 
God who makes the dead to live, and calls the things 
that are not as though they were. For Abraham had 18 
faith,in hope beyond hope, that he might become ttje 
father nf many nations ; 5 as it was said unto him, 

‘ JLooli totoarS beaten antr tell tbr Stars if tbou he able 
to ntunbrr them; eben So Shall tbo Seek be.’ And is 
having no feebleness in his faith, he regarded not his 
own body which was already dead (being about a 
hundred years old), nor the deadness of Sarah’s 
womb; at the promise of God (I say) he doubted not 20 _ 
faithlessly, but 7 was filled with the strength of Faith, 


1 ‘ The land which thou seest, to thee 
will I give it, and to thg seed for ever,’ 
Gen. xiii. 16. St. Paul (according to 
his frequent practice in dealing with 
the Old Testament) allegorises this 

{ iromise. So that, as Abraham is Cat¬ 
egorically viewed) the type of Chris¬ 
tian faith, he is also the heir of the 
world, whereof the sovereignty belongs 
to his spiritual children, by virtue of 
their union with their Divine Head. 

* Literally, wrath j i.e. the -wrath of 
God punishing the transgressions of the 
Law. 

* This passage throws light on GaL 
iU. 18 and 20. It should be observed 
that St. Paul restricts $the wetd of 
Abraham’ to the inheritors gfhie faith; 
and <a all this seed (he declares) the 


full force of the Greek, when the same 
word means nations and Gentiles. 

s Gen. xvii. 6. See the previous note. 

6 Gen. xv. 5 (LXX.). In such quo¬ 
tations, a few words were sufficient to 
recall the whole passage to Jewish 
readers ; therefore, to make them in¬ 
telligible to modem reader*, it is some¬ 
times necessary to give the context. 
It should be observed that this quota¬ 
tion alone is sufficient to prove that 
the minority of those to whom St. Paul 
was wnting were familiar with the 8ei>- 
tuagint version ; for to none others could 
such'a curtailed citation be intelligible. 
The hypothesis that the Homan Chris¬ 
tians had originally been Jew" ‘ 
lytes, of Gentile birth, sat 
condition. See the intijpdu 
mark* to this Epistle. ; . * ■ ’ >. 

t" Wtewlly. A* 

, (U. idrmgtkined 
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1 arid gave glory to God; being fully persuaded that what 

2 He has promised He is able also to perform. There¬ 
fore faith tea* recfconeh to f>u« for riahteou*nc<*.* 

, 3 But these words were not written for his sake only, 

!4 but for our sakes likewise; for it will be 4 retkoneO 
for righteouanf**,’ to us also, who have faith in Him 
!5 that raised from the dead our Lord Jesus ; who was 
given up to death for our transgressions, and raised 
again to life for our justification.* 

1 Therefore, being justified by Paith, we have peace Through aiih 

2 with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, through chri.’tun. »?• 
whom also we have received entrance into this grace * they^oicMn 
wherein we stand ; and we exult in hope of the glory th^pre«nt 

3 of God. And not only so, but we exult also in our 
sufferings; for we know tlfat by suffering is wrought ronKionan«* 

4 stedfastness, and stedfastness is the jfroof of sound- fn ihtneSjje* 

5 ness, and proof gives rise to hope ; and our hope them^ror i.jt 
cannot shame us in the day of trial; because the love u^iietthof 
of God is shed forth in our hearts by the Holy arc reconc fled 

6 Spirit, who has been 3 given unto us. ltor while we by^artiivin^ 
were yet helpless [in our sins], Christ at the ap- An^they 

7 pointed time died for sinners. Now hardly for a arc ’“ v 
righteous man will any be found to die (although 
some perchance would even endure death for the 

8 good), but God gives proof of His own love to us, 
because while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. 

9 Much more, now that we have been justified in His 
blood, 4 shall we be saved through Him from the 

to wrath * to come. For if, when we were His enemieB, 
we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, 
much more, being already reconciled, shall we be 
ll saved, by sharing in® His life. Nor is this our hope 


1 1a that we might have an ever- 
living Saviour as the object of onr 
faith, and might through that faith be 
united with Him, and partake of Hia 
life, and thus be justified, or accounted 
righteous, and (for St. Paul docs not, 
like later theologians, separate these 
ideas) have the seed of all true moral 
life implanted in us. Compare r. 10. 

* ‘ By faith ’ is omitted in the best 

mss. 

* Olshausen translates ‘was given 
unto ns,’ via. on the day of Pentecost. 
But we have elsewhere shown the mis¬ 
take of those who will never allow St. 
Paul to use the aorist in a perfect 
sense. See note on 2 Cor. vii. 2. Dr. 
Alford, who objects to translate one 


aorist participle (in the 6th verse) 

1 having been given,' is obliged himself 
inconsistently to translate another (in 
the 9th verse) ‘ having been justified,' 
and an aorist verb (lltli verse), ‘we 
have received,' and to consent to the 
junction of both these aorists with 
‘ now,’ a junction which is conclusive 
as to its perfect use. 

4 Justified in Hit blood. i.e.'bypar¬ 
ticipation in Hit blood; that is, being 
made par taken of Hit death. Compare 
Rom. vi. 8-8 ; also Gal. ii. 20. 

4 The original has the article before 
‘wrath.’ ... 

4 This ‘in ’ should be distinguished 
from the preceding ‘ by.’ 
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only for the time to come; but also [in our present 
sufferings] we exult in God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, by whom we have now received reconcili¬ 
ation with God. 

nllffwn'pe" This, therefore, is like the case 1 when, through v. 
fe present alive one man [Adam], sin entered into the world, and by , 
sin death; and so death spread to all mankind, because 
wiS’f“£fi? m a11 committed sin. For before the Law was given is 
TheMo.iii [by Moses] there was sin in the world; but sin is not 
afficftothe reckoned against the sinner, when there is no law 
Mteneeln* [forbidding it] ; nevertheless death reigned from 14 
mfctofeeu Adam till Moses, even over those whose sin [not 
srefiion™’ 1 " being the breach of law] did not resemble the sin of 
dutr, 0 an l d%at Adam, Now Adam is an image of Him that was to 
^iHtuai1iftSn coine - far greater is the gift than was the 15 

beeivsn to ht transgression; for if by the sin of the one man 
EX^SST' 1 [Adam], death came upon the many, 2 much more in 
that mnnCin the grace of the one man Jesus Christ has the free- 
2c!la»kmof e ness of God’s 3 bounty overflowed unto the many. 
Goii'imercy. Moreover the boon [of God] exceeds the fruit 4 of 16 
Adam’s sin; for the doom came, out of one offence, a 
sentence of condemnation ; but the gift comes, out of 
many offences, a sentence of acquittal. For if the 17 
reign of death was established by the one man 
[Adam], through the sin of him alone; far more 
shall the reign of life be established in those who 
receive the overflowing fulness of the free gift of 
righteousness, by the one man Jesus Christ. There-18 
fore, as the fruit of one offence reached to all men, " 
and brought upon them condemnation [the source of 
death] ; so likewise the fruit of onq acquittal shall 
reach 8 to all, and shall bring justification, the source 6 


1 Much difficulty has been caused to 
interpreters here by the ‘as’ (which 
introduces the first member of the pa¬ 
rallel) having no answering ‘ so ’ (nor 
anything equivalent to it) to introduce 
the second. The best view of the pas¬ 
sage is to consider ‘ as ’ as used ellip¬ 
tic-ally for [Me case i«J as what follows, 
in which sense it is used Matt. xxv. 
14: where it is similarly without any 
answering ‘so.’ Another view is to 
suppose the regular construction lost 
sight of in the rapidity of dictation; 
the second member of the parallel be¬ 
ing virtually supplied in verses 15 to 20. 

* Not ‘ many ’(A. V.), but Me many, 
nearly equivalent to all. 

* We take grace and gift together. 
Compare the same expression below, in 


verse 17; literally, the free gift and 
the boon of God, an hendiadys for the 
Jreeness of God’s bounty. 

‘ Literally, the boon is not as [that 
which teas] wrought by one man who 
sinned. 

6 We take Sucamua here in the same 
sense as in verse 16, because, first, it is 
difficult to suppose the same word used 
in the very same passage in two such 
different meanings as Recte factum, and 
Deeretum absolutorium (which Wahl 
and most of the commentators suppose 
it to be). And, secondly; ‘ because 
otherwise it is necessary bra&e 1 one’ 
differently in two p#«p;HsWs2as 
(masculine in the one, wjg^S*nter in 
the other), which is unnatural. 

* Literally, appertaining to life. 
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19 of life. For as, by the disobedience of the one, the 
many were made sinners; so by the obedience of the 

20 one, the many shall be made righteous. And the 
Law was added, that sin might abound; 1 but where 
sin abounded, the gift of grace has overflowed beyond 

21 [the outbreak of sin] ; that as sin has reigned in 
death, so grace might reign through righteousness 
unto life eternal, by the work of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

1 What shall we say then? shall we a persist in sin 

2 that the gift of grace may be more abundant ? God {Srwr.iSn’J? 
forbid. We who have died 3 to sin, how can we any c*mck>dcfram 

3 longer live in sin ? or have you forgotten that all of «hm>w | pr.i.t 
us, when we were baptized into fellowship with Christ toc»n ^rth » 
Jesus, were baptized into fellowship with His death ? Kitum ufowi'a 

4 With Him therefore we were buried by the baptism jJSjmsnifc 
wherein we shared His death [when we sank beneath gMjjwnn!* 
the waters] ; 4 that even as Christ was raised up from «pintu»i 
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we likewise * ' 

5 might walk in newness of life. For if we have been 
grafted® into the likeness of His death, so shall wo 

6 also share His resurrection. For we know that our 
old man was crucified 6 with Christ, that the sinful 

7 body [of the old man ] 7 might be destroyed, that wo 
might no longer be the slaves of sin ; (for he that is 

8 dead is justified 8 from sin). Now if wo have shared 


1 A light is thrown on this very dif¬ 
ficult expression by vii. 13 j see note 
on that verse. 

! This was probably an objection 
made by Judaising disputants (as it 
has been made by their successors in 
other ages of the Church) against St. 
Paul’s doctrine. They argued that if 
(as he said) the sin of man called forth 
so glorious an exhibition oj the pardon¬ 
ing grace of God, the necessary conclu¬ 
sion must be, that the more men sinned 
the more God was glorified. Compare 
iii. 7,8, and verse 15 below. We know 
also, that this inference was actually 
deduced by the Antinomian party at 
Corinth (see p.852), and therefore it 
was the more necessary for St. Paul to 
refute it. 

* The AV. ‘ are dead ’ does not 
preserve the reference in the original 
to a past transaction. We might 
here keep the aorist to its classical 
use, by translating (as in our former 
edition) a oho died ton* [when we became 
foBaeert of Christ! 1 hut this render¬ 


ing is leas simple and natural than the 
other. 

4 This clause, which is here left el¬ 
liptical, is fully expressed in Col. ii. 
12. This passage cannot he understood 
unless it be borne in mind that the pri¬ 
mitive baptism was by immersion. See 
p. 345. 

5 Literally, have become partakers of 
a vital union [as that of a graft with the 
tree into which it is grafted) of the re¬ 
presentation of his death [in baptism J. 
The meaning appears to be, if toe have 
shared the reality of his death , whereof 
we have undergone the likeness. . 

6 Observe the mis-translatlon in the 
A. V. • is crucified.’ 

7 With ‘ body of sin’ compare ‘body 
of flesh,’ Col. it. 11. 

s Is justified, meaning that If a cri¬ 
minal charge a brought against a man 
who died before the perpetration of the 
crime, he must be acquitted, since he 
could not have committed the act 
charged against him. 
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the death of Christ, we believe that we shall also 
share His life;-knowing that Christ being raised vi. 9 
from the dead, can die no more; death has no more 
dominion over Him. For He died once, and once 10 
only, nnto sin; but He lives [for ever] unto God. 
Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 11 1 
unto sin, but living unto God in Christ Jesus. 1 Let 12 
not sin therefore reign in your dying body, causing 
you to obey its lusts; nor give up your members 
to sin, as instruments of unrighteousness; but give 13 
yourselves to God, as being restored to life from the 
dead, and your members to His service as instru¬ 
ments of righteousness; for sin shall not have the 14 
mastery over you, since you are not under the Law, 8 
but under grace, 

Tnechrfi- What then P shall we sin 8 because we are not 15 
from'the riaw under the Law, but under grace ? God forbid. Know 16 
iMnif'nthe ye not that He to whose service you give yourselves, 

K Law, not is your real master, whether sin, whose end is death, 
iti penalties, or obedience, whose end is righteousness. But God 17 
ler/frCiuof be thanked that you, who were once the slaves of 
‘'it whereof sin, obeyed from your hearts the teaching whereby 
partake" 8 you were moulded anew; 4 and when you were freed 18 
dives or sin from the slavery of sin, you became the bondsmen of 
Mrt h inthu° righteousness. (I speak the language of common 19 
fi^domfrom B j 10w wea k ne8fi 0 f y 0ur fleshly nature 6 

rt?ifsubjectto [which must be in bondage either to the one, or to 
iJrtfisLaw? 8 the other].) For as once you gave up the members 
nexumy he of your body for slaves of uncleanness and licentious- 
resuits °f sin. negg> wor ]j the deeds of licence; so now must you 
give them up for slaves of righteousness to work the 
deeds of holiness. For when you were the slaves of 2< 
sin, you were free from the service of righteousness. 
What fruit then had yon 6 in those times, from the 2 


1 The best MSS. omit ‘our Lord.’ 

* To be ‘under the law,’ in St. PauPs 
language, means to avoid sin {torn fear 
of penalties attached to sin by the law. 
Thia principle of fear ie not strong 
enough to keep men in the path of duty. 
Union with Christ can alone give man 
the mastery over sin. 

s See note on first verse of this chap¬ 
ter/' s 

4 Literally, the mould op teaching 
fate which you were transmitted. The 
metaphor is from the casting of metals. 

4 There is a striking resemblance 
between this passage and the words 
~r SMmtM recorded by Xenophon, 


Mem. I. 5. For the apologetic phrase 
here compare Bom. iii. 5, and uaL iii. 
15. 

4 It has been alleged that ‘fruit’ 
(in N. T.) always means ‘actions; the 
fruit of a man considered as a tree;’ 
and that it never means ‘ the fruit of 
his’actions.’ Bat in fact the metaphor 
is used both ways: sometimes a man 
is considered as producing fruit; some¬ 
times as gathering or storing fruit. 
In the former case ‘ bear fruit,*-in Ike 
latter ‘have fruit,’ is apubpriately 
used. Compare Bom. i. iS.ammoo 
Bops.xv. 28j Ph#.i.22;'aifljppE 
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deeds whereof you are now ashamed P yea, the end of 
,23 them is death. But now, being freed from the 
bondage of sin, and enslaved to the service of God, 
your fruit is growth in holiness, 1 and its end is life 
23 eternal. For the wage of sin is death ; but the gift 
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord and 
master. 8 

ii. 1 [I say that you are not under the Law]; or® are Ai.bo4.nid, 
you ignorant, brethren (for I speak to those who y" l w “ n |£ r *[fj 
know the Law), that the dominion of the Law over 

2 men lasts only during their life ? thus the married 
woman is bound by the Law to her husband while jj»v« jH«» yy 
he lives, but if her husband be dead, the Law which thrjlt'.XSii. 

3 bound her to him has lost its hold upon her; so that » 

while her husband is living if she be joined to another tuji^rvujcby 
man, she will be counted an adulteress; but if her tifiufw 
husband be dead, she is free from the Law, so as to jjjMofwwch 
be no adulteress although joined to another man. SSSo'nolw- 
Wherefore you also, my brethren, were made dead to m™ ti«m no 
the Law, by [union with] the body of Christ; that 

you might be married to another, even to Him who 
was raised from the dead; that we might bring forth 

5 fruit unto God. For when we were in the flesh, the 
sinful passions occasioned by the Law wrought in our 
members, leading us to bring forth fruit unto death. 

6 But now that we have died [with Christ] 4 the Law 
wherein we were formerly held fast, has lost its hold 
upon us: so that we are no longer in the old bondage 
of the letter, but in the new service of the spirit.. 

7 What shall we say then? that the Law is SinP Tini>«« 


1 Literally, the fruit which you 
poetess tends to produce holiness. In 
other words, the reward of serving God 
is growth in holiness. 

* We mustgive ‘ Lor j ’ its fullenean- 
ing here. Sin was our master (verses 
16, 17), Christ is now our master. 

* Or are you ignorant ? the or 
(which is omitted in A. V.) referring 
to what has gone before, and implying, 
if you deny what I have said, you must 
oe ignorant of, &e., or, in other words, 
you must acknowledge what I say, or be 
sgnorant of, Stc. The reference here is to 
the assertion in verses 14 and 15 of the 
preceding chapter, that Christians ‘are 
not tender the law.’ for the argument 
of the preeent passage, see the manrinal 
seminary. St. Paul’s view of the Cnris- 
tym lifo throughout the sixth, seventh, 
dSKl eighth (diopters, is that it consists 


of a death and a resurrection; the new- 
made Christian dies to sin, to the world, 
to the flesh, and to the Law; this death 
he undergoes at his first entrance into 
communion with Christ, and it is both 
tvpifled and realised when he is buried 
beneath the baptismal waters. But no 
sooner is he thus dead with Christ, than 
he rises with Him; he is made partaker 
of Christ’s resurrection s he is united to 
Christ’s body; he lives in Christ, and to 
Christ; he Is no longer ‘in the Mean, 
but ‘ in the spirit.' . , , 

« The best MSS. have the participle 
in the nom. plural. It is opposed to 
‘when wetwere in the flesh, of the 
preceding verse. To make it clear, this 
verse should have a comma after the 
Greek participle. As to the sense in 
which Christians are ‘dead, see the 
preceding note. 
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been That be far from ns! But then I should not have 
occMipn of^ known what sin was, except through the Law; thus 
luprewpe I should not have known the sin of coveting, unless 
^xmacienoe to the Law had said Cijau Sfjnlt nut cabtt. 1 But whenvii. 
tut^the <in. sin had gained by the commandment a vantage ground 
we« donc°in [against me], it wrought in me all manner of covet- 
Sowdolwln” ing; (for where there is no law, sin is dead). Ando 
mutance of I felt 2 that I was alive before, when I knew no law; 
FOTth?cuiMi but when the commandment came, sin rose to life, 
natural man and I died ; and the very commandment whose end lo 
whichhiaipi•’is life, was found to me the cause of death; for sin, 11 
coiXfemMl 1 " 5 when it had gained a vantage ground by the com- 
itrucg'ie it mandment, deceived me to my fall, and slew me by 3 

whicheve ln the sentence of the Law. 

mantSumphi Wherefore the Law indeed is holy, and its com- 12 
better,the nw mandments are Holy, and just, and good. Do I say id 
over the taw of then that Good became to me Death ? 4 Far be that 
mi™" him- from me. But I say that sin wrought this ; that so 
w!ffi5 it might be made manifest as sin, in working Death 
ch l r& 8pSi°t!to me through [the knowledge of] Good; that sin 
the«faveof hli might become beyond measure * sinful, by the com- 
Sl!tufre?“ thly mandment. 

For we know that the Law is spiritual; 6 but for 14 
me, I am carnal, 7 a slave sold into the captivity of 


1 Exod. xx. 17 (LXX.). This illus¬ 
tration appears conclusive against the 
view of Erasmus and others who under¬ 
stood the following statement (‘without 
the LatH, tin it dead.') to mean that the 

taw irritates and provokes sin into 
action, on the principle of ‘ nitimur in 
vetltum.’ For the lust of concupiscence 
is quite as active in an ignorant Hea¬ 
then as in an instructed Pharisee. 

3 For this meaning of ‘ live ’ see 1 
Thess. iii. 8. 

3 Literally, by the commandment ; 
which denounced death against its vio¬ 
lators. See note on 1 Cor. xv. 56. 

4 Literally, it it become ? equivalent 
to do I tay that it became ? If with 
several good MSS. we replace the per¬ 
fect by the aorist, the difficulty is re¬ 
moved, We must supply < become 
death’ again after ‘sin.’ 

4 This explains Rom. v. 20. In both 
passages, St. Paul states the object of 
the law to be to lay down, iw it were, a 
boundary line which should mark tha 
limits of right and wrong; so that sin, 

by transgressing this line, might mani¬ 
fest its real nature, and be distinctly 

recognised for what it is. The law was 


not given to provoke man to sin (as 
some have understood, Rom. v. 20) 
but to stimulate the conscience into 
activity. 

_ 6 It may be asked, how is this con¬ 
sistent with many passages where St. 
Paul speaks of the Law as a carnal or¬ 
dinance, and opposes it as letter to 
spirit ? The answer is, that here he 
speaks of the Law under its moral 
aspect, as is plain from the whole con¬ 
text. 

7 Scarcely anything in this Epistle 
has caused mofe controversy than tiie 
question whether St. Paul, "in the fol¬ 
lowing description of the struggle be¬ 
tween the flesh and the spirit, wherein 
the flesh gains the victory, meant to de¬ 
scribe his own actual state. The best 
answer to this question is a comparison 
between vi. 17 and 20 (where he tells 
the Roman Christians that they are no 
longer the slaves of sin), vii. 14 (where 
he says l am caknai., a slave tend into 
the captivity of tin), and viii. 4 (where 
he includes himself among those who 
live not the life of thejkih, but the life 
of the spirit, i.e. who are not carxjk,). 
It is surely clear that these descriptions 
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15 sin. What I do, I acknowledge not; for I do not 

16 what I would, but what I hate. But if my will is 
against my deeds, I thereby acknowledge the good- 

17 ness of the Law. And now it is no more I myself 
who do the evil, but it is the sin which dwells in me. 

18 For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good 
abides not; for to will is present with me, but to do 

19 the right is absent; the good that I would, I do not; 

20 but the evil which I would ncit, that I do. Now if 
my own 1 will is against my deeds, it is no more I 
myself who do them, but the sin which dwells in me. 

21 1 find then this law, that though my will is to do 

22 good, yet evil i§ present with me; for I consent gladly 

23 to the law of God in my inner man; but 1 behold 
another law in my members, waving against the 
law of my mind, and making me captive to the law 

24 of sin which is in my members. O wretched man 
that I am! who shall deliver me from this body 
of death ? 

25 I thank God [that He has now delivered mo] 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

So then in myself, 2 though I am subject in my 


cannot be meant to belong to the some 
person at the same time. Tlie best com¬ 
mentary on the whole passage (vii. 7 
to viii. 13) is to be found in the con¬ 
densed expression of the same truths 
contained in Gal. v. 16-18 ; Walk in 
the spirit , and yk SHALL not itlfil 
THIS DESIRE OF THE KU SH ; for the de¬ 
sire of the flesh fights against the spirit, 
and the desire of the spirit fights against 
the flesh; and this variance between the 
flesh and the spirit would hinder yon 
from doing that which your will pre¬ 
fers; but if you be led by the spirif, you 
are not under the Law. • 

1 The »1/ in I will is emphatic. 

* Avrbs eyw, I in myself i.e. without 
the help of God. This expression is the 
key to the whole passage. St. Paul, 
from verse 14 to verse 24, has lieen 
speaking of himself as he was in him¬ 
self i.e. in his natural state of helpless¬ 
ness, with a conscience enlightened,but a 
will enslaved; the better self struggling 
vainly against the worse. Every man 
must continue in this state, unless he be 
redeemed from it by the Spirit of God. 
Christians are (so far as God is con¬ 
cerned) redeemed already from this 
state; but in themselves , and so far as 
they live to themselves, they are still in 


bondage. The redemption which thev 
( potentially , if not actually) possess, Ls 
the subject of the 8th chapter. Leighton 
(though his view of the whole passage 
would not have entirely coincided with 
that given above) most beautifully ex¬ 
presses the contrast between these two 
states (of bondage and deliverance) in 
his sermon on Rom. viii. 35 : * Is this 
he that so lately cried out, O wretched 
man that I am ! who shall deliver me? 
that now triumphs, O happy man! icho 
shall separate us from the love of Christ ? 
Yes, it is the same. Pained then with 
the thoughts of that miserable conjunc¬ 
tion with a bodv of death, and ito cry¬ 
ing out, who will deliver? Now he hath 
found a deliverer to do that for him, to 
whom he is for ever united. So vast a 
difference is there betwixt a Christian 
taken in himself and in Christ Against 
the above view of verse 25, it may be 
said that the more natural and obvious 
meaning of avrot ly* i» 4 1 
myself c L myself who write this ; ’ 
ns has lately been urged with much 
force by Dean Alford. He advocates 
the distinction between this verse and 
viii. 4, which is maintained byOishau- 
sen and others, who think the spiritual 
man is described as * serving the flesh 
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mind to the law of God, yet in my flesh I am subject 
to the law of sin. 

But »ith that Now, therefore, there is no condemnation to those viii. 1. 

earthly^ who are in Christ Jesus; 1 for the law of the Spirit of 2 
guuhldm “he life in Christ Jesus 2 has freed me from the law of 
Ibied h to!t'v"- S7n an< ^ death. For God (which was impossible to 3 
not^rardtag the Law, because by the flesh it had no power), by 
pan of h’u‘“ sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
awarding 0 to and on behalf of sin, overcame 3 sin in the flesh ; 4 to 4 
JJai '^ood^ the end, that the decrees of the Law might be fulfilled 
urfthose only in us, who walk not after the Flesh, but after the 
enabled,^uy 9 Spirit. 6 For they who live after the flesh, minds 
IjnVf^of w fleshly things; but they who live after the Spirit 
eon<|uer their mind spiritual things, and 6 the fleshly mind is death; 6 
nature! but the spiritual mind is life and peace. Because the 7 
fleshly mind is enmity against God ; for it is not sub¬ 
ject to the law of God, nor can bo ; and they whose life 8 
is in the Flesh cannot please God. But your life is 9 
not in the Flesh, but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit 
of God be dwelling in you ; and if any man has not 
the Spirit of Christ, he is not Christ’s. But if Christ lo 
be in you, though your body be dead, because of sin 
[to which its nature tends], yet your spirit is life, 7 

by the law of sin,’ but yet as ‘ not very seat of its power. 

•Walking after the flesh.’ According to 5 The contrast between the victory 
this interpretation, St. Paul here de- thus obtained by the spirit, with the 
elates, that he himself is in bondage to previous subjection of the soul to the 
the law of sin , in his flesh ; but means flesh, is thus beautifully described by 
only that ‘the flesh is still, even in Tertullian :—‘ When the'Soul is wedded 
the spiritual man, subject (< essentially, to the Spirit, the Flesh follows—like 
not practically) to the law of sin.* (Al- the handmaid who follows her wedded 
ford.) Wc would not venture dogmati- mistress to the husband’s home—being 
cally to pronounce this view untenable; thenceforward no longer the servant of 
yet its advocates must acknowledge the Soul, but of the Spirit.’ The whole 
that it is extremely difficult to recon- passage forms an excellent commentary 
cile it with the slavery of vi. 17-20. on this part of the Epistle. See a 
1 The clause which follows, from fullef extract in the larger editions. 

‘who walk’ to ‘Spirit,’ is omitted in 6 Winer sneers at Tholuck’s remark 
the best MSS., having (it would seem) (which the latter has since modified), 
been introduced by a clerical error that the conjunction (for, A. V.) is a 
from verse 4. mere transition particle here; but yet 

* Winer wishes to join in ‘ Christ what else is it, when it does not intro-*- 
Jesus ’ with the verb ‘ freed,’ not duce a reason for a preceding proposi- 
with the preceding words; but there tion? In these cases of successive 
are so many examples of a similar con- cl&uses each connected thus with the 
struction in St, Paul’s style, that we preceding, they all appear to refer back 
think his reasons insufficient to justify to the first preceding clause, and there- 
a departure from the nfore obvious fore all but the first com unction might 
view. be represented by and. Just in the same 

8 Literally, condemned, i.e. put it to way as but is used in English ; as, for 
rebuke, worsted it. Compare Heb. xi. example, ‘ But ye are washed, but ye 
7. are sanctified.’ 

4 1 In the flesh,* that is to say, in the 7 The word here used is in St. Paul’s 
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Jtecause of righteousness [which dwells within it]; 
mi. U yea, if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the 
dead he dwelling in you. He who raised Christ from 
the dead shall endow with life also your dying bodies, 

12 by His 1 Spirit which dwells within you. Therefore, 
brethren, we are debtors bound not to the Flesh, that 

13 we should live after the Flesh [but to the Spirit]; for 
if you live after the Flesh, you are doomed to die; 
but if by the Spirit you destroy the deeds of the body, 
in their death 2 you will attain to life. 

14 For all who are led by God’s Spirit, and they alone ,® Such pei«on> 

15 are the sons of God. For you have not received a wVrdcoil-' 
Spirit of bondage, that you should go back again to SinH-i'iVe of 
the state of slavish fear, 4 but you have received a 
Spirit of adoption wherein we cry [unto God] saying !>«u!a retire 

16 ‘ Jfaflficr.’ 6 The Spirit itself bears witness with our perfect nUte 

17 own spirit, that we are the children of God. And if i«fi'.n t to<]od 
children, then heirs: heirs of God, and joint heirsreiu'cVirei- 
with Christ; that if now we share His sufferings, we 

18 should hereafter share His glory. For I reckon that jjjj[{|™}j r a 

the sufferings of this present time are nothing worth, i^ r - 

when set against the glory which shall soon® he 

19 revealed unto us. For the longing of the creation 
looks eagerly for the time when [the glory of] the 

20 sons of God shall be revealed. For the creation was 
made subject to decay, 7 not by its own will, but 
because of Him who subjected it thereto, 8 in hope: 

, 21 for® the creation itself also shall be delivered from its ranted (« 


writings scarcely represented ade¬ 
quately by life ; it generally means 
more than this, viz. life triumphant 
over death. 

1 The MSS. are divided here. One 
reading must be translated because of 
instead of by. This will make, the 
clause exactly parallel vflth the end of 
verse 10. Tholuck gives an able sum¬ 
mary of the arguments in favour of the 
accusative reading. 

• This translation is necessary to re¬ 
present the reference to death as ex¬ 
pressed in the preceding verb (mortify, 
A. VJ. 

* They and they alone, they and not 

' the carnal seed of Abraham. , 

4 Back again. Compare Gal. iv. 9. 

a See note on Gal. iv. 6. 

® Which is about to be revealed, which 
shall toon be revealed. 

7 The won! used here (vanity, A.V.) 
means the transitory nature which 
causes all the animated creation so 


rapidly to pass away. 

® God is probably meant by * Him 
who subjected.’ The difficulties which 
have been felt with regard to this ex¬ 
pression are resolvable (like all the 
difficulties of Theism) into the permis¬ 
sion of evil. This awful mystery St. 
Paul leaves unsolved; but he tells us 
to wait patiently for its solution, and 
encourages us to do so by his inspired 
declarations, in this and other places 
(as 1 Cor. xv. 25, 4c.), that the reign 
of evil will not be eternal, but that 
good will ultimately and completely 
triumph. It should be observed that 
Evil is always represented in Scripture 
as in its nature opposed to God, not as 
included necessarily in His plan ; even 
where God is represented as subject¬ 
ing Ilia creatures to its temporary do¬ 
minion. 

9 VVe agree with Dean Alford that 
it is better here not to render, as 
some do,' in hope that; ’ for, were this 
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Christiana by slavery to death, and shall gain the freedom of the* 
6tod, s £i£‘.uV- sons of God when they are glorified. 1 For we know viii. 

that the whole creation is groaning together, and 
Vnginjrs. suffering the pangs of labour, which 9 have not yet 

brought forth the birth. And not only they, but our- 23 
selves also, who have received the Spirit for the first 
fruits 3 [of our inheritance], even we ourselves are 
groaning inwardly, longing for the adoption 4 which 
shall ransom our body from its bondage. For our 24 
salvation 6 lies in hope; but hope possessed is not 
hope, since a man cannot hope for what he sees in 
his possession; but if we hope for things not seen, 25 
we stedfastly 6 endure the present, and long earnestly 
for the future. And, even, as 7 we long for our 26 
redemption, so th© Spirit gives help to our weakness; 
for we know not what we should pray for as we 
ought; but the Spirit itself makes intercession for 
us, with groans [for deliverance] which words cannot 
utter. But He who searches our hearts knows 27 
[though it be unspoken] what is the desire of the 


correct, the words ‘the creation it¬ 
self’ would not be so emphatically 
repeated. See his commentary on the 
passage. 

\ laterally, the freedom which belongs 
to the glorification of the sons of God. 

2 Literally, continuing to suffer the 
pangs of labour even untilnow. St. Paul 
nere suggests an argument as original 
as it is profound. The very struggles 
which all animated beings make against 
paip and death, show (he says) that 
pain and death are not a part of the 
proper laws of their nature, but rather 
a bondage imposed upon them from 
without. Thus every groan and tear is 
an unconscious prophecy of liberation 
from the power of evil. St. Augustine 
extends the same argument in the Con¬ 
fessions (book xm.) ns follows:— 4 Even 
in that miserable restlessness of the 
spirits, who fell away and discovered 
their own darkness when bared of the 
clothing of Thy light, dost Thou suffi¬ 
ciently reveal how noble Thou madest 
the reasonable creature; to which no¬ 
thing will suffice to yield a happy rest* 
less than Thee.’ See $Jso De Civ. 
Dei, 1. 22, c. 1:—* The nature which en¬ 
joyed God shows that it was formed 
good, even by its very defect, in that 
It is therefore miserable because it en- 
joyeth not God.* (Oxford translation, 
Library of Fathers.') 


3 See note on 1 Cor. i. 22. 

4 Adoption to sonship ; by which a 
slave was emancipated and made * no 
louger a slave but a son.’ (Gal. iv. 7.) 
In one sense St. Paul taught that Chris¬ 
tians had already received this adoption 
(compare Rom. viii. 15, Gal. iv. 5, Eph. 
i. 5) ; they were already made the sons 
of God in Christ. (Rom. viii. 16, Gal. 
iii. 26.) So, in a yet lower sense, the 
Jews under the old dispensation had 
the adoption to sonship ; see ix. 4. 
But in this passage he teaches us that 
this adoption is not perfect during the 
present life; there is still a higher 
sense, in which it is future, and the 
object of earnest longing to those who 
are already in c the lower sense the sons 
of God. 

5 Literally toe were saved, i.e. at our 
conversion ;* for the context does not 
oblige us to take the aorist here as a 

erfect. The exact translation would 

e, * the salvation whereto we were called 
li$s in hope.* 

6 The verb denotes, we long earnestly* 
for the future-, the prepositional phrase' 
' implies with stedfast endurance of the 

present. 

7 After in like tnanner , we must 
supply as we long from the preceding 
clause; and the object of long is our 
redemption (by verse 26). 
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Spirit, 1 becaase He intercedes for the saints accord* 
injr to the will of God. 

.38 Moreover, we know that all things* work together iirn« in ttu , 
for good to those who love God, who have been called ■ 

29 according to jffis purpose. For those whom He fore- uSSS *'* 

knew, He also predestined to be made like 3 to theforSHwiRl 
pattern of His Son, that many brethren might be s', r 111 

30joined to Him , the firstborn. And those whom Ho Owl lia. i .i | lc.1 
predestined, them He also called; and whom Ho called, 
them He also justified ; and whom he justified, them V&SZST™ 

31 He also glorified. What shall we say then to these eartifly suffbr- 
things ? If God be for us, who can be against us ? iMhealS" 

32 He that spared not His own Son, but gave Him up wparotothein 
for us all, how shall He jiot with Him also freely give <rum l,uluvc ‘ 

33 us all things ? What accuser cau haym God’s chosen ? 

34 it is God who justifies them. 4 What judge can doom 
us ? It is Christ who died, nay, rather, who is risen 
from the dead ; yea, who is at the right hand of God, 

35 who also makes intercession for us. Who can sepa¬ 
rate us from the love of Christ ? Can suffering, or 
straitness of distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or the peril of our lives, or the swords of 
our enemies ? [though we may say,] as it is written, 

30 ‘ jfor Cfiu $alte to t ate fetUclr all tfir Hag long; Inc arc ac* 

37 couutch as* £T)ccp for tfjc tffougfjtrr.’ 5 Nay, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through Him that 

38 loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death, nor 
life, nor all the 6 Principalities and Powers of Angels, 


1 This passage is well explained by 
Archbishop Leighton, in the following 
beautiful words: ‘The work of the 
Spirit is in exciting the heart at times 
or prayer, to break forth in ardent de¬ 
sires to God, whatsoever the words be, 
whether new or old, yea possibly with¬ 
out words; and then i^ost powerful 
when it tcords it least, but vents in sighs 
and groans that cannot be expressed. 
Our Lord understands the language of 
these perfectly, and likes it best; He 
knows and approves the meaning of His 
own Spirit; He looks not to the outward 
appearance, the shell of words, as men 
do.' Leighton’s Exposition of Lord's 
Prayer . 

* All things , viz. whether sad or joy- 
nil. We must remember that this was 
written in the midst of persecution, 
and in the expectation of bonds and 
imprisonment. See verses 17, 18, and 
8A and Acta xx. 23. 

8 Like in suffering seems meant. 


Compare Phil. iii. 10: * The fellowship 
of His sufferings, being made conform¬ 
able to His death.' [Does not this limit 
it too much? Compare 2 Cor. iii. 18: 
‘We arc gradually transformed into 
the same likeness.’ And sec also 1 Cor. 
xv. 49. if.J 

4 St. Paul is here writing and think - 
ing of his own case, and that of his 
brethren, liable daily to be *'ragged by 
their accusers before the tribunals. No 
accusers could harm them, because God 
acquitted them ; no judicial condemna¬ 
tion could injure them, because Christ 
was the assessor of that tribunal before 
which they must be tried. The beauty 
and eloquence of the passage (as well 
as its personal reference to the circum¬ 
stances of it* writer and its readers) 
are much marred by placing marks of 
interrogation after justifies and died. 

* Pa. xliv. 22 (LXX.). 

6 The expressions principalities and 
pouters were terms applied in the 



520 


The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. ., [ ch . 

northings present, nor things to come, nor thingsviii .39 1 
above, nor things below, nor any power in the whole 
creation, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

The act that I speak the truth in Christ—(and my conscience ix. t 
‘hrfitan m ^ ears me witness, with the Holy Spirit’s testimony, 
hi. that I lie not) — I have great heaviness, and unceasing 2 

rejectaUhe sorrow in my heart; yea, I could wish that I myself 3 
their exclusive were cast out from Christ as an accursed thing, for the 
Tn uSdance sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the 
former deal- flesh ; who are the seed of Israel, whom God adopted 4 
mit'aiuhe for His children, whose were the glory of the Shekinah, 
ot Abraham, and the Covenants, and the Lawgiving, and the ser- 
reiectaf^wr- vice of the temple, and the promises of blessing, 
were chosen " Whose fathers were the Patriarchs, and of whom (as 5 
by God. ^ jj£ s was torn the Christ who is over all, God , 

blessed for ever. Amen. 

’ Yet I speak not as if the promise of God had fallen 6 
to the ground; for not all are Israel who are of Israel, 
nor because all are the seed of Abraham, are they all 7 
the children of Abraham; but < Jit Jgaac Sh«H H)t : tteeb 
he caltetr .’ 1 That is, not the children of the flesh of 8 
Abraham are the sons of God, but his children of the 
promise are counted for his seed. For thus spake the 9 
word of promise, saying, < at this time totll I tame, anb 
Shall hate a gnu,’ 2 [so that Ishmael, although 
the son of Abraham, had no part in the promise]. •, 
And not only so, but [Esau likewise was shut out; 10 
for] when Rebekah had conceived two sons by the 
same husband, our forefather Isaac, yea, while they 1 1 
were not yet born, and had done nothing either good 
or bad (that God’s purpose according to election might 
abide, coming not from t]>e works of the * called, but 
from the will of The Caller,) it \fras declared unto her 
‘Clje rtiier shall gcibe the younger ;’ 4 according to 12 
that which is written, ‘ gacnh 5 lobeb, but ®Sau 113 
hatch .’ 8 

S'£i" °*"’ What shall we say, then ? Shall we call God unjust 1 4 

Jewish theology to divisions of the seed be called * 

hierarchy of angels, and, as such, were a Gen. xviii. 10, from LXX. not ver- , 
familiar to St. Paul’s Jewish readers, batim, but apparently from memory. 

Compare Eph. i. 21. nndOol. i. 16. 3 Literally, coming not from works , 

1 Gen. xxi. 12 (LXX.). Compare but from the Caller. 

Gal. iv. 22. The context is, 4 Let it not 4 Gen. xxv. 23 (LXX.). The con* 

be arievous in thy sight, because of the text is, * Tioo nations are in thy womb , 
lad [ Ishmael ] and because of thy bond - and the elder shall serve the younger: 
woman [Hagar'], for in Isaac shall thy 5 Mai. i. 2, 3 (LXX.). 



xix.] Epistle to the Romans. jat 

[because He has cast off the seed of Abraham] P Tlmt 

5 be far from us. For to Moses He saith, ‘ { fafll babe ?Su u ! 2 Lj . 
meres on to^nm fi fatlt babe merest, siih I toill babe com* 

16 paiMton tfh bobbin £ to HI babe rompsuMton.’ 1 So then, {yjj****'" 
the choice comes not from man’s will, nor from man’s SX'SEj^f 1 * 

17 speed, but frofti God’s mercy. And thus the Scripture SiVK'ib - 11 
says to Pharaoh, ‘ ©bru for H)iii mb bib £ ratsfe tbre up, USSVffiL. 
that £ miBbt dljato mjj potoer in tfjee, anb that mp name oiawm«. 

18 might be beclareb tfjrougbout alt tbe eartb. ,a Accord- 
ing to His will, therefore, He lifts mercy on one, and 

9 hardens another. Thou wilt say to me, then, * ‘ Why 
does God still blame us? for who can resist His will ? ’ invwttmt*ti» 

20 Nay, rather, oh man, who art thou that disputest 'tSrmhS^nhe' 

against God ? •< &b«n tbe tbtng fbrmcb bap to bint tbat '* 

21 formeb it, SRfflfis? babt tboif mabe me tfjud ? ’ 4 4 £}att) not 


i Exod. xxxiii. 19 (LXX.). 

* Exod. ix. 16, according to LXX., 
with two slight changes. 

3 ‘Thou wilt say’ .... Here comes 
the great question — no longer made 
from the standing-point of the Jew, but 
proceeding from the universal feeling of 
justice. St. Paul answers the question 
by treating the subject, as one above the 
comprehension of the human intellect, 
when considered in itself objectively. 
If it be once acknowledged that there 
is any difference between the character 
and ultimate fate of a good and a bad 
man, the intellect is logically led, step 
by step, to contemplate the will of the 
Creator as the cause of this difference. 
The question 4 why hast thou made me 
thus?’ will equally occur and he 
equally perplexing m any system of 
religion, either natural or revealed. It 
is, in fact, a difficulty springing at once 
from the permitted existence of evil. 
Scripture considers men under two 
points of view; first, as created by God, 
and secondly, as free moral agents them¬ 
selves. These two points of view are, 
to the intellect of man, irreconcilable; 
yet both must be true, since the reason 
convinces us of the one, and the con¬ 
science of the other. St. Paul here is 
considering men under the first of these 
aspects, as the creatures of God, entirely 
dependent on God’s will. It is to be 
observed that he does not say that 
God’s will is arbitrary, but only that 
men are -entirely dependent on God’s 
will. The reasons by which God’s will 
itself is determined are left in the in¬ 
scrutable mystery which conceals God’s 
nature from man. 

The objection and the answer given 


to it, partly here and partly chap. Hi. 6, 
may be stated as follows:— 

Objector .—If men are so entirely de¬ 
pendent. on God’s will, how can lle’with 
justice blame their actions ? 

Answer .—By the very constitution 
of thy nature thou art compelled to 
acknowledge the blame-worthiness of 
certain actions and the justice of their 
punishment (in. 6); therefore it is self¬ 
contradictory to say that a certain in¬ 
tellectual view of man’s dependence on 
God would make these actions in¬ 
nocent; thou art forced to feel them 
guilty whether thou wilt or no, and 
(ix. 20) it is vain to argne against 
the constitution of thy nature, or its 
Author. 

The metaphysical questions relating 
to this subject which have divided the 
Christian world are left unsolved by 
Scripture, which does not attempt to 
reconcile the apparent inconsistency 
between the objective and subjective 
views of man and his actions. Hence 
many have been led to neglect one side 
of the truth for the sake of making a 
consistent theory: thus the Pelagians 
have denied the dependence of man’s 
will on God, and the Fatalists have 
denied the freedom of man's moral 
agency. 

We may further observe that St. 
Paul does not here explicitly refer to 
eternal happiness or to Us opposite. 
His main subject is the national re¬ 
jection of f ha Jews, and the above more 
general topics are only incidentally 
introduced. 

4 Isaiah xlv. 9. Not literally from 
either LXX. or Hebrew: but apf»- 
rently from memory out of LXX. 
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flje patter poiuer a tier tljc clou ,’ 1 to make put of the 

same lump one vessel for honour and one for dis¬ 
honour ? But what if God (though willing to show ix. 22 
forth His wrath, and to make known His power) en¬ 
dured with much long-suffering vessels of wrath, fitted 
for destruction, [and cast them not at once away] ? J 
And what if thus He purposed to make known the 23 
riches of His glory bestowed upon vessels of mercy, 
which Ho had before prepared for glory ? And such 24 
are we, whom Ho has called not only from among the 
Jews, but fi’om among the Gentiles, as He saith also 25 
in Hosea, * £ Sntll tall tljem mu people tuljtcfj to ere not 
Apoihe jew- mn people, an® Ijer bclobc® toljlcfj toaO not belobr ®; 3 an® 2G 
SSHnlT come to pasO that tit tlje place toijere it tea* sal® 

<to.iifc?ana unta them, S?c are not mji prople, there itfiall then he 
of the’-liaolMi- calle® the Song of tljc lib mg ®o ®.’ 3 But Esaias cries 27 
diem jew». concern i n g Israel, saying, * (Though the number of the 
sottO of Israel he as? the £»«® of the Jiea, [ouln] tljc 
remnant 4 Ohall he s'abe®; for lt)e Both complete 5 ? lit28 
rcchoutna, an® cuttcth It ifijort In naTjteoudtwjjrf; yra, 
a Oljort reckoning toill the Hot® make upon the earth -’ 5 
And as Esaias had said before, < egptept the JLor® of 29 
^ahaotlj hah left tut a srrtt remaining, toe Ija® been aS 
bottom, an® ha® been ma®r ll&e unto tSomarrha .’ 6 
uu. rejection What shall we say, then ? We say that the Gen- 30 


There is also a very similar passage 
in Isaiah xxix. 16, where, however, the 
context has less bearing on St. Paul’s 
subject than in the place above cited. 

1 Jeremiah xviii. 6, not quoted lite¬ 
rally, but according to the sense. In 
this and in other similar references to 
tlie Old Testament, a few words were 
sufficient to recall the whole passage to 
St. Paul’s Jewish readers (compare 
Rom. iv. 18) ; therefore, to comprehend 
his argument, it is often necessary to 
refer to the context of the passage from 
which he quotes. The passage in Jere¬ 
miah referred to is as follows:— Then 
/ went down to the potter's house , and 
behold he wrought a work on the wheels. 
And the vessel that he made of clay was 
marred in the hands of the potter; so 
he made it again another vessel, as 
seemed good to the potter to make it. O 
house of Israel , cannot I do with you as 
this potter, saith the ford.- Behold, as 
the clay is in the potter's hand, so are ye 
in my hand, O house of Israel. At 
what instant I shall speak concerning 
a nation and concerning a kingdom, to 
pluck up and to pull down and to de¬ 


stroy it; if that nation against whom I 
have pronounced turn from their evil, I 
will repent of the evil that I thought to 
do unto them. And at what instant I 
shall speak concerning a nation and con¬ 
cerning a kingdom , to build and to plant 
it; if it do evil in my sight, that it obey 
not my voice, then I will repent of the 
good wherewith I said I would benefit 
them. Similar passages might be 
quoted from the Apocryphal books; 
aiid.it might be said that the above- 
cited passage of Isaiah was referred to 
here. Yet this from Jeremiah is so 
apposite to St. Paul’s argument, that 
he probably refers especially to it. 

2 Hosea ii. 23 (LXX. almost verba¬ 
tim). 

3 Hosea i. 10 (LXX.). 

4 Compare remnant, xi. 5, left a rem- 
yiaht , xi. 4, and left a seed remaining, 
ix. 29 ; all referring to the same sub¬ 
ject, viz. the exclusion of the majority 
of the Israelites from God’s favour. 

5 Isaiah x. 22, 23 (LXX. almost ver¬ 
batim). 

o Isaiah i. 9 (LXX.). 
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tiles, though they sought not after righteousness, have 
attained to righteousness, even the righteousness of 
31 Faith; hut that the house of Israel, though they sought rWjtcouIjwM, 
a law of righteousness, have not attained thereto, 

82 And why? Because 1 * they sought it not by Faith, hut and re- 
33 thought to gain it by the works of the Law ; for they rSvUmnJu 
stumbled against the stone of stumbling, as it is writ- thcminehait 
ten, ‘ JBchottl 5 lay in Zion a Stone of Stumbling, antf a 
rath af affmre; anb tin man that hath faith tit ®int Jew eutmidcrs 

be ranfaunbeb.' * ' StaSdisis" 1 

x. 1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God certain enact- 

2for Israel is, that they may be saved; for 1 bear themfiiochu.uun 
witness that they have a zeal for God, yet not gviidedn’ihu-.m'm-.. 

3by knowledge of God; 3 for because they knew not r?ou'ulT<<"~ 
the righteousness of God, and sought to establish their ti“ h<« ri 0 
own righteousness, therefore they Submitted not to ui,»'i‘»iih."" 

4 the righteousness of God. For the end of the Law is<>ro.liuid 
Christ, that all may attain righteousness who havemiVin“to 

5 faith in Him. For Moses writes concerning the 110,1 ’ f “ v " ur 
righteousness of the Law, saying, ‘ CTtje man that hath 

r, Oat;? tljfSe things shall Hbc therein 4 5 but the righteous¬ 
ness of Faith speaks in this wise. Say not in thine 
heart, ‘ EZaija SljaH atiernb into hcabeu?’® that is, ‘Who 

7 can bring clown Christ from heaven ? ’ nor say, ‘ Siltm 
Shall begtenb into th? abutte?’ that is, ‘ Who can raise 

8 up Christ from the dead ? ’ But how speaks it? ‘Che 
ffiSHarb isi High thee, ebeit in tiju muutb anb tit thy heart;’ 


1 Observe that in the preceding 
part of the c hapter God is spoken of ns 
rejecting the Jews according to Ilis 
own will; whereas here a moral rea¬ 
son is given for their rejection. This 
illustrates what was said in a previous 
note of the difference between the ob¬ 
jective and subjective points of view. 

8 Isaiah xxviii. 16, anparentlv*frorn 
LXX., but not verbanm, ‘ stone of 
stumbling and rock of offence’ being 
interpolated and not found exactly any¬ 
where in Isaiah, though in viii. 14 
there are words nearly similar. Com¬ 
pare also Matt. xxi. 44. 

3 The word for knowledge here is 
very forcible; and is the same which 
ia used in I Cor. xiii. 12, Rom. i. 28, 
and Col. i. 10. 

4 Levit. xviii. 5 (LXX.) ; quoted also 
Gal. iii. 12. 

5 Deut. xxx. 12. St. Paul here, 
though he quotes from the LXX. (verse 
8 is verbatim), yet slightly alters it, so 
as to adapt it better to illustrate his 


meaning. Ilis main statement is, * the 
Glad-tidings of salvation is offered, 
and needs only to be accepted ; ’ to this 
he transfers the description which 
Moses has given of the Law, viz. ‘the 
Word is nigh thee,’ &c.; and the rest 
of the passage of Deuteronomy he ap¬ 
plies in a higher sense than that in 
which Moses had written it (according 
to the true Christian mode of using the 
Old Testament), not to the Mosaic Law, 
but to the Gospel of Christ. The pas¬ 
sage in Deuteronomy is as follows :— 
‘ 'This commandment which I command 
thee this dag is not hidden from thee, 
neither is it far off. It is not in heaven 
that thou shmddst say, Who shall go up 
for us to heaven and bring it unto us, 
that we mag hear it and do it? Neither 
is it hegond the sea that thou shouldest 
sag, who shall go over the sea for us 
and bring it unto us. that we may hear 
it and do it ? But the word is very nigh 
unto thee, in thy mouth and in thy hearty 
that thou mayest do it* 
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■that is, the Word Faith -which we proclaim, saving, 

‘If with thy month thou shalt confess Jesus for thy x. 9 
Lord, and, shalt have faith in thy heart that God raised 
Him from the dead, thou shalt he saved."’ For faith io 
unto righteousness is in the heart, and confession unto 
salvation is from the mouth. And so says the Scripture, II - 
‘ that hath faith fit Hint Shaft he ranfouubrb;’ 1 

for there is no distinction between Jew and Gentile, 19 
because the same [Jesus] is Lord over all, and He 
gives richly to all who*call upon Him; for • ffijg©3£tg 13 
toljo <h«ll tan upon the name of the Hartr Shall he 
sabeh.’ * 

in order. How then shall they call on Him in whom they have 14 

litfmwiKro'put no faith P And how shall they put faith in Him 
fStfS&Sr whom they never heard ? And how shall they hear 15 
tlc'mdve'raouy of Him if no man bear the tidings P And who shall 
and it hat nl- bear the tidings if no messengers be sent forth P ® As 
motshVoto it is written, < $jato beautiful are the feet of them that 
Jew? o? ‘he h rar ®lab*tHitngd nf peace, that hear ®Iatt« tittiugB Of gaatr 
ignorance, tfjwgd.’ 4 Yet some have not hearkened to the Glad -16 
tiEy iSfiS tidings, as saith Esaias, • Haiti, tolja hath gfbeu faith to 
inKs e ‘Jf' v e“S- aur teaehtug? ’ 5 So, then, faith comes by teaching; 6 17 
theiVow" in and our teaching comes by the Word of God. But is 
scriptures, j sa ^ ] iav0 they not heard [the voice of the teachers] P 
Yea, ‘ ©heir Sauna hai gone faith into all the earth, ana 
their to a 1 a* unta the entfd nf the toaria / 7 Again I say, 19 
did not Israel know [the purpose of God] ? yea, it is 
said first by Moses, «£ mill make you Jealawt agaimtt 
them tohith are no people, against a (Scuttle nation toith- * 
out unaersftanaing totll £ make jiau torath.’ 8 But Esaias 20 
speaks boldly, saying, < £ majj fauna of them that bought 
me not; £ toast niaae manifest unto them that asfkea not 
after me.’ 9 But unto Israel he says, ‘ ail any long 21 


1 Isa. xxviii. 16 (LXX.). Seeix. 33. 

* Joel ii. 32 (LXX.). 

3 This is a justification of the mission 
of the Apostles to the Gentiles, which 
was an offence to the Jews. See Acts 
xxii. 22. 

* Isaiah lii. 7, apparently from the 
Hebrew, and not LXX. 

3 Isaiah liii. 1 (LXX.). 

6 There is no English word which 
precisely represents aVoii in its sub¬ 
jective as well as objective meaning. 
See note on 1 Thess. ii. 18f 

7 Ps. xix. 4 (LXX.). In the psalm 

this is said of * the heavens,’ which 
by their wonderful phenomena declare 

the glory of their Creator. There 


seems to be no comparison in the 
psalfii (ns some have thought) between 
the heavens and the word of God. St. 
Paul here quotes the Old Testament 
(as he so often does), not in its primary 
meaning, but applying it in a higher 
sense, or perhaps only as a poetical 
illustration. As to the assertion of the 
universal preaching of the Gospel, Dean 
Alford well observes that it is not 
made in a geographical but in a 
religious sense. The Gospel was now 
reached to all nations, and not to the 
ews alone. 

8 Deut. xxxii. 21 (LXX.). 

8 Isa. Ixv. 1 (LXX. with transpo¬ 
sition). 
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rfprrab la rt|» my arm* • unto a buJobebirnt anb 
gafgjlabmg penile.' 3 

1* I say, then, 4 -must we 3 think that God has east off ti,« j*»>, 
His people ? 4 That be far from us; for I am myself IXfStre-*" 
also an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe w£obtu«!T 

2 of Benjamin. God has not cast off His people whom 

He foreknew. Yea, know ye not what is said in the * 

Scriptures of Elias, liow he intercedes with God against “.'im.ly'tfc' 

3 Israel, saying/ ‘ ftartJ, tl)«B baby fctllcb STIjy prnpbctrf, sortiun ru-** 
aub biggeb boMw GCljtue altsrtf, aub I only babe been left, 

4 anb tfjey deeb nty life alia .' 8 But what says the answer 

of God to him ? ‘ I* babe jict left tu myrfelf a remnant,’ 

rbin tfebrit tijou^aub men, to bo babe not botorb tbe bn re 

5 to 3 Baal.’ So likewise at this present time there is a 
remnant [of the house of Israel] chosen by gift of 

6 grace. But if their choice bo the gift of grace, it can 
no moire be deemed the wage of works : for the gift 
that pyarned is no gift: or if it be gained by works, 
it is ho longer the gift of grace; for work claims 8 

7 wages and not gifts. What follows then P That, which 
Israel seeks, Israel has not won; but tho chosen have 
won it, and the rest were blinded, as it is written, 

8 ‘ <8ob batlj gtben fbrni a Spirit of silumbf r, rjird tbat thru 
dbbulb not dee, aub eard tbat H>ry dljauRr not bear, unto 

0 tljtd bay.’ 9 And David says, ‘ ILct tbeir table be mabe 
a Snare anb a trap, anb a dtumbllng-blmb aub a rcconi- 

I operate unto them. Jlct tbeir eyrd be barheueb tbat they 
► may not gee, anb boto botou tbeir bach altoan.’ 10 

II Shall we sav, 11 then, ‘ they have stumbled to the end n,., i. the 
that they might fall? That be far from us ; butthcunbe l jcv-| 
rather their stumbling has brought salvation to the 

12 Gentiles, 4 to 12 probohe Israel to fralaudy .’ Now if»„,i their 


' The metaphor is of a mother open¬ 
ing her arms to call bask her child 
to her embrace. In this attitude the 
hands are spread open, and hence the 
‘ hands.’ 

1 Isa. lxv. 2 (LXX.). 

* The particle here asks a question 
expecting a negative answer ■» i» it true 
that f mutt me think that ? Also see 
note on Gal. iii. 21. 

4 Alluding to Psalm xciv. 14: ‘ Je¬ 
hovah thaU not utterly cast out hit 
people,' (LXX.) No doubt St. Paul's 
antagonists accused him of contradict¬ 
ing this prophecy. 

* 1 Kings xix. 10 (LXX. but not 
verbatim). 

* 1 King* xix. 18, more nearly ac¬ 


cording to the Hebrew than LXX. 

7 The verb corresponds to the noun 
in the next verse and in ix. 27. See 
note there. 

8 By work is here meant work which 
earns wages. Compare iv. 4, l >. The 
latter clause of this verse, however, is 
omitted by the best MSS. 

9 This quotation seems to he com¬ 
pounded of Dcut. xxix. 4, and Isaiah 
xxix. 10 (LXX.), though it does not 
correspond verbatim with cither. 

'» Ps. lxix.* 23, 24 (LXX. nearly 
verbatim). 

" Literally, Isay then, shall we con¬ 
clude that. See. See note on verse 1. 

n Deut. xxxii. 21 'LXX.), quoted 
above, ch. x. 19. 
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descendant* their stumbling enriches the world, apd if the lessen- 
SadmiM f [o™ ing of their gain gives wealth to the Gentiles, how 
0 chSrch?. A* much more must their fulness do! 

unbelievers For to you who are Gentiles I say that, as Apostle xi. 1 
belle? bec“ r of the Gentiles, I glorify my ministration for this end, , 
Sech'rSiSn if perchance I might ‘ probofee ta fealouSy’ my kins- 14' 
licthe sfune° h men, and save some among them. For if the casting 15 
uS" jwStf of them out is the reconciliation of the world [to God], 
morew,”w h what must the gathering of them in be, but life from 
fiS£i£? b * the dead ? 

emftJdanew Now, if the first, of the dough be hallowed, 1 the 16 
frmn t wh t iJh ock whole mass is thereby hallowed; and if the root be 
broien a 1fs een hallowed, so are also the branches. But if some of 17 
the branches were broken off, and thou being of the 
vild olive stock wast grafted in amongst them, and 
made to share the root and richness of the olive, yet 1 8 
boast not over the branches : but—if thou art boastful «! 
—thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. „ Thou 10 
wilt say then, ‘ The branches were broken off that I 
might be grafted in.’ It is true,—for lack of faith 20 
they were broken off, and by faith thou standest in 
their place : be not high-minded, but fear; for if God 21 
spared not the natural branches, take heed lest He 
also spare not thee. Behold, therefore, the goodness 22 
and the severity of God; towards them who fell, se¬ 
verity, but towards thee, goodness, if thou continue 
stedfast to His goodness ; for otherwise thou too shalt 
be cut off. And they also, if they persist not in their Jji 
faithlessness, shall be grafted in: for God is able to 
graft them in where they were before. For if thou 24 
wast cut out from that which by nature was the wild 
olive, and wast grafted against nature into the fruitful 
olive, how much more shall these, the natural branches, 
be grafted into the fruitful stock from whence they 
sprang ? 

Thu* God-* For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, of 25 

been not to this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own 
butto'ihow conceits; that blindness has fallen upon a part a of 
Sf manftad. Israel until the full body of the Gentiles shall have 
KfeTto come in. And so all Israel shall be saved, as it is 26 
thej e ew!*h f written, ‘©at of SStou Sljan tame the heltberer, anti ®r -, 7 
call the Gen- Shalt turn alnay tmflntiTiurSS from gacoti. Soft this IS 
church,aid mi> cubehiuit toith them,’ 5 4 2X8!)™ 5 Shatt* fcfle atnas 
* St- Paul alludes to the Heave-of- 1 For the phrase used here compare 
fermg prescribed Numbers xv. 20: 2 Cor. i. 14, 2 Cor. li. 6, Rom. xv. 15. 

* Ye shall offer up a cake of the fret s Isaiah lix. 20 (LXX. almost ve" 
of your dough for an heave-offering.’ batimV. 
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tfjetr <uuf.’ 1 In respect of the Glad-tidings, [that it 
might bo bordfe to tne Gentiles], they are Goa’s ene- 
mies for yonr sakes; but in respect of God’s choice, 

, 29 they are His beloved for their fathers’ sakes: for no fj* 

30 change of purpose can annul God’s gifts and call. And 
as in times past you were yourselves 2 3 disobedient to 
God, but have now received -mercy upon their disobe- 

31 dience; so in this present time they have been diso¬ 
bedient, that upon your obtaining mercy they likewise 

32 might obtain mercy. For God has shut up 3 all to¬ 
gether under disobedience, that He might have mercy 

33 upon all. O depth of the bounty, and the wisdom 
and the knowledge of God; how unfathomable are His 

34judgments, and how unsearchable His paths! Yea, 

* ®8tt)0 bath hiiufoii tfje nun# of ttjc it mb, or tofja Ijntl) 

35hem ©bi counsellor?’ 4 * * Or ‘BJffljo Ijnth first giimt unto 

36 <Sob, tfjat Sfioulb bcSrrfic a rrrompcuSc ? ’ s For from 
Him is the beginning, and by Him the life, and in Him 
the end of all things. 

Unto Him be glory for ever. Amen. 


.ii. 1 1 exhort you, therefore, brethren, as you would ac- Eximrutiom 
knowledge the mercies of God, to offer your bodies a tented and 
living sacrifice, holy and well pleasing unto God, which fXnhZu*!’,} 

2 is your reasonable b worship. And be not conformed Ki-ngiug tn 
to the fashion of this 7 world, but be transformed by IKund""^ 
the renewing of your mind, that by an unerring test 8 t" 
you may discern the will of God, even that which is aV\.!xm%- 7> 
* 3 good, and acceptable, and perfect. For through the tile <!KiMnl- 0 
grace bestowed upon me [as Christ’s Apostle], I warn «rdu“n«i'iy 
every man among you not to think of himself more wm'i-aiiy * to 
highly than he ought to think, but to seek a sober 
mind, according to the measure of faith 9 which GodliSti'Sw'iu? 


1 Isaiah xxvii. 9 (LXX. nearly, ver¬ 
batim). • 

2 Throughout this passage in the A. 
V., the word for disobedience is trans¬ 
lated as if it were equivalent to un¬ 
belief, which it is not. Compare i. 30: 
‘ disobedient to parents .’ 

3 ‘ Shut up/ Compare Gal. iii. 22. 

4 Isaiah xl. 13 (LXX. nearly verba¬ 

tim). Quoted also (omitting the middle 

and adding the end of the verse) 1 Cor. 

ii. 16. 


4 Job xli. 11 (according to the sense 
of the Hebrew, but not LXX.). 

Reasonable worship , as contrasted 
with the unreasonable worship of those 
whose faith rested only on 'outward 


forms. See note on i. 9. 

7 See note on 1 Cor. i. 20. 

8 See note on ii. IS. 

w * Measure of faith ’ here seems (from 
the context of the following verses) 
equivalent to ‘ chargin’ as Chrysostom 
takes it. The particular talent given 
bj' God may be called a measure of 
faith , as being that by the use of which 
each man’s faith will*be tried. (Com¬ 
pare, as to the verbal expressions, 2 Cor. 
x. 13.) This explanation is, perhaps, 
not very sa* is factory; but to under¬ 
stand measure as meaning amount is 
still less so, for a double gift of pro¬ 
phecy did not imply a double faith* 
The expression is so perplexing that 
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neighbour, has given him. For as we nave many limbs, which xii.. 
.futiS’Ihoum are all members of the same body, though they have 
() not all the same office ; so we ourselves■ are all 1 ones 

tiffin of 1 **' body in Christ, and fellow-members one of another; 
SS-dy'com- but we have gifts differing according to the grace 6 t 
l ™' which God has given ns.® He that has the gift of 

prophecy, let him exercise it 3 according to the pro¬ 
portion of his faith. He that has the gift of mini- 7 
stration, let him minister; let the teacher labour in 
teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation. He who gives, 8 
let him give in singleness of mind. He who roles, let 
him rule diligently. He who shows pity, let him show 
it gladly. Let your love be without feigning. Abhor 9 
that which is evil; cleave to.,that which is good. Be 10 
kindly affectioned one to another in brotherly love; 
in honour let each set his neighbour above himself. 
Let your diligence be free from sloth, let your spirit 1i 
grow with zeal; be true bondsmen of your Lord. In 12 
your hope be joyful; in your sufferings be stedfast; in 
your prayers be unwearied. Be liberal to the needs 13 
of the saints. And show hospitality to the stranger. 14 
Bless your persecutors ; yea, bless, and curse not. 15 
Rejoice with them that rejoice, and weep with them is 
that weep. Be of one mind amongst yourselves. Set 
not your heart on high things, but suffer yourselves 
to be borne along 4 with the lowly. Be not wise in 
your own conceits. Repay no man evil for evil. ‘38c 17 
probibeut of snob report tu tljc niafjt of all mm.’ 5 If it is. 
be possible, as far as lies in yourselves, keep peace 
with all men. Revenge not yourselves, beloved, but 19 
give place to the wrath [of God]; 6 for it is written, 
‘©engcaiice ii mine; I JntlX repap, oatrt) the llortr.” 
Therefore, ‘5f tijtne clients hunger, feebbtm; tf be Ifyitit, 20 
gibe hint brink; for in its being, thou Shalt heap roaljr of 


one is almost tempted to conjecture that 
the words crept into the text here by 
mistake, having been originally a mar¬ 
ginal explanation of ‘ the proportion of 
faith’ just below. 

1 Literally * the many.’ 

* The construction and the parallel 
both seem to require a comma at the 
end of verse 5, and a full stop in the 
middle of verse 6. 

* We think it better to take these 
elliptical clauses as all imperative (with 
the A. V.) rather than to consider them 
(with De Wette and others) as ‘ descrip¬ 
tive of the sphereof the gilt’s operation’ 


up to a certain point, and then passing 
into the imperative. The participles 
in verses 9, 16, and 17 seem to refute 
De Wette’s arguments. 

4 This is the literal translation. 

5 This is a quotation nearly verbatim 
from Prov. iii. 4 (LXX.). See note on 
2 Cor. viii. 21. 

6 Such is the interpretation of Chry¬ 

sostom, and is supported by the ablest 
modem interpreters. For'‘wrath’ in 
this sense, compare Rom. v. 9,1 These, 
ii. 16. . 

7 Deut. xxxii. 35 (LXX. but not ver¬ 
batim) | see note on Heb. x. 80. 
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21 8« ttpnn !)U fcraB.’ 1 Be not overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with. good. 

i. i Let every man submit himself to tho authorities 
of government; for all authority comes from God, 
and the authorities which now are, have been set 

2 in their place by God: therefore, he who sets him¬ 
self against the authority, resists the ordinance of 
God ; and they who resist will bring judgment upon 

3 themselves. For tho magistrate is not terrible to 
good works,® but to evil. Wilt thou be fearless of 
his authority ? do what is good, and thou shalt have 

* its praise. For the magistrate is God’s minister to 
thee for good. But if thou art an evil doer, be 
afraid; for no*t by chance does he bear the sword 
[of justice], being a minister of God, appointed to 

5 do vengeance upon the guilty. Wherefore you must 
needs submit, not only for fear, but also for con- 

6 science sake; for this also is the cause why you pay 
tribute, because the authorities of government are 
officers of God’s will, and this is the very end of their 

7 daily work. Pay, therefore, to all their dues ; tribute 
to whom tribute is due ; customs to whom customs ; 

8 fear to whom fear ; honour to whom honour. Owe 
no debt to any man, save the debt of love alone ; for 

9 he who loves his neighbour has fulfilled the law. For 
the law which says, ‘ Cfiou dfialt not commit aBultcru ; 

Cf»«m gfialt Bo no murBer ; Cijou Ofialt not itcal; Cfioit 
sffextt not bear faWe toitneAi; Cfjnu Shalt not rofact” 

(and whatsoever other commandment there be), is 
all contained in this one saying, ‘ Chou tlhalt lobe thy 

1° neighbour a* fijpsirlf.’ 4 Love works no m to his 
neighbour; therefore Love is the fulfilment of the 
Law. 

11 This do, knowing the. season wherein we stand, 
and that for us it is high time to awake out of sleep, 
for our salvation is already nearer than when we first 
12believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand; 

let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and 
13 let us put on the armour of light. Let us walk (as 
in the light of day) in seemly guise ; not in rioting 

1 Proy. xxv. 21 (LXX.). There can * We must remember that this was 
be Uttle doubt that the metaphor ia written before the Imperial government 
taken, from the melting of metals. It is had begun to persecute Christianity. It 
obvious that ‘thou shalt heap coal* of is a testimony in ftyour of the general 
lire on bis head* could never have administration of the Roman criminal 
meant‘thou shalt destroy him;’be- law. 
cause to Seed an enemy could in no * Exod. x». 
sense destroy him. « Lent. ad*. 


18-17 (LXX.). 
18 (LXX.). 
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and drunkenness, not in dalliance and wantonness, 
nt>t in strife and envying. But clothe yourselves xiii. 
with the Lord Jesus Christ, and take no thought to 
please your fleshly lusts. 

Thow^chrii-i Him who is weak in his faith receive into your xiv. 
j'SJftiom feM° wa hip> imposing no determinations of doubtful 
i!lJween meat. questions . 1 Some have faith that they may eat all 2 
be " things : others, who are weak , 2 eat herbs alone. Let 3 
traitod with^ not him who eats despise him who abstains, nor let 
i&Kii'Smi h' m who abstains judge him who eats, for God has 
afi should received him among 3 His people. Who art thou, that 4 
"imriiy'and j U( lgest another’s servant ? To his own master he 
forbear from must stand or fall; but he shall be lpade to stand, 
one another for God is able to set him upt There are some who 5 
Ice'ESirS esteem one day above another; and again there are 
hmireceived some who esteem all days alike ; 4 let each be fully 
favour as persuaded m his own mind, lie who regards the 6 

Lord. common day, regards it unto the Lord; and he who regards it 
not, disregards it unto the Lord . 8 He who eats, eats 
unto the Lord, for he gives God thanks ; and he who 
abstains, abstains unto the Lord, and gives thanks to 
God likewise. For not unto himself does any one of 7 
us either live or die ; but whether we live, we live 8 
unto the Lord, or whether we die, we die unto the 
Lord ; therefore, living or dying, we are the Lord’s. 

For to this end Christ died, and 6 lived again, that He 9 
might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

But thou, why judgest thou thy brother ? Or thou, 10 . 
why despisest thou thy brother ? for we shall all stand 11 
before the judgment-seat of Christ. And so it is 
written, ‘ &jf I Itbc, datrt) tfjv ?Lartf, rftrrjj fetter sffjall 
into tome, mrtr ebrrij tmtflue shallatfenotoleitge «oh.” 

1 Literally, not acting so as to make might not defile themselves (Dan. i. 8- 
(listinctions [or determinations ] which 12). .The tone and precepts of this 
belong to disputatious reasonings. The 14th chapter of the Epistle correspond 
same word is used in Phil. ii. 14. with 1 Cor. viii. 

* These were probably Christians of 3 Literally, received him unto Him- 
Jewish birth, who so feared lest they self. 

should (without knowing it) eat meat 4 Compare Col. ii. 16. Dean Alford 
which had been offered to idols or was has an excellent note on this verse 
otherwise ceremonially unclean (which [Here, as at Gal. iv. 10, we may refer 
might easily happen in such a place as to the additional note on Col. ii. 1G. U.} 
Rome), that they abstained from meat 5 This negative clause is omitted by 
altogether. Tlius Josephus {Life, § 3, the majority of MSS., but is sanctioned 
quoted by Tholuck) mentions some by Chrysostom and other Fathers, and 
Jewish priests who, from such consci- retained in the text by Tischendorf; 
entious scruples, abstained while pri- Griesbach and Lachmann omit it. 

Sonera in Rome from all animal food. 6 1 Rose again,’ is omitted by the best 
So Daniel and his fellow-captives in MSS. 

Babylon refused the king’s meat and 3 Isaiah xlv, 23 (LXX. not accn 
wine, and ate pulse alone, that they rately, but apparently from memory). 
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12 So, then, every one of us shall give account to God 

13 [not of his brethren, but] of himself. Let ns then 
judge each other no more, but let this rather be your 
judgment, to put no stumbling-block or cause of 

14 falling in your brother’s way. I know aiul am per¬ 
suaded in the Lord Jesus, that nothing is in itself 
unclean; but whatever a man thinks unclean, is 

15 unclean to him. And if for meat thou grievest. thy 
brother, thou hast ceased to walk by the rule of 
love. Destroy not him with* thy meat for whom 
Christ died. 

16 I say then, let not your good be evil spoken of. 1 

17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit j 

18 and he who lives in these things as Christ’s bonds¬ 
man is well-pleasing to God, ancf cannot be con- 

19 demned 2 by men. Let us therefore follow the things 
which make for peace, such as may build us up to¬ 
gether into one. Destroy not thou the work of God 

20 for a meal of meat. All things indeed [in them¬ 
selves] are pure; but to him that eats with stum- 

21 bling all is evil. It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to 
drink 3 wine, nor to do any 4 other thing, whereby 

22 thy brother is made to stumble. 5 * Hast thou faith 
[that nothing is unclean]? keep it for thine own 
comfort before God. Happy is he who condemns 

23 not himself by his own judgment.® But he who doubts, 
is thereby condemned if he eats, because ho has not 

* faith 7 * that he may eat; and every faithless deed s is 
xv. lsin. And we, who are strong, 9 ought to bear the 
infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 

2 Let each of us please his neighbour for good ends, 


1 Compare 1 Cor. x. 29. 

8 Literally, it capable of standing 
any test to which he maysbe put. * 

* This does not necessarily imply 
that any of the weaker brethren actu¬ 
ally did scruple to drink wine ; it may 
be put only hypothetically. But it is 
possible that they may have feared to 
taste wine, part of which hail been 
poured in libation to idols. Daniel (in 
the passage above referred to) refused 
wine. 

4 It is strange that no critic has 

hitherto proposed the simple emenda¬ 

tion of reading instead of ,Y, which 

avoids the extreme awkwardness of the 

ellipsis necessitated by the Received 

Text. Compare John i. 3. The con¬ 


struction of the last clause is similar to 
that in ix. 32. 

r ' We adopt the rending sanctioned 
by Tischcndorf, which omits one or two 
words. 

' See note on ii. 18. 

7 Literally, he eats not from faith. 

K Literally, every deed which springs 
not from faith [that it is a right deed ] 
is sin. 

9 Literally, ‘ We the strong.’ St. 
Paul here addresses the same party 
whom he so often exhorts to patience 
and forbearance; those who called 
themselves * the spiritual ’ (Gal. vi. 1 s 
1 Cor. iii. 1), and boasted of tlieir 
• knowledge’ (l Cor. viil. 1). Seep. 
350, 
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to build him up. For so 1 * Christ pleased not Him- xv. 
self, but in Him was fulfilled that which is written, 

‘ €i>e rcproaclje^ of them that reproache# thee fell 
upon me.’ a For our instruction is the end of all 4 
which was written of old; that by stedfast endur¬ 
ance, and by the counsel of the Scriptures, we may 
hold fast our hope. Now may God, from whom both 5 
counsel and endurance come, grant you to be of one 
mind together, according to the will of Christ, that 6 
you may all [both strong and weak], with one heart 
and voice, glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Wherefore, receive one another into 7 
fellowship, to the glory of God, even as Christ also 
received you. 3 

For 4 I say that Jesus Christ came to be a minister 8 
of the circumcision, to maintain the truthfulness of 
God, and confirm the promises made to our fathers ; 
and that the Gentiles should praise God for His 9 
mercy, as it is written, ‘ jfar fyig ramie S totll ac!tnuU}> 
le#ge fljrr among the ©entiled, an# loin ding unto tf)jj 
name.’ 5 And again it is said, ‘ joice, jjc ©entiled, to 
loitl) ®id people:’ 6 and again, « praide ffje ftor#, all n 
J)e ©entiled, an# lautt $?tm, all jtr peopled;’ 7 and 
again Esaias saith, ‘ ©here dfiall come the root of 12 
Sedde, an# he that dfiall ride to reign ober the ©en* 
tiled; in him dh*all tfje ©entiled hope.’ 8 Now may 13 
the God of hope 9 fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, that you may abound in hope, through the 
mighty working of the Holy Spirit, 
st. r>ui givea But I am persuaded, my brethren, not only by the 14 
tions boidiy to reports ol others, 10 but by my own luderment. tliat 
Chruian,, a> you are already full of goodness, filled with all know- 
A,«,leaf the ledge, and able, of yourselves, to admonish one an- 
io^Sit them °^ er - ^et ^ have written to you somewhat boldly 15 
on hi, way to in parts 11 [of this letter], to 1 remind you [rather than 

1 The ‘ even ’ of A. V. is not in the ceding quotation is lost in A. V. through 
original. * For Christ also ’ is the lite- the translation of the verb and noun for 
ral English. ‘ hope ’ by ‘ hope ’ and ‘ trust ’ respec- 

* Ps. lxix. 9 (LX X.). tively. 

3 ‘ You ’ (not ‘ us ’) is the reading of 10 Observe the force of the ‘ I mvself 
the beat M8S. also.’ . 

* The reading of the MSS. is ‘ for,’ 11 For the meaning here, see 2 Cor. i. 

not ‘ but.’ 14, 2 Cor. ii. 6. It might here be trang- 

6 Ps. xviii. 49 (LXX.). lated in some measure (as Neander pro- 

* Deut. xxxii. 48 (LXX.). >■ See note poses, compare ver. 24), but that 

on ix. 25. tnis is already expressed in ’somewhat 

l Ps. cxvii. 1 (LXX.). boldly.’ The word ‘ brethren,’ is omit- 

8 Isaiah xi. 10 (LXX.). ted in the best MSS. 

8 The reference of tins to the pre- 
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to teach yon], because of that gift of grace which spjin^or h« 

1 6 God bestowed upon me that I should be a minister eiec5t£*hf. 
of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, serving in the Glad- c«mmL?on in* 
tidings of God, that I might present the Gentiles to guaaruw 
God, as a priest presents the offering , 1 a sacrifice well u't'A'i'ncK ftir 
pleasing unto Him, hallowed by the working of the 

17 Holy Spirit. I have therefore the power of boasting rj^jSnlb 

18 in Christ Jesus, concerning the things of God ; for Ip to JertmA- 

will not dare [as some do] to glorify myself for the th?owv m ’ y 
labours of others , 2 but I will speak only of the works tfUthi'i'jii"" 
which Christ has wrought by me, to bring the Gen- twi which 
tiles to obedience, by word and deed, with the might m«i thire . 10 

19 of signs and lyonders, the might of the Spirit of 
God; so that going forth from Jerusalem, and round 
about as far as 3 Illyricnm, I have ftflfilled my task in 

20 bearing the Glad-tidings of Christ. And iny ambi¬ 
tion was to bear it according to this rule, [that I 
should go] not where the name of Christ was known 
(lest I should be building on another man’s fourida- 

21 tion), hut [where it was unheard] ; as it is written, ‘ (Jo 
tafiatn ©e lung tiat dpoftcu af, thru dfi«U itt; anh tfie 
prattle tafia fiabe nat fiearh gfinll uirtrcnftnntr.” 

22 This is the cause why I have often been hindered 

23 from coming to you. But now that I have no longer 
room enough [for my labours] in those regions, and 
have had a great desire to visit you these many years, 

24 so soon as I take my journey into Spain, I will come 
to you ; 5 for I hope to sec you on my way, and to be 
set forward on my journey thither by you, after I 
have in some measure satisfied my desire of your 

25 company. But now I am going to Jerusalem, being 

26 employed 3 in a ministration to the saints. f or the 
provinces of Macedonia and Achaia have willingly 
undertaken to make a certain contribution for the 

27 poor among the samts in Jerusalem. Willingly, I 
say, they have done this; and indeed they are then - 
debtors; for since the Gentiles have shared in the 
spiritual goods of the brethren in Jerusalem, they 


1 Literally, ‘a minuter of Jena 
Christ unto the Gentile*, a priett pre¬ 
senting an offering in respect of the 
Glad-tiding* of God, that the Gentile* 
night be offered up a* an offering well- 
plaiting unto Hun.’ The same thing 
la said under a somewhat different me¬ 
taphor, 2 Cor, xi. 2. 

* Compare- 2 Cor. x. 16, the whole 
of which pa usage is parallel to this. 


3 See the remarks on this in the last 
chapter, p. 470. 

4 Isaiah lii. 16 (LXX.). 

a This ‘ I will come to you,’ Is pro¬ 
bably an interpolation, as it is omitted 
by the best MSS.; but it make* no 
difference in the senae, 

« The present participle, not (as to 
A. V.) the future. 
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owe it in return to minister to them in their earthly- 
goods. When, therefore, I have finished this task, xv. 28 
and have given to them in safety the fruit of this 
collection, I will come from thence, by you, into 
Spain. And I am sure that when I come to you, 29 
my coming will receive the fulness 1 of Christ’s 2 bless- - 
ing. But I beseech you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus 30 
Christ, and by the love which the Spirit gives, to 
help me in my conflict with your prayers to God on 
my behalf, that I may be delivered from the disobe- 31 
dient in Judrea, and that the service which I have 
undertaken for Jerusalem may be favourably received 
by the Saints; that so I may come to i you in joy, by 32 
God’s will, and may be refreshed in your companion¬ 
ship. The God of peace be with you all. Amen. 33 
Commend a- I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is 3 a xvi. I 

Si°a f iut!“ be ’ ministering servant of the Church at Cenchrese ; that 2 
Jom Roman 0 ' you may receive her in the Lord, as the saints should 
Christian*. rece | ve one another, and aid her in any business 4 
wherein she needs your help ; for she has herself 
aided many, and me also among the rest. 

Greet Priscilla and Aquila , 5 my fellow-labourers 3 
in the work of Christ Jesus, who, to save my life, 4 
laid down their own necks ; who are thanked, not by 
me alone, but by all the Churches of the Gentiles. 

Greet likewise the Church which assembles at their 
house. 

Salute Epametus my dearly-beloved, who is the 5 
first fruits of Asia 6 unto Christ. 


* Literally, / shall come in the ful¬ 
ness, &c. 

a ‘ Gospel ’ is not in any of the best 
MSS. 

3 htiaxwov (Deaconess). See p. 341, 
n. 2 ; also p. 342, n. 1. 

* From the use of legal terms here, 
it would seem that the business on 
which Phoebe was visiting Rome was 
connected with some trial at law. 

5 The most ancient MSS. read Prisca 
for Priscilla here; the names being the 
same. Concerning these distinguished 
Christians, see pp. 299, 300. When and 
where they risked their lives for St. 
Paul, we know not, but may conjecture 
at Ephesus. We see here.tliat they had 
returned to Rome (whence they had 
been driven by the edict of Claudius) 
(torn Ephesus, where we left them last. 
It is carious to observe the wife men¬ 
tioned first, contrary to ancient usage. 
Throughout this chapter we observe in¬ 


stances of courtesy towards women suf¬ 
ficient to refute thecalnmnies of a recent 
infidel writer, who accuses St. Paul of 
speaking and feeling coarsely in refer¬ 
ence to women; we cannot but add 
our .astonishment that the same writer 
should compftiin that the standard of 
St. Paul's ethics, in reference to the 
sexual relations, is not sufficiently ele¬ 
vated, while at the same time he con¬ 
siders the instincts of the German race 
to have first introduced into the world 
the true morality of these relations. 
One is inclined to ask whether the pre¬ 
sent facility of divorce in Germany is a 
legitimate development of the Teutonic 
instinct; and if so, whether the law of 
Germany, or the law of our Saviour 
(Mark x. 12) enforced by St. Paul (1 
Cor. vli. 10), expresses the higher tone 
of morality, and tends the more to ele 
vate the female sex. 

6 Asia, not Achaia, is the reading of 
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6 Salute Mary, who laboured mu oh for me. 

7 Salute Andronicus and Juntas, my kinsmen and 
fellow-prisoners, 1 who are well known among the 
Apostles, and who were also in Christ before me. 

8 Salute Amplias, my dearly-beloved in the Lord. 

9 Salute Urbanus, my fellow-workman in Christ’s 
service, and Stachys my dearly-beloved. 

10 Salute Apelles, who has been tried and found 
trustworthy in Christ’s work. • 

Salute those who are of the household of Aristo- 
bulus.- 

11 Salute Herodion, my kinsman. 

Salute those, of the household of Narcissus 3 who 

are in the Lord’s fellowship. 

12 Salute Tryphena and Tryphosa? the faithful la¬ 
bourers in the Lord’s service. 

Salute Persis the dearly-beloved, who has laboured 
much in the Lord. 

13 Salute Rufus, 4 the chosen in the Lord and his 
mother, who is also mine. 

14 Salute Asyncritus, Phlogon, Hermas, Patrobas, 

Hermes, and the brethren who are with them. 

15 Salute Philologus, and Julia, Nerous and his sister, 
and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them. 

the best MSS. Compare p. 374, note likely lived previously at Rome, and 
1. The province of proconsular Asia is may still have kept up an establishment 
of course meant. there, or perhaps had not. yet gone to 

1 When were they St. Paul’s fellow- his government. SccTac. Ann. xiii. 7, 
prisoners? Probably in some of those and Joseph. Ant. xx. 5. 
imprisonments not recorded in the Acts, 3 There were two eminent persons of 
to which he alludes 2 Cor. xi. 23. It is the name of Narcissus at Home about 
doubtful whether in calling them his this time ; one the well-known favourite 
‘ kinsmen' St. Paul means that they of Claudius (Suet. Claud. 28, Tac. ylnn. 
were really related to him, or only that xii. 67, 05, xiii. 1), who was put to 
they were Jews. (Compare Korn. ix. death hv Nero, a.i>. 54, soon after the 
8.) The latter supposition seems im- death of Claudius, and therefore before 
probable, because Aquiltf and Priscilla, this Epistle was written : the other was 
and others in this chapter, mentioned a favourite of Nero’s, and is probably 
without the epithet of kinsmen, were the person here named. Some of his 
certainlv Jews; yet, on the other hand, slaves or freedmen had become Cliris- 
it seems unlikely that so many of St. tians. This Narcissus was put to death 
Paul’s relations as are here called by Galba (Dio. lxiv. 3). 

‘kinsmen ’ (verses 7, II, 21) should be 4 St. Mark (xv. 21) mentions Simon 
mentioned in a single chapter. Per- of Cyrene ns * the father of Alexander 
haps we may take a middle course, and and Rufus ;’ the latter therefore was a 
supDOse the epithet to denote that the Christian welt known to those for whom 
persons mentioned were of the tribe of St. Mark wrote, and probably is the 
Benjamin. same here mentioned. It is gratifying 

* This Aristobukis was probablv the to think that ahe whom St. Paul men- 
great-grandson of Herod the threat, tions here with such respectful affection, 
mentioned by Josephus and Tacitus, to was the wife of that Simon who bore 
whom Neroin a.i>. 66 gave the govern- our Saviour s cross, 
ment at Low Armenia. He had very 
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Salute one another with the kies of holiness.* xvi, u 
The Churches of Christ [in Achaia] salute you. 

warning I exhort you, brethren, to keep your eyes upon 17 
interested those who cause divisions, and cast stumbling-blocks 
oar zan.. wa y 0 f others, contrary to the teaching which 

you have learned. Shun them that are such; for the 18 
master whom they serve is not our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but their own belly : and by their fair speaking and 
flattery they deceive the hearts of the guileless. 

I say this, because the tidings of your obedience have 19 
been told throughout the world. On your own be¬ 
half, therefore, I rejoice : but I wish you not only to 
be simple in respect of evil, “but to be wise for good. 

And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your 20 
feet speedily. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
Salutations Timotheus, my fellow-labourer, and Lucius, and 21 
t!»S »t rU " Jason,' 2 and Sosipater, 3 my kinsmen, salute you. 
those at Rome. I, Tertius, who have written this letter, salute you 22 
in the Lord. 

Gaius, 4 who is the host, not of me alone, but also 23 
of the whole Church, salutes you. 

Erastus, 5 the treasurer of the city, and the brother 
Quartus, salute you. 

mnei&ion. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ-be with you all. 24 

Now I commend you 6 unto Him who is able to 25. 
keep you stedfast, according to my Glad-tidings, and 
the preaching 7 of Jesus Christ-whereby is un- 

1 See note on 1 These, v. 26. stopping at Corinth) in 2 Tim. iv, 20. 

s Jason is mentioned as a Thessa- Probably the same Erastns who went 
Ionian, Acts xvii. 6; he had probably with Timotheus from Ephesus to Mace- 
accompanied St. Paul from Thcssalo- donia, on the way towards Corinth 
nica to Corinth. (Acts xix. 22). 

s Sosipater is mentioned as leaving 6 If we retain the ‘ to whom ’ inverse 
Corinth with St. Paul, soon after this 27 (with the great majority of MSS.) 
Epistle was written (Acts xx. 4). we must supply ‘ I commend ’ or some- 

4 This Gaius (or Caius) is no doubt thing equivalent here, or else leave 
the same mentioned (1 Cor. i. 14) as the whole passage anacoluthical. Ex- 
baptized at Corinth by St. Paul with amples of a similar commendation to 
his own hands. In Acts xx. 4 we find God at the conclusion of a letter or 
* Gaius of Derbe’ leaving Corinth with speech are frequent in St. Paul. Com- 
St. Paul, soon after the writing of this pare 1 Thess. v. 28, 2 Thess. ii. 16, and 
Epistle, but this may perhaps have been especially the conclusion of the speech 
a different person; although this is not (so nearly cotemporaneous with this 
certain, considering how the Jews mi- Epistle) at Miletus, Acts xx. 32. The 
grated from one mace to another, of complicated and involved construction 
wfyieh Aquila and Priscilla are an ob- reminds us of the Salutation oommene- 
vions example. ing this Epistle, and of Eph. i. 

* Erastus is again mentioned (as ’ Literally, proclamation. 
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veiled the mystery which was kept secret in eternal 

26 times 1 of old, but has now been brought to light, 
and made known to all the Gentiles by the Scriptures 
of the Prophets, by command of the eternal God: 
that the Gentiles might be led to the obedience of 

27 faith-unto Him, the only wise God, 2 I com¬ 

mend you through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory 
for ever. Amen. 3 



Corinthian Coin representing CcncUrote.* 


1 Meaning probably, the times of the 
Ancient Dispensation. Compare the use 
of the same expression, Tit. i. 2. There 
is no inconsistency in saying that this 
mystery was ‘kept secret’ under the 
Old Dispensation, and yet confirmed by 
the Prophetical Scriptures ; for it was 
hidden from the Gentiles altogether, 
and the prophetical intimations of it 
were not understood by the Jews. 

* If we were (on the authority of the 
Codex Vaticanus) to omit the ‘ to whom’ 
in this passage, the last three verses 
would become a continuous doxology. 
The translators of the A. V. have ta¬ 
citly omitted this 4 to whom,’ although 
professing to follow the Textus Recep- 
tus. 

* Some MSS. insert the verses 25, 
26, 27 after xiv. 23, instead of in this 
place; but the greater weight of MS. 
authority is in favour of their present 
position. A good refutation of the ob¬ 
jections which have been made against 
the authenticity of the last two chap¬ 
ters, is given by De Wette and Nean- 
der j but, above all, by Paley’s Hone 
Paulina, inasmuch as these very chap¬ 


ters furnish four or five of the most 
striking undesigned coincidences there 
mentioned. 

4 Little has been said as yet con¬ 
cerning Ceuchreie, and some interest is 
given to the place both by (he mention 
of its Church in the preceding Kpisllc 
(Rom. xvi. 1), and by the departure of 
St. Paul from that port at the close of 
his first visit to Achaia (Acts xviii. 18). 
We have seen (p. 324) that it was 
seventy stadia, or nearly nine miles dis¬ 
tant from Corinth, and (p. 330) that 
its position is still pointed out by the 
modem Kikries, where some remains of 
the ancient town are visible. The road 
is described by Pausanias as leading 
from Corinth through an avenue of 
pine-trees, and past many tombs, 
among which, two of the most con¬ 
spicuous were those of the cynic Dio¬ 
genes and the profligate Thais. The 
coin here engraved is that to which al¬ 
lusion was made p. 380, n. 5. It is 
a colonial coin of Antoninus Pius, and 
represents the harbour of Cencbtee ex¬ 
actly as it ^described by Pa u sa ni a s . 
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CHAPTER XX. 

lsthnfian Games.— Route through Macedonia.— Voyage from Philippi.— 
Sunday at Troas.—-Assos.—Voyage by Mitylene and Trogyllium to Miletus. 
—Speech to the Ephesian Presbyters .—Voyage by Cos and Rhodes to Patara. 
—Thence to Phoenicia.—Christians at Tyre.—Ptolemais.—Events at Caesarea. 
—Arrival at Jerusalem. 


In the Epistles which havo been already set befoie the reader in 
the course of this biography, and again in some of those which are to 
succeed, St. Paul makes frequent allusion to a topic which engrossed 
the interest, and called forth the utmost energies, of the Greeks. 
The periodical games were to them rather a passion than an amuse¬ 
ment : and the Apostle often uses language drawn from these cele¬ 
brations, when he wishes to enforce the zeal and the patience with 
which a Christian ought to strain after his heavenly reward. The 
imagery he employs is sometimes varied. In one instance, when he 
describes the struggle of the spirit with the flesh, he seeks his illus¬ 
tration in the violent contest of the boxers (1 Cor. ix. 20). In 
another, when he would give a strong representation of the perils 
he had encountered at Ephesus, he speaks as one who had contended 
in that ferocious sport which the Romans had inti-oduced among 
the Greeks, the fighting of gladiators with wild beasts (ib. xv. 32). 
But, usually, his reference is to the foot-race in the stadium, which, 
as it was the most ancient, continued to be the most esteemed, among 
the purely Greek athletic contests. 1 If we compare the various 
passages where this language is used, we find the whole scene in 
the stadium brought vividly before us,—the herald 3 who summons 
the contending runners,—the course, which rapidly diminishes in 
front of them, as their footsteps advance to the goal, 3 —the judge 4 
who holds out the prize at the end of the course,— the prize itself, 
a chaplet of fading leaves, which is compared with the strongest 
emphasis of contrast to the unfading glory with which the faithful 
Christian will be crowned, 5 —the joy and exultation of the victor, 


1 The victory in the stadium at 
Olympia was used in the formula for 
reckoning Olympiads. The stadium was 
the Greek unit for the measurement of 
distance. With St. Paul’s frequent re¬ 
ference to it in the Epistles, 1 Cor. ix. 
24, Rom. ix. 16, Gal. ii. 2, v. 7, Phil, 
ii. 16, 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8, should be com¬ 
pared two passages in the Acts, xx. 
24 where he speaks of himself, and 
xiii. 26 where he speaks of John the 
Baptist. 

• * Having heralded.’ 1 Cor. ix. 27. 


Plato says that the herald summoned 
the candidates for the foot-race first into 
the stadium. 

a ‘Forgetting the things that are 
behind and striving after the things 
that are before.’ Phil. iii. 14. For 
the Course, see Phil. ii. 16 and 2 Tim. 
iv. 7, besides Acts xx. 34v which is 
particularly noticed below, p. S53, n. 14. 

* 2 Tim. iv. 8. 

4 See 1 Cor. ix. 24, Phil. iii. 14. It 
was a chaplet of green leaves, ‘ a fading 
crown.’ 1 Cor. ix. 26. (Cf. 2 Tim. £ 
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which the Apostle applies to his own case, when he speaks of his 
converts as his ‘joy and crown,’ the token of his victory and the 
subject of his boasting. 1 And under the same image he sets forth* 
the heavenly prize, after which his converts themselves should 
struggle with strenuous and unswerving zeal,—with no hesitating 
step (1 Cor. ix. 20),—pressing forward and never looking back 
(Phil. iii. 13, 14),—even to the disregard of life itself (Acts xx. 
24). And the metaphor extends itself beyond the mere struggle 
in the arena, to the preparations which were necessary to success,— 
to that severe and continued training,' 1 which, being so great for so 
small a reward, was a lit image of that ‘ training unto godliness,’ 
w'hich has the promise not only of this life, but of that which is to 
come,—to the strict regulations 3 which presided over all the details, 
both of the contest and the preliminary discipline, and are used to 
warn the careless Christian of the peril of an undisciplined life,— 
to the careful diet, 4 whic'h admonishes us that, if we would so run 
that we may obtain, we must be ‘ tenlperate in all things. ’•* 

This imagery would be naturally and familiarly suggested to St. 
Paul by the scenes which he witnessed in every part of his travels. 
At his own native place on the banks of the Cydnus," in every city 
throughout Asia Minor,' 7 and more especially at Ephesus, the sta¬ 
dium, and the training for the stadium, s were among the chief 
subjects of interest to the whole population. Even in Palestine, 
and at Jerusalem itself, these busy amusements were well known." 


6. iv. 8 ; also 1 Vet. v. 4.) The leaves 
vafted with the locality where the 
games were celebrated. At the Isthmus 
they were those of the indigenous pine. 
For a time parsley was substituted for 
them ; but in the Apostle’s day the 
pine-leaves were used again. 

1 Phil. iv. 1. 1 Thess. ii. 19. This 
subject illustrates the frequent use of 
the word ‘ boast ’ by St. Paul. 

2 1 Tim. iv. 7, 8. The Gymnasium 
or training-ground was an important 
feature of every Greek city. The word 
is not found in the New Testament, 
but we find it in 1 Macc. i. 14 and 2 
Macc. iv. 9, where alliBion is mtide to 
places of Greek amusement built at 
Jerusalem. 

3 ‘ Except a man strive lawfully. 1 
2 Tim. ii. 5. The following were 
among the regulations of the athletic 
contests. Every candidate was re¬ 
quired to be of pure Hellenic descent. 
He was disqualified by certain moral 
and political offences. He was obliged 
to take an oath that he had been ten 
months in training, and that he would 
violate none of the regulations. Bri¬ 
bery was punished by a fine. The 
candidate was obliged to practise again 
in the gymnasium immediately before 
the games, under the direction of 


judges or umpires, w'ho wore them¬ 
selves required to be instructed for ten 
months iu the details of the games. 

4 The physician Galen gives an ac¬ 
count of this prescribed diet. See Ilor. 
A. jP. 111. Tertullian describes the 
self-restraint of the Athletes. 

h In the larger editions is an ener¬ 
getic passage on this subject from St. 
Chrysostom, who was very familiar 
with all that related to public amuse¬ 
ments both at Antioch ami Constan¬ 
tinople. 

6 It is worth observing, that the only 
inscription from Tarsus published by 
Boeckli relates to the restoration of the 
stadium. 

7 Nothing is more remarkable than 
the number and magnitude of the the¬ 
atres and stadia in the ruins of the 
great cities of Asia Minor. A vast 
number, too, of the inscriptions relaty 
to the public amusements. It is evi¬ 
dent, as a traveller remarks, that these 
amusements must have been one of the 
chief employments of the population. 

8 .See abtve, n. 2. 

y See the reference to Herod’s the¬ 
atre and amphitheatre, p. 2. Hence 
the significance of such a passage as 
Heb. xii. 1, 2, to the Hebrew Christians 
of Palestine. 
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^Hutf'Greece was the very home from which these institutions drew 
"weir origin; and the Isthmus of Corinth was one of four sanctuaries, 
; , 4 ffhere the most celebrated games were periodically held. Now that 
we have reached the poiftt where St. Paul is about to leave this city 
for the last time, we are naturally led to make this allusion: and an 
interesting question suggests itself here, viz., whether the Apostle 
wa*,ever himself present during the Isthmian games. It might lie 
argued A priori that this is highly probable ; for great numbers came 
these seasons from all parts of the Mediterranean to witness or 
take“part in the contests ; and the very fact that amusement and 
ambition brought some, makes it certain that gain attracted many 
. others ; thus it is likely that the Apostle, just as he desired to be at 
Jerusalem during the Hebrew festivals, so would gladly preach the 
Gospel at a time when so vast a concourse met at the Isthmus,-— 
whence, as from a centre, it might be carried to every shore with 
the dispersion of the strangers. But, further, it will be remembered, 
that on his first visit, St. Paul spent two years at Corinth; and 
though there is some difficulty in determining the times at which 
the games were celebrated, yet it seems almost certain that they 
recurred every second year, at the end of spring, or the beginning 
of summer. 1 Thus it may be confidently concluded that he was 
there at one of the festivals. As regards the voyage undertaken 
from Ephesus (p. 375), the time devoted to it was short, yet that 
time may have coincided with the festive season ; and it is far 
from inconceivable that he may have sailed across the ^Egean in 
the spring, with some company of Greeks who were proceeding to 
the Isthmian meeting. On the present occasion he spent only tlfree 
of the winter months in Achaia, and it is hardly possible that he 
could have been present during the games. It is most likely that 
there were no crowds among the pine-trees 3 at the Isthmus, and 
that the stadium at the Sanctuary of Neptune was silent and un¬ 
occupied when St. Paul passed by it along the northern road, on 
his way to Macedonia. 3 


1 Of the four great national festivals, 
the Olympian and Pythian games took 
place every fourth year, the Nemean 
and Isthmian every second ; the lat¬ 
ter in the third and first year of each 
Olympiad. The festival was held in 
the year 88 a.i>., Which is the first of 
an Olympiad ; and (as we have seen), 
there is good reason for believing that 
the Apostle came to Corinth in the au- 
of 52, and left it in the spring 



* Thia pine (rand)) still retains its 
ancient name. See Sibthorpe’s Flora 
Grmca, as referred to by Canon Stanley 
in his Introduction to 1 Cor. 

* A fUU account, both i of the de¬ 
scription which Pausaniaa gives of the 
sanctuary and of present appearances, 
may be seen in Leake. In our aecoont 
oRjorfnSa(Chap. XI, XII.), we have 
entered into no inquiry concerning the 


topography of the scene of the Isthmian 
games. (See p. 825.) Since St. Paul 
(as we have seen) makes many allu¬ 
sions to the athletic contests of the 
Greeks, and since we are now come to 
the p&int in hie life when he leaves Co¬ 
rinth for the last time, it seems right 
that we should state what is known on 
the subject. 

No complete topographical delinea¬ 
tion of the Isthmus exists. This dis¬ 
trict was omitted in the French Expe¬ 
dition de la Morie.,Wo have given 
opposite the plan or'the ground near 
the sanctuary from Col. Leake’s third 
volume, which accurately represents 
the relative positions of the stadium, 
ths theatre, and the temple. But we 
must add, that since our last edition 
was published, th onground baa been 
more! exactly examined by .the Rev. 
ff. d; Clark, and a csrefhl plan given 




POSIUONIWM AT THE ISTHMUS. 
(From Colonel I.eake'9 Mom «.) 
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His intention had been to go by sea to Syria, 1 aa soon as the 
season of safe navigation should be come; and in that ease he would 
have embarked at Cenchpete, whence he had sailed during his second 
missionary journey, and whence the Christian Phoebe had reoently 
gone with the letter to the Homans. 3 He himself had prepared-'his 
mind for a journey to Rome; * but first he was purposed to visit 
Jerusalem, that he might convey the alms which had been collected 
for the poorer brethren, in Macedonia and Achaia. |Ho looked 
forward to this expedition with some misgiving; for he knew what 
danger was to be apprehended frojn his Jewish and Judaising ene¬ 
mies ; and even in his letter to the Roman Christians, he requested 
their prayers for his safety. And he had good reason to fear the 
Jews ; for ever since their discomfiture under Gallio they had been 
irritated by tire progress of Christianity, and they organised a plot 
against the great.preacher, when he was on the eve of departing for 
Syria. We are not informed of the exact nature of this plot; * but 
it was probably a conspiracy against his life, like that which was 
formed at Damascus soon after his conversion (Acts ix. 23, 2 Cor. 
xi. 32), and at Jerusalem, both before and after the time of which 
we write (Acts ix. 29, xxiii. 12), and it necessitated a change of route, 
such as that which had once saved him on his departure from Bercea 
(Acts xvii. 14). 

On that occasion his flight had been from Macedonia to Achaia ; 
now it was from Achaia to Macedonia. Nor would he regret the 
occasion which brought him once more among some of his dearest 
converts. Again he saw the Churches on the north of the riSgean, 
an d again he went through the towns along the line of the Via 
Egnatia. 1 He reappeared in the scene of his persecution among the 
Jews of Thessalonica, and passed on by Apollonia and Amphipolis 
to the place where he had first landed on the European shore. The 


in his Peloponnesus (1858). 

The Posidonium, or Sanctuary of 
Neptune, is at the narrowest part of the 
Isthmus, close by Schoenus, the present 
Kalamaki (see p’. 824, n. 3) ; and modern 
travellers may visit the ruins on their 
way between Kalamaki and Lutraki, 
from one steamboat to the other. St. 
Paul would also pass by this spot if he 
went by land from Athens ”p.819, n. 10). 
The distance from Corinth is about 
eight miles; and at Hexamili, near 
Corinth, the road falls into that which 
lead to Cenchrese. (See p. 537, and 
Leake, ili. 286.) The military wall, 
which crossed the Isthmus to Lechseum, 
abutted on the Sanctuary (p. 822, n. 1), 
and was for some space identical with 
the sacred enclosure. At no great dis¬ 
tance an the traces of the canal which 
Nero left unfinished about the time of 
St. Paul’s death (p. 324); and in many 
places along the anon, as any traveller 
may see m his way from Kalamaki to 
btuski, sin'' those green pine-trees. 


whose leaves wove the 1 fading gar¬ 
lands ’ which the Apostle contrasts 
with the ‘unfading crown,’ the prise 
for which he fought. 

1 Acts xx. 8. 

3 For Cenchresa sec the note at the 
end of the preceding chapter. Phasbe 
was a resident at Cenchreie. When 
she went to Home, she probably sailed 
from I.echteum. 

3 See the end of Chap. XV. 

* ‘The Jews generally settled in 
great numbers at seaports for the sake 
of commerce, and their occupation 
would give them peculiar influence over 
the captains snd owners of merchant 
vessels, in which St. Paul must have 
sailed. They might, therefore, form 
the project of seizing him or murdering 
him at Cencbre® with great probability 
of success.’— Comm, on the Acts, by Rev. 
F. C. Cook, 1860. 

3 Forthe Via Egnatia and the stage* 
between Philippi and Beroea,seepp.244, 
245, 280, 281. 
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companions of his journey were Sopater the son of Pyrrhus, 1 a 
native of Bercea,—Aristarchus and Secundus, both of Thessalonica, 
—with Gaius of Derbe and Timotheus,—and two Christians from 
the province of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus, whom we have 
mentioned before (p. 435), as his probable associates, when he last 
cRsparted from Ephesus. From the order in which these disciples 
are mentioned, and the notice of the specific places to which they 
belonged, we should be inclined to conjecture that they had some¬ 
thing to do with the collections which had been made at the various 
towns on the route. As St. Luke does not mention the collection,” 
we cannot expect to be able to'ascertain all the facts. But since 
St. Paul left Corinth sooner than was intended, it seems likely that 
all the arrangements were not complete, and that Sopater was charged 
with the responsibility of gathering the funds from Bercea, while 
Aristarchus and Secundus took charge of those from Thessalonica. 
St. Luke himself was at Philippi : and .the remaining four of the 
party were connected with the interior or the coast of Asia Minor. 3 

The whole of this company did not cross together from Europe to 
Asia ; but St. Paul and St. Luke lingered at Philippi, while the 
others preceded them to Troas. 4 The journey through Macedonia 
had been rapid, and the visits to the other Churches had been short. 
But the Church at Philippi had peculiar claims on St. Paul’s atten¬ 
tion : and the time of his arrival induced him to pause longer than 
in the earlier part of his journey. It was the time of the Jewish 
passover. And here our thoughts turn to the passover of the 
preceding year, when the Apostle was at Ephesus (p. 389). We 
remember the higher and Christian meaning which he gave-*; the 
Jewish festival. It was no longer an Israelitish ceremony, but it 
was the Easter of the Hew Dispensation. He was not now occu¬ 
pied with shadows ; for the substance was already in possession. 
Christ the Passover had been sacrificed, and the feast was to be 
kept with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Such was 
the higher standing-point to which he sought to raise the Jews 
whom he met, in Asia or in Europe, at their annual celebrations. 

Thus, while his other Christian companions had preceded him to 
Troas, he remained with Luke some time longer at Philippi, and did 
not leave Macedonia till the passover moon was waning. Notwith- 

1 Such seems to be the correct read- neetl cause uS, no difficulty, 
ing; and the addition may be made to 4 It is conceivable, but not at all 
distinguish him from Sosipater. (Bom. probable, that these companions sailed 
xvi. 21.) direct from Corinth to Troas, while 

* Except in one casual allusion at a Paul went through Macedonia. Some 

later period. Acts xxiv. 17. would limit ‘ these ’ to Trophimus and 

* Some would read ‘ and Timothy Tychicus ; but this is quite unnatural, 
of Derbe,’ in order to identify Gaius The expression 4 as far as Asia ’ seems 
with the disciple of the same name who to imply that St. Paul’s companions 
is mentioned before along with Aris- left him at Miletus, except St. Luke 
tarchus ('Gaius and Aristarchus, Ma- (who continues the narrative from this 
cedonians,’ xix. 29). But it is almost point in the first person) and Trophi- 
certain that Timotheus was a native mus (who was with him at Jerusalem, 
of Lyatra, and not Derbe (see p. 202, xxi. 29), and whoever might be the 
n. 5), and Gaius [or Caius, see above, other deputies who accompanied him 
p. 889] was so common a name, that this with the alms. (2 Cor. viit 19-21.) 
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standing this delay, they were anxious, if possible, to reach Jeru¬ 
salem before Pentecost. 1 And we shall presently trace the successive 
days through which they were prosperously brought to the fulfilment 
of their wish. 3 Some doubt has been thrown on the possibility of 
this plan being accomplished in the interval; for they did not leave 
Philippi till the seventh day after the fourteenth of Nisan was past. 
It will be our business to show that tho plan was perfectly prac¬ 
ticable, and that it was actually accomplished, with some days to 


spare. 

The voyage seemed to begin unfavourably. The space between 
Neapolis and Troas could easily be sailed over in two days with a 
fair wind : and this was the time occupied when the Apostle made 
the passage on his first coming to Europe. 3 On this occasion the 
same voyage occupied five days. We have no means of deciding 


1 Acts xx. 16. • 

* It may be well to point out here 
the general distribution of the time 
spent on the voyage, Forty-nine days 
intervened between Passover and Pen¬ 
tecost. The days of unleavened bread 
[Mark xiv. 12, Luke xxii. 7, Acts xii. 
3. 1 Cor. v. 8] succeeded the Passover. 
Thus, St. Paul stayed at least seven 
days at Philippi after the Passover (ver. 
6),— five days were spent on the pas¬ 
sage to Troas (ib.),— six days (for so 
we may reckon them) were spent at 
Troa^Jfi).),— four were occupied on 
the voyage by Chios to Miletus (vv. 13 
-15, see below),— two were spent at 
Miletus,—in three days St. Paul went 
by Cos and Rhode to Patara (xxi. 1, 
see below),— tiro days would suffice for 
the voyage to Tyre (vv. 2,3), —six days 
were spent at Tyre (ver. 4), two were 
taken up in proceeding by Ptolemais to 
Caesarea (vv. 7, 8). This calculation 
gives us thirty-seven days in all; thus 
leaving thirteen before the festival of 
Pentecost, after the arrival at Cuaarea, 
which is more than the conditions re¬ 
quire. We may add, if m^essary, tmo 
three or days more during the voyage 
in the cases where we have reckoned 
inclusively. 

The mention of the Sunday spent 
at Troas fixes (though not quite abso¬ 
lutely) the day of the w eek on which 
the Apostle left Philippi. It was a 
Tuesday or a Wednesday. We might, 
with considerable probability, describe 
what was done each day of the week 
during the voyage; but we are not 
sure, in all cases, whether we are to 
reckon inclusively or exclusively, nor 
are we absolutely certain of the length 
of the stay at Miletus. 

It viD he obeerved, that all we have 
here said is independent of the parti¬ 


cular year in which wc suppose the 
voyage to have been made, and of tbc 
day of the week on which the 14th nf 
Nisan occurred. Greswell and Wiose- 
ler have made the calculation for the 
years 56 and 58 respectively, and both 
linve shown that the accomplishment of 
St. Paul’s wish was practicable, lloth 
too have allowed more time than need¬ 
ful for tlio voyage between Patara and 
Tyre. 

VVc may observe here, that many 
commentators writo on the nautical 
passages of the Acts as if the weather 
were always the same and the rate of 
sailing uniform, or as if the Apostle 
travelled in steam-boats. His motions 
were dependent on the wind. He might 
be detained in harbour by contrary 
weather. Nothing is more natural than 
that he should he live days on one oc¬ 
casion, ami two on another, in passing 
between Philippi and Troas; just as 
Cicero was once fifteen, and once thir¬ 
teen, in passing between Athens and 
Ephesus. So St. Paul might sail in 
two days from Patara to Tyre, though 
under less favourable circumstances, it 
might have required four or five, or 
even more. It is seldom that the same 
passage is twice made in exactly the 
same time by any vessel not a steamer. 

Another remark may be added, that 
commentators often write as though 
St. Paul had chartered hia own vessel, 
and had the full command of her move¬ 
ments. This would be highly unlikely 
for a person under the circumstance* 
of St. Paul; and we shall see that it 
was not the case in the present voy¬ 
age, during which, as at other times, 
he availed himself of the opportuni¬ 
ties offered by merchant v es s e ls or 


coasters. 

* Acts xvi. 11. 
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whether the ship’s progress was retarded by calms, or by contrary 
winds. 1 Either of these causes of delay might equally be expected 
in the changeable weather of those seas. St. Luke seems to notice 
the time in both instances, in the manner of one who was familiar 
with the passages commonly made between Europe and Asia : s and 
something like an expression of disappointment is implied in the 
mention of the ‘ five days ’ which elapsed before the arrival at 
Troas. 

The history of Alexandria Troas, first as a city of the Macedonian 
princes, and then as a favourite colony of the Romans,* has been 
given before ; but little has been said as yet of its appearance. 
From the extent and magnitude of its present ruins (though for 
ages it has been a quarry both for Christian and Mahomedan edifices) 
we may infer what it was in its flourishing period. Among the oak- 
trees, which fill the vast enclosure of its walls, are fragments of 
colossal masonry. Huge columns of granite are seen lying in the 
harbour, and in the quarries on the neighbouring hills. 4 A theatre, 
commanding a view of Tenedos and the sea, shows where the Greeks 
once assembled in crowds to witness their favourite spectacles. 
Open arches of immense size, towering from the midst of other 
great masses of ruin, betray the hand of Roman builders. These 
last remains,—once doubtless belonging to a gymnasittm or to baths, 
and in more ignorant ages, when the poetry of Homer was better 
remembered than the facts of history, popularly called ‘ The Palace 
of Priam,’ ’’—are conspicuous from the sea. We cannot assert that 
these buildings existed in the day of St. Paul, but we may^e .cer¬ 
tain that the city, both on the approach from the water, and to 
those who wandered through its streets, must have presented an 
appearance of grandeur and prosperity. Like Corinth, Ephesus, or 
Thessalonica, it was a place where the Apostle must have wished to 


1 The course is marked in our map 
with a zigzag fine. If the wind was 
contrary, the vessel would have to beat. 
The delay might equally have been 
caused by calms. 

* It has been remarked above (p. 
241) that St. Luke’s vocation as a 
physician may have caused him to re¬ 
side at Philippi and Troas, and made 
him familiar with these coasts. The 
autoptical style (see p. 218, n. 4) is im¬ 
mediately resumed with the change of 
the pronoun. 

3 For the history of the foundation 
of the city under the successors of Alex¬ 
ander, and of the feelings of Komans 
towards it, see the concluding part of 
Chap. VIII. 

4 Alexandria Troas must have been, 
like Aberdeen, a city of, granite. The 
hills which supplied this material were 
to the N.E. and S.E. Dr. Clarke (vol. 
ii. p. 149) mentions a stupendous 
column, which is concealed among 
some trees in the neighbourhood, and 
which he compares to the famous 


column of the Egyptian Alexandria. 
Fellows (p. 68) speaks of hundreds of 
columns, and says that many are bris¬ 
tling among the waves to a considerable 
distance out at sea. He saw seven 
columns lying with their chips in a 
quarry, which is connected by a paved 
road with the city. Thus granite seems 
to'bave lice, 1 ’ to Alexandria Troas what 
marble was to Athens. The granite 
columns of Troas have been used for 
making cannon-balls for the defence of 
the Dardanelles. 

4 Dr. Clarke regards these ruins 
as the remains of Alexandria Troas. 
.He says that ‘ these three arches of 
the building make a conspicuous figure 
from a considerable distance at sea, 
like the front of a magnificent palace; 
and this circumstance, connected with 
the mistake so long prevalent concern¬ 
ing the city itself [viz. that it was the 
ancient Troy], gave rise to the appella¬ 
tion of “ The Palace of Priam,” be¬ 
stowed by mariners upon these ruins.’ 
See p. 216, n. & 
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lay firmly and strongly the foundations of the Gospel. On hia 
first visit, as we have seen (pp. 215-218), he was withheld by 
a supernatural revelation from remaining; and on his second - 
visit (pp. 434-430), though a door was opened to him, and he did ’ 
gather together a community of Christian disciples, yet his impa¬ 
tience to see Titus compelled him to bid them a hasty farewell. 1 
Now, therefore, he would be the more anxious to add new converts 
to the Church, and to impress deeply on those who wore converted, 
the truths and the duties of Christianity : and he had valuable aid 
both in Luke, who accompanied him, and the other disciples who 
had preceded him. 

The labours of the early days of the week that was spent at Troas 
are not related to us ; but concerning the last day we nave a narra¬ 
tive which enters into details with all the minuteness of one of the 
Gospel histories. It was the evening which succeeded the Jewish 
Sabbath.* On the Sundity morning the vessel was about to sail. 5 
The Christians of Troas were gathered 4ogother at this solemn time 
to celebrate that feast of love which the last commandment of Christ 
has enjoined on all His followers. The place was an upper room, 
with a recess or balcony 4 projecting over the street or the court. 
The night was dark : three weeks had not elapsed since tho Pass- 
over, 5 and the moon only appeared as a faint crescent in the early 
part of the night. Many lamps were burning in the room where 
the congregation was assembled. 0 The place was hot and crowded. 
St. Paul, with the feeling strongly impressed on his mind that the 
next day was tho day of his departure, and that souls might be 
loSlftiy delay, was continuing in earnest discourse, and prolonging 
it even till midnight, 7 when an occurrence suddenly took place, 
which filled the assembly with alarm, though it was afterwards con¬ 
verted into an occasion of joy and thanksgiving. A young listener, 
whose name was Eutychus, was overcome by exhaustion, heat, and 
weariness, and sank into a deep slumber. 8 He was seated or leaning 


» 2 Cor. ii. 13. 

5 ‘The first day of the week,’ vcr. 7. 
This is a passage of the utmost impor¬ 
tance, as showing that the ob-ervance 
of Sunday was customary. C'f. 1 Cor. 
xvi. 2. See p. 346. 

5 ‘About to depart oi» the moftow,’ 
ib. See vcr. 13. By putting all these 
circumstances together, we can almost 
certainly infer the dav of the week on 
which St. Paul left Troas. See above. 

4 The word used here denotes an 
aperture closed by a wooden door, 
doubtless open in this case because of 
the beat. See the note and the wood- 
cut in the Pictorial Bible. These upper 
rooms of the ancients were usually 
connected with the street by outside 
stairs, such as those of which we see 
traces at Pompeii. 

5 See above, p. 543. 

• Ver. 8. Various reasons have been 
suggested why this circumstance should 


be mentioned. Meyer thinks it is 
given as the reason why the. fate of tho 
voting mnn was perceived at once. But 
it lias much more the appearance of 
having simply ‘ proceeded from an 
eye-witness, who mentions the incident, 
not for the purpose of obviating a 
difficulty which might occur to the 
reader, hut because the entire scene to 
which he refers stood now with such 
minuteness and vividness before his 
mind.’ Ilackett on the Acte, Boston, 
U. 8., 1852. f See a similar instance in 
the case of the mention of the proseucha 
at Philippi, Acts xvi. 13.1 

i ‘He continued his discourse till 
midnight,’ ver. 7. ‘ While Paul war 

long discoursing,’ ver. 9. 

s The present participle in ver. J 
seems to denote the gradual sinking 
into sleep, as opposed to the sudden 
fall implied by the aorist participle in 
the next phrase. 
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in the balcony ; and, falling down in his sleep, was dashed upon the 
pavement below, and was taken up dead. 1 Confusion ana terror 
followed, with loud lamentation.® But Paul was enabled to imitate 
the power of that Master whose doctrine he was proclaiming. As 
Jesus had once said 3 of the young maiden, who was taken by death 
from the society of her friends, * She is not dead, but sleepeth,’ so 
the Apostle of Jesus received power to restore the dead to life. He 
want down and fell upon the body, like Elisha of old, 4 and, em¬ 
bracing Eutychus, said to the bystanders, ‘ Do not lament; for his 
life is in him.’ c 

With minds solemnised and filled with thankfulness by this won¬ 
derful token of God’s power and love, they celebrated the Eucha¬ 
ristic feast. 5 The act of Holy Communion was combined, as was 
usual in the Apostolic age, with a common meal:® and St. Paul 
now took some refreshment after the protracted labour of the even¬ 
ing, 7 and then continued his conversation till the dawning of the 
day. 8 ' 

It was now time for the congregation to separate. The ship was 
about to sail, and the companions of Paul’s journey took their de¬ 
parture to go on board. 9 It was arranged, however, that the Apostle 
himself should join the vessel at Assos, which was only about 
twenty miles 10 distant by the direct road, while the voyage round 
Cape Leetum was nearly twice as far. He thus secured a few more 


1 It is quite arbitrary to qualify the 
words by supposing that he was only 
apparently dead. 

3 This is implied in the ‘ Trouble 
not yourselves’ below. The word de¬ 
notes a loud and violent expression of 
grief, as in Matt. ix. 23, Mark v. 39. 

3 Matt. ix. 24; Mark v. 39. 

4 2 Kings iv. 34. In each case, as 
Prof. Hackett remarks, the act appears 
to have been the sign of a miracle. 

5 Ver. 11, compared with ver. 7. 

6 See p. 346. 

7 When he had eaten, ver. 11. This 
is distinguished in the Greek from the 
breaking bread. 

8 Having talked a lung while. This, 
again, is distinguished from the preach¬ 
ing mentioned above. 

8 We might illustrate what took 
place at this meeting by the sailing of 
the Bishop of Calcutta from Plymouth 
in 1829. 1 He and his chaplain made 
impressive and profitable addresses to 
us, the first part of the meeting, as 
they had received orders to embark 
the same morning. I began then to 
speak, and in the middle of my speech 
the captain of the frigate sqnt for them, 
and they left the meeting.’— Memoir of 
Hev. E. Bichentcth, vol. i. p. 445. 

18 See p. 214. The impression de- 
rived from modem travellers through 
this neglected region is, that the dis¬ 


tance between Assos and Troas is ra¬ 
ther greater. Sir C. Fellows reckons 
it at 30 miles, and he was in the 
saddle from half-past eight to five. 
Dr. Hunt, in Walpole’s Memoir », was 
part of two days on the road, leaving 
Assos in the afternoon; but he devia¬ 
ted to see the hot springs and salt 
works. Mr. Weston (MS. journal) left 
Assos at three in the afternoon, and 
reached Troas at ten the next morning; 
but he adds, that it was almost impos¬ 
sible to find the road without a guide. 

In a paper on 1 Recent Works on 
Asia Minor,’ in the Bibliotheca Sacra 
for Oct. 1851, it is said that Assos is 
nine miles from Troas. This must be 
an ol-ersight.*' It is, however, quite 
possible that Mitylene might have been 
reached, as we have assumed below, on 
the Sunday evening. If the vessel 
sailed from Troas at seven in the morn¬ 
ing, she would easily be round Cape 
Leetum before noon. If St. Paul left 
Treas at ten, he might arrive at Assos 
at four in the afternoon; and the ves¬ 
sel might be at anchor in the roads 
of Mitylene at seven. Gres well sup¬ 
poses that they sailed from Assos on 
the Monday. This would derange the 
days of the week as we have given 
them below, but would not affect the 
general conclusion. 
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precious hours with his converts at Troas ; and eagerly would they 
profit by his discourse, under the feeling that he was so soon to • 
leave them.: and we might suppose that the impression made under 
such circumstances, and with the recollection of what they had 
witnessed in the night, would never be effaced from the minds of 
any of them, did we not know, on the highest authority, that if men 
believe not the prophets of God, neither will they believe ‘ though 
one rose from the dead.’ 

But the time came when St. Paul too must depart. The vessel 
might arrive at Assos before him ; and, whatever influence he might 
have with the seamen, he could not count on any long delay. He 
hastened, therefore, through the southern gate, past the hot 
springs, 1 * and through the oak woods,*—then in full foliage, 3 —which 
cover all that shore with greenness and shade, and across the wild 
water-courses on" the wesi^rn side of Ida. 4 Such is the scenery 
which now surrounds the traveller on his way from Troas to Assos. 
The great difference then was, that there was a good Roman road, 3 * 
which made St. Paul’s solitary journey both more safe and more 
rapid than it could have been now. We have seldom had occasion 
to think of the Apostle in the hours of his solitude. But such hours 
must have been sought and cherished by one whoso whole strength 
was drawn from communion with God, and especially at a time 
when, as on this present journey, he was deeply conscious of his 
weakness, and filled with foreboding fears. 0 There may have been 
other reasons why he lingered at Troas after his companions : but 
the desire for solitude was (we may well believe) one reason among 
others/ The discomfort of a crowded ship is unfavourable for devo¬ 
tion : and prayer and meditation are necessary for maintaining tho 
religious life even of an Apostle. That Saviour to whose service he 
was devoted had often prayed in solitude on tho mountain, and 
crossed the brook Kedron to kneel under the olives of Gethsemane. 


And strength and peace were surely sought and obtained by tho 
Apostle from the Redeemer, as he pursued his lonely road that 
Sunday afternoon in spring, among the oak woods and the streams 
of Ida. 

No delay seems to have occurred at Assos. He entered by the 
Sacred Way among the famous tombs, 7 and through the ancient 


1 Mentioned by Fellows^uid Hunt. 

* AH travellers make mention of the 
woods of Yallonea oaks in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Troas. The acorns are 
used for dyeing, and form an important 
branch of trade. The collecting of the 
acorns, and shells, and gall-nuts, em¬ 
ploys the people during a great part of 
the year. One traveller mentions an 
English vessel which he saw taking in 
a load of these acorns. 

* The woods were in full foliage on 
the 18th of March. Hunt. 

4 For the streams of this mountain, 

seep, 214, n. 5. 

* See note <m the preceding page. 

* Compare Bom. xv. 3CV 31, Acta ix. 


3, with Acts xx. 22-25, xxi. 4, 13. 

7 This Street of Tombs ( Via Sacra') 
is one of the most remarkable features 
of Assos. It is described Fellows 
in his excellent account of Assos. The 
Street of Tombs extends to a great 
distance across the level ground to 
N.W. of the city. Some of the tombs 
are of vast dimensions, and formed each 
of one block of granite. These remain* 
are the more worthy of notice because 
the word tarcoflhagu* was first applied 
in Roman times to this stone of Assos 
(lapit Auiut), from the peculiar power 
it was supposed to possess of aiding the 
natural decay of corpses. 
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gateway, and proceeded immediately to the shore. We may suppose 
that the vessel was already hove to and waiting when he arrived ; 
or that he saw her approaching from the west, through the channel 
between Lesbos and the main. He went on board without delay, 
and the Greek sailors and the Apostolic missionaries continued their 
voyage. As to the city of Assos itself, we must conclude, if we 
cqpnpare the description of the ancients with present appearances, 
that its aspect as seen from the sea was sumptuous and grand. A 
terrace with a long portico was raised by a wall of rock above the 
water-line. Above this was a rtiagnificent gate, 1 * approached by a 
flight of steps. Higher still was the theatre, which commanded a 
glorious view of Lesbos and the sea, and those various buildings 
which are now a wilderness of broken columns, triglyphs, and 
friezes. The whole was crowned by a citadel of Greek masonry on 
a cliff of granite. Such was the view which gradually faded into 
indistinctness as the vessel .retired from the shore, and the summits 
of Ida rose in the evening sky. 3 * * * * 8 

The course of the voyagers was southwards, along the eastern 
shore of Lesbos. When Assos was lost, Mitylene, the chief city of 
Lesbos, came gradually into view. The beauty of the capital of 
Sappho’s island was celebrated by the architects, poets, and philo¬ 
sophers of Rome. Like other Greek cities, which were ennobled 
by old recollections, it was honoured by the Romans with the privi¬ 
lege of freedom. 3 Situated on the south-eastern coast of the island, 
it would afford a good shelter from the north-westerly winds, 
whether the vessel entered the harbour or lay at ancho r in the 
open roadstead. 1 It seems likely that the reason why they lay here 


1 The view opposite is from a draw¬ 
ing by the Rev. G. F. Weston, who 
visited Assos in 1845. In his MS. 
journal he speaks of it as follows: 
‘ Proceeding 300 or 400 yards f from 
the theatre] in n N.W. direction, you 
come to the great gate of the city, a 
very interesting specimen of Greek 
architecture. An arch is formed bj' 
one stone overlapping that beneath it. 

There are remains also of two flank¬ 

ing towers with splayed loopholes, and 
the wall running up to the precipices 
of the Acropolis is almost perfect. 

Higher np, towards the Acropolis, are 

two more curious arches. Running 

N.W. froril the great gate is the Via 

Sacra.’ See the preceding note. 

8 The travellers above mentioned 
speak in strong terras of the view from 
the Acropolis towards Lesbos and the 
sea. Towards Ida and the land side 
the eye ranges over the windings of a 
river through a fruitful 'plain. 

Fellows conceives that the remains 
here mentioned have been preserved 
irom the depredations committed on 
other towns near the coast, in conse- 
qnenoe of the material being the ‘samp 


grev stone as the neighbouring rock, 
and not having intrinsic value as 
marble.’ He observed ‘ no trace of 
the Romans.’ Leake savs that the 
‘hard granite of Mount Ida’ has fur¬ 
nished the materials for many of the 
buildings, and even the sculptures: and 
he adds that ‘ the whole gives perhaps 
the most perfect idea of a Greek city 
that anywhere exists.’ 

3 For a sketch of the history of 
Mifylenc, and for remarks on the or¬ 
thography of the word, see Smith’s 
Diet, of Geography. In our larger 
editions' is a view of the town with the 
mountains behind. 

4 ‘The chief town of Mitylene is on 
the S.E. coast, and on a' peninsula 
(once an island) forming two small 
harbours: of these the northern one is 
sheltered by a pier to the north, and 

admits small coasters.The 

roadstead, which is about seven miles 
N. from the S.E. end of the island, 
is a good summer roadstead, but the 
contrary in winter, being much exposed 
to the S.E. and N.E. winds, which 
blow with great violence.’—Purdy’s 
Sailing Directory , p. 154. It should 
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for the night was, because it was the time of dark moon, 1 and they 
would wish for daylight to accomplish safely the intricate naviga¬ 
tion between the southern part of Lesbos and the mainland of Asia) 
Minor. 

In the course of Monday they were abreast of Chios (ver. 15). 
The weather in these seas is very variable : and, from the mode of 
expression employed by St. Luke, it is probable that they were 
becalmed. An English traveller under similar circumstances has 
described himself as ‘engrossed from daylight till noon’ by the 
beauty of the prospects with whi<$i he was surrounded, as his vessel 
floated idly on this channel between Scio and the continent. 3 On one 
side were the gigantic masses of the mainland : on the other were 
the richness and fertility of the island, with its gardens of oranges, 3 
citrons, almonds, and pomegranates, and its white scattered houses 
overshadowed by evergreens. Until the time of its recent disasters, 
Scio was the paradise of the modern Greek: and a familiar proverb 
censured the levity of its inhabitants, 4 liko that which in the 
Apostle’s day described the coarser faults of the natives of Crete 
(Tit. i. 12). 

The same English traveller passed the island of Samos after 
leaving that of Chios. So likewise did St. Paul (ver. 15). But the 
forhier sailed along the western side of Samos, and ho describes 
how its towering cloud-capped heights are contrasted with the next 
low island to the west. 5 The Apostle’s course lay along the eastern 
shore, where a much narrower ‘marine pass’ intervenes between 
it and a long mountainous ridge of the mainland, from which it ap- 
paamudo have been separated by some violent convulsion of nature. 0 


be particularly observed, that St. Paul’s 
ship would be sheltered here from the 
N.W. We shall see, as we proceed, 
increasing reason for believing that the 
wind blew from this quarter. 

1 The moon would be about six days 
old (see above), and would set soon 
after midnight. We are indebted for 
this suggestion to Mr. Smith (author 
of the voyage and Shipwreck of St. 
Paul), and we take this opportunity 
of acknowledging our obligations to 
his MS. notes, in various parts o&this 
chapter. 

* Dr. Clarke’s Travel*, vol. ii. p. 188. 
See the whole description. This applies 
to a period some years before the mas¬ 
sacre of 1822. For notices of Scio, and 
a description of the scenery in its nau¬ 
tical aspect, see the Sailing Directory, 
pp. 124-128. 

3 It most be remembered that the 
vegetation, and with the vegetation 
the scenery, of the shores of - the Medi¬ 
terranean, have varied with the pro¬ 
gress of civilisation. It seems that 
the Arabians introduced the orange 
in the early part of the middle ages. 
Other changes are subsequent to the 


discovery of America. See p. 18, n. 1. 
The wines of Chios were always cele¬ 
brated. Its coins display an amphora 
and a bunch of grapes. 

4 The proverb says that it is easier 
to find a green horse than a sober- 
minded Sciot. 

5 Sec the view which Dr. Clarke 
gives of this remarkable ‘ marine pau,’ 
vol. ii. p. 192. The summit of Samos 
was concealed by a thick covering of 
clouds, and he was told that its heights 
were rarely unveiled. See again vol. 
iii. pp. 364-307. Compare Norie's 
Sailing Directory, p. 150. ‘Samos, 
being mountainous, becomes visible 
twenty leagues off; and the summit of 
Mount Kerki retains its snow through¬ 
out the year.’ The strait through 
which Dr. Clarke sailed is called the 
Great Boghaz, and is ten miles broad. 
The island to the west is Icaria. 

8 This strait is the I Attic Boghaz, 
which is reckoned at about a mile in 
breadth botlrby Strabo and Chandler. 
We shall return presently to this ridge 

of Mycale in its relation to the interior, 

when we refer to the Journey of the 
Ephesian elders to Miletns. It was 
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This high promontory ia the ridge of Mycale, well known in the 
annals of Greek victory over the Persians. At its termination, not 
' more than a mile from Samos, is the anchorage of Trogyllium. 
Here the night of Tuesday was spent; apparently for the same 
reason as that which caused the delay at Mitylene. The moon set 
early : and it was desirable to wait for the day before running into 
the harbour of Miletus. 1 

The short voyage from Chios to Trogyllium had carried St. Paul 
through familiar scenery. The bay across which the vessel had 
been passing was that into which the Cayster 2 flowed. The moun¬ 
tains on the mainland were the western branches of Messogis and 
Tmolus, 3 the ranges that enclose the primeval plain of ‘Asia.’ 
The city, towards which it is likely that some of the vessels in sight 
were directing their course, was Ephesus, where the Apostolic la¬ 
bours of three years had gathered a company of Christians in the 
midst of unbelievers. One whose solicitude was so great for his re¬ 
cent converts could not willingly pass by and leave them unvisited: 
and had he had the command of the movements of the vessel, we 
can hardly believe that he would have done so. He would surely 
have landed at Ephesus, rather than at Miletus. The same wind 
which carried him to the latter harbour, would have been equally 
advantageous for a quick passage to the former. And, even had 
the weather been unfavourable at the time for landing at Ephesus, 
he might easily have detained the vessel at Trogyllium; and a short 
journey by land northward would have taken him to the scene of 
his rormer labours. 4 

Yet every delay, whether voluntary or involuntary, migWftAve 
been fatal to the plan he was desirous to accomplish. St. Luke 
informs us here (and the occurrence of the remark shows us how 
much regret was felt by the Apostle on passing by Ephesus) that 
his intention was, if possible, to be in Jerusalem at Pentecost 
(ver. 16). Even with a ship at his command, he could not calculate - 
on favourable weather, if he lost his present opportunity: nor 
could he safely leave the ship which had conveyed hinr hitherto ; 

evidently a place well known to sailors, * See what ia said of the Cayster, 

from Strabo’s reckoning the distance pp. 3G8, 419, 420. 

from hence to Sunium in Attica. 3 See again, on these Ephesian moan- 

1 We should observe here again that tains, pp. 419, 420. 

Trogyllium, though on the shore of the 4 TrogylliUm, as we have seen, is at 
mainland, is protected by Samos from the point where the coast projects and 
the north-westerly winds. With an- forms a narrow strait between Asia 
other wind it might have been better to Minor and Sapios. The coast recedes 
have anchored in a port to the N.E. of northwardsfowardsEphesns,andsouth- 
Samos, now called Port Vathy, which is wards towards Miletus, each of these 
said, in the Sailing Directory (p. 119), places being about equidistant from 
to be ‘protected from every wind but Trogyllium. Up to this point from 
the N.W.’ We may refer here to the Chios St. Paul had been nearly follow- 
clear description and map of Samos by ing the line of the Ephesian merchant 
Toumefort, Voyage rfu Levant, i. pp. vessels up what is now called the gulf 
156, 157. But the Adnr iralty Charts of Soala Nuovir. By comparing the Ad- 
(1630 and 1555) should be consulted , miralty Chart with Strabo ana Chand¬ 
ler the soundings. Sec. An anchorage ler, A very good notion is obtained of 
will be seen just to the east of the ex- the coast and country between Ephesus 
treme point of Trogyllium, bearing the and Miletus, 
name of •St. Pant a Port: 



xx.] Trogyllium. — Miletus. 551 

for he was well aware that he could not be certain of meeting with 
another that would forward his progress. He determined, there¬ 
fore, to proceed in the same vessel, on her southward course from* 
Trogyllium to Miletus. Yet the same watchful zeal which had 
urged him to employ the last precious moments of the stay at Troas 
in his Master’s cause, suggested to his prompt mind a method of re¬ 
impressing the lessons of eternal truth on the hearts of the Christians 
at Ephesus, though he was unable to revisit them in person. Me 
found that the vessel would be detained at Miletus' a sufficient 
time to enable him to send for*the presbyters of the Ephesian 
Church, with the hope of their meeting him there. Tho distance 
between the two cities was hardly thirty miles, and a good road 
connected them together. 2 Thus, though the stay at Miletus would 
be short, and it might be hazardous to attempt the journey himself, 
he could hope for one more interview,—if not with the whole Ephe¬ 
sian Church, at least with*those members of it whoso responsibility 
was the greatest. ’ 

The sail from Trogyllium, with a fair wind, would romiire but 
little time. If the vessel weighed anchor at daybreak on Wednes¬ 
day, she would be in harbour long before noon. 3 The message was 
doubtless sent to Ephesus immediately on her arrival; and Paul 
remained at Miletus waiting for those whom tho Holy Spirit, by his 
hands, had made ‘ overseers’ over the flock of Christ (vor. 28). Tho 
city where we find the Christian Apostle now waiting, whilo thoso 
who had the care of thg vessel were occupied with the business that 
detained them, has already been referred to as more ancient than 
EplRiijHB, 4 though in the age of St. Paul inferior to it in political and 
mercantile eminence. Even in Homer, tho ‘ Carian Miletus’ ap¬ 
pears as a place of renown. Eighty colonies wont forth from the 
banks of the Mieander, and some of them were spread even to tho 
eastern shores of the Black Sea, and beyond the pillars of Hercules 
to the west. It received its first blow in tho Persian war, when its 
inhabitants, like tho .Tews, had experience of a Babylonian cap¬ 
tivity. 5 It suffered once more in Alexander’s great campaign ;* and 
after his time it gradually began to sink towards its present condi¬ 
tion of ruin and decay, from the influence, as it would seem, of 

state of the weather or the darkness. 

* Pliny says that Magnesia is fifteen 
miles from Ephesus, and Magnesia was 
aboutequiilistant from Ephesus,Tralles, 
and Miletus. For further notices of 
the roads we must refer to our larger 
editions. 

3 The distance is about seventeen 
nautical miles and a half. If the vessel 
sailed at six in the morning from Tro- 
gyllium, she would easily be in harbour 
at nine. 

* See abov^ p. 868. Compare p. 420. 
Thus the imperial coins of Miletus sre 
rare, and the autonomous coins begin 
very early. 

* Herod, v. 80, vi. 18. 

* Arrian, Anab. i. 10, 20. 


1 It is surely quite a mistake to sup¬ 
pose with some commentators, that St. 
Paul had the command of the move¬ 
ments of the vessel. His influence with 
the captain and the seamen might in¬ 
duce them to do all in their power to 
oblige him ; and perhaps we may trace 
some such feeling in the arrangements 
at Asbos, just as afterwards at Sidon 
(Acts xxvii. 3), when on his voyage to 
Borne. But he must necessarily hare 
been content to take advantage of such 
opportunities as were copsistent with 
the bnsiness on which.the vessel sailed. 
She evidently put in for business to 
Troas,Miletus,and Patera. At the other 
places she seems to have-touched merely 
for convenience, in consequence of the 
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mere natural causes,—the increase of alluvial soil in the delta having 
the effect of removing the city gradually further and further from 
ft the sea. Even in the Apostle’s time, there was between the city and 
the shore a considerable space of level ground, through which the 
ancient river meandered in new windings, like the Forth at Stirling. 1 
Few events connect the history of Miletus with the transactions of 
the Roman Empire. When St. Paul was there, it was simply one 
of the second-rate sea-ports on this populous coast, ranking, per¬ 
haps, with Adramyttium or Patara, but hardly with Ephesus or 
Smyrna. 2 

The excitement and joy must have been great among the 
Christians of Ephesus, when they heard that their honoured friend 
and teacher, to whom they had listened so often in the school of 
Tyrannus, was in the liarbowr 3 of Miletus, within the distance of a 
few miles. The presbyters must have gathered together in all haste 
to obey the summons, and gone with eagWr steps out of the southern 
gate, which leads to Mileths. By those who travel on such an 
errand, a journey of twenty or thirty miles is not regarded long and 
tedious, nor is much regard paid to tire difference between day and 
night. 4 The presbyters of Ephesus might easily reach Miletus on 
the day after that on which the summons was received. 5 And 
though they might be weary when they arrived, their fatigue would 
soon be forgotten at the sight of their friend and instructor; and 
God also, ‘ who comforts them that are cast down’ (2 Cor. vii. C), 
comforted him by the sight of his disciples. They were gathered 
together—probably in some solitary spot upon the shore—to listen 
to his address. This little company formed a singular TCft’t’Past 
with the crowds which used to assemble at the times of public 
amusement in the theatre of Miletus. 0 But that vast theatre is now 


1 This is the comparison of Sir ('. 
Fellows. The Mceantier was proverbial 
among the ancients, both for the sinu¬ 
osities of its course, and the great quan¬ 
tity of alluvial soil brought down hv 
the stream. Pliny tells us that islands 
near Miletus had been joined to the 
continent, and Strabo relates that 
Priene, once a sea-port, was in ids time 
forty stadia from the sea. Fellows 
says that Miletus was once a headland 
in a bay, which is now a ‘dead flat’ 
ten miles in breadth. Chandler (p. 
202), on looking down from Priene on 
the * bare and marshy plain,’ says, 
‘ How different its aspect when the 
mountains were boundaries of a gulf, 
and Miletus, Myus, and Priene, mari¬ 
time cities.’—And again (p. 207), he 
looks forward to the time when Samos 
and other islands will unite with the 
shore, and the present^ promontories 
will be seen inland. See Kiepert’s 
Hellas, for a representation of the coast 
as it was in the early Greek times; 
and for a true delineation of its pre¬ 
sent state, see the Admiralty Chart, 


No. 1555. 

2 For Smyrna, see again pp. 308,420. 

3 Strabo says that Miletus had four 
harbours, one of which was for vessels 
of war. No truce of them is to be seen 
now. 

4 For a notion of the scenery of this 
journey of the presbyters over or round 
the ridge of Mycale, and by the wind¬ 
ings of the Mteander, the reader may 
consult Chandler and Fellows. The 
latter describes the extensive view in 
each direction from the summit of the 
range. The fonner was travelling, like 
these presbyters, in April; and * the 
weather was unsettled; the sky was 
blue and the sun shone, but a wet 
wintry north wind swept the clouds 
along the top of the range of Mycale.’ 

6 We may remark here, in answer to 
those who think that the •wivnoiroi men¬ 
tioned in this passage were the bishops 
of various places in the province of 
Asia, that there was evidently no time 
to summon them. On the convertibility 
of eubvKoxos and irpsv/Svrepos, gee below. 

• 6 In our larger editions is a view of 
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a silent ruin,—while the words spoken by a careworn traveller to a 
few despised strangers are still living as they were that day, to teach 
lessons for all time, and to make known eternal truths to all who » 
will hear them,—while they reveal to us, as though they were* 
merely human words, all the tenderness and the affection of Paul, 

cm the individual speaker. 

18 Brethren, 1 ye know yourselves,* from the first day in, remind, 
that I came into Asia, after what manner I have been 

19 with you throughout all the time; serving the Lord *“ on * u “ m ' 
Jesus 3 with all 4 lowliness of mind, and with many 
tears® and trials which befell me through the plotting® 

20 of the Jews. And how I kept 7 back none of those 
things which are profitable for you, but declared them 
to you, and taught you both publicly and from house * 

21 to house; testifying both to Jews and Gentiles their® 
need of repentance towards God, and faith in our 

22 Lord Jesus Christ. And now as for me, 10 behold I 
o to Jerusalem 11 in spirit foredoomed to chains ; yet 

know not the things which shall befall me there, 

23 save that in every city 12 the Holy Spirit gives the 
same testimony, that bonds and afflictions abide me. 

24 But none of these things move me, 13 neither count I 
my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 
course with joy, 14 and the ministry which I received 

MHSlafTrom Labordc. The two con¬ 
spicuous features are the great theatre 
and the windings of the Mieander to¬ 
wards the sea. 

1 * Brethren ’ is found here in the 
Uncial Manuscript i> (Codex Beztc) and 
in some early versions; and we have 
adopted it, because it is nearly certain 
that St. Paul would not have begun his 
address abruptly without some such 
word. Compare all his other recorded 
speeches in the Acts. 

* * Te yourselves,’ emphatic. 

* ‘The Lord,’ os Col. iii. 24. With 
this self-commendation Tholuck com¬ 
pares 1 These, ii. 10, and 2 Cor. vi. 3, 

4. See note on verse 33 below. ‘ Fe¬ 
lix,’ says Bengel, ‘qui sic exordiri 
potest conscientiam auditorum tes- 
tando.’ 

* ‘ All.' Tboluck remarks on the 
characteristic use of * all ’ in St. Paul’s 
Epistles. 

4 ‘ Tears.’ Compare 2 Cor. ii. 4, and 
PhiL iii. 18. 

* ‘Platting of J sirs.' Compare 1 
Cor. xv. 81. 

7 * Kept back nothing.’ Compare 2 
Oor. Iv. 2, and 1 These, ii. 4. 

* 1 Hanna to Hanot.’ Compare 1 

PP 


These, ii. 11. 

* Observe that the definite article is 
used here. TiIK. repentanee (which they 
ought to have) towards God, 4c. 

Sec next note. 

11 The order of the words, according 
to the true reading, gives tins turn to 
the passage. St. Paul was ‘bound,’ be. 
a prisoner in chains, hut as yet only in 
the spirit, not in laxly. This is not the 
Holy Spirit, from which it is distin¬ 
guished bv the addition of ‘ Holy’ ill 
the verse below. This explanation of 
the passage (which agrees with that 
of Grotius and Chrysostom) seems the 
natural one, in spite of the objections 
of De Wette and others. 

11 Wehavctwoexamplcsofthisafter- 

wards, namely, at Tyre (Acts xxi. 4) 
and at Ccesarea (Acts xxi. 10, 11). 
And from the present passage we learn 
that such warnings had been given m 
many places during this journey. St. 
Paul’s own anticipations of danger ap¬ 
pear Rom. xv. 31. 

** The reading adopted by Tischen- 
dorf here, though shorter, is the same 
in sense. _ „ 

14 Compare 2 Tim. iv. 7 and PhiL IL 
16. See the remarks which hare been 
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from the Lord Jesus to testify the Glad-tidings of the 
grace of God. 

< His farewell And now, behold I know that ye all, 1 among whom xx. 
warning. j have gone from city to city, proclaiming the king¬ 
dom of God, shall seo my face no more. Wherefore 26 
I take you to witness this day, that I am clear from 
the blood 2 of all. For I have not shunned to declare 27 
unto you all the counsel of God. Take heed, therefore, 28 
unto yourselves, and to all the flock in which the 
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 3 to feed the 
Church of God, 4 which He purchased with His own 
blood. For this I know, that after my departure, 29 
grievous wolves shall enter in among you, who will 
not spare the flock. And from your own selves will 30 
men arise speaking perverted words, that they may 
draw away the 'disciples after themselves. 8 There -31 
fore, be watchful, and remember that for the space of 
three years 6 I ceased not to warn every one of you, 
night and day, with tears. 7 

And 8 now, brethren, I commend you to God, and 32 
:iont° to the word of His grace ; even to Him who is able 
normion tef to build you up and to give you an inheritance among 
exertion" all them that are sanctified. When I was with you,' 1 33 


made in the early part of this chapter 
on this favourite metaphor of St. Paul, 
especially p. 538, n. 1. [ See also p. 140, 
n. 6. H.] 

1 This ‘all’ includes not only the 
Ephesian presbyters, but also the breth¬ 
ren from Macedonia. (See Acts xx. 4.) 
The 1 gone’ is, literally, ‘ gone through.' 
With regard to the* expectation ex¬ 
pressed by St. Paul, it must be regarded 
as a human inference from the danger 
which he knew to be before him. If 
(as we think) he was liberated after his 
first imprisonment at Koine, he did see 
some of his present audience again. 
Tholuck compares Phil. i. 20, 25, and 
ii. 24. 

* See xviii. 6. ‘ Your blood be upon 
your own heads: I am clean.’ 

3 ’Emfficoirovs. It is scarcely neces¬ 
sary to remark, that in the rfew Tes¬ 
tament the words iiriVicoiros and vpe<r- 
are convertible. Compare 
verse 17 and Tit. i. 5, 7, and see p. 
840. Tholuck remarks that this refer¬ 
ence to the Holy Spirit as the author of 
church government is in exact accord¬ 
ance with 1 Cor. xii. 8, 11, and 28. 

* We have retained the T. E. here 
since the MSS. and Fathers are divided 
’’•tween the readings ‘ God ’ and * Lord.’ 


At the same time we must acknow¬ 
ledge that the balance of autATintV is 
rather in favour of 1 Lord.’ A very 
candid and able outline of the evidence 
on each side of the quest ion is given by 
Mr. Humphry. Tlic sentiment exactly 
agrees with 1 Cor. vi. 20. 

5 We read ‘themselves’ with Lach- 
mann on the authority of some of the 
best MSS. 

e This space of three years may either 
be used (in the Jewish mode of reckon¬ 
ing) for the two years and upwards 
which St. Paul spent at Ephesus ; or, 
if we suppose him to speak to the Mace¬ 
donians and Cbrinthians also (who were 
present), it may refer to the whole time 
(about three years and a half), since 
he came to reside at Ephesus iu the 
autumn of 54 a.d. 

7 See p. 553, n. 5. We have much 
satisfaction in referring here to the 
second of A. Monod’s recently published 
sermons. ( Saint Paul , Cinq Discours. 
Paris, 1851.) 

8 This conclusion reminds us of that 
of the letter to the Romans so recently 
written. Compare Eom. xvi. 25. 

9 This is the force of the aorist, un¬ 
less we prefer to suppose it used (as 
often by St. Paul) for a perfect. 
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xx.] Cos. 

3 * I coveted no man’s silver or gold, or raiment. Yea, 
ye know yourselves, 1 that these hands ministered to 
my necessities, and to those who were with me.* 
34 And all this I did for your example ; to teach you 
that so labouring ye ought to support the helpless, 8 
and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how 
He said, ‘ It is moub blessed to give than to hk- 

CEIVE.’ 


The close of this speecli was followed by a solemn act of united 
supplication (Acts xx. 30). St. Paul knelt down on the shore with 
all those who had listened to him, and offered up a prayer to that 
God who was founding His Church in the midst of difficulties 
apparently insuperable; and then followed an outbreak of natural 
grief, which evjen Christian faith and resignation were not able to 
restrain. They fell on the Apostle’s neck and clung to him, and 
kissed him again and again,' sorrowing most because of his own 
foreboding announcement, that they should never behold that coun¬ 
tenance again, on which they had often gazed^ with reverence and 
love (ib. 37, 38). But no long time could be devoted to the grief 
of separation. The wind was fair," and the vessel must depart. 
They accompanied the Apostle to the edge of the water (ib. 38). 7 
The Christian brethren were torn away from the embrace of their 
friends and the ship sailed out into the open sea, while the pres¬ 
byters prepared for their weary and melancholy return to Ephesus. 

The narrative of the voyage is now resumed in detail. It is quite 
ele»o» 9 »from St. Luke’s mode of expression, that the vessel sailed 
from Miletus on the day of the interview. With a fair wind she 
would easily run down to Cos in the course of the same afternoon. 
The distance is about forty nautical miles; the direction is duo 
south. The phrase used implies a straight course and a fair wind, 8 
and we conclude, from the well-known phenomena of the Levant, 
that the wind was north-westerly, which is the prevalent direction 
in those seas. 10 With this wind the vessel would make her passage 


1 This wav of appealing to the recol¬ 
lection of his converts in proof of his 
disinterestedness is highly character¬ 
istic of St. Paul. Compare 1 These, ii. 
6-11, 2 Thcss. iii. 7 S 9, 1 Cqj\ ix. 
4-16, 2 Cor. xii. 14, &e. 

2 This mention of his companions and 
attendants is characteristic. St. Paul 
seems always to have been accompanied 
by a hand of disciples, who heljiefi him 
in the discharge of the many duties in 
which he was involved by 4 "the care of 
all the churches.’ Compare Gal. i. 2, 
fer the expression. 

3 ‘The weak,’ i.e. the poor. This in¬ 
terpretation is defended by Chrysostom, 
ana confirmed by Aristophanes, quoted 
by Wetstein, The interpretation of 
Calvin (who takes it as the weak in 
faith'), which is supported by Neander 


and others, seems hardly consistent 
with the context. 

4 The Greek verb (ver. 37) is in the 
imperfect. 

‘ Gaze on hie face,' ver. 38. The 
expression is stronger than that used 
by St. Paul himself, ver. 25. 

" See below. 

7 Prof. Hackett notices how the 
phrase, they accompanied him to the 
chip, suits the place, which hail then a 
long level between the town and tlio 
anchorage. 

8 The English translation of xxi. 1, 

‘ gotten from them ’ is too weak. 

8 They ran before the wind, xxi. 1. 
See what has been said before on this 
nautical phrase, p. 219. 

10 For what relates to this prevalent 
wind, see below. 
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from Miletus to Cos in six hours, passing the shores of Caria,cwith 
the high summits of Mount Latmus on the left, and with groups of 
small islands (among which Patmos (Rev. i. 91 would be seen at 
times') studding the sea on the right. Cos is an island about 
twenty-three miles in length, extending from south-wost to north¬ 
east, and separated by a narrow channel from the mainland. 3 But 
we should rather conceive the town to be referred to, which lay at 
the eastern extremity of the island. It is described by the ancients 
as a‘beautiful and well-built city: and it was surrounded with for¬ 
tifications erected by AlcibiadeB towards the close of the Pelopon¬ 
nesian war. Its symmetry had beep injured by an earthquake, and 
the restoration had not yet been effected; but the productiveness 
of the island to which it belonged, and its position in the Levant, 
made the city a place of no little consequence. The wine and the 
textile fabrics of Cos were well known among the imports of Italy. 
Even now no harbour is more frequented by the merchant vessels 
of the Levant. 3 The roadstead is sheltered by nature from all 
winds except the north-east, and the inner harbour was not then, as 
it is now, an unhealthy lagoon. 1 Moreover, Claudius had recently 
bestowed peculiar privileges on the city. 5 Another circumstance 
made it the resort of many strangers, and gave it additional renown. 
It was the seat of the medical school traditionally connected with 
JEsculapius; and the temple of the god of healing was crowded with 
votive models, so as to become in effect a museum of anatomy and 
pathology. 6 The Christian physician St. Luke, who knew these 
coasts so well, could hardly be ignorant of the scientific and reli¬ 
gious celebrity of Cos. We can imagine the thankfulness with 
which he would reflect—as the vessel lay at anchor off the c i t y cf 
Hippocrates—that he had been emancipated from the bonds of 
superstition, without becoming a victim to that scepticism which 
often succeeds it, especially in minds familiar with the science of 
physical phenomena. 7 

On leaving the anchorage of Cos, the vessel would have to pro¬ 
ceed through the channel which lies between the southern shore of 
the island and that tongue of the mainland which terminates in the 


' Dr. Clarke describes a magnificent 
evening, with the sun setting behind 
Patmos, which he saw on the voyage 
from Samos to Cos. 

* This is to be distinguished from the 
channel mentioned below, between the 
eouthem Bide of Cos and Cape Crio. 

3 ‘ No place in the Archipelago is 
more frequented by merchant vessels 
than this port.’—Purdy, p. 116. 

4 See the description of the town and 
anchorage in Purdy:—‘The town is 
sheltered from westerly winds by very 
high mountains,’ p. 114. ‘ Tire road is 
good in all winds except the E.N.E.,’ 
p. 116. A view of the modern city of 
Cos from the anchorage, at well as the 
present soundings, and the traces of the 
ancient port, is given in the Admiralty 
Chart, No. 1660. 


5 Tac. Ann. xii. 61. 

6 See p. 241, n. 5. Perhaps the 
fullest account of Cos is that given 
by Dr. Clarke, vol. li. pp. 196-213, 
and again after his Teturn from Egypt, 
vol. iii. pp. 321-329. He describes 
the celebrated plane-tree, and from this 
island he brought the altar which is now 
in the Public Library at Cambridge. 
We may refer also to a paper on Cos 
by Col." Leake in the second vol. of 
the TVanmctions of the Royal Society 
of Literature. See Smith’s Diet, of 
Geog. 

7 If we attached any importance to 
the tradition which represents St. Luke 
as a painter, we might add that Cos 
was the birthplace of Apelles as well 
as of Hippocrates. 
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Point of Cnidus. If the wind continued in the north-west, the 
vessel would be able to hold a straight course from Cos to Cape Crifc 
(for such is the modern name of the promontory of Triopium, on 
which Cnidus was built), and after rounding the point she would 
run clear before the wind all the way to Rhodes.' Another of St. 
Paul’s voyages will lead us to make mention of Cnidus.’ We shall, 
therefore, only say, that the extremity of the promontory descends 
with a perpendicular precipice to the sea, and that this high rock is 
separated by a level space from, the main, so that, at a distance, it 
appears like one of the numerous islands on the coast. 3 Its history, 
as well as its appearance, was well impressed on the mind of the 
Greek navigator of old; for it was the scene of Conon’s victory : 
and the memory of their great admiral made the south-western cor¬ 
ner of the Asiatic peninsula to the Athenians what the south-western 
corner of Spain is to us,* through the memories of St. Vincent and 
Trafalgar. * 

We have supposed St. Paul’s vessel to have rounded Cape Crio, 
to have left the western shore of Asia Minor, and to be proceeding 
along the southern shore. The current between Rhodes and the 
main runs strongly to the westward : 4 but the north-westerly wind 5 
would soon carry the vessel through the space of fifty miles to the 
northern extremity of the island, where its famous and beautiful city 
was built. 

Until the building of its metropolis, the name of this island was 
comparatively unknown. But from the time when the inhabitants 

•** SsT shall return again to the sub- vnnt, which blow constantly during the 
ject of the north-westerly winds which summer, and give to the climate of 
prevail during the tine season in the Greece so advantageous a temperature. 
Archipelago, and especially in the At this season, the greatest part of the 
neighbourhood of Khodes. For the Mediterranean, but particularly the 
present the following authorities may eastern half, including the Adriatic 
suffice. Speaking of Khodes, Dr. Clarke and Archipelago, are subject to N.W. 
says (vol. li. p. 223), ‘The winds are winds. . . . When the sun, on ad- 

liable to little variation; they are N. or vancing from the north, has begun to 
N.W. during almost every month, but rarefy the atmosphere of southern Eu- 
these winds blow with great violence: ’ rope, the Etesiafts of spring commence 
and again, p. 230, ‘ A N. wind has pre- in the Mediterranean Sea. These blow 
vailed from the time of our leaving the in Italy during March and April.’ In 
Dardanelles.’ Again (vol. iii. n. 378), Purdy’s Sailing Directory, p. 122, it is 
in the same seas he speaks of a gale said of the neighbourhood of Smyrna 
from the N.W.:—‘ It ts surprising for and Ephesus: ‘The northerly winds 
what a length of time, and how often, hereabout continue all the summer, and 
the N.W. rages in the 5 .rcInpelago. It sometimes blow with unremitting vio- 
prevails almost unceasingly through the lence for several weeks.’ See again 
greater part of the year,’ p. 380. And what Admiral Beaufort says of the 
m a note he adds, ‘ Mr. Spencer Smith, N.W. wind at Patara. 
brother of Sir Sidney Smith, informed * See Acts xxvii. 7. 
the author that he was an entire month 3 In the Admiralty Chart of the gulf 
employed in endeavouring to effect a paa- of Cos, dec. (No. 1604), a very good 
a age from Shades to Stanchio [ Cos]: view of Cape Crio is given. We shall 
the A IP. mind prevailed all the lime speak of Cfidus more fully hereafter. 
with s«c h force that the vessel in which Meantime we may refer to a view in 
he tailed could not double Cape Crio.' Laborde, which gives an admirable re- 
We find the followingin Norie’s Sailing presentation of the passage between 
Directory,p. 127:—‘The Etesian winda, Cos and Cape Crio. 
which blow from the N.E. and N.W. * Purdy, 

quarters, are the monsoons of the &e- 3 See abov^, 
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of the earlier towns were brought to one centre, 1 and the new city, 
fibuilt by Hippodamus (the same architect who planned the streets 
of the Piraeus), rose in the midst of its perfumed gardens and its 
amphitheatre of hills, with unity so symmetrical that it appeared 
like one house,®—Rhodes has held an illustrious place among the 
islands of the Mediterranean. From the very effect of its situation, 
lying as it did on the verge of two of the basins of that sea, it be¬ 
came the intermediate point of the eastern and western trade. 3 
Even now it is the harbour at w;hicli most vessels touch on their 
progress to and from the Archipelago.' 1 It was the point from 
which the Gi-eek geographers reckoned their parallels of latitude 
and meridians of longitude. And we may assert that no place has 
been so long renowned for ship-building, if we may refer to the 
‘ benches, and masts, and ship-boards ’ of ‘ Dodanijn and Chittim ’ 
with the feeble constructions of the modern Turkish dockyard, as 
the earliest and latest efforts* of that Rhodian skill, which was cele¬ 
brated by Pliny in the time of St. Paul. To the copious supplies 
of ship-timber were added many other physical advantages. It was 
a proverb that the sun shone every day in Rhodes : and her inha¬ 
bitants revelled in the luxuriance of the vegetation which sur¬ 
rounded them. We find this beauty and this brilliant atmosphere 
typified in her coins, on one side of which is the head of Apollo 
radiated like the sun, while the other exhibits the rose-flower, the 
conventional emblem which bore the name of tho island. 3 But the 
interest of what is merely outward fades before the moral interest 
associated with its history. If we rapidly run over its annals, we 
find something in every period, with which elevated thoughts are 
connected. The Greek period is the first,—-famous not merely for 
the great Temple of the Sun, and the Colossus, which, like the 
statue of Borromeo at Arona, seemed to stand over the city to pro¬ 
tect it,®—but far more for the supremacy of the seas, winch was 


1 Herodotus simply mentions Rhodes 
ns forming part of the Dorian confe¬ 
deracy with Cos and Cnidus. It was 
about the time of the Peloponnesian 
war that the three earlier cities of Lin¬ 
das, Ialysus, and Camirus were centra¬ 
lised in the new city of Rhodes. ‘ We 
find the Rhodian navy rising in strength 
and consequence towards the time of 
Demosthenes; ’ and, after this period, 
it ‘makes nearly as great a figure in 
history as Venice does in the annals of 
Modern Europe.’ 

* This is the phrase of Diodorus Si¬ 
culus. 

3 An interesting illustration of the 
trade of Rhodes will be found in vol. 
iii. of the Trane, of the Royal Society 
of Literature, in a papeq on some in¬ 
scribed handles of wine-vessels found 
at Alexandria. We shall refer to this 
paper again when we come to speak of 
Cnidus. 

* ‘ Vessels bound to the ports of Kn- 
raxnania, as well as to those of Syria and 


Egypt, generallv to'-.ch here for pilots 
or for intelligence.’ Heaufort. ‘The 
southern harbour is generally full of 
merchant-vessel-.’ Purdy,p.232. ‘The 
chief source of what little opulence it 
still enjoys is in the number of vessels 
which touch here on their passage from 
the Archipelago to the eastward.’ Ib. 

5 One of these coins is given in the 
larger editiouc. 

“ The Colossus was in ruins, even in 
Strabo’s time. It had been overthrown 
by an earthquake according to Poly¬ 
bius. It seems to be a popular mistake 
that this immense statue stood across 
the entrance of one of the harbours. 
The only parallel in modern times is 
the statue of San Carlo Borromeo, 
which has been alluded to before in 
reference to Athens, p. 291; and in 
height they were nearly identical, the 
latter being 106 feet, the former 106 
*(70 cubits). See the paper referred to, 
note 8, above. 



XX.] .Rhodes. 559 

employed to put down piracy, for the code of mercantile law, by 
which the commerce of later times was regulated, and for the legis¬ 
lative enactments, framed almost in the spirit of Christianity, for 
the protection of the poor. This is followed by the Roman period; 
when the faithful ally, which had aided by her naval power in sub¬ 
duing the East, was honoured by the Senate and the Emperors with 
the name and privileges of freedom ; 1 and this by the Byzantine, 
during which Christianity was established in the Levant, and the 
city of the Rhodians, as the metropolis of a province of islands, if 
no longer holding the empire of ,tlie Mediterranean, was at least 
recognised as the Queen of the ^Egean. 5 During the earlier por¬ 
tion of the middle ages, while mosques were gradually taking the 
place of Byzantine churches, Rhodes was the last Christian city to 
make a stand against the advancing Saracens ; and again during 
their later portion, she reappears as a city ennobled by the deeds 
of Christian chivalry; se that, ever since the successful siege of 
Solyman the Magnificent, her fortifications and her stately harbour, 
and the houses in her streets, continue to bo the memorials of the 
Knights of St. John. Yet no point of Rhodian history ought to 
move our spirits with so much exultation as that day, when the 
vessel that conveyed St. Paul came round the low northern point* 
of the island to her moorings before the city. Wo do not know 
that he landed like other great conquerors who have visited Rhodes. 
It would not be necessary even to enter the harbour, for a safe 
anchorage would be found for the night in the open roadstead. 4 
‘ The kingdom of God cometh not with observation; ’ and the 
WjBSfc-bnvhieh was seen by the people of the city to weigh anchor in 
the morning, was probably undistinguished from the other coasting 
craft with which they were daily familiar. 

No view in the Levant is more celebrated than that from Rhodes 
towards the opposite shore of Asia Minor. The last ranges of 
Mount Taurus 6 come down in magnificent forms to the sea; and a 
long line of snowy summits is seen along the Lycian coast, while 
the sea between is often an unruffled expanse of water under a blue 
and brilliant sky. Across this expanse, and towards a harbour 
near the further edge of these Lycian mountains, the Apostle’s 
course was now directed (Acts xxi. 1). To the eastward of Mount 
Cragus,—the steep sea-front of which is known to the pilots of the 
Levant by the nanfe of tlib ‘ Seven Capes,’ 8 —the river Xanthus 


1 After the defeat of Anliochus, 
Rhodes received from the Homan Se¬ 
nate some valuable possessions on the 
mainland, including part of ('aria and 
the whole of Lycia. See what has 
been said on the province of Asia, p. 
184, comparing p. 186. These con¬ 
tinental possessions were afterwards 
withdrawn; but the Rhodians were still 
regarded as among the allies of Rome. 
They rendered valuable aid in the war 
against Mithridates, and were not. re¬ 
duced to the form of a province till the 
reign of Vespasian. 

* It was then the metropolis of the 


‘ Province of the Islands.’ 

3 Compare Purdy’s Sailing Directory 
with the Admiralty Chart (No. 1639), 
attached to which is an excellent view 
of Rhodes. 

4 See Purdy, p. 231. 

3 Compare pp. 16, ] 7. For the appear¬ 
ance of this magnificent coast on a 
nearer approach, see Dr. Clarke. For a 
description of these south-western monn- 
tains of A.fla Minor, the Travel > of 
Spratt and Forbes may be consulted. 

8 ‘ These capes (called in Italian, the 
uaual language of the pilots, vette capi) 
are the extremities of high and ragged 
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winds through a rich and magnificent valley, and past the ruins of 
an ancient city, the monuments of which, after a long concealment, 
have lately been made familiar to the British public . 1 The harbour 
of the city of Xanthus was situated a short distance from the left 
bank of the river. Patara was to Xanthus what the Piraeus was to 
Athens;* and, though this comparison might seem to convey the 
idea of an importance which never belonged to the Lycian sea-port, 
yefc ruins still remain to show that it was once a place of some 
magnitude and splendour. The bay, into which the river Xanthus 
flowed, is now a ‘desert of moving sand,’ which is blown by the 
westerly wind into ridges along the shore, and is gradually hiding 
the remains of the ancient city ; 3 but a triple archway and a vast 
theatre have been described by travellers . 4 Some have even thought 
that they have discovered the seat of the oracle of Apollo, who 
was worshipped here, as his sister Diana was worshipped at Ephesus 
or Perga : 5 and the city-walls can be traced among the sand-hills 
with the castle 8 that commanded the harbour. In the war against 
Antiochus, this harbour was protected by a sudden storm from the 
Roman fleet, when Livius sailed from Rhodes . 7 Now we find the 

mountains, occupying a space of ten bability, by Admiral Beaufort, to have 
miles.’—Purdy, p. 23(>. been the seat of the oracle of Apollo 

1 The allusion is of course to the Patareus. The stones of which the 
Xanthian room in the British Museum, column is built arc displaced from each 

* Thus Appian speaks of Patara as other in a singular manner, as if by the 

the port of Xanthus, B. C. iv. 81. In revolving motion of an earthquake. A 
the following chapter ho says that fine group of palm trees rises among 
Andriace had the same relation to the ruins, and the aspect of the city 
Myra (Acts xxvii. 5.) when it was flourishing must Imre been 

* Admiral Beaufort was the first to very beautiful. Now its port is an in¬ 
describe Patara. Karainania, chap. i. land marsh, generating poisonous ma¬ 
lt was also visited by the Oilettunti laria; and the mariner sailing along 
Society. It is described by Sir C. Pel- the coast would never guess that the 
lows, both in bis Lycia and bis Asia sand-hills before him blocked up the 
Minor. I11 the Travels of Spratt and harbourintowhiehSt.Paulsailedofold.’ 
Forbes the destruction of the harbour 4 A drawing of the gateway is given 
and the great increase of sand are at- by Beaufort, p. 1. Views of the theatre, 
trlbuted to the rising of the coast. The &c. of Patara will be found in the first 
following passage is transcribed at volume of the Ionian Antiquities, pub- 
length from this work:—‘ A day was lished by the Dilettanti Society, 
devoted to an excursion to Patara, 5 See pp. 127, 128, 422, &e. The 
which lies on the coast at some dis- coins of Patara show the ascendency 
tance from the left bank of the river, of Apollo in tho district. One is given 
about ten miles from Xanthus. We in the larger editions. 

rode along the river-side to the sand- 8 Beaufort, p. 3. 
hills, passing large straw-thatched vil- 7 The Koman fleet had followed 
lages of gipsies on the way, and then nearly the same course as the Apostle 
crossed the sand-hills to the sea-side, from ’ the neighbourhood of Ephesus, 

. . . . At Patara is the triple arch which the following places being mentioned 
formed the gate of the city, the baths,' in order, Miletus, Cnidus, Cos, Rhodes, 
and the theatre, admirably described Patara. Liv. xxxvii. 1(1. We may add 
long ago by Captain Beaufort. The unother illustration from Roman his- 
latter is scooped out of the side of a hill, tory, in Pompey’s voyage, where the 
and is remarkable for the completeness same places are mentioned in a similar 
of the proscenium and the Steepness and order. After describing his departure 
narrowness of the marble seats. Above from Mitytene, and his passing by Asia 
it is the singular pit excavated on the and Chios, Lucan proceeds to enume- 
summit of the same hill, with its central rate Ephesus, Cos, Cnidtis, and Rhodes. 
square column, conjectured, with pro- Phurs. viii. 
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Apostle Paul entering it with a fair wind, after a short sail from the 
same island. 

It seems that the vessel in which St. Paul had been hitherto sail¬ 
ing either finished its voyage at Patara, or was proceeding further 
eastward along the southern coast of Asia Minor, and not to the 
ports of Phoenicia. St. Paul could not know in advance whether it 
would be ‘ possible ’ for him to arrive in Palestine in time for P*n- 
tecost (xx. 16) ; but an opportunity presented itself unexpectedly 
at Patara. Providential circumstances conspired with his own con¬ 
victions to forward his journey, notwithstanding the discouragement 
which the fears of others had thrown across his path. In the har¬ 
bour of Patara they found a vessel which was on the point of cross¬ 
ing the open sea to Phoenicia (xxi. 2). They went on board without 
a moment’s delay ; and it seems evident, from the mode of expres¬ 
sion, that they ’sailed tli£ very day ot their arrival. 1 Since the 
voyage lay across the open sea, 2 with no shoals or rocks to be 
dreaded, and since the north-westerly winds often blow steadily 
for several days in the Levant during spring, 3 there could be no 
reason why the vessel should not weigh anchor in the evening, and 
sail through the night. 4 

We have now to think of St. Paid as no longer passing through 
narrow channels, or coasting along in the shadow of great moun¬ 
tains, but as sailing continuously through the midnight hours, with 
a prosperous breeze filling the canvas, and the waves curling and 
sounding round the bows of the vessel. There is a peculiar fresh¬ 
ness arid cheerfulness in the prosecution of a prosperous voyage 
with a fair wind by night. The sailors on the watch, and the pas¬ 
sengers also, feel it, and the feeling is often expressed in songs or 
in long-continued conversation. Such cheerfulness might bo felt 
by the Apostle and his companions, not without thankfulness to 
that God ‘ who giveth songs in the night ’ (Job xxxv. 10), and who 
hearkeneth to those who fear Him, and speak often to one another, 
and think upon His name (Mai. iii. 16). If we remember, too, that 
a month had now elapsed since the moon was shining on the snows 
of Hsemus,"’ and that the full moonlight would now be resting on 
the great sail 0 of the ship, we are not without an expressive ima¬ 
gery, which we may allowably throw round the Apostle’s progress 
over the waters between Patara and Tyre. 

The distance between these two points is three hundred and forty 
geographical miles ; and if we bear in mind (what has been men¬ 
tioned more than once) that the north-westerly winds in April often 
blow like monsoons in the Levant, and that the rig of ancient 
sailing vessels was peculiarly favourable to a quick run before the 
wind, 7 we come at once to the conclusion that the voyage might 

* This is shown not only by the ex- 4 For this and other points connected 
pression * we went aboard,’ but by the with the navigation of the ancients, we 
omission of any phrase for ‘next day,’ must refer to Chap. XXIII. 

such as we find in xx. 15. 5 See above, *p. 542. 

* It is said that the ship was on the ® See Smith’s Voyage and Shipwreck, 
point of sailing over or ‘ crosring’ to p. 151. 

Phoenicia. 7 Smith, p. 180 

* See above, p. 657. 
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easily be accomplished in forty-eight hours.’ Everything in St. 
Luke’s account gives a strong impression that the weather was in 
the highest degree favourable ; and there is one picturesque phrase 
employed by the narrator, which sets vividly before us some of the 
phenomena of a rapid voyage. 3 That which is said in the English 
version concerning the ‘ discovering ’ of Cyprus, and ‘ leaving it 
on the left hand,’ is, in the original, a nautical expression, implying 
that the land appeared to rise quickly, 3 as they sailed past it to the 
southward. 4 It would be in the course of the second day (probably 
in the evening) that ‘ the high blue eastern land appeared. ’ The 
highest mountain of Cyprus is a rounded summit, and there would 
be snow upon it at that season of the year. 3 After the second 
night, the first land in sight would be the high range of Lebanon 0 
in Syria (xxi. 3), and they would easily arrive at Tyre before the 
evening. 

So much has been written concerning the past history and present 
condition of Tyre, that these subjects are familiar to every reader, 
and it is unnecessary to dwell upon them here." When St. Paul 
came to this city, it was neither in the glorious state described in 
the prophecies of Ezekiel and Isaiah, 8 when ‘ its merchants were 
princes, and its traffickers the honourable of the earth,’ nor in the 
abject desolation in which it now fulfils those prophecies, being 
‘ a place to spread nets upon,’ and showing only the traces of its 
maritime supremacy in its ruined mole, and a port hardly deep 
enough for boats. 0 It was in the condition in which it had been left 
by the successors of Alexander,—-the island, which once held the 
city, being joined to the mainland by a causeway,—with aTTarbUur 
on the north, and another on the south. 10 In honour of its ancient 


1 i.e. the rate would l>e rather more 
than seven knots nn hour. The writer 
once asked the captain of a vessel en¬ 
gaged in the Mediterranean trade, how 
long it would take to sail with a fair 
wind from the Seven Capes to Tyre} 
and the answer was, ‘ About thirty 
hours, or perhaps it would be safer to 
say forty-eight.’ Now, vessels rigged 
lilte those of the ancients, with one 
large mainsail, would run before the 
wind more quickly than ou^own mer¬ 
chantmen. Those who have sailed be¬ 
fore the monsoons in the China seas 
have seen junks (which are rigged in 
this respect like Greek and Homan 
merchantmen) behind them in the ho¬ 
rizon in the morning, and before them 
in the horizon in the evening. 

* The word, in reference to sea-voy¬ 
ages, means ‘ to see land, to bring land 
into view,’ by a similar figure of speech 
to that in which our tailors speak of 
‘ making land.’ So 1 aperire' is used 
in Latin, and ‘ open’ by our own sailors. 
The grammatical construction in the 
Greek is peculiar; but confusions of 
grammar are common in the language 


of sailors. Tims nn English seaman 
speaks of * rising the land,’ which is 
exactly what is meant here. 

3 Mr. Smith says in a MS. note: 
‘ The term indicates both the rapid ap¬ 
proach to land, and that it was seen at 
a distance by daylight..’ 

4 We shall hereafter point out the 
contrast between this voyage and that 
which is mentioned afterwards in Acts 
xxnii. 4. 

3 The island is traversed by two 
chains running nearly east and west, 
and they are covered with snow in win¬ 
ter. Norie, p. 144. The writer has 
been informed by Captain Graves, R.N., 
that the highest part is of a rounded 
form. 

0 Compare pp. 17, 44. 

7 One of the fullest accounts of Tyre 
will be found in Dr. Robinson’s third 
volume. 

9 Ezek. xxvi. xxvii., Isa. xxiii. 

* Sailing Directory , p. 259. 

10 Old Tyre was destroyed. New 
Tyre was built on a small island, sepa¬ 
rated by a very narrow channel from 
the mainland, with which it was united 
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greatness, the Romans gave it the name of a free city; 1 and it 
still commanded some commerce, for its manufactures of glass and 1 
purple were not yet decayed,* and the narrow belt of the Phoeni¬ 
cian coast between the mountains and the sea required that the 
food for its population should be partly brought from without.® It 
is allowable to conjecture that the ship, which we have just seen 
crossing from Patara, may have brought grain from the Black Sen, 
or wine from the Archipelago, 4 —with the purpose of taking on from 
Tyre a cargo of Phoenician manufactures. We know that, whatever 
were the goods she brought, they were unladed at Tyre (ver. 3), and 
that the vessel was afterwards to proceed 5 to Ptolemais (ver. 7). For 
this task of unlading some days would be required. She would bo 
taken into the inner dock ; 6 and St. Paul had thus some time at his 
disposal, which hp could spend in the active service of his Master. 
He and his companions lost no time in ‘ seeking out the disciples. ’ 

It is probable that the Christians at Tyre were not numerous; 1 
but a Church had existed there ever since the dispersion consequent 
upon the death of Stephen (pp. 66, 97), and St. Paul had him¬ 
self visited it, if not on his mission of charity from Antioch to 
Jerusalem (p. 106), yet doubtless on his way to the Council 
(p. 167). There were not only disciples at Tyre, but prophets. 
Some of those who had the prophetical power foresaw the danger 
which was hanging over St. Paul, and endeavoured to persuade 
him to desist from his purpose of going to Jerusalem. We boo that 
different views of duty might be taken by those who had the same 
spjjituaJJenowledge, though that knowledge were supernatural. St. 
Paul looked on the coming danger from a higher point. What to 
others was an overwhelming darkness, to him appeared only as a 
passing storm. And he resolved to face it, in the faith that He who 
had protected him hitherto, would still give him shelter and 
safety. 

The time spent at Tyre in unlading the vessel, and probably 
taking in a new cargo, and possibly, also, waiting for a fair wind, 8 

by a dam in Alexander’s siege ; and in the same vessel to Ptolemais, partly 
thenceforward Tyre was on & peninsula, because the phrase in ver. (i means ‘ we 
1 For the general notion of a free went on board the ship,’ and partly 
city ( libera civitas ) under the Km pi re, because it is not said that the vessel 
see p. 257. Tyre seems to have been was bound for Tyre, but simply that 
honoured, like Athens, for the sake of she was to unlade there, 
the past. 6 Scylax mentions a harbour within 

1 For the manufactures of Tyre at a the walls, 
much later period, see p. 168, n. 2. 7 ‘Having sought out the disciples' 

® The dependence of Phoenicia on is the literal translation. Some search 
other countries for grain is alluded to was required before the Christians were 
in Acts xii. 20. (See p. 105, n. 11.) found. Perhaps the first inquiries would 
4 For the wine trade of the Archi- be made at the synagogue. [See p. 802, 
pelago, see what has been said in refer- note.! For a notice of the Jews at 
ence to Rhodes. We need not suppose Tyre in later times, we may again refer 
that the vessel bound for Phoenicia to n. 168, n. 2. 

railed in the first instance from Patara. 8 These suppositions, however, are 
St. Paul afterwards fonnd a westward- not necessary; for the work of taking 
bound Alexandrian ship in one of the the cargo from the hold of a merchant 
harbours of Lycia. Acts xxvii. 5, 6. vessel might easily occupy six or seven 
* We infer that St. Paul proceeded days. 
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was ‘seven days/ including a Sunday. 1 St. Paul ‘broke bread’ 
with the disciples, and discoursed as he had done at Troas (p. 214); 
and the week days, too, would afford many precious opportunities 
for confirming those who were already Christians, and for making 
the Gospel known to others, both Jews and Gentiles. When the 
time came for the ship to sail, a scene was witnessed on the Phoeni¬ 
cian shore, like that which had made the Apostle’s departure from 
Miletus so impressive and affecting. 5 There attended him through 
the city gate, 3 as he and his companions went out to join the vessel 
now ready to receive them, all the Christians of Tyre, and even their 
‘wives and children.’ And there they knelt down and prayed to¬ 
gether on the level shore. 4 We are not to imagine here any Jewish 
place of worship, like the prosc.ucha at Philippi; 6 but simply that 
they were on their way to the ship. The last few moments were 
precious, and could not be so well employed as in praying to Him 
who alone can give true comfort and protection. The time spent in 
this prayer was soon passed. And then they tore themselves from 
each other’s embrace ; the strangers went on board, 6 and the Ty¬ 
rian believers returned home sorrowful and anxious, while the ship 
sailed southwards on her way to Ptolemais. 

There is a singular contrast in the history of those three cities on 
the Phoenician shore, which are mentioned in close succession in the 
concluding part of the narrative of this Apostolic journey. Tyre , the 
city from which St. Paul had just sailed, had been the sea-port whose 
destiny formed the burden of the sublimest prophecies in the last 
days of the Hebrew monarchy. Ocesarea, the city to which he«was 
ultimately bound, was the work of the family of Herod, and rose 
with the rise of Christianity. Both are fallen now into utter decay. 
Ptolemais, which was the intermediate stage between them, is an 
older city than either, and has outlived them both. It has never been 
withdrawn from the field of history ; and its interest has seemed 
to increase (at least in the eyes of Englishmen) with the progress 
of centuries. Under the ancient name of Acco it appears in the 
Book of Judges (i. SI) as one of the towns of the tribe of Assher. 
It was the pivot of the contests between Persia and Egypt. Not 
unknown in the Macedonian and Roman periods, it reappears with 
brilliant distinction in the eniddle ages, when the Crusaders called 
it St. Jean d’Acro. It is needless to dilude to the events which have 
fixed on this sea-fortress, more than once, the attention of our own 
generation. 7 At the particular time when the Apostle Paul visited 


1 This, however, need not. mean more 
than ‘ six days.’ Some think that by 
‘ accomplishing the days ’ is meant that 
they ‘employed the time in making 
ready for the journey,’ comparing 2 
Tim. iii. 17. [See on'ver. 15.] 

* See above, p. 55.5. 

3 The Greek expresses this more fully 
and vividly than the Elhglish. 

4 The word here used is the same as 
in Acts xxvii. 39, 40, and denotes a 
sandy or pebbly beach, as opposed to 
a rocky shore. 

3 Hammond supggses that there was 


a proseucha near the place of embarka¬ 
tion. But we need not suppose any re¬ 
ference to a Jewish place of worship 
either here or at Miletus, though it is 
interesting to bear in mind the orationes 
liltorales of the Jews. See pp. 226-228. 

6 See above, p. 563. 

7 The events at the close of the last 
century, and others still more recent. 
It is surely well that we should be 
able to associate this place with the 
Apostle of the Gentiles as much as 
with Sir Sidney Smith and Sir Charles 
Napier. 
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this placfc, it bore the name of Ptolemais, 1 —most probably given 
to it by Ptolemy Lagi, who was long in possession of this part of 
Syria, 8 —and it had recently been made a Roman colony by the 
Emperor Claudius. 3 It shared with Tyre and Sidon, 4 Antioch and 
Csesarea, the trade of the eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea. 
With a fair wind, a short day’s voyage separates it from Tyre. To 
speak in the language of our own sailors, there are thirteen miles 
from Tyre to Cape Blanco, and fifteen from thence to Capo Carmel ; 
and Acre—the ancient Ptolemais—is situated on the further extre¬ 
mity of that bay, which sweeps with a wide curvature of sand to 
the northwards, from the headland .of Carmel. 5 It is evident that 
St. Paul’s company sailed from Tyro to Ptolemais within the day. 0 
At the latter city, as at the former, there were Christian disciples, 7 
who had probably been converted at the same time and under the 
same circumstances as those of Tyre. Another opportunity was 
afforded for the salutations and encouragement of brotherly lovo ; 
but the missionary party stayed here only one day. 8 Though they 
had accomplished the voyage in abundant time to reach Jerusalem 
at Pentecost, they hastened onwards, that they might linger some 
days at Ceesarea.” 

One day’s travelling by land 10 was sufficient for this part of their 
journey. The distance is between thirty and forty miles. 11 At 
Caesarea there was a Christian family, already known to us in tlio 
earlier passages of the Acts of the Apostles, with whom they were 
sure of receiving a welcome. The last time we made mention of 
Philip the Evangelist (p. 60), was when lie was engaged in making 
the Gospel known on the road which leads southwards by Gaza 
towards 2gypt, about the time when St. Paul himself was con 
verted on the northern road, when travelling to Damascus. Now, 
after many years, the Apostle and the Evangelist are brought to¬ 
gether under one roof. On the former occasion, we saw that Cmsarea 
was the place where the labours of Philip on that journey ended. 17 
Thenceforward it became his residence if his life was stationary, 
or it was the centre from which he made other missionary circuits 


1 So it is called in 1 Macc. v. 15, x. 

1 , &c. 

2 See his life in Smith’s Dictionary of 
Biography. 

3 Pliny, v. 19, 17. , • 

4 In the Acts of the Apostles, we lind 
Tyre mentioned in connection with the 
voyages of merchantmen, xxi. 3, and 
Sidon, xxvii. 3. 

5 For a nautical delineation of this 
bay, with the anchorage, Kaifa, <tc., see 
the Admiralty Chart. The travellers 
who have described the sweep of this 
bay from Carmel are so numerous, that 
they need not be specified. 

6 ver. 7. Instead of the words ‘we 
that were of Paul’s company,’ the best 
MSS. have simply ‘we,’ which seems 
to have been altered into the longer 
phrase, aa being the opening of a sepa¬ 


rate section for reading in churches. 
The meaning of what begins the 7th 
ver»e seems to be ‘ thus accomplishing 
our voyage.’ The rest of the journey 
was by land. 

7 Iioth here and in ver. 4 the Greek 
has the definite article. 

8 ver. 7. 

3 See below, ver. 10. 

10 * The next day we departed,’ ver. 8. 
We may observe, that the word used 
here is far more suitable to a departure 
by land than by sea. 

11 The Jerusalem Itinerary gives the 
distance as thirty-one miles, the stages 
being twelve, three, eight, and eight. 
The Antoninc Itinerary makes tho 
distance greater, viz. twenty-four and 

tWGOtV, 

12 Acts viii. 40. See p. G 6 , n. 5. 
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through. Judaea. 1 * He is found, at least, residing in this ciSy hy the 
sea, when St. Paul arrives in the year 58 from Achaia and Macedo¬ 
nia. His family consisted of four daughters, who were an example 
of the fulfilment of that prediction of Joel, quoted by St. Peter, 
which said that at the opening of the new dispensation, God’s Spirit 
should come on His ‘ handmaidens ’ as well as His bondsmen, and 
that the ‘daughters,’ as well as the sons, should prophesy.* The 
jjrophetic power was granted to these four women at Caesarea, who 
seem to have been living that life of single devotedness 3 which is 
commended by St. Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 
vii.), and to have exercised their gift in concert for the benefit of 
the Church. 

It is not improbable that these inspired women gave St. Paul 
some intimation of the sorrows which were hanging over him. 4 But 
soon a more explicit voice declared the very nature of the trial he 
was to expect. The stay of the Apostle at Caesarea lasted some 
days (ver. 10). He had arrived in Judaea in good time before the 
festival, and haste was now unnecessary. Thus news reached Je¬ 
rusalem of his arrival ; and a prophet named Agabus—whom we 
have seen before (p. 104) coming from the same place on a similar 
errand—went down to Caesarea, and communicated to St. Paul 
and the company of Christians by whom he was surrounded a 
clear knowledge of the impending danger. His revelation was made 
in that dramatic form which impresses the mind with a stronger 
sense of reality than mere words can do, and which was made fami¬ 
liar to the Jews of old by the practice of the Hebrew prophets. As 
Isaiah (ch. xx.) loosed the sackcloth from his loins, and put off his 
shoes from his feet, to declare how the Egyptian captives shoulS' be 
led away into Assyria naked and barefoot,—or as the girdle of Je¬ 
remiah (ch. xiii.), in its strength and its decay, was made a type of 
the people of Israel in their privilege and their fall,—Agabus, in 
like manner, using the imagery of action, 5 took the girdle of St. 
Paul, and fastened it round his own 6 hands and feet, and said, 
‘ Thus saith the Holy Ghost : So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind 
the man to whom this girdle belongs, and they shall deliver him 
into the hands of the Gentiles.’ 

The effect of this emphatic prophecy, both on Luke, Aristarchus, 
and Trophimus, 7 the companions of St. Paul’s journey, and those 


1 The term ‘ Evangelist' seems to 
have beeu almost synonymous with our 
word ‘Missionary.’ It is applied to 
Philip and to Timothy. See p. 342; 
also p. 341, n. 3. 

* Joel ii. 28, 29 j Acts ii. 17, 18. 
Compare 1 Cor. xiv. 34 ; 1 Tim. ii. 12 i 
and see p. 337. 

. 8 It is difficult not to see some em¬ 
phasis in the word ‘ virgins.’ See Matt, 
xix. 12 . 

4 Perhaps the force of ‘who did 

prophesy ’ (ver. 9) is to be found in the 

fact that they did foretell what was to 

come. The word, however, has not 


* ( 

necessarily any relation to the future. 
See p. 337. 

5 See another striking instance in 
Ezek. iv. Compare what has been said 
before in reference to the gestures of Paul 
and Barnabas when they departed from 
Antioch in Pisidia, p. 145. 

6 It would be a mistake to suppose 
that Agabus bound Paul’s hands and 
feet. Besides, Agabus says, not ‘the 
man whom I bind,’ but * the man whose 
girdle this is.’ 

7 For the companions of St. Paul at 
this moment, see p. 542, and n. 4 on 
that page. 
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Christians of Csesarea, 1 who, though they had not travelled with 
him, had learnt to love him, was very great. They wept, 2 and im¬ 
plored him not to go to Jerusalem. 3 But the Apostle himself could 
not so interpret the supernatural intimation. He was placed in a 
position of peculiar trial. A voice of authentic prophecy had been 
so uttered, that, had he been timid and wavering, it might easily 
have been construed into a warning to deter him. Nor was that 
temptation unfelt which arises from the sympathetic grief of loving 
friends. His affectionate heart was almost broken 4 when he heard 
their earnest supplications and saw the sorrow that was caused by 
the prospect of his danger; but tht mind of the Spirit had been so 
revealed to him in his own inward convictions, that ho could see 
the Divine counsel through apparent hindrances. His resolution 
was ‘ no wavering between yea and nay, but was yea in Jesus 
Christ.’ 5 6 His deliberate purpose did not falter for a moment." He 
declared that htf was 1 ready not only to be bound, but to die at 
Jerusalem for the name of*the Lord Jesus.’ And then they desisted 
from their entreaties. Their respect for the Apostle made them 
silent. They recognised the will of God in the steady purpose of 
His servant, and gave their acquiescence in those words in which 
Christian resignation is best expressed: ‘ The will of the Lord be 
done. ’ 

The time was now come for the completion of the journey. Tho 
festival was close at hand. Having mado tho arrangements that 
were necessary with regard to their luggage, 7 -' and such notices in 
Holy Scripture 8 * should receive their due attention, for they help 
to set before us all the reality of the Apostle’s journeys,—he and 
tlfe companions who had attended him from Macedonia proceeded 
to the Holy City. Some of the Christians of Caesarea went along 
with them, not merely, as it would seem, to show their respect and 
sympathy for the Apostolic companybut to secure their comfort 
on arriving, by taking him to the house of Mnason, a native of Cy¬ 
prus, who had been long ago converted to Christianity, 10 —possibly 
during the life of our Lord Himself, 1 '—and who may have been one 


1 ‘Both we and they of the place,’ 
ver. 12 . 

2 ‘ Whatmeanyetoweep,’&c. ver. 13. 

3 ver. 12 . 

4 ver. 13. 

5 2 Cor. i. See above, p. 442. 

6 This is implied in the present tense, 
ver. 14. 

7 ‘We weran made redi.’ Wiclif. 

‘We made oure selfes redy.’ Tyndalc. 

‘Wee toke up oure burthens.’ Cran- 
mer. ‘We trussed up our fardeles.’ 
Geneva. ‘ Being prepared.’ Kheims. 
The word ‘ carriage ’ in the Authorised 
Version is used as in Judg. xviii. 21, 
1 Sam. xvii. 22. Greswell sees, in the 
allusion to the baggage, some indication 
of haste; but the contrary seems rather 
implied. 

* See for instance 2 Tim. iv. 13. 


8 The frequent use of the word de¬ 
noting ‘ to conduct ’ or ‘ to accompany,' 
in the accounts of the movements of 
the Apostles and their companions, is 
worthy of observation. See Acts xv. 
3, xx. 88 ; Kom. xv. 24, &c. 

• 10 ‘An old disciple.’ TheGreek ad¬ 
jective reminds us of Acts xi. 15. 

11 He can hardly have been converted 
iw St. Paul during his journey through 
Cyprus, or St. Paul would have been 
acquainted with him, which does not 
appear to have been the case. He may 
have been converted by Barnabas. (See 
Acts xv. 39.) But he was most pro¬ 
bably one of the earliest disciples of 
Christ. As tc>the construction, see the 
article on this name in the Diet, of the 
Bible. [See p. 97, and Chap. V.] 
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ox those Cyprian Jews who first made the Gospel known to the 
Greeks at Antioch. 

Thus we have accompanied St. Paul on his last recorded journey 
to Jerusalem. It was a journey full of incident; and it is related 
more minutely than any other portion of his travels. We know all 
the places by which he passed, or at which he stayed; and we are 
able to connect them all with familiar recollections of history. We 
know, too, all the aspect of the scenery. He sailed along those 
coasts of Western Asia, and among those famous islands, the beauty 
of which is proverbial. The very time of the year is known to us. 
It was when the advancing seasbn was clothing every low shore, 
and the edge of every broken cliff, with a beautiful and refreshing 
verdure; when the winter storms had ceased to be dangerous, and 
the small vessels could ply safely in shade and sunshine between 
neighbouring ports. Even the state of the weather and the direc¬ 
tion of the wind are known. We can point to the places on the 
map where the vessel anchored for the night, 1 and trace across the 
chart the track that was followed, when the moon was full. “ Yet 
more than this. We are made fully aware of the state of the 
Apostle’s mind, and of the burdened feeling under which this jour¬ 
ney was accomplished. The expression of this feeling strikes us 
the more from its contrast with all the outward circumstances of 
the voyage. He sailed in the finest season, by the brightest coasts, 
and in the fairest weather; and yet his mind was occupied with 
forebodings of evil from first to last;—so that a peculiar shade of 
sadness is thrown over the whole narration. If this be true, we 
should expect to find some indications of this pervading sadness in 
the letters written about this time ; for we know how the deeper 
tones of feeling make themselves known in the correspondence of 
any man with his friends. Accordingly, we do find in The Epistle 
i written to the Romans shortly before leaving Corinth, a remarkable 
indication of discouragement, and almost despondency, when he 
asked the Christians at Rome to pray that, on his arrival in Jeru¬ 
salem, he might be delivered from the Jews who hated him, and be 
well received by those Christians who disregarded Iris authority. 8 
The depressing anxiety with which he thus looked forward to the 
journey would not be diminished, when the very moment of his 
departure from Corinth was beset by a Jewish plot against his life. 4 
And we find the cloud of gloom, which thus gathered at the first, 
increasing and becoming darker as we advance. At Philippi and at 
Troas, indeed, no direct intimation is given of coming calamities; 
but it is surely no fancy which sees a foreboding shadow thrown 
over that midnight meeting, where death so suddenly appeared 
among those that were assembled there with many lights in the 
upper chamber, while the Apostle seemed unable to intermit his 
discourse, as * ready to depart on the morrow. ’ For indeed at 
Miletus he said, that already ‘in every city ’ 5 the Spirit had ad- 

1 See pp. 649, 650. from the Judaising Christians, who 

8 See p. 561. v sought to depreciate his Apostolic au- 

8 Rom. xv. 31. We should remember thority. 
that he had two causes of apprehension, 4 See p. 641. 

—one arising from the Jews, who per- 4 See p. 663. 
seen ted him everywhere.—the other 
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monisfied him that bonds and imprisonment were before him. At 
Miletus it is clear that the heaviness of spirit, under which he 
started, had become a confirmed anticipation of evil. When he 
wrote to Borne, he hoped to be delivered from the danger he had* 
too much reason to fear. Now his fear predominates over hope ; 1 
and he looks forward, sadly but calmly, to some imprisonment not 
far distant. At Tyre, the first sounds that he hears on landing are 
the echo of his own thoughts. He is met by the same voicq of 
warning, and the same bitter trial for himself and his friends. At 
Ccesarea his vague forebodings of captivity are finally made decisive 
and distinct, and he has a last Struggle with the remonstrances of 
those whom he loved. Never had he gone to Jerusalem without a 
heart full of emotion,—neither in those early years, when ho came 
an enthusiastic boy from Tarsus to the school of Gamaliel,—nor on 
his return from Damascus, after the greatest change that could 
have passed ovbr an inquisitor’s mind,—nor when he went with 
Barnabas from Antioch to the Council, which was to decide an 
anxious controversy. Now he had much new experience of the 
insidious progress of error, and of the sinfulness even of the con¬ 
verted. Yet his trust in God did not depend on the faithfulness of 
man; and he went to Jerusalem calmly and resolutely, though 
doubtful of his reception among the Christian brethren, and not 
knowing what would happen on the morrow. 

' Acts xx. 23 should be closely com- fered extremely both from the antici- 
pared with Rom. xv. 30, 81. See also pation and the experience of impritoti¬ 
the note above (p. 553) on ‘ bound in metU. 
spirit.’ St. Paul seems to have suf- 
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Reception at Jerusalem.— Assembling of the Presbyters.—Advice given to 
St. Paul.— The Four Nazarites.— f;t. Paul seized at the Festival.— The 
Temple and the Garrison.— Hebrew Speech on the Stairs. — The Centurion 
and the Chief Captain.—St. Paul before the Sanhedrin.—The Pharisees 
and Sadducees.—Vision in the Castle.— Conspiracy.—St. Paul’s Nephew. 
— Letter of Claudias Lysias to Felix.— Night journey to Antipatris. — 
Caesarea. 


'When we were come to Jerusalem, the Brethren received us 
gladly.’ Such is St. Luke’s description of the welcome which met 
the Apostle of the Gentiles on his arrival in the metropolis of Ju¬ 
daism. So we shall find afterwards 1 ‘ the brethren ’ hailing his 
approach to Rome, and ‘ coming to meet him as far as Appii Forum. ’ 
Thus, wherever he went, or whatever might be the strength of hos¬ 
tility and persecution which dogged his footsteps, he found some 
Christian hearts who loved the Glad-tidings which he preached, and 
loved himself as the messenger of the Grace of God. 

The Apostle’s spirit, which was much depressed, as we have seen, 2 
by anticipations of coldness and distrust on the part of the Church 
at Jerusalem, must have been lightened by his kind reception. Hb 
seems to have spent the evening of Ms arrival with these sympa¬ 
thising brethren ; but on the morrow, a more formidable ordeal 
awaited him. He must encounter the assembled Presbyters of the 
Church ; and he might well doubt whether even the substantial 
proof of loving interest in their welfare, of which he was the bearer, 
would overcome the antipathy with which (as he was fully aware) 
too many of them regarded him. The experiment, however, must 
be tried ; for this was the very end of his coming to Jerusalem at 
all, at a time when his heart called him to Rome. 3 His purpose 
was to endeavour to set himself right with the Church of Jerusalem, 
to overcome the hostile prejudices wMeh had already so much im¬ 
peded his labours, and to endeavour, by the force of Christian love 
and forbearance, to win the hearts of those whom he regarded, in 
spite of all their weaknesses and errors, as brethren in Christ Jesus. 

* Accordingly, when the morning came, 4 the Presbyters or Elders of 
the Church were called together by James, 3 (who as we have before 
mentioned, presided over the Church of Jerusalem,) to receive Paul 
and Ms fellow-travellers, the messengers of the Gentile Churches. 


1 Acts xxviii. 15. The same expres¬ 
sion Is used in both cases. This is 
sufficient to refute the cavils which 
have been made, as though this verse 
(xxi. 17) implied unanimous cor¬ 
diality on the part of the Church at 
Jerusalem. 


* See the preceding chapter, pp. 
541, 553-555, 568, 666-669. 

* See Acts xix. 21, Rom. i. 1(1-15, 
xv. 22-29. 


4 ‘The day following,’ ver. 18, 
6 See pp. 169, 170. 
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We have already seen how carefully St. Paul had guarded himself 
from the possibility of suspicion in the administration of his trust,, 
by causing deputies to be elected by the several churches whose alms 
he bore, as joint trustees with himself of the fund collected. These 
deputies now entered together with him 1 into the assembly of the 
Elders, and the offering was presented,—a proof of love from the 
Churche. of the Gentiles to the mother Church, whence their spi¬ 
ritual blessings had been derived. 

The travellers were received with that touching symbol of brother¬ 
hood, the kiss of peace, 2 * 4 which ttas exchanged between the Chris¬ 
tians of those days on every occasion of public as well as private 
meeting. Then the main business of the assembly was commenced 
by an address from St. Paul. This was not the first occasion on 
which he had been called to take a similar part, in the same city, 
and before the same audience. Our thoughts are naturally carried 
back to the days of the ifpostolic Council, when he first declared to 
the Church of Jerusalem the Gospel which he preached among the 
Gentiles, and the great things which God had wrought thereby. 8 
The majority of the Church had then, under the influence of the 
Spirit of God, been brought over to his side, and had ratified his 
views by their decree. But the battle was not yet won, he had still 
to contend against the same foes with the same weapons. 

We are told that he now gave a detailed account' 1 of all that 
‘God had wrought among the Gentiles by his ministry ’ since he 
last parted from Jerusalem four years before. 5 The foundation of 
the great and flourishing Church of Ephesus doubtless furnished 
the mafa interest of his narrative ; but lie would also dwell on the 
progress of the several Churches in Phrygia, Galatia, and other parts 
of Asia Minor, and likewise those in Macedonia and Achaia, from 
whence he was just returned. In such a discourse, he could scarcely 
avoid touching on subjects which would excite painful feelings, and 
rouse bitter prejudice in many of his audience. He could hardly 
speak of Galatia without mentioning the attempted perversion of 
his converts there. He could not enter into the state of Corinth 
without alluding to the emissaries from Palestine, who had in¬ 
troduced confusion and strife among the Christians of that city. Yet 
we cannot doubt that St. Paul, with that graceful courtesy which 
distinguished both his writings and his speeches, softened all that 
was disagreeable, anti avoided what was personally offensive to his 
audience, and dwelt, as far as he could, on topics in which all pre¬ 
sent would agree. Accordingly we find that the majority ot the 
assembled Elders were favourably impressed by his address, and 
by the tidings which he brought of the progress of the Gospel. 
'Hie first act of the assembly was to glorify God for the wonders He 
had wrought. 6 They joined in solemn thanksgiving with one ac¬ 
cord ; and the Amen (1 Cor. xiv. 16), which followed the utterance 

1 ‘Paul with us,’ pp. 169, 170. 5 He had then endeavoured to reach 

* 80 we understand when he had Jerusalem by the feast of Pentecost 
tabued them, ver. 19. See 1 Thess. v. (Acts xviii. 21, and see Wieaeler), os 
26, and p. All, n. 3. on the present occasion. 

8 See pp. 170,171. • ver. 20. 

4 • Particularly,’ ver. 19. 
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of thanks and praise from Apostolic lips, was swelled by many 
voices. 

Thus the hope expressed by St. Paul on a former occasion, 1 
concerning the result of this visit to Jerusalem, was in a measure 
fulfilled. But beneath this superficial show of harmony there lurk¬ 
ed elements of discord, which threatened to disturb it too soon. We 
haye already had occasion to remark upon the peculiar composition 
of the Church at Jerusalem, and we have seen that a Pharisaic fac¬ 
tion was sheltered in its bosom, which continually strove to turn 
Christianity into a sect of Judaism. We have seen that this faction 
had recently sent emissaries into the Gentile Churches, and had en¬ 
deavoured to alienate the minds of St. Paul’s converts from their 
converter. These men were restless agitators, animated by the bit¬ 
terest sectarian spirit, and although they were numerically a small 
party, yet we know the power of a turbulent minority. But besides 
these Judaising zealots, there was a large proportion of the Chris¬ 
tians at Jerusalem, whose Christianity, though more sincere than 
that of those just mentioned, was yet very weak and imperfect. 
The ‘ many thousands of Jews which believed ’ had by no means all 
attained to the fulness of Christian faith. Many of them still knew 
only a Christ after the flesh,—a Saviour of Israel,—a Jewish Mes¬ 
siah. Their minds were in a state of transition between the Law 
and the Gospel, and it was of great consequence not to shock their 
prejudices too rudely, lest they should be tempted to make ship¬ 
wreck of their faith, and renounce their Christianity altogether. 
Their prejudices were most wisely consulted in things indifferent by 
St. J ames j who accommodated himself in all points to the strict Re¬ 
quirements of the Law, and thus disarmed the hostility of the Ju- 
daising bigots. He was, indeed, divinely ordained to be the Apostle 
of this transition-Church. Had its councils been less wisely guided, 
had the Gospel of St. Paul been really repudiated by the Church of 
Jerusalem, it is difficult to estimate the evil which might have re¬ 
sulted. This class of Christians was naturally very much influenced 
by the declamation of the more violent partisans of Judaism. Their 
feelings would be easily excited by an appeal to their Jewish patrio¬ 
tism. They might without difficulty be roused to fury against one 
whom they were taught to regard as a despiser of the Law, and a 
reviler of the customs of their forefathers, ^gainst St. Paul their 
dislike had been long and artfully fostered ; and they would from 
the first have looked on him perhaps with some suspicion, as not 
being, like themselves, a Hebrew of the Holy City, but only a Hel¬ 
lenist of the Dispersion. 

Such being the composition of the great body of the Church, we 
cannot doubt that the same elements were to be found amongst the 
Elders also. And this will explain the resolution to which the as¬ 
sembly came, at the close of their discussion on the matters brought 
before them. They began by calling St. Paul’s attention to the 
strength of the Judaical party among the Christians of Jerusalem. 
They told him that the majority even of the Christian Church had 
been taught to hate his very name, and to believe that he went 
about the world ‘ teaching the Jews to forsake Moses, saying that 

1 2 Cor. ix. 12. 
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they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk after 
the customs.’ They further observed that it was impossible his 
arrival should remain unknown ; his renown was too great to allow* 
him to be concealed : his public appearance in the streets of Jeru¬ 
salem would attract a crowd 1 of curious spectators, most of whom 
would be violently hostile. It was therefore of importance that he 
should do something to disarm this hostility, and to refute the ca¬ 
lumnies which had been circulated concerning him. The plan they 
recommended was, that he should take charge of four Jewish Chris¬ 
tians, a who were under a Nazar/tic vow, accompany them to tho 
Temple, and pay for them the necessary expenses attending the ter¬ 
mination of their vow. Agrippa I., not long before, had given the 
same public expression of his sympathy with the Jews, on his arri¬ 
val from Rome to take possession of his throne. 3 And what tho 
King had done /or popularity, it was felt that the Apostle might do 
for the sake of truth andepeace. His friends thought that he would 
thus, in the most public manner, exhibit himself as an observer of 
the Mosaic ceremonies, and refute the accusations of his enemies. 
They added that, by so doing, he would not countenance the errors 
of those who sought to impose tho Law upon Gentile converts ; be¬ 
cause it had been already decided by the Church of Jerusalem, that 
the ceremonial observances of tho Law were not obligatory on the 
Gentiles. 4 

It is remarkable that this conclusion is attributed expressly, in 
the Scriptural narrative, not to James (who presided over the meet¬ 
ing), but to the assembly itself. The lurking shade of distrust im¬ 
plied ir* the terms of the admonition, was certainly not shared by 
that great Apostle, who had long ago given to St. Paul the right 
hand of fellowship. We have already seen indications that, how¬ 
ever strict might be the Judaical observances of St. James, they did 
not satisfy the Judaising party at Jerusalem, who attempted, under 
the sanction of his name, 5 to teach doctrines and enforce practices 
of which he disapproved. The partisans of this faction, indeed, are 
called by St. Paul (while anticipating this very visit to Jerusalem), 

‘ the disobedient party.’ 6 It would seem that their influence was 
not unfelt in the discussion which terminated in the resolution re¬ 
corded. And though St. James acquiesced (as did St. Paul) in the 
advice given, it appears not to have originated with himself. 

The counsel, however, thdugh it may have been suggested by sus¬ 
picious prejudice, or even by designing enmity, was not in itself 
unwise. St. Paul’s great object (as we have seen) in this visit to 
Jerusalem, was to conciliate the Church of Palestine. If he could 
win over that Church to the truth, or even could avert its open 
hostility to himself, he would be doing more for the diffusion of 

1 1 A multitude,’ ver. 22. Not ‘ the have.’ 
multitude,’ nor the laity of the Church , 3 ‘ On arriving at .Jerusalem, lie of- 

aa some have imagined. Were such the fered many sacrifices of thanksgiving: 
meaning, the Greek would have had wherefore also he ordered that many 
the definite article. There seems to be of the NazArites should have their 
some doubt about the genuineness of heads shorn.’ Joseph. Ant. xix. fl. 1. 
the clause. See Tischendorf. 4 ver. 25, comparing xv. 28. 

* That these Naze rites were Chris- 8 Acts xv. See Gal. ii. 12. 

tians is evident from the words ‘ We 8 Rom. xv. 81. 
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Christianity than even by the conversion of Ephesus. Every law¬ 
ful means for such an end he was ready gladly to adopt. His own 
• principles, stated by himself in his Epistles, required this of him. 
He had recently declared that every compliance in ceremonial ob¬ 
servances should be made, rather than cast a stumbling-block in a 
brother’s way. 1 He had laid it down as his principle of action, to 
become a Jew to Jews, that he might gain the Jews ; as willingly as 
he became a Gentile to Gentiles, that he might gain the Gentiles. * 
He had given it as a rule, that no man should change his external 
observances because he became Christian ; that the Jew should 
remain a Jew in things outward. 3 Nay more, he himself observed 
the Jewish festivals, had previously countenanced his friends in the 
practice of Nazaritic vows, 4 and had circumcised Timothy, the son 
of a Jewess. So false was the charge that he had forbidden the 
Jews to circumcise their children. 3 In fact, the great doctrine of 
St. Paul concerning the worthlessness of., ceremonial observances, 
rendered him equally ready to practise as to forsake them. A mind 
so truly Catholic as his, was necessarily free from any repugnance 
to mere outward observances ; a repugnance equally superstitious 
with the formalism which clings to ritual. In his view, circumci¬ 
sion was nothing and uncircumcision was nothing ; but faith, which 
worketh by love. And this love rendered him willing to adopt the 
most burdensome ceremonies, if by so doing he could save a brother 
from stumbling. Hence he willingly complied with the advice of the 
assembly, and thereby, while he removed the prejudices of its more 
ingenuous members, doubtless exasperated the factious partisans 
who had hoped for his refusal. *■ 

Thus the meeting ended amicably, with no open manifestation of 
that hostile feeling towards St. Paul which lurked in the bosoms of 
some who were present. On the next day, which was the great feast 
of Pentecost, 0 St. Paul proceeded with the four Christian Nazarites 
to the Temple. It is necessary here to explain the nature of their 
vow, and of the office which he was to perform for them. It was 

1 Rom. xiv. inference from the decree of the Coun- 

* See 1 Cor. ix. 20. cil of Jerusalem was the uselessness of 

3 1 Cor. vii. 17-19. Such passages circumcision. The continued obser- 
are the best refutation of those who vance of the Law was of course only 
endeavour to represent the conduct here transitional. 

assigned to St. Paul as inconsistent 6 This moth*, of settling the vexed 
with his teaching. See the discussion question of the ‘ seven tlays ’ entirely 
pp. 204, 205. removes the difficulty arising out of 

4 Acts xviii. 18, which we conceive the ‘ twelve days,’ of which St. Paul 

to refer to Aquila. (See p. 394.) Put speaks (xxiv. 11) in his speech before 
many interpreters of the passage think relix. Yet it cannot be denied that 
that St. Paul himself made the vow. on reading consecutively the twenty- 
We cannot possibly assent to Mr.' Bixth and twenty-seventh verses of 
Lewin’s view, that St. Paul was still, the twenty-first chapter, it is difficult 
on his arrival at Jerusalem, under the (whether or not we identify ‘ the days 
obligation of a vow taken in conse- of purification ’ with ‘ the seven days) 
quence of his escape at Ephesus. to believe that the same day is referred 

5 It has been argues 1 that this to in each verse. Aud when we come 
charge was true, because the logical to xxiv. 11, we shall see that other 
inference from St. Paul’s doctrines was modes of reckoning the time are ad- 
the uselessness of circumcision. But missible. 

it might as well be said that the logical 
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customary among the Jews, for those who had received deliverance 
from any great peril, or who from other causes desired publicly to 
testify their dedication to God, to take upon themselves the vow of 
a Nazarite, the regulations of which are prescribed in the sixth chap¬ 
ter of the book of Numbers. 1 In that book no rule is laid down as 
to the time during which this life of ascetic rigour was to continue: 9 
but we learn from the Talmud and Josephus, J that thirty days \yas 
at least a customary period. During this time the Nazarite was 
bound to abstain from wine, and to suffer his hair to grow uncut. 
At the termination of the period,* he was bound to present himself 
in the Temple, with certain offerings, and his hair was then cut off 
and burnt upon the altar. The offerings required 1 were beyond 
the means of the very poor, and consequently it was thought an act 
of piety for a rich man 6 to pay the necessary expenses, and thus 
enable his poorer countrymen to complete their vow. St. Paul was 
far from rich ; he gained his daily bread by the work of his own 
hands ; and we may therefore naturally ask how he was able to take 
upon himself the expenses of these four Nazarites. The answer 
probably is, that the assembled Elders had requested him to apply 
to this purpose a portion of the fund which he had placed at their 
disposal. However this may be, he now made himself responsible 
for these expenses, and accompanied the Nazarites to the Temple, 
after having first performed the necessary purifications together 
with them. 6 On entering the Temple he announced to the priests 


1 * When either man or woman shall 
separate ^hemselves to vow a vow of a 
Ifazarite, to separate themselves unto 
the Lord ; he shall separate himself 
from u me and strong drink. . . . All 
the days of the vow of his separation 
there shall no razor come upon his head: 
until the days be fulfilled, in the which 
he separateth himself unto the Lord, he 
shall be holy, and shall let the locks of 
the hair of his head grow.’— Numb. vi. 
2—o. 

2 Sometimes the obligation was for 
life, as in the cases of Samson, Samuel, 
and John the Baptist. That ‘ seven 
days’ in the instance before us was the 
whole duration of the vftw, seem? im¬ 
possible, for this simple reason, that so 
short a time could produce no per¬ 
ceptible effect on the hair. Iletnsen 
makes a mistake here in referring to the 
‘seven days’ in Numb. vi. 6, which 
contemplates only the exceptional case 
of defilement in the course of the 
vow. 

3 Josephus states this after mention¬ 
ing Berenice’s vow, IVar, il. 15. 1. 

4 4 Anti this is the law of the Naza¬ 
rite, when the days of his separation are 
fulfilled : he shall be brought unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congrega¬ 
tion ; and he shall offer his offering unto 
the Lord, one he iamb of the first year 


without blemish for a burnt offering, 
and one ewe lamb of the first year with¬ 
out blemish for a sin offering, and one 
ram without blemish for peace offerings, 
and a basket of unleavened bread, cakes 
of fine Hour mingled with oil, and 
wafers of unleavened bread anointed 
with oil, and their meat offering, and 
their drink offerings. Ami the priest 
shall bring them before the Lord, and 
shall offer his sin offering and his 
burnt offering : and he shall offer the 
ram for a sacrifice of pence offerings 
unto the Lord, with the basket of un¬ 
leavened bread : the priest shall offer 
abo his meat, offering, and his drink 
offering. And the Nazarite shall shave 
the head of his separation at the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and shall take the hair of the head of 
his separation, and put it in the fire 
which is under the sacrifice of the peace 
offerings.’— Numb. vi. 13-18. 

5 Compare the case of Agrippa men¬ 
tioned above. 

6 Purify thyself with them (xxi. 24). 
when purified he went in (26), they found 
me purified (xxiv. 18). We do not agree 
with those commentators who interpret 
the first expression to mean 4 dedicate 
thyself as a Nazarite along with them.* 
We doubt whether it could bear this 
meaning. At all events, the other is by 
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that the period of the Nazaritic vow which his friends had taken was 
accomplished, and he waited 1 within the sacred enclosure till the 
necessary offerings were made for each of them, and their hair cut 
off and burnt in the sacred fire. 

He might well have hoped, by thus complying with the legal 
ceremonial, to conciliate those, at least, who were only hostile to 
hijn because they believed him hostile to their national worship. 
And, so far as the great body of the Church at Jerusalem was con¬ 
cerned, he probably succeeded. But the celebration of the festival 
had attracted multitudes to the Holy City, and the Temple was 
thronged with worshippers from every land ; and amongst these 
were some of those Asiatic Jews who had been defeated by his ar¬ 
guments in the Synagogue of Ephesus, and irritated against him 
during the last few years daily more and more, by the continual 
growth of a Christian Church in that city, formed in great part of 
converts from among the Jewish Proselytes. These men, whom a 
zealous feeling of nationality had attracted from their distant home 
to the metropolis of their faith, now beheld, where they least ex¬ 
pected to find him, the apostate Israelite, who had opposed their 
teaching and seduced their converts. An opportunity of revenge, 
which they could not have hoped for in the Gentile city where they 
dwelt, had suddenly presented itself. They sprang upon their enemy, 
and shouted while they held him fast, ‘ Men of Israel, help. This 
is the man that teacheth all men everywhere against the People and 
the Law, and this Place.’ 2 Then as the crowd rushed tumultuously 
towards the spot, they excited them yet further by accusing Paul 
of introducing Greeks into the Holy Place, which was profaned By 
the presence of a Gentile. The vast multitude which was assembled 
on the spot, and in the immediate neighbourhood, was excited to 
madness by these tidings, which spread rapidly through the crowd. 
The pilgrims who flocked at such seasons to Jerusalem were of course 
the most zealous of their nation ; very Hebrews of the Hebrews. 
We may imagine the horror and indignation which would fill their 
minds when they heard that an apostate from the faith of Israel had 
been seized in the very act of profaning the Temple at this holy 
season. A furious multitude rushed upon the Apostle ; and it was 

far the most natural and obvious, and zaritic ceremonies, we must translate, 
it, corresponds with the Septuagintal with M r. Hurrfphry—‘making it known 
use of the same verb in Numbers xix. that the days of separation which must 
12. be fulfilled ” before the offering should 

1 The obvious translation of ver. 26 be made, were in the course of coinple- 
seems to be, 4 He entered into the Tem- tion.’ 

pie, giving public notice that the days * ‘ This place, ver. 28, 4 this holy 
of purification were fulfilled [and staid placet —ib. We should compare here 
there] till the offering for each one of the accusation against Stephen, vi. 13. 
the Nazarites was brought.’ The em- . 4 He ceaseth not to speak blasphemous 
phatic force of each one should be no- words against this holy place.’ The two 
ticed. Publicity is implied in the word cases are in many respects parallel, 
for giving notice. The persons to whom We cannot but believe that Paul must 
notice was given were thd priests. have remembered Stephen, and felt as 

This interpretation harmonises with though this attack on himself were a 
Wieseler’s view of the whole subject, retribution. See below on xxii. 20. 
If we believe that several days were vet Cf. p. 68. 
to elapse before the expiration oftheNa- 
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only their reverence for the holy place which preserved him from 
being torn to pieces on the spot. They hurried him out of the sacred , 
enclosure, and assailed him with violent blowB. 1 Their next course 
might have been to stone him or to hurl him over the precipice 
into the valley below. They were already in the court of the Gen¬ 
tiles, and the heavy gates 2 which separated the inner from the outer 
enclosure were shut by the Levites,—when an unexpected interrup¬ 
tion prevented the murderous purpose. 

It becomes desirable here to give a more particular description 
than we have yet done of the Temple-area and the sanctuary which 
it enclosed. Some reference has been made to this subject in 
the account of St. Stephen’s martyrdom (p. 68), especially to 
that ‘Stone Chamber’—the Hall Gazith—where the Sanhedrin 
held their solemn conclave. Soon we shall see St. Paul himself 
summoned before this tribunal, and hear his voice in that hall where 
he had listened to the eloquence of the first martyr. But meantime 
other events came in rapid succession : for the better understanding 
of which it is well to form to ourselves a clear notion of the localities 
in which they occurred. 

The position of the Temple on the eastern side of Jerusalem, the 
relation of Mount Moriah to the ether eminences on which the city 
was built, the valley which separated it from the higher summit of 
Mount Zion, and the deeper ravine which formed a chasm between 
the whole city and the Mount of Olives,—these facts of general 
topography are too well known to require elucidation. 3 On the 
other hand, when we turn to the description of the Temple-area 
itffelf ana that which it contained, we are met with considerable 
difficulties. It does not, however, belong to our present task to 
reconcile the statements in Josephus 4 and the Talmud 3 with each 
other and with present appearances. 3 . Nor shall we attempt to trace 
the architectural changes by which the scene has been modified, in 
the long interval between the time when the Patriarch built the 
altar on Moriah for his mysterious sacrifice, 7 and our own day, 
when the same spot 8 is the ‘ wailing-place ’ of those who are his 
children after the flesh, but not yet the heirs of his faith. Keeping 
aloof from all difficult details, and withdrawing ourselves from the 
consideration of those events which have invested this hill with an 
interest unknown to p,ny otl\pr spot on the earth, we confine our- 


1 See Acts xxi. 31, 32. 

* For an account of these gates, see 
belt)#. 

3 Among the materials used in our 
account of the Temple, we may parti¬ 
cularly mention Dr. Robinson’s He- 
» earches , the memoir on Jerusalem, with 
the plan of the Ordnance Survey, pub¬ 
lished separately by Mr. G. Williams, 
and Mr. Thrupp’s Ancient Jerusalem. 

4 The two places in Josephus where 
Herod’s Temple is described at length 
are Ant. xv. 11 , and War, v. 6. See 
also Ant. xx. 9. 7. 

3 The tract Middotk (Measures') in 
the Mischna treats entirely of this .sub¬ 


ject. 

6 Mr. Tlirupp argues iu favour of 
Josephus, because of his general ac¬ 
curacy, and against Middnth, because 
the Rabbis could write only from tra¬ 
dition. 

7 Gen. xxii. 

8 See Robinson, i. 350. * It is the 

nearest point in which the JewB can 
venture to approach their ancient Tem¬ 
ple; and, fortunately for them, it is 
sheltered fronr observation bv the nar- 
rowaesa of the land and the dead walls 
around.’ It seems that the custom is 
mentioned even by Benjamin of Tudela 
in the twelfth century. 
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selves to the simple task of depicting the Temple of Herod, as it 
was when St. Paul was arrested by the infuriated Jews. 

That rocky summit, which was wide enough for the threshing-floor 
of Araunah, 1 * was levelled after David’s death, and enlarged by 
means of laborious substructions, till it presented the appearance of 
one broad uniform area. 8 On this level space the temples of Solomon 
and Zerubbabel were successively built : and in the time of the 
Apostles there were remains of the former work in the vast stones 
which formed the supporting wall on the side of the valley of Jeho- 
shaphat, 3 and of the latter in the eastern gate, which in its name and 
its appearance continued to be a monument of the Persian power. 4 
The architectural arrangements of Herod’s Temple were, in their 
general form, similar to the two which had preceded it. When we 
think of the Jewish sanctuary, whether in its earlier or later periods, 
our impulse is to imagine to ourselves some building like a syna¬ 
gogue or a church : but the first effort of'our imagination should be 
to realise the appearance of that wide open space, which is spoken 
of by the prophets as the ‘ Outer Court ’ or the ‘ Court of the Lord’s 
House and is named by Josephus the ‘ Outer Temple,’ and both 
in the Apocrypha and the Talmud, the ‘ Mountain of the House.’ 0 
That which was the 1 6 House ’ itself, or the Temple, properly so 
called, 7 was erected on the highest of a series of successive terraces, 
which rose in an isolated mass from the centre of the Court, or 
rather nearer to its north-western corner. 8 

In form the Outer Court was a square ; a strong wall enclosed it ; 
the sides corresponded to the four quarters of the heavens, and each 
was a stadium or a furlong in length. 9 Its pavement of stone u%s 
of various colours: 10 and it was surrounded by a covered colonnade, 
the roof of which was of costly cedar, and was supported on lofty 
and massive columns of the Corinthian order, and of the whitest 
marble. 11 On three sides there were two rows of columns : but on 


1 1 Chron. xxi. 18; 2 Chron. iii. 1. 

8 See the description of this work in 
Josephus, War, v. 5. 1. Ant. xv. 11. 3. 

3 The lower courses of these im¬ 
mense stones still remain, and are de¬ 
scribed by all travellers. 

4 The Shushan Gate, which had a 
sculptured representation of the city 
of Susa, and was preserved from the 
time of Zerubbabel. Middoth. That 
which is now called the Golden Gate, 
‘ a highly Ornamental double gateway 
of Roman construction,’ is doubtless on 
the same spot. 

# Exek. xl. 17 ; Jer. xix. 14, xxvi. 
2. In 2 Chron. iv. 9, it is called the 
Great Court. 

6 The term with which we are most 
familiar,—‘ The Court of the Gentiles,’ 
—is never applied to this space by 
Jewish writers. 

7 In the LXX. we find oI*<k and 

»a4t used for that which was properly 

the Temple. The expression to i«poe. 


in the N. T., is a general term, inclu¬ 
sive of tlie whole series of courts. So 
it is used by Josephus, who speaks of 
the Outer Court os the Jirst itpov, the 
outer itpar, while he uses vaos for the 
Temple itself. 

8 In Middoth it is distinctly said 
that the space from the east and south 
is greater than that from the west and 
north. 

u We do not venture to touch*the 
difficulties connected with the dimen¬ 
sion of the Temple. Josephus is in¬ 
consistent both with the Talmud and 
himself. In one of his estimates of 
the size of the whole area, the ground 
on which Antonia stood is included. 

10 War , v. 5. 2. 

11 Ant. xv. 11. 6 . He adds that the 
height of the columns was 25 cubits (V), 
and their number 162, while each co¬ 
lumn was so wide that it required 
three men with outstretched arms to 
embrace it. 
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the southern side the cloister deepened into a fourfold colonnade, 
the innermost supports of the roof being pilasters in the enclosing 
wall. About the south-eastern angle, where the valley was most 
depressed below the plateau of the Temple, we are to look for that 
‘ Porch of Solomon ’ (John x. 23, Acts iii. 11) which is familiar to us 
in the New Testament : l and under the colonnades, or on the open 
area in the midst, wore the ‘ tables of the money-changers and 
the seats of them who sold doves/ which turned that which was in¬ 
tended for a house of prayer into a ‘ house of merchandise ’ (John 
ii. 16) and ‘a den of thieves ’(Matt. xxi. 13). Free access was 
afforded into this wide enclosure by gates 2 on each of the four sides, 
one of which on the east was called the Royal Gate, and was per¬ 
haps identical with the ‘ Beautiful Gate ’ of Sacred History, 3 while 
another on the west was connected with the crowded streets of 
Mount Zion by » bridge over the intervening valley. 4 

Nearer (as we have seen) to the north-western comer than tho 
centre of the square, arose that series t>f enclosed terraces on the 
summit of which was the sanctuary. These more sacred limits were 
fenced off by a low balustrade of stone, with columns at intervals, 
on which inscriptions in Greek and Latin warned all GentileB 
against advancing beyond them on pain of death. 5 It was within 
this boundary that St. Paul was accused of having brought his 
Heathen companions. Besides this balustrade, a separation was 
formed by a flight of fourteen steps leading up to the first platform,® 
which in its western portion was a narrow terrace of fifteen feet wide 
round the walls of the innermost sanctuary,—while tho eastern por- 
tien expanded into a second court, called the Court of the Women, 7 
By this term we are not to understand that it was exclusively 
devoted to that sex, but that no women were allowed to advance 
beyond it. This court seems to have contained the treasury 3 (Mark 


1 See Joseph. A7it. xx. 9. 7. 

• The statements of Josephus and 
Middoth with regard to the gates into 
the Outer Court are absolutely irre¬ 
concilable. 

3 The Shushan Gate, mentioned 
above. 

4 The supposed remains of this bridge, 
with some of the different theories 
respecting them, have been alluded to 
before. See p ‘22, and the engraving. 

•’ Joseph. War, v. 5. 2. In the An¬ 
tiquities (xv. 11. 7) he does not say that 
the inscription was in different lan¬ 
guages, but he adds that it announced 
death as the penalty of transgression. 
A similar statement occurs in Philo. 

This fence is mentioned again by Jo¬ 
sephus in a striking passage, where 
Titus says to the Jews, after a horrible 
scene of bloodshed within the sacred 
limits: ‘ Was it not yourselves, ye 
wretches, who raised this fence before 
your sanctuary ? Was it not your¬ 
selves that set the pillars therein at in¬ 


tervals. inscribed with Greek characters 
and our characters, ami forbidding any 
one to pass the boundary ? And was 
it not we that allowed you to kill any 
one so transgri sring, though he were a 
Homan?’ War, vi. 2. 4. From this it 
appears that the Jews had fail per¬ 
mission from the Romans to kill even 
a Roman, if he went beyond the boun¬ 
dary. These inscriptions have been 
alluded to before in this work, p. 3. 

6 Witli this platform begins what is 
called ‘ the second itp'or’ by Josephus. 
For the fourteen steps see War, v. 5. 2. 
In Middoth the steps are twelve. Leav¬ 
ing aside the discordance as to num¬ 
bers. wc may remark that we arc left 
in doubt as to whether the balustrade 
was above or below the steps.. Mr. 
Thrupp places the steps within the 
harrier, p. 328* 

7 War, v. 5. 2. See Ant. xv. 11. 5. 

s In Joseph. War, v. 6. 2, we find 

« Treasuries ’ in the plural. Conipare 
vi. 6. 2. L’Empereur, who edited the 
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xii. 41, Luke xxi. 1) and various chambers, of which that at the 
south-eastern corner should be mentioned here, for there the Naza- 
rites performed their vows; 1 and the whole court was surrounded 
by a wall of its own, with gates on each side,—the easternmost of 
which was of Corinthian brass, with folding-doors and strong bolts 
and bars, requiring the force of twenty men to close them for the 
night.* We conceive that it was the closing of these doors by the 
Levites, which is so pointedly mentioned by St. Luke (Acts xxi. 
30) ; and we must suppose that St. Paul had been first seized 
within them, and was then dragged down the flight of steps into the 
Outer Court. 

The interest, then, of this particular moment is to be associated 
with the eastern entrance of the Inner from the Outer Temple. But 
to complete our description, we must now cross the Court of the 
Women to its western gate. The Holy Place and the Holy of 
Holies were still within and above the spaces we have mentioned. 
Two courts yet intervened between the court last described and the 
Holy House itself. The first was the Court of Israel, the ascent to 
which was by a flight of fifteen semicircular steps ; 3 the second, the 
Court of the Priests, separated from the former by a low balustrade. 4 
Where these spaces bordered on each other, to the south, was the 
hall Gazith, 1 the meeting-place of the Sanhedrin, partly in one 
court and partly in the other. A little further towards the north 
were all those arrangements which we are hardly able to associate 
with the thoughts of worship, but which daily reiterated in the sight 
of the Israelites that awful truth that ‘ without shedding of blood 
there is no remission,’—the rings at which the victims were slaugh¬ 
tered,—the beams and hooks from which they were suspended when 
dead,—and the marble tables at which the entrails were washed: 0 — 
here, above all, was the Altar, the very place of which has been 
plausibly identified by the bore in the sacred rock of the Moslems, 
which appears to correspond exactly with the description given in 
the Mischna of the drain and cesspool which communicated with 
the sewer that ran off into the Kedron. 7 


tract Middoth, places the treasury, or 
treasuries, in the wall of the Court of 
the Women, hut facing the Outer Court. 

1 Middoth. 

* We can hardly doubt that this is 
the gate mentioned by Josephus, War, 
vi. 5. 3. ‘ The Eastern gate, made of 
brass, and very strong, shut at night¬ 
fall with difficulty by twenty men.’ 
And this, we think, must be identical 
with that of War, v. 8. 3 : ‘ One gate 
outside the Temple, made of Corinthian 
brass.’ This again is determined to be 
the gate by which the Court of the 
Women was entered from the east, by 
Ant. xv. 11. Such is the position as¬ 
signed to the gate of Corinthian brass 
bv 1,’Empereur and Winer. Others 
(Lightfoot, J)e Wette, Williams) make 
it the lesafsWrgate of the Court of the 
Women. 


3 War, v. 5. 3, also Middoth. 

4 The information which Josephus 
gives concerning these two courts (or 
rather two parts of one court) is scanty. 
Under the Court of Israel were rooms 
for the musical instruments of the 
priests. Middoth. 

5 Middoth. Reference has been 
made before to this hall, in the nar¬ 
rative of Stephen’s trial, p. 68, n. 3. 
See below, p. 690. Rabbinical authori¬ 
ties say that the boundary line of Judah 
and lienjamin passed between Gazith 
and the Holy Place. 

* Middoth. The position of these 
rings, &c., was on the north side of 
the altar of burnt offering,—to which 
the ascent was by a gradual slope on 
the south side. 

7 This is the view of Prof. Willis. 
See Williams’ Memoir, p. 95. Bu( it 
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The House itself remains to be described. It was divided into 
three parts, the Vestibule, the Holy Place, and the Holy of Holies. 
From the Altar and the Court of the Priests to the Vestibule was 
another flight of twelve steps, the last of the successive approaches 
by which the Temple was ascended from the oast. The Vestibule 
was wider 1 than the rest of the House : its front was adorned with 
a golden vine of colossal proportions: 3 and it was separated by a 
richly-embroidered curtain or veil from the Holy Place, which crfln- 
tained the Table of Shew-bread, the Candlestick, and the Altar of 
Incense. After this was the ‘ second veil ’ (Heb. ix. 3), closing the 
access to the innermost shrine, which in the days of the Tabernacle 
had contained the golden censer and the arlc of the covenant, but 
which in Herod’s Temple was entirely empty, though still regarded 
as the ‘ Holiest of All.’ (Ib.) The interior height of the Holy Place 
and the Holy of Holies was comparatively small: but above them 
and on each side were chambers so arranged that the general ex¬ 
terior effect was that of a clerestory 3 rising above aisles : and the 
whole was surmounted with gilded spikes, 4 to prevent the birds from 
settling on the sacred roof. 

Such is a bare outline of the general plan of the Jewish Temple. 
Such was the arrangement of its parts, which could be traced as in 
a map, by those who looked down from the summit of the Mount of 
Olives, as the modern traveller looks now from the same place upon 
the mosque of Omar and its surrounding court. As seen from this 
eminence,—when the gilded front of the vestibule flashed back the 
rays of the sun, and all the courts glittered (to use the comparison 
of Josejfhus) with the whiteness of snow — while the column of 
smoke rose over all, as a perpetual token of acceptable sacrifice,— 
and worshippers were closely crowded on the eastern steps and 
terraces in front of the Holy House, and Pilgrims from all countries 
under heaven were moving through the Outer Court and flocking to 
the same point from all streets in the city,—the Temple at the time 
of a festival must have been a proud spectacle to .the religious Jew. 
It must have been with sad and incredulous wonder that the four 
Disciples heard from Him who wept over Jerusalem, that all this 
magnificence was presently to pass away. 5 None but a Jew can 
understand the passionate enthusiasm inspired by the recollections 
and the glorious appearance ^of the national Sanctuary. And none 


cannot be regarded as absolutely cer¬ 
tain. Mr. Thrupp (p. 317) objects 
that it is difficult to understand how 
so elevated a rock can be identical 
with the threshing floor of Araunah, 
which must have been levelled. He 
thinks the perforation was the secret 
passage made by Herod from Antonia. 
Joseph. Ant. xv. 11.7. The only au¬ 
thentic account of the ‘ Rock of the 
Sakrah’ is that of Mr. Catherwood, 
given in Bartlett’s Walks about Jeru¬ 
salem. See Stanley’s Sitiai and Pales¬ 
tine ,, p. 177. 

1 Josephus says that there were 
shoulders on each side. 


3 Ant. xv. 11, 3. War, v. 5. 4. 
Compare Middoth : * Vitis aurea ex- 
pnndebatur super portam templi j’ also 
Tacitus : 'Vitis aurea templo reperta.’ 
1list. v. 5. 

3 Williams, p. 97. 

4 War, V. 6. (5. Lightfoot (ch. xi.) 
thinks that the roof had pinnacles, ‘ as 
King’s Colledge Chappelle in Cam¬ 
bridge is decked in like manner, to its 
great beauby: ’ and he adds that the 
roof was noihflat, but rising in the 
middle, ‘ as King’s Colledge Chapelle 
mat' be herein a parallel also.’ 

5 Matt, xxiv. 2, 8; Mask xiii. 2, 3 : 
Luke xxi. (3. , 
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but a Jew can understand the bitter grief and deep hatred which 
grew out of the degradation in which his nation was sunk at that 
particular time. This ancient glory was now under the shadow of 
an alien power. The Sanctuary was all but trodden under foot by 
the Gentiles. The very worship was conducted under the surveil¬ 
lance of Roman soldiers. We cannot conclude this account of the 
Temple without describing the fortress which was contiguous, and 
aBnost a part of it. 

If we were to remount to the earlier history of the Temple, we 
might perhaps identify the tower of Antonia with the ‘ palace ’ of 
which we read in the book of Nehemiah (ii. 8, vii. 2). It was 
certainly the building which the Asmonean princes erected for their 
own residence under the name of Baris. 1 Afterwards rebuilt with 
greater strength and splendour by the first Herod, it was named by 
him, after his Romanising fashion, in honour of Mark Antony. 2 Its 
situation is most distinctly marked out *by Josephus, who tells us 
that it was at the north-'western ‘ corner of the Temple-area, with 
the cloisters of which it communicated by means of staircases (Acts 
xxi. 35, 40). 4 It is difficult, however, to define the exact extent of 
ground which it covered in its renewed form during the time of the 
Herods. There is good reason for believing that it extended along 
the whole northern side of the great Temple court, from the north¬ 
western corner whore it abutted on the city, to the north-eastern 
where it was suddenly stopped by the precipice which fronted the 
valley: and that the tank, which is now popularly called the Pool 
of Bethesda, was part of the fosse which protected it on the north. 5 
Though the ground on which the tower of Antonia stood 'vv’as lowtSr 
than that of the Temple itself, yet it was raised to such a height, 
that at least the south-eastern of its four turrets 6 commanded a view 
of all that went tin within the Temple, and thus both in position and 
in elevation it was in ancient Jerusalem what the Turkish governor’s 
house is now,—whence the best view is obtained over the enclosure 
of the mosque of Omar. But this is an inadequate comparison. If 
we wish to realise the influence of this fortress in reference to po¬ 
litical and religious interests, we must turn rather to that which is 
the most humiliating spectacle in Christendom, the presence of the 
Turkish troops at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, where they 
are stationed to control the fury of the Greeks and Latins at the 
most solemn festival of the Christian year. Such was the office of 
the Roman troops that were quartered at the Jewish festivals in the 

the cloisteriv* 

5 This view is ably advocated by Bn 
Robinson, in his account of Antonia 
( Hex. 1 . pp. 431-436), and as Mr. 
Williams remarks (Memoir, p. 100), 
this reservoir (the Birket-larael) may 
still be the Bethesda of the Gospel. 
See a confirmation of Dr. Robinson’s 
hypothesis, from the observations of 
Mr. Walcott, Bib. Sac. I. p. 20. 

6 It had four Smaller rowers rising 
from its angles, like the Tower of 
London, save that that on the S.E. was 
higher than the others. War, v. 6. 8. 


1 Joseph. Ant. xv. 11. 4. 

* Josephus says of it:—‘It was of 
old called Baris, but afterwards named 
Antonia during the time of Antony’s 
ascendency, just as Sebasteand Agnp- 
pias gained their later names from Se- 
bastua [Augustus! and Agrippa.’ War, 
i. 6 . 4. See pp. •22, 28. < 

s Compare War, v. 6 . ft, with Ant. 
xv. 11. 4, and War, i. f# 4; i. 21. 1; 

the clear de- 

' > fortress and 
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fortress of Antonia. 1 Within its walls there were barracks for at 
least a thousand soldiers . 2 Not that we are to suppose that all the 
garrison in Jerusalem was always posted there. It is probable that 
the usual quarters of the ‘ whole cohort’ (Matt, xxvii. 27), or the 
greater part of it, were towards the western quarter of the city, in 
that ‘ prsetorium' (John xviii. 28) or official residence 3 where Jesus 
was mocked by the soldiers, and on the tosselated pavement 4 in 
front of which Pilate sat, and condemned the Saviour of the worffl. 
But at the time of the greater festivals, when a vast concourse of 
people, full of religious fanaticisip and embittered by hatred of 
their rulers, flocked into the Temple courts, it was found necessary 
to order a strong military force into Antonia, and to keep them 
under arms, so that they might act immediately and promptly in 
the case of any outbreak. 

A striking illustration of the connection between the Fortress and 
the Temple is afforded byihe history of the quarrels which arose 
in reference to the pontifical vestments. • These robes were kept in 
Antonia during the time of Herod the Great. When he died, 
they came under the superintendence of tho Roman Procurator. 
Agrippa I., during his short reign, exercised the right which had 
belonged to his grandfather. At his death the command that the 
Procurator Cuspius Fadus should take the vestments under his 
care raised a ferment among the whole Jewish people; and they 
were only kept from an outbreak by the presence of an over¬ 
whelming force under Longinus, the Governor of Syria. An 
embassy to Rome, with the aid of the younger Agrippa, who was 
then at the imperial court, obtained the desired relaxation : and 
the letter is still extant in which Claudius assigned to Herod, King 
of Chalcis, the privilege which had belonged to his brother.'’ But 
under the succeeding Procurators, the relation between the fortress 
Antonia and the religious ceremonies in the Temple became more 
significant and ominous. Tho hatred between the embittered Jews 
and those soldiers who were soon to take part in their destruction, 
grew deeper and more implacable. Under Yentidius Cumanus, 0 a 
frightful loss of life had taken place on one occasion at the pass- 


1 ‘Where it joined the two colonnades 
of the Temple, it had passages leading 
down to them both, through which the 
guard (for a Roman legion jvas always 
quartered in the fort) went down, so as 
to take various positions along the co¬ 
lonnades, in arms, at festivals watching 
the people, lest any insurrectionary 
movement should arise.’ Il'ar. v. 5.8. 
[The word rayna seems to be loosely 
used in Josephus and elsewhere. See 
1 Cor. xv. 28.] 

* See below, p. 594, note on ontipa. 

3 This Prsetorium seems to have 
been the old palace of Herod, con¬ 
nected with the tower called Hippicus, 
which is identified by existing remains. 
It was on the western side of the city, 
rad is one of our fixed points in tracing 
the oourse of the ancient walla. 


4 He took his scat on a tribunal at a 
place called ‘ the Pavement,’ and in 
Hebrew, ‘Gabbatha.’ John xix. 13. 
Something has been said before (p. 328, 
n. 1) on the fopa or tribunal as the 
symbol of Roman power in the pro¬ 
vinces. 

5 Joseph. Ant. xx. 1. 2. The letter 
is quoted in the fifteenth chapter of 
Mr. Lewin’s work on the Life and 
Epietlee of St. Paul, a chapter which 
contains much miscellaneous informa¬ 
tion concerning Jerusalem and the Jews 
at this time. 1 

« Tiberius Alexander, a renegade 
Jew, intervene** between Fadus and 
Cumanus. We shall regqr jo the series 
of Procurators in the It j Kjfcnfcig f>( the 
next chapter. -aft.it- 
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over, in consequence of an insult perpetrated by one of the 
military. 1 When Felix succeeded him, assassination became fre¬ 
quent in Jerusalem : the high priest Jonathan was murdered, like 
Becket, in the Temple itself, with the connivance of the Procurator 
and at the very moment of which we write, both the soldiers and 
the populace were in great excitement in consequence of the recent 
‘uproar’ caused by an Egyptian impostor (Acts xxi. 38), who had 
lfcd out a vast number of fanatic followers ‘ into the wilderness’ to 
be slain or captured by the troops of Felix. 3 

This imperfect description of the Temple-area and of the relations 
subsisting between it and the contiguous fortress, is sufficient to 
set the scene before us, on which the events we are now to relate 
occurred in rapid succession. We left St. Paul at the moment when 
the Levites had closed the gates, lest the Holy Place should be 
polluted by murder,—and when the infuriated mob were violently 
beating the Apostle, with the full indention of putting him to 
death. The beginning and rapid progress of the commotion must 
have been seen by the sentries on the cloisters and the tower ; and 
news was sent up 4 immediately to Claudius Lysias, the comman¬ 
dant of the garrison, that 1 all Jerusalem was in an uproar’(ver. 31). 
The spark had fallen on materials the most inflammable, and not a 
moment was to be lost, if a conflagration was to be averted. 
Lysias himself rushed down instantly, with some of his subordinate 
officers and a strong body of men, 5 into the Temple court. At the 
sight of the flashing arms and disciplined movements of the Imperial 
soldiers, the Jewish mob desisted from their murderous violence. 

‘ They left off beating of Paul.’ They had for a moment.forgotten 
that the eyes of the sentries were upon them : but this sudden in¬ 
vasion by their hated and dreaded tyrants reminded them that 
they were ‘ in danger to be called in question for that day’s uproar.’ 
(Acts xix. 40.) 

Claudius Lysias proceeded with the soldiers promptly and directly 
to St. Paul, 6 whom he perceived to be the central object of all the 
excitement in the Temple court : and in the first place he ordered 
him to be chained by each hand to a soldier : 7 for he suspected that 
he might be the Egyptian rebel, 8 who had himself baffled the pur¬ 
suit of the Roman force, though his followers were dispersed. This 
being done, he proceeded to question the bystanders, who were 
watching this summary proceeding, half in disappointed rage at the 
loss of their victim, and half in satisfaction that they saw him at 
least in captivity. But ‘ when Lysias demanded who he was and 
what he had done, some cried one thing, aiid some another, among 

1 Joseph. Ant. xx. 5. 2. War, ii. below. 

12. 1. In this narrative the tower of 5 ver. 82. If the word < chiliarch ) 
Antonia and its guards are particularly translated ‘chief captain,’ is to be 
mentioned. . understood literally of the commander 

* Jf ar > h* 13. 3. of 1000 men, the full complement of 

3 The passages in Josephus, which centurions in the castle would be ten. 

relate to this Egyptifyf, are Ant. xx. 6 ‘ Then the chief captain drew near.’ 
8. 6. War, ii. 13. 6. 7 ‘Two chains.’ So St. Peter was 

4 Literally ‘pomeup,’ ver. 81. Com- bound. Acts xii. ,, ’ 

pare this^with ‘ran down, in the next 3 This is evident train in* question 
verse, and the ‘stairs,’ mentioned below, ver.88. •"•W 7 
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the multitude’ (vv. 33, 34); and when he found that he could obtain 
no certain information in consequence of the tumult, he gave 
orders that the prisoner should be conveyed into the barracks* 
within the fortress . 1 The multitude pressed and crowded on the 
soldiers, as they proceeded to execute this order : so that the 
Apostle was actually ‘ carried up’ the staircase, in consequence of 
the violent pressure from below . 2 And meanwhile deafening shouts 
arose from the stairs and from the court,—the same shouts whfch, 
nearly thirty years before, surrounded the prwtorium of Pilate,®— 

‘ Away with him, away with him.’ 

At this moment , 4 the Apostle, with the utmost presence of mind, 
turned to the commanding officer who was near him,—and, ad¬ 
dressing him in Greek, said respectfully, * May 1 speak with thee V 
Claudius Lysias was startled when he found himself addressed by 
his prisoner in Greek, and asked him whether he was then mistaken 
in supposing he'was the JSgyptian ringleader of the late rebellion. 
St. Paul replied calmly that he was rso Egyptian, but a Jew ; and 
he readily explained his knowledge of Greek, and at the same time 
asserted his claim to respectful treatment , 6 by saying that he was a 
native of ‘ Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean oity: ’ and he pro¬ 
ceeded to request that he might be allowed to address the people. 
The request was a bold one; and wo are almost surprised that 
Lysias should have granted it: but there seems to have been some¬ 
thing in St. Paul’s aspect and manner, which from the first gained 
an influence over the mind of the Roman officer : and his consent 
was not refused. And now the whole scene was changed in a 
lyomenta St. Paul stood upon the stairs and turned to the people, 
and made a motion with the hand,® as about to address them. And 
they too felt the influence of his presence. Tranquillity came on 
the sea of heads below : there was ‘ a great silence : ’ and he began, 
saying, 

iCJTS 

* il 1 - Brethren and Fathers , 7 hear me, and let me now 
defend myself before you. 


The language which he spoke was Hebrew . 8 Had he spoken in 
Greek, the majority of those who heard him would have understood 
his words : but the sound of the holy tongue in that holy place fell 
like a calm on the troubled waters. The silence became universal 


1 The word used here, vet. 34, and be¬ 
low, xxii. 24, xxiii. 16, denotes not 
‘ the castle,’ but soldiers’ ‘ barracks ’ 
within it. It is the word used of the 
camp of the Israelites in the Wilder¬ 
ness. (LXX.) 

* ver. 35. 

* Compare Luke xxiii. 18, John xix. 
15. 


4 ‘ When he was on the point of being 
led in,’ ver. 37. 

s We need not repeat all that has 
been said before concerning the im¬ 
portance of Tarsus. See pp. 18, 40-43, 
87,88, 196, 197. 

* ver, 40. ; Compare xiii. 16, xxvi. 1, 


also xx. 34. 

7 To account for this peculiar mode 
of address, wo must suppose that mixed 
with the crowd were men of venerable 
age and dignity, perhaps members of 
the Sanhedrin, ancient Scribes and 
Doctors of the Law, who were stirring 
up the people against the heretic. The 
phrase generally translated in A.. V. 
‘ Men aruK brethren,’ literally* * 
who are mtfSbrethren,* may be equally 
translated. * Brethren.’ 

8 That is, it was the Hebraic dialect 
popularly spoken in Judaea, which we 
now calf Syro-Chaldaic. 


RR 
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and breathless; 
men as follows 

education. 
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and the Apostle proceeded to address his country- 


His persecu¬ 
tion of the 
Christians. 


His conver¬ 
sion. 


I am myself 1 an Israelite, born indeed at Tarsus, in xxi'i 
Cilicia, yet brought up in this city, and taught at the 
feet of Gamaliel, in the strictest doctrine of the law 
of our fathers; and was zealous 2 in the cause of 
God, as ye all are this day. And I persecuted this sect 4 
unto the death, binding with chains and casting into 
prison both men and women. And of this the High 5 
P*riest is my witness, and all the 3 Sanhedrin ; from 
whom, moreover, I received letters to the brethren , 4 
and went® to Damascus, to bring those also who 
were there to Jerusalem, in chains, that they might 
be punished. 

But it came to- pass that as I journeyed, when I g 
drew nigh to Damascus, about mid-day, suddenly 
there shone from heaven a great light round about 
me. And I fell to the ground, and heard a voice 7 
saying unto me, Said, Said, why pevsecutest thou me ? 
And I answered. Who art thou,, Lord ? and He said 8 
Tlnto me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, 6 whom thou persecu- 
test. And the men who were with me saw the light, 9 
and were terrified ; 7 but they heard not the voice of 
Him that spake unto me. And I said, What- shall 1 10 
do. Lord ? And the Lord said unto me. Arise and go 
into Damascus, and there thou shalt, be told of all 
things which are appointed for thee to do. 

Hi. biindiie... And when I could not see, from the brightness of 11 
tum!°'" db “ p that-light, my companions led me by the hand, and 
so I entered into Damascus. And a certain Ananias, is 
a devout 8 man according to the law, well reported of 
by all the Jews who dwelt there, came and stood be¬ 
side me, and said to me, Brother Saul, receive thy II 
sight ; and in that instant I received my sight 9 and 

nouncing Himself from heaven to be 
Jesus the Nazarene. 

7 The clause ‘ and were terrified ’ is 
omitted in some of the best MSS. 

8 The corresponding Greek word is 
omitted in some of the best MSS. (and 
altered in others), probably because 
the copyists were perplexed at finding 
it hot here used, in its usual technical 
sense of a Jewish Proselyte. 

“ The verb here has the double 
meaning of to recover sight and to look 
up-, in the former of which it is used 
in the accounts of blind meh! healed in 
the gospels. Here.tfie 4 Y. translates 
the same verb by tiro different words. 


e pronoun is empha 

* See the note on Gal. i. 14. 

* The Presbytery. Compare Luke 
xxii. 66. The high priest here appealed 
to was the person who held that office 
at the time of St. Paul’s conversion, 
probably Theophilus, who was high 
priest in 37 and 38 a.i>. 

4 i.e. the Jews resident at Damascus. 

& Literally, /was on my., road (im-- 

^iiterally, Jesus the Nilzarene. Saul 
was going to cast the Nazarene * (so 
the Christians were called, see .Acts 
xxlv. 6) into chains and dungeons 
When he was stopped by the Lord, an- 
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14 looked upon Mm. And he said. The God of our 
Fathers hath ordained thee to know His will, and to 
heliold the Just One, ami to hear the voice of His mo uth. 

15 For thou shalt he His witness to all the world 1 * of what 

16 thou hast seen and heard. ■ And how, why dust thou 
delay ? Arise and he baptized a and ivash away thy 
sins, calling on the name of Jesus . 3 

17 And it came to pass, after I had returned to Jeru- Hiiretumto 
salem, and while L was praying- in the Temple, that em ' 

I was in a trance, and saw Him saying unto me, 

18 Make haste and no forth quickly from Jerusalem; for nciscom- 

19 they will not receive thy testimony concerning me. Ana vi»ion to m to 
I said, 4 * Lord, they themselves know that I continually * ,e U1 
imprisoned and scourged in every synagogue the be- 

■2 0 lievers in Thee. And when the hlwkl of thy martyr 6 
Stephen was shed, I myself also teas standing by and 
consenting gladly 7 * to his death , 3 and keeping the rai¬ 
ment of them who slew him. And He said unto 

21 me, Depart; for I will send thee far hence unto the 
Gentiles. 


At these words St. Paul’s address to his countrymen was suddenly 
interrupted. Up to this point he had riveted their attention. 9 They 
listened, while he spoke to them of his early life, his persecution 
o£ the Church, his mission to Damascus. Many were present who 
conld testify, on their own evidence, to the truth of what he said. 
Even when he told them of his miraculous conversion, his interview 
with Ananias, and his vision in the Temple, they listened still. 
With admirable judgment he deferred till the last all mention of 
the Gentiles. 10 He spoke of Ananias as a ‘ devout man according 


1 The meaning rather stronger than 
* alt men* 

* Literally, cause thyself to be bap¬ 
tized (mid.)'. With the following com¬ 
pare 1 Cor. vi. 11 . 

3 The best MSS. read ‘ His name,’ 
and not ‘ the Lord’s name.’ Th» re¬ 

ference is to the confession of faitli in 
Jesus, which preceded baptism. 

* St. Paul expected at iirat that the 

Jews at Jerusalem, (the members of 
“is own party) would listen to him 
readily, because they could not be more 
violent against the Nazarenes than they 

knew him to have been: and he there¬ 

fore thought that they must feel that 
nothing short of irresistible truth could 
have made him join the sect which he 
had hated. «. 

3 Literally, I was imprisoning, I kept 
o« imprisoning •%. 

* ’nils woidjffiRtdly Witness ) had 
not. yet acquired in technical sense. 


but here it may be translated Martyr, 
because the mode in whicli Stephen bore 
testimony was by his death. 

1 Compare Horn. i. 82. 

8 ‘To his death,’ though omitted in 
the best MSS., is implied in the sense. 

9 The verb for listening is in the im¬ 
perfect, that for the outbreak is in the 
aorist. See the remarks on Stephen’s 
speech, pp. 69, 60. 

10 As an illustration of St. Paul’s 
wisdom, it is instructive to observe that 
in xxvi. 17 it is distinctly said that 
Jesus Himself announced from heaven 
Paul’s mission to the Gentiles; and 
that in ix. 16 the satpe announcement 
is made to Ananias,—Whereas in the 
address to ttiWlewi .this is kept out of 
view for the nftment, and reserved till 
after the vision in the Tequple is men- 
tionedr And again we abdtfld obserwaf 
that while in ix. 10, Ananias.trVp|Kria 
of as a Christian (see 13), here M'la 
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to the law’ (ver. 12), as one ‘ well reported of by all the Jews’ (ib.), as 
.-one who addressed him in the name of ‘ the God of their Fathers’ 

g er. 14). He showed how in his vision he had pleaded before that 
od the energy of his former persecution, as a proof that his coun¬ 
trymen must surely be convinced by his conversion : and when he 
alluded to the death of Stephen, and the part which he had taken 
hiyiself in that cruel martyrdom (ver. 20), all the associations of the 
place where they stood 1 must (we should have thought) have 
brought the memory of that scene with pathetic force before their 
minds. But when his mission to the Gentiles was announced,— 
though the words quoted were the words of Jehovah spoken in the 
Temple itself, even as the Lord had once spoken to Samuel,’—-one 
outburst of frantic indignation rose from the Temple-area and 
silenced the speaker on the stairs. Their national pride bore down 
every argument which could influence their reason op their reverence. 
They could not bear the thought of unciruimcised Heathens being 
made equal to the sons of Abraham. They cried out that such a 
wretch ought not to pollute the earth with his presence—that it was 
a shame to have preserved his life : 3 and in their rage and impa¬ 
tience they tossed off their outer garments (as on that other occasion, 
when the garments were laid at the feet of Saul himself 4 ), and 
threw up dust into the air with frantic violence. 5 This commotion 
threw Lysias into new perplexity. He had not been able to under¬ 
stand the ApoStle’B Hebrew speech : and, when he saw its results, 
he concluded that his prisoner must be guilty of some enormous 
crime. He ordered him therefore to be taken immediately from 
the stairs into the barracks ; 8 and to be examined by torture,' jn 
order to elicit a confession of his guilt. Whatever instruments were 
necessary for this kind of scrutiny would be in readiness within a 
Roman fortress : and before long the body 8 of the Apostle was 
‘ streched out,’ like that of a common malefactor, ‘ to receive the 
lashes,’ with the officer standing by, 9 to whom Lysias had entrusted 
the superintendence of this harsh examination. 

described as a strict and pious Jew. He before their governors, to repair to 
was, in fact, both the one and the other, them by hundreds, or a thousand, at 
But, for the purposes of persuasion, once. They place themselves near the 
St. Paul lays stress here on the latter gate of the palace, where they suppose 
point. they are most likely to be seen and 

1 See above, p. 576, n. 2. heard, and then set up a horrid outcry, 

* 1 Sam. iii. rend their garments, and throw dust 

3 The correct reading appears to put into the air,, at the same time demand- 
the verb in the past. It will be re- ing justice.’—Hackett. 
metpbered that they were on the point 8 See above, pp«i>84, 585. 
of killing St. Paul, when Claudius Ly- 7 ver. 24,'. j. ■ ; ' 

sias rescued him, xxi. 81. 8 We take tnfe phrase to mean ‘ for 

*. 4 Compare xxii. 23, with vii. 58. We the thongs,’i.e. the straps of which the 
need not, however, suppose that this scourges were made. Others consider 
tossing or the garments and throwing of - the words to denote the thongs or 
•;du8twas precisely symbolical of their straps with which the offender was 
dealt* to stone Paid. • It denoted simply fastened to th« post or pillar. In 
implitjence anUAisgttst.• "either case, the use of the article is 

3 1 Sir John Chardin, as quoted by explained. " ... . ■ 

Hamer (06». iv. 203), says thaf it is 9 We see this frbfcfcjver,.25, ‘he said 
common for the peasants* in Persia, to the centurion, who qttpd by.’ Clau- 
■ when they have a complaint to lay dhis Lysias himsSfwasnot on the spot 



xxi.]* Escape from Torture. 589 

Thus St. Paul was on the verge of adding another suffering and 
disgrace to that long catalogue of afflictions, which lie had enume^ 
rated in the last letter he wrote to Corinth, before his recent visit 
to that city (2 Cor. xi. 23 25). Five times scourged by the Jews, 
once beaten with rods at Philipjn,4®hd twice on other unknown 
occasions, he had indeed been ‘in stripes above measure.’ And 
now he was in a Roman barrack, among rude soldiers, with a similar 
indignity 1 in prospect; when he rescued himself, and at the same 
time gained a vantage-ground for the Gospel, by that appeal to his 
rights as a Roman citizen, under* which he had before sheltered his 
sacred cause at Philippi/' He said these few words to the centurion 
who stood by. ‘ Is it lawful to torture one who is a Roman citizen 
and uncondemned ? ’ The magic of the Roman law produced its 
effect in a moment. The centurion immediately reported the words 
to his commanding-officer, and said significantly, * Take heed what 
thou doest: for this nflm is a Roman citizen.’ Lysias was both 
astonished and alarmed. He knew full well that no man would 
dare to assume the right of citizenship, if it did not really belong to 
him : 3 and he hastened in person to his prisoner. A hurried dia¬ 
logue took place, from which it appeared, not only that St. Paul was 
indeed a Roman citizen, but that he held this privilege under cir¬ 
cumstances far more honourable than his interrogator : for while 
Claudius Lysias had purchased 4 the right for ‘a great sum,’ Paul 6 
‘ was free-born.’ Orders were instantly given 6 fof the removal of 
the instruments of torture : and those who had been about to con¬ 
duct the examination retired. Lysias was compelled to ke$jt; the 
Apostil? still in custody ; for ho was ignorant of th.e nature of his 
offence : and indeed this was evidently the only sure method of 
saving him from destruction by the Jews. But the Roman officer 
was full of alarm : for in his treatment of the prisoner “ he had 
already been guilty of a flagrant violation of the law.. 

On the following day 8 the commandant of the garrison adopted a 
milder method of ascertaining the nature of his prisoner’s offence. 


(see ver. 26), but had handed over the 
Apostle to a centurion who ‘stood by,’ 
as in the case of a military flogging 
with ua. 

1 We must distinguish betweAi the 
tcaurgina here (24, 26) and the beating 
{Acts xvi. 22; 2 Cor. xi. 
25). In, thopmant .instance the ob¬ 
ject was not pWpufcment, ,but examipa- 
tfon. ' , /'*, . ',v: ' 

-* See p, 289. ^ 

?Spch / pretensions wSre Jisble to 
capftal panrehmint. / 

1 Welearn ftote Dio Cassfu* that, 
the civitaf of Betas was, 16 tbb «arly< 
prn. or the reign aLCJafcdius, sold -at 
s Mgh rate sod afterwards fo&a mere 

is tnmWsary to - repeat here 
what has beatVwjhoitcerning the citi- . 
“uship of Paul tad his father* See 


pp. 38,39. For the laws relating, to the 
privileges of citizen!*, see again p. 2B9; 

0 This is not expressed, but it is itn-* • 
plied by what follows. ‘ Immediately 
they went away,’ Ae. 

7 Lysias was afraid, because he had" 
so ‘bound’ the Apostle, as he could • 
not have ventured to do, bad he known 
he was a Roman citizen. It egeme, 
that in anv. case it would have been 
illegal to have had Immediate recourse, 
to torture. Certainly it-was contrary 
to the' Homan law-to pdt any Roman 
citizen to the tortujs, eifflef-sjyscwjg- 
ing or dittany other Way. UmtaTWe 
Imperial fWinuS however. So early as 
the time of Tiberius, tfi is rate W*» Vio¬ 
lated ; tad torture was applied to citi¬ 
zens of (he highest rank, more aadmore 
fteely. , 

» Ver. 80. 
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He summoned a meeting of the Jewish Sanhedrin with the high 
priests, and brought St. Paul down from the fortress and set him 
'before them, — doubtless taking due precautions to prevent the con¬ 
sequences which might result from a sudden attack upon his safety. 
Only a narrow space of thOi^reat Temple Court intervened' be¬ 
tween the steps which led dowii from the tower Antonia, and those 
which led up to the hall Gazith, the Sanhedrin’s accustomed place 
of meeting. If that hall was used on this occasion, no Heathen 
soldiers would be allowed to enter it : for it was within the balus¬ 
trade which separated the sanctuary from the Court. But the fear 
of pollution would keep the Apostle’s life in safety within that en¬ 
closure. There is good reason for believing that the Sanhedrin met 
at that period in a place less sacred, 3 to which the soldiers would be 
admitted ; but this is a question into which we need not enter. 
Wherever the council sat, we are suddenly transferred from the 
interior of a Roman barrack to a scene entirely Jewish. 

Paul was now in presence of that council, before which, when he 
was himself a member of it, Stephen had been judged. That mo¬ 
ment could hardly be forgotten by him : but he looked steadily at 
his,inquisitors, a among whom he would recognise many who had 
b&en his fellow-pupils in the school of Gamaliel, and his associates 
'iti the persecution of the Christians. That unflinching look of 
conscious integrity offended them, —and his confident words — 

’ Brethren, 4 I have always lived a conscientious ’’ life before God, 
tip to Ahia Very ..day,’—so enraged the high priest, that he com¬ 
manded thosqyvho stood near to strike him on the mouth. This 
brutflTinjBlt rphsed the Apostle’s feelings, and he exclaime'd, * God 
shall, smite- ihee, thou whited wallsittest thou to judge me accord¬ 
ing TO tli.d'lew, and then in defiance of the law dost thou command 
tn^.iqjma .Struck 1’ If we consider these words as an outburst of 
jffiti^Bjfediwjation, we cannot severely blame them, when we re- 
in’emio^SStflPahJ’s temperament, 7 and how they were provoked. If 
'wW a prophetic denunciation, they were terribly ful- 

’ Is hypocritical president of the Sanhedrin was niur- 
Igpassins in the Jewish war. 8 In whatever light we- 
v those who were present in the Sanhedrin treated 
~i ;... rebellious. ‘Revilest thou God’s high priest ?’ 
exclamation of the bystanders. And then Paul 
said, with Chmtiagt/meekness and forbear- 
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• „ 1,0 would not so have spoken, seeing that it is written in the 
liw * ml not trtfc rtjr ruin- of tl,n proplr.* But the , 

Apostle had seen enough to be convinced that there was no prospect 
n P fovo this tribunal of a fair inquiry and a just decision. Ho theio- 
f f odroitlv adopted a prompt measirre"for enlisting the sympathies 
of 1 those* who agreed with him in one doctrine, which though held 
01 tnos o• ,. • Tfifiaisni. was an essential trutli m Chips- 

tianitv^ °^e knew that both Pharisees and Sadducees were among 
tianity. aware that, however united they might be in 

his judge , persecution,‘they were divided by an impass- 

°'w i Thfdeepm nmthL of religious faith, he cried out 
able hue m the 1 all my forefathers were Pharisees : J 

‘Brethren, I am a ^ u " 1 ^ rroctiuU f / om the dead that I am to be 

'VltrelTthis day’ This exclamation produced an instantaneous 
Sftt tI trembly. .It was the watchwori^h^iognJJW 

vehement in their vociferations ; ° and their l.uiguage w ^ 1>0SB ibly 
Pamnlipl had used more calmly many years before (and possioiy 
ftr^Sbrl?k»v«b r '™n*hm»lfmto 
, ,,, < Tf doctrine be of God, ye cannot destroy it . Deware 


Some think that St, Paul meant to con¬ 
fess that lie had been guilty of a want 
of due reflection.—others that he spoke 
ironically, ns refusing to recognise a man 
like Ananias as high priest, others 
have even thought that there was in 
the words an inspired reference to ttte 
abolition of the saeerdotal system ot 
tlie Jews, and the sole priesthood ol 
Christ. Another class of interpreters 
regard St. Paul as ignorant of the met 
that Ananias was high priest, or argue 
that Ananias was not really installed 
in liis office. And we knSw from Jose¬ 
phus, that there was the greatest irre 
gularsf'ftftlte appointments about this 
has heen^etl^Wfhd 
the itnpelfte*i?®W 


pare • they strove,' ver., 9 . 

5 ‘There arose a,great ety, ver.u. 

6 Aots v. 39. 

7 It appears tlint he died atWOt Mtb 
years after this time. See p. 48 ,, • we 
mav refer here to the Otpejryations 
of Mr. llirks in the Harts ^.postal tea 

(No. xvi.) appended tohiftecentMiUon 

of the Horae Paulina*, jt&Bk'ty 
tile jealousy and mutual antipathy Of 
the Sadducees and PIfariaeM, to explain 
the conduct of Gamaliel at the formcf 
trial, and thus, 



pp. 27, 28. & 


more 

... zr, zb. & ” . ~~ 

4 ‘ There arose a cRscus&on t - 
the multitude was divided , ver. 7. UBm- 
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in the uproar. 1 The judgment-hall became a scene of the most 
violent contention ; and presently Claudius Lysias received inform¬ 
ation of what was taking place, and fearing lost the Roman citizen, 
whom he was bound to protect, should be tom in pieces between 
those who sought to proteftt him, and those who thirsted for his 
destruction, he ordered the troops to go down instantly, and bring 
him back into the soldiers’ quarters within the fortress. a 

So passed this morning of violent excitement. In the evening, 
when Paul was isolated both from Jewish enemies and Christian 
friends, and surrounded by the Uncongenial sights and sounds of a 
soldiers’ barrack,—when the agitation of his mind subsided, and he 
was no longer strung up by the presence of his persecutors, or sup¬ 
ported by sympathising brethren, —can we wonder that his- heart 
sank, and that he looked with dread on the vague future that was 
before him 1 Just then it was that he had one of* those visions by 
night, which were sometimes vouchsafed "to him, at critical seasons 
of his life, and in providential conformity with the circumstances in 
which he was placed. The last time when we were informed of such 
an event was when he was in the house of Aquila and Priscilla at 
jOerinth, and when he was fortified against the intimidation of the 
■"Jews by the words, ‘ Pear not: for I am with Acts xviii. 9, 

■ 10.) The next instance we shall have to relate is in the w;orst part 
of the storm at sea, between Pair Havens and Malta, when a 
surance was given to him: ‘ Pear not : thou must stand 
" ar.’ (Ib. xxvii. 24.) On the present .occasion events 
Efficiently matured for him to receive a prophetic intima- 
_ . explicit form. He had, indeed, long looked forward to 

a visit jbo Rome : but the prospect now seemed further off than ever. 
And.it was at this anxious time that he was miraculously comforted 
and strengthened by Him, who is ‘ the confidence of all the ends of 
jEhe earth, and of them that are afar off upon the sea ; who by His 
strengthJgtteih fast the mountains ; who stilleth the noise of the 
seas and the‘tumult of the people.’ In the visions of the night, the 
LordvHimself stood by him and said: ‘ Be of good cheer, Paul; for' 
4 as thou.haat'testified of me at Jerusalem, so must thou testify also 
- ftt Rome/. (Ib. xxiii. 11.) 

*, The contrast is great between the peaceful assurance thus secretly 
given to' the faith.of the Apostle in hi^ place of imprisonment, and 
. th$ active malignity of his enemies in the city. When it was day, 

■ JriofAthan forty of the Jews entered into a conspiracy to assassinate 
TAql i^'and- that might fence rpund their .crime iwit}i all the 
— bound themsel ves by'a curtm, that'they 
' .. 1 * ^accomplished,* Thus 

(» djrectnarrativc, vv. 12 
„ 15, ' we should contpare closely the 

,t .account given byg&Paul’a nephew, w. 





""'M’ttUfc td„W ill 




the sal® of emphasis, 
s&F -the tutbult 


hters aga 
have le 


< Acts xxiii. 10. 


ft 

Ip-rnapn the ’■ Jews abound themselves i 

sr 

-‘that their o4lh had been well and 
piously taken.’ Ant.x-v. 8.8.4. Hackett 
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fortified by a dreadful oath, they came before the chief priests and 
members of the Sanhedrin, 1 and proposed the following plan, which t 
seems to have been readily adopted. The Sanhedrists were to pre¬ 
sent themselves before Claudius Lysias, with the request that he 
would allow the prisoner to be brought once more before the Jewish 
Court, that they might enter into a further investigation: 4 and the 
assassins were to lie in wait, and murder the Apostle on his vray 
down 3 from the fortress. The plea to be brought before Lysias was 
very plausible : and it is probable that, if he had received no fur¬ 
ther information, he would have doted on it: for he well knew that 
the proceedings of the Court had been suddenly interrupted the day 
before,* and he would be glad to have his perplexity removed by 
the results of a new inquiry. 3 The danger to which the Apostle 
was exposed was most imminent: and there has seldom been a more 
horrible example of crime masked under the show of religious zeal. 

The plot was ready: 0 * and the ne\t day’ it would have been 
carried into effect, when God was pleased to confound the schemes 
of the conspirators. The instrument of St. Paul’s safety was 
one of his own relations, 8 the son of that sister whom we have 
before mentioned (p.~ 41) as the companion of his childhood at 
Tarsus. It is tfoelMS to attempt to draw that veil aside, which 
screens the history of this relationship from our view : though the 
narrative seems to give us hints of domestic intercourse at Jeru¬ 
salem, 8 of which, if it were permitted to us, we would gladly know 
more. Enough.is told to us to give a favourable impression, both of 
the affection and discretion of the Apostle’s nephew: nor is he the 
(Wily person, the traits of whose character are visible in the artless 
simplicity of the narrative. The young man came into the barracks, 


quotes from Philo a formal justification 
of such assassinations of apostates. In 
illustration of the form of the oath, 
Lightfoot shows from the Talmud that 
those who were implicated in such an 
oath could obtain absolution. 

j Most of the commentators are of 
opinion that only the Sadducean party 
is contemplated” here, the Pharisees 
having espoused St. Paul's cause, lint 
it is far more natural to suppose that 
their enthusiasm in hS behali'had 
beeft only momentary, and that the 
temporary schism had been healed in 
the common wish tolfiestrov him. The 
Pharisees really hated him the most. 
11 would seem, moreover; from xxiv. 15, 
that Pharisees appeared as accusers 
before Felix. 

* Or rather ‘ that he might enter,’ (fee. 
Such seems the true reading. See the 
ne*< note but two. 

* 'Bring down,’ ver. 16 and ver. 20. 
So ‘ take down,’ ver. 10, and * bringing 
down’ xxii. 30. The accurate use of 
these words, should be compared with 
what is said by Josephus and by St. 
Luke himself of the stairs between the 


Temple and the fortress. They present 
us with an undesigned consistency in 
a matter of topography; and thov glmw 
that the writer was familiar with the 
place be is describing. 

4 See above. 

5 If tlie Sanhedrin were about to 
investigate (see ver. 15), it would be in 
order that Claudius Lysias might ob¬ 
tain more information: and it would 
he more natural for the young man to 
put the matter before him in this point 
of view. 

a Observetheyoungman’s words, ver. 
21: ‘ and now are they ready, looking 
for a promise from thee.’ 

7 ‘To-morrow,’ ver. 20. It is in the 
young man’s statement that this precise 
reference to time occurs. In ver. 15 the 
word appears to be an interpolation. 

8 vv, 16-22. 

• Two questions easily asked, but not 
easily answdsed, suggest themselves—» 
whether St. Paul's sister and nephew 
resided qt Jerusalem, and, if so, wliy 
he lodged not with them but with 
Mnqson (above, p. 567). 
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and related what he knew of the conspiracy to his uncle ; to whom 
t he seems to have had perfect liberty of access. 1 Paul, with his 
usual promptitude and prudence, called one of the centurions to 
him, and requested him to take the youth 2 * 4 to the commandant, 
saying that he had a communication to make to him. 8 * The officer 
complied at once, and took the young man with this message from 
‘ the prisoner Paul, ’ to Claudius Lysias; who—partly from the in¬ 
terest he felt in the prisoner, and partly, we need not doubt, from 
the natural justice and benevolence of his disposition—received 
the stranger kindly, ‘ took him by the hand, and led him aside, and 
asked him in private ’ to tell him what he had to say. The young 
man related the story of the conspiracy in full detail, and with much 
feeling. Lysias listened to his statement and earnest entreaties; 1 
then, with a soldier’s promptitude, and yet with the caution of one 
who felt the difficulty of the situation, he decided at once on what 
he would do, but without communicating the plan to his informant. 
He simply dismissed him, with a significant admonition,—‘ Be care¬ 
ful that thou tell no man that thou hast laid this information before 
me. ’ 


When the young man was gone, Claudius Lysias summoned one 
or two of his subordinate officers, 5 * and ordered them to have in 
readiness two hundred of the legionary soldiers, with seventy of the 
cavalry, and two hundred spearmen ; 0 so as to depart for Cresarea 
at nine in the evening, 7 and take Paul in safety to Felix the go¬ 
vernor. The journey was long, and it would be requisite to accom¬ 
plish it as rapidly as possible. He therefore gave directions that 
more than one horse should be provided for the prisoner. 8 We may 
be surprised that so large a force was sent to secure the safety of 
one man ; but we must remember that this man was a Roman 
citizen, while the garrison in Antonia, consisting of more than a 
thousand men, 0 could easily spare such a number for one day on 
such a service ; and further, that assassinations, robberies, and re¬ 
bellions were frequent occurrences at that time in Judaea, 10 and 


1 So afterwards JidCtesarea, xxiv. 23. 
‘ Felix commanded to let him have 
liberty, and that he should forbid none 
of his acquaintance to minister or come 
to him.’ Sec the next chapter for a 
description of the nature of the Custo- 
dia, in which St. Paul was kept, botli 
at Jerusalem and Cicsarea. 

8 The word for * young man' is in¬ 
determinate, but the whole narrative 
gives the impression that lie was a very 
young man. See p. 88, n. 4. 

8 ver. 17, 18. 

4 ‘ But do not thou yield unto them,’ 
ver. 21. 

8 The full complement ofA-en t uridns 
would be ten. See belowyp. 597, n. 9. 

0 The rendering in tlfe Authorised 

Version is probably as near as any other 

to the true meaning. The singular 

word used here, distinguishes the sol¬ 
diers in question from legionary sol¬ 

diers and from cavalry, and therefore 


doubtless means light-armed troops. 
Moreover the word seems to imply the 
use of some weapon simply carried in 
the right hand. As to the mixture of 
troops in the escort sent, byAUaudius 
Lysias, we may remark that he sent 
forces adapted to act on all kinds of 
ground, and from the imperfect nature 
of his information he could not be sure 
that an ambuscade might not be laid 
in the, way ; and at least banditti were 
to be feared. See p. 604. 

7 ‘And at the third hour of the 
night,’ ver. 23. 

8 ver. 24. 

9 The airetpa was a cohort. 'FHere 
were ten cohorts in a legion; and each 
legion contained more than 6000 men, 
besides an equal number of auxiliaries 
and a squadron.'of horse: but see the 
next chapter, especially p. 604. 

10 See the next chapter. 



XXI.] • Night Journey. 595 

that a conspiracy also wears a formidable aspect to those who are 
responsible for the public peace. The utmost secrecy, as well as 
promptitude, was evidently required ; and therefore an hour was 
chosen, when the earliest part of the night would be already past. 
At the time appointed, the troops, with St. Paul in the midst of 
them, marched out of the fortress, and at a rapid pace took the 
road to Ctesarea. , 

It is to the quick journey and energetic researches of an Ameri¬ 
can traveller, that we owe the power of following the exact course 
of this night march from Jerusalenf to Ciesarea.' In an earlier part 
of this work we have endeavoured to give an approximate represen¬ 
tation of the Roman roads, as they existed in Palestine;''* and we 
have had occasion more than once to allude to the route which lay 
between the religious and political capitals of the country. 5 To 
the roads previously mentioned we must add another, which passes, 
not by Lydda 4 (or Diospolis), but more directly across the inter¬ 
mediate space from Gophna to Antipatris. We have thus the whole 
route to Cassarea before us ; and we are enabled to picture to our¬ 
selves the entire progress of the little army which took St. Paul in 
safety from the conspiracies of the Jews, and placed him under the 
protection of Felix the governor. 

The road lay, first, for about tln'oe hours, northwards,® along the 
high mountainous region which divides the valley of the Jordan 
from the great western plain of Judina." About midnight they would 
reach Goplina. 7 Here, after a short halt, they quitted the northern 
road which leads to Neapolis" and Damascus, once travelled by St. 
Paul under widely different circumstances, — and turned towards 
the coast on the left. Presently they began to descend among the 
western eminences and valleys of the mountain-country," startling 


1 See ‘ A Visit to Antipatri s’ by the 
Rev. Eli Smith, missionary in Palestine, 
in the Bibliotheca Sacra , vol. i. pp. 478 
-49G. The journey was expressly 
taken (on the way from Jerusalem to 
Joppa) for the purpose of ascertaining 
St. Paul’s route to Antipatris; and the 
whole of this circuitous route to Joppa 
was accomplished in two days. The 
article is followed by some valuable re¬ 
marks by Dr. Robinson, vMio entirely 
agrees with Mr. E. Smith, though he 
had previously assumed ( BibI. lies. iii. 
40, GO), that St. Paul’s escort had gone 
bv the pass of Bethoron, a route some¬ 
times used, as by Cestius Gallius On.his 
march from Caesarea by Lvdda to Jeru¬ 
salem. Joseph. War, ii. 19. 1. 

2 Chap. III. In the larger editions 
these roads are shown in a map. 

3 Off, 44, 87, 332, 333, 567. 

4 See Acts ix. 82. For geographical 
illustration, we may refer to the move¬ 
ments of Peter in reference to Lydda, 
Joppa, Caesarea, and Jerusalem (ix. 38, 
?• 23, 24, xi. 2), and also those of Philip 
»n reference to Sebaste (?) in Samaria, 


Azotus, Ca/.a, and Cum area (v iii.). 

This part of the road has Iteen men¬ 
tioned before (p. 70) as one where [Jr. 
Robinson followed the line of a Roman 
pavement. With the very full descrip¬ 
tion in Ins third volume, pp. 75-80,the 
map in the first volume should be com¬ 
pared. Mr. K. Smith mentions this part 
of the route briefly, I). S. pp. 478, 479. 

0 p. 70. 

7 ‘ We rode hastily to Bireh. . . . 
reached Bireh in 2 h. 20 m. . . . 35 m. 
from Bireh, we came to ruins. Here we 
found we had mistaken,our path. . . . 
30 m. from hence we took the follow¬ 
ing hearings, lire.reached Jttfna 

in 30 m.’ B. S. 479. Compare the 
time in Dr. Robinson’s account. 

a pp. G9, 70. 

9 ‘ We started [from Jufna] bv the 
oldest road to'.Kefr Saba. . . . In 20 m. 
reached Bir Zi.it. In this distance, we 
found evident remains of the pavement 
of a Roman road, affording satisfactory 
proof that we had not mistaken our 
route.’ B. S. 480. ‘ The whole of onr 

ayay down the mountain was a very 
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the shepherd on the hills of Ephraim, and rousing the village 
peasant, who woke only to curse his oppressor, as he heard the 
hoofs of the horses on the pavement, and the well-known tramp of 
the Roman soldiers. A second resting-place might perhaps be 
found a Thamna, 1 a city mentioned by Josephus in the Jewish 
wars, and possibly the ‘ Timnath Heres,’ where Joshua 9 was buried 
* in mount Ephraim, in the border of his inheritance . 9 And then 
they proceeded, still descending over a rocky and thinly cultivated 
tract, 3 till about day-break they came to the ridge of the last hill, 4 
and overlooked 4 the great plaiii of Sharon coming quite up to its 
base on the west/ The road now turned northwards, 5 across the 
rich land of the plain of Sharon, through fields of wheat and 
barley, 0 just then almost ready for the harvest. 4 On the east were 


practicable, and, for the most part, a 
very easy descent. It seemed formed 
by nature for a road, and we had not 
descended far from the point where our 
observations were made, before we came 
again upon the Homan pavement. This 
we continued to find at intervals during 
the remainder of the day. In some 
places, for a considerable distance, it 
was nearly perfect; and then, again, it 
was entirely broken up, or a turn in our 
path made us lose sight of it. Yet we 
travelled hardly half an hour at any 
time without finding distinct traces of 
it. I do not remember observing any¬ 
where before so extensive remains of a 
Roman road,’ p. 482. ‘ A few minutes 

beyond the village [Urn Sufaliha branch 
of the road led off to the right, where, 
according to our guides, it furnishes a 
more direct, route to Kefr Saba. But 
just at this point the Roman road was 
fortunately seen following the path on 
the left; and thus informed us very 
distinctly that this was the direction 
for us to take,’ p. 483. 

1 One of the collateral results of Mr. 
Eli Smith’s journey is the identification 
of the site of this city—not the Tim¬ 
nath of Josh. xv. 10—hut a place men¬ 
tioned in the following passages of Jo¬ 
sephus, Ant. xiv. 11. 2 ; War, iii. 3. 5, 
iv. 8. 1: also 1 Macc. ix. 50. The ruins 
are now called Tibneh. 

2 Josh. xix. 49, 50, xxiv. 30 ; Judg. 
ii. 8, 9. Mr. E. Smith observed some 
remarkable sepulchres at Tibneh. 

3 B. 8. 486, 487. The traveller was 
still guided by the same indications of 
the ancient road. * Hastejung on [from 
Tibneh] and passing occasionally por¬ 
tions of the Roman road, we reached in 
40 m. the large town of Abud. ... To 
the left of our road we passed several 
sepulchral excavations, marking this as 
an ancient place. Our path led us for 


a considerable distance down a gentle 
but ver$ r rocky descent, which was the 
beginning of a Wadj\ Through nearly 
the whole of it, we either rode upon or 
by the side of the Roman road. At 
length the Wady became broader, and 
with its declivities w as chiefly occupied 
with fields of grain and other cultiva¬ 
tion. . . . After clearing the cultiva¬ 
tion in the neighbourhood we passed 
over a hilly tract, with little cultiva¬ 
tion and thinly sprinkled with shrub¬ 
bery. ... In our descent, which w as 
not great, we thought w e could discern 
further traces of the Roman road. 
But it was nearly dark, and wc itfav 
possibly have been mistaken.* 

4 At this point is the village of Mej- 
del Yaba in the province of Nablous. 
* It stands oii. v the top of a hill, with the 
valley of Belat on the south, a branch 
Wady running into it on the east, and 
the great plain of Sharon coming quite 
up to its base on the west,* p. 488. Mr. 
E. Smith arrived there at eight in the 
evening, having ridden about thirty 
miles since the morning. The next 
day he says : ‘ I w r as disappointed in 
not procuring so many hearings from 
Mojdel Yana as I had hoped. The 
rising sun shooting^is rays down the 
side of the mountain prevented our see- 
ing much in that direction,* p. 490. 

» From Mejdel Yaba Mr. E. Smith 
did not take the direct road to Kefr 
Saba, 4 which would have led north¬ 
ward, probably in the direction of the 
Roman road,’ but went more to the 
west, by Ras-el-Ain, and across the 
river Anjeh near its source, and then 
by Jiljulieh. 

6 * Its soil is i.n inexhaustible black 
loam, and nearly the whole of it was 
now under cultivation, presenting a 
scene of fertility and rural beauty rarely 
equalled. Immense fields of wheat and 
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the mountains of Samaria, rising gradually above each other, and 
bounding the plain in that direction : on the left lay a line of low- 
wooded hills, shutting it in from the sea.’ Between this higher and 1 
lower range, but on the level ground, in a place well watered and 
richly wooded, was the town of Antipatris. Both its history and 
situation are described to us by Josephus. The ancient Oaphar- 
Saba, from which one of the Asmonean princes had dug a trench 
and built a wall to Joppa, to protect the country from invasion , 1 
was afterwards rebuilt by Herod, and named in honour of his father 
• Antipater.* It is described in onq passage as being near the moun¬ 
tains ; 3 and in another, as in the richest plain of his dominions, 
with abundance both of water and wood . 4 In the narrative of the 
Jewish war, Antipatris is mentioned as one of the scenes of Ves¬ 
pasian’s first military proceedings . 0 It afterwards disappears from 
history \° but the ancient name is still familiarly used by the 
easantry, and remains with the physical features of the lieigh- 
ourhood to identify the site . 7 • 

The foot-soldiers proceeded no further than Antipatris, but re¬ 
turned from thence to Jerusalem (xxiii. J 2 ). They were no longer 
necessary to secure St. Paul’s safety ; for no plot by the way was 
now to be apprehended ; but they might very probably be required 
in the fortress of Antonia . 8 It would be in the course of the after¬ 
noon that the remaining soldiers with their weary horses entered 
the streets of Caesarea. The centurion who remained in command 
of them 9 proceeded at once to the governor, and gave up his pri¬ 
soner j and at the same time presented the dispatch , 10 with which 
hg was charged by the commandant of the garrison at Jerusalem. 

We have no record of the personal appearance of Felix ; but if 
we may yield to the impression naturally left by what wo know of 
his sensual and ferocious character , 11 we can imagine the counte¬ 
nance with which ha read the following dispatch. 13 ‘ Claudius Ly¬ 

sias sends greeting to the most Excellent 13 Felix the governor. This 
man was apprehended by the Jews, and on the point of being killed by 

barley waving in the breeze, were ad- This identity may be considered now 
vancmg rapidly to maturity,’ p. 491. as proved beyond a doubt. For some 
lias was on the 27th of April, almost remarks on minor difficulties, see our 
, exact time of St. Paul’s journey. note here in the larger editions. 

Joseph. An(. xm. 15.1. frar, i. 4. 7. 8 It is explicitly stated that they 

- „“*• Itvl. o. 2. IVar.i. 21. 9. came back to their quarters at Jeru- 

3 Whr, l>4f-7. * salem. 

t rr”*' • Xy *’ IFar, i. 21. 9; 9 One centurion would remain, 

F Tpi lrnI lf , l le revolt of Vindex while the others returned. Possibly 

Ne J°> he moved his forces in he is the same officer«who is mentioned 
spring from Caesarea towards Anti- xxiv. 23. 
patris.’ War, iv. 8 . 1 . lo Ac ts xxiii. 33 . 

18 mentioned by Jerome as a 11 See next chapter, 
small town half ruined.’ It occurs 18 Acts xxiii. 26 
in Jerusalem Itinerary between Caesarea a < His Excellency the Governor.’ 
«nu Jerusalem ; and the distances are This is apparently 'an official title. 

“ . Tertullus ones the same stvle in nd- 

lll 5, existence of a place called dressing Felix, xxiv. 3, and'Paul him- 
Saba m this part of the plain self in addressing Festus, xxvi. 25. 
Jr** k ?® w “ t0 Prokesch, and its iden- Hence we mav suppose Theophilns 
with Antipatris was suggested by (who is thus addressed, Luke i. 3) to 
ttaumer, Bob. Bib. Res. lii. 45-47. have been a man holding official rank. 
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them, when I came and rescued him with my military guard : l for I 
learnt that he was a Roman citizen, 3 And wishing to ascertain the 
charge which they had to allege against him, I took him down 3 to their 
Sanhedrin: and there I found that the charge had reference to certain 
questions of their law, and that he was accused of no offence worthy ot 



Ca'saren. 


death or imprisonment. And now having received information , that a 
plot is about to be formed against the man’s life, I send 1 Kim to thee 
forthwith, and I have told his accusers that they must bring their 
charge before thee, 5 Rare well.’ 6 

Felix raised his eyes from the paper, and said, ‘ To what province 
does he belong V It was the first question which a Roman governor 
would naturally ask in such a case. So Pilate had formerly paused, 
when he found he was likely to trespass on ‘ Herod’s jurisdiction.’ 
Besides the delicacy required by etiquette, the Roman law laid 
down strict rules for all inter-provincial communications. In the 
present case there could be no great difficulty for the moment. A 
Roman citizen with certain vague charges brought against him, 


1 In A. V. (through forgetfulness of 
the definite article) this is unfortunately 
translated ‘ with an army.’ 

* This statement was dexterously in¬ 
serted by Claudios Lysias to save him¬ 
self from disgrace. But it was false: 
for it is impossible not to see ‘ I learnt ’ 
intends to convey the impression that 
Paul’s Roman citizenship was the cause 
of the rescue, whereas this fact did not 
come to his knowledge till afterwards. 
Some of the comments tora/have justly 
observed that this dexterous falsehood 
is an incidental proof of the genuineness 
of the document. 

* ‘ Took down.’ Here we may repeat 
what has been said above concerning 


the»topography of Antonia mud the 
Temple. v 

* This is the natural English trans¬ 
lation. Our letters are expressed as 
from the writer’s point of view, those of 
the ancients were adapted to the posi¬ 
tion of the reader. 

s ‘ Before thee,’ at the termination, 
emphatic. 

8 ‘ Farewell.’ The MSS. vary as to 
the genuineness of this word. If the 
evidence is equally balanced, we should 
decide in its favour j for it is exactly 
the Latin ‘ Vale.’ Such despatches 
from a subordinate to a commanding 
officer would naturally be in Latin. 
See p. 2. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 


History of Judaea resumed.—Roman Governors.—Felix.—Troops quartered in 
Palestine.—Description of Caesarea.^—St. Paul accused there.— Speech before 
Felix .—Continued Imprisonment.—Accession of Festus.—Appeal to the Em¬ 
peror.— Speech before Agrippa. 


We have pursued a long and varied narrative, since we last took a 
general view of the political history of Judaea. The state of this 
part of the Empire in the year 44 wa» briefly summed up in a 
previous chapter (Chap. IV.). It was then remarked that tlv< 
year and the year 60 were the two only points which we can regam 
as fixed in the annals of the earliest Church, and, therefore, the two 
best chronological pivots of the Apostolic history. 1 We have fol¬ 
lowed the life of the Apostle Paul through a space of fourteen years 
from the former of these dates : and now we are rapidly approaching 
the second. Then we recounted the miserable end of king Agrippa 
I. Now we are to Bpeak of Agrippa II., who, like his father, had 
the title of King, though his kingdom was not identically the same.' 

The life of the second Agrippa ranges over the last period of 
national Jewish history, and the first ago of the Christian Church : 
and both his life and that of his sisters Drusilla and Berenice Sro 
curiously connected, by manifold links, with the general history of 
the times. This Agrippa saw the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
lived till the first century was closed in the old age of St. John,— 
the last of a dynasty eminent for magnificence and intrigue. Bere¬ 
nice concluded a life of profligacy by a criminal connection with 
Titus, the conqueror of Jerusalem. 3 Drusilla became the wife of 


1 We assume that Festus succeeded 
Felix in the year 60. In support of 
this opinion we must refer to the note, 
(C) upon the Chronological Table in 
the Appendix. 

a Agrippa II. was made king of 
Chalcis a.i>. 48—he received a further 
accession of territory a.d. 53, and died, 
at the age of 70, a.d. 99. He was in¬ 
timate with Josephus, and was the 
last prince of the Herodian house. 

3 Titus seems to have been only pre¬ 
vented from marrying this beautiful 
and profligate princess by the indignant 
feeling of the Romans. See Dio Cass, 
lxvi. 15. The name of Berenice is so 
mixed up with the histpry of the times, 
and she is so often mentioned, both by 
Josephus and by Roman writers, that 
it is desirable to put together here some 
of the principal notices of her life and 


character. She was first married to 
her uncle, Herod, king of Chalcis; and 
after his death she lived with her bro¬ 
ther, Agrippa, not without suspicion of 
thp most ciuminal intimacy. (Joseph. 
Ant. xx. 7.3.) Compare Juvenal, vi. 
155. 

It was during this period of her life 
that she made that marriage with 
Polemo, king of Cilicia, which has 
been alluded to in the earlier part of 
this work (p. 20). Soon she left 
Polemo and returned to her brother : 
and then it was that St. Paul was 
brought before them at Caesarea. After 
this time, she became a partisan of Ves¬ 
pasian. Tac. Hist. ii. 81. Her connec¬ 
tion with Vespasian’s son is mentioned 
by Suetonius and by Tacitus, as well as 
by Dio Cassius. The one redeeming 
passage in her life is the patriotic feel- 
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Felix, and perished with the child of that union in the eruption of 
Vesuvius. j 

We have said that the kingdom of this Agrippa was not coinci¬ 
dent with that of his father. He was never, in fact, King of Judaa. 
The three years, during which Agrippa I. reigned at Caesarea, were 
only an interpolation in the long series of Roman procurators, who 
ruled Judcea in subordination to the governors of Syria, from the 
death of Herod the Great to the final destruction of Jerusalem. In 
the year 44, the second Agrippa was only sixteen years old, and he 
was detained about the court of' Claudius, while Cuspius Fadus 
was sent out to direct the provincial affairs at Caesarea. 1 It was 
under the administration of Fadus that those religious movements 
took place, which ended (as we have seen above, p. 583) in placing 
under the care of the Jews the sacred vestments kept in the tower 
of Antonia, and which gave to Herod king of Chalcis the manage¬ 
ment of the Temple and its treasury, and the appointment of the 
high priests. And in other respects the Jews had reason to re¬ 
member his administration with gratitude; for he put down the 
banditti which had been the pest of the country under Agrippa ; 
and the slavish compliment of Tertullus to Felix (Acts xxiv. 2, 3) 
might have been addressed to him with truth,.—that ‘ by him the 
Jews enjoyed great quietness, and that very worthy deeds had 
been done to the nation by his providence.’ He was succeeded by 
Tiberius Alexander, a renegade Alexandrian Jew, and the nephew 
of the celebrated Philo. 14 In relation to the life of this official in 
Judoem there are no incidents worth recording : at a later period 
• we see nim at the siege of Jerusalem in command of Roman forces 
under Titus : 3 and the consequent inscriptions in his honour at 
Rome served to point the sarcasm of the Roman satirist. 4 Soon 
after the arrival of Ventidius Cumanus to succeed him as governor 1 
in the year 48, Herod king of Chalcis died, and Agrippa II. was 
placed on his throne, with the same privileges in reference to the 
Temple and its worship, which had been possessed by his uncle. 

‘ During the government of Cumanus, the low and sullen murmurs 
which announced the approaching eruption of the dark volcano, 
now gathering its strength in Palestine, became more distinct. 
The people and the Roman soldiery began to display mutual ani¬ 
mosity.’ 8 One indication ,of this animosity has been alluded to 
before, 7 —the dreadful loss of life in the Temple which resulted 
from the wanton insolence of one of the soldiers in Antonia at the 
time of a festival. Another was the excitement which ensued after 
the burning of the Scriptures by the Roman troops at Beth-Horon, 
on the road between Jerusalem and Csesarea. An attack made by 
the Samaritans on some Jews who were proceeding through their 
country to a festival, led to wider results. 8 Appeal was made to 
Quadratus, governor of Syria : and Cumanus was sent to Rome to 


ing she displayed on the occasion al¬ 
luded to, p. 676. (See Joseph. War, 
ii. 15.16.) 

1 Joseph. Ant. xix. 9, xx.5.1. War, 
ii. 11.6. 

* Joseph. Ant. xx. 6. 2. 

* War, ,v. 1» 6. Compare il. 18. 7, 

88 


and iv. 10. 6. 

4 Jnv. i. 129. 

5 Ant. xx. o. 2. War, ii. 12. 1. 

6 Milman’s Hitt, of the Jew, ii. 208. 
t See the preceding chapter, p. 583 

For Beth-Horon see p. 695, n. 1. 

8 Ant. XX. 0. War, ii. 12. 
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answer for his conduct to the Emperor. In the end he was deposed, 
(and Felix, the brother of Pallas the frecdman and favourite of 
Claudius, was (partly by the influence of Jonathan the high priest) 
appointed to succeed him. 1 

The mention of this governor, who was brought into such inti¬ 
mate relations with St. Paul, demands that we should enter now 
more closely into details. The origin of Felix and the mode of his 
elevation would prepare us to expect in him such a character as that 
which is condensed into a few words by Tacitus, 5 —that, ‘ in the 
practice of all kinds of lust and cruelty, he exercised the power of a 
king with the temper of a slave.’ The Jews had, indeed, to thank 
him for some good services to their nation. He cleared various 
parts of the country from robbers ; 3 and he pursued and drove 
away that Egyptian fanatic, 4 with whom Claudius Lysias too hastily 
identified St. Paul. 3 But the same historian, from whom we derive 
this information, gives us a terrible illustration of his cruelty in the 
story of the murder of Jonathan, to whom Felix was partly in¬ 
debted for his own elevation. The high priest had presumed to 
expostulate with the governor on some of his practices, and as¬ 
sassins were forthwith employed to murder him in the sanctuary of 
the Temple. 0 And as this crime illustrates one part of the sentence, in 
which Tacitus describes his character, so we may see the other parts 
of it justified and elucidated in the narrative of St. Luke ;—that 
which speaks of him as a voluptuary, by his union with Drusilla, 
whom he had enticed from her husband by aid of a magician, who 
is not unreasonably identified by some with Simon MaguSj ’—and 
that which speaks of his servile meanness, by his trembling without.) 
repentance at the preaching of Paul, and by his detention of him 
in prison from the hope of a bribe. When he finally left the 
Apostle in bonds at Ccesarea, *this also (as we shall see) was done 
from a mean desire to conciliate those who were about to accuse 
him at Rome of maladministration of the province. The final 
breach between him and the provincials seems to have arisen from 
a quarrel at Caesarea, between the Jewish and Heathen population, 
which grew so serious, that the troops were called out into the 
streets, and both slaughter and plunder was the result. 

The mention of this circumstance leads us to give some account of 
the troops quartered in Palestine and of the general distribution of 
the Roman army : without some notion of which no adequate ide*a 
can be obtained of the Empire and the Provinces. Moreover St. 
Paul is brought, about this part of his life, into such close relations 
with different parts of that military service, from which he draws 
some of his most forcible imagery, 8 that our narrative would be in- 


1 Josephus and Tacitusdifferastothe 
circumstances of his first coming into 
the East. According to one account, 
he was joint-procurator for a time with 
Cumanus, the latter holding Galilee, 
the former Samaria. From the circum¬ 
stance of his being called Antonius Fe¬ 
lix. it has been supposed that he was 
manumitteb by Antonia, the mother of 
Claudius. 


* Hist. v. 9. See Ant. xii. 64. 

- 3 War, ii, 13. 2. 

4 Ant. xx. 8. 6. War, ii. 13. 6. 

4 See the preceding chapter. 

3 Ant. xx. 8. 6. His treachery to 
Eleazar the areh-robber, mentioned by 
Josephus in the same section, should 
not be unnoticed. 

7 See p. 66, n. 1. ' 

* See especially Ephbvi. Jp-18; nj*> 
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complete without some account both of the Praetorian guards and 
the legionary soldiers. The latter force may be fitly described in* 
connection with Caesarea, and we shall see that it is not out of place 
to allude here to the former also, though its natural association is 
with the city of Pome. 

That division between the armed and unarmed provinces, to 
which attention has been called before (pp. 115-117), 1 will sefve 
to direct us to the principle on which the Roman legions were 
distributed. They were chiefly posted in the outer provinces or 
along the frontier, the immediate neighbourhood of the Mediter¬ 
ranean being completely subdued under the sway of Rome. Tho 
military force required in Gaul and Spain was much smaller than 
it had been in the early days of Augustus. Even in Africa tho 
frontier was easily maintained : for the Romans do not seem to 
have been engaged thqyc in that interminable war with native 
tribes, which occupies the French in» Algeria. The greatest ac¬ 
cumulation of legions was on the northern and eastern boundaries 
of the Empire,-—along the courses of the three frontier rivers, 
the Rhine, the Danube, and the Euphrates ; 2 and, finally, three 
legions were stationed in Britain and three in Judrea. We know 
the very names of these legions. Just as we find memorials of the 
second, the ninth, and the twentieth in connection with Chester 3 
or York, so by the aid of historians or historic monuments we can 
trace the presence of the fifth, the tenth, and the fifteenth in 
Cffisarea, Ptolemais, or Jerusalem. 4 And here two principles must 
be bomt^in mind which regulated the stations of the legions. They 
did not move from province to province, as our troops are taken in 
succession from one colony to another ; but they remained on one 
station for a vast number of years. And they were recruited, for 
the most part, from the provinces where they were posted : for the 
time had long passed away when every legionary soldier was an 
Italian and a freeborn Roman citizen. 3 Thus Josephus tells us 


1 Cor. xiv. 8; 1 These, v. 8; and 2 Tim. 
ii. 3, 4. 

1 We may add here, that the division 
of the provinces under the Emperors 
arose out of an earlier division under 
the Republic, when a Prqponsul with a 
large military force was sent to some 
provinces, and a Proprietor with a 
smaller force to others. 

* In the time of Augustus we find 
four legions in the neighbourhood of 
the Euphrates, eight on the Rhine- 
frontier, and six along the Danube 
(two in Moesia, two in Panno nia, and 
two in Dalmatia). In that of Hadrian 
the force on each of these rivers was 
considerably greater. 

3 Antiquarians acquainted with the 
monuments of. Chester are familiar 
with the letters Leo. xx. v. v. (Valens 
VIctrix). 

4 In the- History of Tacitus (v. 1> 
thy*# jOrnit Jegtaps ai* expressly men¬ 


tioned. Compare i. 10, ii. 4. The same 
legions are mentioned by Josephus. 
See, for instance, War, v. 1. G, v. 2. 3. 
We have also notices of them on Syrian 
coins and inscriptions. 

It should be noticed that the pas¬ 
sages just adduced from Josephus and 
Tacitus refer to the time when the 
Jewish war was breaking out. Judies 
may have been garrisoned, not by le¬ 
gions, but by detached cohorts, during 
the rule of Felix and Festus. 

5 At first under the Republic all 
Roman soldiers were Roman citizens. 
‘But in proportion as the public free¬ 
dom was lost in extent of conquest, 
war was gradually improved into on 
art and degraded into a trade.’ The 
change began with Marius. The alauda 
of Cssar was formed of strangers: but 
these troops afterwards received the 
Roman citizenship. With the distinc¬ 
tion between the Praetorian and legion- 
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repeatedly that the troops quartered in his native country were 
'reinforced from thence ;* not indeed, from the Jews,—for they 
were exempt from the duty of serving, 2 —but from the Greek and 
Syrian population. 

But what were these legions 1 We must beware of comparing 
them too exactly with our own regiments of a few hundred men: 
fotr they ought rather to be called brigades, each consisting of more 
than 6000 infantry, with a regiment of cavalry attached. Here we 
see the explanation of one part of the force sent down by Claudius 
Lysias to Antipatris. s Within the fortress of Antonia were stables 
for the horses of the troopers, as well as quarters for a cohort of 
infantry. But, moreover, every legion had attached to it a body 
of auxiliaries levied in the province, of almost equal number: and 
here, perhaps, we find the true account of the 200 ‘ spearmen,’ who 
formed a part of St. Paul’s escort, with the 200 legionary soldiers. 
Thus we can form to ourselves some notion of those troops (amount¬ 
ing, perhaps, to 35,000 men), the presence of which was so familiar 
a thing in Judaea, that the mention of them appears in the most 
solemn passages of the Evangelic and Apostolic history , 4 while a 
Jewish historian gives us one of the best accounts of their discipline 
and exercises . 3 

But the legionary soldiers, with their cavalry and auxiliaries, were 
not the only military force in the Empire, and, as it seems, not the 
only one in Judaea itself. The great body of troops at Rome (as we 
shall see when we have followed St. Paul to the metropolis) were 
the Praetorian Guards, amounting at this period to 10,,000 men . 0 
These favoured forces were entirely recruited from Italy ; their 
pay was higher, and their time of service shorter ; and, for the most 
part, they were not called out on foreign service . 7 Yet there is 
much weight in the opinion which regards the Augustan Cohort of 
Acts xxvii. 1 as a part of this Imperial Guard . 8 Possibly it was 

ary soldiers, all necessary connection 5 War, iii. 5. 

between citizenship and military ser- 6 Under Augustus there were nine co¬ 
vice ceased to exist. In strict con- horts. Under Tiberius they were raised 
formity with this state of things we to ten. The number was not increased 
find that Claudius Lysias was a citizen again till after St. Paul's time, 
by purchase, not because he was a 7 Such a general rule would have 
military officer. exceptions,—as in the case of our own 

1 Ant. xiv. 15. 10. War, i. 17. 1. Guards at Waterloo and, Sebastopol. 

* Jos. Ant. xiv. 10. 11-19. 8 This is a question' of some diffi- 

* What is written here and in the culty. Two opinions held by various 
preceding chapter is based on the as- commentators may, we think, readily 
sumption that the cohort under the be dismissed. 1. This cohort Augusta 
command of Claudius Lysias was a was net a part of any legio Augusta, 
legirmtiry cohort. But it is by no means 2. It was not identical with the Scbas- 
certain that it was not an independent tent (so named from Sebaste in Sama- 
cohort, like those called ‘Augustan’ ria) mentioned by Josephus: for,in the 
and ‘ Italic.’ It appears that such co- ' first place, this ‘was a troop of horse, 
horts really contained 1000 men each, and secondly, we should expect a dif- 

4 It must be borne, in mind that ferent term to be used. 4 

some of the soldiers mentioned in the Wieseler thinks this cohort was a 
Gospels belonged to Herod’s military special corps enrolled by Nero dnder 
force: but since his troops were dis- the name of Augustani. They wore the 
ciplined on the Roman model, we need elite of tbePreetorians, and ucopnipenied 
hardly make this distinction. Nero to Greece.. s The dateof'tgmr on- 

' ,v ' - 
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identical ‘ with the Italic Cohort of Acts x. 1. It might well be that* 
the same corps might be called ‘ Italic,’ because its men were ex- , 
clusively Italians; and ‘Augustan,’because they were properly 
part of the Emperor’s guard, though some of them might occasion¬ 
ally be attached to the person of a provincial governor. And we 
observe that, while Cornelius (x. 1) and Julius (xxvii. 1) are both 
Roman names, it is at Csesarea that each of these cohorts is said ,to 
have been stationed. As regards the Augustan cohort, if the view 
above given is correct, one result of it is singularly interesting : for 
it seems that Julius the centurion* who conducted the Apostle Paul 
to Rome, can be identified with a high degree of probability with 
Julius Priscus, who was afterwards prefect of the Praetorian Guards 
under the Emperor Vitellius. 3 

This brief notice may suffice, concerning the troops quartered 
in Palestine, and especially at Csesarea. The city itself remains to 
be described. Little nftw survives on the spot to aid us in the 
restoration of this handsome metropolis. On the wide area once 
occupied by its busy population there is silence, interrupted only 
by the monotonous washing of the sea ; and no sign of human life, 
save the occasional encampment of Bedouin Arabs, or the accident 
of a small coasting vessel anchoring off the shore. The best of the 
ruins are engulfed by the sand, or concealed by the encroaching 
sea. The nearest road passes at some distance, so that compara¬ 
tively few travellers have visited Cajsarea. 3 Tts glory was short¬ 
lived. Its decay has been complete, as its rise was arbitrary and 
sudden. Strabo, in the reign of Augustus, describes at this part of 
tjte inhospitable coast'of Palestine nothing but a landing-place with 
a castle called Strato’s tower. Less than eighty years afterwards 
we read in Tacitus and Pliny of a city here, which was in possession 
of honourable privileges, which was the ‘ Head of Judeea,’ as Antioch 
was of Syria. Josephus explains to us the change which took place 
in so short an interval, by describing the work which Herod the 
Great began and completed in twelve years. * Before building Anti- 


rolment constitutes u difficulty. But 
might not the cohort in question be 
some other detachment of the Prretorian 
Guards? 

It appears from Joseph. War, iii. 4. 
2 ,. that five cohorts (independently of 
the legions) were regularly stationed 
at Csesarea, and the Augustan cohort 
may very well have been one of them. 
But we are not by any means limited 
to those. Dean Alford remarks, very 
justly, that we must not assume, as too 
many commentators have done, that 
this cohort was resident at Csesarea. 

1 See p. 28, n. 5, also p. 96, n. 4, (in 
the account’of Cornelius,) where it is 
shown that this corps cannot have been 
a cohort of Nero’s Legio prima ItaJica. 
One objection to the view of Meyer, 
whs Identifies the two, is that Judaea 
Jraahot Under procurators at the time 
fjJF .'j^^waveiflou of jComelius. But 


there is great obscurity about the early 
dates in the Acts. If the ‘ Augustan 
cohort’ is identical with the Augustan* 
of Nero, it is clear that the ‘ Italic co¬ 
hort ’ is not the same. 

2 The argument is given in full by 
Wieseler. 

3 Thus Dr. Robinson was prevented 
from visiting or describing what re¬ 
mains. The fullest account is perhaps 
that in Buckingham’s Travels (i. 197- 
215). See also Irby and Mangles, and 
Lamartine. There is an excellent de¬ 
scription of the place, with illustrations, 
at the end of the first volume of Dr. 
Traill’s Josephus. Our illustration, at 
the close of the preceding chapter, is 
from Bartlett’a Footsteps of Our Lord 
and His Apostles. We may refer now 
to the views in Van de Velde’s Pay* 
dC Israel. 

* Antiq. xv. 8, 6. War, I. 21. 6-8. 



606 The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. „ [ch. 

patris in honour of his father (see p. 597), he built on the shore 
(between Dora and Joppa, where Strato’s castle stood near the 
boundary of Galilee and Samaria, a city of sumptuous palaces in 
honour of Augustus Caesar. The city was provided with everything 
that could contribute to magnificence,' amusement, 1 2 and health. 3 
But its great boast was its harbour, which provided for the ships 
wh(ch visited that dangerous coast a safe basin, equal in extent to 
the Piraeus. 4 Vast stones were sunk in the sea to the depth of 
twenty fathoms, 5 and thus a stupendous breakwater 6 was formed, 
curving round so as to afford complete protection from the south¬ 
westerly winds, 7 and open oidy on the north. Such is an imperfect 
description of that city, which in its rise and greatest eminence is 
exactly cotemporaneous with the events of which wo read in the 
Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles. It has, indeed, some connection 
with later history. Vespasian was here declared Emperor, and he con¬ 
ferred on it the title of a colony, with the additional honour of being 
called by his own name. Here Eusebius" and Procopius were born, and 
thus it is linked with the recollections of Constantine and Justinian. 


After this time its annals are obscured, though the character of its 
remains—which have been aptly termed 1 * ruins of ruins,’—show 
that it must have long been a city of note under the successive occu¬ 
pants of Palestine. 0 Its chief association, however, must always 
be with the age of which we are writing. Its two great features 
were its close connection with Rome and the Emperors, and the 
large admixture of Heathen strangers in its population. Not only 
do we see here the residence of Roman procurators, 10 the quarters 
of imperial troops,” and the port by which Judaea was ente:-ed from 


1 The buildings were of white stone. 

2 It contained both a theatre and an 
amphilheatre. The former possesses 
great interest for us, as being the scene 
of the death of Agrippa (p. 10G). 
Some traces of it are said to remain. 

3 The arrangement of the sewers is 
particularly mentioned by Josephus. 
The remains of the aqueducts are still 
visible. 

4 This is the comparison of Josephus, 
Antiq. In the ‘ War’ he says it was 
greater than the Pincus. 

5 Most of the stones were 50 feet 
long, 18 feet broad, and 0 feet deep. 
Josephus, however, is not quite con¬ 
sistent with himself in his statement 
of the dimensions. 

6 This breakwater has been com¬ 
pared to that of Plymouth: but it was 
more like that of Cherbourg, and the 
whole harbour may more fitly be com¬ 
pared to the harbours of refuge now 
(1852) in construction at Holyhead and 
Portland. 

7 Josephus particularly says that the 

places on this part of the coast were 

‘bad for anchorage on account of the 

swell towards (i.e. from) the S.W.’—a 
passage which deserves careful atten¬ 


tion, as illustrating Acts xxvii. 12. 

8 He was the first biblical geogra¬ 
pher (as Forbiger remarks in bis ac¬ 
count. of Csesarea), and to him we owe 
the Onomasticon, translated by Jerome. 
This place was also one of the scenes of 
Origen’s theological labours. 

0 See the Appendix of Ur. Traill’s 
Josephus , vol. i. xlix.-lvi., where a very 
copious account is given of the existing 
state of Cscsarea. Its ruins are de¬ 
scribed as ‘ remains from which ob¬ 
trude the costly materials of a succes¬ 
sion of structures, and which furnish a 
sort of condensed commentary upon 
that series of historical evidence which 
we derive from books.’ Of late years 
they have been used as a quarry, 
furnishing shafts and ready-wrought 
blocks, &e., for public buildings at Acre 
and elsewhere. 

10 We are inclined to think that the 
‘•prsetorium ’ or * palace ’ of Herod (Acts 
xxiii. 35) was a different building from 
the official residence of Felix and 
Festus. This seems to be implied in 
xxiv. 24 and xxv. 23. We shall have 
occasion again to refer to the word 
frpaiTwptor, Chap. XXVI. 

11 See above on the Augustan cohort. 
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the west., but a Roman impress was ostentatiously given to every¬ 
thing that belonged to Csesarea. The conspicuous object to thoscf 
who approached from the sea was a temple dedicated to Cmsar and 
to Rome :* the harbour was called the ‘Augustan harbour : ’ 3 the 
city itself was ‘Augustan Ctosarea.’ 3 And, finally, the foreign 
influence here was so great, that the Septuagint translation of the 
Scriptures was read in the synagogues. 1 There was a standing 
quarrel between the Greeks and the Jews, as to whether it was a 
Greek city or a Jewish city. The Jews appealed to the fact that it 
was built by a Jewish prince. The Greeks pointed to the temples 
and statues. 5 This quarrel was never appeased till the great war 
broke out, the first act of which was the slaughter of 20,000 Jews in 
the streets of Caesarea. 0 

Such was the city in which St. Paul was kept in detention among 
the Roman soldiers, till the time .should come for his trial before 
that unscrupulous governor, whose character has been above de¬ 
scribed. His accusers were not long m arriving. The law required 
that causes should be heard speedily ; and the Apostle’s enemies at 
Jerusalem were not wanting in zeal. Thus, ‘ after five days ,’ 7 the 
high priest Ananias and certain members of the Sanhedrin 8 appeared, 
with one of those advocates who practised in the law courts of the 
provinces, where the forms of Roman law were imperfectly known, 
and the Latin language imperfectly under-stood.“ The man, whoso 
professional services were engaged on this occasion, was called Ter- 
tullus. The name is Roman, and there is little doubt that ho was 
an Italian, and spoke on this occasion in Latin. 10 The criminal infor- 
• mation # was formally laid before the governor. 11 The prisoner was 
summoned, 11 and Tertullus brought forward the charges against him 
in a set speech, which we need not quote at length. He began by 
loading Felix with unmerited praises, 13 and then proceeded to allege 


1 This temple has been alluded to 
before, p. 96. Josephus says that in 
the temple were two statues, one of 
Home and one of Ctcsar. Ant. In 
War, ho says that the statues were 
colossal, that of Ctesur equal in size to 
the Olympian Jupiter, and that of 
Rome to the Argive Juno. 

s We find this teqn on eoins of 
Agrippa I. One of them is given in 
our larger editions. 

* So it is called by Josephus. Ant. 
xv. X. 51. 

4 LightfootonActsvi.l. Seep.30,n.4. 

5 Ant. xx. 8. 7. War, ii. 13. 7. 

6 War, ii. 18. i. See pp. 602, 603. 

7 It is most natural to reckon these 
five days from the time of St. Paul’s 
departure from Jerusalem. 

* ‘With the Elders;’ by which we 
are to understand representatives or 
deputies from the Sanhedrin. 

* The accuser and the accused could 
plead in person, as St. Paul did here; 
out advocati (p>irop«t) were often em¬ 
ployed. It was a common practice for 


voting Roman lawyers to go with con¬ 
suls and pnetors to the provinces, and 
to ‘ qualify themselves by this provin¬ 
cial practice for the sharper struggles 
of the forum at home.’ We have an 
instance in the cate of CtcliuH, who 
spent his .vomit in this way in Africa. 
Cic. pro Cal. 30. It must*be remem¬ 
bered that Latin was the proper lan¬ 
guage of the law courts in every part 
of the Empire. Sec p. 2. 

10 See p. 3, for remarks on Tertul¬ 
lus and the peculiarly Latin character 
of the speech here given. 

11 ‘They laid information before the 
governor against Paul,’ xxiv. 1. See 
xxv. 2. 

13 ‘ When he was summoned,’ vcr. 2. 
The presence of the accused was re¬ 
quired bv the Roman law. 

15 See" above, it is worth while, to 
notice here dne phrase winch is exactly 
the Latin tad providentid. It may be 
illustrated by the inscription: I'ltovin. 
AUG. on the coin of Commodus in the 
title-page of this edition. 
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Ahree distinct heads of accusation against St. Paul,—charging him, 
urst, with causing factious disturbances among all the Jews through¬ 
out the Umpire 1 (which was an offence against the Roman Govern¬ 
ment, and amounted to Majestas or treason against the Emperor),— 
secondly, with being a ringleader of ‘ the sect of the Nazarenes ’ a 
(which involved heresy against the Law of Moses),—and thirdly, 
with an attempt to profane the Temple at Jerusalem 3 (an offence not 
only against the Jewish, but also against the Roman Law, which 
protected the Jews in the exercise of their worship). He concluded 
by asserting (with serious deviations from the truth) that Lysias, the 
commandant of the garrison, had forcibly taken the prisoner away, 
when the Jews were about to judge him by their own ecclesiastical 
law, and had thuB improperly brought the matter before Felix. 4 
Th<r drift of this representation was evidently to persuade Felix to 
give up St. Paul to the Jewish courts, in which case his assassina¬ 
tion would have been easily* accomplished!And the Jews who 
were present gave a vehement assent to the statements of Tertullus, 
making no secret of their animosity against St. Paul, and asserting 
that these things were indeed so. 

The governor now made a gesture 6 to the prisoner to signify that 
he might make his defence. The Jews were silent: and the Apostle, 
after briefly expressing his satisfaction that he had to plead his cause 
before one so well acquainted with Jewish customs, refuted Tertullus 
step by step. He said that on his recent visit to Jerusalem at the 
festival (and he added that it was only ‘ twelve days ’ since he had 
left Csesarea for that purpose), 7 he had caused no disturbance in any 
part of Jerusalem,—that, as to heresy, he had never swerved from, 
his belief in the Law and the Prophets, and that in conformity with 
that belief, he held the doctrine of a resurrection, and sought to live 
conscientiously before the God of his fathers, 8 —and, as to the 
Temple, so far from profaning it, he had been found in it delibe- 


1 A mover of sedition among all the 
Jews throughout the world. 

3 A ringleader of the sect of the Na¬ 
zarenes. On the word for sect see be¬ 
low, note, on ver. 14. The Authorised 
Version unfortunately renders the same 
Greek word, in one "case by ‘sect,’ in 
the other ‘heresy,’ and thus conceals 
the link of connection. As regards 
‘ Nazarene,’ this is the only place where 
it occurs in this sense. See pp. 116,117. 
In the mouth of Tertullus it was a term 
of reproach, as ‘ Christian ’ below (xxvi. 
28) in that of Agrippa. 

3 Who hath also gone about to pro¬ 
fane the Temple. 

4 We have before observed that the 

Sanhedrin was still allowed to exercise 
criminal jurisdiction over ecclesiastical 
offenders. 0 

3 Compare the two attempts, xxiii. 
16 and kxv. 8. 

3 Ver. 10. It is some help towards our 
realising the scene in our imagination, 
If we remember that Felix was seated 


on the tribunal (/3rju o) like Gallio 
(xviii. 12) and Festus (xxv. 6). 

7 In reckoning these twelve days (ver. 
11) it would be possible to begin with 
the arrival in Jerusalem instead of the 
departure for Cassarea,—or we might 
exclude the days after the return to 
Ctesajea. Wiegjeler’s arrangement of the 
time is as follows. 1st day: Departure 
from Caesarea. 2nd: Arrival at Jeru¬ 
salem. 3rd: Meeting of the Elders. 
4th ( Pentecost): Arrest in the Temple. 
5tli: Trial before the Sanhedrin. 6th. 
(at night): Departure to Caesarea. 7th: 
Arrival. 12th (five days after): Ana¬ 
nias leaves Jerusalem. 18th: Ananias 
■reaches Cawarea. Trial before Felix. 

8 It has been well observed that the 
classical phrase ‘ our hereditary God ’ 
(ver. 14) was Uidiciously employed be¬ 
fore Felix. ‘The Apostle asserts that, 
according to the Roman law which al¬ 
lowed all men to worship the gods of 
their own nation, he is not open to any 
charge of irteligion.’ Humphry. 
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ratelv observing the very strictest ceremonies. The Jews of ‘Asia,’ 
he added, who had been his first accusers, ought to have been pre¬ 
sent as witnesses now. Those who were present knew full well that 
no other charge was brought home to him before the Sanhedrin, 
except what related to the belief that he held in common with the 

* Pharisees. But, without further introduction, we quote St. Luke’s 

ACTS summary of his own words. 

10 Knowing, as I do, that thou hast been judge over laawiei ti«> 
this nation for many years, I defend myself in the wHShim. 
matters brought against me with greater confidence. 

11 For 1 * it is in thy power to learn, that only twelve 
days have passed since I went up to Jerusalem to 

12 worship. And neither in the Temple, nor in the 
synagogues, nor in the streets, did they find me dis¬ 
puting with any man, or causing any disorderly con- 

< 13 course 3 of people; nor can they prove against me 
the things whereof they now accuse me. 

14 But this I acknowledge to thee, that I follow the m«ow» 
opinion , 3 which they call a sect , 4 * and thus worship cu.c. 
the God of my fathers. And I believe all things 
which are written in the Law and in the Prophets ; 

15 and I hold a hope towards God, which my accusers 
themselves 8 entertain, that there will be a resurrec¬ 
tion of tjie dead, both of the just and of the unjust. 

16 Wherefore 6 I myself also 7 strive earnestly to keep a 
conscience always void of offence 8 towards God and 

, man. 

17 Now after several 9 years I came 10 hither, to bring 


1 The connection of this with the 
preceding is that Felix, having so long 
governed the province, would know 
that Paul had not been resident there 
before, during several years; besides 
which he could easily ascertain the 
date of his recent arrival. 

* This is a Pauline wqpd found,no- 
where else in N. T. except 2 Cor. xi. 
28. The literal translation would be a 
mob. 

* Way, i.e. a religious opinion or sect. 
(See chap. xxii. 4.) 

4 Properly a sect or religious party ; 
not used in a bad sense. See Acts v. 

17 and xv. 6, and especially xxvi. 5, 
where the same word is used. St. Paul 
means to say for rather did say in the 

argument of which St. Luke here gives 

the outlines): ‘Our nation is divided 

into religious parties which are called 

seats; thus there is the sect of the 

Pharisees and' the sect of the Sadducees, 


and so now we are called the sect of the 
Nazarenes. I do not deny that I belong 
to the latter sect; but 1 claim for it the 
same toleration which is extended by 
the Homan law to the others. I claim 
the right which you nllow to all the 
nations under vour government, of wor¬ 
shipping their national gods.* 

6 This shows that the Pharisees were 
the principal accusers of St. l’aul; and 
that the effect produced upon them by 
his speech before the Sanhedrin was 
only momentary. 

8 Compare 2 Cor. v. 9, where the 
same conclusion is derived from the 
same premises. 

7 The best MSS. have also. 

8 Literally, containing no cause of 
stumbling. This also is a Pauline word, 
occurring only'1 Cor. x. 32, and Phil. i. 
10, in N. T. 

9 ‘ Several,’ not so strong as • many. 

to ‘ 1 came into this country.’ 
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alms 1 to my nation, and offerings to the Temple,* 

And they found me so doing in the Temple, after I xxiv.t 
had undergone purification ; not gathering together 
a multitude, nor causing a tumult; but certain Jews 
from Asia discovered me, who ought to have been is 
here before thee to accuse me, if they had anything 
to object against me. 

b& fSt 1 ^ 0 r 1©* these my accusers themselves say whether 20 

guWan^yth'e they found me guilty of any offence, when I stood 
before the Sanhedrin ; except it be for these words 21 
only which I cried out as I stood in the midst of - 
them: ‘ Concerning the resurrection of the dead, I 
am called in question before you this day.’ 

There was all the appearance of truthfulness in St. Paul’s words; 
and they harmonised entirely with the statement contained in the 
dispatch of Claudius Lysias. Moreover, Felix had resided so long 
in Caesarea, 8 where the Christian religion had been known for many 
years,* and had penetrated even among the troops, 5 that 1 he had a 
more accurate knowledge of their religion’ (v. 22) than to be easily 
deceived by the misrepresentations of the Jews. 6 Thus a strong 
impression was made on the mind of this wicked man. But his was 
one of those characters, which are easily affected by feelings, but 
always drawn away from right action by the overpowering motive of 
self-interest. He could not make up his mind to acquit St. Paul. 

He deferred all inquiry into the case for the present. * ‘ When 
Lysias comes down,’ he said, ‘ I will decide finally 7 between you.' 
Meanwhile he placed the Apostle under the charge of the centurion 
who had brought him to Ciesarea, 8 with directions that ho should 
be treated with kindness and consideration. Close confinement was 
indeed necessary, both to keep him in safety from the Jews, and 
because he was not yet acquitted : but orders were given that he 
should have every relaxation which could be permitted in such a 


1 This is the only mention of this 
collection in the Acts, and its occur¬ 
rence here is a striking undesigned 
coincidence between the Acts and 
Epistles. 

8 Offerings. Wc need not infer that 
St. Paul brought offerings to the Temple 
with him from foreign parts; this in it¬ 
self would have been not unlikely, but 
it seems inconsistent with St. James’s 
remarks (Acts xxi. 23, 24). The pre¬ 
sent is only a condensation for ‘ I came 
tt> Jerusalem to bring alms to my na¬ 
tion, and I entered the Temple to make- 
offerings to the Temple. 

* If these events took place in the 
year 68 a.d, he had been governor six 
years. 

* See Acts viii. 40. 

* Acts x. Besides other means of 
isfbnnation, we must remember that 


Drusilla, his present wife, was a Jewess. 

* Such is the turn given to the words 
by some of the best commentators. Or 
they may be taken to denote that he 
was too well mformed concerning the 
Christian religion to require any further 
information that might be elicited by 
the trial; it was only needful to wait 
for the coming of Lysias. 

7 This is more correct than the A.V. 

8 Not ‘ a centurion,’ as in A. V. A 
natural inference from the use of the 
article is, that it was the same centurion 
who had brought St. Paul from Anti- 
patris (see above), and Mr. Birks traces 
here an undesigned coincidence. But 
no stress can be laid on this view. The 
officer might be simply the centurion 
Who was present and on duty at the 
time. 
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case, 1 and tliat any of his friends should be allowed to visit .him, 
and to minister to his comfort.' 2 * . 

We read nothing, however, of Lysias coming to Caesarea, or at 
any further judicial proceedings. Some few days afterwards * Felix 
came into the audience-chamber 4 with his wife Drusilla, and the 

! )risoner was summoned bofore them. Drusilla, 4 being a Jewess’ 
v. 24), took a lively interest in what Felix told her of Paul, and 
was curious to hear something of this faith which had ‘ Christ ’*for 
its object. 5 Thus Paul had an opportunity in his bonds of preaching 
the Gospel, and such an opportunity as he could hardly otherwise 
have obtained. His audience consisted of a Roman libertine and a 
profligate Jewish princess : and he so preached, as a faithful Apostle 
must needs have preached to such hearers. In speaking of Christ, 
he spoke of ‘ righteousness and temperance and judgment to come,’ 
and while he was so discoursing, ‘ Felix trembled.’ Yet still we 
hear of no decisive result. ‘ Go thy way for this time : when I have 
a convenient season, I will send for thee,’—was the response of the 
conscience-stricken but impenitent sinner, —the response which the 
Divine Word has received ever since, when listened to in a like 
spirit. 

We are explicitly informed why this governor shut his ears to 
conviction, and even neglected his official duty, and kept his prisoner 
in cruel suspense. ‘ He hoped that he might receive from Paid a 
bribe for his liberation.’ He was not the only governor of Judeoa, 
against whom a similar accusation is brought: 6 and Felix, well 
knowing how the Christians aided one another in distress, and 
possibly having some information of the funds with which St. Paul 
"nad recently been entrusted, 7 and ignorant of those principles which 
make it impossible for a true Christian to tamper by bribes with the 
course of law,—might naturally suppose that he had here a good 
prospect of enriching himself. ‘ Hence he frequently sent for Paul, 
and had many conversations 8 with him.’ But his hopes were un¬ 
fulfilled. Paul, who was ever ready to claim the protection of the 
law, would not seek to evade it by dishonourable means : 0 and the 


1 See below. 

* v. 23. 

8 v. 24. 

4 We mast understand that Felix 
and Drusilla came to sortie place Conve¬ 

nient for an audience, probably the hall 

mentioned below (xxv. 23) where the 

Apostle spoke before Festus with 
Drusilla’B brother and sister, Agrippa 
and Berenice. 

8 Observe the force of being a Jewess. 
We should also notice the phrase by 
which the Gospel is here described, the 
faith in Christ or the Messiah. The 
name 4 Christum ’ was doubtless fa¬ 
miliarly known at Ceesarea. And a 
Jewish princess must necessarily have 
been curious to hear some account of 
what professed to be the fulfilment of 
Jewish prophecy. Compare xxv. 22. 


6 Albinus, who succeeded Festus, is 
said to have released many prisoners, 
but those only from whom he received 
a bribe. Joseph. Ant. xx. 8. 6. War, 
ii. 14. 1. 

1 This suggestion is made by Mr. 
Birks. For the contributions which 
St. Paul had recently brought to Jeru¬ 
salem, see above. 

a We may contrast the verb here 
(v. 26) with that for continuous address 
(v. 25), as we have done before in the 
narrative of the night-service at Troas, 
xx. 9, 11. 

8 It is allowable here to refer to the 
words in which Socrates refused the aid 
of his friend« who urged him to escape 
from prison : while in comparing the 
two cases we cannot but contrast the 
vague though overpowering sense of 
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Christiana, who knew how to pray for an Apostle in bonds (Acts xii.), 
X'ould not forget the duty of ‘ rendering unto C«esar the things that 
are Caesar’s. ’ Thus Paul remained in the Prsetorium; and the 
suspense continued ‘ two years.’ 

Such a pause in a career of such activity,—such an arrest of the 
Apostle’s labours at so critical a time,—two years taken from the 
best, part of a life of such importance to the world,—would seem to 
us a mysterious dispensation of Providence, if we did not know that 
God has an inner work to accomplish in those who are the chosen 
instruments for effecting His greatest purposes. As Paul' might 
need the repose of preparation in Arabia, before he entered on his 
career , 1 so his prison at Caesarea might be consecrated to the calm 
meditation, the less interrupted prayer,—which resulted in a deeper 
experience and knowledge of the power of the Gospel. Nor need 
we assume that his active exertions for others were entirely sus¬ 
pended. ‘ The care of all the churches ’ might still be resting on 
him : many messages, and even letters, 3 of which we know nothing, 
may have been sent from Caesarea to brethren at a distance. And 
a plausible conjecture fixes this period and place for the writing of 
St. Luke’s Gospel under the superintendence of the Apostle of the 
Gentiles. 

All positive information, however, is denied us concerning the 
employments of St. Paul while imprisoned at Caesarea. We are 
the more disposed, therefore, to turn our thoughts to the considera¬ 
tion of the nature and outward circumstances of his confinement; 
and this inquiry is indeed necessary for the due elucidation of the 
narrative. 

When an accusation was brought against a Roman citizen, the'' 
magistrate, who had criminal jurisdiction in the case, appointed the 
time for hearing the cause, and detained the accused in custody 
during the interval. He was not bound to fix any definite time for 
the trial, but might defer it at his own arbitrary pleasure ; and he 
might also commit the prisoner at his discretion to any of the seve¬ 
ral kinds of custody recognised by the Roman law. These were as 
follows :—First, confinement in the public gaol ( custodia publica), 
which was the most severe kind ; the common gaols throughout the 
Empire being dungeons of the worst description, where the prisoners 
were kept in chains, or even bound in positions of torture. Of this 
we have seen an example in the confinement of Paul and Silas at 
Philippi. Secondly, free custody ( custodia libera), which was the 
mildest kind. Here the accused party was committed to the charge 
of a magistrate or senator, who became responsible for his appear¬ 
ance on the day of trial; but this species of detention was only em¬ 
ployed in the case of men of high rank. Thirdly, military custody 
{custodia militaris), which was introduced at the beginning of the 
Imperial regime. In this last species of custody the accused |>erson 
was given in charge to a soldier, who was responsible with his own 
life for the safe keeping of his prisoner. This was further secured 

moral duty in the Heathen philosopher, 1 It is well known that some have 
with the dear and lofty perception of thought that the Ephesians, Colossians, 
eternal realities in the inspired Apostle, and Philemdh were written here. This 
1 See pp. 79, 80. question will be considered hereafter 



XXII.} Political State of Judea. 613 

by chaining the prisoner’s right hand to the soldier’s left. The 
soldiers of course relieved one another in this duty. Their pri-t 
soner was usually kept in their barracks, but sometimes allowed to 
reside in a private house under their charge. 

It was under this latter species of custody that St. Paul was now 
placed by Felix, who ‘ gave him in charge to the centurion, that he 
should be kept in custody’ (Acts xxiv. 23); but (as we have sqpn) 
he added the direction, that he should be treated with such indul¬ 
gence' as this kind of detention permitted. Josephus tells us that, 
when the severity of Agrippa’s imprisonment at Rome was miti¬ 
gated, his chain was relaxed at mealtimes. 11 This illustrates the 
nature of the alleviations which such confinement admitted ; and 
it is obvious that the centurion might render it more or less galling, 
according to his inclination, or the commands he had received. 
The most important alleviation of St. Paul’s imprisonment con¬ 
sisted in the order, whfcli Felix added, that his friends should be 
allowed free access to him. 

Meantime, the political state of Judaea grew more embarrassing. 
The exasperation of the people under the mal-administration of 
Felix became increasingly implacable ; and the crisis was rapidly 
approaching. It was during the two years of St. Paul’s imprison¬ 
ment that the disturbances, to which allusion has been made before, 
took place in the streets of Cassarea. The troops, who were chiefly 
recruited in the province, fraternised with the Heathen population, 
while the Jews trusted chiefly to the influence of their wealth. In 
the end Felix was summoned to Rome, and the Jews followed him 
.with thfeir accusations. Thus it was that he was anxious, even at 
his departure, ‘ to confer obligations upon them’ (v. 27), and one 
effort to diminish his unpopularity was 1 to leave Paul in bonds.’ 
In so doing, he doubtless violated the law, and trifled with the 
rights of a Roman citizen ; but the favour of the provincial Jews 
was that which he needed ; and the Christians were weak in com¬ 
parison with them ; nor were such delays in the administration of 
justice unprecedented, either at Romo or in the provinces. Thns 
it was, that, as another governor of Judma 3 opened the prisons that 


1 Acts xxiv. 23. Meyer and De 
Wette have understood this as though 
St. Paul was committed to the cuatodia 
libera j but we have seeif that thiS kind 
of detention was only employed in the 
case of men of rank ; and moreover, 
the mention of the centurion excludes 
it. But besides this, it is expressly 
stated (Acts xxiv. 27) that Felix left 
Paul chained. The same Greek word 
(meaning relaxation ) is applied to the 
mitigation of Agrippa’s imprisonment 
(Jos. Ant. xviii. 6 . 10) on the accession 
of Caligula, although Agrippa was still 
left under cuetodia militant, and still 
bound with a chain. We shall have 
occasion to refer again to this relaxa¬ 
tion of Agrippa’s imprisonment as il¬ 
lustrating that of St. Paul at Rome. 


There, was, indeed, a lighter form of 
cuatodia milituria sometimes employed, 
under the name of obsenatio, when the 
soldier kept guard over his prisoner, 
andaccompaniedhim wherever he went, 
but was not chained to him. To this 
we might have supposed St. Paul sub¬ 
jected, both at Cicsarea and at Rome, 
were not such an hypothesis excluded 
as to Caesarea by Acts xxiv. 27, xxvi. 
29, and as to Rome by Eph. vi. 20, Phil, 
i. 13. Compare Acts xxviii. 16, 81. 

» Such seems the meaning of ‘ relax¬ 
ation at to eating ’ in the passage of 
Josephus, referred to in the preceding 
note. • ... x 

* Albums. See above, p. Oil. Jo¬ 
sephus says that, though he received 
bribes for opening the prisons, he wished 
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he might make himself popular, Felix, from the same motive, 
*> riveted the chains of an innocent man. The same enmity of the 
world against the Gospel which set Barabbas free, left Paul a 
prisoner. 

No change seems to have taken place in the outward circum¬ 
stances of the Apostle, when Festus came to take command of the 
province. He was still in confinement as before. But immedi¬ 
ately on the accession of the new governor, the unsleeping hatred 
of the Jews made a fresh attempt upon his life ; and the course of 
their proceedings presently changed the whole aspect of his case, 
and led to unexpected results. 

When a Roman governor came to his province—whether his 
character was coarse and cruel, like that of Felix, or reasonable and 
just, as that of Festus seems to have been,—his first step would be 
to make himself acquainted with the habits and prevalent feelings 
of the people he was come to rule, and to visit such places as might 
seem to be more peculiarly associated with national interests. The 
Jews were the most remarkable people in the whole extent of the 
Roman provinces : and no city was to any other people what Jeru¬ 
salem was to the Jews. We are not surprised, therefore, to learn 
that ‘ three days’ after his arrival at the political metropolis, Festus 
‘went up to Jerusalem.’ Here he was immed .tely met by an 
urgent request against St. Paul, 1 preferred by the chief priests and 
leading men among the Jews, 2 and seconded, as it seems, by a 
general concourse of the people, who came round him with no little 
vehemence and clamour. 3 They asked as a favour 4 (and they had 
good reason to hope that the new governor 5 on his accession would 
not refuse it), that he would allow St. Paul to be brought up to 
Jerusalem. The plea, doubtless, was, that he should be tried again 
before the Sanhedrin. But the real purpose was to assassinate 
• him 0 on some part of the road, over which he had been safely 
brought by the escort two years before. So bitter and so enduring 
was their hatred against the apostate Pharisee. The answer of 
Festus was dignified and just, and worthy of his office. He said 
that Paul was in custody” at Cassarea, and that he himself was 
shortly to return thither (v. 4), adding that it was not the custom 
of the Romans to give up an uncondemned personas a mere favour 8 
(v. 16). The accused must have the accuser face to face, 9 and full 
opportunity must be given for a defeiice (ib.). Those, therefore, 


by this act to make himself popular, 
when he found he was to be superseded 
by Gessius Floras. 

1 See v. 2 and v. 15. We should 
compare St. Luke’s statement with the 
two accounts given by Festus himself 
to Agrippa, below. 

* Again we should compare v. 2 and 
r. 15. Thus the accusers were again 
representatives of the Sanhedrin. 

* See the second account given by 
Festus himself to Agrippa, below, v. 24. 
►All the multitude of the Jews dealt 

mi, both at Jerusalem and also 


here, crying that he ought not to live 
any longer.’ 

* v. 8. See v. 16. 

3 Compare the conduct of Albums 
and Agrippa I., alluded to before. 

6 v. 3. 

? The English version ‘should’be 
kept’ is rather too peremptory. Festus 
doubtless expresses this decision, but 
in the most conciliating form. 

8 See above, v. 11. Compare the case 
of Pilate and Barabbas. 

9 v. 16. Compare the following pass¬ 
ages r Acts xxju. 80, xxiv. 19, xxv. 5. 
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■who were competent to undertake the task of accusers, 1 * should 
come down with him to Osesarea, and there prefer the accusation 
(v. 5 ). 

Festus remained ‘ eight or ten days’ in Jerusalem, and then re¬ 
turned to Caesarea ; and the accusers went down the same day.* No 
time was lost after their arrival. The very next day 3 4 Festus took 
his seat on the judicial tribunal,'* with his Assessors near him (v. 1£), 
and ordered Paul to be brought before him. ‘ The Jews who had 
come down from Jerusalem’ stood round, bringing various heavy 
accusations against him (which, however, they could not establish), 5 * 
and clamorously asserting that he was worthy of death. 0 We must 
not suppose that the charges now brought were different in sub 
stance from those urged by Tertullus. The Prosecutors were in 
fact the same now as then, namely, delegates from the Sanhedrin ; 
and the prisoner was still lying under the former accusation, which 
had never been withdr^vn. 7 We see from what is said of Paul’s 
defence, that the charges were still clhssed under the same three 
heads as before ; viz. Heresy, Sacrilege, and Treason. 8 But Festus 
saw very plainly that the offence was really connected with the re¬ 
ligious opinions of the Jews, instead of relating, as he at first ex¬ 
pected, to some political movement (ver. 18, 19) ; and he was soon 
convinced that Paul had done nothing worthy of death (v. 25). 
Being, therefore, in perplexity (v. 20), and at the same time de¬ 
sirous of ingratiating himself with the provincials (v. 9), he proposed 
to St. Paul that he should go up to Jerusalem, and be tried there 
in his presence, or at least under his protection. 9 But the Apostle 
jjnew fufl well the danger that lurked in this proposal, and, con¬ 
scious of the rights which he possessed as a Roman citizen, he 
refused to accede to it, and said boldly to Festus : 


I stand before Caesar's tribunal, and there ought 
my trial to be. To the Jews I have done no wrong, 
as thou knowest full well. If I am guilty, and have 
done anything worthy of death, I refuse not to die : 
but if the things whereof these men accuse me are 
nought, no man can give me up to them. I AP¬ 
PEAL UNTO CAESAR 


Festus was probably surprised by this termination of the pro¬ 
ceedings ; but no choice was open to him. Paul had urged his 
prerogative as a Roman citizen, to be tried, not by the Jewish, but 
by the Roman law ; 10 a claim which, indeed, was already admitted 


1 v. 6. 

3 The course of the narrative shows 
that they went immediately. This is 
also asserted in the phrase ‘go down 
with me,’ which does not necessarily 
imply that they went down in the same 
company with Festus. 

* * The next day,’ v. 6 [ ‘ without 
any delay on the morrow,’ v. 17. 

4 Seeegaiuver. 6, 17. 

^ .v£.: 

* See v. wheat the demand for 


his death is said to have taken place 
both at Jerusalem and Caesarea. 

7 At this period, an accused person 

might be kept in prison indefinitely, by 
the delay of the accuser, or the procras¬ 
tination of the magistrate. See our re¬ 
marks on this subject, at the beginning 
of Chap. XXy. „ , 

8 Acts xxv. 8, (1) ‘the Law,’ (2) 
‘the Temple,’ (8) ‘Caesar.’ 

* v. 9. In V. 20 this is omitted. 

»® v. 10. 
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citizenship, the right IP e ^ nl $ ar he instantly removed 
these P ot 0 ?‘’[ O ^’j u riSon™ t;he magistrate befor/whom he 
tranSe^eTit to the supreme tribunal of the Emperor at 

XVplain the ^S^SSSS^^St 

in the provinces of exercised by the Gover- 

Un ^f , "whethor > they we^e Prownsui^ Proprietors, or (as in the case 
norS, whether tney jurisdiction the provincials were sub- 

of Judaea) Procurators. To this junsaics ^ often exe? ._ 

ject-without appeal, an ner But t ^ e j Iowan citizens in the 

cised in the most arbitra y be brought before thb judgment-seat 

provinces, though also imble to be bro g of hig authority . 

of the Governor, were P rot6 ^ e o * ro dinga against them by 

at once transferred 

appealing to the Tn > ,, ordinary tribunals at Rome . 3 

the cognisance of th . . .v * prerogative of interces- 

This power the execu¬ 
tion (as it was called) by which Under the Imperial 

tion of the sentences of all ot agi * . Augustus 

regime, the Emperor stood m Aug 

of other magistrates, but claimed and exercised the right of rovers- 

a T«i™tt“ 

. .. A ±l. ♦ViArA was no 

i ‘Wilt thou,’&c. . 

* The expression here used (equiva¬ 
lent to the I.atin appellare) was the 
regular technical phrase for lodging an 
appeal. The Roman law did not re¬ 
quire any written appeal to be lodged 
jh the handa of the Court; pronuncia 
tion of the angle word Appetlo was 
sufficient to suspend all further pro- 
ceedin — 


tatives of the Comitia, there was no 
anneal from their decisions In me 
time of the- Emperors, the ^mitin 
themselves being soon discontinued, this 
right of Provocatio could be no longer 
exercised. . , « 

- According to Dio, this was already 
the case as earl v as the time of Augustus. 
It may be doubted whether the Empe- 
Tdtmrs - ror at Bret claimed the right of revere- 

twye must not confound this right of. ing the “"twees pronounc^ by the 
*„ u.a -rvihunes with the judices of the Qusestiones Pe pe 

which were exempt from the Intercessio 
of the Tribune. But this question is 
of less importance, because the.system 
of Quiestiones Perpetu* JWp soon su¬ 
perseded under the * * we 

shall afterwards have anppeptwut: 
remarking. 


juris, wun;ii - </ .... 

citizen. This latter righ&waa restricted, 
even in the Republican era, by the in¬ 
stitution of the Qtumtiona Perpetua; 
because, the judioes appointed for those 
Qutsstiones being regarded as represen- 




Appeal to the Emperor. 

to Csesar. If the appeal was admissible, it at once suspended all 
further proceedings on the part of Festus. There were, however 
a few cases m which the right of appeal was disallowed ; a bandit or 
a pirate, for example, taken in the fact, might be condemned and 
executed by, the Proconsul, notwithstanding his appeal to the Em¬ 
peror. Accordingly, we read that Festus took counsel with his 
Assessors, 1 concerning the admissibility of Paul’s appeal. But no 
doubt could be entertained on this head ; and he immediately pro¬ 
nounced the decision of the Court. ‘Thou hast appealed* unto 
Csesar: to Csesar thou shalt be^ent.’ 

Thus the hearing of the cause, as far as Festus was concerned 
had terminated. There only remained for him the office of remit¬ 
ting to the supreme tribunal, before which it was to be carried, his 
official report 3 upon its previous progress. He was bound to for¬ 
ward to Rome all the acts and documents bearing upon the trial, 
the depositions of the.witnesses on both sides, and the record of his 
own judgment on the case. And it was his further duty to keep 
the person of the accused in safe custody, and to send him to Rome 
for trial at the earliest opportunity. 

Festus, however, was still in some perplexity. Though the appeal 
had been allowed, yet the information elicited on the trial was so 
vague, that he hardly knew what statement to insert in his dispatch 
to the Emperor : and it seemed ‘ a foolish thing to him to send a 
prisoner to Rome without at the same time specifying the charges 
against him’ (v. 27). It happened about this time that Herod 
Agrippa II., King of Chalcis, with his sister Berenice, came on a 
complimentary visit to the new governor, and stayed ‘ some days’ 
* at Csesarea. 4 This prince had been familiarly acquainted from his 
youth with all that related to the Jewish law, and moreover, was 
at this time (as we have seen) 5 superintendent of the Temple, with 
the power of appointing the high priest. Festus took advantage of 
this opportunity of consulting one better informed than himself on 
the points in question. He recounted to Agrippa what has been 
summarily related above : 8 confessing his ignorance of Jewish 
theology, and alluding especially to Paul’s reiterated assertion 7 
concerning ‘one Jesus who had died and was alive again.’ This 
cannot have been the first time that Agrippa had heard of the 
resurrection of Jesus, or of the Apostle Paul. 8 His curiosity was 
aroused, and he «xpress«l a wish to see the prisoner. Festus 
readily acceded to the request, and fixed the next day for the 
interview. 

At the time appointed Agrippa and Berenice came with great 

1 For a notice of such conuiliaiii in the complimentary character of this vi- 
a province, see Sueton. Tib. 83. Their sit and the position of Berenice in the 
office was called acsessura. Sueton. matter, are pointed out by the lamented 
Oolb. 14. Prof. Blunt, in his Scriptural Coittci- 

* The sentence is not interrogative, dences, pp. 868-860. 
as in A. V.,. but the words express a 5 See above, p. 601. 
solemn decision of the Procurator and ® ver. 14-21. 

his Assessors. 7 The form of the verb implies this 

3 This report was termed Oporto*', or reiteration. 

Utmc (timninria!. 8 The tense (v. 22) might seem to 

4 Some illustrations of peculiar in- imply that he had long wished to see 
terest from Ibsephas, as regards both St. Paul. 
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pomp and display and entered into the audience-chamber, with a 
'suite of military officers and the chief men of Csesarea : 1 * and at file 
command of Festus, Paul was brought before them. The proceed¬ 
ings were opened by a ceremonious speech from Festus himself , 3 
describing the circumstances under which the prisoner had been 
brought under his notice, and ending with a statement of his per¬ 
plexity as to what he should write to ‘his Lord ’ 3 the Emperor. 
This being concluded, Agrippa said condescendingly to St. Paul, 
that he was no# permitted to speak for himself. And the Apostle, 
‘stretching out the hand’ which was chained to the soldier who 
guarded him, spoke thus :— 

< XI 

uryffidrwuo ^ *kiuk myself happy, King Agrippa, that I shall 2 
AghppJ 0 defend myself to-day, before thee, against all the 
charges of my Jewish accusers ; especially because 3 
thou art expert in v all Jewish customs and questions. 
Wherefore I pray thee to hear me patiently. 
iMmJ'lf'"' 1 " My 4 life and conduct from my youth, as it was at 4 
charged he- among my own nation at Jerusalem, is known 

rc»y. to all the Jews. They know me of old 5 (I say) from 5 

the beginning, and can testify (if they would) Unit, 
following the strictest sect of our religion, I lived a 
Pharisee. And now I stand here to be judged, for <; 
the hope of the promise 6 made by God unto our 
fathers. Which promise is the end whereby in all 7 
their zealous worship, 7 night and day, our twelve!’ 
tribes hope to come. Yet this hope, O King Agrippa, 
is charged against me as a crime, and that by Jews. 8 
What ! 9 is it judged among you a thing incredible 8 
that God should raise the dead ? 10 


1 for the audienee-hall see above. 
We may remark that the presence of 
several Chiliarchs implies that the mili¬ 
tary force at Csesarea was considerable. 
The five resident cohorts mentioned by 
Josephus have been noticed above, p. 
604, n. 8. 

% ver. 24-27. 

, s The title Lord applied here to the 
Emperor should be noticed. Augustus 
and Tiberius declined a title which im¬ 
bed the relation of master and slave, 
ut their successors sanctioned the use 
of it, and Julian tried in vain to break 
through the custom. 

4 The Greek particles here are 

rightly left untranslated in A. V. They 
form a conjunction, denoting that the 

speaker is beginning a #iew subject, 

used where no conjunction would be 

expressed in English. 

* The tense is pretent. 

• The promise meant is that of the 


Messiah. Compare what St. Paul says 
in the speech at Antioch in Pisidia. 
Acts xiii. 32. Compare also Rom. xv. 8. 

7 This properly means to perform t>ie 
outward rites of worship: see note on 
Rom. i. 19. 

8 Here again the best MSS. read 
Jews without the. 

0 The punctuation adopted is, a note 
of interrogation after what. Compare 
the use of the same word by St. Paul 
in Rom. iii. 3, iii. 9, vi. 15, Phil. i. 18. 

10 This is an argumentum ad homines 
to the Jews, whose own Scriptures fur- 
pished them with cases where the dead 
had been raised, as for example by 
Elisha. The Authorised Version -is 
perfectly correct, notwithstanding the 
objections which havebeen made against 
it,. The Greek idiom of ‘ if’ with 
an indicative cannot be better repre¬ 
sented in English than by * that ’ with 
* should.’ 
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i. 9 Now I myself 1 2 determined, in my own mind, that iiedc»crib*« 

I oftgKt exceedingly to oppose the name of Jesus the iKMhFSF''* 

loNazarene. And this I did in Jerusalem, and many '* *"*' 
of the saints® I myself shut up in prison, having 
received from the chief priests authority so to do ; 3 
and when they were condemned 4 * to death, I gave 

11 my vote against them. And in every synagogue I 
continually punished them, and endeavoured® to 
compel them to blaspheme; amd being exceedingly 
mad against them, I went even to foreign cities to 
persecute them. 

12 With this purpose I was on my road to Damascus, nimonveraion 
bearing my authority and commission from the enmn\»"°n. 

13chief 6 priests,'when I saw in the way, 0 King, at 
midday 7 * a light from heaven, above the brightness 
of the sun, shining round about me and those who 

14 journeyed with me. And when we all were fallen to 
the earth, I heard a voice speaking to me, and saying 
in the Hebrew tongue, Said, Said, win/ perseentest 

15 tliou me ? it is hard for thee to hick against the ijoad. 

And I said, Who art thou, Lord ? And the Lord 3 

16 said, I am Jesus whom thou perseentest. But rise and 
stand upon thy feet; for to this end I have appeared 
unto thet, to ordain 9 thee a minister and a witness both 
of those things which thou hast seen, and of those things 

17 wherein I shall appear unto thee. And tliee have I 
chosen 10 from the house of Israel, 11 and from among the 
Gentiles ; unto whom now I send thee, to open their 


1 The pronoun, from its position, 
must be emphatic. 

2 This speech should be carefully 
compared with that in chap, xxii., with 
the view of observing St. Paul’s judi¬ 
cious adaptation of his statements to 
his audience. Thus, here he calls 
the Christians ‘ Saints,’* which • the 
Jews in the Temple would not have 
tolerated. See some useful remarks on 
this subject by Mr. Birks. Hor. Ap. 
vii. viii. 

3 ‘ The authority,’ — ‘ this autho¬ 
rity.’ 

4 Literally, when they were being de¬ 

stroyed. On the ‘ giving his vote see 

p. 64. 

.^.Imperfect. 

* By Chief Priests here and above, 

verse 10, is meant (as in Luke xxii. 

62, Acts v. 24) the presidents of the 
24 classes into which the priests were 
divided. These were ex officio mera- 

" n of the Sanhedrin. In the speech 


on the stairs accordingly, St. Paul states 
that he had received his commission to 
Damascus from the high priest and 
Sanhedrin (Acts xxii. 5). 

7 The circumstance of the light over¬ 
powering even the blase of the mid¬ 
day sun is mentioned before (Acts 
xxii. 6). 

8 All the best MSS. read ‘ the Lord 
said.’ This also agrees better with 
what follows, where St. Paul relates 
all which the Lord had revealed 
to him, both at the moment of his 
conversion, and subsequently, by the 
voice of Ananias, and by the vision at 
Jerusalem. See Acts xxii. 12-21. 

a We have here the very words of 
Ananias (Actsxxii. 14, 15). Tliesamc 
very unusual word for ’ordain ’ is used 
in both places.i 

10 ‘ Choosing,' not* delivering' (A.V.) 

11 * The people.’ See on the speech 
at Antioch, p. 141, note 8 . 
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eyes, that they may turn 1 from darkness to light, andxix]j 
from the power of Satan vnto God; that they inay 
receive forgiveness of sins, and an inheritance among 
the sanctified, by faith in me. 

hi. execution Whereupon, O King Agrippa, I was not disobe-19 « 
brouahton 1 client to the heavenly vision. But first 2 to those at20 ' 
SmlrJewSr* 1 Damascus and Jerusalem, and throughout all the land 
qf Judeea, 3 and also to the Gentiles, I proclaimed the 
tidings that they should repent and turn to God, and 
do -works worthy of their repentance. 

i?or these causes the Jews, when they caught me 21 
in the Temple, endeavoured to kill me. 


Yet hi. teach- Therefore, 4 * through the succour which I have re-22 
withttejfw- ceived from God, I stand firm unto this day, and 
HhScripture.b ear my testimony both to small and great; but I 
declare nothing else than what the Prophets and 
Moses foretold, That 8 the Messiah should suffer, and 23 
that He should be the first 6 to rise from the dead, 
and should be the messenger 7 of light to the house 
of Israel, and also to the Gentiles. 


Here Festua broke out into a loud exclamation, 9 expressive of 
ddicule and surprise. To the cold man of the world, as to the in¬ 
quisitive Athenians, the doctrine of the resurrection was foolishness,; 
ind he said, ‘ Paul, thou art mad : thy incessant study 9 is turning 
thee to madness.’ The Apostle had alluded in his Bpeech to writ¬ 
ings which had a mysterious sound, to the prophets and to Moses 10 


1 Neuter, not active as in A. V. 
Compare, for the use of this word by 
St. Paul (to signify the conversion of 
the Gentiles), 1 Thess. i. 9, and Acts 
xiv. 15. Also below, v. 20. 

* This does not at all prove, as has 
sometimes been supposed, that Saul did 
not preach in Arabia when he went there 
soon after his conversion; see p. 80. 

3 How are we to reconcile this with 

St. Paul’s statement (Gal. i. 22) that 

he continued personally unknown to 

the Churches of Judsea for many years 

after his conversion ? We must either 
suppose that, in the present passage, 

he means to speak not in the order of 

time, but of all which he bad done up 
to the.present date; or else we may 
perhawwtappose that St. Luke did not 

think ji ;(*«ssary to attend to a mi¬ 
nute detW of this kind* relating to a 
period owSt Paul’s life with which he 
was himself not personally acquainted, 
in giving tho general outline of this 


speech. 

1 The conjunction here cannot mean 
‘ however.’ 

3 The ‘ if' in the original is equi¬ 
valent to our 1 that ’ (‘ if as they as¬ 
sert ’). Compare note on Acts xxvi. 8 
above. 

9 Compare Col. i. 18. Also 1 Cor. xv. 

20 . . 

7 ‘Something more than merely 
‘show’(A.V.). 

8 Observe the mention of the ‘ loud 
voice’ coupled with the fact that 
Paul ‘ was speaking for himself.' Both 
expressions show that he was sud¬ 
denly interrupted in the midst of his 
discourse. 

9 The original has the definite article 
here. 

10 See again v. 27, where St. Paul 
appeals again to the prophets, the 
writings to which he had alluded be¬ 
fore. 



XXIu] Speech before Agrippa. 6at 

(ve& 22, 23) : ^nd it is reasonable to believe that in his imprison¬ 
ment, such ‘ books and parchments,’ as he afterwards wrote for ii# 
his second letter to Timotheus, 1 were brought to him by his friends. 
Thus Festus adopted the conclusion that he had before him a mad 
enthusiast, whose head had been turned by poring over strange 
learning. The Apostle’s reply was courteous and self-possessed, 
but intensely earnest. 

.25 I am not mad, most noble Festus, but speak forth 

26 the words of truth and soberness : For the king has 
knowledge of these matters; and moreover I speak 
to him with boldness ; because I am persuaded that 
none of these things is unknown to him,—for this 
has not been done in a corner. 

Then turning to the Jewish voluptuary who sat beside the Go¬ 
vernor, he made this solemn appeal to him :— 

27 King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets ? X 
know that thou believest. 


The King’s reply was: ‘ Thou wilt soon’ persuade me to be a 
Christian.’ The words were doubtless spoken ironically and in 
contempt : but Paul took them as though they had been spoken in 
earnest, and made that noble answer, which expresses, as no other 
words e^er expressed them, that union of enthusiastic zeal with 
^genuine courtesy, which is the true characteristic of ‘ a Christian.’ 

29 I would to God, that whether soon or late, not 
only thou, but also all who hear me to-day, were such 
as I am ; excepting these chains. 


This concluded the interview. King Agrippa had no desire to 
hear more ; and he rose frobi his seat, 3 with the Governor and 
Berenice and those who sat with them. As they retired, they dis¬ 
cussed the case with one another, 4 and agreed that Paul was guilty 
of nothing worthy of death or even imprisonment. Agrippa said 
positively to Festus,. ‘ This gian 5 might have been set at liberty, 6 if 


1 2 Tim. iv. 13. These, we may well 
believe, would especially be the Old 
Testament Scriptures,—perhaps Jew¬ 
ish commentaries on them, and possibly 
also the works of Heathen poets and 
philosophers. 

* The phrase here cannot mean 
‘alnaet,’ as it is in the Authorised 
Version, It might mean either ‘in 
pew wordt * (Eph. iii. 8 ), or ‘ in a email 
meaeure,’ or ‘in a email time.’ The 
latter ‘meaning agrees best with the 
following, ‘in tittle or in much.’ We 
might render the passage thus: ‘Thou 


thinkest to make me a Christian with 
little persuasion.’ We should observe 
that the verb is in the present tense, 
and that the title ‘ Christian ’ was one 
of contempt. See 1 Pet. iv. 16. 

3 v. 30. 

4 v. 31. 

6 Again the expression is contemp¬ 
tuous. See the remarks on Acts xvi. 
85 (p. 289). Oaudius Lysias uses a 
similar expression in his letter to Felix, 
xxiii. 27. 

6 Compare xxviii. 18. 



62a The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. * [ch. 

he had not appealed to the Emperor.’ But the appeal hadloeen 
*made. There was no retreat either for Featus or for Paul. On the 
new Governor’s part there was no wish to continue the procrastina¬ 
tion of Felix ; and nothing now remained but to wait for a conve¬ 
nient opportunity of sending his prisoner to Borne. 



Coin of Nero and Herod Agrippa IX.' 


1 From the British Museum. Mr. 
Akerman describes it thus: ‘ This 
prince, notwithstanding the troubles 
-which now began to afflict his ill-fated 
country, spent large sums in improving 
and beautifying Jerusalem, Berytus, 
and Csesarea Philippi. Of the latter 
there is a coin extant, bearing the 


head of Nero: reverse EIII BA2IAE 
AmnilA NEPONIE, within a laurel 
garland, confirming the account of Jose¬ 
phus (Ant. xx. 9. 8), who says Herod 
enlarged and called the city Neronias, 
in honour of the Emperor.’ Alim. III. 
p. 57. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 


Ships and Navigation of the Ancient^.—Roman Commerce in the Mediter¬ 
ranean.—Corn Trade between Alexandria and 1’nteoli.—Travellers by Sea.— 
St. Paul’s Voyage from Coesarea, bv Sidon, to Myra.—From Myra, by Cnidus 
and Cape Salmons, to Fair Havens.—Phoenix'.—The Storm’.—Seamanship 
during the Gale.—St. Paul’s Vision.—Anchoring in the Night.—Shipwreck. 
—Proof that it took place in Malta.—Winter in the Island.—Objections con¬ 
sidered.—Voyage, by Syracuse and Rhegium, to Putcoli. 

Before entering on the narrative of that voyage 1 which brought 
the Apostle Paul, through manifold and imminent dangers, from 
Caesarea to Rome, it will be convenient to make a few introductory 
remarks concerning the ships and navigation of the ancients. By 
fixing clearly in the mind some of the principal facts relating to the 
form and structure of Greek and Roman vessels, the manner in 
which these vessels were worked, the prevalent lines of traffic in 
the Mediterranean, and the opportunities afforded to travellers of 
reaching their destination by sea,—we shall be better able to follow 
this voyage without distractions or explanations, and with a clearer 
perception of each event as it occurred. 

With regard to the vessels and seamanship of the Greeks and 
Romans, many popular mistakes have prevailed, to which it is 
hardly necessary to allude, after the full illustration which the sub¬ 
ject has now received.- We must not entertain the notion that all 


1 The nautical difficulties of this nar¬ 
rative have been successfully explained 
by two independent inquirers ; and, so 
far as we are aware, by no one else. A 
practical knowledge of seamanship was 
required for the elucidation of the whole 
subject; and none of the ordinary com¬ 
mentators seemed to hav* looked an it 
with the eye of a sailor. The first who 
examined St. Paul’s voyage in a prac¬ 
tical spirit was the late Admiral Sir 
Charles Penrose, whose life has been 
lately published (Murray, 1851). His 
MSS. have been kindly placed in the 
hands of the writer of this chapter, and 
they are frequently referred to in the 
notes. A similar investigation was 
made subsequently, but independently, 
and more minutely and elaborately, by 
James Smith, Esq. of Jordanhill, whose 
published work on the subject (Long¬ 
mans, 1848) has already obtained an 
European reputation. Besides other 
valuable aid, Mr. Smith has examine4 


tlie sheets of this chapter, as they have 
passed through the press. We have 
also to express our acknowledgments 
for much kind assistance received from 
the late Admiral Moorsom and other 
naval officers. 

2 Tlie reference here is to the Dis¬ 
sertation on ‘Tile Ships of the An¬ 
cients ’ in Mr. Smith's work on the 
Voyage and Shipwreck of St. pp. 

140-202. This treatise may be re¬ 
garded as tlie standard work on tlie 
subject, not only in England, but in 
Europe. It has lxten translated into 
German In' H. Thiersch, and it is ad¬ 
duced in Hermann’s well-known work 
on Greek Antiquities, as the decisive 
authority on the difficult points con¬ 
nected with the study of ancient ship¬ 
building. It is^iardly necessary to refer 
to any of the older works on the sub¬ 
ject. A full catalogue is given in Mr. 
Smith's Appendix. 
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±lie commerce of the ancients was conducted merely by means of 
Small craft, which proceeded timidly in the day time, and only in 
the summer season, along the coast from harbour to harbour,—and 
which were manned by mariners almost ignorant of the use of sails, 
and always trembling at the prospect of a storm. We cannot, indeed, 
assert that the arts either of ship-building or navigation were 
mafibred in the Mediterranean so early as the first century of the 
Christian,era. The Greeks and Homans were ignorant of the use 
of the compass : 1 * the instruments with which they took observa¬ 
tions must have been rude compared with our modern quadrants 
and sextants : 8 and we have no reason to believe that their vessels 
were provided with nautical charts : 3 and thus, when ‘ neither 
sun nor stars appeared,’ and the sky gave indications of danger, 
they hesitated to try the open sea. 4 * But the ancient sailor was well 
skilled in the changeable weather of the ^Levant,. and his very 
ignorance of the aids of modem science made him the more 
observant of external phenomena, and more familiar with his own 
coasts. 3 He was not less prompt and practical than a modem sea¬ 
man in the handling of his ship, when overtaken by stormy weather 
on a dangerous coast. 

The ship of the Greek and Roman mariner was comparatively 
rude, both in its build and its rig. The hull was not laid down 
with the fine lines, with which we are so familiar in the competing 
vessels of England and America, 6 and the arrangement of the sails 
exhibited little of that complicated distribution yet effective com¬ 
bination of mechanical forces, which we admire in the Easf-Tndia- 
man or modern Frigate. With the war-ships 7 of the ancients we • 
need not here occupy ourselves or the reader : but two peculiarities 
in the structure of Greek and Roman merchantmen must be care¬ 
fully noticed ; for both of them are much concerned in the seaman¬ 
ship described in the narrative before us. 


1 See Humboldt’s Kosmos, vol. ii., for 
tlie main facts relating to the history of 
the Compass. 

* We have no information of any 
nautical instruments at the time when 
we read of Ptolemy’s mural quadrant 
at Alexandria; nor is it likely that any 
more effectual means of taking exact 
observations at sea, than the simple 
quadrant held in the hand, were in use 
before the invention of the reflecting 
quadrants and sextants by Hooke and 
Hadley. The want of exact chrono¬ 
meters must also be borne in mind. 

3 The first nautical charts were per¬ 
haps those of Marinus of Tyre (a.t>. 
150), whom Forbiger regards as the 
founder of mathematical geography. 
See the life of Ptolemy in Dr. Smith’s 

Dictionary. ? 

* See Acts xxvii. 9-12, also xxviii. 

11. ‘ We are apt to consider the an¬ 
cients as timid and unskilful sailors, 

aftaid to venture out of sight of land, 

or to make long voyages in the whiter. 


I can see no evidence that this was the 
case. The cause of their not making 
voyages after the end of summer arose, 
in a great measure, from the compara¬ 
tive obscurity of the sky during the 
winter, and not from the gales which 
prevail at that season. With no means 
of directing thtir course, except by ob¬ 
serving the heavenly bodies, they were 
necessarily prevented from putting to 
sea when they could not depend on 
their being visible.’—Smith, p. 180. 

4 See again what is said below in 
reference to Acts xxvii. 12. 

6 ‘As both ends were alike, if we 
suppose a full-built merchant-ship of 
the present day, cut in two, and the 
stem half replaced by one exactly “the 
same as that of the bow, we shall have 
a pretty accurate notion of what these 
ships were.’—Smith, p. 141. 

* For a full description and explana- 
>tion of ancient triremes, 

Smith’s Dissertation. 
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The ships of the Greeks and Romans, like those of the early 
Northmen, 1 * were not steered by means of a single rudder, but by 1 
two paddle-rudders , one on each quarter. Hence ‘ rudders * are 
mentioned in the plural 1 by St. Luke (Acts xxvii. 40) as by Heathen 
writers : and the fact is made still more palpable by the representa¬ 
tions of art, as in the coins of Imperial Rome or the tapestry of 
Bayeux : nor does the hinged-rudder appear on any of the remains 
of antiquity, till a late period in the Middle Ages. 3 

And as this mode of steering is common to the two sources, from 
which we must trace our present art of ship-building, so also is the 
same mode of rigging characteristic of the ships both of the North 
Sea and the Mediterranean. 4 We find in these ancient ships one 
large mast, with strong ropes rove through a block at the mast-head, 
and one large sail, fastened to an enormous yard. 5 We shall see the 
importance of attending to this arrangement, when we enter upon 
the incidents of St. Paul’s voyage (xxvii. 17, 19). One consequence 
was, that instead of the strain being distributed over the hull, as in 
a modem ship, it was concentrated upon a smaller portion of it: 
and thus in ancient times there must have been a greater tendency 
to leakage than at present ; 6 and we have the testimony of ancient 
writers to the fact, that a vast proportion of the vessels lost were by 
foundering. Thus Virgil, 7 whose descriptions of everything which 
relates to the sea are peculiarly exact, speaks of the ships in the 
fleet of .Eneas as lost in various ways, some on rocks and some 
on quicksands, but ‘ all with fastenings loosened and Josephus 
relates that the ship from which he so narrowly escaped, foundered 8 
tn ‘Adria,’ and that he and his companions saved themselves by 
swimming 9 through the night,—an escape which found its parallel 
in the experience of the Apostle, who in one of those shipwrecks, of 


1 See Vorsaee on the Danes and 
Northmen in England. He doeH not 
describe the structure of their ships; 
but this peculiarity is evident in the 
drawing given at p. Ill, from the 

Bayeux tapestry. 

3 ‘The fastenings of the rudders.’ 
The fact of ‘rudders’ being in the 
plural is lost sight of ig the English 

version; and the impression is con¬ 
veyed of a single rudder, worked by 
tiller-ropes, which, as we shall see, is 

quite erroneous. Compare the use of 

‘gubema’ in Lucretius; andsee Smith, 
p. 148, and Dr. Smith’s Dictionary of 
Antiquities, under ‘ Gubernaculum.’ 

3 Smith, p. 140. He traces the repre¬ 
sentation or ancient rudders from Tra¬ 
jan’s column to the gold nobles of our 
king Edward inland infers that ‘ the 
ehange in the mode of steering must 
have taken place about the end of the 

thirteenth, or *arly in the fourteenth 
century,’ & 

* See Vorsele, as above, and the 
representations! of, classical sfeips in 


Mr. Smith’s work. 

5 By this it is not meant that top¬ 
sails were not used, or that there were 
never more masts than one. Topsails 
(suppara ) are frequently alluded to : 
and we shall have occasion hereafter to 
refer particularly to a second mast, 
besides the mainmast. See Mr. Smith’s 
Dissertation, p. 161, and the engraving 
there given irom M. Jal’s Archiologie 
Navale. 

8 See Smith, p. 63. 

l ‘ Laxis laterum compagibua 


omnes 

Accipiunt iniraieum imbrem, rlmisqne 
fatiscunt.’ 

8 Life, c. 3. Mr. Smith remarks here 
(p. 62) that, since Josephus and some 
of his companions saved themselves by 
swimming, ‘ the ship did not go down 
during the gaie, but in consequence or 
the damage fche received during its 
continuance.’ For -the meaning of the 
word ‘ Adria,’ see below. 

* Probably with the aid at floating 
spars, Ac. See note on 2 Car. xi. 26. 
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which no particular narration has been given to us, was ‘a night 
* and a day in the deep’ (2 Cor. xi. 25). The same danger was appre¬ 
hended in the ship of Jonah, from which ‘ they cast forth the wares 
that were in the ship into the sea to lighten it 5 (i. 6); as well as in 
the ship of St. Paul, from which, after having ‘ lightened ’ it the 
first day, they ‘ cast out the tackling’ on the second day, and finally 
‘ threw out the cargo of wheat into the sea ’ (xxvii. 18,19, 38). 

This leads us to notice what may be called a third peculiarity of 
the appointments of ancient ships, as compared with those of modem 
times. In consequence of the extreme danger to which they were 
exposed from leaking, it was customary to take to sea, as part of 
their ordinary gear, ‘ undergirders’ (>»ro?M/iara), which were simply 
ropes for passing round the hull of the ship and thus preventing the 
planks from starting. 1 One of the most remarkable proofs of the 
truth of this statement is to be found in the inscribed marbles dug 
up within the last twenty years at the Pir;eu/which give us an inven¬ 
tory of the Attic fleet in its flourishing period ; 2 as one of the most 
remarkable accounts of the application of these artificial ‘ helps ’ 
(xxvii. 17) in a storm, is to be found in the narrative before us. 

If these differences between ancient ships and our own are borne 
in mind, the problems of early seamanship in the Mediterranean are 
nearly reduced to those with which the modem navigator has to 
deal in the same seas. The practical questions which remain to be 
asked are these: What were the dimensions of ancient ships ? 
How near the wind could they sail ? And, with a fair wind, at 
what rate i 

As regards the first of these questions, there seems no reason why,,, 
we should suppose the old trading vessels of the Mediterranean to 
be much smaller than our own. We may rest this conclusion, both 
on the character of the cargoes with which they were freighted, 3 and 
on the number of persons we know them to have sometimes con¬ 
veyed. Though the great ship of Ptolemy Philadelphus 4 may justly 


1 This is what is called ‘/rapping' 
by seamen in the English navy, who are 
always taught how to trap a ship. The 
only difference is, that the practice is 
now resorted to much less frequently, 
and that modern ships are nut supplied 
with * undergirders ’ specially prepared. 
The operation and its use are thus 
described in Falconer’s Marine Dic¬ 
tionary : ‘ To frap a ship is to pass four 
or five turns of a large cable-laid rope 
round the hull or frame of a ship, to 
support her in a great storm, or other¬ 
wise, when it is apprehended that she is 
not strong enough to resist the violent 
efforts of the sea.’ In most of the Euro¬ 
pean languages the nautical term is, 
like the Greek, expressive of the nature 
of the operation. Fr. ceintrer; Ital. 
cingere ; Germ, umgilrten'-, Dutch, om- 
gorden ; Norw. omdyrte ; Portug. cin- 
trar. In Spanish the word is tortorar: 
a circumstance which possesses some 
etymological interest, siqpTbe word 


used 1>3' Isidore of Seville for a rope 
used in this way is tormentum. See the 
next note. 

2 The excavations were made in the 
3 ’ear 1834; and the inscriptions were 
published, in 1840, at Berlin, by A. 
Bbckl>. A complete account is given 
of everything with which the Athenian 
ships were supplied, with the name of 
each vessel, &c.; and we find that they 
all carried ‘undergirders,’ which are 
classed among the hanging gear, as op¬ 
posed to what was constructed of timber. 
In commenting on one passage having 
reference to the ships which were on 
service in the Adriatic, and which 
carried several ‘undergirders,’ BOckh 
shows that these vfere ropes passed 
round the body of the ship, but he 
Strangely supposes that they were 
passed from stem to stem. * 

3 See below on the traffic between 
the provinces and Borne. 

* Athenwus, 
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be regarded as built for ostentation rather than for use, the Alexan¬ 
drian vessel, which forms the subject of one of Lucian’s dialogues,® 
and is described as driven by stress of weather into tho Piraeus, 
furnishes us with satisfactory data for tho calculation of the tonnage 
of ancient ships. Two hundred and seventy-six souls 3 were on 
board the ship in which St. Paul was wrecked (xxvii. 37), and tho 
‘Castor and Pollux’ conveyed them, in addition to her own crew, 
from Malta to Puteoli (xxviii. 11) : while Josephus informs us 3 
that there were six hundred on board the ship from which he, with 
about eighty others, escaped. Such considerations lead us to sup¬ 
pose that the burden of many ancient merchantmen may have been 
from five hundred to a thousand tons. 

A second question of greater consequence in reference to tho 
present subject, relates to the angle which the course of an ancient 
ship could be^made to assume with the direction of the wind, or to 
use the language 1 of English sailors (who divide the compass into 
thirty-two points), within how many’‘points of the wind she would 
sail ? That ancient vessels could not work to windward, is one of 
the popular mistakes which need not be refuted. They doubtless 
took advantage of the Etesian winds, 0 just as the traders in the 
Eastern Archipelago sail with the monsoons : but those who were 
accustomed to a seafaring life could not avoid discovering that a 
ship’s course can be made to assume a less angle than a right angle 
with the direction of the wind, or, in other words, that she can 
be made to sail within less than eight points of the wind : 7 and 
Pliny distinctly says, that it is possible for a ship to sail on contrary 
tacks. 8 * The limits of this possibility depend upon the character of 
* the vessel and the violence of the gale. We shall find, below, that 
the vessel in which St. Paul was wrecked, ‘ could not look at the 
wind,’—for so the Greek word (xxvii. 15) may bo literally trans¬ 
lated in the language of English sailors,—though with a less violent 
gale, an English ship, well-managed, could easily have kept her 
course. A modern merchantman, in moderate weather, can sail 
within six points of the wind. In an ancient vessel the yard could 
not be braced so sharp, and the hull was more clumsy: and it 

language should be clearly unoderstod, 
a compass has been inserted at p. 6(19, 
and some words of explanation are 
given, both here and below. This will 
be readily excused by those who are 
familiar with nautical phraseology. 

Yet we sometimes find the mistake 
when we should hardly expect it. 
Thus, Hemscn says, in reference to 
Acts xxvii. 7, that it is ‘doubtful 
whether the ancients were acquainted 
with the way of sailing against the 
wind.’ 

0 The classical passages relating to 
these winds—the monsoons of the Le¬ 
vant—are collected in Forhiger’s work 
on Ancient Geography. 

7 See Smith, p. 178. 

6 ‘ Iisdem ventis in contrarium navi- 
gatur prolatis pedibus.’— H. N. ih 48. 


1 From the length and breadth of 
this ship as given by Lucian, Mr. Smith 
infers that her burden was between 
1000 and 1100 tons, pp?147-150? 

8 ‘ The ship must have been of con¬ 
siderable burden, as we find there were 
no less than 276 persons embarked on 
board her. To afford fair accommoda¬ 
tion for troops in a transport expressly 
fitted for the purpose, we should allow 
at the rate of a ton and a half to each 
man, and as the ship we are considering 
was not expressly fitted for passengers, 
we may conclude that her burden was 
fully, or at least nearly double, the 
number of tons, to the souls on board, 
or upward^ of fijOO tons.’ —Penrose, MS. 

* As it is essential, for the purpose 
of elucidating narrative, (hat tbia 
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would not be safe to say that idle conlpl sail nearer the wind than 
twithin seeen points . 1 “ 

To turn now to the third question, the rate of sailing, —the very 
nature of the rig, which was less adapted than our own for working 
to windward, was peculiarly favourable to a quick run before the 
wind. In the China seas, during the monsoons, junks have been 
see]} from the deck of a British vessel behind in the horizon in the 
morning, and before in the horizon in the evening. 3 Thus we read 
of passages accomplished of old in the Mediterranean, which would 
do credit to a well-appointed modern ship. Pliny, who was himself 
a seaman, and in command of a fleet at the time of his death, might 
furnish us with several instances. We might quote the story of the 
fresh fig, which Cato produced in the senate at Rome, when he 
urged his countrymen to undertake the third Punic war, by im¬ 
pressing on them the imminent nearness of their enemy. ‘ This 
fruit,’ he says, ‘was gathered fresh at Carthage three days ago.’ 8 
Other voyages, which he adduces, are such as these,—seven days 
from Cadiz to Ostia,—seven days from the straits of Messina to 
Alexandria,—nine days from Puteolito Alexandria. These instances 
are quite in harmony with what we read in other authors. Thus 
Rhodes and Cape Salmone, at the eastern extremity of Crete, are 
reckoned by Diodorus and Strabo as four days from Alexandria : 
Plutarch tells us of a voyage within the day from Brundusium to 
Corcyra : Procopius describes Belisarius as sailing on one day with 
his fleet from Malta, and landing on the next day some leagues to 
the south of Carthage. 4 A thousand stades (or between lOOgmd 150 
miles), is reckoned by the geographers a common distance to accom- „ 
plish in the twenty-four hours. 5 And the conclusion to which we 
. are brought is, that with a fair wind an ancient merchantman would 
easily sail at the rate of seven knots an hour, —a conclusion in com¬ 
plete harmony both with what we have observed in a former voyage 
of St. Paul (Chap. XX.), and with what will demand our attention at 
the close of that voyage, which brought him at length from Malta 
by Rhegium to Puteoli (Acts xxviii. 13). 

The remarks which have been made will convey to the reader a 
sufficient notion of the ships and navigation of the ancients. If to 
■ the above-mentioned peculiarities of build and rig we add the eye 
painted at the prow, the conventional ornaments at stem and stem, 
which are familiar to us in remaining wotks of ait, 6 and the charac¬ 
teristic figures of Heathen divinities, 7 we shall gain a sufficient idea 
of an ancient merchantman. And a glance at the chart of the 


1 Smith, p. 178. 

* See above, p. 562, n. 1. 

* Plin. 1ST. IV. xv. 20. We may ob¬ 
serve that the interval of time need not 
be regarded as so much as three entire 

^Thia is one of the passages which 
will be referred to hereafter, in con-' 
sidering the boundaries of the sea 
) called Adria (Acta xxvii. 27). 

” ’ *u* reckon* a day niit a 

i 'in'the 


with a favourable wind, at 1800 stadia, 
or 162 Roman miles. 

6 For the x’l'^sot, a tall ornament 
at the stem or prow, in the form of the 
neck of a water-fowl, see Smith, p. 112, 
and the Dictinnary*qf yintigmties, 
under ‘Aplustre.’ Y 'eS&fc 

7 * Whose sign Kas-CastoSf 
Acta. xxvHi. l8$- 

ahun<j . 

auH 
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Mediterranean Jrill enables,, us tQ realise in our imagination tha 
nature of the voyages thalwwere most frequent in the ancient world? 
With the same view of elucidating the details of our subject before¬ 
hand, we may now devote a short space to the prevalent lines of 
traffic, and to the opportunities of travellers by sea, in the first 
century of the Christian era. ' 

Though the Romans had no natural love for the sea, and though 
a commercial life was never regarded by them as an honourable 
occupation, and thus both experience of practical seamanship, and 
the business of the carrying trade remained in a great measure with 
the Greeks, yet a vast development had been given to commerce by 
the consolidation of the Roman Empire. Piracy had been effec- 
tually put down before the close of the Republic. 1 The annexation 
of Egypt drew towards Italy the rich trade of the Indian seas. 
After the effectual reduction of Gaul and Spain, Roman soldiers 
and Roman slave-dealers 3 invaded the shores of Britain. The 
trade of all the countries which sftrrounded the Mediterranean 
began to flow towards Rome. The great city herself was passive, 
for she had nothing to export. But the cravings of her luxury, and 
the necessities of her vast population, drew to one centre the con¬ 
verging lines of a busy traffic from a wide extent of provinces. To 
leave out of view what hardly concerns us here, the commerce by 
land from the North, 3 some of the principal directions of trade by 
sea may be briefly enumerated as follows. The harbours of Ostia 
and Puteoli were constantly full of ships from the West, which had 
brought wool and other articles from Cadiz : 4 a circumstance which 
possesSes some interest for us here, as illustrating the mode in 
which St. Paul might hope to accomplish his voyage to Spain 
(Rom. xv. 24). On the South was Sicily, often called the Store¬ 
house of Italy,—and Africa, which sent fumiture-woods to Rome, 
and heavy cargoes of marble and granite. On the East, Asia Minor 
was the intermediate space through which the caravan-trade 5 passed, 
conveying silks and spices from beyond the Euphrates to the markets 
and wharves of Ephesus. We might extend this enumeration by 
alluding to the fisheries of the Black Sea, and the wine-trade of the 
Archipelago. But enough has been said to give some notion of the 
commercial activity of whioh Italy was the centre: and our particu-. 
lar attention here is required only to one branch of trade, one line of 
constant traffic acrbss the waters of the Mediterranean to Rome. 

Alexandria has been mentioned already as a city, which, next 
after Athens, exerted the strongest intellectual influence over the 


* Compare pp. 17, 18. 

* See the passage in Pitt’s speeches, 
referred to in Milman’s Gibbon, i. p. 70. 

* For example, the amber trade of 

the Baltic, and the importing of pro¬ 
visions an4ranch cloths from Cisalpine 
Gaol, at! . Jjp 4 ? • 

ay refer here, in illustration, 
■ ? “ ; ting"Ostia below, p. 

‘■ tj»at the 
>un- 

y> 



was completed by Nero on the north 
side of the mouth of the Tiber. See the 
article * Ostia’ in Dr. Smith’s Diet, of 
Geography. 

6 There seem to have been two great 
lines of inland trade through Asia 
Minor, one near the southern shore of 
■ the Black ^ea, through the districts 
opened by the campaigns of Pompey, 
and the other through the centre or the 
country from Mazaca, on the Knphrstea, 
tpEphesue. 

fh.W'w* ■ 
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age in which St. Paul’s appointed work, was done; and we have had 
4ccasion to notice some indirect connection between this city and 
the Apostle’s own labours. 1 But it was eminent commercially not less 
than intellectually. The prophetic views of Alexander were at that 
time receiving an ampler fulfilment than at any former period. The 
trade with the Indian Seas, which had been encouraged under the 
Ptolemies, received a vast impulse in the reign of Augustus : and 
under the reigns of his successors, the valley of the Nile was the 
channel of an active transit trade in spices, dyes, jewels, and per¬ 
fumes, which were brought by Arabian mariners from the far East, 
and poured into the markets of Italy. 2 * But Egypt was not only 
the medium of transit trade. She had her own manufactures of 
linen, paper, and glass, which she exported in large quantities. And 
one natural product of her soil has been a staple commodity from 
the time of Pharaoh to our own. We have only to,.think of the 
fertilising inundations of the Nile, on the due hand, and, on the 
other, of the multitudes composing the free and slave population of 
Italy, in order to comprehend the activity and importance of the 
Alexandrian corn-trade. At a later period the Emperor Commodus 
established a company of merchants to convey the supplies from 
Egypt to Rome ; and the commendations which he gave himself for 
this forethought may still be read in the inscription round the ships 
represented on his coins. :l The harbour, to which the Egyptian 
corn-vessels were usually bound, was Puteoli. At the close of this 
chapter we shall refer to souk; passages which give an animated 
picture of the arrival of these ships. Meanwhile, it is well to have 
called attention to this line of traffic between Alexandria and 
Puteoli ; for in so doing we have described the means which Divine 
Providence employed for bringing the Apostle to Rome. 

The transition is easy from the commerce of the Mediterranean 
to the progress of travellers from point to point in that sea. If to 
this enumeration of the main lines of traffic by sea we add all the 
ramifications of the coasting-trade which depended on them, we 
have before us a full view of the opportunities which travellers 
possessed of accomplishing their voyages. Just in this way we have 
lately seen St. Paul completing the journey, on which his mind was 
set, from Philippi, by Miletus and Patara, to Cajsarea (Chap. XX.). 
We read of no periodical packets for the conveyance of passengers 
sailing between the great towns of the Mediterranean. Emperors 
themselves were usually compelled to take advantage of the same 
opportunities to which Jewish pilgrims and Christian Apostles were 
limited. When "Vespasian went to Rome, leaving Titus to prosecute 
the siege of Jerusalem, ‘ he went on board a merchant-ship, and 
sailed from Alexandria to Rhodes,’ and thence pursued his way 
through Greece to the Adriatic, and finally went to Rome through 
Italy by land. 4 And when the Jewish'm was ended, and when, 
suspicions having arisen concerning the allegiance of Titus to Ves¬ 
pasian, the son was anxious ‘ tp . rejoin his father,’ he also left 

1 Sec pp. 8, 9, 29, 866. C 3 One of them is given $rom Mr. 

2 See the history of this trade in Dean Smith’s work) on the title-pagf. 

Vincent’s Commerce and Nasigation qf 4 Joseph, trar, vii; 2.1. 

the Ancient*. ' * * + 
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Alexandra 1 in a ‘merchant-ship,’ and ‘hastened to Italy,’ touching 
at the very places at which St. Paul touched, first at Rhegium >■ 
(xxviii. 13), surd then at Puteoli (ib.). 

If such^waa the mode in which even royal personages travelled 
from the provinces to the metropolis, we must of course conclude 
that those who tra/slled.on the business of the state must often 
have been content to avail themselves of similar opportunities. 
The sending of state prisoners to Rome from various parts of the 
Empire was an event of frequent occurrence. Thus wo are told by 
Josephus, 2 * that Felix ‘ for some slight offence, bound and sent to 
Rome several priests of his acquaintance, honourable and good men, 
to answer for themselves to Csasar. ’ Such groups must often have 
left Caesarea and the other Eastern ports, in merchant-vessels bound 
for the West; and such was the departure of St. Paul, when the 
time at length came for that eventful journey, which had been so 
long and earnestly cherished in his own wishes ; a so emphatically 
foretold by Divine revelation ; 4 * * and which was destined to involve 
such great consequences to the whole future of Christianity. 

The vessel in which he sailed, with certain other state prisoners, 
was ‘a ship of Adramyttium’ apparently engaged in the coasting 
trade,'’ and at that time (probably the end of summer or the 
beginning of autumn") bound on her homeward voyage. Whatever 
might be the harbours at which she intended to touch, her comae 
lay along the coast of the province of Asia. 7 Adramyttium wiis 
itself a seaport in Mysia, which (as wo have seen) was a subdivision 
of that province : and we have already described it as situated in the 
deep gulf which recedes beyond the base of Mount Ida, over against 
the island of Lesbos, and as connected by good roads with Pergamus 
and Troas on the coast, and the various marts in the interior of the 
peninsula. 8 Since St. Paul never reached the place, no description 


1 Suet. Tit. c. 5. 

2 Joseph. Life, c. 3. 

Rom. xv. 23. 

4 Acts xix. 21; xxiii. 11. See xxvii. 
24. 

'* The words ‘ meaning to sail by the 
coasts of Asia’(v. 2), should rather lie 
applied to the ship (‘about to sail,’ Ac.). 
They seem to imply that ehe was idiout 
to touch at several places on her way 
to Adramyttium. Probablv she was a 
small coaster, similar to those of the 
modem Greeks in the same seas; and 
doubtless the Alexandrian corn-ship 
mentioned afterwards was much lnrger. 

* This we infer, partly because it is 
reasonable to suppose that they ex¬ 
pected to reach Italy before the winter, 
partly because of the delays which are 
expressly mentioned before the con¬ 
sultation at. Fair Hayens. Seem. 63J). 

7 For the meaning of the word ‘ Asia’ 
in the New Testament, we need only 
refer again to p. 182, Ac. It is of the 

utmost consequence to bear this in 


mind. If the continent of Alia were 
intended, the passage would be almost 
unmeaning. Yet Falconer says ( Diet. 
on St. Pauls Voyage, on the wind 
Knroctydon and the Apostle's shipwreck 
on the island Melila, by a Layman. 
Oxf. 1317), ‘They who conducted the 
ship, meant to sail on their return by 
the coasts of Asia; accordingly, the 
next day after tbev set sail, they 
touched at Sidon,’ p. 4. Nor arc we to 
suppose Asia Minor intended, which 
seems to be the supposition even of 
some of the most careful commentators. 

8 p. 214. See p. 648. We need 
hardly allude to the error of Grotius, 
who supposed Adrumctum, on the 
African coast, to be meant. Mr. Lewin 
assumes that the intention of Julius 
was to proceed (like those who after¬ 
wards took Igpatius to his martyrdom) 
by theViaEgniitia through Macedonia: 
but the narrative gives no indication of 
such a plan : and indeed the hypothesis 
i 0 contradicted by the word in. Xxvii. 1. 
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of it is required. 1 It is only needful to observe that when the 
vessel reached the coast of ‘ Asia,’ the travellers would be brought 
some considerable distance on their way to Rome; and there would 
bo a good prospect of finding some other westward-bound vessel, in 
which they might complete their voyage,—more especially since 
the Alexandrian corn-ships (as we shall see) often touched at the 
harbours in that neighbourhood. 

* St. Paul’s two companions—besides the soldiers, with Julius 
their commanding officer, the sailors, the other prisoners, and such 
occasional passengers as may have taken advantage of this oppor¬ 
tunity of leaving Ccesarea, —were two Christians already familiar to 
us, Luke the Evangelist, whose name, like that of Timotheus, is 
almost inseparable from the Apostle, and whom we may conclude 
to have been with him since his arrival in Jerusalem,’—and ‘Aris¬ 
tarchus the Macedonian, of Thessalonica,’ whose native country and 
native city have been separately mentioijed before (Acts xix. 29, 
xx. 4), and who seems, from the manner in which he is spoken of 
in the Epistles written from Rome (Philem. 24, Col. iv. 10), to have 
been, like St. Paul himself, a prisoner in the cause of the Gospel. 

On the day after sailing from Csearea the vessel put into Sidon 
(v. 3). This may be readily accounted for, by supposing that she 
touched there for the purposes of trade, or to land some passengers. 
Or another hypothesis is equally allowable. Westerly and north¬ 
westerly winds prevail in the Levant at the end of summer and the 
beginning of autumn ; 3 and we find that it did actually blow from 
these quarters soon afterwards, in the course of St. Paul’s voyage. 
Such a wind would be sufficiently fair for a passage to Sidon : and 
the seamen might proceed to that port in the hope of the weather 
becoming more favourable, and be detained there by the wind con¬ 
tinuing in the same quarter. 4 The passage from Gtesarea to Sidon 
is sixty-seven miles, a distance easily accomplished, under favour- 


1 A short notice of it is given by Sir 
C. Fellows (A. M. p. 39). Sir. Weston, 
in his MS. journal, describes it as a 
filthy town, of about 1500 houses, 150 
of which are inhabited by Greeks, and 
he saw no remains of antiquity. It was 
a flourishing seaport in the time of the 
kings of Pergamus; and Pliny mentions 
it as the seat of a conventux juridieux. 
In Pococke’s Travels (II. ii. 16), it is 
stated that there is much boat-building 
still at Adramyti. 

a See above. 

3 See the" quotation already given 
from Norie’s Sailing Directions, p. 
557, n. 1. A similar statement will 
be found in Purdy, p. 59. Mr. Smith 
(pp. 22, 23, 27, 41), gives very 
copious illustrat ons of this point, 
from the journal written by Lord de 
Saumarez, on his return from Aboukir, 
in the months of Augifst and Septem¬ 
ber 1798. He stood to the north to¬ 
wards Cyprus, and was compiled to 
run to the south of Crete. ‘ The wind 


continues to the westward. T am sorry 
to find it almost as prevailing as the 
trade-winds (July 4) . . . We have 
just gained sight of Cyprus, nearly the 
track we followed six weeks ago; so in¬ 
variably do the westerly winds prevail 
at this season (Aug. 19). . . We are 
still off the island of Bhodes. Our 
present routs is to the northward of 
CandiafAug. 28). . . . After con¬ 
tending three days against the adverse 
winds which are almost invariably en¬ 
countered here, and getting sufficiently 
to the northward to have weathered the 
small islands that lie more immediately 
between the Archipelago and Candia, 
the wind set in so strong from the west¬ 
ward, that I was compelled to desist 
from that passage, and to bear up be¬ 
tween Scafpanto and Saxo.’ 

4 * They "probably stopped at Sidon 
for the purposes of trade. 1 —Smith, p. 23. 
‘It may be concluded that they put 
in, because of contrary winds.’—Pen¬ 
rose, MS. 
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able circumstances, in leas than twenty-four hours. In the oourae 
of the night they would pass by Ptolemais and Tyre, where St. 
Paul had -visited tho Christians two years before. 1 Sidon is the 
last city on th# Phoenician shore in which the Apostle’s presence 
can be traced, f It is a city associated, from the earliest times, with 
patriarchal and Jewish History. The limit of ‘ the border of the 
Canaanites ’ in the description of the peopling of the earth after the 
Flood (Gen. x. 19),—the haven of the sea, the haven of ships ’ in 
the dim vision of the dying Patriarch (ib. xlix. 13),—the ‘ great 
Sidon’ of the wars of Joshua (Jpsh. xi. 8),—the city that never 
was conquered by the Israelites (Judg. i. 31),—the home of the 
merchants that ‘ passed over the sea ’ (Isa. xxiii.),—its history was 
linked with all the annals of the Hebrew race. Nor is it less 
familiarly known in the records of Heathen antiquity. Its name is 
celebrated both in the Iliad and the Odyssey, and Herodotus says 
that its sailors were th» most expert of all the Phoenicians. Its 
strong and massive fortifications -were i)ulled down when this coast 
fell under the sway of the Persians ; but its harbour remained un¬ 
injured till a far later period. The Prince of the Druses, with 
whose strange and brilliant career its more recent history is most 
closely connected, threw masses of stone and earth into the port, in 
order to protect himself from the Turks : 2 —and houses are now 
standing on the spot where the ships of King Louis anchored in the 
last Crusade, 3 and which was crowded with merchandise in that age, 
when the Geographer of the Roman Empire spoke of Sidon as the 
best harbour of Phoenicia. 4 

Nor is the history of Sidon without a close connection with those 
j%ars in which Christianity was founded. Not only did its inhabi¬ 
tants, with those of Tyre, follow the footsteps of Jesus, to hear His 
words, and to be healed of their diseases (Luke vi. 17): but the Son 
of David Himself visited those coasts, and there rewarded the im¬ 
portunate faith of a Gentile suppliant (Matt, xv., Mark vii.) ; and 
soon the prophecy which lay, as it were, involved in this miracle, 
was fulfilled by the preaching of Evangelists and Apostles. Those 
who had been converted during the dispersion which followed the 
martyrdom of Stephen were presently visited by Barnabas and Saul 
(Acts xi.). Again, Paul with Barnabas passed through these cities 
on their return from the first victorious journey among the Gentiles 
(ib. xv. 3). Nor were these .the only journeys which the Apostle 
had taken through Phoenicia ; 6 so that he well knew, on his arrival 
from Caesarea, that Christian brethren were to be found in Sidon. 
He, doubtless, told Julius that he had ‘ friends ’ there, whom he 
wished to visit; and, either from special commands which had been 
given by Festus in favour of St. Paul, or through an influence 
which the Apostle had already gained over the centurion’s mind, the 
desired permission was granted. If we bear in our remembrance 
that St. Paul's health was>naturally delicate, and that he must have 

1 See what has been sai£T above or 3 For the Iqetory of Sidon during 
theeetwo cities. Chap. XX. pp. 564,565. the Middle Ages, see Dr. Robinson** 

1 A compendious account of Fakrid- third volume, 
din will be found in the Modem i Tra- * Strabo, xvi. 
vener, i See pp. 882, 888. 
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suffered much during his long detention at Coesarea, a new interest 
is given to the touching incident, with which the narrative of this 
voyage opens, that the Roman officer treated this one prisoner 
‘ courteously, and gave him liberty to go unto his friends to refresh 
himself.’ We have already considered the military position of this 
centurion, and seen that there are good grounds for identifying him 
with an officer mentioned by a Heathen historian. 1 It gives an 
additional pleasure to such investigations, when wo can record our 
grateful recollection of kindness shown by him to that Apostle, from 
whom we have received our chief knowledge of the Gospel. 

On going to sea from Sidon, the wind was unfavourable. Hence, 
whatever the weather had been before, it certainly blew from the 
westward now. The direct course from Sidon to the ‘ coasts of 
Asia ’ would have been to the southward of Cyprus, across the sea 
over which the Apostle had sailed so prosperously two years before. 2 
Thus when St. Luke says that ‘ they saileduuder tile lee 3 of Cyprus, 
because the winds were contrary,’ he means that they sailed to the 
north-east and north of the island. If there were any doubt con¬ 
cerning his meaning, it would be made clear by what is said after¬ 
wards, that they 1 sailed through 4 the sea which is over against Cilicia 
and Pamphylia.’ The reasons why this course was taken will be 
easily understood by those who have navigated those seas in modem 
times. By standing to the north, the vessel would fall in with the 
current which sets in a north-westerly direction past the eastern 
extremity of Cyprus, and then westerly along the southern coast of 
Asia Minor, till it is lost at the opening of the Archipelago. 5 And 
besides this, as the land was neared, the wind would draw off the 
shore, and the water would be smoother; and both these advantages 
would aid the progress of the vessel. 0 Hence she would easily work 


1 See the preceding chapter. 

s See Chap. XX. 

3 This is the strict meaning of the 
term. So it is used below, v. 7, and the 
sense is the same, v. 16. It is a con¬ 
fusion of geographical ideas to suppose 
that a south shore is necessarily meant. 
Falconer, who imagines the south coast 
of Cyprus to he intended, was misled by 
his view of the meaning of the word 
1 Asia.’ They sailed, in fact, so that 
the wind blew from the island towards 
the ship. The idea of sailing near the 
coast is no doubt included; but the two 
things arc distinct. 

4 Through or across. The meaning 
is similar in v. 27. We should observe 
the order in which the following words 
occur. Cilicia is mentioned first. 

3 ‘From Syria to the Archipelago 
there is a constant current to the west¬ 
ward, slightly felt at sea, but very per¬ 
ceptible near the shore, along this part 
of which [Lycia] it runs with con¬ 
siderable but irregular velocity: be¬ 
tween Adratchan Cape and the small 
adjacent island we found it one day 
almost three miles an houi. , . , 


The great body of water, as it moves 
to the westward, is intercepted by the 
western coast of the Gulf of Adulia; 
thus pent up and accumulated, it rushes 
with augmented violence towards Cape 
Khelidouia, where, diffusing itself ill the 
open sea, it again becomes equalised.’ 
Beaufort’s Karamania, p. 41. See pp. 
11.‘J, 557. [Of two persons engaged in 
the merchant-service, one says that he 
has often ‘ treked other fruit-vessels ’ 
in sailing westward, by standing to the 
north to get this current, while they 
took the mid-channel course ; the other, 
that the current is sometimes so strong 
betweeu Cyprus and the main, that he 
has known ‘a steamer jammed ’ there, 
in going to the East.] 

6 It is said in the Sailing Directory 
(p. 243), that ‘ at night the great 
northern valley conducts the land-wind 
from the cold mountains of the interior 
to the sea f and again (p. 24i), that 
‘Capt. Beaufort, ou rounding Cape 
Khelidonia, found the land-breezes, 
which had generally been from the 
west, or south-west, coming down the 
Gulf of Adalia from the northward.’ 
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to windward, 1 * under the mountains of Cilicia, and through the bay 
of Pamphylia, — to Lycia, which was the first district in the province t 
of Asia. 11 Thus we follow the Apostle once more across the sea over 
which he had first sailed with Barnabas from Antioch to Sal am is,— 
and within sight of the summits of Taurus, which rise above his 
native city,—and close by Perga and Attaleia,—till he came to a 
Lycian harbour not far from Patara, the last point at which he lyid 
touched on his return from the third Missionary journey. 

The Lycian harbour, in which the Adramyttian ship came to 
anchor on this occasion, after her, voyage from Sidon, was Myra, a 
city which has been fully illustrated by some of those travellers 
whose researches have, within these few years, for the first time 
provided materials for a detailed geographical Commentary on the 
Acts of the Apostles. 3 Its situation was at the opening of a long 
and wonderful gorge, which conducts the traveller from the interior 
of the mountain-region*>f Lycia to the sea. 4 * * A wide space of plain 
intervened between the city and the •port. Strabo says that the 
distance was twenty stadia, or more than two miles.'’ If we draw a 
natural inference from the magnitude of the theatre, 0 which remains 
at the base of the cliffs, and the traces of ruins to some distance 
across the plain, we should conclude that Myra once held a con¬ 
siderable population : while the Lycian tombs, still conspicuous in 
the rocks, seem to connect it with a remote period of Asiatic history. 7 
We trace it, on the other hand, in a later though hardly less obscure 
period of histoi’y : for in the Middle Ages it was called the port of 
the Adriatic, and was visited by Anglo-Saxon travellers. 8 This was 
the peri»d when St. Nicholas, the saint of the modern Greek 
sailors,—born at Patara, and buried at Myra,—had usurped the 
honour which those two cities might more naturally have given to 
the Apostle who anchored in their harbours. 0 In the seclusion of 
the deep gorge of Deinbra is a magnificent Byzantine church, 10 — 

1 The vessel would [probably] have infer something in reference to 1 lie 
to beat up to Myra. This is indicated population of an ancient city from the 
in the map. The wind is assumed to size of its theatre. A plan of this 
bo NAV.; and the alternate courses theatre is given in Leake’s Asia Motor, 
marked are about N.N.1C. on the lar- and also in Texicr's Asit- Miaeure. 
board tack, and W.SAV. on the star- 7 It is well known that there is 
board tack. much difference of opinion concerning 

* Lycia was once virtually a pajt of the history of Lycian civilisation, and 

the province of Asia (p. *181) ; but the date of the existing remains, 
shortly before the time of St. Paul’s H Early Travels in Palestine, quoted 
voyage to Rome it seems to have been by Mr. Lewin, vol. ii. p. 716. It is 
united under one jurisdiction with erroneously said there that Myra was 
Pamphylia (p. 186). The period when at that time the metropolis of Lvcia, on 
it was a separate province, with Myra the authority of the Synectlemus, which 
for its metropolis, was much later. belongs to a period much later. The 

3 The two best accounts of Myra river Andriaki is also incorrectly iden- 
will be found in Fellows’s Asia Minor, tided with the Limvrus. 

pp. 194, Stc., and Spratt and Forbes's * The relics of St. Nicholas were 
Lycia, yol. i. ch. iii. taken to St. Petersburg by a Russian 

4 This gorge is described- in striking frigate during the Greek revolution, 

language, both by Sir C. Fellows and and a gaudy picture sent instead. Sp. 

by Spratt and Forbes. <& F. Compare Fellows. 

4 See note 8. 10 See the description of this grand 

* Mr. Cockerell remarks that we may and solitary building, and the vignette 
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probably the cathedral of the diocese, when Myra was the eccle¬ 
siastical and political metropolis of Lycia. 1 Another building, 
hardly less conspicuous, is a granary erected by Trajan near the 
mouth of the little river Andraki. 2 This is the ancient Andriace, 
which Pliny mentions as the port of Myra, and which is described 
to us by Appian, in his narrative of the Civil Wars of Rome, as 
clpsed and protected by a chain. 3 

Andriace, the port of Myra, was one of the many excellent 
harbours which abound in the south-western part of Asia Minor. 
From this circumstance, and from the fact that the coast is high and 
visible to a great distance,—in addition to the local advantages 
which we have mentioned above, the westerly current, and the off¬ 
shore wind,—it was common for ships bound from Egypt to the 
westward to be found in this neighbourhood when the winds were 
contrary. 4 It was therefore a natural occurrence, and one which 
could have caused no surprise, when the centurion m'et in the harbour 
at Myra with an Alexandrian corn-ship on her voyage to Italy 
(v. 6). Even if business had not brough ther to this coast, she was 
not really out of her track in a harbour in the same meridian as 
that of her own port. 5 It is probable that the same westerly winds 
which had hindered St. Paul’s progress from Cmsarea to Myra, had 
caused the Alexandrian ship to stand to the north. 

Thus the expectation was fulfilled, which hadinduced thecenturion 
to place his prisoners on board the vessel of Adrarnyttium. 0 That 
vessel proceeded on her homeward route up the coast of the 
^Egean, if the weather permitted : and we now follow the Apostle 
through a more eventful part of his voyage, in a ship Which was 
probably much larger than those that were simply engaged in tilt 
coasting trade. From the total number of souls on board (v. 37), 
and the known fact that the Egyptian merchantmen were among 
the largest in the Mediterranean, 7 we conclude that she was a vessel 
of considerable size. Everything that relates to her construction is 
interesting to us, through the minute account which is given of her 
misfortunes, from the moment of her leaving Myra. The weather 
was unfavourable from the first. They were ‘ many days ’ before 
reaching Cnidus (v. 7) : and since the distance from Myra to this 


in Spratt and Forbes. They remark, 
that ‘ as Mvra was the capital of the 
bishopric of Lycia for many centuries 
afterwards, and as there are no re¬ 
mains at Myra itself indicating the 
existence of a cathedral, we probably 
behold in this ruin the head-churcli of 
the diocese, planted here from motives 
of seclusion and security.’ — vol. i. 
p. 107. 

* Hierod. Synecd. See Wesseling’s 
note, n. 684. 

* The inscription on the granary is 
given by Beaufort. 

* See above p. 560, na2. 

* See the references to Socrates, So- 
zomen, and Philo, in Wetstein. It is 
possible, as Kuinoei suggests, that the 
ship might have brought goods from 


Alexandria to Lycia, and then taken in 
a fresh cargo for Italy : but not very 
probable, sinto she was full of wheat 
when the gale caught her. [A captain 
in the merchant-service told the writer, 
that in coming from Alexandria in 
August he has stood to the north to¬ 
wards Asia Minor, for the sake of the 
current, and that this is a very' com¬ 
mon course.] 

6 Mr. Lewin supposes that the plan 
• of Julius was changed, in consequence 
of this ship being found in harbour 
here. ‘At Myra the centurion most 
unluckily changed his plan,’ See., vol. 
ii. p. 716. 

6 See above, p. 631. 

7 A quotation to this effect is given 
by Wetstein. 
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place is only a hundred and thirty miles, it is certain that they must t 
have sailed ‘slowly ’ (ib.). The delay was of course occasioned by 
one of two causes, by calms or by contrary winds. There can be 
no doubt that tile latter was the real cause, not only because the 
sacred narrative states that they reached Cnidus 1 ‘ with difficulty,’ 
but because we are informed that, when Cnidus was reached, they 
could not make good their course 3 any further, ‘ the wind not suffic¬ 
ing them’ (ib.). At this point they lost the advantages of a 
favouring current, a weather shore and smooth water, and were met 
by all the force of the sea from the westward; and it was judged the 
most prudent course, instead of contending with a head sea and 
contrary winds, to run down to the southward, and, after rounding 
Cape Salmone, the easternmost point of Crete, to pursue the voyage 
under the lee of that island. 3 

Knowing, as ye do, the consequences which followed this step, wo 
are inclined to blame it*as imprudent,.unless, indeed, it was abso¬ 
lutely necessary. For while the south coast of Crete was deficient 
in good harbours, that of Cnidus was excellent,—well sheltered 
from the north-westerly winds, fully supplied with all kinds of stores, 
and in eveiy way commodious, if needful, for wintering. 4 

And here, according to our custom, wo pause again in the narra¬ 
tive, that we may devote a few lines to the history and description 
of the place. In early times it was the metropolis of the Asiatic 
Dorians, who worshipped Apollo, their national Deity, on the rugged 
headland called the Triopian 5 promontory (the modern Cape Crio), 
which jutp out beyond the city to the VV est. From these heights 
yie people of Cnidus saw that engagement between the fleets of 
Pisander and Conon, which resulted in the maritime supremacy of 


1 The Greek word here is only im¬ 
perfectly rendered by ‘scarce’ in the 
English version. It is the same word 
which is translated * hardly ’ in v. 8, 
and it occurs again in v. 16. 

* Their direct course was about W. 
by S.: and, when they opened the 
point, they were under very unfavour¬ 
able circumstances even for beating. 
The words ‘ the wind not suffering 
us,’ Mr. Smith understands to qjean 
that the wind would not allow the vessel 
to hold on her course towards Italy, 
after Cnidus was passed. So Sir C. 
Penrose, in whose MS. we find the fol¬ 
lowing: ‘ The course from Myra towards 
Italy was to pass close to the Island of 
Cythera (Cerigo), or the south point of 
the Morea; the island of Rhodes lying 
in the direct track. It appears that the 
ship passed to the northward of that 
island, having sailed slowly many days 
from the light and baffling winds', usual 
in those seas and at that season. Hav¬ 
ing at last got over against Cnidus (C. 
Cno), the toind not suffering them to get 
on in the direct course, it having be¬ 
come steady from the west or north¬ 


west, they sailed southwards, till, 
coming near to the east end of Crete, 
thev passed,’ &c. 

'f he words at first sight seem to mean 
that the wind would not allow them to 
put into the harbour of Cnidus ; and 
so they are understood by Meyer, l)e 
Wette", Humphry, and Hackett. llut 
in a case of this kind nautical consider¬ 
ations must be taken into account. A 
friend remarks in a letter that ‘a ship 
on a weather shore could come to and 
warp it.’ If, however, it were true that 
they could not get into Cnidus, it would 
equally follow that the wind was blow¬ 
ing hard from the N.W. 

3 See above. 

1 If the words ‘the wind not suffer¬ 
ing us’ really mean that the wind 
would not allow them to enter the har¬ 
bour of Cnidus, these remarks become 


unnecessary. 

5 For a view of this remarkable pro- 
montorv, whicfl is the more worthy of 
notice,'since St. Paul passed it twice 
(Acts xxi. 1, xxvii. 7), see the en- 
graving in the Admiralty Chart. Ho. 
1604. 
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Athens. 1 To the north-west is seen the island of Cos (pp. 555, 556) ; 
to the south-east, across a wider reach of sea, is the larger island ol 
Rhodes (p. 657), with which, in their weaker and more voluptuous 
days,® Cnidus was united in alliance with Rome, at the beginning 
of the struggle between Italy and the East. 3 The position of the 
city of Cnidus is to the east of the Triopian headland, where a 
narrow isthmus unites the promontory with the continent, and 
separates the two harbours which Strabo has described. 4 ‘Pew 
places bear more incontestable proofs of former magnificence ; and 
fewer still of the ruffian industry of their destroyers. The whole 
area of the city is one promiscuous mass of ruins ; among which 
may be traced streets and gateways, porticoes and theatres.’ 5 But 
the remains which are the most worthy to arrest our attention are 
those of the harbours : not only because Cnidus was a city peculiarly 
associated with maritime enterprise, 6 but ti because these remains 
have been less obliterated <by violence or decay. ‘ The smallest 
harbour has a narrow entrance between high piers, and was evidently 
the closed basin for triremes, which Strabo mentions.’ But it was 
the southern and larger port which lay in St. Paul’s course from 
Myra, and in which the Alexandrian ship must necessarily have 
come to anchor, if she had touched at Cnidus. 1 This port is formed 
by two transverse moles ; these noble works were carried into the 
sea to a depth of nearly a hundred feet; one of them is almost 
perfect: the other, which is more exposed to the south-west swell, 
can only be seen under water.’ 7 And we may conclude our descrip¬ 
tion by quoting from another traveller, who speaks of ‘ the remains 
of an ancient quay on the S.W., supported by Cyclopian walls, and 
in some places cut out of the steep limestone rocks, which rise 
abruptly from the water’s edge.’ 8 

This excellent harbour then, from choice or from necessity, was 
left behind by the seamen of the Alexandrian vessel. Instead of 
putting back there for shelter, they yielded to the expectation of 
being able to pursue their voyage under the lee of Crete, and ran 
down to Cape Salmone : after rounding which, the same ‘difficulty’ 
would indeed recur (v. 8), but still with the advantage of a weather 

1 See above, p. 556. Hamilton’s Asia Minor, vol. i. pp. 39- 

3 We can hardly avoid making some 45. 
allusion here to the celebrated Venus of 6 ,It was l Sostratus of Cnidus who 
Praxiteles. This object of universal built the Pharos of Alexandria. The 
admiration was at Cnidus when St. Paul same place gave birth to Ctesias and 
passed by. Agatharchides, and others who have 

3 It was afterwards made ‘ a free contributed much to geographical 
city.’ knowledge. 

_ ‘ The ruins are chiefly on the east 7 Here and above we quote from 
side of the Isthmus (see Hamilton, as Beaufort. See his Sketch of the Har- 
referred to below). Pausanias says bour. The same may be seen in the 
that the city was divided into two parts Admiralty Chart, No. 1583. Another 
by an Euripus, over which a bridge ' chart gives a larger plan of the ruins, 
was thrown; one half being towards &c. Other references might easily be 
the Triopian promontory, the other to- given. Perhaps there is no city in Asia 
wards the east. Minor which has been more clearly 

3 Beaufort’s Karamania, p. 81. The displayed, both by description and en- 
fullest account of the ruins will be gravings. 
found in the third volume of the Trans- 9 Hamilton, p. 89. 
actions of the Dilettanti Society, and in 



XXHl.J Cnidus. 639 

shore. The statements at this particular point of St. Luke’s narra¬ 
tive enable us to ascertain, with singular minuteness, the direction 
of the wind : and it is deeply interesting to observe how this direc¬ 
tion, once ascertained, harmonises all the inferences which we should 
naturally draw from other parts of the context. But the argument 
has been so well stated by the first writer who has called attention 
to this question, that we wiE present it in his words rather than cur 
own. 1 * ‘ The course of a ship on her voyage from Myra to Italy, 

after she has reached Cnidus, is by the north side of Crete, through 
the Archipelago, W. by S. Hencts a ship which can make good a 
course of less than seven points from the wind, would not have been 
prevented from proceeding on her course, unless the wind had been 
to the west of N.N.W. But we are told that she “ran under Crete, 
over against Salmone,” which implies that she was able to fetch that 
cape, which betyrs about S.W. by S. from Cnidus ; but, unless the 
wind had been to the nbrth of W.N.\y., she could not have done 
so. The middle point between N.N.W. and W.N. W. is north-west, 
which cannot be more than two points, and is probably not more 
than one, from the true direction. The wind, therefore, would in 
common language have been termed north-west .’ 3 And then 
the author proceeds to quote, what we have quoted elsewhere 
(p. 557, n. 1), a statement from the English Sailing Directions re¬ 
garding the prevalence of north-westerly winds in these seas during 
the summer months : and to point out that the statement is in 
complete harmony with what Pliny says of the Etesian monsoons. 

Under^these circumstances of weather, a consideration of what 
Jjas been said above, with the chart of Crete before us, will show 
that the voyage could have been continued some distance from Capo 
Salmone under the lee of the island, as it had been from Myra to 
Cnidus, 3 —but that at a certain point (now called Cape Matala), 
where the coast trends suddenly to the north, and where the full 
force of the wind and sea from the westward must have been met, 
this possibility would have ceased once more, as it had ceased at the 
south-western corner of the Peninsula. At a short distance to the 
east of Cape Matala is a roadstead, 4 * which was then called ‘ Fair 
Havens,’ and still retains the same name, 6 and which the voyagers 
successfully reached and came to anchor. There seems to have 

been no town at Fair Havens ; but there was a town near it called 

• • 


1 For what may be necessary to ex¬ 

plain the nautical terms, see the com¬ 
pass on p. 569. 

3 Smith, p. 35. 

3 Sec above. It is of importance to 
observe here that the pronoun ‘ 1 1 ’ in 
v. 8 refers not to Salmone, but to Crete. 
With the wind from the N.W. they 
would easily round the point : but 
after this they would ‘beat up with 
difficulty along the coast' to the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Cape Matala. 

. 4 In our larger editions, a view is 
given from Schranz’s drawing, in Mr. 
Smith’s work. 

6 It ijs no doubt the same place which 


is mentioned by Pococke (ii, 260) under 
tile name of At/,eot-ev KaAour, and also 
the Catismcne spoken of in the vovrge 
of llauwolf (in Pay’s Collection), and 
the Catis Miniums of Fynes Morison. 
In ancient sailing directions, Dutch and 
French, it is described as ‘ccn schoonc 
bay,—nne belle baie.’ See all these re¬ 
ferences in Smith, pp. 30, 38, 44. The 
place was visited by Mr. Pasliley, but is 
not described by him. Meyer considers 
the name euphemistic. As regards win¬ 
tering, the place was certainly ‘not 
commodious, but as regards shelter 
from some winds (including N.W.), it 
was a good anchorage. 
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Lasma, 1 a circumstance which St. Luke mentions (if we may presume 
to say so), not with any view of fixing the locality of the roadstead 
but simply because the fact was impressed on his memory. 2 If the 
vessel was detained long at this anchorage, the sailors must have 
had frequent intercourse with Lastea, and the soldiers too might 
obtain leave to visit it; and possibly also the prisoners, each with 
a soldier chained to his arm. We are not informed of the length 
of the delay at Fair Havens : but before they left the place, a ‘ con¬ 
siderable time’ had elapsed since they had sailed from Ctesarea 3 
(v. 9); and they had arrived at that season of the year when it was 
considered imprudent to try the open sea. This is expressed by St. 
Luke by saying that ‘ the fast was already pasta proverbial phrase 
among the Jews, employed as we should employ the phrase ‘ about 
Michaelmas,’ and indicating precisely that period of the year. 4 The 
fast of expiation was on the tenth of Tisri, and corresponded to the 
close of September or the beginning of October; 5 and is exactly the 
time when seafaring is pronounced to be dangerous by Greek and 
Roman writers. 0 It became then a very serious matter of consulta¬ 
tion whether they should remain at Fair Havens for the winter, or 
seek some better harbour. St. Paul’s advice was very strongly 
given that they should remain where they were. He warned them 
that if they ventured to pursue their voyage they would meet with 
violent weather,’ with great injury to the cargo and the ship, and 
much risk to the lives of those 011 board. It is sufficient if we trace 
in this warning rather the natural prudence and judgment of St. 
Paul than the result of any supernatural revelation : though it is 
possible that a prophetic power was acting 3 in combination with the 
insight derived from long experience of ‘ perils in the sea’ (2 Cor. 


1 Mr. Smith says that Lnssea is not 
mentioned by any ancient writer. It 
is however, probably the Lasia of the 
Peutingerian Tables, stated there to be 
sixteen miles to the east of Gortyna. 

[We are now able with great satisfac¬ 
tion to state that- the city of Lastea has 
been discovered. The Bev. G. Brown, 
with some companions, has recently 
visited this const in the yacht St. 
Ursula ; and a letter written by him 
from Fair Havens on January’ 18th, 
1856, supplies the following facts. 
When the party landed at Fair Ha¬ 
vens the question was asked, ‘ Where is 
Lastea ? ’ to which it was answered at 
once, that it was now a deserted place 
about two hours to the eastward, close 
to Cape Leonda. On receiving this in¬ 
formation they ran along the coast be¬ 
fore a S.W. wind: and, just after passing 
the Cape, the eye of one of the party 
was caught by * two white pillars stand¬ 
ing on a brae-side near the shore.' On 
approaching and landing, the beach 
was found to be lined with masses of 
masonry, and various remains of a con¬ 
siderable town were discovered. The 


peasants, who came down from the hills, 
said that the name of the place was 
Lasea. Cape Leonda lies five miles 
east of Fair Havens. Mr. Brown's let¬ 
ter has been placed at our disposal by 
Mr. Smith, who will give fuller details 
in the second edition of his work on St. 
Paul’s Shipwreck. (This edition is now 
published. 1861.)] 

• The allusion is, in truth, an instance 
of the autop^ic style of St. Luke, on 
whii'h we have remarked in the narra¬ 
tive of what took place at Philippi- 

3 When they left Caesarea they had 
every reasonable prospect of reaching 
Italy before the stormy season: but 
since then ‘ much time had been spent.’ 

4 Just so Theophrastus reckons from 
a Heathen festival, when he says ‘that 
the sea is navigable after the Diony - 
tia.’ 

5 Levit. xvi. 29, xxiii. 27. 

6 Authorities are given in the larger 
editions. 

7 See v. 10, and v. 21. 

• Observe the vagueness of the words 
‘ a certain island,’ 
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xi. 26). He addressed such arguments to his fellow-voyagers *Sj 
would be likely to influence all : the master 1 would naturally avoid 
what might endanger the ship : the owner 2 (who was also on board) 
would be anxious for the cargo : to the centurion and to all, the 
risk of perilling their lives was a prospect that could not lightly bo 
regarded. That St. Paul was allowed to give advice at all, implies 
that he was already held in a consideration very unusual fof a 
prisoner in the custody of soldiers ; and the time came when his 
words held a commanding sway over the whole crew : yet we cannot 
be surprised that on this occasion the centurion was more influenced 3 
by the words of the owner and the master than those of the Apostle. 
There could be no doubt that their present anchorage was ‘ incom¬ 
modious to winter in' (v. 12), and the decision of ‘ the majority ’ 
was to leave it so soon as the weather should permit. 

On the south, coast of the island, somewhat farther to the west, 
was a harbour called Phoenix, 4 with which it seems that some of the 
sailors were familiar. 5 They spoke of it in their conversation during 


1 The same word is translated ‘ ship¬ 
master,’ in Rev. xviii. 17. 

* He might be the skipper, or little 
more than supercargo. 

3 The imperfect tense is used here. 
[It app ears from Mr. Brown’s letter 
that St. Paul’s counsel was not unwise, 
even in the nautical sense. For further 
details we must again refer to Mr. 
Smith’s second edition. We may just 
#dd that Mr. Brown was told at Lutro, 
that the ‘Holy Apostle Paul’ had 
visited Cololimounius and baptized 
many people there j and that near the 
latter place he saw the ruins of a mo¬ 
nastery bearing the Apostle’s name.] 

4 So the name is written by St. Luke 
and by Strabo. See below*. The name 
was probably derived from the palm- 
trees, which are said by Theophrastus 
and Pliny to be indigenous in Crete. 

6 At the time when Mr. Smith’s work 
was published, our information regard¬ 
ing the coast of Crete was very imper¬ 
fect ; and he found it to Be the gefieral 
impression of several officers acquainted 
with the navigation of those seas [and 
the writer of this note may add that he 
has received the same impression from 
persons engaged in the merchant-ser¬ 
vice, and familiar with that part of the 
Levant], that there are no ship-har¬ 
bours on the south side of the island. 

( Mr. Smith’s conviction, however, was 
that at Lutro there was a harbour 
satisfying all the conditions, and the 
writer of this note was enabled, in April 
1852, to confirm this conviction in a 
Yery satisfactory manner. The Admi¬ 
ralty drawings of the south coast of 
Crete had just then arrived, and the 


soundings of Lutro were decisive. These 
were exhibited in our earlier editions 
from a tracing made at the Admiralty. 
The position of the harbour is shown 
by the anchor in the chart opposite 
p. 642. 

Previously, however, Mr. Smith had 
received a letter from Mr. Urquharf, 
M.P., alluding to what occurred to him, 
when on board a Greek ship of war and 
chasing a pirate. ‘ Lutro is an ndmir 
able harbour. You open it like a box; 
unexpectedly, the nicks stand apart, 
and the town appears within .... We 
thought we had cut. him oft’, and that 
we were driving him light upon the 
rocks. Suddenly he disappeared;— 
and, rounding in after linn, like a 
change of scenery, the little basil!, its 
shipping and the town presented them¬ 
selves. . . . Excepting Lutro, all the 
roadsteads looking to the southward arc 
perfectly exposed to the south or cast.’ 
For a view of Lutro, see Pash ley’s 
Ti avcis in Crete. 

[ i‘lie earlier part of this note remains 
as it was in the first edition. It is 
confirmed in every particular by Mr. 
Brown’s letter. In the first place, when 
they were in search of Lutro, they ran 
past it, partly because of an error in 
the chart, and partly because * the port 
in question makes no appearance from 
the sea: Next, on reaching the place 
and inquiring from an old Greek wbat 
was its ancient name, ‘ he replied, with¬ 
out hesitation Phceniki , but that the 
old city exists no longer.’ A Latin 
inscription relating to the Emperor 
Nerva (who was of Cretan extraction), 
is mentioned as being found on the 
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V?tjx6 delay at Fair Havens, and they described it as * looking 1 toward 
the south-west wind and the north-west wind.’ If they meant to 
recommend a harbour, into which these winds blew dead on shore, 
it would appear to have been unsailorlike advice : and we are 
tempted to examine more closely whether the expression really 
means what at first sight it’ appears to mean, and then to inquire 
further whether we can identify this description with any existing 
harbour. This might indeed be considered a question of mere 
curiosity,—since the vessel never reached Phoenix,—and since the 
description of the place is evidently not that of St. Luke, but of the 
sailors, whose conversation he heard.* But everything has a deep 
interest for us which tends to elucidate this voyage. And, first, we 
think there cannot be a doubt, both from the notices in ancient 
writers and the continuance of ancient names upon the spot, that 
Phoenix is to be identified with the modern Lutro. 3 This is a 
harbour which is sheltered from the winds" above-mentioned : and 
without entering fully into the discussions which have arisen upon 
this subject, we give it as our opinion that the difficulty i8 to be ex¬ 
plained, simply by remembering that sailors speak of everything 
from their own point of view, and that such a harbour does ‘ look ’ 

point which defends the harbour on the coast, on February 19th, 1856, and 
south. The harbour itself is described obliged to run with three-reefed main- 
thus : ‘We found the shores steep and sail and fore-staysail into the harbour 
perfectly clean. There are fifteen fa- of Lutro, where, the writer says, ‘ we 
thorns in the middle of the harbour, spent as quiet a night as if we were in 
diminishing gradually to two close to a mill-pond. It is a small place,’ he 
the village. As the beach is extremely continues, ‘ and it was queer,' in looking 
narrow, and the hills immediately be- up the after companion, to see olive* 
hind steep and rocky, the harbour can- trees and high rocks overhanging the 
not have altered its form materially tafirail.’] 

since the days of the Apostle.’ The 1 This is the literal meaning of the 
health-officer said, that ' though the original, which is inadequately trans¬ 
harbour is open to the East, yet the Iated in the English version, 
easterly gales never blow home, being 2 Observe the parenthetic way in 
lifted by the high land behind ; and which the description of Phoenix is in- 
tnat even in storms the sea rolls in troduced, v. 12. 

g€ntly {piano, piano ) . ... it is the 3 The details are given in the larger 
only secure harbour, in all winds, on the editions. Moreover Strabo says that 
soidh coast of Crete ; and, during the Phoenix is in the narrowest part of 
wars bel ween the Venetians and the Crete, which is precisely true of Lutro; 
Turks, as many as twenty and twenty- and t the longitudes of Ptolemy hartno- 
flyq war galleys have found shelter in nise with the same result. See Smith, 
its waters.’ p. 51. 

Further interest is given to this nar- The chart on the opposite page is 
rative by the circumstance that this taken from Mr. Smith’s work, with 
yachting party was caught by the some modifications. The part near 
Euroclydon (see below, p. 644), so that Lutro is corrected from the tracing 
some of them who landed were unable mentioned above. The spot marked 
to rejoin the vessel, and detained a night ‘ Spring and Church of St. Paul ’ is 
on shore. The sailors said that it was from the English Admiralty survey. 

‘ no wonder that St. Paul was blown " The cape marked ‘ C. St. Paul ’ is so 
off the coast in such weather ’ (see p. named on the authority of Lapie’a map 
644), and they added that ‘ no boat and last French government chart of 
could have boarded them in' such a the eastern part of the Mediterranean, 
sea ’ (see p. 645). The physical features are after Lapie 

It is a curious feet that this same and Psshley. For a notice of St. Paul’s 
party, tut returning from Alexandria, fountain, see Pashley, ii. 253. 
ware again caught in a gale on this 




CHART OP SOUTH COAST OP CRETE. 
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— -from, the water towards the land which incloses it — in the direction 
of ‘ south-west and north-west.’ 1 ■; 

With a sudden change of weather, the north-westerly wind 
ceasing, and a light air springing up from the south, tfie sanguine 
sailors ‘ thought that their purpose was already accomplished ’ 
(v. 13). They weighed anchor : and the vessel bore round Cape 
Matala. The distance to this point from Fair Havens is four or Jive 
miles : the bearing is W. by S. With a gentle southerly wind she 
would be able to weather the cape : and then the wind was fair to 
Phoenix, which was thirty-five miles distant from the cape, and bore 
from thence about W.N.W. The sailors already saw the high land 
above Lutro, and were proceeding in high spirits, —perhaps with 
fair-weather sails set, 2 —certainly with the boat towing astern, 3 — 
forgetful of past difficulties, and blind to impending dangers. 

The change in the fortunes of these mariners came without a 
moment’s wanting. 4 Soon after weathering Cape Matala, and, while 
they were pursuing their course in full confidence, close by the coast 
of Crete 5 (v. 13), a violent wind came down 0 from the mountains, 
and struck the ship (seizing her, according to the Greek expression, 
and whirling her round), so that it was impossible for the helmsman 
to make her keep her course. 7 The character of the wind is de¬ 
scribed in terms expressive of the utmost violence. It came with all 
the appearance of a hurricane : 8 and the name ‘ Euroclydon,’ which 

1 It seems strange that this view Havens with a light southerly wind 
should not have occurred to the com- and clear sky—everything indicative 
nientators. For discussion regarding of a line day, until we rounded the 
the Greek preposition used here, we cape to haul up for the head of the bay. 

•must refer to the larger editions. Then we saw Mount Ida covered with 

Such a harbour would have been very a dense cloud, and met. a strong north- 
‘ commodious to winter in;’ and it erlv breeze (one of the summer gales, 
agrees perfectly with Lutro, as dc- in fact, so frequent in the Levant, but 
lineated in the recent survey. To have which in general are accompanied by 
recommended a harbour because the terrific gusts and squalls from those 
south-west and north-west winds blew high mountains), tho wind blowing 
into it would have been folly. Hut direct from Mount Ida.’] 
whether the commentators felt this or 5 The verb is in the imperfect. 

not, they have generally assumed that 0 The Greek here denotes that the 

the harbour was open to these winds. wind came ‘ down from it,’ i.c. Crete, 

2 See what is said below in reference not ‘ against it,’ i.c. the ship. [Sir 

to lowering the gear, v. 17. C. Penrose, without reference to the 

3 This- is certain, from v. 16. m Greek, speaks of the wind as ’ descegd- 

4 Their experience, however, might ing from the lofty hills in heavy squalls 
have taught them that there was some and eddies, and driving the now almost 
cause for fear. Capt. J. Stewart, li.N. helpless ship far from the shore, with 
(as quoted by Mr. Smith, p. 60) ob- which her pilots vainly attempted to 
serves, in his remarks on the Archi- close.’] 

pelago: ‘ It is always safe to anchor 7 Literally ‘ to look at the wind, 
under the lee of an island with a See above, p. 627. We see the addi- 
northerly wind, as it dies away gradu- tional emphasis in the expression, if 
ally j but it would be extremely dan- we remember that an eye was painted 
gerous with southerly winds, as they on each side of the bow, as we have 
almost invariably shift to a violent mentioned above. Even now the ’ey** 
northerly tirind.’ [During the revision of a ship is a phrase used by English 
of these pages for the press (March 4, sailors for thb bow., 

1866), the following communication 9 ‘A typhonic wuid. [See above, 
from Capt. Spratt was received in a n. 4.] 
letter from Mr. Smith: 4 We left Fair 
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was given to it by the sailors, indicates the commotion in the sea 
'which presently resulted. 1 The consequence was, that, in the first 
instance, they were compelled to scad before the gale. 2 

If we wish to understand the events which followed, it is of the 
utmost consequence that we should ascertain, in the first place, the 
direction of this gale. Though there is a great weight of opinion 
in favour of the reading Euroaquilo, in place of Euroclydon, 3 — a 
view which would determine, on critical grounds, that the wind was 
E.N.E.,—we need not consider ourselves compelled to yield abso¬ 
lutely to this authority : and the mere context of the narrative 
enables us to determine the question with great exactitude. The 
wind came down from the island and drove the vessel off the 
island : whence it is evident that it could not have been southerly. 4 
If we consider further that the wind struck the vessel when she was 
not far 5 from Cape Matala (v. 14),—that it drove her towards 
Clauda 8 (v. 16), which is an island about twenty miles to the S.W. 
of that point,—and that the sailors ‘ feared ’ lest it should drive 
them into the. Syrtis 7 on the African coast (v. 17),—all which facts 
are mentioned in rapid succession,—an inspection of the chart will 
suffice to show us that the point from which the storm came must 
have been N.E., or rather to the East of N.E.,—and thus we may 
safely speak of it as coming from the E.N.E. 8 


i Whatever we maj’ determine as to 
the etymology of the word Euroclydon, 
it seems clear that the term implies a 
violent agitation of the water. 

* ‘ We let her drive.’ 

s Mr. Smith argues in favour of an¬ 
other reading which denotes a N.E. 
wind. But we have a strong impres¬ 
sion that Euroclydon is the correct 
reading. The addition of the words 
‘ which was called ’ seems to us to 
show that it was a name popularly 
given by the sailors to the wind; and 
nothing is more natural than that St. 
I.uke should use the word which he 
beard the seamen employ on the occa¬ 
sion. Besides it is the more difficult 
reading. 

4 Falconer supposes that the wind 
came from the southward, and clumsily 
attempts to explain why (on this sup¬ 
position) the vessel was' not driven on 
the Cretan coast. 

5 The use of the imperfect shows 
that they were sailing near the shore 
when the gale seized the vessel. Thus 
we do not agree with Mr. Smith in re¬ 
ferring ‘not long after’ to the time 
when they were passing round Cape 
Matala, but to the time of leaving Fair 
Havens. The general result, however, 
is the same. [It appears from Capt. 
Spratt’s information, that a ship can 
stand quite close to Cape Matala.1 

• There is no difficulty in identifying 


Clauda. It is the Claudos of Ptolemy 
and the Synecdemus , and the Gaudus 
of Pomponius Mela. Hence the modern 
Greek tlaudonesi, and the Italian cor¬ 
ruption into Oozo. 

* We may observe here, once for all, ‘ 
that the Authorised Version, ‘ the quick¬ 
sands,’ does not convey the accurate 
meaning. The word denotes the no¬ 
toriously dangerous hay between Tunis 
and the eastern part of Tripoli. 

8 These arguments are exhibited 
with the utmost clearness by Mr. Smith. 
Adopting the reading EupcucvAtor, he has 
three independent arguments in proof 
that the wind was I5.N.E.JN.; (1) the 
etymological meaning of the word; (2) 
the fact that the vessel was driven to 
Clauda, from a. point a little west of C. 
Matala ; (3) the fear of the sailors lest 
they might be driven into the Syrtis. 

The view of Admiral Penrose is 
slightly different. He supposes that 
the wind began from some of the nor¬ 
thern points, and drew gradually to tho 
eastward, as the ship gained an offing; 
and continued nearly at East, varying 
.occasionally a point or two to the liforth 
or South. He adds that a Levanter, 
when it blows with peculiar violence 
some points to the North of East, is 
called a Gregalia [compare ‘ which is 
called Euroclydon *3> and that he had 
seen many such. 
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We proceed now to inquire what was done with the vessel under 
these perilous circumstances. She was compelled at first (as we have 
seen) to scud before the gale. But three things are mentioned in 
close connection with her coming near to Clauda, and niimituj under 
the lee of it . 1 Here they would have the advantage of a temporary 
lull and of comparatively smooth water for a few miles : 2 and the 
most urgent necessity was attended to first. The boat was hoisted on 
board : but after towing so long, it must have been nearly filled with 
water : and under any circumstances the hoisting of a boat on board 
in a gale of wind is a work accomplished ‘ with difficulty.’ So it 
was in this instance, as St. Luke informs us. To effect it at all, it 
would be necessary for the vessel to be rounded-to, with her head 
brought towards the wind ; 3 a circumstance which, for other reasons 
(as we shall see presently), it is important to bear in mind. The next 
precaution that was adopted betrays an apprehension less the vessel 
should spring a* leak, a*id so be in danger of foundering at sea.' 1 


1 Se 3 ver. 16, 17. 

2 * The ship, still with her boat tow¬ 
ing at her stern, was however enabled 
to run under the lee of Clauda, a small 
island about twenty miles from the 
south coast of Crete, and with some 
rocks adjacent, affording the advantage 
of smooth water for about twelve or 
fifteen miles, while the ship continued 
Under their lee. Advantage was taken 
of this comparative smooth water, with 
some difficulty to hoist the boat into 
tlje ship, and also to take the further 
precaution of undergirdiug her by pass¬ 
ing cables or other large ropes under 
the keel and over the gunwales, and 
then drawing them tight by means of 
pullies and levers.’—Penrose, MS. It 
is interesting to observe the coincidence 
of this passage with what is said by 
Mr. Smith. 

Sir C. Penrose proceeds to mention 
another reason for the vessel being un¬ 
dergirded. ‘This wise precaution was 
taken, not only because the ship, less 
strongly built than those in modern 
days, might strain her pltfhks and tim¬ 
bers and become leuky, but from the 
fears, that if the gale continued from 
the North-East, as it probably began, 
they might be driven into the deep 
bight on the coast of Africa, where 
were situated the greater and lesser 
Syrtis, so much dreaded by the ancients, 
and by these means of security be en¬ 
abled to keep together longer, should 
they be involved in the quicksands.’ 

8 Smith, p. 64. 

4 Frapping would be of little use in 
stopping a leak. It was rather a pre¬ 
caution to prevent the working of the 
plauks and timbers: and thus, since 
tit© extensive application of iron in 


modern shin-building, this contrivance 
has rarely been resorted to. Besides 
the modern instances adduced l>y Mr. 
Smith, the writer has heard of the fol¬ 
lowing : ( 1 > xV Canadian timber vessel 
in the year 1846 came frapped to Aber¬ 
deen. (2) In 180‘.) or 1810, a frigate 
(the ‘Venus ? ’) came home from India 
with hawsers round her. (3) The same 
happened to a merchant vessel which 
came from India, apparently in the 
same convoy. (4) Lord Exmouth (then 
Captain lYllow) brought home the 
‘Aretlmsa ’ in this state from Newfound¬ 
land. (5) At the battle of Navarin, 
the ‘ Albion ’ man-of-war received so 
much damage during the action, that it 
became necessary to have recourse to 
trapping, and the vessel had chain 
cables passed round her under the keel, 
which wore tightened by others passed 
horizontally along the sides interlacing 
them; and she was brought home in 
this state to Portsmouth. {See the next 
note. 

£ Si nee the publication of the first 
edition, two other instances have come 
to the writer’s knowledge. One is 
that of the barque ‘ Highbury,’ which 
is stated in the Hoyal Cornwall Gazette 
of May 26, 1854, to have just arrived 
in this state, i.e. ‘with a chain cable 
round the ship’s bottom,’ off the Lizard 
Point, nfter a voyage of five months, 
from Port Adelaide, with a cargo of 
copper ore, wool, and gold. The other 
case is described by the captain of the 
ship, as follows: ‘ I sailed from St. 
Stephen, New > Brunswick, on the 12th 
Dec. 1837, in the schooner “ St. Croix,’ 
53 tons, bound for Kingston, Jamaica 
with cargo of boards in the hold and 
shingles on deck, with a few spars. On 
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They used the tackling, which we have described above, and which 
q provided ‘ helps ’ in such an emergency. They ‘ undergirded ’ the 
ship with ropes passed round her frame and tightly secured on deck. 1 
And after^tnis, or rather simultaneously (for, as there were many 
hands on board, these operations might all be proceeding together), 
they ‘ lowered the gear.’ This is the most literal translation of the 
Greek expression. 3 In itself it is indeterminate : but it doubtless 
implies careful preparation for weathering out the storm. What 
precise change was made we are not- able to determine, in our 
ignorance of the exact state of the ship’s gear at the moment. It 
might mean that the mainsail was reefed and set ; 3 or that the great 
yard 4 was lowered upon deck and a small storm sail hoisted. It is 
certain that what English seamen call the top-hamper 5 would be sent 
down on deck. As to those fair-weather sails themselves, which 
may have been too hastily used on leaving Fair Havens, if not taken 
in at the beginning of the gale they must have been already blown 


to pieces. 

the 20 th of same month encountered a 
severe gale from S. W., and lay to fur 
seven days [see below, p. 647]. On the 
26th shipped a heavy sea, which took 
away about one third of deck load; 
found the balance shifting from side to 
side, top of vessel spreading, that the 
seams in water-ways were open from one 
and a half to two inches, much water 
running down the seams. Found it 
necessary, for the preservation of crew 
and vessel, and balance of deck load, to 
secure top of ship; took a coil of four- 
inch Manilla rope, commenced forward, 
passing it round and round the vessel, 
after which cut up some spars, made 
heavers, and hove the warp as tight 
as possible. Fearing the warp would 
chafe off and part, took one of the 
chains, passed it round and before with 
tackles and heavers, and secured the 
top of the vessel, so that the leak in* 
the water-ways was partially stopped. 
In this state I reached Fort Koval, 
when I took off the warp and chain, 
and arrived at Kingston on the 12tli 
Jan. 1838. Had X not taken the means 
I did, I am of opinion the vessel could 
not have been got into port.’] 

1 Among classical instances we may 
select Thucyd. i. 29, where Hr. Arnold 
says, in his note, that ‘the Russian 
ships taken in the Tagus in 1808 were 
kept together in this manner, in con¬ 
sequence of their age and unsound 
condition.’ 

* The same verb is used below (v. 
80) in reference to lowing the boat 
into the water. 

* This suggestion is partly due .Jo a 
criticism in the English iievieuj^feme 
1880, Notice of Mr. Smith’s work), 


based on Isaiah xxxiii. 23 (LXX.). 
In reference to which passage, we may 
remark that'the verb is equally appli¬ 
cable to the spreading of a sail which 
is lowered from a yard, and to the 
lowering of a yard with whatever be¬ 
longs to it. The reviewer lays stress 
on the circumstance that St. Paul’s 
ship had probably no sail set when she 
reached Clauda; and, as he justly re¬ 
marks, the Alexandrian origin o 1 the 
Septuagint version should be recol; 
lected. 

4 Such is Mr. Smith’s view, 
i.e. the gear connected with the 
fair-weather sails. See Smith, p. 69. 
We are here allowed to quote from a 
letter addressed to Mr. Smith by Capt. 
Spratt, R.N. After saying that, the 
translation of the word"into ‘gear’ is 
borne out by its application among the 
modern Greek Bailors to the ropes, &c„ 
he proceeds : ‘ Ships so rigged as those 
of the ancients, with only one large 
square sail, would require very heavy 
mast-head gear; i.e. very large ropes 
rove there, to support the yard nnd 
sail; so that, even, when the latter was 
lowered, considerable top-weight would 
remain, to produce much uneasiness of 
motion as well as resistance to the 
wind. Two such combined evils would 
not be overlooked by sailors, who had 
a thought about drifting on a lee shore. 
Presuming the main-sail and yard to 
be down, and the vessel snug under a 
storm-sail, the heavy <ric«v>j, or ropes, 
being no longer of use aloft, would 
naturally be unrove or lowered, to pre¬ 
vent drift, as a. fipal j-esouree, when 
tlie sailors saw that tW8pfc%£S likely 
to be strong and lasting? 
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But the mention of one particular apprehension, as the motive of 
this last precaution, informs us of something further. Jt was because 
they feared lest they ‘ should be driven into the Syrtis' that they 
‘lowered the gear.’ Now to avoid this danger, the'head of the 
; vessel must necessarily have been turned away from the African 
coast, in the direction (more or less) from which the wind came. 
To have scudded before the gale under bare poles, or under storm- 
sails, would infallibly have stranded them in the Syrtis,—not to 
mention the danger of pooping, or being swamped by the sea break¬ 
ing over her stem. To have anchored was evidently impossible. 
Only one other course remained : and this was what is technically 
called by sailors lying-to. To effect this arrangement, the head of 
the vessel is brought as near to the wind as possible : a small 
amount of canvas is set, and so adjusted, as to prevent the vessel 
from falling off into .the trough of the sea. 1 This plan (as is well 
known to all who have ffiade long voyages) is constantly resorted to 
when the object is not so much to make progress, as to weather out 
a gale. 

We are here brought to the critical point of the whole nautical 
difficulty in the narrative of St. Paul’s voyage and shipwrock, and it 
is desirable to notice very carefully both the ship’s position in re¬ 
ference to the wind and its consequent motion through the water. 
Assuming that the vessel was laid-to, the questions to be answered 
in reference to its position arc these : How near the wind did she 
lie ? and which side did she present to the wind ? The first question 
is answered in some degree by a reference to what was said in tho 
garly part of this chapter. 2 If an ancient merchantman could go 
ahead in moderate weather, when within seven points of the wind, 
we may assume that she would make about the samo angle with it 
when lying-to in a gale. 3 The second question would be practically 
determined by the circumstances of the case and the judgment of 
the sailors. It will be seen very clearly by what follows, that if the 
ship had been laid-to with her left or port side to the wind, she 
must have drifted far out of her course, and also in the direction of 
another part of the African coast. In order to make sure of sea- 
room, and at the same time to drift to the westward, she must have 
been laid-to with her right side to the wind, or on the starboard 
task ,—the position which she was probably made to assume at the 
moment of taking th8 boat oh board. 4 


1 i.e. the hull of the vessel is in a 
direction oblique to the length of the 
wave. The following extract from 
Falconer’s Marine Dictionary, under 
the article Trying (an equivalent term), 
may be useuil to those who are not 
familiar with sea-phrases:—‘The in¬ 
tent of spreading a sail at this time is 
to keep the ship more steady; and, by 
pressing her side down in the water, to 
prevent her from rolling violently ; and 
to turn her bow towards the direc¬ 
tion of the Wind, so that the shock of 
Joe waves may fall mord obliquely on 
her flank than when she lies along the 

xx 


trough of the sea.In this 

position she advances very little ac¬ 
cording to the line of her length, but is 
driven considerably to the leeward,’ 

» See p. 827. 

3 It is not to be understood, how¬ 
ever, that the same absolute position in 
reference to the wind is continually 
maintained. When a ship is laid-to in 
a gale, a kind of vibration takes place. 
To use the technical expression, she 
comet up and falls off —oscillating per¬ 
haps between five’ points and nine 
points. * 

* See Smith, pp. 64, 68, and compare 
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We have hitherto considered only the ship’s position in reference 
'' to the wind. We must now consider its motion. When a vessel is 
laid-to, she does not remain stationary, but drifts : and our inquiries 
of course have reference to the rate and direction of the drift. The 
rate of drift may vary, within certain limits, according to the build 
of the vessel and the intensity of the gale : but all seamen would 
agree, that, under the circumstances before us, a mile and a half in 
the hour, or thirty-six miles in twenty-four hours, may be taken as 
a fair average. 1 The direction in which she drifts is not that in 
which she appears to sail, or towards which her bows are turned : 
but she falls off to leeward: and to the angle formed by the line of 
the ship’s keel and the line in which the wind blows we must add 
another, to include what the sailors call lee-way : 3 and this may be 
estimated on an average at six points (67°). Thus we come to the 
conclusion that the direction of drift would make an angle of thirteen 
points (147°) with the direction of the wind. if the wind was 
E.N.E., the course of the vessel would be W. by N. 3 

We have been minute in describing the circumstances of the ship 
at this moment; for it is the point upon which all our subsequent 
conclusions must turn. 4 Assuming now that the vessel was, as wo 


the following: ‘ I ought to assign the 
reason why I consider the ship to have, 
drifted with her starboard side toward 
the wind, or on the starboard tack, as 
a sailor expresses it. When the South 
wind blew softly, the ship was slowly 
sailing along the coast of Crete, with 
her starboard side towards the land, or 

to the North.The storm 

came on her starboard side, and in this 
manner, with her head to the West¬ 
ward, she drifted, first to the South- 
West under Clauda, and as the wind 
drew more to the Eastward her head 
pointed more towards the North, the 
proper tack to keep farther from the 
quicksands, whether adopted from ne¬ 
cessity or from choice.’— Penrose, MS. 

1 See the two naval authorities quo¬ 
ted by Mr. Smith, p. 84. The same 
estimate is given in the MS. of Admiral 
Penrose. ‘Allowing the degree of 
strength of the gale to vary a little 
occasionally, I consider that a ship 
would drift at the rate of about a mile 
and a half per hour.’ 

! A reference to the compass on p. 
669, with the following extracts from 
Falconer’s Marine Dictionary , will 
make the meaning clear. ‘ Luis-Way 
is the lateral movement of a ship to 
lee-ward of her course, or the angle 
which the line of her way makes with 
the keel when she is closehauled. This 
movement is produced *by the mutual 
effort of tho wind and sea upon her 
side, forcing her to leeward of the line 
on which sue appears to sail.’ ' Close- 


hauled («« plus pres , Fr.). The gene¬ 
ral arrangement of a ship’s sails, when 
she endeavours to make a progress in 
the nearest direction possible towards 
that point of the compass from whicli 

the wind bloweth.In this 

manner of sailing the kee ) commonly 
makes an angle of six poiffts with the 
line of the wind. The angle of leeway*, 
however, enlarges in proportion to the 
increase of the wind and sea.’ 

3 Again, our two authorities are in 
substantial agreement. ‘ Supposing the 
Levanter (as is most probable, it being 
most usual) after the heavy Gregalia, 
which first drove the ship off the coast 
of Crete, and under the lee of Clauda, 
took upon the average the direction of 
East,—the mean direction of the drift 
of such a ship, lying-to, as before de¬ 
scribed, would he between W.N.W. and 
W. t .by N.; .and such is nearly the 
bearing of the North coast of Malta 
from the South side of Clauda.’—Pen¬ 
rose, MS. Compare Smith. 

4 It is at this point especially that 
we feel the importance of having St, 
Paul’s voyage examined in the light ol 
practical seamanship. The two inves¬ 
tigators, who have so examined it, have 
now enabled us to understand it clearly, 
though all previous commentators were 
at fault, and while the ordinary charts 
are still full of error and confusion. 
The sinuosities in this part of the voy¬ 
age, as exhibited in the common maps 
of St. Paul’s travels, are only an indi¬ 
cation of the perplexity of'the com- 
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have said, laid-to on the larboard tack, with the boat on board and 
the hull undergirded, drifting from Clauda in a direction W. by N. « 
at the rate of thirty-six miles in twenty-four hours, we pursue the 
narrative of the voyage, without anticipating the results to which we 
shall be brought. The more marked incidents of the second and 
third days of the gale are related to us (ver. 18,19). The violence 
of the storm continued without any intermission. 1 On ‘ the day 
after’ they left Clauda, ‘they proceeded to lighten 3 the ship’*by 
throwing overboard whatever could be most easily spared. From 
this we should infer that the precaution of undergirding had been 
only partially successful, and that the vessel had already sprung a 
leak. This is made still more probable by what occurred on the 
‘third day.’ Both sailors and passengers united 3 in throwing out 
all the ‘spare gear’ into the sea. 4 Then followed ‘ several days’ 
of continued hardship and anxiety. 5 No one who has never been in 
a leaking ship in a continued gale" can know what is suffered under 
such circumstances. The strain both« of mind and body—the in¬ 
cessant demand for the labour of all the crew-—the terror of the 
passengers—the hopeless working at the pumps—the labouring of 
the ship’s frame and cordage—the driving of the storm—-the be¬ 
numbing effect of the cold and wet,—make up a scene of no ordi¬ 
nary confusion, anxiety, and fatigue. But in the present case these 
evils were much aggravated by the continued overclouding of the sky 
(a circumstance not unusual during a Levanter), which prevented the 


pilers. The course from Clauda to 
Malta did not deviate fur from a 
straight line. 

1 ‘ We being exceedingly tossed with 
the tempest.’ 

! We should observe that the tense 
is imperfect here, as contrasted with 
the aorist in the next verse. It denotes 
‘they began to lighten,’ or perhaps, 
‘they kept lightening.’ 

3 "We cast out with our own hands.’ 
Observe the change from the third 
person to the first. St. Luke’s hands, 
and probably St. Paul’s, aided in this 
work. 

4 We cannot determine precisely 
what is meant here by the ‘ tackle ’ or 
‘gear’ of the ship. Mr»Smith thinks 
the mainyard is meant, 1 an immense 
spar, probably as long as the ship, and 
which would require the united efforts 
of passengers and crew to launch over¬ 
board,’—adding that ‘ the relief which 
a ship would experience by this would 
be or the same kind as in a modern 
ship when the guns are thrown over¬ 
board.’ But would sailors in danger 
of foundering willingly lose sight of 
such a spar as this, which would be 
capable of supporting thirty or forty 
men in the water ? 

4 The narrative of the loss of the 
‘ Hamillies ’ supplies a very good illus¬ 


tration of the state of things on hoard 
St. Paul's vessel during these two days. 
‘At this time she had six feet of water 
in the hold, and the pumps would not 
free her, the water having worked out 
all the oakum. The admiral therefore 
gave orders for all the buckets to be 
remanned, and every officer to help to¬ 
wards freeing the ship: this enabled 

her to sail on. In the 

evening it was found necessary to dis¬ 
pose of the forecastle and aftermost 
quarter-deck guns, together with some 
of the shot and other articles of very 
great weight; and the frame of the 
ship having opened during the night, 
the admiral was next morning prevailed 
upon, by the renewed and pressing re¬ 
monstrances of his officers, to allow ten 
guns more to be thrown overboard. The 
ship still continuing to open very much, 
the admiral ordered tarred canvas and 
hides to be nailed fore and aft, from 
under tiie cilia of the ports oil the main 
deck and on the lower deck. Her in¬ 
creasing damage requiring still more to 
be dime, the admiral directed all the 
guns on the upper deck, the shot, both 
on that and the lower deck, with va¬ 
rious heavy stares, to be thrown over¬ 
board.’ 

8 ‘ No small tempest lay on us. 
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navigators from taking the necessary observations of the heavenly 
^bodies. In a modem ship, however dark the weather might be, 
there would always be a light in the binnacle, and the ship’s course 
would always be known : but in an ancient vessel, * when neither 
sun nor stars were seen for many days,’ the case would be far more 
hopeless. It was impossible to know how near they might be to the 
most dangerous coast. And yet the worst danger was that which 
arose from the leaky state of the vessel. This was so bad, that at 
length they gave up all hope of being saved, thinking that nothing 
could prevent her foundering. 1 To this despair was added a further 
suffering from want of food, 2 in consequence of the injury done to 
the provisions, and the impossibility of preparing any regular meal. 
Hence we see the force of the phrase 3 which alludes to what a casual 
reader might suppose an unimportant part of the suffering, the fact 
that there was ‘ much abstinence.’ It was in this time of utter 
weariness and despair that to the Apostle tly?re rose* up ‘light in the 
darkness :’ and that light was made the means of encouraging and 
saving the rest. While the Heathen sailors were vainly struggling 
to subdue the leak, Paul was praying ; and God granted to him the 
lives of all who sailed with him. A vision was vouchsafed to him 
in the night, as formerly, when he was on the eve of conveying the 


1 ‘ All hope that we should be saved 
was then taken away.’ 

* Mr. Smith illustrates this by several 
examples. We may quote an instance 
from a very ordinary modern voyage 
between Alexandria and Malta, which 
presents some points of close resem¬ 
blance in a very mitigated form:— 

‘ The commander came down, saying 
the night was pitch dark and rainy, 
with symptoms of a regular gale of 
wind. This prediction was very 
speedily verified. A violent shower of 
hail was the precursor, followed by 
loud peals of thunder, with vivid flashes 
of forked lightning, which played up 
and down the iron rigging with fearful 

rapidity.She presently was 

struck by a sea which came over the 
paddle-boxes, soon followed by another, 
which, coming over the forecastle, 
effected an entrance through the sky¬ 
lights, and left four feet of water in the 
officers’ cabin. The vessel seemed dis¬ 
abled by this stunning blow ; the bow¬ 
sprit and fore part of the ship were for 
some moments under water, and the 
officer stationed at that part of the ship 
described her as appearing during that 
time to be evidently sinking, and de¬ 
clared that for many seconds he saw 
only sea. The natural buoyancy of 
the ship at last allowed her to right 
herself, and during the short lull (of 
three minutes) her head was turned, to 
avoid the danger of running too near 


the coast of Lybia , which to the more 
experienced was the principal cause oj 
alarm ; for had the wheels given way, 
which was not improbable from the 
strain they had undergone, nothing 
could have saved us, though we had 
been spared all other causes for appre„> 

hension.With daylight the 

fearful part of the hurricane gave way, 
and we were now in the direction of 
Candia, no longer indeed contending 
against the wind, but the sea still surg¬ 
ing and impetuous, and no lull taking 
place during twelve hours, to afford the 
opportunity of regaining our tack, from 
which we h'ad deviated about 150 miles. 
The sea had so completely deluged the 
lower part of the ship , that it was with 
difficulty that sufficient fire could be 
made to afford vs even coffee for break¬ 
fast'.- Dinner' was not tooe thought of.’ 
—Mrs. Damer’s Diary in the Holy 
Land, vol. ii. 

3 ‘After long abstinence.’ See be¬ 
low, the narrative of the meal at day¬ 
break, ver. 33, 34. The commentators 
have done little to elucidate this, which 
is in fact no difficulty to those who are 
acquainted with sea-voyages. The 
strangest comment is in a book, which 
devotionally is very useful,— Lectures 
on St. Paid, by the late Rev. H. Blunt, 
of Chelsea,—who supposes that a reli¬ 
gious fast was observed by the crew 
during the storm. 
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Si. Paul's Vision. 




Gospel from Asia to Europe, and more recently in the midst of • 

harassing events, which resulted in his voyage from Jerusalem to 
Home. When the cheerless day came, he gathered the sailors round 
him 1 on the deck of the labouring vessel, and, raising his voioe 

is above the storm, said :— 

21 Sirs, ye should have hearkened to my counsel, and 
not have set sail from Crete: thus would you have 
been spared 2 this harm 3 and lops. 

22 And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for 
there shall be no loss of any man’s life among you, 

23 but only of the ship. For thei’e stood by me this 
night an angel of God, whose I am, and whom I 

24 serve, 4 saying,/ Fear not, Paul; thou must, stand be¬ 
fore Gcesar : and, lo ! "God hath given thee all who sail 

25 with thee.’ Wherefore, Sirs, be of good cheer : for I 

I believe God, that what hath been declared unto me 

26 shall come to pass. Nevertheless, we must be cast 
upon a certain island. 


We are not told how this address was received. But sailors, 
however reckless they may be in the absence of danger, are pecu¬ 
liarly open to religious impressions: and we cannot doubt that 
they gathered anxiously round the Apostle, and heard his words 
as an admonition and encouragement from the other world; that 
jfchey were nerved for the toil and difficulty which was immediately 
before them, and prepared thenceforward to listen to the Jewish 
prisoner as to a teacher sent with a divine commission. 

The gale still continued without abatement. Day and night 
succeeded, and the danger seemed only to increase: till fourteen 
days had elapsed, during which they had been ‘ drifting through 
the sea of Adria’ 5 (v. 27). A gale of such duration, though not 
very frequent, is by no means unprecedented in that part of the 
Mediterranean, especially towards winter. 6 At the close of the 

1 'Paul stood forth in the midst of 
them.’ 

* The verb means ‘tote spared not 
‘ to gain.’ (A. V.) We should observe 
that St. Paul’9 object in alluding to 
the correctness of his former advice, is 
not to taunt those who had rejected it, 
but to induce them to give credit to his 
present assertions. 

3 The harm was to their persons, the 
loss to their property. 

4 Compare Rom. i. 9, and note. 

3 By this is meant, as we shall see 

presently, that division of the Mediter¬ 
ranean which lies between Sicily and 
Malta on the west, and Greece with 
Crete on the east. See above, p. 625, 
n. 8, and p. 62% n. 4. 

* The writer has heard of easterly 
MM north-easterly (gales lasting for a 


still longer period, both in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Gibraltar and to the east¬ 
ward of Malta. A captain in the 
merchant service mentions a fruit ves¬ 
sel near Smyrna hindered for a fort¬ 
night from loading by a gale from the 
N.K. She was two days in beating up 
a little bay a mile deep. He adds, that 
such galea are prevalent there towards 
winter. Another case is that of a ves¬ 
sel bound for Odessa, which was kept 
three weeks at Milo with an easterly 
gale. This, also, was late in the year 
(October). A naval officer writes thus: 
—‘About the.same time of the year, 
in 1839, I left Malta for the Levant 
in the “ Hydra,” a powerful steam fri¬ 
gate, and encountered Euroclydo it (or, 
as we call it, a Levanter) in full force. 
I think we were four days without 



652 The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. * [ch. 

* fourteenth day, about the middle of the night the sailors sus¬ 
pected that they were nearing land. 1 There is little doubt as to 
what were the indications of land. The roar of breakers is a 
peculiar Bound, which can be detected by a practised ear, 2 though 
not distinguishable from the other sounds of a storm by those who 
haye not ‘ their senses exercised ’ by experience of the sea. When 
it was reported that this sound was heard by some of the crew, 
orders were immediately given to heave the lead, and they found 
that the depth of the water was «twenty fathoms.’ After a short 
interval, they sounded again, and found ‘ fifteen fathoms. ’ Though 
-the vicinity of land could not but inspire some hope, as holding out 
the prospect of running the ship ashore 3 and so being saved, yet the 
alarm of the sailors was great when they perceived how rapidly they 
were shoaling the water. It seems also that they now heard breakers 
ahead. 4 However this might be, there waa^the utmost danger lest 
the vessel should strike and'go to pieces. No time was to be lost. 
Orders were immediately given to clear the anchors. But, if they 
had anchored by the bow, there was good ground for apprehending 
that the vessel would have swung round and gone upon the rocks. 
They therefore let go ‘ four anchors by the stern.’ For a time, the 
vessel’s way was arrested: but there was too much reason to fear 
that she might part from her anchors and go ashore, if indeed 
she did not founder in the night : and ‘ they waited anxiously for 
the day.’ 

The reasons are obvious why she anchored by the stem, rather 
than in the usual mode. Besides what has been said above, her 


being able to sit down at table to a 
meal; during which time we saw 
“ neither sun nor stars.” Happily she 
was a powerful vessel, and we forced 
her through it, being charged with de¬ 
spatches, though with much injury to 
the vessel. Had we been a mere'log 
on the water, like St. Paul’s ship, we 
should have drifted many days.' 

fWe extract the following from the 
Christian Observer for May 1853, pp. 
334,825 : ‘ Late in the autumn of 1848 
we were returning from Alexandria to 
Malta, and met the wild Euroclydon. 
The sea was crested with foam over all 
the wide waste of waters, and a dull 
impervious canopy of misty cloud was 
drawn over the sky. A vessel which 
preceded us had been fifty-six days 
from Alexandria to Malta-, and just in 
the same way St. Paul’s vessel was re¬ 
duced to lie-to in the gale and drifted 
tor fourteen days across the sea which 
separates Crete from Malta. .... 
Under the modern nam^of a LSVanter, 
the same Eoroclvdon which dashed 
down from the gullies of the Cjitan Ida 
ill the autumn of 60 A.D., swept the sea 
m the autumn: of 1848, .. 1 . . . 
just in th« same way veerttlg round 


from North to Easterly. 

Just in the same way, likewise, did our 
Euroclydon exhaust itself in a violent 
fall of rain.’ ] 

1 This might be translated literally: 
‘ The sailors thought they were about 
to fetch some land.’ Mr. Smith (p. 78) 
truly remarks, that this is an instance 
of ‘ the graphic language of seamen, 
to whom the ship is the principal ob¬ 
ject.’ 

2 It is hardly likely that they saw 
the breakers. , To suppose that they be¬ 
came aware of the land by the smell of 
fragrant gardens (an error found in a 
recent work) is absurd; for the wind 
blew from the ship towards the land. 

3 1 They can now adopt the last re¬ 
source for a sinking ship and run her 
ashore: but to do so before it was day 
would have been to have rushed On cer¬ 
tain destruction: they must bring the 
ship, if it be possible, to anchor, and 
hold on till daybreak,' &o.—Smith, 

p. 88. 

4 Mr. Smith (p. 91) seems to infer 
this from the words ‘fearing lest wc 
should have fallen upon rocks.’ But 
the words would rather imply that the 
fear was a general one. 
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way would lje more easily arrested, and she would be in a 
better position for being run ashore 1 next day. But since this • 
mode of anchoring has raised some questions, it may be desirable, 
in passing, to make a remark on the subject. That a vessel can 
anchor by the Stem is sufficiently proved (if proof were needed) by 
the history of some of our own naval engagements. So it was at 
the battle of the Nile. And when ships are about to attack battervBS, 
it is customary for them to go into action prepared to anchor in 
this way. This was the case at Algiers. There is still greater 
interest in quoting the instance of Copenhagen, not only from 
the accounts we have of the precision with which each ship let 
go her anchors astern as she arrived nearly opposite her appointed 
station,” but because it is said that Nelson stated after the battle, 
that he had that morning been reading the twenty-seventh chapter 
of the Acts of jlie Apostles. 3 But, though it will be granted that 
this manceuvre is possible with due preparation, it may be doubted 
whether it could be accomplished in a gale of wind on a lee shore, 
without any previous notice. The question in fact is, whether 
ancient ships in the Mediterranean were always prepared to anchor 
in this way. Some answer to this doubt is supplied by the present 
practice of the Levantine caiques, which preserve in great measure 
the traditionary build and rig of ancient merchantmen. These 
modern Greek vessels may still be seen anchoring by the stem in 
the Golden Horn at Constantinople, or on the coast of Patmos. 4 
But the best illustration is afforded by one of the paintings of Her¬ 
culaneum, which represents ‘ a ship so strictly cotemporaneous 
• with that of St. Paul, that there is nothing impossible in the suppo¬ 
sition, that the artist had taken his subject from that very ship, on 
loosing from the pier at Puteoli.’ 5 There is this additional advan¬ 
tage to be obtained from an inspection of this rude drawing, that 
we see very clearly how the rudders would be in danger of inter¬ 
fering with this mode of anchoring,-—a subject to which our atten¬ 
tion will presently be required. 6 Our supposed objector, if he had 
a keen sense of practical difficulties, might still insist that to have 
anchored in this way (or indeed in the ordinary way) would have 
been of little avail in St. Paul’s ship: since it could not be supposed 
that the anchors would have held in such a gale of wind. To this 
we can only reply, that this course was adopted to meet a dangerous 
emergency. The sailors coftld not have been certain of the result. 


1 We must carefully observe that, 
in anchoring,—besides the proximate 
cause, viz. the fear of falling on rocks 
to leeward,—‘ they had also an ulterior 
object in view, which was to run the 
ship ashore as soon as daylight enabled 
them to select a spot where it could be 
done with a prospect of safety: for this 
purpose the veiy best position in which 
the ship couId*be was to be anchored 
by the stern.’— Smith, p. 92. 

* See Sonthey’s Life of A'elton j * All 
the line-ojf-battle ships were to anchor 
V the anna, abreast of the different 
vessels composing the enemy’s line- 


and for this purpose they had already 
prepared themselves with cables out of 
their stem ports.* 

3 This anecdote is from a private 
source, and does not appear in any of 
the printed narratives of the battle- 

4 The first of these instances is sup¬ 
plied by a naval officer; the second by 
a captain who bas spent a long life In 
the merchant-service. 

4 A drawing of this is given by Mr. 
Smith (p. S0), and from him in onr 
larger editions. 

8 See v. 40. 
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They might indeed have had confidence in their' cables: but they 
‘ could not be sure of their holding ground. 

This is one of the circumstances which must be taken into account, 
when we sum up the evidence in proof that the place of shipwreck 
was Malta. At present we make no such assumption. We will not 
anticipate the conclusion, till we have proceeded somewhat further 
wijih the narrative. We may, however, ask the reader to pause for 
a moment, and reconsider what was said of the circumstances of the 
vessel, when we described what was done under the lee of Clauda. 
We then saw that the direction in which she was drifting was W. by 
N. Now an inspection of the chart will show us that this is 
exactly the bearing of the northern part of Malta from the south of 
Clauda. We saw, moreover, that she was drifting at the rate of 
about a mile and a half in every hour, or thirty-six miles in the 
twenty-four hours. Since that time thirteen days had elapsed : for 
the first of the ‘ fourteen days ’ would be taken up 6n the way from 
Fair Havens to Clauda. 1 The ship therefore had passed over a 
distance of about 468 miles. The distance between Clauda and 
Malta is rather less than 480 miles. The coincidence * is so re¬ 
markable, that it seems hardly possible to believe that the land, to 
which the sailors on the fourteenth night ‘ deemed that they drew 
nigh,’—the 1 certain island ’ on which it was prophesied that they 
should be cast,—could be any other place than Malta. The proba¬ 
bility is overwhelming. But we must not yet assume the fact as 
certain: for we shall find, as we proceed, that the conditions are 
very numerous, which the true place of shipwreck will be required 
to satisfy. ' 

We return then to the ship, which we left labouring at her four * 
anchors. The coast was invisible, but the breakers were heard in 
every pause of the storm. The rain was falling in torrents ; 3 and 
all hands were weakened by want of food. But the greatest danger 
was lest the vessel should founder before daybreak. The leak was 
rapidly gaining, and it was expected that each moment might be the 
last. Under these circumstances we find the sailors making a selfish 
attempt to save themselves, and leave the ship and the passengers 
to their fate. Under the pretence of carrying out some anchors 


1 All that happened after leaving 
Fair Havens before the ship was under¬ 
girded and laid-to, must evidently have 
occupied a great part of the day. 

8 In the general calculation Mr. 
Smith and Sir C. Penrose agree with 
one another; and the argument derives 
great force from the slight difference 
between them. Mr. Smith (pp. 83-89) 
makes the distance 476*6 miles, and the 
time occupied thirteen days one hour 
and twenty-one minutes. With this 
compare the following: ‘ Now, with 
respwst to the distance, allowing the 
degree of strength of the *gale to vary 
a little occasionally, I consider that a 
ship would drift at the rate of about one 
mile and a half per hour, which, at the 


end of fourteen complete days, would 
amoupt to 504, miles ; but it does not 
appear that the calculation is to he 
made for fourteen entire days ; it was 
on the fourteenth night the anchors 
were cast off the shores of Melita. The 
distance from the S. of Clauda to the N. 
of Malta, measured on the best chart I 
have, is about 490 miles; and is it pos¬ 
sible for coincident calculations, of such 
a nature, to be more exact ? In fact, 
on one chart, after I had calculated the 
supposed drift, as a seaman, to be 504 
miles, I measured the distance to be 
503.’ 

3 See xxviii. 2, ‘ because of the pre¬ 
sent rain.’ 



xxim] Waiting for t/ie Day. 655 

from the bow, they lowered the boat over the ship’s side (v. 30).» 
The excuse was very plausible, for there is no doubt that the vessel 
would have been more steady if this had been done ; and, in order 
to effect it, it would be necessary to take out anchors in the boat. 
But their real intention was to save their own lives and leave the 
passengers. 1 St. Paul penetrated their design, and either from 
some divine intimation of the instruments which were to be provi¬ 
dentially employed for the safety of all on board,—or from an 
intuitive judgment, which showed him that those who would bo 
thus left behind, the passengers and soldiers, would not bo able to 
work the ship in any emergency that might arise,—he saw that, if 
the sailors accomplished their purpose, all hope of being saved 
would be gone. 2 With his usual tact, he addressed not a word to 
the sailors, but spoke to the soldiers and his friend the centurion ; 3 
and they, witlj military promptitude, held no discussion on tho 
subject, but decided tlTe question by immediate action. With that 
short sword, with which the Roman legions cleft their way through 
every obstacle to universal victory, they ‘cut the ropes and tho 
boat fell off, 4 and, if not instantly swamped, drifted off to leeward 
into the darkness, and was dashed to pieces on the rocks. 

Thus the prudent counsel of the Apostle, seconded by the prompt 
action of the soldiers, had been the means of saving all on board. 
Bach successive incident tended to raise him, more and more, into 
a position of overpowering influence. 3 Not the captain or tho ship’s 
crew, but the passenger and the prisoner, is looked to now as the 
source of wisdom and safety. We find him using this influence for 
.the renewal of their bodily strength, while at the same time he 
turned their thoughts to the providential care of God. By this 
time the dawn of day was approaching. 8 A faint light showed more 
of the terrors of the storm, and the objects on board tho ship began 
to be more distinctly visible. Still, towards the land, all was dark¬ 
ness, and their eyes followed the spray in vain as it drifted off to 
leeward. A slight effort of imagination suffices to bring before us 
an impressive spectacle, as we think of the dim light just showing 
the haggard faces of the 270 persons, 7 clustered on tho deck, and 
holding on by the bulwarks of the sinking vessel. In this hour of 


1 ‘ About to (seeking to) flee out of 
the ship.’ • • 

* ‘ unless these remain in the ship, 
ye cannot be saved.’ We observe that 
in the ‘ye’ the soldiers are judiciously 
appealed to on the source of their own 
safety. Much has been very unneces¬ 
sarily written on the mode in which 
this verse is to be harmonised with the 
unconditional assurance of safety in 
ver. 22-24. The same difficulty is con¬ 
nected with every action of our lives. 
The only difference is, that, in the nar¬ 
rative before us, the Divine purpose is 
more clearly indicated, whereas we 
usually see only the instrumentality 
employed. 

* ‘ To the centurion and to the 


soldiers.’ 

4 ‘Let her fall off.’ I 11 the words 
above (‘ when they had lowered the 
boat into the sea’) it is clear that the 
boat, which was hoisted on deck at the 
beginning of the gale, had been half- 
lowered from the davits. 

5 The commanding attitude of St, 
Paul in this and other scenes of the 
narrative is forcibly pointed out by the 
lie viewer of Mr. Smith’s work in the 
North British Review for May 1840. 

« ‘ While the day was coming on,’ 
v. 39. • 

7 It is at this point of the narrative 
that the total number of souls on board 
is mentioned. 
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t anxiety the Apostle stands forward to give them courage. He re¬ 
minds them that they had 1 * eaten nothing’ for fourteen days ; and 
exhorts them now to partake of a hearty meal, pointing out to them 
that this was indeed essential to their safety, 1 and encouraging 
them by the assurance that ‘ not a hair* of their head’ should 
perish. So speaking, he set the example of the cheerful use of 
Gdd’s gifts and grateful acknowledgment of the Giver, by taking 
bread, ‘giving thanks to God before all,’ and beginning to eat. 
Thus encouraged by his calm and < religious example, they felt their 
spirits revive, 3 and ‘ they also partook of food,’ and made them¬ 
selves ready for the labour which awaited them. 4 

Instead of abandoning themselves to despair, they proceeded 
actively to adopt the last means for relieving the still sinking vessel. 
The cargo of wheat was now of no use. It was probably spoilt by 
the salt water. And however this might be, it was not worth a 
thought; since it was well known that the vessel would be lost. 
Their hope now was to run her on shore and so escape to land. 
Besides this, it is probable that, the ship having been so long in one 
position, the wheat had shifted over to the port side, and prevented 
the vessel from keeping that upright position, which would be most 
advantageous when they came to steer her towards the shore. 3 * The 
hatchways were therefore opened, and they proceeded to throw the 
grain into the sea. This work would occupy some time ; and when 
it was accomplished, the day had dawned, and the land was visible. 11 

The sailors looked hard at the shore, but they could not recognise 
it. 7 * * * Though ignorant, however, of the name of the coast, /iff which 
they were anchored, they saw one feature in it which gave them a„ 
hope that they might accomplish their purpose of running the ship 


1 ‘ This is for your safety.’ 

s Our Lord uses the same proverbial 
expression, Luke xxi. 18. 

s ‘ Then were they all of good cheer.’ 

4 ‘ All hands now, crew and passen¬ 
gers, bond or free, are assembled on the 

deck, anxiously wishing for day, when 

Paul, taking advantage of a smaller 

degree of motion [would this necessarily 
be the case ?] in the ship than when 

drifting with ner side to the waves, re¬ 
commends to them to make use of this 

time, before the dawn would require 
fresh exertions, in making a regular 

and comfortable meal, in order to re¬ 
fresh them after having so long taken 

their precarious repasts, probably with¬ 
out fire or any kind of cooking. He 
begins by example, but first, by giving 
God thanks for their preservation, 
hitherto, and hopes of speedy relief. 
Having thus refreshed themselves, they 
cast out as much of the remaining part 
of the cargo (wheat! as “they could, to 
enable them by a lighter draft of water 
either to run into any small harbour, or 
at least closer in with dry land, should 
they be obliged to run the ship on the 


rocks or beach.’—Penrose, MS. 

4 The following extract from Sir C. 
Penrose’s papers supplies an addition to 
Mr. Smith’s remarks: ‘With respect 
to throwing the wheat into the sea after- 
anchoring, it may be remarked, that it 
was not likely that, while drifting, the 
hatchways could have been opened for 
that purpose; and, when anchored by 
the stern, I doubt not that it was found, 
that, from the ship having been so long 
pressed down fin one side, the cargo had 
shifted, i.e. the wheat had pressed over to¬ 
wards the larboard side, so that the ship, 
instead of being upright, heeled to the 
larboard, and made it useful to throw out 
as much of the wheat as time allowed, 
not only to make her specifically lighter, 
but to bring her upright, and enable her 
to be more accurately steered and navi¬ 
gated towards the land at daybreak.’ 

6 ‘ When it was day.’, 

7 The tense is imperfect (v. 89). 

‘ They tried to recognise it, but could 
not.’ The aorist is used below in 
xxviii. 1, from which it appears that 
the island was recognised immediately 
on landing. - 
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aground. They perceived a small bay or indentation, with a sandy • 
or pebbly beach : 1 * 3 and their object was, ‘ if possible,’ so to steer 
the vessel that she might take the ground at that point. To effect 
this, every necessary step was carefully taken. While cutting the 
anchors adrift, they unloosed the lashings with which the rudders 
had been secured, 8 and hoisted the foresail. 3 These three things 
would be done simultaneously, 4 * as indeed is implied by St. Lulfe ■ 
and there were a sufficient number of hands on board for the pur¬ 
pose. The free, use of the ruddeys would be absolutely necessary : 
nor would this be sufficient without the employment of some sail.' 

It does not appear quite certain whether they exactly hit the point 
at which they aimed. 6 * We are told that they fell into ‘a place 
between two seas ’ (a feature of the coast, which will require our 
consideration presently), and there stranded the ship. The bow 
stuck fast in the shore gnd remained unmoved; but the stem began 
immediately to go to pieces’ under the action of the sea. 

And now another characteristic incident is related. The soldiers, 
who were answerable with their lives for the detention of their 
prisoners, were afraid lest some of them should swim out and escapo ; 
and therefore, in the spirit of true Roman cruelty, they proposed to 
kill them at once. Now again the influence of St. Paul over the 
centurion’s mind 8 was made the means of saving both his own life 
and that of his fellow-prisoners. For the rest he might care but 
little ; but he was determined to secure Paul’s safety. 11 He there¬ 
fore prevented the soldiers from accomplishing their heartless 
intention, and directed 10 those who could swim to ‘ cast themselves 
•into the sea’ first, while the rest made use of spars and broken 
pieces of the wreck. Thus it came to pass that all escaped safely 11 
through the breakers to the shore. 

When the land was safely reached, it was ascertained that the 


1 It is important to observe that the 
word for ‘ shore ’ here has this mean¬ 
ing, as opposed to a rocky coast. We 
may refer in illustration to Matt. xiii. 
2; Acts xxi. 5. 

* When they anchored, no doubt the 

paddle rudders had been hoisted up 
and lashed, lest they should foul the 
anehore. • , 

3 For the proof that dpreVwr is the 
foresail, we must refer to the able and 
thorough investigation in Mr. Smith’s 
Dissertation on Ancient Ships, pp. 153- 
162. The word does not occur in any 
other Greek writer, but it is found in 
the old nautical phraseology of the 
Venetians and Genoese, and ft is used 
by Dante and Ariosto. The French 
still employ the word, but with them 
it has bk»me the mizensail, while the 
mizen has become the foresail. [See 
the woodcut on the title-page.] 

4 The word, which implies this in 

s °Sg inal > '* omitted in A.V. 

* ‘The mainsail [foresail] being 

hoisted showed good judgment, though 


the distance was so small, as it would 
not only enable them to steer more cor¬ 
rectly than without it, but would press 
the ship further on upon the land, and 
thus enable them the more easily to 
get to the shore.’—Penrose, MS. [See 
the following passage in a naval officer’s 

letter, dated ‘ II.M.S.-, off the 

Kateha, Nov. 15,’ in the Times of 
Dec. 5, 1855. ‘The Jrord Ragl/tn 
(merchant-ship) is on shore, but taken 
there in a most sailor-like manner. 
Directly her captain found lie could 
not, save her, he cut away his main¬ 
mast and mizen, and, selling a topsail 
on her foremast, ran her ashore stem 
on.’] 6 See below. 

7 Imperfect. 8 See v. 48. 

9 ‘To save Paul to the end,’ literally. 

10 The military officergives the order. 
The ship’s company are not mentioned. 
Are we to infSr that they fell into the 
back-ground, in consequence of their 
cowardly attempt to save themselves ? 

11 The same strong verb is used in 
xxvii. 44, xxviii. 1, 4, as in xxvii. 43. 
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attract their attention if some current resulting from this juxta¬ 
position of the island and the coast interfered with the accuracy of > 
their steering . 1 And finally, to revert to the fact of the anchors 
holding through the night (a result which could not confidently bo 
predicted), we find it stated, in our English Sailing Directions ,' 1 
that the ground in St. Paul’s Bay is so good, that, ‘ while the cables 
hold, there is no danger, as the anchors will never start.’ 

Malta was not then the densely crowded island which it has 
become during the last half-century . 3 Though it was well known 
to the Romans as a dependency of the province of Sicily , 4 and 
though the harbour now called Valetta must have been familiar to 
the Greek mariners who traded between the East and the West, 5 — 
much of the island was doubtless uncultivated and overrun with 
wood. Its population was of Phoenician origin,—speaking a language 
which, as regards social intercourse, had the same relation to Latin 
and Greek, which modem Maltese has to English and Italian . 0 The 
inhabitants, however, though in this sense 7 ‘barbarians,’ wore 
favourably contrasted with many Christian wreckers in their 
reception of those who had been cast on their coast. They showed 
them no ‘ordinary kindness;’ for they lighted a fire and welcomed 
them all to the warmth, drenched and shivering as they were in the 
rain and the cold. The whole scene is brought very vividly before 
us in the sacred narrative. One incident has become a picture in 
St. Paul’s life, with which every Christian child is familiar. The 
Apostle had gathered with his own hand a heap of sticks .and placed 
them on the fire, when a viper came ‘out of the heat’ and fastened 
on his hand. The poor superstitious people, when they saw this, 

• said to one another, ‘This man must be a murderer: ho has escaped 
from the sea : but still vengeance suffers him not to live.’ But Paul 
threw off the animal into the fire and suffered no harm. Then they 
watched him, expecting that his body would become swollen, or 


1 Though we are not to suppose that 
by ‘ two seas ’ two moving bodies of 
water, or two opposite currents, are 
meant, yet it is very possible that there 
might be a current between Salmonetta 
and the coast, and that this affected the 
steering of the vessel. 

8 Purdy, p. 180. In reference to 
what happened to the ship when she 
came aground (v. 4), Mr. Smitfi lays 
stress upon the character of the deposits 
on the Maltese coast. The ship ‘ would 
strike a bottom of mud, graduating into 
tenacious clay, into which the fore-part 
would fix itself, and be held fast, whilst 
the stem was exposed to the force of 
the waves.’—p. 104. 

. * The density of the Maltese popula¬ 
tion, at the present day, is extraordi¬ 
nary ; but this state of 'things is quite 
recent. In Boisgelin ( Ancient and 
Modern Malta, 1805) we find it stated 
that in 1630 the islaud did not contain 
quite 15,000 inhabitants, and that they 
were reduced to 10,000 at the raising 


of the siege in the grand-mastership 
of La Valetta. Notwithstanding till 1 
subsequent wars, and the plagues of 
1502 and 1676, the numbers in 1798 
were 90,000. (vol. i. pp. 107,108.) Simi¬ 
lar statements are in Mifege, Histoire de 
Matte. 

4 The mention of it in Cicero’s Ver- 
rine Orations is well known. 

5 Diodorus Siculus speaks of the 
manufactures of Malta, of the wealth 
of its inhabitants, and of its handsome 
buildings, such as those which are now 
characteristic of the place. VVe might 
also refer to Ovid ami Cicero. 

« See the Essay on Mr. Smith’s work 
in the North British Hevieui (p. 208) 
for some remarks on the Maltese lan¬ 
guage, especially on the Arabic name 
of what is still called the Apostle’s foun¬ 
tain ( Ayn-tat-Ruzzul). 

7 It is sufficient to refer to Rom. t; 
14; l Cor. xiv. 11 s Col. iii. 11 i for the 
meaning of the word ia the N. T 
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that he would suddenly fall down dead. At length, after they had 
f watched for a long time in vain, and saw nothing happen to hirn, 

, their feelings changed as violently as those of the Lystrians had 
done in an opposite direction ; 1 and they said that he was a god. 
We are not told of the results to which this occurrence led, but we 
cannot doubt that while Paul repudiated, as formerly at Lystra, 2 
all the homage which idolatry would pay to him, he would make 
use of the influence acquired by this miracle, for making the 
Saviour known to his uncivilised benefactors. 

St. Paul was enabled to work many miracles during his stay in 
Malta. The first which is recorded is the healing of the father of 
Publius, the governor of the island, 3 who had some possessions 4 
near the place where the vessel was lost, and who had given a hos¬ 
pitable reception to the shipwrecked strangers, and supplied their 
wants for three days. The disease under which the father of 
Publius was suffering was dysentery in.an aggravated form. 5 
St. Paul went in to him and prayed, and laid his hands on him : 
and he recovered. This being noised through the island, other 
sufferers came to the Apostle and were healed. Thus he was em¬ 
powered to repay the kindness of these islanders by temporal 
services intended to lead their minds to blessings of a still higher 
kind. And they were not wanting in gratitude to those, whose un¬ 
expected visit had brought so much good among them. They 
loaded them with every honour in their power, and, when they put 
to sea again, supplied them with everything that was needful for 
their wants (v. 10). 

Before we pursue the concluding part of the voyage, which was 
so prosperous that hardly any incident in the course of it is« 
recorded, it may be useful to complete the argument by which 
Malta is proved to be the scene of St. Paul’s shipwreck, by briefly 
noticing some objections which have been brought against this 
view. It is true that the positive evidence already adduced is the 
strongest refutation of mere objections ; but it is desirable not to 
leave unnoticed any of the arguments which appear to have weight 
on the other side. Some of them have been carelessly brought 
together by a great writer, to whom, on many subjects, we might 
be glad to yield our assent.® Thus it is argued, that, because the 


1 See p. loo. 2 p. 153. 

3 We observe that the name is Ro¬ 

man. In the phrase used here there 
is every appearance of an official title, 
more especially as the father of the per¬ 
son called ‘ first of the island ’ was alive. 
And inscriptions containing this exact 
title are said to have been found in the 
island. 

4 Acts xxviii. 7. These possessions 
must therefore have been very near 
the present country residence of the 
English Governor, near Citta Vecchia. 

4 xxviii. 8. 

* ‘The belief that Malta is the island 
on which St. Paul was wrecked is so 
rooted in the' common Maltese, and is 


cherished wijli such a superstitious 
nationality, that the government would 
run the chance of exciting a tumult, if 
it, or its representatives, unwarily ridi¬ 
culed it. The supposition itself is quite 
absurd. Not to argue the matter at 
length, consider these few conclusive 
facts:—The narrative speaks of the 
“ barbarous people,” and “ barbarians,” 
of the island. Now, our Malta was at 
that time fully peopled and highly civi¬ 
lised, as we may surely infer ftom Cicero 
and other writers. A viper comes out 
from the sticks upon the fire being 
lighted: the men are not surprised 
At the appearance of the snake, but 
imagine first a murderer, and then a 




st. Paul’s bay, malta. 

(From a Drawing by J. Smith, Esq., Jordan Hill.) 
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vessel is said to have been drifting in the Adriatic, the place of 
shipwreck must have been, not Malta to the south of Sicily, but* 
Meleda in the Gulf of Venice. It is no wonder that the Benedictine 
of Ragusa 1 should have been jealous of the honour of his order, 
which had a convent on that small island. But it is more surprising 
that the view should have been maintained by other writers since.” 
For not only do the classical poets 3 use the name ‘ Adria’ for,all 
that natural division of the Mediterranean which lies between 
Sicily and Greece, but the same phraseology is found in historians 
and geographers. Thus Ptolemy distinguishes clearly between the 
Adriatic Sea and the Adriatic Gulf. Pausanias says that the Straits 
of Messina unite tho Tyrrhene Sea with the Adriatic Sea ; and 
Procopius 4 considers Malta as lying on the boundary of the latter. 
Nor are the other objections more successful. It is argued that 
Alexandrian sailors could not possibly have been ignorant of an 
island so well Icnown «as Malta was then. But surely they might 
have been very familiar with tho harbour of Valetta, without being 
able to recognise that part of the coast on which they came during 
the storm. A modern sailor who had made many passages between 
New York and Liverpool might yet be perplexed if he found him¬ 
self in hazy weather on some part of the coast of Wales. 3 Besides, 
we are told that the seamen did recognise the island as soon as 
they were ashore. 0 It is contended also that the people of Malta 
would not have been called barbarians. But, if the sailors were 
Greeks (as they probably were), they would have employed this 
term, as a matter of course, of those who spoke a different language 
from th@ir own. 7 Again it is argued that there are no vipers—that 
* there is hardly any wood—in Malta. But who does not recogniso 
here the natural changes which result from the increase of inhabi¬ 
tants 8 and cultivation? Within a very few years there was wood 


god, from the harmless attack. Now, 
in our Malta, there are, I may say, no 
snakes at all ; which, to be sure, the 
Maltese attribute to St. Paul’s having 
cursed them away. Mclita in the Adri¬ 
atic was a perfectly barbarous island 
as to its native population, and was, 
and is now, infested with serpents. Be¬ 
sides, the context shows that the scene 
is in the Adriatic.’—Coknidge’s Table 
Talk , p. 185. 

1 Padre Georgi, however, was not 
the first who suggested that the Apo¬ 
stle was wrecked on Melida in the 
Adriatic. We find this mistaken 
theory in a Byzantine writer of the 
tenth century. [Very recently the 
same view has been advocated, hut 
Quite inconclusively, in Mr. Neale’s 
Tiedes iological Notea on Dalmatia. 
1861.1 

* Mr. Smith has effectually disposed 
of all Bryant’s arguments, if such they 
can be called. See especially his Dis¬ 
sertation on the island Melita. Among 
those who have adopted Bryant’s view, 


we have referred by name only to 
Falconer. 

3 Ovid, for instance, ami Horace. 

4 Thucydides speaks of the Adriatic 
Sea in the same way. Wc should also 
hear in mind thcshipwreck of Josephus, 
which took place in ‘ Adria.’ Some 
(e.g. Mr. Sharpe, the author of the 
History of Kyypf) have identified tho 
two shipwrecks: lint it is difficult to 
harmonise the narratives. 

Even witli charts he might have a 
difficulty in recognising a part of «lie 
coast, which lie lind never seen before. 
And we must recollect that the ancient 
mariner had no charts. 

B xxviii. 1. 

7 Sec above, p. 659, n. 7. 

s See above, note on the population 
of Malta. Sir O. Penrose adds a cir¬ 
cumstance, which it is important to 
take into account in considering this 
question, viz* that, in the time of the 
Knights, the bulk of the population 
was at the east end of the island, and 
that the neighbourhood of St. Paul’s 
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r close to St. Paul’s Bay ; 1 and it is well known how the Fauna of 
any country varies with the vegetation.® An argument has even 
been built on the supposed fact, that the disease of Publius is un¬ 
known in the island. To this it is sufficient to reply by a simple 
denial. 3 Nor can we close this rapid survey of objections without 
noticing the insuperable difficulties which lie against the hypothesis 
of «the Venetian Meleda, from the impossibility of reaching it, 
except by a miracle, under the above-related circumstances of 
weather, 4 —from the disagreement of its soundings with what is 
required by the narrative of the shipwreck, 3 —and from the incon¬ 
sistency of its position with what is related of the subsequent 
voyage. 6 

To this part of the voyage we must now proceed. After three 
months they sailed again for Italy in a ship called the ‘ Castor and 
Pollux.’ 7 Syracuse was in their track, and the ship put into that 
famous harbour, and stayed there three day® Thu if St. Paul was in 
a great historic city of the West, after spending much time in those 
of greatest note in the East. We are able to associate the Apostle of 
the Gentiles and the thoughts of Christianity with the scenes of that 
disastrous expedition which closed the progress of the Athenians 
towards our part of Europe,—and with those Punic Wars, which 

Bay was separated off by a line of for- could have got up the difficult naviga- 
tification, built for fear of descents from tion of the Adriatic? To have drifted 
Barbary cruisers. up the Adriatic to the island of Melita 

1 This statement rests on the au- or Melida, in the requisite curve, and 
thority of an English resident on the to have passed so many islands and 
island. other dangers in the route, -Should, hu- 

* Some instances are given by Mr. manly speaking, have been impossible.' 
Smith. The distance from Clauda to this Melita 

3 It happens that the writer once is not less than 780 geographical miles, 

spent an anxious night in Malta with and the wind must have long been from 
a fellow-traveller, who was suffering the south to make this voyage in four- 
precisely in the same way. teen days. Now, from Clauda to Malta, 

4 ‘ If’ Euroclydon blew in such a there is not any one danger in a direct 
direction as to make the pilots afraid line, and we see that the distance and 
of being driven on the quicksands (and direction of drift will both agree.’ 
there were no such dangers but to the 5 This is clearly shown on the 
south-west of them), how could it be Austrian chart of that part of the 
supposed that they could be driven Adriatic. 

north towards the Adriatic ? In truth, 6 From the Adriatic Melida it would 
it is very difficult for a well-appointed have .been morp natural to have gone 
ship of modern days to get from Crete to Brundusium or Ancona, and thence 
into and up the Adriatic at the season by land to Koine ; and, even in going 
named in the narrative, the north winds by sea, Syracuse would have been oul 
being then prevalent, and strong. We of the course, whereas it is in the di- 
find the ship certainly driven from the rect track from Malta, 
south coast of Crete, from the Fair 7 It is natural to assume that sucl 
Havens towards Clauda (now (iozzi), was its name, if such was its ‘sign, 
on the south-west, and during the four- i.e. the sculptured or painted figures * 
teen days’ continuance of the gale, we ' the prow. It was natural to dedicati 
are never told that Euroclydon ceased ships to the Dioscuri, who were tin 
to blow; and with either a Gregalia or hero-patrons of sailors. They wer 
Levanter blowing hard, S^. Paul’s ship supposed to appear in those light 
could not possibly have proceeded up which are called by modern sailors th 
the Adriatic.*—Penrose, MS. He says fires of St. Elmo; and in art they ar 
again : ‘ How is it possible that a ship represented as stars. Soe below oi 
at that time, ana so circumstanced, the coins of Rhegium. 



xxtifc] Syracuse. — Rhegium. 663 

ended in bringing Africa under the yoke of Rome. We are not* 
told whether St. Paul was permitted to go on shore at Syracuse ; 
but from the courtesy shown him by Julius, it is probable that this 
permission was not refused. If he landed, he would doubtless find 
Jews and Jewish proselytes in abundance, in so great a mercantile 
emporium ; and would announce to them the Glad-tidings which he 
was commissioned to proclaim ‘to the Jew first and also to'the 
Gentile.’ Hence we may without difficulty give credit to the local 
tradition, which regards St. Paul as the first founder of the Sicilian 
church. 

Sailing out of that beautiful land-locked basin, and past Ortygia, 
once an island, 1 but then united in one continuous town with the 
buildings under the ridge of Epipoku,-—the ship which carried St. 
Paul to Rome shaped her course northwards towards the straits of 
Messina. The .weather was not favourable at first: they were com¬ 
pelled to take an indirect course, 3 and they put into Rhegium, a 
city whose patron divinities were, by a curious coincidence, the 
same hero-protectors of seafaring men, ' the Great Twin Brethren,’ 
to whom the ship itself was dedicated. 3 

Here they remained one day (v. 13), evidently waiting for a 
fair wind to take them through the Faro ; for the springing up of a 
wind from the south is expressly mentioned in the following words. 
This wind would be favourable, not only for carrying the ship 
through the straits, but for all the remainder of the voyage. If the 
vessel was single-masted,'* with one large square sail, this wind was 
the best Jhat could blow: for to such a vessel the most advantage¬ 
ous point of sailing is to run right before the wind; 5 and Puteoli 
“lies nearly due north from Rhegium. The distance is about 182 
miles. If then we assume, in accordance with what has been stated 
above (p. 628), that she sailed at the rate of seven knots an hour," 
the passage would bo accomplished in about twenty-six hours, which 
agrees perfectly with the account of St. Luke, who says that, after 
leaving Rhegium, they came, 1 the next day,’ to Puteoli. 

Before the close of the first day they would see cn the left the 
volcanic cone and smoke of Stromboli, the nearest of the Liparian 
islands. In the course of the night they would have neared that 
projecting part of the mainland which forms the southern limit of 


1 The city has now Bhrank to its old 
limit. 

* Mr. Smith’s view that the word 
here (rendered in A. V. ‘fetching a 
compass,’ i.e. ‘going round’) means 
simply 1 beating,’ is more likely to be 
correct than that of Mr. Lewin, who 
supposes that ‘as the wind was west¬ 
erly, and they were under shelter of 
the high mountainous range of Ktna 
on their left, they were obliged to stand 
out to sea in order to HU their sails, 
and so come to Rhegium by a circuitous 
sweep.’ He adds in a note, that he 
‘ was informed by a friend that when 
he made the voyage from Syracuse to 
Rhegium, the vend in which he sailed 
took a similar circuit for a similar 


reason.’ 

3 Macaulay's Lays of Rome (Battle 
of Lake Rcgfllus). One of these coins, 
exhibiting the heads of the twin-divini¬ 
ties with the stars, is given at the end 
of the chapter. 

4 We cannot assume this to have 
been the case, but it is highly probable. 
See above. We may refer here to the 
representation of the harbour of Ostia 
on the coin of Nero, given below, p. 688. 
It will be observed that all the snips in 
the harbour are single-masted. 

5 Smith, p. 180. 

* We cannot agree with the N. Brit. 
Reviewer in doubting the correctness 
of Mr. Smith's conclusion on this print. 
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,-the bay of Salerno. 1 Sailing across the wide opening of this gulf, 
they would, in a few hours, enter that other bay, the bay of Naples, 
in the northern part of which Puteoli was situated. No long descrip¬ 
tion need be given of that bay, which has been made familiar, by 
every kind of illustration, even to those who have never seen it. Its 
south-eastern limit is the promontory of Minerva, with the island of 
Capreae opposite, which is so associated with the memory of Tiberius, 
that its cliffs still seem to rise from the blue waters as a monument 
of hideous vice in the midst of the fairest scenes of nature. The 
opposite boundary was the promontory of Misenum, where one of 
the imperial fleets 2 lay at anchor under the shelter of the islands of 
Tschia and Procida. In the intermediate space the Campanian coast 
curves round in the loveliest forms, with Vesuvius as the prominent 
feature of the view. But here one difference must be marked be¬ 
tween St. Paul’s day and our own. The angry neighbour of Naples 
was not then an unsleeping volcano, but a 'green and sunny back¬ 
ground to the bay, with its westward slope covered with vines. 3 No 
one could have suspected that the time was so near, when the 
admiral of the fleet at Misenum would be lost in its fiery eruption; 1 
and little did the Apostle dream, when he looked from the vessel’s 
deck across the bay to the right, that a ruin, like that of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, hung over the fair cities at the base of the mountain, and 
that the Jewish princess, who had so lately conversed with him in 
his prison at Ctesarea, would find her tomb in that ruin, with the 
child she had borne to Felix. 5 

By this time the vessel was well within the island of Capreae and 
the promontory of Minerva, and the idlers of Puteoli were already 
crowding to the pier to watch the arrival of the Alexandrian corn’’ 
ship. So we may safely infer from a vivid and descriptive letter 
preserved among the correspondence of the philosopher Seneca. Ho 
says that all ships, on rounding into the bay within the above-men¬ 
tioned island and promontory, were obliged to strike their topsails, 
with the exception of the Alexandrian corn-vessels, which were thus 
easily recognised, as soon as they hove in sight; and then he proceeds 
to moralise on the gathering and crowding of the people of Puteoli, 
to watch these vessels coming in. Thus we are furnished with new 
circumstances to aid our efforts to realise the arrival of the ‘ Castor 
and Pollux,’ on the coast of Italy, with St. Paul on board. And if 
we wish still further to associate this event r with the history and 
the feeling of the times, we may turn to an anecdote of the Emperoi 
Augustus, which is preserved to us by Suetonius. The Emperoi 
had been seized with a feverish attack—it was the beginning of his 
last illness—and was cruising about the bay for the benefit of his 
health, when an Alexandrian corn-ship was coming to her moorings 
and passed close by. The sailors recognised the old man, whom the 


1 See the Sailing Directions , J29- 
133. with the Admiralty Charts, for the 
appearance of the coast between Cape 
Spartivento (Pr. Palinurum) and Cape 
Campanella (Pr. Minervse). 

* The fleet of the ‘Upper Sea’ was 
stationed at Ravenna, of the ‘ Lower ’ 
at Misenum. 

3 So it is described by Martial and 


others. Strabo describes the mountain 
as very fertile at its base, though its 
summit was barren, and full of aper¬ 
tures, which showed the traces of earlier 
volcanic action. 

4 See the younger Pliny’s description 
of his uncle's death, Kp. vi. 16. 

4 Josephus. See above, pp. 600, 601. 
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civilised world obeyed as master and was learning to worship as 
God: and they brought out garlands and incense, that they mightf 
pay him divine honours, saying that it was by his providence that 
their voyages were made safe and that their trade was prosperous. 
Augustus was so gratified by this worship, that he immediately 
distributed an immense sum of gold among his suite, exacting from 
them the promise that they would expend it all in the purchase of 
Alexandrian goods. Such was the interest connected in the first 
century with the trade between Alexandria and Puteoli. Such was 
the idolatrous homage paid to the Roman Emperor. The only dif¬ 
ference, when the Apostle of Christ came, was that the vice and 
corruption of the Empire had increased wjth the growth of its trade, 
and that the Emperor now was not Augustus but Nero. 

In this wide and sunny expanse of blue waters, no part was calmer 
or more beautiful than the recess in the northern part of the bay, 
between Bait»*and Puteoli. It was naturally sheltered by the sur¬ 
rounding coasts, and seemed of itself to invito both the gratification 
of luxurious ease, and the formation of a mercantile harbour. Baiie 
was devoted to the former purpose ; it was to the invalids and 
fashionable idlers of Rome like a combination of Brighton and 
Cheltenham. Puteoli, on the opposite side of this inner bay, was 
the Liverpool of Italy. Between them was that inclosed reach of 
water, called the Lucrine Lake, which contained the oyster-beds for 
the luxurious tables of Rome, and on the surface of which the small 
yachts of fashionable visitors displayed their coloured sails. Still 
further inland was that other calm liasin, the Lacus Avernus, which 
an artificial passage connected with the former, and thus converted 
into a harbour. Not far beyond was Cumn:, once a flourishing 
Greek city, but when the Apostle visited this coast, a decayed country 
town, famous only for the recollections of the Sibyl. 1 

We must return to Puteoli. We have seen above (p. (129) how 
it divided with Ostia the chief commerce by sea between Rome and 
the provinces. Its early name, when the Campanian shore was 
Greek rather than Italian, was iiicmarchia. Under its new appella¬ 
tion (which seems to have had reference to the mineral springs of 
the neighbourhood 2 ) it first began to have an important connection 
with Rome in the second Punic war. It was the place of embarka¬ 
tion for armies proceeding to Spain, and the landing-placo of am¬ 
bassadors from Carriage. .Ever afterwards it was an Italian town 
of the first rank. In the time of Vespasian it became the Flavian 
Colony, like the city in Palestine from which St. Paul had sailed; * 
but even from an earlier period it had colonial privileges, and these 
had just been renewed under Nero. It was intimately associated 
both with this Emperor and with two others who preceded him in 
power and in crime. Close by Bake, across the bay, was Bauli, 
where the plot was laid for the murder of Agrippina.' 1 Across these 
waters Caligula built his fantastic bridge ; and the remains of it were 
probably visible when St. Paul landed. 5 Tiberius had a more 

1 See Juv. Sat. iii. 1. about two yynrs before St. Paul's com- 

* It was named either from the in);. 

springs (u puteU ), or from their stench 5 Some travellers have mistaken the 
(a putendo). remains of the mole for those of Cali- 

. * See above oil Caesarea, pp. 606,606. gula's bridge. But that was only a 

* Nero had murdered his mother wooden structure. 
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honourable monument in a statue (of which a fragment is still seen 
cby English travellers at Pozzuoli), erected during St. Paul’s life to 
commemorate the restitution of the Asiatic cities overthrown by an 
earthquake. 1 * But the ruins which are the most interesting to us are 
the seventeen piers of the ancient mole, on which the lighthouse 
stood, and within which the merchant-men were moored. Such is 
the proverbial tenacity of the concrete which was used in this struc¬ 
ture,’ that it is the most perfect ruin existing of any ancient Roman 
harbour. In the early part of this chapter, we spoke of the close 
mercantile relationship which subsisted between Egypt and this city. 
And this remains on our minds as the prominent and significant fact 
of its history,—whether we look upon the ruins of the mole and 
think of such voyages as those of Titus and Vespasian, 3 or wander 
among the broken columns of the Temple of Serapis, 4 or read the 
account which Philo gives of the singular interview of the Emperor 
Caligula with the Jewish ambassadors from Alexandria. 5 

Puteoli, from its trade with'Alexandria and the East, must neces¬ 
sarily have contained a colony of Jews, and they must have had a 
close connection with the Jews of Rome. What was true of the 
Jews would probably find its parallel in the Christians. St. Paul 
met with disciples here ; 6 and, as soon as he was among them, they 
were in prompt communication on the subject with their brethren in 
Rome. 7 The Italian Christians had long been looking for a visit 
from the famous Apostle, though they had not expected to see him 
arrive thus, a prisoner in chains, hardly saved from shipwreck. But 
these sufferings would only draw their hearts more closely towards 
him. They earnestly besought him to stay some days with them, 
and Julius was able to allow this request to be complied with. 3 » 
Even when the voyage began, we saw that he was courteous and 
kind towards his prisoner ; and, after all the varied, and impressive 
incidents which have been recounted in this chapter, we should 
indeed be surprised if we found him unwilling to contribute to the 
comfort of one by whom his own life had been preserved. 



Coin of Rhegium.* 


1 The pedestal of this statue, with 
the allegorical representations of the 
towns, is still extant. 

* The well-known Pozzolana, which 
is mentioned by Pliny. 

3 See p. 680. 

4 This is one of the most remarkable 

ruins at Pozzuoli. It is described in 
the guide-books. * 

3 Philo Leg. ad datum, 

• Acts xxviii. 11 

7 See v. 1ft. 


8 It is not clearly stated who urged 
this stay. Possibly it was Julius him¬ 
self. It is at all events evident from 
v. 15 that they did stay; otherwise 
there would not have been time for the 
intelligence of St Paul’s landing to 
reach Home so long before his own 
arrival there. 

9 From the British Museum. The 
heads and stars are those of Castor and 
Pollux. See pp. 662, n. 7. and 668, n. 3. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 


Thfl Appian Way.—Appii Forum and • the Three Taverns.—Entrance into 
Bome.—The Praetorian Prefect.—Description of the City.—Its Population. 

_The Jews in Rome.—The Roman Church.—St. Paul’s Interview with the 

Jews.—His Residence in Rome. 


The last chapter began with a description of the facilities possessed 
by the ancionts £or travelling by sea : this must begin with a re¬ 
ference to their best opportunities of travelling by land. We have 
before spoken of some of the most important roads through the pro¬ 
vinces of the Empire: now wo are about to trace the Apostle’s 
footsteps along that road, which was at once the oldest and most 
frequented in Italy, 1 * and which was called, in comparison with all 
others, the ‘ Queen of Roads.’ We are 110 longer following the 
narrow line of compact pavement across Macedonian plains and 
mountains,* or through the varied scenery in the interior of Asia 
Minor: 3 4 5 but we are on the most crowded approach to the metropo¬ 
lis of the world, in the midst of prcetors and proconsuls, embassies, 
legions, and turms of horse, ‘ to their provinces hasting or on re¬ 
turn,’ which Milton, '—in his description of the City enriched with 
£he spoils of nations,—-has called us to behold ‘ in various habits on 
the Appian road.’ ...... 

Leaving then all consideration of Puteoli, as it was related to the 
sea and to the various places on the coast, we proceed to consider its 
communications by land with the towns of Campania and Latium. 
The great line of communication between Rome and the southern 
part of the peninsula was the Way constructed by Appius Claudius, 
which passed through Capua, 0 and thence to Brundusium on the 
shore of the Adriatic.® Puteoli and its neighbourhood lay some 


1 ‘ Appia longarum teritur Regiiui 
viarum.' —Stat. Silv. ii. 2^ See below. 

* For the Via Egnatia, see pp. 244, 
245. 

3 In making our last allusion to Asia 
Minor, we may refer to the description 
which Basil gives of the scenery round 
his residence, a little to the east of the 
inland region thrice traversed by St. 
Paul. See Humboldt’s Kosmos, vol. ii. 
p. 26. (Sabine’s Eng. Trans.) 

4 Paradise Regained, book iv. 

5 The Via Appia, the oldest and most 
celebrated of Roman roads, was con¬ 
structed as far as Capua, A. u. c. 442, 
by the censor Appius Claudius. Eight 
hundred yeans afterwards, Procopius 
was astonished at its appearance. He 


Jescribes it as broad enough for two 
carriages to pass each other, and at 
made of stones brought, from some dis¬ 
tant quarry, and so fitted to each other, 
that they seemed to be thus formed by 
nature, rather than cemented by art. 
He adds that, notwithstanding the 
traffic of so many ages, the stones were 
not displaced, nor had they lost their 
original smoothness. There is great 
doubt as to the date of the continuation 
bv Beneventum 10 Brundusium, nor is 
the course of it absolutely ascertained. 

s Here it came to the customary 
ferry lietween the Greek and Italian 
peninsulas, and was succeeded on the 
other side by the Via Egnatia. Strabo, 
v. 8; vi 8. Compare pp. 244, 245. 
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miles to the westward of this main road: but communicated with it 
easily by well-travelled cross-roads. One of them followed the 
coast from Puteoli northwards, till it joined the Appian Way at 
Sinuessa, on the borders of Latium and Campania. 1 It appears, 
however, that this road was not constructed till the reign of 
Domitian. 2 Our attention, therefore, is called to the other cross¬ 
read which led directly to Capua. One branch of it left the coast 
at Cum®, another at. Puteoli. It was called the ‘ Campanian Way,’ 
and also the ‘ Consular Way.’ It seems to have been constructed 
during the Republic, and was doubtless the road which is mentioned, 
in an animated passage of Horace’s Epistles, as communicating 
with the baths and villas of Bai®. 3 

The first part then of the route which Julius took with his pri¬ 
soners was probably from Puteoli to Capua. All the region near 
the coast, however transformed in the course of ages by the vol¬ 
canic forces which are still at work, is recognised ds the scene of the 
earliest Italian mythology, and must ever be impressive from the 
poetic images, partly of this world and partly of the next, with 
which Virgil has filled it. From Cum® to Capua, the road traverses 
a more prosaic district: 4 the ‘ Phlegrrean fields ’ are left behind, and 
we pass from the scene of Italy’s dim mythology to the theatre of the 
most exciting passages of her history. The whole line of the road 
can be traced at intervals, not only in the close neighbourhood of 
Puteoli and Capua, but through the intermediate villages, by frag¬ 
ments of pavement, tombs, and ancient milestones. 5 

Capua, after a time of disgrace had expiated its friendship with 
Hannibal, was raised by Julius C®sar to the rank of a fcolony: in 
the reign of Augustus it had resumed all its former splendour: and 
about the very time of which we are writing, it received accessions 
of dignity from the Emperor Nero. It was the most important 
city on the whole line of the Appian Way, between Rome and 
Brundusium. That part of the line with which we are concerned, 
is the northerly and most ancient portion. The distance is about 
126 miles : and it may be naturally divided into two equal parts. 
The division is appropriate, whether in regard to the physical 
configuration of the country, or the modern political boundaries. 
The point of division is where Terracina is built at the base of 
those cliffs,* on which the city of Anxur was of old proudly situ- 


1 The stages of this road from Si¬ 

nuessa appear as follows in the Peu- 
tingerian TableSavonem FI. III.; 
Vuitumum, VII.; I.iternmn, VII.; 
Cumas, VI.; Lacum Avernum, II.; 
Puteolos, III. Thcnee it proceeds by 
Naples to Herculaneum, Pompeii, Sta¬ 
in®, and Surrentum. In the Antonine 
Itinerary it is entitled, ‘ Iter a Terracina 
Neapolim,’ and the distances are slightly 
different. A direct road from Capua 
to Neapolis, by Atella, is mentioned in 
the Tab. Peut. • 

2 This is the road which is the sub¬ 
ject of the pompous yet very interesting 
poem of Statius, Sim. iv. 

3 See the vivid passage in the be¬ 


ginning of Up. I. xv., where we see 
that the road was well travelled at that 
period, anil where its turning out of 
the Via Appia is clearly indicated. 

4 On the left was a district of pine 
woods, notorious for banditti CGalli - 
naria pinna'), Juv. iii. 305 : now Piueta 
di Castel Volturno. 

5 The road seems to have left Pu- 
teoli by the Solfatara, where Romanelli 
says that the old pavement is visible. 

6 The modern Terracina is by the sea 
at the base of the cliffs, and the present 
road passes that way. The ancient 
road ascended to Anxur, which wa3 
on the summit. 
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ated, and where a narrow pass between the mountain and the 
sea, unites (or united recently) the Papal States to the kingdom of* 
Naples. 

The distance from Capua to Terracina 1 2 is about seventy Roman 
miles. At the third mile the road crossed the river Vultumus at 
Casilinum, a town then falling into decay. 3 Fifteen miles further 
it crossed the river Savo, by what was then called the Campanian 
Bridge. 3 Thence, after three miles, it came to Sinuessa on the sea, 4 
which in St. Paul’s day was reckoned the first town in Latium. 
But the old rich Campania extended farther to the northward, in¬ 
cluding the vine-clad hills of the famous Falemian district through 
which we pass, after crossing the Savo. 5 The last of these hills 
(where the vines may be seen trained on elms, as of old) is the 
range of Massicus, which stretches from the coast towards the Apen¬ 
nines, and finally shuts out from the traveller, as he descends on the 
farther side, all the prbspect of Vesuvius and the coast near Puteoli. 6 * 
At that season, both vines and elms would have a winterly appear¬ 
ance. But the traces of spring would be visible in the willows 
among which the Liris flows in many silent windings—from tho 
birthplace of Marius in the mountains 8 * —to tho city and the 
swamps by the sea, which the ferocity of his mature life has ren¬ 
dered illustrious. After leaving Minturmo, the Appian Way passes 
on to another place, which has different associations with the later 
years of the Republic. Wo speak of Foimiuj,® with its long street 
by the shore of its beautiful bay, and with its villas on the sea-side, 
and above it; among which was one of Cicero’s favourite retreats 
from the turmoil of the political world, and where at last ho fell by 
the hand of assassins. 10 Many a lee.tiav," or palanquin, such as that 
in which he was reclining when overtaken by his murderers, may 
have been met by St. Paul in his progress,—with other carriages, 
with which the road would become more and more crowded,—the 


1 The stages are as follows (reckon¬ 
ing from Terracina) in the Antonine 
Itinerary. KUNOls. XVI. l'OUMls. xm. 
MINTUIINIS. IX. SINUESSA. IX. CAEl'A. 
xxvi. The distances are rather smaller 
in the Jerusalem Itinerary, where a 
mulatto Ponte Campano and a mutatio 
ad octavuni are inserted betwt^n Si- 
nucssa and Capua. Casilinum is men¬ 
tioned only in the Peutingorian Table. 

2 The operations on the Volturno in 
Garibaldi’s recent campaign are very 
fresh in our recollection. 

3 Campano Ponti. Ilor. Sat. 1 . v. 
45. 

4 ‘Plotius et Varius Sinuessa:, Vir- 

giliusque 

Occurruiit.’ Ib. 40. 

1 Pliny extends Campania to the 

Liris or Garigliano. It is difficult to 
fix the limits of the Palernus aaer, 

which extended from the Massic Hills 
towards the Voltumus. 

, 8 The ancient road, however, seems 


to have followed the coast. 

7 ‘March 22. We cross the Liris 
by a suspension bridge. It is a large 
stream—truly a taeiturnus amnis — 
winding like the Trent among willow- 
trees, which showed nearly the first 
symptoms of spring we bail seen.’ 
(Extract from a private journal.) We 
have already seen that St. Paul's jour¬ 
ney through Campania and Lutimn was 
very early in the spring. 

8 The Garigliano rises near Arpinum, 
which was also the birth-place of Cicero. 

'> This is Main di Gaeta, just oppo¬ 
site the fortress which has been so 
notorious in recent passages of Italian 
historv. 

10 See Plutarch’s description of his 
death. 

11 The leeticce, or couches carried by 
bearers wer£ in constant use both for 
men and women ; and a traveller could 
hardly go from Puteoli to Koine with¬ 
out seeing many of them. 
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cisium, 1 or light cabriolet, of some gay reveller, on his way toBaise, 
u —or the four-wheeled rheda ,* full of the family of some wealthy 
senator quitting the town for the country. At no great distance 
from Formise the road left the sea again, and passed, where the 
substructions of it still remain, through the defiles 3 of the Cascuban 
hills, with their stony but productive vineyards. Thence the 
traveller looked down upon the plain of Fundi, which retreats like 
a bay into the mountains, with the low lake of Amy clue between the 
town and the sea. Through the capricious care, with which time 
has preserved in one place what is-lost in another, the pavement of 
the ancient way is still the street of this, the most northerly town 
of the Neapolitan kingdom in this direction. We have now in front 
of us the mountain line, which is both the frontier of the Papal 
States, 4 and the natural division of the Apostle’s journey from 
Capua to Borne. Where it reaches the coast, in bold limestone 
precipices, there Anxur was situated, with its houses and temples 
high above the sea. 4 

After leaving Anxur, 6 the traveller observes the high land re¬ 
treating again from the coast, and presently finds himself in a wide 
and remarkable plain, enclosed towards the interior by the sweep of 
the blue Volscian mountains, and separated by a belt of forest from 
the sea. Here are the Pomptine marshes,—‘ the only marshes ever 
dignified by classic celebrity. ’ The descriptive lines of the Roman 
satirist have wonderfully concurred with the continued unhealthi¬ 
ness of the half-drained morass, in preserving a living commentary 
on that fifteenth verse in the last chapter of the Acts, which exhi¬ 
bits to us one of the most touching passages in the Apostlb’s life. 
A few miles beyond Terracina, where a fountain, grateful to travel¬ 
lers, welled up near the sanctuary of Feronia, 7 was the termination 
of a canal, which was formed by Augustus for the purpose of drain¬ 
ing the marshes, and which continued for twenty miles by the side 
of the road. 8 Over this distance, travellers had their choice, whether 
to proceed by barges dragged by mules, or on the pavement of the 
way itself.® It is impossible to know which plan was adopted by 
Julius and his prisoners. If we suppose the former to have been 
chosen, we have the aid of Horace’s Satire to enable us to imagine 


1 Seneca nays you could write in the 
cisium, whence we must infer that such 
carriages [if they had springs] were 
often as comfortable as those of modem 
times. 

a ‘TotadomusrAedacomponituruna.’ 
(Juv. iii. 10.) The remark just made 
on the cisium is equally applicable to 
the larger carriage. Cicero says in 
one of his Cilieian letters that he dic¬ 
tated it while seated in his rheda. 

3 Itri is in one of these defiles. The 
substructions of the ancient way show 
that it nearly followed the line of the 
modem road between Rome<and Naples. 

4 Or of what were till lately the 
Papal States. 

s See Hor. Sat. 1. v. 25, 26, and -many 
other passages in Roman poets. There 


are here still the substructions of large 
temples, one of them probably that of 
Jupitei, to whom the town was dedi¬ 
cated. 

6 The stages during the latter half 
of the journey, reckoning from Rome, 
appear thus in the A 11 tornne Itinerary : 
ARICIAM. XVI. TUBS TABERNA8. XVII. 
AI’PI FORO. X. TARRACINA. XVIII. The 
other Itineraries give some intermediate 
details. 

7 Hor. Sat. 1. 24. 

8 ‘Qua Pomptinas 'via dividit uda 
paludes.’ (Lucan, iii. 86.) The length 
of the canal was nineteen miles. 

9 With Horace’s account of his night- 
journey on the canal we may compare 
Strabo. 
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the incidents and the company, in the midst of which the Apostle , 
came, unknown and unfriended, to the corrupt metropolis of the 
world. And yet he was not so unfriended as he may possibly have 
thought himself that day, in his progress from Anxur across the 
watery, unhealthy plain. On the arrival of the party at Appii 
Forum, which was a town where the mules were unfastened, at tne 
other end of the canal, and is described by the satirist as full* of 
low tavern-keepers and bargemen, 1 —at that meeting-place where 
travellers from all parts of the Empire had often crossed one an¬ 
other’s path,—on that day, in thfe motley and vulgar crowd, some 
of the few Christians who were then in the world suddenly recog¬ 
nised one another, and emotions of holy joy and thanksgiving, 
sanctified the place of coarse vice and vulgar traffic. The dis¬ 
ciples at Rome had heard of the Apostle’s arrival at Puteoli, 
and hastened to meet him on the way; and the prisoner was 
startled to recognise sdhie of those among whom he had laboured, 
and whom he had loved, in the distant cities of the East. 
Whether Aquila and Priscilla were there it is needless to speculate. 
Whoever might be the persons, they were brethren in Christ, and 
their presence would be an instantaneous souroe of comfort and 
strength. We have already seen on other occasions of his life, 3 how 
the Apostle’s heart was lightened by the presence of his friends. 

About ten miles farther he received a second welcome from a 
similar group of Christian brethren. Two independent companies 
had gone to meet him; or the zeal and strength of one party had 
outstripped the other. At a place called the Three Taverns, 3 where 
a cross road from the coast at Antium came in from the left, this 
0 second party of Christians was waiting to welcome and to honour 
‘ the ambassador in bonds. ’ With a lighter heart and a more cheer¬ 
ful countenance, he travelled the remaining seventeen miles, which 
brought him along the base of the Alban Hills, in the midst of places 
well known and famous in early Roman legends, to the town of 
Aricia. The Great Apostle had the sympathies of human nature ; 
he was dejected and encouraged by the same causes which act on 
our spirits ; he too saw all outward objects in ‘ hues borrowed from 
the heart.’ The diminution of fatigue—the more hopeful prospect 
of the future—the renewed elasticity of religious trust—the sense 
of a brighter light on all the scenery round him—on the foliage 
which overshadowed* the road—on the wide expanse of the plain to 
the left—on the high summit of the Alban Mount,—all this, and 
more than this, is involved in St. Luke’s sentence,— 1 When Paul saw 
the brethren, he thanked God, and took courage.’ 

The mention of the Alban Mount reminds us that we are ap¬ 
proaching the end of our journey. The isolated group of him, 
which is called by this collective name, stands between the plain 
which has just been traversed and that other plain which is the 
Campagna of Rome. All the bases of the mountain were then (as 

1 This place is also mentioned by when on a journey from Antium to 
Cicero. Att. H. 10. Its situation was Home. Aft. ii. 12. From the dis- 
near the present 7'reponti. tances in the Itineraries jt seems to have 

* See especially p 279. been not very far from the modem 

* This place u mentioned by Cicero Cisterns- 
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, indeed they are partially now) clustered round with the villas and 
gardens of wealthy.citizena. The Appian Way climbs and then 
descends along its southern slope. After passing Lanuvium 1 it 
crossed a crater-like valley on immense substructions, which still 
remain. 8 Hero is Aricia, an easy stage from Borne. 3 The town was 
above the road; and on the hill-side swarms of beggars beset travel¬ 
lers as they passed. 4 On the summit of the next rise, Paul of Tarsus 
would obtain his first view of Rome. There is no doubt that the 
prospect was, in many respects, very different from the view which 
is now obtained from the same sjiot. It is true that the natural 
features of the scene are unaltered. The long wall of blue Sabine 
mountains, with Soracte in the distance, closed in the Campagna, 
which stretched far across to the sea and round the base of the 
Alban hills. But ancient Rome was not, like modern Rome, 
impressive from its solitude, standing alone, with its one conspicu¬ 
ous cupola, in the midst of a desolate though beautiful waste. St. 
Paul would see avast city, covering the Campagna, and almost con¬ 
tinuously connected by its suburbs with the villas on the hill where 
he stood, and with the bright towns which clustered on the sides of 
the mountains opposite. Over all the intermediate space were the 
houses and gardens, through which aqueducts and roads might be 
traced in converging lines towards the confused mass of edifices 
which formed the city of Rome. Here no conspicuous building, 
elevated above the rest, attracted the eye or the imagination. 
Ancient Romo had neither cupola 5 nor campanile. Still less had it 
any of those spires, which give life to all the landscapes of Northern 
Christendom. It was a wide-spread aggregate of buildings, which, 
though separated by narrow streets and open squares, appeared, " 
when seen from near Aricia, blended into one indiscriminate mass : 
for distance concealed the contrasts 8 which divided the crowded 
habitations of the poor, and the dark haunts of flltli and misery,— 
from the theatres and colonnades, the baths, the temples and palaces 
with gilded roofs, flashing back the sun. 

The road descended into the plain at Bovilhe, six miles from 
Aricia, 7 and thence it proceeded in a straight line, 8 with the se- 


1 Sub Lanuvio is one <>f the stations 
ill tile Tab. Fait. (Sec above.) The 
ancient Lauuvimn was on a hill on the 
left, near where the Via Appia (which 
can be traced here, by means of the 
tombs, ns it descends from the plain) 
strikes the modern road by Velletri. 

* The present road is carried through 
the modern town of Lariein, which 
occupies the site of the citadel of an¬ 
cient Aricia. The Appian Wav went 
across the valley below. See Sir W. 
(sell’s Campagna, under Aricia and 
Lancia: see also an article, entitled 
‘Excursions from Rome in 1843,’ in 
the first volume of the •Classical Mu¬ 
seum, p. 322. The magnificent cause¬ 
way or viaduct, mentioned in the text, 
is #00 feet long, and in some places 7(» 
feet high. It is built of enormous 


squared blocks of peperino, with arcbes 
for the water of the torrents to pass 
through. 

3 it was ITinace’s first lmlting-plnee. 
The distance from Rome was sixteen 

miles. 

4 The clivus AAcinus is repeatedly 
mentioned by the Roman satirists is 
swarming with beggars. 

5 The l’antheon was indeed built; 
but the world had not seen any instance 
of an elevated dome, like that of St. 
Sophia, St. Peter’s, or St. Paul’s. 

• Sec below, p. 675, and the reference 

to 1 for. 

7 Bovillie (not far from Fratacchie) 
is memorable as the place where Clodius 
was killed. 

9 The modem road deviates slightly 
from the Via Appia; but by aid of tlte 
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pulchres of illustrious families on either hand. 1 One of these was the 
burial-place of the Julian gens, a with which the centurion who had 
charge of the prisoners was in some way connected.* As thoy pro¬ 
ceeded over the old pavement, among gardens and modern houses,* 
and approached nearer the busy metropolis—the ‘conflux issuing 
forth or entering in ’ ■’ on various errands and in various costumes, 
—vehicles, horsemen, and foot-passengers, soldiers ami laboureie, 
Romans and foreigners,—became more crowded and confusing. 
The houses grew closer. They were already in Rome. It was im¬ 
possible to define the commencement of the city. Its populous 
portions extended far beyond the limits marked out by Servius. 
The ancient wall, with its once sacred pomeerium, was rather an 
object for antiquarian interest, like the walls of York or Chester, 
than any protection against the enemies, who were kept far aloof by 
the legions on the frontier. 

Yet the Porta CapSna is a spot which wo can hardly leave 
without lingering for a moment. Under this arch—which was 
perpetually dripping 11 with the water of the aqueduct that went 
over it 7 —had passed all those who, since a remote period of the Re¬ 
public, had travelled by the Appian Way,—victorious generals with 
their legions, returning from foreign service, emperors and cour¬ 
tiers, vagrant representatives of every form of Heathenism, (.reeks 
and Asiatics, Jews and Christians. “ From this point entering within 
the city, Julius and his prisoners moved on, with the Aventine on 
their left close round the base of the Uielian, and through the 
hollow ground which lay between this hill and the Palatine : thence 
over the low ridge called Volin.,'’ where afterwards was built the 


tombs the eve can easily trace tin- 
course of the ancient way. Keren! ex¬ 
cavations have brought the whole line 
of the Via Appia more dearly into view 
than formerly. 

1 There is n well-known sentence in 
Cicero having reference to those sepul¬ 
chres. That of Cecilia Mctella is fami¬ 
liar to all travellers. Poni|tey's tomb 
was also 011 the Appian Way, hot nearer 
to Artcia. 

* Sir W. Cell, on wliat appears to is 1 
a memorial of the bnryiiig-plaee of the 
(lens .lulia, near llovillfe. Sec *l'ac. 
Ann. ii. 41, xv. 33. 

* He might be a free-born Italian 
(like Cornelius, see p. 0(1), or lie might 
be a freedman, or the descendant of a 
freedman, manumitted by some mem¬ 
bers of the Julian house. 

4 Much building must have l»oen 
continually going on. Juvenal men¬ 
tions the carrying of building materials 
as one of the annoyances of Rome. 

* Paruditt Rtq-iintd , iv. 62. 

* Mart. iii. 47. Hence called the 
moist gate by Juvenal, iii. 10. Compare 
Mart, Tv. 18. It was doubtless called 
Capena, as being the gate of Capua. 
Imposition is fully ascertained to have 


Imm-m at the point of union of the val- 
le\ s dividing tin* Aventine, (Indian,and 
Tidal me. Both the Via Latina and 
Via Appia issued from this gate. 'The 
first milestone on the latter wan found 
in the first vineyard beyond the Tort a 
S. Seba.stiano (see map). 

7 This was a branch of the Marcian 
a<jucduet. 

H We must not forget that clo.se by 
this gate wan the old sanctuary of 
Fgcria. which in Juvenal’* time wan 
occupied by Jewish beggar*. See Sut. 
iii. Id, vi. it 1 2, already referred to in 
p. 11 x. 

‘The ridge, on which the arch of 
Titu* stand*, was much more consider¬ 
able than the modem tra\eller would 
suppose: the pavement, which has been 
excavated at this point, i* (Ifty-lliree 
feet above the level of the pavement 
in the Forum. This ridge ran from 
the Tala tine to the Kmpiiline. dividing 
the basin in which the Colosseum 
stands, from that which contained the 
Forum : it wu called Velia. Tublicola 
excited popular suspicion and alarm by 
building his house on the elevated jmrt 
of this ridge.’—Companion-Volume to 
Mr. Cookes ley's Map of Rome, p. 30. 
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arch of Titus to commemorate the destruction of Jerusalem ; and 
then descending, 1 by the Sacra Via, into that space which was the 
centre of imperial power and imperial magnificence, and associated 
also with the most glorious recollections of the Republic. The 
Forum was to Rome what the Acropolis 2 was to Athens, the heart 
of all the characteristic interest of the place. Here was the Millia- 
rturn Aurenm, to which the roads of all the provinces converged. 
All around were the stately buildings, which were raised in the 
closing years of the Republic, and by the earlier Emperors. In front 
was the Capitoline Hill, illustrious long before the invasion of the 
Gauls. Close on the left, covering that hill, whoso name is as¬ 
sociated in every modern European language with the notion of 
imperial splendour, were the vast ranges of the palace —the ‘ house 
of Csesar’ (Phil. iv. 22). Here were the household troops quartered 
in a prcetorium, 3 attached to the palace. And here (unless, indeed, 
it was in the great Prcctoriau camp 4 outside the city wall) Julius 
gave up his prisoner to Burrus, the Praetorian Prefect,* whose 
official duty it was to keep in custody all accused persons who were 
to be tried before the Emperor. 6 

This doubt, which of two places, somewhat distant from each other, 
was the scene of St. Paul’s meeting with the commander-in-chief of 
the Praetorian guards, gives us the occasion for entering on a general 
description of the different parts of the city of Rome. It would be 
nugatory to lay much stress, as is too often done, on its ‘ seven hills : ’ 
for a great city at length obliterates the original features of the 
ground, especially where those features were naturally not very 
strongly marked. The description, which is easy in reference ty_ 
Athens or Edinburgh, is hard in the instance of modern London or 
ancient Rome. Nor is it easy, in the case of one of the larger cities 
of the world, to draw any marked lines of distinction among the 
different classes of buildings. It is true the contrasts are really 
great ; but details are lost in a distant view of so vast an aggregate. 
The two scourges to which ancient Rome was most exposed, revealed 
very palpably the contrast, both of the natural ground and the 
human structures, which by the general observer might be unnoticed 
or forgotten. When the Tiber was flooded, and the muddy waters 
converted all the streets and open places of the lower part of the 
city into lakes and canals, 7 it would be seen very clearly how much 

1 This slope, from the Arch of Titus wall was pulled down by Constantine, 
down to the Forum, was called the 3 4 * This is the accurate translation of 
Sacer Clivus. Acts xxviii. 16. The Prafectut Pra>- 

* See p. 275. torio was already the most important 

3 We think that Wieseler has proved subject of the Emperor, though he had 

that the wpatnipioy in Phil. i. 13, de- not yet acquired all that extensive 
notes the quartern of the household jurisdiction which was subsequently 
troops attached to the Emperor’s resi- conferred upon him. At this time 
dence on the Palatine. See the begin- (a.i>. 61) Burrus, one of the best of 
ningof Chap. XXVI. ' Nero’s advisers, was Praetorian Prefect. 

4 The establishment of this camp 6 Trajan says (Plin. Ep. X. 65) of 
was the work of Tiberiqs. Its place is such a prisoner, ‘vmetus mitti ad Pre- 

still dearly visible in the great rectan- fectos Pretorii mei debet.’ Compare 
gular projection In the walls, on the also Joseph. Ant. xviii. 6, quoted by 

north of the city. In St Paul’s time it Wiesder, p. 393. 

was strictly outside the city. The inner 1 The writer has known visits paid 
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lower were the Forum and the Campus Martius than those three 
detached hills (the Capitoline, the Palatine, and the Aventine) which 
rose near the river; and those four ridges (the Cielian, the Esquiline, 
the Viminal, and the Quirinal) wliieh ascended and united together 
in the higher ground on which the Prietorian camp was situated. 
And when fires swept rapidly from roof to roof, 1 and vast ranges of 
buildings were buried in the ruins of one night, that contrastbetween 
the dwellings of the poor and the palaces of the rich, which has sup¬ 
plied the Apostle with one of his most forcible images, would be 
clearly revealed,—the difference between structures of ‘ sumptuous 
marbles, with silver and gold,’ which abide after the firo, and the 
hovels of ‘wood, hay, stubble,’ which are burnt (1 Cor. iii. 10-15). 

If we look at a map of modem Romo, with a desire of realising to 
ourselves the appearance of the city of Augustus and Nero, we must 
in the first place obliterate from our view that circuit of walls, 
which is due in various proportions, to Aurelian, Bolisarins, and 
Pope Leo IV. 3 The wall through .which the Porta Capena gave 
admission, was the old Servian enclosure, which embraced a much 
smaller area : though we must bear in mind, as wo have remarked 
above, that the city had extended itself beyond this limit, and 
spread through various suburbs, far into the country. In the next 
place we must observe that the hilly part of Romo, which is now 
half occupied by gardens, was then the most populous, while the 
Campus Martius, now covered with crowded streets, was compara¬ 
tively open. It was only about the close of the Republic that many 
buildings were raised on the Campus Martius, and these were 
chiefly, of a public or decorative character. One of these, the Pan¬ 
theon, still remains, as a monument of the reign of Augustus. 
This, indeed, is the period from which we must trace the beginning 
of all the grandeur of Roman buildings. Till the civil war between 
Pompey and Ciesar, the private houses of the citizens had been 
mean, and the only public structures of note were the cloacae and 
the aqueducts. But in proportion as the ancient fabric of the 
constitution broke down, and while successful generals brought 
home wealth from provinces conquered and plundered on every 
shore of the Mediterranean, the City began to assume the appear¬ 
ance of a new and imperial magnificence. To leave out of view the 
luxurious and splendid residences which wealthy citizens raised for 
their own uses, 3 Pompey erected the first theatre of stone, 4 and 
Julius Csesar surfoundeiT the great Circus with a portico. From 


tn theRipetta (In the Campus Martius) 
by means of boats brought to the win¬ 
dows of the first story. Bio Cassius 
makes three distinct references to a 
similar state of things. 

1 Suetonius mentions floods and fires 
together, Aug. 29, 30. The pre-police of 
Augustus seems to have been organised 
with great care. The care of the river, 
as we learn from inscriptions, was com¬ 
mitted to a Curator alvei Tiberit. 

* The wall of Leo IV. is that which 
encloses the Borgo (said to be so called 


from the word burgh, used by Anglo- 
Saxon pilgrims) where St. Peter's and 
the Vatican arc situated. 

3 Till the reign of Augustus, the 
houses of private citizens bad been for 
the most part of sun-dried bricks, on 
a basement of stone. The houses of 
Crassus and I.epidua were among the 
earlier exceptions. 

* This theatre was one of the prin¬ 
cipal ornarflents of the Campus Martitu. 
Some parts of it still remain. 
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this time the change went on rapidly and incessantly. The increase 
8f public business led to the erection of enormous Basilicas. 1 The 
Forum was embellished on all sides. 2 The Temple of Apollo on the 
Palatine, and those other temples the remains of which are still 
conspicuous at the base of the Capitoline, 3 were only a small part of 
similar buildings raised by Augustus. The triumphal arch erected 
by Tiberius, near the same place 4 was only one of many structures, 
which rose in rapid succession to decorate that busy neighbourhood. 
And if we wish to take a wider view, we have only to think of the 
aqueducts, which were built, one hy one, between the private en¬ 
terprises of Agrippa in the reign of Augustus, and the recent 
structures of the Emperor Claudius, just before the arrival of the 
Apostle Paul. We may not go farther in the order of chronology. 
We must remember that the Colosseum, the Basilica of Constantine, 
and the baths of other emperors, and many other buildings which 
are now regarded as the*conspicuous features of ancient Rome, did 
not then exist. We are describing a period which is anterior to the 
time of Nero’s fire. Even after the opportunity which that calamity 
afforded for reconstructing the city, Juvenal complains of the 
narrowness of the streets. Were we to attempt to extend our 
description to any of these streets—whether the old Vicus Tuscus, 
with its cheating shopkeepers, which led round the base of the 
Palatine, from the Forum to the Circus,—or the aristocratic Carinas 
along the slope of the Esquiline,—or the noisy Suburra, in the 
hollow between the Viminal and Quirinal, which had sunk into 
disrepute, though once tho residence of Julius Caesar,—we should 
only wander into endless perplexity. And we should be equally 
lost, if we were to attempt to discriminate the mixed multitude, 
which were crowded on the various landings of those insula , 5 or 
piles of lodging-houses, which are perhaps best described by com¬ 
paring them to the houses in the old town of Edinburgh. 

If it is difficult to describe the outward appearance of the city, it 
is still more difficult to trace the distinctive features of all the parts 
of that colossal population which filled it. Within a circuit of little 
more than twelve miles 6 more than two millions 7 of inhabitants 
were orowded. It is evident that this fact is only explicable by the 


‘'The Roman Basilica is peculiarly 
Interesting to ns, since it contains the 
germ of the Christian cathedral. Ori¬ 
ginally these Basilicas were rattier open 
colonnades than enclosed halls; but, 
before the reign of Nero, they had as¬ 
sumed their ultimate form of a nave 
with aisles. We shall refer again to 
them in oar account of St. Paul’s last 
trial. See p, 769. 

* Three well-known Corinthian co¬ 
lumns, of the best period of art under 
the Emperors, remain near the base of 
the Palatine. They are popularly called 
the remains of the Temple of Jupiter 
Stator: perhaps they are part of the 
Temple of Castor and Pollux. 

* The larger rain, on the lower side 


of the Clivus Capitolinus, is believed 
to be the Temple of Vespasian, and 
was not, built till after St. Paul’s death. 
The Temples of Concord and of Saturn 
were of earlier date. 

4 It was built in commemoration of 
the recovery of the standards of Varus. 

1 A decree was issued by Augustus, 
defining the height to which these in¬ 
sula: might be raised. 

6 This is of course a much wider 
circuit than that of the Servian wall. 
The present wall, as we have said above, 
did not then exist. 

7 See Milman’s note on Gibbon’s 
thirty-first chapter. The estimate of 
2,000,000 agrees with that of the writer 
of the article ‘Rome’in Smith’s Diet. 
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narrowness of the streets, with that peculiarity of the houses which • 
has been alluded to above. In this prodigious collection of human 
beings, there were of course all the contrasts which are seen in a 
modern city,—all the painful lines of separation between luxury 
and squalor, wealth and want. But in Rome all these differences 
were on an exaggerated scale, and the institution of slavery modified 
further all social relations. The free citizens were more thait a 
million : of these, the senators were so few in number, as to be 
hardly appreciable: 1 the knights, wlio filled a great proportion of 
the public offices, were not more than 10,000 : the troops quartered 
in the city may be reckoned at 15,000: the rest were the Plebs 
wbana. That a vast number of these would be poor, is an obvious 
result of the most ordinary causes. But, in ancient Rome, the 
luxury of the wealthier classes did not produce a general diffusion 
of trade, as it does in a modem city. The handicraft employments, 
and many of what we ^should call professions, 3 were in the hands 
of slaves; and the consequence was, that a vast proportion of the 
Plebs urbana lived on public or private charity. Yet were these 
pauper citizens proud of their citizenship, though many of them 
had no better sleeping-place for the night than the public porticoes 
or the vestibules of temples. They cared for nothing beyond bread 
for the day, the games of the Circus, 3 and the savage delight of 
gladiatorial shows. Manufactures and trade they regarded as the 
business of the slave and the foreigner. The number of the slaves 
was perhaps about a million. The number of the strangers or 
peregrini was much smaller ; but it is impossible to describe their 
varieties.' Every kind of nationality and religion found its ropro- 
a sentative in Rome. But it is needless to pursue these details. The 
most obvious comparison is better than an elaborate description. 
Rome was like London with all its miseries, vices, and follies 
exaggerated, and without Christianity. 

One part of Rome still remains to be described, the ‘ Trastevere ’ 
or district beyond the river. 4 This portion of the city has been 
known in modem times for the energetic and intractable character 
of its population. In earlier times it was equally notorious, though 
not quite for the same reason. It was the residence of a low rabble^ 
and the place of the meanest merchandise. 3 There is, however, one 
reason why our attention is particularly called to it. It was the 
ordinary residence of the Jsws, the 1 Ghetto ’ of ancient Rome: 3 
and great part qf it was doubtless squalid and miserable, like the 
Ghetto of modem Rome, 7 though the Jews were often less oppressed 


of Geog. vol. ii. p. 748. Mr. Merivale 
chinks it far too high. Hist, of Rom. 
under Kmp. vol. iv. pp. 515-628. 

1 Before Augustus there were 1000 
senators; he reduced them to about 7 01). 

1 Some were physicians, others were 
engaged in education. See. 

* ‘ Pattern et Circenses ; ’ such is the 
satirist’s account of the only two things 
for which the Roman populace was 
really anxious. 

* Whether the wail of Servius in¬ 


cluded any portion of the opposite side 
of the river or not (a question which 
is disputed among the topographers 
of the Italian and German schools), a 
suburb existed there under the imperial 
regime. 

» Juv. xiv. 202; Mart. 1. 42, 109; 
vi. 93. 

» We leant this from Philo. 

7 The modem Ghetto is in the fllthy 
quarter between the Capitoline Hill 
and the old iabrician Bridge, which 
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„ under the Caesars than under the Popes. Here then, on the level 
ground, between the windings of the muddy river, and the base of 
that hill 1 from the brow of which Porsena looked down on early 
Rome, and where the French within these few years have planted 
their cannon,—we must place the home of those Israelitish families 
among whom the Gospel bore its first-fruits in the metropolis of the 
world: and it was on these bridges, 2 —which formed an immediate 
communication from the district beyond the Tiber to the Emperor’s 
household and the guards on the Palatine,—that those despised 
Jewish beggars took their stand, to whom in the place of their 
exile had come the hopes of a better citizenship than that which 
they had lost. 

The Jewish community thus established in Rome, had its first 
beginnings in the captives brought by Pompey after his eastern 
campaign. 3 Many of them were manumitted ; and thus a great 
proportion of the Jews in Ij/jiue were freedmen.* ‘ Frequent acces¬ 
sions to their numbers were made as years went on,—chiefly from 
the mercantile relations which subsisted between Rome and the 
East. Many of them were wealthy, and large sums were sent 
annually for religious purposes from Italy to the mother country. 5 
Even the proselytes contributed to these sacred funds. 6 It is dif¬ 
ficult to estimate the amount of the religious influence exerted by 
the Roman Jews upon the various Heathens around them : but all 
our sources of information lead us to conclude that it was very 
considerable. 7 So long as this influence was purely religious, we 
have no reason to suppose that any persecution from the civil 
power resulted. It was when commotions took place in consequence 
of expectations of a temporal Messiah, or when vague suspicious of' 
this mysterious people were more than usually excited, that the 
Jews of Rome were cruelly treated, or peremptorily banished. Yet 
from all these cruelties they recovered with elastic force, and from 
all these exiles they returned; and in the early years of Nero, 
which were distinguished for a mild and lenient government of the 
Empire, 8 the Jews in Rome seem to have enjoyed complete tolera- 


leads to the island, and thence to the 
Trastevere. It is surrounded by walls, 
and the gates are closed every night 
by the police. The number of Jews 
is about 8000, in a total population of 
150,000. 

1 Tile Janiculum. 

’ * Mart. x. 5. See Juv. iv. 116; v. 
8 ; xiv. 134. 

3 See p. 15. The first introduction 
of the Jews to Rome was probably the 
embassy of the Maccabees. 

4 This we have on the authoritv of 
Philo. 

4 Here again Cicero confirms what 
we learn from Philo. 

• Tac. Hitt. v. 6. 

7 The very passages (and they are 
numerous) which express hatred of the 
Jews imply a sense of their influence. 


Again, many Jews were Roman citizens, 
like Josephus and St. Paul: and there 
were numerous proselytes at Rome, 
especially among the women (see for 
instance Joseph. Ant. xviii. 8. 6). As 
in the case of Greece, the conquest of 
Judiea brought Rdme under the influ¬ 
ence of her captive. Hence Seueca's 
remark, in reference to the Jews : * The 
conquered gave laws to their con¬ 
querors.’ 

8 The good period of Nero’s reign— 
the first quinquennium —had not yet 
expired. The full toleration of the 
Jews in Rome is implied in the narra¬ 
tion of St. Paul’s meeting with the 
elders, as well as in a passage which 
might be quoted from the satirist 
Persius. 
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tion, and to have been a numerous, wealthy, and influential com- 

m, Tht y 6hristians doubtless shared the protection which was extended 
to the Jews. They were hardly yet sufficiently distinguished as a 
self-existent community, to provoke any independent hostility. It 
is even possible that the Christians so far as they were known as 
senarate were more tolerated than the Jews ; for, not having the 
same ex’plctation of an earthly hero to deliver them, they had no 
™Htical P ends in view, and would not be in the same danger of 
^ the suspicion of the govofmnont. Yet we should fall into a 

serious g eSor“if we were to suppose that all the Christians in Rome, 
or tho majority of them, had formerly been Jews or Proselytes; 
though this was doubtless true of its earliest members, who may 
have been of the number that were dispersed aftoi the first Pen¬ 
tecost or possibly, disciples of our Lord Himself. It is impossible 
te awive at any bertaifl conclusion concerning the first origin and 
earWrowth of the Church in Rome though, from the manifold 
links between the city and the provinces, it is easy to account for 
the formation of a large and flourishing community. Its history 
before the year 61 might be divided into three periods, separated 
from each other by the banishment of the Jews from Rome in the 
reign of Claudius,* and the writing of St. Paul’s letter from Corin . 
Even in the first of these periods there might be points of "’na¬ 
tion between the Roman Church and St. Paul ; for some of those 
whom hl sTlutes (Rom. xvi. 7, 11) as ‘ kinsmen,’ are also said to 
have been ‘ Christians before him.’ In the second period 14 
well be doubted that a very close connection began ^ 

“and some of the conspicuous members and principal teachers of tho 
Roman Church. The expulsion of the Jews in consequence of the 
S of Claudius, brought them in large numbers to the chief towns 
of the Levant • and there St. Paul met them in the synagogues. 
We have seen what results followed from his meeting with Aqiula 
and Priscilla at Corinth. They returned to Rome with all the 
stores of spiritual instruction which he hail given them ;^ 

Epistle to the Romans we find him, as is natural ^lutmg them 
thus —‘ Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my helpers in Christ Jesus who 
have for mv sake laid down their own necks : unto whom not only 
*»o »'.l Churohee of .h. Ctanbk. 

the Church thift is in their house. All this reveals to us a 

amount of devoted exertion on behalf of one '“S? C StoPauT 
tion in Rome; and all of it distinctly connected with bt. Paul. 
And this is perhaps only a specimen of other cases of the like kind 
SKSTiSSSUi Whom h. n«n»Jh.toh 

fruits of Asia’ * (v. 6), and who may have had the same ciose 
toLation to him diming his long ministration at xm), 

which Aauila and Priscilla had at Corinth. Nor must we mrgei 
those women, whom he singles out ^ pS’ 

Zt ZS EX <t. -«• *vpi— 

. See pp. 497, 498. 4 _ For th « r<UuUn * • 684 



680 The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. o [ch. 

Tryphosa, and the unknown mother of Rufus (v. 13). We 
cannot doubt, that, though the Church of Rome may have received 
its growth and instruction through various channels, many of 
them were connected, directly or indirectly, with St. Paul; and 
accordingly he writes, in the whole of the letter, as one already in 
intimate relation with a Church which he has never seen. And 
whatever bonds subsisted between this Apostle and the Roman 
Christians must have been drawn still closer when the letter had 


been received ; for from that time they were looking forward to a 
personal visit from him, in his' projected journey to the West. 
Thenceforward they must have taken the deepest interest in all his 
movements, and received with eager anxiety the news of his im¬ 
prisonment at CtBsarea, and waited (as we have already seen) for 
his arrival in Italy. It is indeed but too true that there were 
parties among the Christians in Rome, and that some had a hostile 
feeling against St. Paul himself; 1 yet it is probable that the animo¬ 
sity of the Judaisers was less developed than it was in those 
regions which he had personally visited, and to which they had 
actually followed him. As to the unconverted Jews, the name of 
St. Paul was doubtless known to them; yet were they comparatively 
little interested in his movements. Their proud contempt of the 
Christian heresy would make them indifferent. The leaven of the 
Gospel was working around them to an extent of which they were 
hardly aware. The very magnitude of the population of Rome had 
a tendency to neutralise the currents of party feeling. For these 
reasons the hostility of the Jews was probably less violent than in 
any other part of the Empire. 

Yet St. Paul could not possibly be aware of the exact extent 
of their enmity against himself. Independently, therefore, of his 
general principle of preaching, first to the Jew and then to the 
Gentile, he had an additional reason for losing no time in address¬ 
ing himself to his countrymen. Thus, after the mention of St. Paul’s 
being delivered up to Burras,’ and allowed by him to be separate 
from the other prisoners, 2 the next scene to which the sacred 
historian introduces us is among the Jews. After three days * he 
sent for the principal men among them to his lodging, 4 and en¬ 
deavoured to conciliate their feelings towards himself and the 
Gospel. 

It is highly probable that the prejudices oii these Roman Jews 
were already roused against the Apostle of the Gentiles; or if they 


« See Phil. i. 15. 

* ' By himself,’ v. 16 ; nil indul¬ 
gence probably due to the influence of 

* v. 17. This need not mean three 
complete days. 

4 * Paul called the chief of the Jews 
together,’ v. 17. With regard to tlio 
‘ lodging,’ v. 28, we are convinced, 
with Wleseler, that it & to be distin¬ 
guished from ' his own hired house,’ 
V. 8% mentioned below. The latter 


was a hired lodging, which he took for 
Ilia permanent residence; and the 
mention of the money he received 
from the Philippians (Phil, iv.) serves 
to show that he would not need the 
means of hiring a lodging. The former 
phrase implies the temporary resi¬ 
dence of a gnest with friends, as in 
Philemon 22. Noihing is more likely 
than that Aquila and Priscilla were his 
hosts at Rome, aa formerly at Corinth. 
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had not yet conceived an unfavourable opinion of him, there waa * 
danger that they would now look upon him as a traitor to his country, 
from the mere fact that he had appealed to the Roman power. He 
might even have been represented to them in the odious light of 
one who had come to Rome as an accuser of the Sanhodrin before 
the Emperor. St. Paul, therefore, addressed his auditors on this 
point at once, and showed that his enemies were guilty of this Very 
appeal to the foreign power, of which he had himself been suspected. 
He had committed no offence against the holy nation, or the 
customs of their fathers; yet his*enemies at Jerusalem had delivered 
him,—one of their brethren—of the seed of Abraliam—of the tribe 
of Benjamin—a Hebrew of the Hebrews,—into the hands of the 
Romans. So unfounded was the accusation, that even the Roman 
governor had been ready to liberate the prisoner; but his Jewish 
enemies opposed his^ liberation. They strove to keep a child of 
Israel in Roman chains. So that he was compelled, as his only 
hope of safety, to appeal unto Ciesar. He brought no accusation 
against his countrymen before the tribunal of the stranger: that 
was the deed of his antagonists. In fact, his only crime had been 
his firm faith in God’s deliverance of his people through the Messiah 
promised by the Prophets. ‘ For the hope of Israel,’ he concluded, 

‘ I am bound with this chain ,’ 1 

Their answer to this address was reassuring. They said that they 
had received no written communication from Jndcea concerning 
St. Paul, and that none of ‘ the brethren’ who had arrived from the 
East h»wl spoken any evil of him. They furthor expressed a wish to 
hear from himself a statement of his religious sentiments, adding 
that the Christian sect was everywhere spoken against. 3 There was 
perhaps something hardly honest in this answer; for it seems to 
imply a greater ignorance with regard to Christianity than we can 
suppose to have prevailed among the Roman Jews. But with 
regard to Paul himself, it might well be true that they had little 
information concerning him. Though he had been imprisoned long 
at Coesarea, his appeal had been mado only a short time before 
winter. After that time (to use the popular expression), the sea 
was shut; and the winter had been a stormy one ; so that it was 
natural enough that his case should bo first made known to the 
Jews by himself. All these circumstances gave a favourable open¬ 
ing for the preaching of fhe Gospel, and Paul hastened to take 
advantage of it, A day was fixed for a meeting at his own private 
lodging. 

They came in great numbers 4 at the appointed time. Then 
followed an impressive scene, like that at Troas (Acts xxi.)—the 
Apostle pleading long and earnestly,—bearing testimony oonoem- 
ing the kingdom of God,—and endeavouring to persuade them by 
arguments drawn from their own Scriptures,—‘ from morning till 
evening.'* The result was a division among the auditors*—‘not 


1 ver. 17-20. * ver. 21, 22. 

* ‘When they bad appointed him 
a day/ 


4 ‘Then ctme many/ 

* v. 28. 

* ‘Some believed the things which 
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peace but a a word,’—the division which "has resulted ever since, 
when the Truth of God has encountered, side by side, earnest 
conviction with worldly indifference, honest investigation with 
bigoted prejudice, trustful faith with the pride of scepticism. After 
a long and stormy discussion, the unbelieving portion departed; 
but not until St. Paul had warned them, in one last address, that 
they*were bringing upon themselves that awful doom of judicial 
blindness, which was denounced in their own Scriptures against 
obstinate unbelievers ; that the salvation which they rejected would 
be withdrawn from them, -and the inheritance they renounced 
would be given to "the Gentiles.' The sentence with which he gave 
emphasis to this warning was that passage in Isaiah, which is more 
often quoted in the New Testament than any other words from the 
Old,’—which recurring thus with solemn force at the very close of 
the Apostolic history, seems to bring very strikingly together the 
Old Dispensation and the New, and to connect the ministry of Our 
Lord with that of His Apostles :—‘ ©0 imto tip* pfopD »nb bay: 
Rearing yf bb«n bfnv nub bljnll not uubErbtanb, nub berfng pc 
jfl&all bee anb bball nut perceibe: for tlje bwrt of tljtb people ib 
tuayeb grow, anb tljcir rarb are bull of bearing, anb tljefr epeb 
babe tbep rtobcb; Irbt they bboulb bee fiaitb tbetr epeb, anb bear 
toitb Ibeir earb, anb unberbtanb tottb tbcir heart, anb bbbulb be 
tonberleb, anb 5 bboulb beat them .’ 5 

A formal separation was now made between the Apostle of the 
Gentiles and the Jews of Rome. They withdrew to dispute con¬ 
cerning the ‘ sect ’ which was making such inroads on their pre¬ 
judices^. 29). He remained in his own hired house 4 —where the 
indulgence of Burrus permitted him to reside, instead of confining 
him within the walls of the Praetorian barrack. We must not 
forget, however, that he was still a prisoner under military custody, 

_chained by the arm , 5 both day and night, to one of the imperial 

body-guard,—and thus subjected to the rudeness and caprice of an 
insolent soldiery. This severity, however, was indispensable ac¬ 
cording to the Roman law; and he received every indulgence which 
it was in the power of the Prmfect to grant. He was allowed to 
receive all who came to him (v. 30), and was permitted, without 
to preach boldly the kingdom of God, and teach the 
things of the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 31)-, . 

Thus was fulfilled his long cherished desire ‘to proclaim the 
Gospel to them that were in Rome also ’ (Rom. i. 16). Thus ends 
the Apostolic History, so far as it has been directly revealed. Here 
the th read of sacred narrative, which we have followed so long, is 


were spoken, and some believed not. 
And when they agreed not among 
themselves,’ Ac. 

1 v.28. 

* ver. 24-28. 

* Iaa.'M. % 10 (LSX). -Quoted also 
by oar Lord (Matt. xld. 16V and re- 
lined to by 8t. John (John nii. 40). 

4 Sea above. 


‘ ‘ With the soldier that kept him,’ 
Acta xxviii. 16. See above, pp. 612, 
618, end compare Eph. vi 20 (‘an am¬ 
bassador in bonds'), Col. iv. 18, Phil. i. 
18. Possibly two soldiers guarded him 
bv night, according to the sentence of 
the Boman law—‘non eostodiam ge¬ 
minate-quoted by Wieeeler. 
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broken Our knowledge of the incidents of his residence 

exclusively from the letters of the Apostle himself. 



Onto ot Nero (with the Harbour of Ostia).' 


sSSsrHS* 
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CHAPTER XXV. 


Delay of St. Paul’s Trial.—His Occupations and Companions during his Im¬ 
prisonment.—lie writes The Epistle to Philemon, The Epistle to the Cohesions, 
and The. Epistle to the Ephesians (sc called). 


We havo seen that St. Paul’s accusers had not yet arrived from 
Palestina, and that their coming was not even expected by the 
Roman Jews. This proves that they had hot left Syria before the 
preceding winter, and consequently that they could not have set 
out on their journey till the following spring, when the navigation 
of the Mediterranean was again open. Thus, they would not reach 
Rome till the summer or autumn of the year 61 a. d . 1 Meanwhile, 
the progress of the trial was necessarily suspended, for the Roman 
courts required 2 the personal presence of the prosecutor. It would 
seeni that, at this time, 3 an accused person might be thus kept in 
prison for an indefinite period, merely by the delay of the pro¬ 
secutor to proceed with his accusation ; nor need this surprise us, if 
we consider how harshly the law has dealt with supposed offenders, 
and with what indifference it has treated the rights of the accused, 
even in periods whose civilisation was not only more advanced than 
that of the Roman Empire, but also imbued with the merciful 
spirit of Christianity. And even when the prosecutors were present, 
and no ground alleged for the delay of the trial, a corrupt judge 
might postpone it, as Felix did, for months and years, to gratify 
the enemies of the prisoner. And if a provincial Governor, though 
responsible for such abuse of power to his master, might venture 
to act in this arbitrary manner, much more might the Emperor 
himself, who was responsible to no man. Thus, we find that Tibe- 


1 About this period (as we learn 
from Josephus) there were two embas¬ 
sies sent from Jerusalem to Rome ; 
viz., that which was charged to conduct 
the impeachment of Felix, and that 
which was sent to intercede with Nero 
on the subject of Agrinpa’s palace, 
which overlooked the Temple. The 
former seems to have arrived in Rome 
in a.i>. CO, the latter in a.d. 61. (Sec 
note on the Chronological Table in Ap- 

f tendix.) It is not impossible that the 
atter embassy, in which was included 
Ishmael the high priest, may have Jieeu 
entrusted with the proJfecution o'f St. 
Paul, in addition to tneir other business. 

* It should be observed that the 
prosecutor on a criminal charge, under 


the Roman law, was not the State (as 
with us the Crown), but any private 
individual who chose to bring an ac¬ 
cusation. 

3 At a later period the suspension 
on the part of the prosecutor of the 
proceedings during a year, was made 
equivalent to an abandonment of it, 
and amounted to an abolitio of the 
process. In the time of Nero the pro¬ 
secutors on a public charge were liable 
to" punishment if they abandoned it 
from corrupt motives, by the Senatus 
Consultum Tuqtilianum. See Tacitus, 
Ann. xiv. 41. This law was passed 
a.d. 61, and was afterwards interpreted 
by the jurisconsults as forbidding an 
accuser to withdraw his accusation. 
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rius was in the habit of delaying the hearing of causes, and retain-* 
ing the accused in prison unheard, merely out of procrastination. 1 * 
So that, even after St. Paul’s prosecutors had arrived, and though 
we were to suppose them anxious for the progress of the trial, it 
might still have been long delayed by the Emperor’s caprice. But 
there is no reason to think that, when they came, they would have 
wished to press on the cause. From what had already occurred 
they had every reason to expect the failure of the prosecution. In 
fact it had already broken down at its first stage, and Festus had 
strongly pronounced his opinion'of the innocence * of the accused. 
Their hope of success at Rome must have been grounded either on 
influencing the Emperor’s judgment by private intrigue, or on 
producing further evidence in support of their accusation. For 
both these objects delay would be necessary. Moreover, it was 
quite in accordance with the regular course of Roman jurisprudence, 
that the Courf shoukf grant a long suspension of the cause, on the 
petition of the prosecutor, that he might bo allowed time to procure 
the attendance of witnesses 3 from a distance. The length of time 
thus granted would depend upon the remoteness of the place where 
the alleged crimes had been committed. We read of an interval of 
twelve months permitted during Nero’s reign, in the case of an 
accusation against Suilius, 4 for misdemeanours committed during 
his government of Proconsular Asia. The accusers of St. Paul 
might fairly demand a longer suspension ; for they accused him of 
offences committed not only in Palestine (which was far more 
remote than Proconsular Asia from Rome), but also over the 
whole 1 * ^Empire. Their witnesses must be summoned from Judaja, 
from Syria, from Cilicia, from Pisidia, from Macedonia. In all 
cities, from Damascus to Corinth, in all countries, ‘from Jerusalem 
round about unto Illyricum,’ must testimony be sought to provo 
the seditious turbulence of the ringleader of the Nazarenes. The 
interval granted them for such a purpose could not be less than a 
year, and might well be more." Supposing it to be the shortest 
possible, and assuming that the prosecutors reached Romo in 
August a.d. 61, the first stage of the trial would be appointed to 
commence not before August a.i>. 62. And when this period arrived, 
the prosecutors and the accused, with their witnesses, must have 
been heard on each of the charges separately (according to Nero’s 
regulations,) 7 and Sentence* pronounced on the first charge before 


1 Joseph. Ant. xviii. 6. 5. 

* Acts xxv. 25, and xxvi. 32. 

3 A good instance is given in Taci¬ 
tus, Ann. xiii. 52. This was in a case 
where the accused had been proconsul 
in Africa. We may observe that the 
attendance of the witnesses for the pro¬ 
secution could be. legally enforced. 

4 Tac. Ann. xiii. 43. 

* ‘A mover of sedition among the 
Jews throughout the world,’ Acts xxiv. 

5. 

* Another cause of delay, even if the 
prosecutors did not make the demand 


for suspension, would have been tbe 
loss of tlie official notice of the case for¬ 
warded by Festus. No appeal (ns we 
have before observed) could l>e tried 
without a rescript (called A/xitio/i or 
litenr //imimwriit) from the inferior to 
the superior judge, stating full pat- 
ticulars of the case. Such documents 
might well have been lost in the wreck 
at Malta. 

7 It was Nero’s practice, as Suetonius 
tells us (AVro, 16), * to take the heads 
of accusation singly.' 



686 The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. {ch. 

the second was entered into. Now, the charges against St. Paul 
were divided (as we have seen) into three 1 * separate heads of 
accusation. Consequently, the proceedings, which would of course 
be adjourned from time to time to suit the Emperor’s conveni¬ 
ence, may well have lasted till the beginning of 03, at which 
time St. Luke’s narrative would lead us to fix their termination. 3 

Dhring the long delay of his trial, St. Paul was not reduced, as 
he had been at Caesarea, to a forced inactivity. On the contrary 
he was permitted the freest intercourse with his friends, and was 
allowed to reside in a house of a sufficient size to accommodate the 
congregation which flocked together to listen to his teaching. The 
freest scope was given to his labours, consistent with the military 
custody under which he was placed. We are told, in language 
peculiarly emphatic, that this preaching was subjected to no re¬ 
straint whatever. 3 And that which seemed at first to impede, must 
really have deepened the impression of his eloquence; for who 
could see without emotion that venerable form subjected by iron 
links to the coarse control of the soldier who stood beside him 1 
how often must the tears of the assembly have been called forth by 
the upraising of that fettered hand, and the clanking of the chain 
which checked its energetic action ! 

We shall see hereafter that these labours of the imprisoned Con¬ 
fessor were not fruitless ; in his own words, he begot many children 
in his chains. 4 * * Meanwhile, he had a wider sphere of action than 
even the metropolis of the world. Not only ‘ the crowd which 
pressed upon him d ily,’ - ' but also ‘the care of all the Chyrches,’ 
demanded his constant vigilance and exertion. Though himself tied 
down to a single spot, he kept up a constant intercourse, by his 
delegates, with his converts throughout the Empire; and not only 
with his own converts, but with the other Gentile Churches, who, 
as yet, had not seen his face in the flesh. To enable him to maintain 
this superintendence, ho manifestly needed many faithful messen¬ 
gers; men who (as he says of one of them) rendered him profitable 
service ; * and by some of whom he seems to have been constantly 
accompanied, wheresoever ho went. 7 Accordingly, we find him, 
during this Roman imprisonment, surrounded by many of his 
oldest and most valued attendants. Luke, 8 his fellow-traveller, 
remained with him during his bondage; Timotlieus, 0 his beloved 
son in the faith, ministered to him at ‘Rome, Sis he had done in 
Asia, in Macedonia, and in Achaia. Tychicus, 10 who had formerly 
borne him company from Corinth to Ephesus, is now at hand to 


1 See above, p. 608. 

* We need not notice the hypothesis 
of Btlttger, that St. Paul’s imprison¬ 
ment at Rome only lasted five days. 
It has already been refuted by Neander 
and Wieseler. 

3 Acts xxviii. 8X: ‘ teaching .... 

with all confidence, no man forbidding 
him.’ 4 Philem. 10. 

4 8 Cor. xi. 28. *2 Tim. iv. 11. 

7 Comp. Acta xix. 22: ‘ two of them 

that ministered to him-’ 


8 Col. iv. 14; Philem. 24. Luke 
seems, however, to have been absent 
from Rome when the Epistle to the 
Philippians was written. 

9 Philem. 1 ; Col. i. 1 ; Phil. i. 1. 

10 Col. iv. 7; Eph. vi. 21; cf. Acts 
xx. 4 ; and Tit. iii. 12. [St. Paul 
himself was not actually at Ephesus. 
It is very possible that Tychicus went 
thither from Miletus. See Acts xx. 16, 
88. II.] 
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cany his letters to the shores which they had visited together. 
But there are two names amongst his Roman companions. whicE 
excite a peculiar interest, though from opposite reasons,—the names 
of Demas and of Mark. The latter, when last we heard of him, was 
the unhappy cause of the separation of Barnabas and Paul. He 
was rejected by Paul, as unworthy to attend him, because ho had 
previously abandoned the work of the Gospel out of timidity or 
indolence. 1 * It is delightful to find him now ministering obediently 
to the very Apt >stle who had then repudiated his services ; still 
more, to know that he perscvened in this fidelity even to the end,' 4 
and was sent for by St. Paul to cheer his dying hours. Demas, on 
the other hand, is now a faithful ‘ fellow-labourer ’ 3 of the Apostlo; 
but in a few years we shall find that I 10 had ‘ forsaken ’ him, ‘ hav¬ 
ing loved this present world.’ Perhaps we may bo allowed to 
hope, that, as the fault of Demas was the same with that of Mark, 
so the repentance of Mark may have been paralleled by that of 
Demas. ’ 

Amongst the rest of St. Paul’s companions at this time, there 
were two whom he distinguishes by the honourable title of his 
‘fellow-prisoners.’ One of these is Ai-istarchus, 4 the other Epa- 
phras. 5 * With regard to the former, we know that ho was a Mace¬ 
donian of Thessalonica, one of ‘Paul’s companions in travel,’ whoso 
life was endangered by the mob at Ephesus, and who embarked 
with St. Paul at Ciesarea when he set sail for Rome. The other, 
Epaphras, was a Colossian, who must not be identified with the 
Philippian Epapliroditus, another of St. Paul’s fellow-labourers 
during this time. It is not easy to say what was the exact sense in 
which these two disciples were peculiarly feUow-prinmi'r.t 11 of St. 
Paul. Perhaps it only implies that they dwelt in his house, which 
was also his prison. 

But of all the disciples now ministering to St. Paul at Rome, 
none has for us a greater interest than the fugitive Asiatic slave 
Onesimus. He belonged to a Christian named Philemon, a member 
of the Colossian’ Church. But he had robbed 8 his master, and 
fled from Colossie, and at last found his way to Rome. It is difficult 
to imagine any portion of mankind more utterly depraved than the 
associates among whom a runaway pagan slave must have found 
himself in the capital. Profligate and unprincipled as wo know 
even the highest .and mqpt educated society to have then been, 
what must have been its dregs and offal f Yet from this lowest 
depth Onesimus was dragged fox-th by the hand of Christian love. 
Perhaps some Asiatic Christian, who had seen him formerly at his 
master’s house, recognised him in the streets of Rome destitute 
and starving, and had compassion on him ; and thus lie might have 
been brought to hear the preaching of the illustrious prisoner. Or 

1 pp. 128,129,192, 193. 5 Col. i. 7 ; Philem. 23. 

* 2 Tim. iv. 11 : ‘ Take Mark, and 6 The same expression is used of 

bring him with thee; for his services Andronicus and Junias (Horn. xvi.7), 
are profitable to me.’ but of no others except these four. 

4 Philem. 24; cf. CoL iv. 14. 7 For the proof of this see Paley's 

4 CoL iv. 10; cf. Acta xix. 29, and Haras Paulina on Philemon (10-12). 

Acts xxvii. 2, and Philem. 24. • Philem. 18. 
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,it ia not impossible that he may have already known St. Paul at 
Ephdaus, where his master Philemon had’formerly been himself 
converted 1 by the Apostle. However this may be, it is certain that 
Onesimus was led by the providence of God to listen to that 
preaohing now which he had formerly despised. He was converted 
to the faith of Christ, and therefore to the morality of Christ. He 
confessed to St'. Paul his sins against his master. The Apostle 
seems to have been peculiarly attracted by the character of Onesimus; 
and he perceived in him the indications of gifts which fitted him 
for a more important post than any which he could hold as the 
slave of Philemon. He wished * to keep him at Rome, and employ 
him in the service of the Gospel. Yet he would not transgress the 
law, nor violate the rights of Philemon, by acting in this matter 
without his consent. He therefore decided that Onesimus must 
immediately return to his master; and, to make this duty less 
painful, he undertook himself to discharge the sum of which Phi¬ 
lemon had been defrauded. f An opportunity now offered itself for 
Onesimus to return in good company; for St. Paul was sending 
Tychicus to Asia Minor, charged, amongst other commissions, with 
an epistle to Colossee, the home of Philemon. Under his care, 
therefore, he placed the penitent slave, who was now willing to 
surrender himself to his offended master. Nevertheless, he did 
not give up the hope of placing his new convert in a position 
wherein he might minister no longer to a private individual, but to 
the Church at large. He intimated his wishes on the subject to 
Philemon himself, with characteristic delicacy, in a letter which he 
charged Onesimus to deliver on his arrival at Colossm. This letter 
is not only a beautiful illustration of the character of St. Paul, but 
also a practical commentary upon the precepts concerning the 
mutual relations of slaves 3 and masters given in his cotemporary 
Epistles. We see here one of the earliest examples of the mode in 
which Christianity operated upon these relations ; not by any 
violent disruption of the organisation of society, such as could only 
have produced another Servile War, but by gradually leavening 
and interpenetrating society with the spirit of a religion which 
recognised the equality of all men in the sight of God. The letter 
was as follows :— 


1 Philem. 10 appears to state this. 
(See p. 371.) 

* Philem. 18. 

* See Col. Ui. 22 and Eph. vi. 6. St. 
Paul’s attention seems to have been 
especially drawn to this subject at the 
present time; and he might well feel 
the need there was for a fundamental 
change in this part of the social system 
of antiquity, such as the spirit of Christ 
alone could give. In the very year of 
his arrival at Rome, a most frightful 
example was given of the atrocity of 


the laws which ^regulated the relations 
of slaAj to master. The prefect of the 
city (Pedanius Secundus) was killed 
by one of his slaves; and in accord¬ 
ance with the ancient law, the whole 
body of slaves belonging to Pedanius 
at Rome, amounting to a vast multi¬ 
tude, and including many women and 
children, were executed together, al¬ 
though confessedly innocent of all 
participation in the crime. Tao. Ann. 
xiv. 42-46. 
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THE EPISTLE TO PHILEMON . 1 

* Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timotheus the suuuuon. 
brother, To Philemon our beloved friend and 

j FELLOW LABOURER ; AND TO ApPIA 2 OUR BELOVED 
SISTER, 8 AND TO ArCHIPPUS 4 OUR FELLOW SOLDIER, 

and to the Church at thy house. 

3 Grace be to you and peace, from God our Father and 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

4 I thank my God, making mention of thee always i h»nkjji»- 

3 in my prayers, because I hear of thy love and faith yrjjcrs for 

towards the Lord Jesus, and towards all the saints ; on ' 

spraying 8 that thy faith may communicate itself to 
others, and may become workful, .in causing true 
knowledge of all the good which is in us, for Christ’s 

7 service. For I have great joy and consolation in thy 
love, because the hearts of the saints have been com¬ 
forted by thee, brother. 

8 Wherefore, although in the authority of Christ I J{ 1 c e tl ^ c v ‘* u f “. r 

9 might boldly enjoin upon thee that which is befit- $ oe »- * 
ting, yet for love’s sake I rather beseech thee as Paul oneiimu*. 

10 the aged, and now also prisoner of Jesus Christ. I 
beseech thee for my son, whom I have begotten in 

1 i/ny chains, Onesimus; who formerly was to thee un¬ 
profitable,® but now is profitable both to thee and 

12 me. Whom I have sent back to thee ; 7 but do thou 


1 With respect to the (late of this 
Epistle, the fact that it was conveyed 
by Oneaimns (compare Col. iv. 9), and 
the persons mentioned as with St. Paul 
at the time (Philem. 23,24, compared 
with Col. iv. 12-14), prove that it 
was Bent to Asia Minor, together with 
the Epistle to the Colossians, the date 
of which is discussed ill a note on the 
begining of that Epistle. * • 

* We are told by Chrysostom that 
she was the wife of Philemon, which 
seems probable from the juxtaposition 
of their names. 

* ‘Sister’ is added in many of the 
best MSS. 

* Archippus was apparently a pres- 
J by ter of the church at Colossal or per¬ 
haps an evangelist resident there on a 
special mission (compare Cob iv. 17) : 
from the present passage he seems to 
Save lived in the house of Philemon. 

s ‘ That ’ is to be joined with verse 
4, as stating the object of the prayer 
there, mentioned, while verse 5 gives 


the subject of the thanksgiving. This 
is Chrysostom’s view, against which 
Meyer’s objections appear inconclusive. 
The literal English of verse 8 is as 
follows: that the communication of Iliy 
faith may become workful, in true 
knowledge of all good which ie in uu, 
for Christ. The latter words are very 
obscure, but the rendering adopted in 
the text appears to make the best 
sense. The best MSS. are divided 
between Christ and Christ Jesus ; but 
agree in reading ‘ in us,' not ‘ in you.' 

0 Most modem commentators sup¬ 
pose a play on the name Onesimus, 
which means useful-, but there seems 
scarcely sufficient ground for this, and 
it was never remarked by the ancient 
Greek commentators, whose judgment 
011 such a point would be entitled to 
most deference. 

7 Many of the best MSS. add * to 
thee.’ the omission of the imperative 
makes no difference in the sense 1 but 
it is characteristic of St. Paul's abrupt 
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receive him as my own 1 flesh and blood. For 1 1.3 
would gladly a retain him with myself, that he might 
render service to me in thy stead, while I am a pri¬ 
soner for declaring the Glad-tidings ; but I am un- u 
willing to do anything without thy decision, that thy 
kindness may not be constrained, but voluntary. 
For perhaps to this very end he was . parted from 15 
thee for a time, that thou mightest possess him for 
ever ; no longer as a bondsman, but above a bonds -16 
man, a brother beloved ; very dear to me, but how 
much more to thee, being thine both in the flesh and 
in the Lord. If, then, thou count me in fellowship 17 
with thee, receive him as myself. But whatsoever is 
he has wronged thee of, or owes thee, reckon it to 19 
my account (I, Paul, write 3 this with my own hand); 

I will repay it; for I would not say to thee that thou 2f 
owest me even thine own self besides. Yea, brother, 
let me have joy of thee in the Lord; comfort my 
heart in Christ . 4 

I write to thee with full confidence in thy obedi- 21 1 
ence, knowing that thou wilt do even more than I I 
say. But, moreover, prepare to receive me as thy 22 
guest; for I trust that through your 8 prayers I shall 
be given to you. 

There salute thee Kpaphras my fellow-prisoner £ 23 : 
in Christ Jesus, Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, and 21 j 
Luke, my fellow-labourers. 1 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your 25 j 
spirits . 7 ] 


While Onesimus, on the arrival of the two companions at Co- 
lossse, 8 hurried to the house of his master with the letter which we 


and rapid dictation. [If, with the 
beat MSS., we omit the imperative, 
we find it in v. 17 : and the inter¬ 
mediate matter is practically paren¬ 
thetic. H.] 

1 Children were called the anKSy yea 
of their parents. 

* The imperfect here, and aorist in 
the preeding and following verse, are 
used, according to classical idiom, 
from the position of the reader of the 
letter. 

s See the proceeding note. 

4 * Christ ’ is the reading of the best 
MSS. 

4 Observe the change from singular 
to plural here, and in verse 25. 

* ‘Fellow-soldier,’ as we have be¬ 


fore remarked, perhaps means only 
that Epaphras had voluntarily shared 
Paul’s imprisonment at Rome by tak¬ 
ing up his residence with him, in the 
lodging where he was guarded by the 
‘soldier that kept him.’ 

1 The Amen as usual is interpolated. 

8 Though we have come to tne con¬ 
clusion that St. Paul had not himself 
(at this time) visited Colossse, yet it is 
handy possible to read these Epistles 
without feeling an interest in the *• 
scenery and topography of ita vicinity. 
The upper part of the valley of the 
Mseamier, where this city, with its 
neighbour-cities Hierapolis and Lao- 
dicea (Col. ti. 1, iv. 13; Rev. iii. 14), 
was situated, has been described by 
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have just read, Tychicua proceeded to discharge his commission 
likewise, by deliveringfto the Presbyters the Epistle with which he 
was charged, that it might be read to the whole Colossian Church 
at their next meeting. The letter to the Colossians itself gives us 
distinct information as to the cause which induced St. Paul to 
write it. Epaphras, the probable founder of that Church (Col. i. 7), 
was now at Rome, and he had communicated to the Apostle *the 
unwelcome ladings, that the faith of the Colossians was in danger 
of being perverted by false teaching. It has been questioned 
whether several different systefns of error had been introduced 
among them, or whether the several errors combated in the Epistle 
were parts of one system, and taught by the same teachers. On 
the one side we find that in the Epistle, St Paul warns the Colos¬ 
sians separately against the following different errors :—First, A 
combination of angel-worship and asceticism; Secondly, A self-styled 
philosophy or gnosis Which depreciated Christ; Thirdly, A rigid 
observance of Jewish festivals and Sabbaths. On the other side, 
First, the Epistle seems distinctly (though with an indirectness 
caused by obvious motives) to point to a single source, and even 
a single individual, as the origin of the errors introduced; and. 
Secondly, we know that at any rate the two first of these errors, 
and apparently the third also, were combined by some of the early 
Gnostics. The most probable view, therefore, seems to be, that some 
Alexandrian Jew had appeared at Oolosste, professing a belief in 
Christianity, and imbued with the Greek ‘philosophy’ of the school 
of Philo, but combining with it the Rabbinical theosophy anil 
angelology, which afterwards was embodied in the Cabbala, and an 
extravagant asceticism, which also afterwards distinguished several 
sects of the Gnostics. 1 In short, one of the first heresiarchs of the 
incipient Gnosticism had begun to pervert the Colossians from the 
simplicity of their faith. We have seen in a former chapter* how 
great was the danger to be apprehended from this source, at the 
stage which the Church had now reached ; especially in a church 
which consisted, as that at Colossal did, principally of Gentiles 
(Col. i. 25-27, Col. ii. 11) ; and that, too, in Phrygia,* where the 
national character was so prone to a mystic fanaticism. We need 
not wonder, therefore, that St. Paul, acting under the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit, should have thought it needful to use every 
effort to counteract* the gsowing evil. This he does, both by 


many travellers; and tlie illustrated 
works on Asia Minor contain several 
views, especially of the vast and sin¬ 
gular petrifactions of Hierapolis (Pam- 
bouk-Kaleesi). Colossal was older than 
either Laodicea or Hierapolis, and it 
fell into comparative insignificance as 
they rose into importance. In the 
Middle Ages it became a place of some 
consequence, and. was the birthplace of 
the Byzantine writer Nicetas Choniates, 
who tells us that Chon* and Colons* 
wore the same place. A village celled 
donas still remains, the proximity of 
which to the ancient Co losses is proved 


by the correspondence of the observed 
phenomena with what Herodotus says 
of the river Lyots. The neighbour¬ 
hood was explored by Mr. Arundel 
(S*ren Churches , p. 158. Asia Minor, 
u. 160), but Mr. Hamilton was the 
first to determine the actual site of 
the ancient city. ( Researches, I. 508.) 

1 See pp. 30 and 355, 856. 

* Chap. XIII. 

* See pp. 181-184; and alto the ac¬ 
count of the Airly Phrygian Gnostics 
in the lately discovered * Refutation d 
Heresies; book v. 
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'oontradioting the doctrinal errors of the new system, and by incul¬ 
cating, as essential to Christianity, that pur 6 morality which these 
early heretics despised. Such appears to have been the main pur¬ 
pose of the following Epistle. 


THE EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS . 1 


salutation. Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the will of God, i. 

and Timotheus the brother, to the holy and 2 
FAITHFUL BRETHREN IN CHRIST WHO ARE AT CO- 
LOSS.*, 4 

Grace be to you, and peace from God our Father . 3 
5brthereon* I 4 give continual thanks to God 6 the Father of3 
venton. our Lord Jesus Christ, in my prayers for you (since 4 
I heard of your fpith in Christ Jesus, ctnd your love 
to all the saints), because 6 of the hope laid up for 5 
you in the heavens, whereof you heard the promise 7 
in the truthful Word of the Glad-tidings ; which isG 
come to you, as it is through all the world; and 
everywhere it bears fruit and 8 grows, as it does also 
among you, since the day when first you heard it, 
and learned to know truly the grace of God. And 7 
thus you were taught by Epaphras my beloved fellow- 
bondsman , 9 who is a faithful servant of Christ on 
your behalf. And it is he who has declared to me 8 
your love for me 10 in the Spirit. * 


1 The following are the grounds for 
the date assigned to this Epistle. 

(1.) It was written in prison at the 
same time as that to Philemon, and 
sent by the same messenger (iv. 7-9). 

(2.) It was not written in Csesarea— 

(a) Because while writing St, 
Paul was labourin', for the 
Gospel (iv. 8, 4), which he did 
not nt Ctesarea (Acts xxviii. 
31). 

(b) Because he could not have 
expected at Ctesarea to be soon 
coining to Phrygia (Acts xxiii. 
11, xix. 21; Kom. 1 . 13; Acts 
xx. 26), whereas while writing 
this be expected soon to visit 
Phrygia (Philem. 22). 

(8.) The indications above men¬ 
tioned all correspond with Rome. 
Moreover Timotheus was with him, 
as we know he was at Rome, from 
Phil. i. 1. 

1 Many of the best MSS. have 
Colastts; and this form is found in 
some Of the later Greek writers. 

t Tin words * And our Lord Jesus 
Christ,* with which St. Paul in all 


other cases concludes this formula, of 
benediction, are omitted here in the 
best MSS. Chrysostom remarks on the 
omission. 

4 See note on 1 These, i. 2. 

6 ‘And’ is omitted by the best MSS. 

6 It seems more natural to take the 
preposition thus, as in v. 9, than to 
connect it with the preceding verse. 

7 ‘ Before.’ The information regard¬ 
ing the hope had been received by them 
here ,before its. fulfilment. Olshausen. 

* The MSS. add this to the T. R. 

9 Epaphras is the same name with 
Epaphroditu* ; but this can scarcely be 
the same person with that Epaphro- 
ditus who brought the contribution 
from Philippi to Rome about this time. 
This was a native of Colossse (see iv. 
12), the other was settled at Philippi, 
and held office in the Philippian 

’ Church. 

10 This interpretation (which is Chry¬ 
sostom’s) seems the most natural. Their 
love for St. Paul was in the Spirit be¬ 
cause they had never seen him in the 
fieth. 
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9 Wherefore I also, since the day when first I heardJJjjjywj** 
it, cease not to pray for you, and to ask of God that ftcUon - 
) you may fully attain to the knowledge of His will ; 
that 1 * in all wisdom and spiritual understanding you 
may walk worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all 
things; that you may bear fruit in all good works 
1 and grow continually in the knowledge of God ; that 
you may be strengthened to .the uttermost in the 
strength of His glorious power, to bear all sufferings 
l with stedfastness and with joy, giving thanks 9 to the 
Father who has fitted us to share the portion of the 
saints in the light. 

3 For He has delivered us from the dominion of Atonement 
darkness, and "transplanted us into, the kingdom of reisMy"r 

4 His beloved Son, in whom we have our redemption, 3 ' r * 

5 the forgiveness of our sins. Who is a visible 4 imago 
r, of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation ; for 

in 5 Him were all things created, both in the heavens 
and on the earth, both visible and invisible, whether 
they be Thrones, or Dominations, or Principalities, 
or Powers ; 6 by him and for Him 7 were all created. 

7 And He is before all things, and in Him all things 

8 subsist. 8 And Ho is the head of the body, the 
Church ; whereof He is the beginning, as firstborn 


1 The punctuation here adopted con¬ 
nects ‘ in all wisdom,’ &c. with the 
following verb. 

1 The ‘giving thanks’ here seems 
parallel to the preceding pavticiples, 
and consequently the ‘ us ’ is used, not 
with reference to the writer, but gene¬ 
rally, as including both writer and 
readers ; and the particular case of the 
readers (as formerly Heathens) referred 
to In v. 21 (‘ and you ’). 

5 ‘Through His blood ‘has beeif in¬ 
troduced here by mistake from Kph. 
>• 7, and is not found in the best MSS. 

4 It is Important to observe here, that 

St. Paul says not merely that our Lord 

was, when on earth, the visible image 
of God, but that He i* so still. In Him 
only God manifests Himself to man, and 

He is still visible to the eye of faith. 

* ‘ In ’ here must not be confounded 
with ‘ through ’ or ‘ by.’ The existence 
of Christ, the Myot, is the condition of 
•11 Creation ; in Him the Godhead is 
manifested. 

* St. Paul here appears to allude to 
the doctrines of the Coloesian heretics, 
who. taught a system of angel-worship, 


based upon a systematic classification of 
the angelic hierarchy (probably similar 
to that found in the Cabbala), and who 
seem to have represented our Lord as 
only one (ami |>erhnns not the highest) 
of this hierarchy. Other allusions to a 
hierarchy of angels (which was taught 
in the Itabbiniral theology) may be 
found Horn. viii. 38 ; Eph. i. 21, iil. 
10 ; 1 Pet. iii. 22, joined with the 
assertion of their subjection to Christ. 

7 Compare Horn. xi. 86, where ex¬ 

actly the same tiling is said concerning 
God; from which the Inference is 
plain. It appears evident that St. 
Paul insists here thus strongly on the 
creation by Jesus Christ, in opposi¬ 
tion to some erroneous system which 
ascribed the creation to some other 
source; and this was the case with 
the early Gnosticism, which ascribed 
the creation of the world to a Demi¬ 
urge, who was distinct from the man 
Jesus. • 

8 i.e. the life of tile universe is con¬ 
ditioned by His existence, to the 
last note but two. 
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from the dead ; that in all things His place might be 
the first. 

For He willed 1 that in Himself all the Fulness of 
the universe* should dwell; and by Himself he willed i. is 
to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace 20 \ 
by the blood of His cross ; by Himself (I say) to re- * 
concile all things, whether on the earth, or in the 
heavens.* 

TheCoio.-^ And you, likewise, who once were estranged from 21 
5 *l»?henilm an< ^ with your mind at war with Him, when 

w y ou ^ved > n wickedness, yet now He has reconciled 23 

chriSf. in the body of his flesh 4 through death, that He 
might bring you to His presence in holiness, with¬ 
out blemish and yvithout reproach ; if, indeed, you be 23 
stedfast in your faith, with your foundation firmly 
grounded and immovably fixed, and not suffering * 
yourselves to be shifted away from the hope of the 
Glad-tidings which you heard, which has been pub¬ 
lished throughout all the earth,® whereof I, Paul, was 
made a ministering servant. 

st. rani'. And even now I rejoice in the afflictions which I 24 
“reveiuhe bear for your® sake, and I fill up what yet is lacking 
my,tery of of the sufferings 7 of Christ in my flesh, on behalf of 


1 • He willed.’ Most commentators 
suppose an ellipsis of ‘God,’ but the 
instances adduced by De Wette and 
others to justify this seem insufficient; 
and there seems no reason to seek a 
new subject for the verb, when there 
Is one already expressed in the pre¬ 
ceding verse. 

* The word Pleroma is here used by 
St. Paul in a technical sense, with a 
manifest allusion to the errors against 
which he is writing. The early 
Gnostics used the same word to re¬ 
present the assemblage of emanations 
(oonceived as angelic powers) proceed¬ 
ing from the Deity. St. Paul there¬ 
fore appears to say, that the true 
fWasst of tke universe (or, as he calls 
it, chap. li. 9, Aiacn of the Godhead), 
is to be found, not in any angelic hier¬ 
archy (see the remarks introductory 
to this Epistle, page 691), but in Christ 
alone. 

* This statement at the infinite ex- 
t at of the results of Christ’s redemp¬ 
tion (which may well, fill us with re¬ 
verential awe), has been a sore Stumb¬ 
ling-Meek to many commentators, who 
hsve devised various (and some very in¬ 
genious) modes of explaining it away. 


Into these this is not the place to 
enter, ft is sufficient, to observe that 
St. Paul is still led to set forth the true 
greatness of Christ in opposition to the 
angelolatrv of the Colossian heretics; 
intimating that, far from Christ being 
one only of the angelic hierarchy, the 
heavenly hosts themselves stood in 
need of His atonement. Compare Heb. 
ix. 23. 

* Here again is perhaps a reference 
to the Gnostic element in the Colossian 
theosophy. It was Christ Himself who 
suffered death, in the body of His flesh; 
He was perfect man ; and not (as the 
Docetae taught) an angelic emanation, 
who withdrew from the man Jesus be¬ 
fore He suffered. 

4 Literally throughout all the crea¬ 
tion under the thy, which is exactly 
equivalent to throughout all the earth. 
St. Paul of course speaks here hyper- 
bolically, meaning, the teaching which 
you heard from Epaphra* u the mute 
which ha* been published uniuenalty 
by the Ap oette * . 

• St. Paul’s aoArfags were caused 
by his seal on behalf of the Gentile 
converts. 

7 Compare 9 Cor. L *. ‘The auf- 
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25 HiB body, which is the Church ; whereof I was made 
a servant, to minister in the stewardship which God 

26 gave me for yon [Gentiles], that I might fulfil it by 
declaring the Word of God, tho mystery which has 
been hid for ages and generations , 1 but has now been 

27 shown openly to His saints ; to whom God willed to 
manifest how rich, among the Gentiles, is the glory 
of this mystery, which* is Christ in you the hope of 

GLORY. 

28 Him, therefore, I proclaim, warning every man, 
and teaching every man, in all wisdom ; that I may 
bring every man into His presence foil grown in 

29 Christ.® And to this end I labour in earnest con¬ 

flict, according to His working which works in me 
with mighty power. * 

I For I would have you know how great 4 a conflict h« pr»»i 
I sustain for you, and for those at Laodicea, and for in tr 1 ? r 
sail® who have not seen my face in the flesh ; that wl,<,omi 
their hearts may be comforted, and that they may be 
knit together in love, and may gain in all its richness 

3 the full assurance of understanding ; 6 truly to know 
the mystery of God , 7 wherein are all the treasures of 
wisdom and of knowledge® hidden. 

4 I say *this, lest any man should mislead you with anewaroj 
« enticing words. For though I am absent from you mk«wKo“‘ 

in the flesh, yet I am present with you in the spirit, i*S them 


ferings of Christ have come upon me 
above measure; ’ and also Acts lx. 4, 
‘ Why persecutes! thou me.’ St. Paul 
doubtless recollected those words when 
he called his sufferings ‘ the sufferings 
of Christ in his flesh. 

1 Literally, from (i.e. since) the ages 
and the generations, meaning from the 
remotest times, with special reference 
to Hie times of the Mosaic Dispensa¬ 
tion. Compare Horn. ivi. 25 f and 
Titus L 2. 

* The beat MSS are here divided, 
so as to leave it doubtful whether the 
relative belongs to mystery or riches ; 
in either case the sense is the same, 
the riches are the rich abundance con¬ 
tained in the mystery. 

* Jesus is omitted here in the best 
MSS. Perfect denotes praams to the 

ripeness gf maturity. 

4 Alluding to what has just pre¬ 
ceded. 

* Via. all Christians. By the plain 
natural sense of this passage, the 
Colossians are classed among those 


personally unknown to St. Paul. For 
the ‘ they ’ of verse 2 comprehends 
and binds together the Colossians, and 
the Landiccans, with the ‘ all who,' Ac. 
This view is confirmed by i. 4 (where 
Paul had heard of, not witnessed, their 
faith); by i. 7 (where Epupkras is de¬ 
scribed as their founder) ; and by i. 8 
(where their love for Paul has been 
declared to him by Kpaphras, not per¬ 
sonally known by himself. 

■ Compare ‘ spiritual understanding' 
(i. 9). 

v The reading of the MSS. here la 
very doubtful. The reading we have 
adopted is that of Tiachendorfa 2nd 
edition. 

* St. Paul here alludes, as we see 
from the next verse, to those who (like 
the Colossian false teachers) pnrfMfeed 
to be in p o sse s s i on of a higher Gnosis. 
In opposition to them he asserts that 
the depths <d> Gnosis are to be found 
only in the 4 Mystery of God,’ vix. the 
Gospel, or (as he defines it above) 
4 Christ in you.’ 
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rejoicing when I behold your good order, and the 
firmness of your faith in Christ. As, therefore, you ii. 6 
first received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 
Him ; having in Him your root, and in Him the 7 
foundation whereon you are continually 1 built up ; 
persevering stedfastly in your faith, as you were 
taught; and abounding 2 in thanksgiving, 
misnamed Beware 3 lest there be any man who leads you 8 
i^huolojihy, captive 4 by his philosophy, which is a vain deceit, 
chilT' following the tradition of men, 8 the outward lessons 6 

' of childhood, not the teaching of Christ. For in 9 

Him dwells all the Fulness 7 of the Godhead in 
bodily form, and in Him 8 you have your fulness ; JO 
for He is the head of all the Principalities and 11 
Powers. In Him', also, you were circumcised with a 
circumcision not made by hands, even the offcasting 
of the 9 whole body of the flesh, the circumcision 
of Christ; for with Him you were buried in your 12 
baptism, wherein also you were made partakers of 
His resurrection, through the faith wrought in you 


1 Observe the present tense, and com¬ 
pare 1 (Jor. iii. 10. 

* ‘Therein’ is omitted here, as in 
’1’ischendorf’s text. 

3 The following paraphrase of this 
part of the Epistle is given by Nean- 
der:—‘How can you still fear evil 
spirits, when the Father Himself lias 
delivered you from the kingdom of 
darkness, and transplanted you into 
the kingdom of His dear Son, who has 
victoriously ascended to heaven to 
share the divine might of His Father, 
with whom He now works in man; 
when, moreover. He by His sufferings 
has united you with the Father, and 
freed you from the dominion of all the 
powers of darkness, whom He exhibits 
{as it were) as captives in HU trium¬ 
phal pomp, aud shows their impotence 
to harm His kingdom established among 
men? How can you still let the doubts 
and {bars of your conscience bring you 
into slavery to superstition, when Christ 
has nailed to His cross, and blotted out 
tire record of guilt which testified against 
you in your conscience, and has assured 
to you the forgiveness of all your sins ? 
Again, how can you fear to be polluted 
by outward things, how can you suffer 
yourselves to be in captivity to out¬ 
ward ordinances, wben you have died 
with Christ to all earthly things, and 
are risen with Christ, and live (ac¬ 


cording to vour true, inward life) with 
Christ in heaven? Your faith must 
be fixed on things above, where Christ 
is, at the right hand of Gbd. Your 
life is hid with Christ in God, and be¬ 
longs no more to earth.’ 

4 Literally, who drags you away as 
his spoil. The peculiar form of ex¬ 
pression employed (similar to ‘there 
are some that trouble you,* Gal. 1. 7) 
shows that St. Paul alludes to some 
particular individual at Coloss®, who 
professed to teach a * Philosophy.’ 

5 ‘ The tradition of men ’ is applied 
to the Rabbinical theology (Mark vii. 
8 ). 

6 ‘ Elements of the world’ (cf. Gal. 
iv. 3V referring to the Jewish ordi¬ 
nance, as ‘ a shadow of things to come’ 
(v. 17). 

7 See note on 1. 19. 

3 i.e. by union with Him alone, you 
can partake of the Pleromaof the God¬ 
head, and not (as the Gnostics taught) 
bv initiation into an esoteric system of 
theosophy, whereby men might attain 
to closer connection with some of the 
‘ Principalities and Powers’ of the an¬ 
gelic hierarchy. 

• The casting off, not (as in outward 
circumcision) of a part, but of the 
whole body of the flesh, the whole 
carnal nature. Of the sins in the T. B. 
is an interpolation. 



XXV.], Epistle to the Colossians. 69V 

by God, who raised Him from the dead; and you 

13 also, when you were dead in the transgressions and 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God raised to share His 

M life. For He forgave us* all oar transgressions, and 
blotted out the Writing against ns which opposed us 
with its decrees,® having taken it out of our way, 

15 and nailed it to the cross. And He disarmed the 
Principalities and the Powers® [which fought against 
Him], and put them to opert shame, leading them 
captive in the triumph of Christ . 1 * 3 4 

16 Therefore, suifer not any man to condemn you for jy 4 6 

what you eat or drink,® nor in respect of feast-days, , 

17 °£ new moons, b or sabbaths ; tor these are a shadow 

18 01 things to oome, but the body is Christ’s. Let no ** x 
man succeed in his wish 7 to defraud you of your 
prize, persuading you to self humiliation , 8 and wor¬ 
ship of the angels , 9 intruding 10 rashly into things 
which he has not seen, puffed up by his fleshly mind, 

19 and not holding fast the Head, from whom 11 the 
whole body, by the joints which bind it, draws full 
supplies 12 for all its needs, and is knit together, and 
increases in godly growth. 

1 4 Us’*is the reading of the best 
MSS. 

* The parallel passage (Rph. ii. 15) 
is more explicit, 4 the law of enacted 
ordinances.* 

3 Cf. Eph. vi. 12 ; and see Neander’s 

paraphrase quoted above. 

* * In Him,* i.e. 4 Christ,* the subject 
being* God.’ For the metaphor, com¬ 
pare 2 Cor. ii. 14. 

6 Compare Rom. xiv. 1-17. 

8 The same three Mosaic observances 

are joined together, 1 Cliron. xxiii. 31. 

Compare also Gal. iv. 10. 

7 Lett no man , though he wishes it\ 
this seems the most il&tural explana¬ 
tion of this difficult expression ; it is 
that adopted by Theodoret and Theo- 
phylact. We observe again the refer¬ 
ence to some individual false teacher. 

8 From the combination of this with 
* chastening of the body/ in v. 23, it 
seems to mean an exaggerated self- 
humiliation, like that which has often 
been ioined with ascetic practices, and 
has shown itself by the devotee wear¬ 
ing rags, exposing himself to insult, 
living by beggary, &c. 

9 Mr. Hartley mentions a fact in 

the later Christian bistpry of Colossai 

which is at least curious when consi¬ 


dered in connection with St. Paul’s 
warning concerning nngels, and the 
statement of Herodotus regarding the 
river Lycus. The modern Greeks have 
a legend to this effect:—* An over¬ 
whelming inundation threatened to 
destroy the Christian population of 
that city. They were fleeing before it 
in the utmost consternation, and im¬ 
ploring su|H?rior succour for their de¬ 
liverance. At this critical moment, 
the Archangel Michael descended from 
heaven, opened the chasm in the earth to 
which they still pointy and at this open¬ 
ing the waters of the inundation were 
swallowed up and the multitude was 
saved.’ (lies, in Greece , p 52.) A 
church in honour of the archangel was 
built at the entrance of the chasm. A 
council held at the neighbouring town 
of Iaiodicea, in the 4th century, con¬ 
demned this Angel worship ; aud 
Theodoret speaks of it as existing in 
the same region. 

10 We join vainly (rashly) with what 
precedes. 

11 From whom , not from which f as In 

A. V. # 

11 laterally, furnished with all things 
necessary to its support. 
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r If, then, 1 * when yon died with Christ, you pat away ii. 20 

the childish lessons of outward things, why, as 
though you still lived in outward things, do you 
submit yourselves to decrees (‘ hold* not, taste not, 21 
touch not ’—forbidding the use of things which 
are all made to be consumed in the using 3 ) founded 22 
on the precepts and doctrines of men ? For these 23 
precepts, though they have a show of wisdom, in a 
self-chosen worship, and in humiliation, and chas¬ 
tening of the body, are of no value to check 4 the 
indulgence of fleshly passions. 

Exhortation If, then, 5 you were made partakers of Christ’s iii. 1 
wnM“afl&- resurrection, seek those things which are above, 

Uo “'' where Christ abides, 6 seated on the right hand of 
God. Set your heart on things above, not on things 2 
earthly ; for ye are dead, 7 and your life is hid with 3 > 

Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall 4 
be made manifest, then shall ye also be made mani¬ 
fest 8 with Him in glory. 

A e ain.t Give, therefore, unto death your earthly members ; 5 

pl c r*t5and m " fornication, uncleanness, 9 shameful appetites, un- 
oth«, vice*. na tural desires, and the lust of concupiscence, 10 


1 The reference is to verse 12. The 
literal translation is, if you died with 
Christ, putting away , &c. 

8 Hold is distinguished from touch, 
the former conveying (according to its 
original sense) the notion of close con¬ 
tact and retention , the latter of only 
momentary contact: compare 1 Cor. 
vii. 1, ana also John xx. 17, where the 
words should probably be translated 
‘hold me not,’ or ‘cling not to me.’ 

* This appears to be the best view 
of this very difficult passage, on a com¬ 
parison with 1 Cor. vi. 13, and with 
St. Paul’s general use of this verb. 

4 Literally this is, in reference to 
the indulgence of the flesh. The diffi¬ 
culty of this verse is well known. The 
interpretation which leaves the verse 
a mere statement of the favourable side 
of this Colossian asceticism, unbalanced 

by any contrary conclusion, and with 
nothing to answer to ‘ having a show,' 

Sec. appears very untenable. We 
consider 'in no honour’ here to be 
used as ‘ of no value.* See Acts xx. 

24, Rev. xvii. 4. Since the first edi¬ 

tion of this work was published, we 
have ascertained that the view above 

taken of this verse was proposed by 
Arohbishop Sumner ( Practical Expos, 

in toco), who interprets it: ‘ These 


things are of little honour or value 
against the fulness of the flesh, the 
motions of sin in the membersand 
quotes the LXX. in illustration. 

5 The reference is to ii. 12. 

6 Stronger than ‘ is seated.’ 

7 I.if orally, you have died ; for the 
aorist must here be used for a perfect, 
since it is coupled with a perfect fol¬ 
lowing. 

8 So also in Rom. viii. 19 the coming 
of Christ in glory is identified with the 
manifestation of the sons of God. St. 
Paul declares, that the real nature and 
gloiy of Christ’s people (which Is now 
hidden) will be manifested to all man¬ 
kind when Christ shall come again, 
and force the world to recognise Him, 
by an open display of His majesty. 
The Authorised Version (though so 
beautiful in this passage that it is im¬ 
possible to deviate from it without 
regret), yet does not adequately repre¬ 
sent the original. 

' • Viz. of word as well as deed. 

10 Lust of concupiscence, whence the 
befbrenamed special sins spring, as 
branches from the root. For the 
meaning of the original word see note 
on 1 Cor. v. 11. Lust is called idola¬ 
try, either because impurity was so 
clqeely connected with the Heathen 
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iii. 6 which is idolatry. For these things bring the wrath 

7 of God upon the children of disobedience ; among 
whom you also walked in former times, when you 
lived therein ; but now, with us, 1 you likewise must 

8 renounce them all. Anger, passion and malice must J^JSfSStSi 
be cast away, evil-speaking and reviling put out ofSVTrSSSt" 

9 your mouth. Lie not one to another, but 8 put off' Jir^iuTn. 0 "* 
the old man with his deeds, and put on the new 3 

10 man, who grows continually M a more perfect know- 

11 ledge and likeness of his Creator. 4 Wherein there is 
not ‘ Greek and Jew,’ ‘ circumcision and uncircumci¬ 
sion,’ ‘barbarian,’ ‘Scythian,’ 1 bondsman,’ ‘freeman 

12 but Christ is all, and in all. Therefore, as God’s chosen 
people, holy and beleved, put on tenderness of heart, 
kindness, self-humiliation, 5 gentleness, long-suffering, 

13 forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, 
if any thinks himself aggrieved by his neighbour; 

14 even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And over 
all the rest put on the robe 6 of love, which binds 

15 together and completes the whole. 7 Let the peace of 
Christ 8 rule in your hearts, to which also you were 
called in one body ; and be thankful one 9 to another. 

16 Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly. Teach 
and adrflonish one another in all wisdom. 10 

Let your singing be of psalms, and hymns, and 
spiritual songs, u sung in thanksgiving, with your he 


idol-worship, or because it alienates 
the heart from God. 

1 Fok aim,—you at well at other 
Chrittiani. There should be a comma 
after v. 7, and a full stop in the middle 
of v. 8. Then the exhortation begin- 
ing auger, &c„ follows abruptly, a 
repetition of renounce being understood 
from the sense. 

8 1 Put off.’ The participle is equi¬ 
valent to the imperatAe. CoiBpare 
‘put ok,’ v. 12. 

3 For this use of new compare Heb. 
xii. 24. 

* literally, who it continually re¬ 
newed [present participle] to the attain¬ 
ment of a true knowledge according to 
the likenett of hit Creator. 

* It is remarkable that the very 
same quality which is condemned in 
the false teachers, is here enjoined; 
allowing that it was not their self- 
humiliation which was condemned, 
bat their exaggerated way of showing 
it, and the false system on which it 
was engrafted. 


6 Above all in the sense of over all. 
See Eph. vi. 16. 

7 Literally, which it the bond of com- 
pleteneit. 

9 The great majority of MSS. read 
Chriet. 

9 This is most naturally understood 
of gratitude towards one another, es¬ 
pecially as the context treats of their 
love towards their brethren ; for ingra¬ 
titude destroys mutual love. 

10 The punctuation here adopted 
connects * in all wisdom ’ with what 
follows. The participles are used im¬ 
peratively, as in Kom. xii. 9-16. 

11 The reading adopted is Tiachen- 
dorf’s, a atop being put after the pre¬ 
ceding. St. Paul appears to intend (as 
in Eph. v. 18, 19, which throws light 
on the present passage) to contrast the 
songs which tne Christians were to 
employ at their meetings, with those 
impure or baorbanalian strains which 
they formerly sang at their heathen 
revels. It should be remembered that 
singing always formed a part of the 
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heart, unto 1 God. And whatsover you do, in word iii. n 
or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving i 
thanks to God our Father through Him. ' 

Exhortation Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands, as 18 
ment'ofthi' it is fit in the Lord. 1 , 

mestlc life. Husbands, love your wives, and deal not harshly 19 
with them. 

Children, obey your parents in all things; for 20 
this is acceptable in the Lord. 2 

Fathers, vex not your children, lest their spirit 21 
should be broken. 

of slaves and Bondsmen, obey in all things your earthly mas- 22 

ter; not in eye-service, as men pleasers, but m sin¬ 
gleness of heart, fearing the Lord. 3 " And what- 23 
soever you do, do it heartily, as for the Lord, and 
not for men ; knowing that from the Lord you will 24 
receive the reward of the inheritance ; for you are 
the bondsmen of Christ, our Lord and Master. 4 But 25 
ho who wrongs another will be requited for the wrong 
which he has done, and [in that judgment] there is 
no respect of persons. 5 

Masters, deal rightly and justly with your iv. I 
bondsmen, knowing that you also have a Master 
in heaven. 

Persevere in prayer, and join thanksgiving with 2 
your watchfulness therein ; and pray for me like- 3 
wise, that God would open to me a door of entrance 6 
for His Word, that I may declare the mystery of 
Christ, 7 which is the very cause of my imprison¬ 
ment : pray for me that I may declare it openly, as 14 
ought to speak. 

Conduct to- Conduct yourselves with wisdom towards those 5 
i?o?r’i. u " bc ' without the Church, 8 and forestal opportunity. 9 Let G 
your speech be always gi'acious, “with a seasoning 


entertainment at the banquets of the 
Greeks. Compare also Janies v. 13, 
4 Is any man merry ? Let him sing 
psalms.’ For the ‘ Thanksgiving ’ see 
1 Cor. x. 30, where the same word is 
used. 

1 God is the reading of the best MSS. 

s ‘Acceptable in the Lord’ is the 
reading of the MSS. 

3 ‘The Lord’ is the reading of the 
MSS. 

4 The correlative meanings of Lord 
(Master) and Servant (Slave) give a 


force to this in Greek, which cannot 
be fully expressed in English. 

5 i.e. slaves and masters are equal at 
Christ’s judgment seat. 

6 Compare 2 Cor. ii. 12. 

7 See above, i. 27. 

8 ‘Compare 1 Thess. iv. 12 and 1 
Cor. v. 12. 

9 This is the literal translation. 
Like the English forestal , the verb 
means to bug up an article out of the 
market , in order to make the )aige 3 t 
possible profit from it. 
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of salt, 1 understanding how to give to every man 

a fitting answer. 


7 All that concerns me will be made known to you Minion o t 
by Tychieus, my beloved brother and faithful servant Om-l'in"".*'" 1 

8 and fellow-bondsman in the Lord, whom 1 have sent 
to you for this very end, that ho might learn your 

9 state', and comfort your hearts ; with Onesimus, the 
faithful and beloved brother, your fellow-country¬ 
man ; they will tell you all which has happened here. 

10 Aristarchus, my fellow-prisoner, salutes you, and •yTWtlljjr* 
Marcus, the cousin 2 of Barnabas, concerning whom tSuiirt ill 

11 you received instructions (if he come to you, receive umo ' 
him), and Jesus surnamod Justus. Of the circumci¬ 
sion 3 these only are my fellow-labourers for the 
kingdom of God, who have been a comfort to me. 

12 Epaphras your fellow-countryman salutes you ; a 
bondsman of Christ, who is ever contending on your 
behalf in his prayers, that in ripeness oi under¬ 
standing and full assurance ol beliel, 4 you may abide 

13 stedfast in all the will of God ; for 1 bear him witness 
that he is filled with zeal s for you, and for those in 
Laodicea and Hierapolis. 

14 Luke* the beloved physician, and Benias, salute you. 

15 Salute the brethren in Laodicea, and Nymphas, Mo.-oyo.e,,,, 

It with the Church at his house. And when this letter 

has been read among you, provide that it be read 
also in the Church ot the Laodiceaus, and that ) ( >u 

17 also read the letter from Laodicea. And say to 
Archippus, ‘Take heed to the ministration which 
thou hast received in the Lord’s service, that thou 
fulfil it.’ 


18 The salutation af me, Paul, with my own hand. Autwjjh 
Remember my chains.« Grace be with you J 


4 \v e adopt L'icinnaiin and Ti.-chen- 
dorf’s reading. For the meaning of 


* i.e. free from insipidity. It would 
be well if religious speakers ami 
writers had always kept this precept 
in mind. 

* The original word has the meaning 
of cousin (not nephew') both in classical 
and Hellenistic Greek. 

8 We adopt the punctuation ofLaeh- 
niaiin and Meyer. Literally, these, who 
are of the circumcision, arc ahme 
feliow-workers ; i.e. alone among tho>e 
of the circumcision; for other fellow - 
workers are mentioned below. 


the word, see Korn. iv. 21. 

• r » If, with some MSS., we read totl here, 
it will not materially alter the sense. 

g We have before remarked that the 
right hand, with which h • wrote these 
wonts, was fastened by a chain to the 
left hand of the soldier who was on 
guard over higi. , ,. , 

7 The Amen (as usual) "as added 
by the copyists, and is absent lrom the 
best MSS. 
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, We have seen that the above Epistle to the Colossians, and that 
to Philemon, were conveyed by Tychicus and Onesimus, who 
travelled together from Rome to Asia Minor. But these two were 
not the only letters with which Tychicus was charged. We know 
that he carried a third letter also; but it is not equally certain to 
whom it was addressed. This third letter was that which is now 
entitled the Epistle to the Ephesians;' concerning the destination 
of which (disputed as it is) perhaps the least disputable fact is, that 
it was not addressed to the Church of Ephesus. 4 

This point is established by strong evidence, both internal and 
external. To begin with the former, we remark, First, that it would 
be inexplicable that St. Paul, when ho wrote to the Ephesians, 
amongst whom ho had spent so long a time, and to whom he was 
bound by ties of such close affection (Acts xx. 17, &c.), should not 
have a single message of personal greeting to send. Yet none such 
are found in this Epistle. Secondly, He could not have described 
the Ephesians as a Church Whose conversion he knew only by 
report (i. 15). Thirdly, He could not speak to them, as only 
knowing himself (the founder of their Church) to be an Apostle 
by hearsay (iii. 2), so as to need credentials to accredit him with 
them (iii. 4). Fourthly, He could not describe the Ephesians as so 
exclusively Gentiles (ii. 11, iv. 17), and so recently converted (v. 8, 
i. 13, ii. 13). 

This internal evidence is confirmed by the following external 
evidence also. 

(1.) St. Basil distinctly asserts, that the early writers whom he 
had consulted declared that the manuscripts of this Epistle in their 
time did not contain the name of Ephesus, but left out altogether 
the name of the Church to which the Epistlo was addressed. He 
adds, that the most ancient manuscripts which he had himself seen 
gave the same testimony. This assertion of Basil’s is confirmed by 
Jerome, Epiphanius, and Tertullian. 5 

(2.) The most ancient manuscript now known to exist, namely, 
that of the Vatican Library, fully bears out Basil’s words; for in 
its text it does not contain the words ‘ in Ephesus ’ at all; and they 
are only added in its margin by a much later hand.' 1 

(3.) We know, from the testimony of Marcion, that this Epistle 
was entitled in his collection 1 the Epistle to the Laodiceans.’ And 
his authority on this point is entitled to greater weight from the 
fact, that he was himself a native of the district where we should 
expect the earlier copies of the Epistle to exist. 5 


1 See Eph. vi. 21, 22. 

* [This statement has been blamed, 
as extreme; and perhaps it is too 
strong; but the omission of the words 
‘ in Ephesus ’ from the recently dis¬ 
covered Sinaitic MS. is a strong con¬ 
firmation of the view here expressed. 
«.] 

s Tertullian accuses Marcion of add¬ 
ing the title * to the Laodiceans,’ but 
not of altering the salutation ; whence 
it is clear that the MSS. used by Ter¬ 
tullian did not contain the words ‘ in 


Ephesus.’ It is scarcely necessary here 
to notice the apocryphal Eputola ad 
LuodicenieH, which only exists in La¬ 
tin MSS. It is a mere cento compiled 
from the Epistles to the Galatians and 
Philippians; and was evidently a for¬ 
gery of a very late date, originating 
from the wish to represent the Epistle 
mentioned Col. iv. 16, as not lost. 

4 [See remark above, n. 2, on the 
Sinaitic MS. H.] 

4 Many critics object to receive 
Marcion s evidence, on the ground 
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The above arguments have convinced the ablest modem criticg 
that this Epistle was not addressed to the Ephesians. But there 
has not been by any means the same approach to unanimity on tho 
question, who were its intended readers. In the most ancient 
manuscripts of it (as we have said) no Church is mentioned by 
name, except in those consulted by Marcion, according to which it 
was addressed to the Laodiceans. Now tho internal evidence above 
mentioned proves that tho Epistle was addressed to some particular 
church or churches, who were to receive intelligence of St. Paul 
through Tychicus, and that it«was not a treatise addressed to the 
whole Christian world ; and the form of the salutation shows that 
the name of some place 1 must originally have been inserted in it. 
Again : the very passages in the Epistle which liavo been above 
referred to, as proving that it could not havo been directed to the 
Ephesians, agree perfectly with the hypothesis that it was addressed 
to the Laoditseans. lastly, we know from the Epistle to tho Colos- 
sians, that St. Paul did write a letter'to Laodicea (Col. iv. 10) about 
the same time with that to Col ossa?. * On theso grounds, then, it 
appears the safest course to assume (with Paley, in the llont 
Paulinee ) that the testimony of Marcion (uncontradicted by any 
other positive evidence) is correct, and that Laodicea was one at 
least of the Churches to which this Epistle was addressed. And, 
conseqtiently, as we know not the name of any other Church to 
which it was written, that of Laodicea should be inserted in the 
place which the most ancient manuscripts leave vacant. 

Still, it must be obvious, that this does not remove all the diffi¬ 
culties of the question. For, first it will bo asked, how came the 
name of Laodicea (if originally inserted) to have slipped out of 


that he often made arbitrary altera¬ 
tions in the text of the New Testa¬ 
ment. But this he did on doctrinal 
grounds, which could not induce him 
to alter the title of an Epistle. 

1 Compare the salutations at Rom. 
i. 7; 2 Cor. i. 1 ; Phil. i. 1 ; the ana¬ 
logy of which renders it impossible to 
suppose ‘ those who are ’ used empha¬ 
tically (‘ those who are really Saints'). 
as some commentators mentioned by 
Jerome took it. It Is true that this 
(the oldest known form of the text) 
might be translated * to God’s people 
who are also faithful in Christ Jesus 
but this would make the Epistle ad¬ 
dressed (like the 2nd of Peter) to the 
whole Christian world; which is in¬ 
consistent with its contents, as above 
remarked. 

* De Wette argues that the letter to 
Laodicea, mentioned Col. iv. 16, must 
have been written some time before 
that to Coloesse, and not sent by the 
same messenger, because St. Paul in 
the ColossianEpistle sends greetings to 
Laodicea (Col. iv. 15), which he would 


havo sent directly if he had written to 
Laodicea at the same time. Hut there 
is not much weight in this objection, 
for it was agreeable to St. Paula man¬ 
ner to charge one part of the church to 
salute the other; see Rom. xvi. 3, 
where he says ‘ salute ye,* not * I 
salute.' Moreover it seems most pro¬ 
bable that Col. iv. 16-1H was a jiost- 
seript. added to the Epistle after the 
Epistle to Laodicea was written. It 
is difficult to imagine that tho ‘letter 
from Laodicea ’ (Col. iv. 10) could 
have been received much before that 
to the Colossians, from the manner in 
which it is mentioned, and the fre¬ 
quent intercourse which must hnve oc¬ 
curred between such neighbouring 
churches. The hypothesis of Wieseler, 
that the Laodicean Epistle was that 
to Philemon, is quite arbitrary, and 
appears irreconcilable with the fact 
that Oncsimus is expressly called a 
Colossi an ; ynd was sent to Co lose* on 
this very occasion. See also Hone 
Paulina (in loco). 
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these ancient manuscripts 1 and again, how came it that the majority 
of more recent manuscripts inserted the name of Ephesus ? These 
perplexing questions are in some measure answered by the hypo¬ 
thesis originated by Archbishop Usshcr, that this Epistle was a 
circular letter, addressed not to one only, but to several Churches, 
in the same way as the Epistle to the Galatians was addressed to 
all iihe Churches in Galatia, and thoso to Corinth were addressed 
to the Christians ‘in the whole province of Achaia.’ 1 * On this 
view, Tychicus would have earned several copies of it, differently 
superscribed, one for Laodicea, another, perhaps, for Hierapolis, 
another for Philadelphia, and so on. Hence the early copyists, 
perplexed by this diversity in thoir copies, might many of them be 
led to omit the words in which the variation consisted : and thus 
the state of the earliest known text 1 of the Epistle would be ex¬ 
plained. Afterwards, however, as copies of the Epistle became 
spread over the world, all imported from Ephesus (the commercial 
capital of the district where the Epistle was originally circulated), 
it would be called (in default of any other name) the Epistle from 
Ephesus ; and the manuscripts of it would be so entitled; and 
thence the next step, of inserting the name of Ephesus into the 
text, in a place where some local designation was plainly wanted, 
would be a very easy one. And this designation of the Epistle 
would the more readily prevail, from the natural feeling that St. 
Paul must have written 3 4 some Epistle to so great a Church of his 
own founding as Ephesus. 

Thus the most plausible account of the origin of this Epistle 
seems to be as follows. Tychicus was about to take his departure 
from Rome for Asia Minor. St. Paul had already written 1 his 
Epistle to the Colossians at the request of Epaphras, who had 
informed him of their danger. But Tychicus was about to visit 
other places, which, though not requiring the same warning with 
Oolossuo, yet abounded in Christian converts. Most of these had 
been Heathens, and their hearts might be cheered and strengthened 
by words addressed directly to themselves from the great Apostle 
of the Gentiles, whose face they had never seen, but whose name 
they had learned to reverence, and whose sufferings had endeared 


1 See 2 Cor. i. 1, and p. 440, above. 

a That of the Codex Vaticarms, 
above described as agreeing with the 
moat ancient MSS. seen by Basil. 

3 We cannot doubt that St. Paid did 
write many Epistles which are now lost. 
He himself mentions one such to the 
Corinthians (see pp. 377, 378); and it 
is a mysterious dispensation of Provi¬ 
dence that his Epistles to the two 
great metropolitan churches of Antioch 
and Ephesus, with which he was him¬ 
self so peculiarly connected, should not 
have been preserved to us. 

4 It is here assumed that the Epistle 
to the Colossians was written before 
that (so called) to the Ephesians. This 
appears probable from r. close examina¬ 


tion of the parallel passages in the two 
Epistles; the passages in Ephesians bear 
marks ef being eApanded from those in 
Colossians ; anil the passages in Colos¬ 
sians could not be so welt explained on 
the converse hypothesis, that they were 
a condensation of those in Ephesians. 
We have remarked, however, in n 
previous note, that we must assume 
the reference in Colossians to the other 
Epistle (Col. iv. 1(1), to have been added 
as a postscript; unless we suppose 
that St. Paul there refers to ‘ the 
letter from Laodicea’ before it was 
actually written (as intending to write 
it, and send it by the same mes¬ 
senger), which he "might very well 
have done. 
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him to their love. The scattered Churches (one of which was Lao- 
dicea) 1 had very much in common, and would all be benefited by* 
the same instruction and exhortation. Since it was not necessary 
to meet the individual case of any one of them, as distinct from the 
rest, St. Paul wrote the same letter to them all, but sent to each a 
separate copy authenticated by the precious stamp of his own 
autograph benediction. And the contents of this circular epigtle 
naturally bore a strong resemblance to those of the letter which he 
had just concluded to the Colossians, because the thoughts which 
filled his heart at the time would necessarily find utterance in 
similar language, and because the circumstances of these Churches 
were in themselves very similar to those of the Colossian Church, 
except that they were not infected with the peculiar errors which 
had crept in at Colossie. 2 The Epistle which he thus wrote consists 
of two parts : first, a doctrinal, and, secondly, a hortatory portion. 
The first part contain* a summary, very indirectly conveyed (chiefly 
in the form of thanksgiving), of the Ohristian doctrines taught by 
St. Paul, and is especially remarkable for the great prominence 
given to the abolition of the Mosaic Law. The hortatory part, 
which has been so dear to Christians of every age and country, 
enjoins unity (especially between Jewish and (Jentile Christians), 
the renunciation of Heathen vices, and the practice of Christian 
purity. It lays down rules (the same as those in the Epistle to 
Colosste, only in an expanded form) for the performance of the 
duties of domestic life, and urges these new converts, in the midst 
of the perils which surrounded them, to continue stedfast in watch¬ 
fulness mud prayer. Such is the substance, and such was most 
probably the history, of the following Epistle. 


THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS 
(SO CALLED). 3 

. 1 Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, by the will of God, salutation. 


1 It has been objected to the circular 
hypothesis, that the Kpistle, if meant 
as a circular, would nave been ad¬ 
dressed ‘ to those who are in Asia.* 
But to this it may be •replied t^at on 
our hypothesis the Kpistle was not 
addressed to all the churches in Pro¬ 
consular Asia, and that it was ad¬ 
dressed to some churches not in that 
province. 

* On this part of the subject see the 
Appendix. 

3 In the above introductory remarks 
it is assumed that this Kpistle was co- 
temporary with that to the Colossians, 
which is stated in the Epistle itself (vi. 
21. Compare Col. iv. 7). Its date, 
therefore, is fixed by the arguments in 
p. 692. We may here shortly notice 
the arguments which have been ad¬ 


vanced by some German critics, for 
rejecting the Kpistle altogether as a 
forgery. Their objections against its 
authenticity are principally the follow¬ 
ing. First, The difficulties respecting 
its destination, which have been already 
noticed. Secondly, The want of ori¬ 
ginality in its matter, I lie substance of 
its contents l>eing found also in theCo- 
lossians, or others of St. Paul’s Epis¬ 
tles. This phenomenon has been 
accounted for above (p. 70•*>), and is 
well explained by Paley (I form Vau¬ 
lina). Thirdly, certain portions of the 
doctrinal contents arc thought to indi 
cate a later origin, e.g., the Demono¬ 
logy (ii. 2, and vi. 12). Fourthly, Some 
portions of fhe style arc considered 
un-Pauline. Fifthly. Several worda 
are used in a sense different from that 
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TO THE SAINTS 1 WHO ARE [iN LaODICEA*], AND WHO 
HAVE FAITH IN CHRIST JESUS. 

Grace be to you and peace, from God our Father, i. 
and from our Lord Jesus Christ. 

ThjnkMrtvin* Blessed be God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 3 
telof Christ, who has given us 3 in Christ all spiritual 
mystery given blessings in the heavens. 4 Even as He chose us in 4 
Apostles Him, before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and spotless in His sight. For ins 
His love * He predestined us to be adopted among 
His children through Jesus Christ, according to the 
good pleasure of His will, that we might praise and 6 
glorify His grace, wherewith He, favoured® us in His 
beloved. For in Him we have our redemption 7 
through His blood, even the forgiveness of'our sins, 
in the richness of His grace, 7 which he bestowed up¬ 
on us above measure; and he made known® to us, in 8 
the fulness of wisdom and understanding, the mys- 9 
tery of His will, according to His good pleasure, 
which Ho had purposed in Himself to fulfil, that it 
should be dispensed 9 in the fulness of time ; 10 to make 10 

which they hear in St. Paul’s other > For the translation hero see note 
writings. These three last classes of on 1 Cor. i. 2. 

difficulties we cannot pretend fully to 2 See the preceding remarks, p. 703. 

explain, nor is this the place for their 3 ‘Us’ (here) includes both the 

discussion; but as a general answer to writer and (apparently) the other Apos - 
them we may remark : First, That if we ties ; while * you likewise’ (v. 13) ad- 
had a fuller knowledge of the persons to dresses the readers as distinguished from 
whom, and especially of the amanuensis the writer. 

by whom, the letter was written, they 4 Literally, in the heavenly places. 
would probably vanish. Secondly, That This expression is peculiar to the pre- 
no objector has yet suggested a satis- sent Epistle, in which it occurs five 
factory explanation of the origin of the times 

Kpistie, if it were a forgery ; no motive 5 We join 4 in love ’ with v. 5. 

for forgery can be detected in it; it con- 6 The verbal connection would be 

tains no attack on post-apostolic forms more literally given thus: His favour 
of heresy, no indication of a later dove- wherewith he favoured us. 
lopment of church government. The 7 Comma at the end of verse 7, colon 
very want of originality alleged against in the middle of v. 8, and no stop at 
it would not leave any motive for its the end of v. 8, taking the verb transi- 
forgery. Thirdly, It was unanimously tivelv. 

received as St. Paul's Epistle b}' the 8 This is referred to in iii. 3. Corn- 
early Church, and is quoted by Polycarp pare 4 made known to us the mystery, 
and Irenseus; and, as appears by the &c..’ with ‘made known to me the 
lately discovered work of Hippolytus mystery,’ which proves 4 us* here to 
against heresies (which has appeared correspond with 4 me * there, 
since this was first published), it is 9 Dispensation. According to most 
also quoted most distinctly by Valen- interpreters this expression is used in 
tinus (about 120 a.d.), ^ho rites Eph. this Epistle in the sense of adjustment, 
iii. 14, 16, 17, and 18, verbatim. or preparation ; bnt as the meaning it 

10 Literally, for a dispensation [ofit\ which belongs to the fulness of time. 
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all things one 1 in Christ as head, yea, both things in 

11 heaven and things on earth in Him; in whom we 
also receive the portion of our lot, 2 having been pre¬ 
destined thereto according to His purpose, whose 
working makes all fulfil the counsel of His own will; 

12 that unto His praise and glory* we might live, who 
have hoped in Christ before 4 you. 

13 And you, likewiso, have hoped in Him, since you Th.nk.br 
heai’d the message of the truth, the Glad-tidings of xion, nml 
your salvation ; and you believed in Him, and received 1 tu ir cn- 

1-4 His seal, the holy Spirit of promise; who is an 4 tmlit'"’ 
earnest of our inheritance, given to 6 redeem that 
which He hath purchased, 7 to the praiso of His 
glory. ’ . 

16 Wherefore I, also, since I heard of your faith in 
' 16 our Lord Jesus, and your love to all the saints, give 

thanks for you without ceasing, and make mention 

17 of you in my prayers, beseeching the God of our 
Lord Jesns Christ, the Father of Glory, to give you 
a spirit of wisdom and of insight, in the knowledge 

18 of Himself; the eyes of your undorstanding H being 
filled with light, that you may know what is the hope 
of His galling, and how rich is the glory of His in- 

19 heritance among the saints, and how surpassing is 
the power which He has shown toward us who be¬ 
lieve ; [for Ho has dealt with us] in the strength < and 

20 that might wherewith He wrought in Chrifst, wlien cifnitf w 
He raised Him from the dead ; and set Him on His 

own right hand in the heavens, far above every 9 

21 Principality and Power, and Might, and Domination, 
and every name which is named, not only in this 


bears elsewhere in St. Paul’s writings 
via. the office of a steward in dispensing 
is master's goods ; see 1 Cor. ix. 17, and 
cf. Col. i. 25) gives a \*ry intelligible 
sense to the passages in this Epistle, it 
seems needless to depart from it. The 
meaning of the present passage is best 
illustrated by iii. 2, 3. 

1 Literally, to unite all things under 
one head , m union with Christ: so 
Chrysostum explains it For tlie doc¬ 
trine compare 1 Cor. xv. 24. 

2 Literallv, were portioned with our 
lot. 

3 The original may be considered as 
a Hebraism ; literally, that we should 
he for the glory-praise of Him ; compare 
v. 6. 

4 This might mean, as some take it, 
to . look forward with hope : but the 


other meaning appears most obvious, 
and best suits the context Compare 
* went before to ship,’ Acts xx. 13. 

* Compare Rom. viii. 2 ; and note 
on 1 Cor. i. 22. 

6 Not until (A.V.). 

7 Used in the same sense here as 
‘the church which He purchased 9 
(Acts xx. 28). The metaphor is, that 
the gift of the Holy Spirit was an 
earnest (that is, a part jtaymeni in 
advance) of the price required for the 
full deliverance of those who had been 
slaves of sin, but now were purchased 
for the service of God. 

8 The majority of M8S. read 4 heart, 
which would give the less usual sense. 
the eyes of your heart. 

9 See Col. i. 1C, ana note. 
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■world, but also in that which is to come. And * i. 22 
jut all djtitnS unbtr lt}W feet,’ 1 and gave Him to be 
sovereign head of the Church, which is His body; 
the 1 2 Fulness of Him who fills all things everywhere 23 
bcen y Jw*k w ith Himself. And you, likewise, He raised from ii. 1, 
cnwirfrom death 3 to life, when you were dead in transgressions 

Heathenism , ’ . J ,, , .. ° , 

by God’. and sms ; wherein once you walked according to the 2 
course of this 4 world, and obeyed the Ruler of the 
Powers of the Air , 5 * even the Spirit who is now work¬ 
ing iu the children of disobedience ; amongst whom 3 
we also, in times past, lived, all of us, in fleshy lusts, 
fulfilling the desires of our flesh and of our imagina¬ 
tion, and were by nature children of wrath, no less 
than others.® But God, who is? rich in mercy, be- 4 
cause of the great' love wherewith He loved us, even 5 
when we were dead in sin, called us to share the life 
of Christ—(by grace you are saved),—and in 7 Christ 
Jesus, He raised us up with Him from the dead, and 6 
seated us with Him in the heavens ; that, in the ages 7 
which are coming , 8 He might manifest the surpass¬ 
ing riches of His grace, showing kindness toward us 
in Christ Jesus. For by grace you are saved, through 8 
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God; not won by works, lest any man should boast. 9 
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 10 
Jesus to do good works, which God has prepared 9 
that we should walk therein. 

amnneor-^ Wherefore remember that you, who once were H 
SSr.nt'aci. reckoned among carnal Gentiles, who are called the 
Uncircumcision by that which calls itself the Cir- 


1 Pa. viii. 6(LXX.), quoted in the 
same Messianic sense, 1 Cor. xv. 27, 
and Heb. ii. 8. Compare also Ps. cx. 1. 

s We see here again the same allu¬ 
sion to the technical use of the word 
Pleroma by false teachers, as in Col. ii. 
9,10. St. Paul there asserts that, not 
the angelic hierarchy, but Christ Him¬ 
self is the true fulness of the Godhead ; 
and here that tile Church is the fulness 
of Christ , that is, the full manifesta¬ 
tion of His being, because penetrated 
by His life, and living only in Him. 
It should be observed that the Church 
is here spoken of so far forth as it cor¬ 
responds to its ideal. 

3 The sentence (in the original) is 

left unfinished in the rapidity of dicta¬ 

tions but the verb is easily supplied 

from the context. 


' Compare 2 Cor. iv. 4, 1 Cor. i. 20, 
&c. 

5 In the Rabbinical theology evil 
spirit^ were designated as the ‘ Powers 
of the Air.’ St. Paul is here again 
probably alluding to the language of 
those teachers against whom he wrote 
to the Colossians. 

a Literally, the rest of mankind, i.e. 
unbelievers. Compare 1 Thess. iv. 13. 

7 The meaning is, that Christians 
share in their Lord’s glorification, and 
dwell with Him in heaven, in so far as 
they are united with Him. 

8 Viz. the time of Christ’s perfect 
triumph over evil, always contemplated 
in the New Testament as near at hand. 

* i.e. God, by the laws of His Provi¬ 
dence, has prepared opportunities of 
doing good for every Christian. 
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dimension (a circumcision of the flesh,* made by the 

ii. 12 hands of man)—that in those times you were shut 

out from Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers from the covenants* of the pro¬ 
mise, having no hope, and without God in the world. 

13 But now, in Christ Jesus, ye, who were once far off, 
have been brought near through the blood of Christ. 

14 For He is our peace, who has made both one , 1 * 3 and 
has broken down the 4 5 wall which parted us ; for, in 

15 His* flesh, He destroyed the ground of our enmity, »boii.h«i. 

16 the law of enacted ordinances ; that so, making peace 
between us, out of both He might create 6 in Himself 

17 one new man ; and that, by His cross, He might re¬ 
concile both; in olio body, unto # Go<l, having slain 
their enmity thereby. And when Ho came, He pub¬ 
lished the Glad-tidings of peace to you that were far 

18 off, and to them that were near. For through Him 
we both have power to approach the Father in the 

19 fellowship 7 of one Spirit. Now, therefore, you arc 
no more strangers and sojourners, but fellow-citizens 

20 of the saints, and members of God’s household. Yon ,!}j ni, ' lc 
are built upon the foundation of the Apostles and 
Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 

2t cornerstone; in whom all the building, fitly framed 
together, grows into a temple hallowed by the 8 * in- 

. 22 dwelling of the Lord. And in Him, not others only,® 
but you also, are built up together, to make a house 
wherein God may dwell by the 10 presence of His 
Spirit. 

iii. 1 Wherefore I, Paul, who, for maintaining the cause or 

2 of vou Gentiles, am the prisoner of Jesus Christ 11 —“iiiiJS'by"" 
for * 2 I suppose that you have heard of the steward- rlr’Tt.’ 


1 Meaning a circumcision of the 
fesh, not of the spirit,-^made by jnan's 
hands, not by God's. 

* Covenants of the promise. Compare 
Gal. iii. 16, and Kora, ix 4, 

* Both, viz. Jews and Gentiles. 

4 The allusion is evidently to that 
* balustrade of stone’ described by Jo¬ 
sephus, which separated the Court of 
the Gentiles from the holier portion of 
the Temple, and which it was death 
for a Gentile to pass. 8ee Chap. XXI. 
p. 679. 

5 ie. by His death, as explained by 

the parauel passage, CoL i. 22. 

* Christians are created in Christ 

(aee above, v. 10), Le. their union with 

Christ is the essential condition of 


their Christian existence. 

7 ‘ In one spirit.’ It is sometimes im- 
|K>ssible to translate} such expressions 
accurately, except by a periphrasis. 

» 1 Holy in the Lord.’ See the pre¬ 
ceding note. 

9 You as well as others. 

10 Compare 1 Cor. iii. 16; and see 
note 1. ‘In the spirit,’ might, how¬ 
ever, be taken (with Olshauscn and 
others) merely as an antithesis to ‘ in 
the flesh.* 

11 The sentence is abruptly broken 
off here, but oarried on again at v. 13. 
The whole paWge bears evident marks 
of the raplaity of dictation. 

»* Literally, if, as / suppose, you 
have heard of the office of dispensing 
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ship of God’s grace, which was given me for you; 
and how, by revelation, was 1 made known to meiii. 3 
the mystery (as I have already shortly 2 written 
to you; so that, when you read, you may perceive 4 
my understanding in the mystery of Christ), which, 5 
in the generations of old, was not made known to 
the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the 
indwelling 3 of the Spirit, to His holy Apostles and 
Prophets ; to wit, that the Gentiles are heirs of the 6 
same inheritance, and members of the same body, 
and partakers of the 4 same promise in Christ, by 
means of the Glad-tidings. 

And of this G lad-tidings I was made a ministering 7 
servant, according to the gift oi the grace of God, 
which was given me in the full measure of His 
mighty working; to me, I say, who am less than the 8 
least of all the saints, this grace was given, to bear 
among the Gentiles the Glad-tidings of the unsearch¬ 
able riches of Christ, and to bring light to all, that 9 
they might behold what is the stewardship 8 of the 
mystery which, from the ages of old, has been hid in 10 
God, the maker of all things; 6 that now, by the 
Church, 7 the manifold wisdom of God might Vic made It 
known to the Principalities and Powers in the 
heavens, according to His eternal purpose, which He 12 
wrought in Jesus Christ our Lord; in whom we can 
approach without fear to God, in trustful confidence, 
through faith in Him. 

lie pray, it.r Wherefore I pray that I may not faint under my 13 
iVeumhat' sufferings for you, which are your glory. For this 14 
•treinjthenea cause 1 bend my knees before the Father, 8 whose 15 
children 9 all are called in heaven and in earth, be- 16 

(see note on l. 10) the grace of God Homans (xi. 33), is the divine plan of 
which was given me for yuu. including all ipankind in a universal 

1 In the MSS. the verb is passive. redemption. 

a The reference is to chap. i. 9, 10. 8 The words ‘ of our Lord Jesus 

3 See notes on ch. ii. vcr. 18 and 21 Christ’ arc not in the beat MSS. 

above. 0 The sense depends on a parono- 

4 ‘His’ is omitted by the best MSS. mnsia, the word for ‘family’ (A. V.) 

3 The beat MSS. have stewardship, meaning a race descended from a com- 

not fellowship. See note on i. 10. St. mow ancestor. Compare Luke ii. 4. If 
Paul displayed the nature of his ‘ stew- fatherhood had this meaning in En- 
ardship 1 by the manner in which he glish (as it might have had, according 
discharged its duties. Compare 1 Cor. to tile analogy of ‘ a brotherhood"), 
ix. 17, and 2 Cor. iv. and v. the verse might be literally rendered 

. 6 ‘f.y Jesus Christ ’ is not in the from whom every fatherhood in heaven 
best MSS. 1 and earth is named ; i.e, the very 

7 i.e. by the union of all mankind name of fatherhood refers us back to 
in the Church. That which calls forth (Jod as the father of all. The A. V. is 
the expressions of rapturous admiration incorrect, and would require the defi- 
hero, and in the similar passage in nitc article. 
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seeching Him, that, in the richness of His glory. He 
would grant you strength by the entrance of His 
iii.17 Spirit into your inner man, that Christ may dwell ill and eullght- 
your hearts by faith ; that having your root and your‘ 

18 foundation in love, you may be enabled, with all the 
saints, to comprehend the breadth and length, and 

19 depth and height thereof; and to know the love of 
Christ which passeth knowledge, 1 that you may bo 
filled therewith, even to the Pleasure of 2 the Fulness 

20 of God. Now unto Him who is able to do exceeding noxoioir. 

21 abundantly, above all that we ask or think, in the 
power of His might which works within us,—unto 
Him, in Christ Jesus, be glory in the Church, even 
to all the generations of the age of ages. Anion. 

iv. 1 I, therefore, the Lord’s prisoner, exhort you to E*h.rt.tt«n 
walk worthy of the calling wherewith you wero *ia* 

2 called ; with all lowliness, 3 and gentleness, and long- 
suffering, forbearing one another in love, striving to ti>c< imnli. 

3 maintain the unity of the Spirit, hound together with 

4 the bond of peace. You are one body and one spirit, 
oven as you were called to share one common hope ; 

5 you have one Lord, you have one faith, you have one 

Cbaptisfii ; you have one God and Father of all, who is 

7 over all, and works through all, and dwells in all. 4 5 * 
But each one of us received the gift of grace which 
he possesses according to the measure' wherein it 
it was given by Christ. Wherefore it is 0 written : 

8 ‘ euaijrii ?}c toent up on fiijjl), Irb rnpttbttn rapfibr, 

9 autt |jabc grttii unto mrw.’ Now that word • ©c limit 
up,’ wliat saith it, but that Ho first came down to 

10 the earth below? Yea, He who came down is the 
same who is gone up, far above all the heavens, that 

11 He might fill all things. 7 And He gave some to ho 
apostles, 8 and soitie prophets, and some evangelists, 

12 and some pastors and teachers ; for the perfecting of 

1 Again we observe an apparent 18, but slightly altered, so as to oorro- 
allusion to the technical employment spond neither with the Hebrew nor 
of the words Gnosis and P/eroma. with the Septuagmt. Our two author- 

* Unto .not with (A. V.)- ised versions of the Psalms have lien* 

* See note on Col. iii. 12. departed from the original, in order to 

4 You omitted in best MSS. follow the present passage ; probably 

5 This verse is parallel to Rom. xii. on the supposition that St. 1 nul quoted 
6, * having gifts differing according from some older rending. 

to the grace which God has given us.’ 7 Again we remark an allusion to 
The whole context of the two passages the doctrine of the 11eroma . Compart* 
also throws light on both. i. 23. ..... - . . e 

« Literally, it mys, i.e. the Scripture M On this classification of church of- 

mys. The quotation is from Ps. Ixviii. flees,see p. 342. 
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the saints, to labour' in their appointed service, to 
build up the body of Christ; till we all attain theiv .13 
same 1 2 faith and knowledge of the Son of God, and 
reach the stature of manhood, 3 and be of ripe age to 
receive the Fulness of Christ; 4 that we should no 1 \ 
longer be children, tossed to and fro, and blown 
round by every shifting current of teaching, tricked 
by the sleight of men, and led astray into the snares 5 
of the cunning ; but that we should live in. truth and is 
love, and should grow up in every part 6 to the mea¬ 
sure of His 7 growth, who is our head, even Christ. 

From whom 8 the whole body (being knit together, 1C 
and compacted by all its joints) derives its continued 
growth in the working of His bounty,' which sup¬ 
plies its needs, according to the measure of each 
several part, that it may build itself up in love. ; 

Exhortation This I say, therefore, and adjure you in the Lord, 17 
t".mof reiec " to live no longer like other Gentiles, whose minds 

are filled with folly, whose understanding is dark-18 
rcm.* a. who are estranged from the life of God because 

of the ignorance which is in them, through the 
blindness of their hearts; who, being past feeling, 19 
have given themselves over to lasciviousness, to 
work all uncleanness in lust. 9 But you have not 20 
so learned Christ; if, indeed, you have heard His 
voice, and been taught in Him, as the truth is in 21 
Jesus ; to forsake your former life, and put off the 22 
old man, whose way is 10 destruction, following the ^ 
desires which deceive; and to be renewed in the 23 
spirit of your mind, and to put on the new mnn, 
created after God’s likeness, in the righteousness and 24 
nTapwi&d*' holiness of the Truth. Wherefore, putting away 25 
lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour ; 
for wo are members one of another. ‘ iir jjr angry, 2 G 

1 The won! does not mean the ing to the u'orking of his bounteous 
ministry' (A . V.). providing in the measure of each seve- 

* Literally, the oneness of the faith ral part, continues the growth of the 

and of the knowledge. body. Compare the parallel passage, 

3 laterally, a man of mature age. Col. ii. 19, from whom the whole body , 

4 See again note on iii. 19. by the joints which bind it, draws full 

■> Literally, cunningly toward the sti/wlies for its needs, and is knit to- 

snares of misleading error. getherand increases in gorily growth. A 

* ‘In every pari.’ See following child derives its life from its father, 

verse. end grows up to the standard of its 

7 To grow into Him , is to grow to the father’s growth. 

standard of His growth. ' 9 For this see note on 1 Cor. v. 11; 

9 Literally rendered, this is from and compare chap. v. 3. 
whom illI the body (Jrning knit together 10 Not ‘ corrupt ’ (A. V.), but going 

and compacted bg every joint ) accord- on in the wag of ruin. 
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v. 27 sitS i(u not.’ 1 Let not the sun go down upon your 

28 wrath, nor give away to the Devil. Lot the robber* 
rob no more, but rather let him labour, working to 
good purpose with his hands, that he may have 

29 somewhat to share with the needy. From your 
mouth let no tilthy words come forth, but such as 
may build up 1 * 3 the Church according to its need, and 

30 give a blessing to the hearers. And grieve not the 
Holy Spirit of God, who was* given to seal you 4 for 

31 the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, and 
passion, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking 
be put away from you, with all malice ; and be 3 * 

32 kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving »»('“"“'j;, 
another, even as God in Christ has forgiven you. 

v. 1 Therefore lx> followers of God’s' example, as the 

2 children of His love. And walk in love, its Christ 

also loved us, and gave llimselt lor us, an ottering 
and a sacrifice unto God, for • about' of rftorrtnrtfd.’ <: 

3 But, as befits the saints, lot not fornication nr a« in <•! ini- 
any kind of uncleanness or lust 7 be so much as SV.in.or 

4 named among you; nor filthiness, nor bufibonory, VaOms'., 
nor ribald jesting, for such speech beseems you not, 

but rather thanksgiving. Yea, this you know; for 

5 you have learned that no fornicator, or impure or 
lustful man, who is nothing better than an" idolater, 
has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and 


1 I*s. iv. 1 (I.XX.). 

8 Him that steals (present). The 
A. V. would require the aorist. It 
should be remembered that the stealers 
(t klephts) of the X. T. were not what we 
should now call thieves (as the won I is 
generally rendered in A. V.) t but ban¬ 
dits ; and there is nothing strange in 
finding such persons numerous in tlie 
provincial towns amo%g the mountains 
of Asia Minor. See p. 1211. 

3 Literally, such as is good for need¬ 
ful building up (‘building* always 
implies 4 the Church’ or something 
equivalent), that it may give a blessing 
to the hearers . 

4 The tense is mistranslated in A.V. 
Literally, in whom you were sealed. 
The meaning is rendered evident by 
i. 13, 14. It is the constant doctrine 
of St. Paul, that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit is a seal or mark of Christ's re¬ 
deemed, which was given them at their 

conversion and reception into the 

Church, as a foretaste of their full re¬ 

demption. Compare Horn. viii. 23. 


Literally, 4 become \ «*.’ This word 
is sometimes used as simply equivalent 
to 4 he ye.’ Compare v. 17. 

n Gen. viii. 21 (LXX.); see Phil. iv. 
IX. where it is also quoted. 

* It has been before remarked that 
this passage is conclusive as to the use 
of this particular Greek word by St. 
Paul ; for what intelligible sense is 
there in saying that ‘covetousness* 
must not be so much ns named ? See 
note on 1 Cor. v. 11. It. was there 
remarked that the use of concupiscence 
in ICnglish is an analogous case; it 
might Ik* added that the word lust 
itself is likewise used in both senses; 
e.g. 4 the lust of gold.’ 

[Since our first edition, we are 
glad to see that this old view of the 
Pauline usage of the word haa been 
adopted by Prof. Jowett and Prof. 
Stanley, in. their notes on Horn. i. 29, 
and l’Cor/v. 11, respectively, and by 
Dean Trench in his Synonyms .] 

8 See note on Col. ili. 5. 
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God. Let no man mislead you by empty 1 words ;v. c, 
for these are the deeds 2 which bring the wrath of 
God upon the children of disobedience. Be not ye, 7 
therefore, partakers with them; for you once were 8 
darkness, but now are light in the Lord. Walk 9 
as children of light ; for the fruits of light 3 are in 
all goodness, and righteousness, and truth. Ex- io 
which mu»t amine well what is acceptable to the Lord, and.have u 
by then- no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 
waShiX'c.j yea, rather expose their foulness. 4 For, concerning 12 
<,rChristian.. secre t, deeds of the Heathen, 5 it is shameful even 

to speak ; yet all these things, when exposed, are 13 
made manifest by the shining of the light; for 
whatsoever is made manifest becomes light. 6 Where- 14 
fore it is written, 7 <atoaftc, tfjnu that tflerpeSt, atrtf arttfe 
front if)r tfratr, autt Cljrtrft £ljall Shtnc upon ttjrc .’ 8 

See, then, that you walk 9 without stumbling, not 15 
in folly but in wisdom, forestalling 10 opportunity, be- 10 
cause the- times are evil. Therefore, be not without 17 
understanding, but learn to know what the will of 
the Loi-d is. 

.w.'h'wtnic Be not drunk with wine, like those 11 who live 1 8 
cefehratea. r j 0 tously; but be filled with the indwelling of the 

Spirit, when you speak one to another. 12 Let your 19 
singing bo of psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
and make melody with the music of your hearts, to 
the Lord. 13 And at all times, for all things which 20 


> Namely, reasonings to prove the 
sins of impurity innocent. See 1 Cor. 
vi. 12-20, ami the note. 

* Viz., the sins of impurity. Com¬ 
pare Kom. i. 24-27. 

3 Light , not Spirit, is the reading of 
the best MSS. 

4 The verb means to lug bare the 
real character of a thing bg exposing it 
to open scmting. 

3 ‘ What is done by them,’ i.e. the 
Heathen. 

• Such appears to be the meaning of 
this diflicult verse, viz., that when the 
light falls on any object, the object it¬ 
self reflects the rays; implying that 
moral evil will be recognised as evil by 
the conscience, if it is shown in its 
true colours by being brought into con¬ 
trast with the laws of pure morality. 
The preceding ‘is made manifest’ 
does not allow us to translate the 
same form Immediately following as 
active (as A. V.). 

7 See note on iv. 8. 


8 There is no verse exactly corre¬ 
sponding with this in the O. T. But 
Isaiah lx. 1 is perhaps referred to. 
We must remember, however, that 
there is no proof thnt St. Paul intends 
(either here, or 1 Cor. ii. 9) to quote 
the Old Testament. Some have sup¬ 
posed that he is quoting a Christian 
hymn ; others, a saying of our Lord (as 
at Acts xx. 35 ).' 

9 Dean Ellicott’s translation, ‘See 
then how ye walk with exactness,’ 
literally accurate, though scarcely in¬ 
telligible to an English reader. 

10 See Col. iv. 5, and note. 

“ Literally, in doing which is riotous 
living. 

12 We put a full atop after to one 
another (here), as Col. iii. 16. 

13 Throughout the whole passage 
there is a contrast implied between the 
Heathen and the Christian practice, 
q. d. IVhen you meet, let your enjoy¬ 
ment consist not in fulness of wine, but 
fulness of the Spirit; let your tongs be. 
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befal yon, give thanks to our God and Father, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

21 Submit yourselves one to another in the fear of r>„tie»of 

2-2 Christ. 1 Wives, submit yourselves to your hus- 

23 bands, as unto the Lord ; for the husband is head 
of the wife, even as Christ is head of tho Church, 3 

24 His body, which He saves. 3 But, 4 as the Church 
submits itself to Christ, so let the wives submit 
themselves to their husbands ift all things. 

25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ also loved 

26 the Church, and gave Himself for it, that having 
purified it by the water wherein it is washed,® Ho 
might hallow it by tho indwelling of the word of 

27 God ; that He might Himself 6 present unto Him¬ 
self 7 the Church in stainless glory,* not having spot 

, or wrinkle, or any such thing ; hut that it should 

28 be holy and unblemished. In like manner, husbands 
ought to love their wives ns they love their own 
bodies; for ho that loves his wife does but love 

29 himself: and a man never hated his own flesh, but 

30 nourishes and cherishes it, as Christ 6 also the 

31 Church : for we are members of His body. 9 ‘JTor 

tfjii ran sir shall a man Icabr !)ti father atitr fiisi molfirr, 
airti Shan clcabc unto fjuJ tode, anti itjrn Itoo shall be one 


not the drinking-songs of heathen f asts, 
but psalms and hymns; and their ac¬ 
companiment, not the music of the lyre, 
but the melody of the heart; while you 
sing them to the praise, not of Bacchus 
or Venus, but of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
For the construction and punctua on 
sec Col. iii. lf». 

1 Christ is the reading of the best 
MSS. That this comprehends all the 
special relations of subjection which 
follow (and should be joined with what 
follows) is shown by yie omission of 
submit yourselves (in the next ver?e) by 
the best MSS. ; on omission to which 
Jerome testifies. The transition of 
participial into imperative clauses is 
according to the analogy of the similar 
hortatory passage, Rom. xii. 8. to 19. 

* This statement occurs 1 Cor. ii. 3, 
almost verbatim. 

3 The literal English is, he is the de 
licerer of his body; and an analogy is 
implied to the conjugal relation, in 
which the husband maintains and che¬ 
rishes the wife. 

4 The conjunction cannot be trans¬ 
lated * therefore * (A. V.). 

ft ‘ The water 4 (not simply 4 water ’); 
literally, by the larer of the water, equi¬ 


valent to lover of regeneration (Titus 
iii. f>). The following in the wotd is 
exceedingly difficult. Chrysostom and 
the patristic < om men tutors generally 
explain it of the formula of baptism; 
I>c Wette takes the same view. Hut 
see St. Haul’s use of the same expres¬ 
sion elsewhere, Rom. x. 8, x. 17, also 
Kph. vi. 17; and moreover, as Winer 
and Meyer have remarked, the junc¬ 
tion of* 4 in the word * with the verb 
better suits the Creek. On this view, 
the meaning is that the Church, having 
been purified by the waters of baptism, 
is hallowed by the revelation of the 
mind of God imparted to it, whether 
mediately or immediately. Compare 
Heb. iv. *12, 13. 

6 The best MSS. read thus. 

7 The Church is compared to a 
bride, as 2 Cor. xi. 2. 

« The best MSS. read Christ. 

9 The words 4 of his flesh and of his 
bones’ arc not found in the MSS. of 
highest authority (A. and II.). They 
mav have easily been introduced from 
the’Septuagint,' where they occur imme¬ 
diately before the following quotation, 
viz. at (ien. ii. 23. 
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Duties of 


children and 


parents. 


Duties of 
slaves ami 
masters. 


Kxhortation 
to light in the 
Christian 
armour. 
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This mystery is great, but I 2 speak of Christ v. 
and of the Church. Nevertheless, let every one of 33 
you individually 3 so love his wife even as himself, 
and let the wife see that she reverence her husband. 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord ; for this v >- 
is right. ‘ honour tijo father anh H)j) mntljer,’ 4 which 2 
is the first commandment with® promise: ‘?Tf)attt3 
tnatj he luell hurt) thee, anti fljntt Shalt Itbr tons upon 
the earth-’ 0 

And ye, fathers, vex not your children ; but bring 4 
them up in such training and correction as befits the 
servants of the Lord, 7 

Bondsmen, obey your earthly masters with 5 
anxiety and self-distrust, 8 in singleness of heart, as 
unto Christ; not' with eye-service, as men-pleasers, 6 
bnt as bondsmen of Christ, doing the will of God 
from the soul. With good will fulfilling your ser- 7 
vice, as to the Lord our Master 9 and not to men. 
For you know that whatever good any man does, the 8 
same shall he receive from the Lord, whether he 
bo bond or free. 

And ye, masters, do in like manner by them, and 9 
abstain from threats ; knowing that your own 10 
Master is in heaven, and that with Him is no re¬ 
spect of persons. 

Finally, my brethren, let your hearts be strength- 10 
ened in the Lord 11 and in the conquering power of 
His might. Put on the whole armour of God, that 1 1 
you may be able to stand firm against the wiles 
of the Devil. For the adversaries with whom we 1‘- 
wrestle are not flosh.and blood, but they are 12 the 
Principalities, the Powers, and the Sovereigns of 
this 13 present darkness, the spirits of evil in the 
heavens. Wherefore, take up with you to the 13 
battle 14 the whole armour of God, that you may be 


1 Gen. ii. 24 (LXX.). servants. 

* The pronoun is emphatic: but /, 8 ‘With fear and trembling* has 

while I quote these words out of the this meaning in St. Paul’s language. 
Scriptures, use them in an higher sense. Compare 1 Cor. ii. 3. 

3 In your individual captivity, con- 9 See note on Col. iii. 25. 

trasted with the previous collective view 10 Some of the best MSS. read ‘both 

of the members of the Church as the their and your,’ which brings out 
bride of Christ. still more forcibly the equality of 

4 Exodus xx. 12, and Deut. v. 16 slaves and masters in the sight of 

(LXX.). Christ. 

5 Literally, in a promise. The com- 11 This is the literal meaning, 

maud being (as it were) set in a pro- ls Compare Col. ii. 15, and the note ; 

raise. also John xii. 81. 

8 Exodus xx. 12, and Deut. v. 16 13 « This world ’ is omitted in the best 

(LXX. not exactly verbatim). MSS. 

7 The word lord implies the idea of 14 4 Take up,* literally. 
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able to withstand them in the evil day, and having 1 

14 overthrown them all, to stand unshaken. Stand, 
therefore, girt with the belt of truth, and wearing 

15 the breastplate of righteousness, and shod as ready 

16messengers of the Glad-tidings of peace: and take 

up to cover yon* the shield of faith, wherewith you 
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 

17 Evil One. Take, likewise, the helmet of salvation , 3 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God . 4 

18 Continue to pray' at every season with all earnest- Topmjrisr 
ness of supplication in the Spirit ; and to this end f..r rluV” 
be watchful with all perseverance in prayer for 

19 all the saints; and for me, that utterance may he 

20 given me, tcv open* my mouth and make known 
with boldness the mystery of the* Glad-tidings, for 
which I am an ambassador in fetters . 5 Pray that 1 
may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak. 

21 But that you, as well as 0 others, may' be informed Tyc-iii™. the 
of my concerns, and how I fare, Tyebicus, my 7 
beloved brother, and faithful servant in the Lord, 

22 will make all known to you. And l have sent him 
to you for this very end, that you may learn what 
concerns me, and that he may comfort your hearts. 

23 Peace? be to the brethren, and love with faith, from c. twliKlinff 
God out Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ- 

24 Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ 
in* sincerity . 9 


1 Nut 'done' (A. V.), but ‘over- 
thrown 

2 To cover all. If it meant in addi¬ 
tion to all (Ellicott), it would surely 
have come last in the list. 

3 The head of the Christian is de¬ 
fended against hostile wea|»ons by his 
knowledge of the salvation won for 
him by Christ. 

4 For the meaning of • word of <5od,’ 
see note on chap. v. 2G. It is here re¬ 
presented as the only offensive weapon 
of Christian werfare. The Homan 
pilum (Joh. xix. 34) is not mentioned. 
For a commentary on this military 
imagery, and the circumstances which 
naturally suggested it, see the begin¬ 


ning of the next chapter. 

u See Palcv’s observations ( Jlora 
PuulnuF y in loco), and our preceding 
remarks on Cnstodia Militans. 

*• 4 You also.' 

1 See the parallel passage, Col. iv. 7. 
H The difficulty of the concluding 
words is well known : the phra.se might 
also be translated in immortality, with 
the meaning whose love endures immor¬ 
tally. Olshausen supposes the expres¬ 
sion elliptical, for 4 that they may have 
life in immortality; * but. this can 
scarcely lx* justified. 

y 4 Amen,’ as usual, is omitted in the 
best MSS. 
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The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. 


|_CH. 


CHAPTEtl XXVI. 


The Proetorium and the Palatine.—Arrival of Epaphroditus,—Political Events 
at Rome.—Octavia and Popptea.—St. Paul writes the jRpistle to the Phitip- 
pians .—He makes Converts in the imperial Household. 


The close of the Epistle to which our attention ‘has just heen 
turned contains a remarkable example of the forcible imagery of St. 
Paul. 1 Considered simply in itself, this description of the Chris¬ 
tian’s armour is one of the most striking passages in the Sacred 
Volume. But if we view it in connection with the circumstances 
with which the Apostle was surrounded, we lind a new and living 
emphasis in his enumeration of all the parts of the heavenly 
panoply, 2 —the belt of sincerity and truth, with which the loins 3 
are girded for the spiritual war,—the breastplate of that righteous¬ 
ness, 4 the inseparab e links whereof are faith and love, 5 * —the 
strong sandals, 0 with vliicli the feet of Christ’s soldiers are made 
ready, 7 not for suci errands of death and despair as those on 
which the Praetorian soldiers were daily sent, but for the universal 
message of the Gospel of peace,—the large shield 8 * of confident 
trust, 0 wherewith the whole man is protected, 10 and whereon the 
fiery arrows 11 of the Wicked One fall harmless and dead,—the 


1 Eph. vi. 14-17. 

* ‘ The whole armour of (loci.* For 
authentic information regarding the 
actual Roman armour of the time, we 
may refer to Piranesi’s fine illustrations 
of the columns of Trajan ami Marcus 
Aurelius. There are also many use¬ 
ful engravings in Dr. Smith’s Diction¬ 
ary of Antiquities. 

3 * Your loins girt about with truth.’ 
The belt or zowi passed round the 
lower part of the body, below the 
‘ breastplate,* and is to bo distin¬ 
guished from the ha/tens, which went, 
over the shoulder. 

4 ‘Wearing the breastplate of right¬ 
eousness.’ The ‘ breastplate ’ was a 
cuirass or corslet, reaching nearly to 
the loins. 

5 In the parallel passage (1 Thcss. 

v. 8), the breastplate i.\ describe!I as 

4 the breastplate of faith and,love.’ 

B The Roman caliyat were not 

greaves, which in fact, would not har¬ 

monise with the context, but strong 


and heavy sandals. See the anecdote 
of the death of the centurion Julian 
in the Temple at Jerusalem. Joseph. 
IPar, vi. 1. 8. 

7 ‘ Shod as ready messengers,’ Sic. 

8 The ‘shield’ here is the large 
oblong or oval Roman shield—the 
scutum not the clipens, —specimens of 
which may be* seen in Piranesi. See 
esiiccially the pedestal of Trajan’s 
column. 

9 * The shield of faith.* 

10 Observe ‘ over all,’ which is not 
clearly translated in the Authorised 
Version. 

11 Part of the artillery in an ancient 
siege consisted of darts and heavier 
robsiles, in the heads of which were 
iutlammahle materials. Diodorus Si¬ 
culus, in his account of one of the 
sieges of Rhodes, uses the very expres¬ 
sion here employed by the Apostle. 
The Latin names for these missiles 
were falaricce and malleoli. Liv. xxi. 
8 ; Cio. Cat. i. 13. 
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close-fitting, helmet, 1 with which the hope of salvation 5 invests the® 
head of the believer,—and finally the sword of the Spirit, the 
Word of God, 3 which, when wielded by the Great Captain of our 
Salvation, turned the tempter in the wilderness to llight, while in 
the hands of His chosen Apostle (with whose memory the sword 
seems inseparably associated) 4 it became the means of establishing 
Christianity on the earth. * 

All this imagery becomes doubly forcible, if we remember that 
when St. Paul wrote the words l^e was chained to a soldier, ami in 
the close neighbourhood of military sights and sounds. The ap¬ 
pearance of the Pnetorian guards was daily familiar to him;--as 
liis ‘ chains ’ on the other hand (so he tells us in the succeeding 
Epistle) became ‘well known throughout the whole /VofoWum.’ 
(Phil. i. 13 .) A difference of opinion has existed as to the precise 
meaning of tl\p word^iu this passage. Some have identified it, as 
in the Authorised Version, with tin* *hoiu*c of Csesar ’ 011 the 
Palatine: 5 more commonly it has been supposed to mean that 
permanent camp of the Pr.etorian guards, which Tiberius estab¬ 
lished on the north of the city, outside the walls." As regards the 
former opinion, it is true that the word came to be used, almost as 
we use the word ‘palace,’ for royal residences generally, or for any 
residences of a princely splendour,* 7 and that thus we read, in other 
parts of the New Testament, of the Pr.etorium of Pilate at. Jerusalem” 
and the Pnetorium of Herod at (’jesarea..-* Vet we never find the 
word employed for the Imperial house at Koine, and we believe 
the truer view to be that which lias been recently advocated, 10 
namely, that it denotes here, not the palace itself, but the quarters 
of that part of the Imperial guards which was in immediate attend¬ 
ance upon the Emperor. Such a military establishment, is men¬ 
tioned in the fullest account which we possess of the first residence 
of Augustus oil the Palatine : n and it is in harmony with the general 
ideas on which the monarchy was founded. The Emperor was 
pntfor 17 or commander-in-chief of the troops, and it was natural 


1 One of these compart Homan hel¬ 
mets, preserved in England, at (Good¬ 
rich Court, is engraved in l)r. Smith’s 
Dictionary. (See under Galea.') 

2 With ‘helmet of salvation’ (Eph. 
vi. 17) we should eoiifpare ‘ as«i hel¬ 
met the hope of salvation’ (1 Tlics**. 
v.H). 

3 See note on the passage. 

4 It is the emblem of his martyr¬ 
dom : and we can hardly help associat¬ 
ing it also with this passage. The 
small short sword of the Homans was 
worn like a dagger on the right side. 
Specimens may be Been in Piranesi. 
Those readers who have been in Home 
will remember that Pope Sixtus V. de¬ 
dicated the column of Aurelius (ab 
omni impietate purgatam) to St. Paul, 
and that, statue of the Apostle, bear¬ 
ing the sword, is on the summit. 

# 6 With Phil. i. 13 we should com¬ 


pare iv. 22 in the Authorised Version. 

u S*e abo\e, 111 the description of 
Home, ai'd compare the map. 

7 We find the word used in Suetonius 
for the Imperial castles out of Home. 
Kbcwhere it is applied to the palaces 
of foreign princes and even private 
persons. 

K See above, p. 583. 
u See above, p. 600, 11 . 10. 

In Wieselcr’s note, p. 103. 

71 ‘The Imperial residence is called 
Palntinm .... became the Emjieror 
dwelt on Mount Palatine, and there he 
had his military force (Prutnrium). . . 
hence it comes that wherever the 
Emperor is li\ing it is called Pula- 
tium. ’ Dio (Viks. liii- 10. 

12 Sec wliat lias lieen said (pp. 115, 
116), in reference to the term propraetor 
in the provinces. 
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that his immediate guard should be in a pratomim near him. It 
might, indeed, be argued that this military establishment on the 
Palatine would cease to be necessary, when the Prtetorian camp 
was established : but the purpose of that establishment was to con¬ 
centrate near the city those cohorts, which had previously been 
dispersed in other parts of Italy : a local body-guard near the palace 
would not cease to be necessary : and Josephus, in his account of 
the imprisonment of Agrippa, 1 * speaks of a ‘camp’ in connection 
with the ‘ royal house. ’ Such we conceive to have been the barrack 
immediately alluded to by St. Paul : though the connection of these 
smaller quarters with the general camp was such, that he would 
naturally become known to ‘ all the rest ’’ 1 of the guards, as well 
as those who might for the time be connected with the Imperial 
household. 

What has just been said of the word ‘ pra.torium,’ applied still 
more extensively to the word> ‘ palat.lwm. ’ Originally denoting the 
hill on which the twin-brothers were left by the retreating river, it 
grew to be, and it still remains, the symbol of Imperial power. 
Augustus was bom on the Palatine ; 3 and ho lixed his official resi¬ 
dence there when the Civil Wars were terminated. Thus, it maybe 
truly said that ‘ after the Capital and the Forum, no locality in the 
ancient city claims so much of our interest as the Palatine hill-—at 
once the birth-place of the infant city, and the abode of her rulers 
during the days of her greatest splendour,—where the red thatched 
cottage of Romulus was still preserved in the midst of the gorgeous 
structures of Caligula and Nero.’ 1 * * About the close of the Republic, 
this hill was the residence of many distinguished citizens, such as 
Crassus, Cicero, Catiline, Olodius, and Antony. Augustus himself 
simply bought the house of Hortensius, and lived there in modest 
state. J But the new era was begun for the Palatine, when the first 
Emperor, soon after the battle of Actium, raised the temple of 
Apollo, with its celebrated Greek and Latin libraries, 0 on the side 
near the Forum. Tiberius erected a new palace, or an addition to 
the old one, on the opposite side of the hill, immediately above the 
Circus Maximus. 7 It remained for subsequent Emperors to cover 
the whole area of the hill with structures connected with the palace. 
Caligula extended the Imperial buildings by a bridge (as fantastic 
as that at Banc)/ which joined the Palatine with the Capitol. 
Nero made a similar extension in the direction of the Esquiline; 
and this is the point at which we must arrest our series of historical 
notices ; for the burning of Rome and the erection of the Golden 

1 Joseph. Ant. xviii. f>. He uses habitation of the Shepherd-king,’ was 
crTparSrre&ov for the pnetorium , and on tlie side of the hill towards the 
PaariSfLon fur the pulatium. Compare Circus, p. 232. 
what is said of Drusus, Suet. Tib. 54. 3 Suet. Aug. 72. 

* Ibid. e Hor. Ep. i. iii. 17. Suet. Aug. 29. 

3 Suet. Aug. 5. 7 The position of the * Dooms Tibc- 

4 Banbury in the Claseieal Museum, riana ’ is determined by the notices of 

vol. v. p. 229. We learn from Plu- it in the account of' the murder of 

tarch and Dionysius, that this ‘ wooden Galba. 

hut thatched with reeds, which was 8 See above, p. 665. 

preserved as a memorial of the simple 
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House intervened between the first and second imprisonments of , 
the Apostle Paul. The tire, moreover, which is so closely associated 
with the first sufferings of the Church, lias made it impossible to 
identify any of the existing ruins on the Palatine with buildings 
that were standing when the Apostle was among the Pnetorian 
guards. Nor indeed it is possible to assign the ruins to their proper 
epochs. All is now confusion on the hill of Romulus and Augustifb. 
Palace after palace succeeded, till the Empire was lost in the mist 
of the Middle Ages. As we explore the subterraneous chambers, 
where classical paintings are still visible on the plaster, or look out 
through broken arches over the Campagna and its aqueducts, the 
mind is tilled witli blending recollections, not merely of a long line 
of Roman Ciesars, but of Ravenna and Constantinople, Charlemagne 
and Rienzi. This royal part of the Western Babylon levs almost 
shared the fate of the city • f the Euphrates. The Palatine contains 
gardens and vfneyardTj , 1 and half cultivated spaces of ground, 
where the acanthus-weed grows in wild luxuriance: but its popula¬ 
tion lias shrunk to one small convent ; * and the unhealthy air 
seems to brood like a curse over the scene of Nero's tyranny and 
crime. 

St. Paul was at Rome precisely at that time when the Palatine 
was the most conspicuous spot on the earth, not merely for crime, 
but for splendour and power. This was the centre of all the move¬ 
ments of the Empire. 3 Here were heard the causes of all Homan 
citizens who had appealed to Oiesar. 4 Hence wore issued the orders 
to the governors of provinces, and to the legions on the frontier. 
From the ‘Golden Milestone’ (Milharium Aurcum) ' below the 
palace, the roads radiated in all directions to the remotest verge of 
civilisation. The official messages of the Emperor were communi¬ 
cated along them by means of posts established by the govern¬ 
ment : 6 but these roads aiforded also the means of transmitting the 
letters of private citizens, whether sent by means of tain lUtrii,' or 
by the voluntary aid of accidental travellers. To such communica¬ 
tions between the metropolis and the provinces others were now 
added of a kind hitherto unknown in the world,— not different 
indeed in outward appearance F from common letters,—but coiitain- 

1 The Farnese gardens and the Villa viii. 13, 11. „ 

Mills (formerly Villa Spada) are well 7 See Becker's Gt alius, p. 250 (Eng. 
known to travellers, florae of# the Trans.) 

finest arches are in the Vigna del H In p. 321, a general reference 
Collegio Inglese. was made to the interest connected 

2 The Franciscan convent of St. even with tin* writing materials ero- 

13onaventura, facing the Forum. plowed by St. Paul. I here is little 

3 Tac. Hist. iii. 70. doubt that these were m*(l-|M-ris, 

4 See the account of St. Paul’s trial Egyptian |u»pcr, and black ink. All 

in the next chapter. these are mentioned by St. John 

5 The Milliarinm Aureum (after- (jtaper and ink, 2 John 12 ; \ ink and 

wards called the Umbilicus Romas') is pen, 3 John 13); and St. I aul himself, 
believed to have been discovered at in a passage where there is a blended 
the base of the Capitol, near the allusion to inscriptions on stone and to 
Temples of Saturn and Concord. letter-writing /2 Cor. m. 3), sjienkM 

6 So far as related to government of ink. ^presentations of ain ient 

despatches, Augustus established posts inkstands found at pornjieii, w'lth m <*< - 
similar to those of King Ahasuerus. pens, may Ik* seen in I»r. * . c ‘ 

Compare Suet. Aug. 49 with Esther tionary, under At,omentum. Allusion 
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ing commands more powerful in their effects than the despatches of 
Nero,—touching more closely the private relations of life than all 
the correspondence of Seneca 1 or Pliny,—and proclaiming, in the 
very form of their salutations, the perpetual union of the Jew, the 
Greek, and the Roman. 2 

It seems probable that the three letters which we have last read 
wbre despatched from Rome when St. Paul had been resident there 
about a year, 3 that is, in the spring of the year 02 a. i>. After the 
departure of Tychicus and Onesimus, the Apostle’s prison was 
cheered by the arrival of Epapliroditus, who bore a contribution 
from the Christians of Philippi. We have before seen instances 4 
of the noble liberality of that Church, and now once more we find 
them ministering to the necessities of their beloved teacher. Epa- 
phroditus, apparently a leading presbyter among the Philippians, 
had brought on himself, by the fatigues or pprils of his journey, a 
dangerous illness. St. Paul,speaks of him with touching affection. 
He calls him his ‘ brother, and companion in labour, and fellow 
soldier ’ (ii. 25); declares that ‘ his labour in the cause of Christ 
had brought him near to death ’ (ii. 30), and that he had 1 hazarded 
his life ’ in order to supply the means of communication between 
the Philippians and himself. And when speaking of his recovery, 
he says, ‘ God had compassion on him, and not on him only, but 
on me also, that I might not have sorrow upon - sorrow ’ (ii. 27). 
Wo must suppose, from these expressions, that Epaphroditus had 
exposed himself to some unusual risk in his journey. Perhaps his 
health was already feeble when he set out, so that he showed self- 
devotion in encountering fatigues which were certain to injure him. 

Meanwhile St. Paul continued to preach, and his converts to 
multiply. We shall find that when he wrote to the Philippians, 
either towards the close of this year, or at the beginning of the 
next, great effects had already been produced; and that the Church 
of Rome was not only enlarged, but encouraged to act with greater 
boldness upon the surrounding masses of Heathenism, 5 by the suc¬ 
cessful energy of the apostolic prisoner. Yet the political occur¬ 
rences of the year might well have alarmed him for his safety, 


has been made before (p. 030) to the 
paper trade of Egypt. Parchment ('1 
Tim. iv. 18) was of course used for the 
secondary MSS. in which the Epistles 
were preserved. Letters were written 
in the large or uncial character, though 
of course the handwriting of different 
persons would vary. See (lal. vi. 11. 

1 We must not pass by the name of 
Seneca without some allusion to the 
Bo-cslled correspondence between him 
and St. Paul; but a mere allusion is 
enough for so vapid and meaningless 
a forgery’. These Epistles (with that 
which is called the lip. to the Laodi- 
ceans, described p. 702; n. 8) will be 
found in Jones on the Canon (vol. ii.). 

1 We allude to tbe combination of 
the Oriental * peace’ with the Greek 
‘grace or ‘jog' in the opening saluta¬ 


tions of all St. Paul’s Epistles. We 
may compare Horace’s ‘ Celso gaudere,' 
&c.", Ep. i. viii., with the opening of 
the letter of Lt sias to Felix, Acts xxiii. 
20 . 

3 The state of things described in 
the 4th chapter of Colossians, the con¬ 
version of Onesimus and his usefulness 
to St. Paul (Philem. 11--13), imply 
the continuance of St. Paul’s ministry 
at Home during a period which can 
hardly have been less than a year. 
Nor would St. Paul, at the beginning 
of liis imprisonment, have written as 
he docs (Philem. 22) of his captivity 
as verging towards its termination. 

4 Sec the account of the Macedonian 
collection, pp. 436, 437s 

5 I>hil. i. 12-14. 
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and counselled a more timid course. Wo have seen that prisoner^ 
in St. Paul’s position were under the charge of the Prietorian Pre¬ 
fect ; and in this year occurred the death of the virtuous Burros, 1 * * 
under whose authority his imprisonment had been so unusually 
mild. Upon this event the prefecture was put into commission, 
and bestowed on Fenius Rufus and Sofonius Tigellinus. The 
former was respectable, 4 but wanting in force of character, nml 
quite unable to cope with his colleague, who was already notorious 
for that energetic wickedness which has since made his name pro¬ 
verbial. St. Paul’s Christian friends in Rome must have trembled 
to think of him as subject to the caprice of this most detestable of 
Nero’s satellites. It does not seem, however, that Ins situation 
was altered for the worse; possibly he was never brought under the 
special notice of Tigellinus, who was too intent on court intrigues, 
at this period, to attend to so trilling a matter as the concerns of a 
Jewish prison*-. 

Anotliercircumstanceoccurred aboitt the same time, which seemed 
to threaten still graver mischief to the cause of Paul. This was the 
marriage of Nero to his adulterous mistress l’oppiea, who had 
become a proselyte to Judaism. This infamous woman, not content 
with inducing her paramour to divorce liis young wife Octavia, had 
demanded and obtained the death of her rival ; and had gloated 
over the head of the murdered victim, 3 * which was forwarded from 
Pandataria to Rome for her inspection. Her ]x»\ver seemed now to 
have reached its zenith, hut rose still higher at the beginning of 
the following year, upon the birth of a daughter, when temples 
were erected to her and her infant, 4 and divine honours paid them. 
We know from Josephus * that she exerted her influence over Kero 
in favour of the .lews, and that she patronised their emissaries at 
Koine ; and assuredly no scruples of humanity would prevent her 
from seconding their demand for the punishment of their most 
detested antagonist. 

These changed circumstances fully account for the anticipations 
of an unfavourable issue to his trial, which we shall find St. Paul 
now expressing ; and which contrast remarkably with the con¬ 
fident expectation of release entertained by him when lie wrote the 
letter 7 8 to Philemon. When we come to discuss the trial of St. Paul, 
we shall see reason to believe that the providence of God did in 
fact avert this danger*; but »t present all things seemed to wear a 


1 Tac. Ann. xiv. f> 1. The death of 

Jlurrus wna an important < poch in 

Nero’s reign. Tacitus tells ip in the 

following chapter, that it broke the 

power of Seneca nnd established the 

influence of Tigellinus; ami fiom this 
period Nero’s public administration be¬ 

came gradually worse and worse, till 
at length his infamy rivalled that of 
his private life. 

8 Fenius Rufus was afterwards exe¬ 
cuted for his share in Piso’s conspiracy 
(Tac. Ann. xv. 6G, 68), in which he 
showed lamentable imbecility. 

** Tar. Ann. xiv. 64. 


4 Tac. Ann. xv. 23. The temples to 
Poppa*a are mentioned in a Jrugmcnt 
of Dio. 

6 Josephus, Antiy. xx. 8. 11, speaks 
of Nero as ‘granting favours to the 
Jews to please Popnoea, who was a 
religious woman.* This was on the oc - 
canon of the wall which the Jews built 
to intercept Agrippa’s view of the 
Temple. The/ scut ambassadors to 
Koine, who succeed**! by Poppaea’s In¬ 
tercession in Carrying their point. 

« Phil. n. 17 , and iii. II. 

^ Philem. 22, 23. 
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qjnost threatening aspect. Perhaps the death of Pallas 1 (which also 
happened this year) may be considered, on the other hand, as 
removing an unfavourable influence; for, as the brother of Felix, 
he would have been willing to soften the Jewish accusers of that 
profligate governor, by co-operating with their designs against 
St. Paul. But his power had ceased to be formidable, either for 
good or evil, some time before his death. 

Meanwhile Epaphroditus was fully recovered from his sickness, 
and able once more to travel; and he willingly prepared to comply 
with St. Paul’s request that he would return to Philippi. We are 
told that he was ‘ filled with longing ’ to see his friends again, and 
the more so when he heard that great anxiety had been caused 
among them by the news of his sickness. J Probably he occupied an 
influential post in the Philippian Church, and St. Paul was un¬ 
willing to detain him any longer from his diities there. He took 
the occasion of his return, to send a letter of grateful acknowledg¬ 
ment to his Philippian converts. 

It has been often remarked, that this Epistle contains less of 
censure and more of praise than any other of St. Paul’s extant 
letters. It gives us a very high idea of the Christian state of the 
Philippians, as shown by the firmness of their faith under persecu¬ 
tion, 3 their constant obedience and attachment to St. Paul, 4 and the 
liberality which distinguished them above all other Churches.' 1 
They were also free from doctrinal errors, and no schism had as 
yet been created among them by the J udaising party. They are 
warned, however, against these active propagandists, who were 
probably busy in their neighbourhood, or (at least) might at any 
time appear among them. The only blemish recorded as existing 
in the Church of Philippi is, that certain of its members were 
deficient in lowliness of mind, and were thus led into disputes and 
altercations with their brethren. Two women of consideration 
amongst the converts, Euodia and Syntyclie by name, had been 
especially guilty of this fault; and their variance was the more to 
be regretted, because they had both laboured earnestly for the 
propagation of the faith. St. Paul exhorts tho Church, with great 
solemnity and earnestness, 0 to let these disgraceful bickerings cease, 
and to be all ‘ of one soul and one mind.’ He also gives them very 
fullparticulars about his own condition, and the spread of the Gospel 
at Rome. He writes in a tone of most affectionate remembrance, 
and, while anticipating the speedily approaching crisis of his fate, 
he expresses his faith, hope, and joy with peculiar fervency. 

1 Pallas was put to death by poison 3 Phil. i. 28, 29. 
soon after the marriage of Poppaja, and 4 Phil. ii. 12. 

in the same year. Tac. Ann. xiv. 65. 5 Phil. iv. 15. 

* Phil. ii. 26. “ Phil. ii. 1,2, and iv. 2. 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS. 1 

1 Paul and Timotheus, bondsmen of Jesus Christ “•tutMiun. 

TO ALL THE SAINTS 2 IN CllHIST J KSL'S Wllo AUK 

at Philippi, with tub uishops-' and deacons. 4 

2 Grace be to you and Peace, from God our Father, 
and from our Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 I s thank my God upon every remembrance of you Thai.kfi.- 

4 (continually in all my prayers making my supplication l.Vliy 

5 for yon all 0 with joy), for your fellowship in lor- 
warding 7 the Glad-tidings, from the first day until 

A now. And I am Confident accordingly,® that Ho 
who has begun a good work in ybu will perfect it, 

7 even until the day of Jesus Christ. And it is just 
that I should be thus mindful 9 of you all, because 
you have me in your hearts, and both m my im¬ 
prisonment and in my defence and continuation 10 
of tho Glad-tidings, you all share in the grace 11 

* The following are the grounds of have mi/uhil a Church in which lie 
tho date assigned to this Epistle :— had laboured, and would have‘eared 

GO “ was written during an ini- in earnest, lor their concerns ’ (him* ii. 
piisonment at Home, because (a) the 20). 

J’rcetorium (i. 13) was at Koine; (n) * For Saints, mu note on 1 Cor. i. 2. 

So was the Emperor’s household (iv. 3 Bishops. This term was at ibis 
22) ; (<■) He expects the immediate early period applied to all the pre.-by- 
decision of his cause (i. 19, ii. 21), tors: see p. 3-40. 

which could only have been given at 1 Deacons: see p. 311. It is sin- 
Home. gular that the presbyters and deacons 

(2.) It was written during the first should be mentioned separately in the 
imprisonment at Home, because (a) address of this Epistle only. It has 
the mention of the Pnctorium agrees been suggested that they had col- 
with the fact that, during his first looted and forwarded the contribution 
imprisonment, he was in tho custody sent by Epaphroditus. 
of the Praetorian Priefect; (n) 11 is * Observe ‘Paul and Timotheus’ 

situation described (i. 12-14) agrees followed immediately by * 1/ in con- 
wit h his situation in Jhe first two lirmation of the remarks in the note 
years of his imprisonment (Acts x£\ iii. on 1 Thess. i. 2. 

30,31). «'* The constant repetition of ‘all’ 

(3.) It was written towards the con- in connection with‘you ’in this Epistle 
elusion of this first imprisonment, is remarkable. It seems as if St. Paul 
because (a) he expects the immediate implied that he (at least) would not 
decision of his cause; (n) Enough recognise any divisions among them, 
time had elapsed for the Philippians See above. 

to hear of his imprisonment, send 7 Not ‘ in the (Jospel ’ (A. V.) 
Epaphroditus to him, hear of Epa- 8 Accordingly : compare 2 Cor. ii. 3, 
phroditus's arrival and sickness, and and (in), ii. 10. 

send back word to Home of their 9 Mindful , See. This refers to the 
distress (ii. 20). preceding mention of hi* prayers for 

(4.) It was written after Colossians them. y 

and Philemon ; both for the preceding 10 St. Paul defended his doctrine bv 
reason, and because Luke was no his words, and confirmed it by his life, 
longer at Rome, as he was when those 11 The grace or gift bestowed on St. 
were written ; otherwise he would Paul, and also on the Philippians, was 
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bestowed upon me. God is my witness how Ii. 5 
long after you all, in the tender affection of Christ 
Jesus. 

And this I pray, that your love may abound yet 9 
more and more, in true knowledge, and in all un¬ 
derstanding, teaching you to distinguish good 1 from 
evil; that you may be pure, and may walk without 2 10 
stumbling until the day of Christ; being filled with 11 
the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus 
Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. 
intelligence of I would have you know, brethren, that the things 12 
•t , Rome. tion which have befallen me have tended rather to the 

furtherance than hindrance of the Glad-tidings. So 13 
that my chains have become well knowii in the name 
of Christ, throughout the whole Pnetorium, 3 and 
to all the rest. 4 And thus most 5 of the brethren in 14 
the Lord, rendered confident by my chains, are very 
much emboldened to speak the Word fearlessly. 
Some, indeed, proclaim Christ 6 even out of envy 15 
and contention;' but some, also, out® of good-will. 
These do it from love, 9 knowing that I am appointed 16 
to defend the Glad-tidings ; but those announce 17 
Christ from a spirit of intrigue, 10 not spice rely, 
thinking to stir" up persecution against me in my 
imprisonment. What then ? nevertheless, every 18 
way, whether in pretence or in truth, Christ is 
announced ; and herein I rejoice now, yea, and I 


the power of confirming the Gospel by 
their sufferings ; the corresponding verb 
is used in v. 20. 

1 Compare Kom. ii. 18. 

2 4 VV ithout offence ’ seems used here 
intransitively; at 1 Cor. x. 82, the 
same word is active. 

3 Pnetorium. For the explanation 
of this, see above, p. 71-0. We have 
seen that St. Paul was committed to the 
custody of the Prtefectu* Prcetorio , 
and guarded by different Praetorian 
soldiers, who relieved one another. 
Hence his condition would be soon 
known throughout the Praitorian 
quarters. 

4 This expression is very obscure ; 
it may mean either to the Praetorian 
soldiers who guard me, and to all the 
red of those who visit me; or to all the 
rest of the Prcetorian (guards. The 
latter view gives the best sense. 

& • Most, not’ many’ (A.V.). 

• ‘Christ* has the article, which 


perhaps may indicate that they were 
Jews, who proclaimed Jesus as the 
Messiah. The verb in v. 15 denotes 
to proclaim (as a herald) ; that in v. 
17, to declare tidings of (as a mes¬ 
senger). 

'These were probably Judaisers. 

8 We can no means assent to 
Professor Jowett’s proposal to trans¬ 
late the preposition here * amid.’ See 
his note on Gal. iv. 13. 

9 The order of ver. 16 and 17 (as 
given in the best MSS.) is transposed 
in the Received Text. 

10 See note on Rom. ii. 8. 

11 Such is the reading of the best 
MSS. The Judaisers probably, by pro¬ 
fessing to teach the true version of 
Christianity, and accusing Paul of 
teaching a false and anti-national 
doctrine, excited odium against him 
among the Christians of Jewish birth 
at Rome. 
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i. 19 shall rejoice hereafter. For I know that < tfjrjJf tt)ingtf 1 * 
ifjalt fait nut to mjj tfaltmtian,’ 3 through your prayers, 
and through the supply of all my needs 3 by the 
20 Spirit of Jesus Christ; according to my earnest 
! expectation and hope, that I shall in no wise bo 
put to shame, 4 5 but that with all boldness, as at 
all other times, so now also, Christ will be magnified 
in my body, whether by my life or by my death. 

21,22 For to me life is Christ, and death is gain. But 
whether this life* in the flesh shall bo the fruit of 
my labour, and what I should choose, 1 know not. 

23 But 6 between the two I am in perplexity; having 
the desire to.depart and be with Christ, which is far 
24 better; yet to remain in the fle.-jh is more needful, 

25 for your sake. Amlin this confidence, l know that 
1 I shall remain, 7 and shall continue with you all, to 
26 your furtherance and joy in faith; that, you may 
have more abundant cause for your boasting 8 in 
Christ Jesus on my account, by my presence again 
among you. 

27 Only live 9 worthy of the Glad-tidings of Christ, 
that whether I come and see you, or be absent, I 
29 may hear concerning you, that you stand firmly in ,ww|lncM - 
I one spirit, contending together with one mind for 
the faith of the Glad-tidings, and nowise terrified 
by its enemies; 10 for their enmity is to them an 
evidence of perdition, but to you of salvation, and 
29 that from God. For to you it has been given, on 


1 These things, viz. the sufferings 
resulting from the conduct of these 
Judaisers. 

* The words are quoted verbatim 
from Job xiii. 16 (I,XX.). Yet per¬ 
haps St. Paul did not so much delibe¬ 
rately quote them, a*f use an Expres¬ 
sion which floated in his memory. 

3 The words literally applied would 
mean the supplying of all needs [of 
the chorus ] by the Choregus. So the 
words here mean the supplying of all 
needs [of the Christian] by the Spirit. 
Compare Eph. iv. 16, and Col. ii. 19. 

4 St. Paul was confident that his 
faith and hope would not fail him in 
the day of trial. Compare Rom. v. 5 
4 our hope cannot shame us.’ He was 
looking forward to his final hearing, as 
we have already seen, p. 723. 

5 We punctuate this very difficult 

verse so that the meaning is literally, 

but whether this life in the flesh (com¬ 


pare this mortal, 1 (’or. xv. .01, and 
my present life in the flesh, (»nl. ii. 20) 
be my labour's fruity a ml what 1 shall 
choosey I know not. The. A. V. as¬ 
sumes an ellipsis, and gives no intel¬ 
ligible meaning to fruit of my labour. 
On the other hand, Pe Wettc's trans¬ 
lation, if life in the fleshy — if this be 
my labour's fruity what 1 shall choose. 
I know not, causes a redundancy, and 
is otherwise objectionable. Beza’s trans¬ 
lation, 4 an vero vivere in carnc mtlii 
opcrie pretium sit, et quid eligam 
ignoro,* comes nearest to that which 
we adopt. 

The MSS. read 4 but ’ and not ‘for * 
here. 

7 Shall remain, i.c. alive. 

K ‘ Whose lH>a*ting is in Christ.’ 
Comoro iif. 3. 

9 See'noteon iii. 20. 

10 Compare 4 many adversaries,’ 1 Co* 
xv i. 9. 
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behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also 
to suffer for His sake; having the same conflict 
which once yon saw 1 in me, and which now you hear 
that I endure. 

If, then, you can be entreated 2 in Christ, if youii. 
can be persuaded by love, if you have any fellow¬ 
ship in the Spirit, if you have any tenderness or 
compassion, 1 pray you^ make my joy full, 3 be of one 2 
accord, filled with the same love, of one soul, of one 
mind. Do nothing in a spirit of intrigue 4 or vanity, ;s 
but in lowliness of mind let each account others 
above himself. Seek not your private ends alone, 4 
but let every man seek likewise his neighbour’s 
good. ..... 

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ 5 
Jesus; who, being in the form of God, thought its 
not robbery 5 to bo equal with God, but stripped 6 
Himself [of His glory ] and took upon Him the form 7 
of a slave, 7 being changed 6 into the likeness of man. 
And having appeared in the guise of men, He abased 8 
Himself and shewed obedience, 9 even unto death, 
yea, death upon the cross. Wherefore God also 9 
exalted Him above measure, and gave Him the 10 
name which is above every name ; that in the name U 
of Jesus ‘ rfacry knee s'fjouUl fcoto,’ 11 of all who dwell in 

1 They had seen him sent to prison, connection with the following verse Jess 
Acts xvi. 23. natural than the other interpretation. 

a The tirst word means to entreat, see If the latter be correct, the translation 
Matt, xviii. 32; the .second to urge by would be. He thought not equality with 
persuasion or entreaty, sc*e 1 Thes.s. li. 11. God a thing to be seized upon, |,c. 

3 The extreme earnestness of this though , essentially , even while on earth , 
exhortation to unity shows that the He was in the form of God , yet He 
Philippians were guilty of dissension ; did not think Jit to claim equality with 
perhaps Kuodia and Syntyclie, whose Gixl until He had accomplished His mis- 
oppositiou to each other is mentioned sion. 

iv. 2, had partisans who shared their 6 Literally, emptied Himself. 
quarrel. 7 The likeness of man was the form 

4 See above, i. 17. of a slave to Him, contrasted with the 

5 This very difficult expression ad- form of God which essentially belonged 
nuts of the translation adopted in the to Him. 

Authorised Version, from which there- 8 Literally, having become in the like- 
fore wo have not thought it right to wess, which in English is expressed by 
deviate. The majority of modern in- being changed into the likeness . 
terpreters, however, Like it ns mean- 9 He‘showed obedience ’ to the laws 
ing to reckon a thing as a booty , to of human society, to His parents, and 
look on a thing as a robber would look to the civil magistrate ; and carried that 
on spoil. It is a considerable (though self-humiliating obedience even to the 
not a fatul) objection to this view, that point of submitting to death, when He 
it makes a word denoting, the act oj' might have summoned ‘ twelve legions 
seizing identical with one demoting the of angels ’ to His rescue. 
thing seized. The Authorised Version 10 The best MSS. have ‘ the name.’ 
is free from this objection, but it is 11 Isaiah xlv. 23 (LXX.), quoted 
liable to the charge of rendering the Horn. xiv. 11. It is strange that this 
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11 heaven, in earth, or under the earth, and every " 

tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God tho Father. 

12 Wherefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed 
me, not as in my presence only, but now much more 
in my absence, work out your own salvation with 

13 fear and trembling ; 1 for it is Goil who works in you 

14 both will and deed. Go all things for the sake of 
15 goodwill , 2 without murmurings and disputings, that 

you may be blameless and guileless, the sons of God 
without rebuke, in the midst of ‘ ji rianhrtf anti prr- 
bnd£ generation ,’ 3 among whom ye shine like stars 4 

16 in the world.; holding fast, the Word of Life; that 
you may give me ground of boasting, even to tho 
day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, nor 
laboured in vain. 

17 But 8 though my blood 1 ’ be poured forth upon the jjj; 
ministration of the sacrifice of your laith, 1 rejoice. 

18 for myself, and rejoice with you all ; and do ye like- 

19 wise rejoice, both for yourselves and with me. But 
1 hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus to yam 7 
shortly, that I also may be cheered, by learning your 

20 state ; ’for 1 have no other like-minded with me, who 

21 would care in earnest for your concerns ; for all seek 


verse should often have hern quoted as 
commanding the practice of bowing the 
head at the name of Jesus; a practice 
most proper in it-elf, hut not here re¬ 
ferred to: what it really prescribes is, 
kneeling in adoration of Him. 

1 We have already remarked, that 
with anxiety and self-dist runt is a 
nearer representation of this Pauline 
phrase than the literal Knghsh, as 
appears by the use of the -ame phrase 
1 Cor. ii. 3; 2 Cor. vii. 15 ; Kph. vi. 
The ‘fear’ is a fear* of fail we, the 
* trembling ’ an eager anxiety. 

2 This phrase has perplexed the 
interpreters, because they have all 
joined it with the preceding words. 
We put a stop after the pi feeding 
verb, and take the noun in the same 
sense as at i. 15 above, and Luke ii. 
14. It is strange that so clear and 
simple a construction, involving no 
alteration in the text, should not have 
been before suggested. 

Since the above was first published, 
it has been objected that the position 
of the Greek article negatives the 
above rendering ; because the insertion 
of the article (where it is generally 
•omitted) between a preposition and an 


abstract noun, gives to the latter a 
reflective son-c; so that the phrase 
would mean ‘ your goodwill,’ not g<**l- 
will in the abstract. Thin grammatical 
statement is not universally true; but 
even if the objection were valid, it would 
not negative the construction proposed, 
nor materially alter tin* meaning. The 
translation would then stand :—‘ l)o alt 
things for the solo- of maintaining your 
mutual goodwill 

[It seems \cry doubtful whether tl»i* 
view is tenable*; ami the ordinary ren¬ 
dering gives a very forcible sense*, ii. j 
s Dent, xxxii. 5 (LXX.). 'ihe pre¬ 
ceding ‘without rebuke’ calls up a cor¬ 
responding word in the Greek context 
of the LXX. . 

4 Compare Gen. i. 1*1 (LAA.). 

•> This but seems to connect what 


follows with i. 25, 26. 

6 Literally, 1 be txiured forth. I he 
metaphor is probably from the Jewish 
drink offerings (Numb, xxviii. 7), ra¬ 
ther than from the Heathen libations. 
The IleatUfen converts are sooken of as 
a sacrifice offered up by St. Paul as the 
ministering priest, in Horn. xv. 10. 

7 The Greek construction w the same 


aa in 1 Cor. iv. 17. 
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their own, not the things of Jesus Christ. But you ii. 22 
know 1 the trials which have proved his worth, and 
that, as a son with a father, he has shared my servi¬ 
tude, to proclaim the Glad-tidings. Him, then, 1 23 
hope to send without delay, as soon as I see how it '1 
will go with me; but I trust in the Lord that I also 24 
myself shall come shortly. 

Kpa'phrodituH Epaphroditus, who is, my brother and companion 25 
1 U8 'in labour and fellow-soldier, and your messenger to 
minister 2 to my wants, I have thought it needful to 
send to you. For he was tilled with longing for you 26 
all, and with sadness, because you had heard that 
he was sick. And, indeed, he had a sickness which 27 
brought him almost to death, but God had compas¬ 
sion on him; and not on him only but on me; that I 
might not have sorrow upon sorrow. Therefore I 28 
havo been 3 the more anxious to send him, that you 
may have the joy of seeing him again, and that I 
may have one sorrow the less. Receive him, there- 29 
fore, in the Lord, with all gladness, and hold such 
men in honour; because his labour in the cause of 30 
Christ brought him near to death ; for ho hazarded 4 
his life that lie might supply all which you cofild not 
do, 5 in ministering to me. 

Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. iii. 1 

warninpi^ f 0 repeat the same® warnings is not wearisome to 

iiortotilii ex_ me ’ an< ^ ^ ’ s sa ^° f° r you. Beware of the Dogs/ 2 
|»nwvmittce beware of the Evil Workmen, beware of the Con- 
tian nu-e. eision. For we are the Circumcision, who worship 3 
God 8 with the spirit, whose boasting 9 is in Christ 

1 Timotheus had laboured among by three epithets: ‘the dogs’ because 
them at the first. Sec Acts xvi. of their uncleanness (of which that 

* Minister. We have the correspond- animal was the type : compare 2 Pet. 

ing abstract noun in v. 30. ii. 22) ; ‘the evil workmen' (notequi- 

3 The aorist used from the position of valent.to ‘evil ibarkers’), for the same 
the reader, according to classical usage, reason that they are called ‘deceitful 

* This is the meaning of the reading workmen ’ in 2 Cor. xi. 13 ; and ‘the 

of the best MSS. concision,’ to distinguish them from the 

6 The same expression is used of the true circumcision, the spiritual Israel, 
messengers of the Corinthian Church. 9 We retain ‘God’ here, with the 
1 Cor. xvi. 17. The English reader Textus Rcceptus, and a minority of 
must not understand the A. V. ‘ lack MSS., because of the analogy of Rom. 
of service’ to convey a reproach. From i. 9 (sec note there). The true Chris- 
this verse we learn that the illness of tia'ns are here described by contrast 
Epaphroditus was caused by some oa- with the Judaisers, whose worship was 
sualtv of his journey, or perhaps by the carnal worship of the Temple, 
over-fatigue. whose boasting was in the I .aw, and 

® Literallv, to write the same things whose confidence was in the circula¬ 
te yon. St. Paul must here refer either eision of their flesh, 
to some previous Epistle to the Philip- 9 Apparently alluding to Jcr. ix. 24, 
pians (now lost), or to his former con- ‘ He that boasteth let him boast in the 
vernations with them. Lord,’ which is quoted l Cor. I. 31 and’ 

1 The Judaisers are here described 2 Cor. x. 7. 
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Jesus, and whose confidence is not in the flesh, 
ii. 4 Although I might have confidence in the flesh also. 

If any other man thinks that ho has ground of eonfi- 

5 dence in the flesh, I have more. Circumcised the 
! eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of 

6 Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews ; as to the 
Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal a persecutor of the 
Church ; as to the righteousness of tin 1 Law, un- 

7 blameable. But what once was gain to me, that I 

8 have counted loss for Christ. Yea, doubtless, and I 
count all things but loss, because all are nothing- 
worth in comparison* with the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord; foi* whom 1 have suffered the loss of 
all things, and count them but n,s dung that I may 

9 gain Christ, and be found in Him; not having my 
own righteousness of the Law, but the righteousness 
of faith in Christ, the righteousness which God bo- 

10 stows on Faith; 3 that I may know Him, and the 
power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His 

1 1 sufferings, sharing the likeness of His death; if by 
any means I might attain to the resurrection from 
the dead. 

12 Not that 1 have already won, 3 or am already per¬ 
fect ; but 1 press onward, if indeed, 1 might lay hold 
on that, for which Christ also laid hold on me. 4 

13 Brethren, I count not myself to have laid hold 
thereon; but this one thing I do—forgetting that 

. which is behind, and reaching 5 forth to that which 

14 is before, I press onward towards the mark, for the 
prize of God’s heavenly calling in Christ Jesus. 

16 Let us all, then, who aro ripe 8 in understanding, 
be thus minded ; and if in anything you are other¬ 
wise minded, that also shall lx‘ revealed to you by 

16 God [in due time?]. Nevertheless, let us walk ac¬ 
cording to that which wo have attained. 7 


* Literally, because of the superemi- 
nence of the knowledge of Christ , i.c. 
because the knowledge of Christ sur¬ 
passes all things else. 

’ Of God (i.e. which He bestows) on 
condition of faith. Compare Acts iii. 

* ‘Won,’ i.e. ‘the prize' (v. 14). 
Compare 1 Cor. ix. 24, ‘So run that 
ye may win.' It. is unfortunate that 
m A. V. this is translated by the same 
verb attain, which is used for another 
verb in the preceding verse, so as to 
make it seem to refer to that. 

* Our Lord had ‘laid bold on ’ Paul, 
in order to bring him to the attainment 


of ‘ the prize of God's heavenly calling.' 
‘Jesus’ is omitted by the best MSS. 

5 The image is that of the runner ill 
a foot race, whose body is licnt for¬ 
wards in the direction towards which 
he runs. Sec lieginning of Chap. XX. 

r ‘ The translation in A. V. (here and 
in v. 12) bv the same word, makes 
St. Paul seem to contradict himself. 
‘Perfect’ is the antithesis of 'babe.' 
Compare IJibr. xiv. 20. 

7 The precept is the same given 
Pont. xiv. 6. The wools ‘ think the 
same thing' are omitted in the best 
MSS. 
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Brethren, be imitators of me with one consent, iii, ] 
and mark those who walk according to my example. 

For many walk, of whom I told you often in times 1 18 
past, and now tell you even weeping, that they are 
the enemies 2 of the cross of Christ; whose end is l'J 
destruction, whose God is their belly, 3 and whose 
glory is in their shame ; whose mind is set on earthly 
things. For my 4 life 6 abides in heaven ; from whence 20 
also I look for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ; 21 
who shall change my vile*’ body into the likeness of 22 
His glorious body ; according to the working whereby 
He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself. 
Therefore, my brethren, dearly Jieloved and longed iv. 
for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my 
dearly beloved. 

syi3 1 ych“ n<i ^ ox ^ lor *' Fuodia, and I exhort Syntyche, 7 to be of 2 
Sec s i>5uea 01ie miI1< ^ ln the Lord. Yea, and I beseech thee also, 3 
my true yoke-fellow, 8 to help them [to be reconciled] ; 
for they strove earnestly in the work of the Glad- 
tidings with me, together with Clemens 9 and my 


1 Literally, I used to telf you. 

- For the construction, compare 1 
John ii. ‘25. The persons meant were 
men who led licentious lives (like the 
Corinthian freethinkers), and they are 
called ‘enemies of the cross' because 
the cross was the symbol of mortification. 

3 Cf. Korn, xvi. 18. 

4 On St. Paul’s use of ‘ we’ see note 
on 1 Thess. i. 3. An objection has been 
made to translating it in the singular 
in this passage, ou the ground that this 
seems to limit JSt. Paul’s expression of 
Christian hope and faith to himself; 
but a very little consideration will suf¬ 
fice to show the futility of such an 
objection. Where St. Paul speaks of 
his hopes and faith as a Christian , his 
words are necessarily applicable to other 
Christians as well as to himself. And, 
in fact, some of the passages to which 
Christians in general have ever turned 
with the most fervent sympathy, and 
which they have most undoubtingly 
appropriated, are those very passages 
where St. Paul uses the * singular: * as, 
for example, 4 for me ,’ Gal. ii. 20. 

This noun must not be translated 
citizenship (as has been proposed), which 
would be a different word (cf. Acts xxii. 
28). The correspouding y verb means to 
perform the functions oj 'chil life , and 
is used simply for to live ; see Acts 
xxiii. 1, and Phil. i. *27. Hence the 
noun means the tenor of life. It should 


be also observed, that the verb here 
means more than simply ‘ is,' though it 
is difficult here to express the shade of 
difference in English. 

fi Literally, the body of my humilia¬ 
tion. 

7 These were two women (the pro¬ 
noun is feminine in v. 3, which is 
mistranslated in A. V.) who were at 
variance. 

8 We have no means of knowing P 
who was the person thus addressed. 
Apparently some eminent Christian at 
Philippi, to whom the Epistle was to 

be presented in the first instance. 
The old hypothesis (mentioned by 
Chrysostom) that the word is a proper 
name, is not without plausibility ; ‘ who 
art &yzyyus in name and in fact,’ as a 
commentator says. 

9 We learn from Origen (Comm, oil 
John i. 29) that this Clemens (com¬ 
monly called Clement) was the samt 
who was afterwards Bishop of Koine, 
and who wrote the Epistles to the 
Corinthians which we have before re¬ 
ferred to (pp. 495,496). Eusebius quotes 
the following statement concerning him 
from Ircmeus: 4 In the third place after 
the Apostles the episcopal office was 
held by Clemens, who also saw the 
blessed Aix>stles, and lived with them.* 
Hist. Heel. v. 6. It appears from the 
present passage that he had formerly 
laboured successfully at PhilippL 
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other fellow-labourers, whose names aro in the Book * 
of Life. 

.4 Rejoice in the Lord at all times. Agaiu will* I 

5 say, rejoice. Let your forbearance bo known to all LViIi’VoV.'.W 

6 men. The 3 Lord is at hand. Let no care trouble 

you, but in all things, by prayer and supplication » 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known 

7 to God. And the peace of God, which pusseth all 
understanding, shall keep 4 your hearts and minds in 

8 Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatsoever is true, 
whatsoever is venerable, whatsoever is just, what¬ 
soever is pure, whatsoever is endearing, whatsoever 
is of good report,—-jf there be any virtue, and if there 

9 be any praise—bo such your treasures.-' That which 
you were taught and learned, and which you heard 
and saw in me, — he that your practice. So shall the 
God of peace be with you. 

10 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly when 1 found that 
now, after so long a time, your care for me had borne' l,,m >. 
fruit againthough your care indeed never failed, 

11 but you lacked opportunity. Not that 1 speak as if I 
were in want; for I 7 have learnt., in whatsoever state 

12 1 am, Is lie content. I can bear either abasement or 
abundance. In all things, and amongst all men, 1 
have been taught the secret, 8 to ho full or to bo 
hungry, to want or to abound. I can do all things 

13 in Him 9 who strengthens me. Nevertheless, you 
have done well, in contributing to the help of my 

14 affliction. And you know yourselves, Philippines, 

15 that, in the beginning of the Glad-tidings, after I had 
left Macedonia,no Church communicated with me 
on account of giving and receiving, but you alone. 

16 For even while 1 was [_stillJ in Thessalonira, 11 you 

17 sent once and again to rqjievo my need. Not that I 
seek your gifts, but I seek the fruit which accrues 

18 therefrom, to your account. But I have all which I 
require, and more than I require. I am fully sup¬ 
plied, having received from Epaphroditus your gifts, 

1 Compare ‘ Book of the living,’ IN. ’ Literally, gnrrttun. 
lxix. 28 (LXX.), and also Luke x. 20, 6 laterally, reckon then? thirty* in 

and Heb. xii. 23. account. Compare I Cor. xiii. 5. 

1 The verb is future. He refers to “ hi' literal meaning is in put forth 
Hi. 1. fresh shoots . 

3 They are exhorted to be joyful 7 This ‘ 1' is emphatic, 

under persecution, and show gentleness " Literally, 1 I have boon initialed.’ 

to their jiersecutors, because the Lord’s y ‘Chrjtft’ is omitted in till- best 
coming would soon deliver them from MSS. For ’strengthen,’cf. Horn. iv. 20. 
all their afflictions. Compare note on 10 Compare 2 Cor. xi. 9, and p. 31)1. 

1. Cor. xvi. 22. 11 St-e pp. 253, 254. 
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‘3n oSour nf 6tBCEtne3s,’ 1 an acceptable sacrifice well 
pleasing to God. And your own needs 2 shall be all i v , 
supplied by my God, in the fulness of His glorious 
riches in Christ Jesus, Now to our God and Father 20 
be glory unto the ages of ages. Amen. ■ 

Salutations Salute every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren 21 
who are with me 3 salute you. 

All the saints here salute you, especially those who 22 
belong to the house of Ctesar. 4 


Autograph 

benediction. 


The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your 23 
spirits. 5 


* 

The above Epistle gives us an unusual amount of information 
concerning the personal situation of its writer, which we have 
already endeavoured to incorporate into our narrative. JBut 
nothing in it is more suggestive than St. Paul’s allusion to the 
Praetorian guards, and to the converts he had gained in the house¬ 
hold of Nero. He tells us (as we have just read) that throughout 
the Pnetorian quarters he was well known as a prisoner for the 
cause of Christ , 0 and he sends special salutations to the Philippian 
Church from the Christians in the Imperial household . 7 These 
notices bring before us very vividly the moral contrast by which 
the Apostle was surrounded. The soldier to whom he wan chained 
to-day might have been in Nero’s body-guard yesterday ; his com¬ 
rade who next relieved guard upon the prisoner, might have been 
one of the executioners of * Ictavia, and might have carried her head 
to Poppsua a few weeks before. Such were the ordinary employ¬ 
ments of the fierce and blood-stained veterans who were daily pre¬ 
sent, like wolves in the midst of sheep, at the meetings of the 
Christian brotherhood. If there were any of these soldiers not 
utterly hardened by a life of cruelty, their hearts must surely have 
been touched by the character of their prisoner, brought as they 
were into so close a contact with him. They must have been at 
least astonished to see a man, under such circumstances, so utterly 
careless of selfish interests, and devoting himself with an energy so 
unaccountable to the teaching of othfcrs. Strange indeed to their 
ears, fresh from the brutality of a Roman barrack, must have been 
the sound of Christian exhortation, of prayers, and of hymns ; 
stranger still, perhaps, the tender love which bound the converts 


1 Gen. viii. 21 (LXX.). Compare 
also Levit. i. ami Kph. v. 2. 

* The your is emphatic. 

3 This brethren with me, distinguished 
from all the saints in the next verse, 
Hccms to denote St. Paul’s special at¬ 
tendants, such as Aristarchus, Kpa- 
phras, Dennis, Timotlieus, ftc. Cf. Gal. 

i. 2>. 

4 These members of the Imperial 
household were probably slaves; so the 
flame expression is used by Josephus 


(Ant. xviii. 5. 8). If St. Paul was at 
this time confined in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the Pnetorian quarters attached 
to the palace, we can more readily 
account for the conversion of some of 
those who lived in the buildings imme¬ 
diately contiguous. 

5 The majority of uncial MSS. read 
‘spirit/ and omit the ‘amen/ 

6 Phil. i. 1. 

7 Phil. iv. 22. 
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to their teacher and to one another, and showed itself in every look, 
and tone. 

But if the agent’s of Nero’s tyranny seem out of jilaee in such a 
scene, still more repugnant to the assembled worshippers must have 
been the instruments of his pleasures, the ministers of his lust. 
Yet some even among these, the depraved servants of the palace, 
were redeemed from their degradation by the Spirit of Christ, wlijeh 
spoke to them in the words of Paul. How deep their degradation 
was, we know from authentic records. We are not left to conjec¬ 
ture the services required from the attendants of Nero. The 
ancient historians have polluted their pages 1 with details of infamy 
which no writer in the languages of Christendom may dare to re¬ 
peat. Thus, the very immensity of moral amelioration wrought, 
operates to disguise its own extent ; and hides from inexperienced 
eyes the gulf which separates Heathenism from Christianity. Sutlice 
it to say, that* the courtiers of Nero were the spectators, and the 
members of his household the instruments, of vices so monstrous 
and so unnatural, that they shocked even the men of that genera¬ 
tion, steeped as it was in every species of obscenity. Hut we must 
remember that many of those who took part in such abominations 
were involuntary agents, forced by the compulsion of slavery to do 
their master’s bidding. And the very depth of vileness in which 
they were plunged, must have excited in some of them an indig¬ 
nant. disgust and revulsion against vice. I’nder such feelings, if 
curiosity led them to visit the Apostle’s prison, they were well 
qualified to appreciate the purity of its moral atmosphere. And 
there it was that some of these unhappy bondsmen lirst tasted of 
spiritual freedom ; and were prepared to brat e w ith patient heroism 
the tortures under which they soon 7 were destined to expire in the 
gardens of the Vatican. 

History has few stranger contrasts than when it shows 11s Haul 
preaching Christ under the walls of Nero’s palace. Thenceforward, 
there were but two religions in the Roman world : the worship of 
the Emperor, and the worship of the Saviour. The old supersti¬ 
tions had been long worn out ; they had lost all hold on educated 
minds. There remained to civilised Heathens no other worship 
possible but the worship of power; and the incarnation of power 
which they chose was, very naturally, the sovereign of the world. 
This, then, was the wltimatt* result of the noble intuitions of I’lato, 
the methodical reasonings of Aristotle, the pure morality of Socrates. 
All had failed, for want of external sanction and authority. The 
residuum they left was the philosophy of Epicurus, and the religion 
of Nerolatry. But a new doctrine was already taught in the Forum, 
and believed even on the Palatine. Over against the altars of Nero 
and Popptea, the voice of a prisoner was daily heard, and daily woke 
in grovelling souls the consciousness of their divine destiny. Men 
listened, and knew that self-sacrifice was better than ease, humi¬ 
liation more exalted than pride, to sutler nobler than to reign. 

1 See Tac. Ann. xv. 37, Dio. lxiii. 13, ri.-lied, occurred in the summer of 01 
and especiallv Suetonius, Nero, *28, 20. A.n., thatjs, within hsothan two vears 

* The Xeronian persecution, in which of the time when the hpistle to 1 hthppi 
such vast multitudes of Christians pe- was written. See the next chapter. 
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v They felt that the only religion which satisfied the needs of man 
was the religion of sorrow, the religion of self-devotion, the religion 
of the cross. 

There are some amongst us now who think that the doctrine which 
Paul preached was a retrograde movement in the course of huma¬ 
nity ; there are others who, with greater plausibility, acknowledge 
that it was useful in its season, but toll us that it is now worn out 
and obsolete. The former are far more consistent than tho latter ; 
for both schools of infidelity agree in virtually advising us to return 
to that effete philosophy which hall been already tried and found 
wanting, when Christianity was winning the first triumphs of its 
immortal youth. This might well surprise us, did we not know 
that the progress of human reason in tiro paths of ethical discovery 
is merely the progress of man in a treadmill, doomed for ever to 
retrace his own steps. Had it been otherwise, w,o might have 
hoped that mankind could not again be duped by an old and use¬ 
less remedy, which was compounded and recompounded in every 
possible shape and combination, two thousand years ago, and at 
last utterly rejected by a nauseated world. Yet for this antiquated 
anodyne, disguised under a new label, many are once more barter¬ 
ing the only true medicine that can head the diseases of the soul. 

For such mistakes there is, indeed, no real cure, except prayer to 
Him who giveth sight to the blind ; but a partial antidote may be 
supplied by the history of the Imperial Commonwealth. The true 
wants of the Apostolic age can best be learned from the Annals of 
Tacitus. There men may still see the picture of that Rome 4o which 
Paul preached ; and thence they may comprehend the results of 
civilisation without Christianity, and the impotence of a moral phi¬ 
losophy destitute of supernatural attestation. 1 


> 



1 Had Arnold lived to complete his of wickedness, and liis enthusiastic love 
task, how nobly would his history of of moral beauty, made him worthy of 
the Empire have worked out this great such a theme, 
argument! His indignant abhorrence ! From the British Museum. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

Authorities for St. Paul's subsequent History. —His Appeal is heard. — Ills 
Acquittal. — He goes from Rome to Asia Minor. — Thence to Spain, where 
he resides two years. — He returns to Asia Minor and Macedonia. — Wiites 
The First E/iisile to Timothcus. — Yi'ils Crete.— Writes The F.'jnstlc to ’Titos. 
— He winters at Nieopolis. — He is apnin impiisoned at Rome.— l'rcpress 
of his Trial.— Ho writes The Second F'/iist/c to Tunothens .— His Condemna¬ 
tion and Death. 

• • 

We have already remarked that thp light, concentrated upon that 
portion of St. Paul’s life which is related in the latter chapters of 
the Acts, makes darker by contrasts the obscurity which rests upon 
the remainder of his course. The progress of the historian who 
attempts to trace the footsteps of the Apostles beyond the limits of 
the Scriptural narrative must, at best, be hesitating and uncertain. 
It has been compared 1 to the descent of one who passes from the 
clear sunshine which rests upon a mountain’s top into the mist which 
wraps its side. Hut this is an inadequate comparison ; for such a 
wayfarer loses the daylight gradually, and experiences no abrupt 
transition, from the bright prospect and the distinctness of the 
onward path, into darkness and bewilderment. Our case should 
rather be compared with that of the traveller on the Chinese fron¬ 
tier, who has just reached a turn in the valley along which his 
course luvs led him, and has come to a point whence he expected to 
enjoy the view of anew and brilliant landscape ; when he suddenly 
finds all farther prospect cut off by an enormous wall, filling up all 
the space between precipices on either hand, and opposing a blank 
and insuperable barrier to his onward progress. And if a chink 
here and there should allow some glimpses of the rich territory 
beyond, they are only enough to tantalise, without gratifying his 
curiosity. 

Doubtless, how#ver, it yas a Providential design which has thus 
limited our knowledge. The wall of separation, which for ever 
cuts off the Apostolic age from that which followed it, was built by 
the hand of God. That age of miracles was not to lie revealed to 
us as passing by any gradual transition into the common life of the 
Church ; it was intentionally isolated from all succeeding time, that 
we might learn to appreciate more fully its extraordinary character, 
and see, by the sharpness of the abruptest contrast the difference 
between the human and the divine. 

A few faint rays of light, however, have been permitted to pene¬ 
trate beyond the dividing barrier, and of these we must make the 
best use we can : for it is now our task to trace the history of St. 
Paul beyond the period where the narrative of his fellow-traveller 
1 The comparison occurs somewhere in Arnold’s work*. 
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so suddenly terminates. 1 The only cotemporary materials for this 
'"purpose are his own letters to Titus and Timotheus, and a single 
sentence of his disciple, Clement of Rome ; and during €he three 
centuries which followed we can gather but a few scattered and un¬ 
satisfactory notices from the writers who have handed down to us 
the traditions of the Church. 

The great question which we have to answer concerns the termi¬ 
nation of that long imprisonment whose history has occupied the 
preceding chapters. St. Luke tells us that Paul remained under 
military custody in Rome for ‘ twq whole years’ (Acts xxviii. 10 
and 30) ; but he does not say what followed, at the close of that 
period. Was it ended, we are left to ask, by the Apostle’s con¬ 
demnation and death, or by his acquittal and liberation / Although 
the answer to this question lias been a subject of dispute in modern 
times, no doubt was entertained about it by the ancient Church."’ 
It was universally believed that St. Paul’s ap'peal tor Caesar termi¬ 
nated successfully ; that he was acquitted of the charges laid against 
him ; and that he spent some years in freedom before he was again 
imprisoned and condemned. The evidence on this subject, though 
(as we have said) not copious, is yet conclusive so far as it goes, and 
it is all one way. 3 

The most important portion of it is supplied by Clement, the 
disciple of St. Paul, mentioned Phil. iv. 3, 4 who was afterwards 
Bishop of Rome. This author, writing from Rome, to Corinth, ex¬ 
pressly asserts that Paul had preached the Gospel ‘ in the east 
and in the west ;’ that ‘ he had instructed the whole world [i.e. 
the Roman Empire , which was commonly so called] in righteous¬ 
ness ;’ and that lie ‘had gone to the extremity of the west’ 
before his martyrdom. 5 


1 Numerous explanations have been 
attempted of the suddei^ and abrupt 
termination of the Acts, which breaks 
off the narrative of St. Paul’s appeal to 
Caesar (up to that point so minutely 
detailed) just as we are expecting its 
conclusion. The most plausible ex¬ 
planations are — (1) That Theophilus 
already knew of the conclusion of the 
Homan imprisonment; whether it was 
ended bv St. Paul’s death or by his 
liberation. (2) That St. Luke wrote 
before the conclusion of the imprison¬ 
ment, and carried his narrative up to 
the point at which he wrote. But 
neither of these theories is fully satis¬ 
factory. We may take this opportu¬ 
nity to remark that the ‘dwelt’ and 
* received’ (Acts xxviii. 30) by no 
means imply (as Wieseler asserts) that 
a changed state of things had suc¬ 
ceeded to that there described. In writ¬ 
ing historically, the historical tenses 
would be used by an ancient, writer, 
even though (when he *<^ote) the 
events described by him w^re still 
going on. 

8 If the Epistle to the Hebrews was 


written by St. Paul, it proves conclu¬ 
sively that he was liberated from bis 
Homan imprisonment; for its writer is 
in Italy and at liberty. (Hob. xiii. 23, 
24.) hut we are precluded from using 
this as an argument, in consequence of 
the doubts concerning the authorship 
of that Epistle. See the next chapter. 

3 Since the above was published, the 
same opinion has been expressed yet 
more strongly by Chevalier Bunsen, 
whose’judgmenl on such a point is en¬ 
titled to the greatest weight. He says, 
* Some German critics have a peculiar 
idiosyncracy which leads them to dis¬ 
believe the second captivity of Paul. 
Yet it appears to me very arbitrary to 
deny a fact for which we have the ex¬ 
plicit evidence of Paul’s disciple and 
companion Clemens/ (Bunsen’s Hip 
polytu's, second ed. vol. i. p. 27.) 

4 For the identity of St. Paul’s dis¬ 
ciple Clemens with Clemens Romanus, 
see the note on Phil. iv. 3. We may 
add, that even those who doubt this 
identity acknowledge that Clemens Ro¬ 
manus wrote in the first century. 

s Clem. Rom. i. chap. v. We need 
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Now, in a Roman author, the extremity of the HV,s t could mean 
nothing short of Spain, and the expression is often used by Roman 
writers to denote Spain. Here, then, we have the express testi¬ 
mony of St. Paul’s own disciple that he fulfilled his original inten¬ 
tion (mentioned Rom. xv. 24-28) of visiting the Spanish peninsula ; 
and consequently that he was liberated from his first imprisonment 
at Rome. 

The next piece of evidence which we possess on the subject is 
contained in the canon of the New Testament, compiled by an un¬ 
known Christian about the year a. i>. 170, which is commonly called 
‘ Muratori’s Canon.’ In this document it is said, in the account of 
the Acts of the Apostles, that 4 Luke relates to Theojfhilus mutts if 
which he was an eye-witness,, as also , in a separate place (semote) 
[viz. Luke xxii. 31-ttJ], he evidently declares the martyrdom of Heter, 
but [on*if«J Tin«: jouiftfEv of Paul from Rome to Stain . 1 1 

In the next place, Eusebius tells its, 4 a fter defeudiny himself suc¬ 
cessfully^ it is currently reported Hud tin- Apostle ayain went forth fi> 
proclaim the (rosjtef and afterwards came fit Home a second time, and 
was martyred under Nero.' 2 

Next we have the statement of Chrysostom, who mentions it as 
an undoubted historical fact, that 4 St. Haul after his residence in 
Home departed to Spain A 3 

About the same time St. Jerome bears the same testimony, saying 
that 4 Haul was dismissed by Ni ro, that he miyhf preach ('hrist ’.s 
trospel in the Jf r cst. 9 * 

Agaiiftt this unanimous testimony of the primitive Church there 
is no external evidence '* whatever to oppose. Those who doubt the 
liberation of St. Paul from his imprisonment are obliged to resort 


scarcely remark upon \Vleader's pro¬ 
posal to translate the word*, for the 
extremity of the West (to reppa ttjs 
fiver*cue), Me Sovereiyn of Home ! That 
ingenious writer has been here evi¬ 
dently misled by his desire to wrest 
the passage (quoeunque modo) into 
conformity with his theorv. Schrader 
translates one phrase 4 having been 
martyred there,' ami then argues that 
the extremity of the Wegt cannot mean 
Spain, because St. Paul was not Inar- 
tyrtd in Spain ; but his 4 there ’ is a 
mere interpolation of his own. 

1 For an account of this fragment, 
see Kouth’s Reliquiai Sacrce , vol. iv. p. 
1 - 1 * 2 . 

* Hist. Keel. ii. 22. 

3 He adds, ‘whether he went to the 
Eastern part of the Empire, we know 
not.* This does not imply a doubt of 
his return to Rome. 

4 Hieron. Catal. Script. 

5 It has indeed been urged that Ori- 
gen knew nothing of the journey to 
Spain, because Eusebius tells us that 
he speaks of Paul 4 preaching from 
Jerusalem to Illyricum,* — a manifest 

3 If 


allusion to Pom. xv. PJ. it i» strange 
that thoM’ wlm use thh argument 
should not have perceived that they 
might, with equal justice, infer that 
Origcn was ignorant of St. Paul’s 
preaching at Malta. Sill more extra¬ 
ordinary is it to find Wiescler reiving 
on the testimony of Pope Innocent I., 
who asserts (in the true spirit of th« 
Papacy) that 4 all the churches in Italy, 
( r.iul, Spain. Africa, Sicily, and the in¬ 
terjacent inland's were founded by emis¬ 
saries of St. Peter or his successors: 
an assertion manifestly contradicting 
the Acts of the Apostles, and the known 
history of the Galilean Church, and 
made by a writer of the fifth century ! 
11 has been also argued by Wiescler that 
Eusebius and Chrysostom were led to 
the hypothesis of a second imprison¬ 
ment by their mistaken view of *2 Tun. 
iv. 20. Rut it is equally probable that 
they were led to that view of the pas¬ 
sage by their*previous belief in the tra¬ 
dition of the second imprisonment. Nor 
is their view of that passage untenable, 
though we think it mistaken. 
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to a gratuitous hypothesis, or to inconclusive arguments from pro¬ 
bability. Thus they try to account for the tradition of the Spanish 
journey, by the arbitrary supposition that it arose from a wish to 
represent St. Paul as having fulfilled his expressed intentions (Rom. 
xv. 19) of visiting Spain. Or they say that it is improbable Nero 
would have liberated St. Paul after he had fallen under the influ¬ 
ence of Popptea, the Jewish proselyte. Or, lastly, they urge that, 
if St. Paul had really been liberated, wo must have had some account 
of his subsequent labours. The (irst argument needs no answer, 
being a mere hypothesis. The second, as to the probability of the 
matter, may be met by the remark that we know far too little of 
the circumstances, and of the motives which weighed with Nero, to 
judge how he would have been likely to act in the case. To the 
third argument we may oppose the fact, that we have no account 
whatever of St. Paul’s labours, toils, and sufferings, .during several 
of the most active years of Ilia life, and oidy learn their existence 
by a casual allusion in a letter to the Corinthians (2 Cor. xi. 24, 
25). Moreover, if this argument be worth anything, it would prove 
that none of the Apostles except St. Paul took any part whatever 
in the propagation of the Gospel after the first few years ; since we 
have no testimony to their subsequent labours at all more definite 
than that which we have above quoted concerning the work of St. 
Paul after his liberation. 

But further, unless we are prepared to dispute the genuineness 
of the Pastoral Epistles, 1 we must admit not only that St. Paul 
was liberated from his Roman imprisonment, but also that he con¬ 
tinued his Apostolic labours for at least some years afterwards. 
For it is now' admitted, by nearly all those who are competent 
to decide on such a question, 2 first, that the historical facts men¬ 
tioned in the Epistles to Timotheus and Titus cannot be placed in 
any portion of St. Paid’s life before or during his first imprison¬ 
ment in Rome ; and, secondly, that the style in which those Epistles 
are written, and the condition of the Church described in them, 
forbid the supposition of such a date. Consequently we must 
acknowledge (unless we deny the authenticity of the Pastoral 
Epistles) that after St. Paul’s Roman imprisonment he was tra¬ 
velling at liberty in Ephesus,- 1 Crete,* Macedonia, 1 Miletus, 0 and 
Nicopolis, 7 and that he was afterwards a second time in prison in 
Rome. 11 c 

But when we have said this, wo have told nearly all that we 
know of the Apostle’s personal history, from his liberation to his 

* On the question of the date of the we have there asserted that competent 
Pastoral Epistles, see Appendix II. judges are nearly unanimous in agree- 

a Dr. Davidson is an exception, and itig with our view of the second impri- 
has summed up all that can be said on sonment. But any one who reads 
the opposite side of the question with carefully what we have written above, 
his usual ability and fairness. With will perceive that this is not what we 
regard to Wieseler, see the note in the have said. We have only asserted that 
Appendix, above referred to. [In an most competent judges are^ agreed tn 
able and candid review /,f this work, thinking that the Pastoral Epistles can- 
which appeared in Kitto’s’h/oarao/ of not be placed before the first captivity .] 

Sacred Literature, the reviewer has mis- • 1 I Tim. i. 3. 4 Titus i. 5. 

understood our assertion in the text, on 5 1 Tim. i. 3. 6 2 Tim. iv. 20. 

which this is a note. He states that f Titus iii. 12. 8 2 Tim. i. 1C, 17. 
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death. We cannot fix with certainty the length of the time whirl? 
intervened, nor the order in which lie visited the dill'exeiit places 
where he is recorded to have laboured. The following data, how¬ 
ever, we have. I 11 the first place, his martyrdom is universally said 
to have occurred' in the reign of Nero. Secondly, Timotheus was 
still a 1/0100/ man (i.e. young for the charge committed to him)' at 
the time of Paul's second imprisonment at Jiomc. Thirdly, the 
three Pastoral Ki >istles were written within a few month* of one 
another. 3 Fourthly, their styla <lillers so niucli from the st>leof the 
earlier Epistles, tliat we must suppose ;is long an interval between 
their date and that of the Epistle to Philippi as is consistent with 
the preceding conditions. 

These reasons concur in leading us to li\ the t«.sf ymr of AYn> as 
that of St. Paul's martyrdom. And this is the very year assigned 
toit by Jerome, and the next to that assigned by Eusebius; the 
two earliest writers who mention tin* date of St. Paul's death at all. 
Wo have already seen that St. Paul tirst arrived in Home in the 
spring of a.i>. 41 : we therefore have, on our hypothesis, an interval 
of live years between the period with which St. Luke concludes 
(a.d. 03), and the Apostle's martyrdom. 1 And the grounds above 
mentioned lead us to the conclusion that this interval was occupied 
in the following manner. 

Ill tile first place, after the long delay which we have before en¬ 
deavoured to explain, St. Paul's appeal came on for hearing before 
the Emperor. The appeals from the provinces in civil causes were 
heard, wot hy the Emperor himself, but by bis delegates, who were 
persons of consular rank : Augustus had appointed one such dele¬ 
gate to hear appeals from each pro\ nice respectively. ' Put criminal 
appeals appear generally to have been beard by the Emperor in 
person/’ assisted by his council <>f Assessors. Tiberius and Claudius 
had usually sat for this purpose in the Forum; ' but Nero, after the 
example of Augustus, heard these causes in the Imperial Palace/ 
whose ruins still crown the Palatine. Here, at one end of a splendid 
hall/ lined with the precious marbles'" of Egypt and of Lybia, we 
must imagine the Caesar seated, in the midst of his Assessors. 
These councillors, twenty in number, were men of the highest rank 


1 See the references to Tertullian. 
Eusebius, Jerome, «l*e. in\ eii below, p. 
782, n. 2. • 

* 1 Tim. iii. 2, 2 Tim. ii. 22. 

3 Sec remarks on the date of the 
Pastoral Epistles, in the Appendix. 

4 The above data show us the neces¬ 
sity of supposing as long an interval 
as possible between .St. Paul’s liberation 
anil his second imprisonment. There¬ 
fore we must assume that his ap{>cal 
was finally decided at the end of tlit* 
‘two years’ mentioned in Aids xxviii. 
30,—that is, in the spring of a.i>. 03. 

5 Sueton. Oct. 33; but Geib thinks 
this arrangement was not of long dura¬ 
tion. 

6 * Other matters he himself examined 
and decided with his Assessors, sitting 


on the tribunal ill the. Palatiuin.* (Dio, 
h. 27.) This is said of Augustus. 

7 A> to Tiberiu-*, see Dn», 1\ ii. 7; and 
a** to ( ’laudin', Dio, lx. 1. 

H Tilx-nus built a tribunal on the 
Palatine (Dio/vii. 7). 

u Dio mentions that the ceiling* of 
the Halls of Justice in tin* Palatine 
were painted by Severus to represent 
the starry sky. l'hc old Koman prac¬ 
tice was for the magistrate to sit under 
the open *kv, which probably mggested 
tins kind of ceiling. Even the basi¬ 
lica** were not roofed over fas to their 
central nav) till a late ]h*H<h!. 

Tlto*^ who ar«* ae<pianitcd with 
Koine win remember how* the interior 
of many of the ruined building* is lined 
with a coating of these precious marbles. 
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cision was contained in the written depositions forwarded fros? 
Judsea by Festus, yet the Homan law required the personal presence 
of the accusers and the witnesses, whenever it could be obtained. 1 
We already know the charges 3 brought against the Apostle. Ho 
was accused of disturbing the Jews in the exercise of their worship, 
which was secured to them by law ; of desecrating their Temple • 
and, above all, of violating the public peace of the Empire by* per¬ 
petual agitation, as the ringleader of a new and factious sect. This 
charge 3 was the most serious in the view of a Roman statesman ; 
for the crime alleged amounted to maje.itna, or treason against the 
Commonwealth, and was punishable with death. 

These accusations were supported by the emissaries of the San¬ 
hedrin, and probably by the testimony of witnesses from Judies, 
Ephesus, Corinth, and the other scenes of Paul’s activity. The 
foreign accusers, however, did not rely on the support of their own 
unaided eloqtience. * They doubtless hired the rhetoric of some 
accomplished Roman pleader (as they had done oven before the 
provincial tribunal of Felix) to set olf their cause to the best ad¬ 
vantage, and paint the dangerous character of their antagonist in 
the darkest colours. Nor would it have been difficult to represent 
the missionary labours of Paul .as dangerous to the security of the 
Roman state, when we remember how ill-informed the Roman 
magistrates, who listened, must have been concerning the questions 
really at issue between Paul and his opponents ; and when we con¬ 
sider how easily the Jews were excited against the government by 
any fanatical leader who appealed to their nationality, and how 
readily file kingdom of the Messiah, which Paul proclaimed, might 
be misrepresented as a temporal monarchy, set up in opposition to 
the foreign domination of Rome. 

We cannot suppose that St. Paul had secured the services of any 
professional advocate to repel such false accusations,J and put the 
truth clearly before his Roman judges. We know that he resorted 
to no such method on former occasions of a similar kind. And 
it seems more consistent with his character, and his unwavering 


annhiation and cross-examination of 
witnesses for tlie prosecution ; (.'!) 

Speech of the prisoner; (4) Examination 
and cross-examination of the witnesses 
for the defence. The introduction of 
cross-examination was an innofation 
upon the old Republican procedure. 

1 As to the accusers, see above, p. 
614, n. 9. Written depositions wore 
received at this period |>v the Homan 
Courts, but not where the personal 
presence of the witnesses could be ob¬ 
tained. See also Acts xxiv. 19, 1 who 
ought to have been here present before 
thee.’ 

* See Acts xxiv. 5, 6, and xxv. 7, 8, 
and pp. 607, 608, and 615. 

3 It must be remembered that the 
old Republican system of criminal pro¬ 
cure had undergone a great change 
before the time of Nero, Under the 


old law (tin* system of (}n<rst i<mcs l*er- 
petua) different charges were tried in 
distinct courts, and by different magis¬ 
trates. In modem language a eriminal 
indictment could then only contain one 
count. Hut this was altered under the 
Emperors ; 4 ut si qtiis sacrilojrii simul 
ct homieidii acmscttir ; quod nunc in 
publieis judiciis [i.c. those of the Qtia*- 
tiones Perpetual which were still not 
entirely obsolete] non accidit, fjuoninru 
Prietor certA lege sortifur ; Prmcipum 
autem et Senatus oognifioiiibti# fre- 
quens cst.’ (Quint il. Inst. Orut. iii. 
10 .) 

4 It was most usual, at this period, 
that both parties should I** represented 
by advocate ; but the parties were al¬ 
lowed to conduct their cause themselves, 
if they preferred doing so. 
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Reliance on his Master’s promised aid, to suppose that he answered 1 
the elaborate harangue of the hostile pleader by a plain and simple 
statement of facts, like that which he addressed to Felix, Festus, 
and Agrippa. He could easily prove the falsehood of the charge 
of sacrilege, by the testimony of those who were present in the 
Temple ; and perhaps the refutation of this more definite accusation 
might incline his judges more readily to attribute the vaguer charges 
to the malice of his opponents. He would then proceed to show 
that, far from disturbing the exercise of the religio licit a of Juda¬ 
ism, he himself adhered to that religion, rightly understood. He 
would show that, far from being a seditious agitator against the 
state, he taught his converts everywhere to honour the Imperial 
Government, and submit to the ordinances * of the magistrate for 
conscience’ sake. And, though he would admit the charge of be¬ 
longing to the sect of the Nazarenes, yet he f would remind his 
opponents that they themselves^acknowledged the division of their 
nation into various sects, which were equally entitled to the pro¬ 
tection of the law ; and that the sect of the Nazarenes had a right 
to the same toleration which was extended to those of the Pharisees 
and the Sadducees. 

We know not whether he entered on this occasion into the pecu¬ 
liar doctrines of that ‘ sect’ to which he belonged ; basing them, as 
he ever did, on the resurrection of the dead ; 1 * and reasoning of 
righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come. If so, he had 
one auditor at least who had more need to tremble than even Felix. 
But doubtless a seared conscience, and a universal frivolity of cha¬ 
racter, rendered Nero proof against emotions which for a moment 
shook the nerves of a less audacious criminal. 

When the parties on both sides had been heard, 4 and the wit¬ 
nesses all examined and cross-examined (a process which perhaps 
occupied several days ’), the judgment of the court was taken. 
Each of the Assessors gave his opinion in writing to the Emperor, 
who never discussed the judgment with his Assessors, as had been 
the practice of better emperors, but after reading their opinions 
gave sentence according to his own pleasure,' 5 without reference to 
the judgment of the majority. On this occasion it might have 


1 Probably all St. Paul's judges, on 
this occasion, were familiar with (Jreek, 
and therefore he might address them in 
his own native tongue, without the need 
of an interpreter. 

* Compare Horn. xiii. 1-7. 

:i Compare the prominence given to 
the Resurrection in the statement before 
the Sanhedrin (Acts xxiii. t»), before 
Felix (Acts xxiv. 15), before Fcstus 
(Acts xxv. 19), and before Agrippa 
(Acts xxvi. 8). 

4 We are told by Suetonius, as we 
have mentioned before, that Nero heard 

both parties cm each of the* counts of 
the indictment separately; a^id gave 
his decision on one count before he pro¬ 
ceeded to the next. (Sueton. Nero, 15.) 
The proceedings, therefore, which we 


have described in the text, must have 
been repeated at many times as there 
were separate charges against St. Paul. 

Plin. JCpist. ii. 11. 4 The giving of 

the proofs continued till the third 
day ; * and again, Kp. iv. 9, 4 On the 
following day Titius, llomullus, and 
Pronto pleaded admirably for Ha**sus : 
the proofs occupied four days.’ 

r * Suet. Nero. 15. This judgment 
was not pronounced by Nero till the 
next day. The sentence of a magis¬ 
trate was always given in writing at this 
pei iod and generally delivered by the 
magistrate himself. Ilut in the case of 
the Emperor, he did not read his own 
sentence, but caused it to l>e read in 
his presence by his Quaestor. 
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been expected that lie would have pronounced the condemnation of f 
the accused ; for the influence of Poppa»a had now 1 2 readied its 
culminating point, and she was, as we liave said, a Jewish proselyte. 
We can scarcely doubt that the emissaries from Palestine would 
have sought access to .so powerful a protectress, and demanded her 
aid* for the destruction of a traitor to the .Jewish faith ; nor would 
any scruples have prevented her from listening to their request, 
backed as it probably was, according to the Roman usage, by a 
bribe. If such influence was exerted upon Nero, it might have 
been expected easily to prevail*. Hut we know not all the com¬ 
plicated intrigues of the Imperial Point. Perhaps some Christian 
freedmanof Narcissusmay have counteracted, through the interest 
of that powerful favourite, the dewces of St. Paul's antagonists, 
or possibly Nero may have been capriciously inclined to act upon 
his own independent view of the law and justice of the case, or 
to show his cbntempt for what. In* regarded as the potty squabbles 
of a superstitious people, by ‘driving the accusers from his judg¬ 
ment seat’ with the same feelings which (Jallio had shown on a 
similar occasion. 

However this mav be, the trial resulted in tin* acquittal of St. 
Paul. He was pronounced guiltless of tin* charges brought, against 
him, his fetters were struck off, and he was liberated from his 
lengthened captivity. And now at last he was free to realist* his 
long-cherished purpose of evangelising flu* West. Hut flu* imme¬ 
diate execution of this design was for flu* present postponed, in 
order t^uit he might first revisit some of his earlier converts, who 
again needed his presence. 

Immediately 011 his liberation it ma\ reasonably be supposed that 
he fulfilled the intention which he had lately expressed (Philcm. 22, 
and Phil. ii. 24), of travelling eastward through Macedonia, ami 
seeking the churches of Asia Minor, some of which, an yet, had not 
seen his face in the flesh. We liave already learnt, from tin* Kpistle 
to the Colossians, how much his influence and authority were 
required among those Asiatic Churches. NN e must suppose him, 
therefore, to have gone from Rome by the usual route, erossing the 
Adriatic from Rrundusimn to Apollonia, or Dvrrhaehmm, and pro¬ 
ceeding by the great Kgnatian road through Macedonia, and we 
can imagine the joy wherewith lie was welcomed by his beloved 
children at Philippf, when 4ie thus gratified the expectation which 
he had encouraged them to form. There is no reason to suppose, 
however, that he lingered in Macedonia. It is more likely that lu- 
hastened on to Ephesus, and made that city once more, his centre of 
operations. If lie effected his purpose,* he now for the hrst time 
visited Colossie, Laodicea, and other churches in that region. 

Having accomplished the objects of his visit, to Asia Minor, »e 
was at length enabled (perhaps in the year following that of Jus 


1 Poppiea’s influence was at its height 
from the birth to the death of her 
daughter Claudia, who was Ix»rn at 
the beginning of a.i>. 6H, and lived four 
months. 

2 See last chapter, p. 723, n. 5. 

. ^ This Narcissus must not be con¬ 


founded with the more celebrated 
favourite of < lauditix. See l>in, Ixiv -5. 
The Nun-urns Jure mentioned had 
Christian, convert-* in Jim e-taliluli- 
metit ; sec Rom. xvi. 11 and note. 

4 See Piti Jem. 22. 
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Iteration) to undertake liis long-meditated journey to Spain. By 
what route he went, we know not; he may either have travelled by 
way of Rome, which had been his original intention, or more pro¬ 
bably, avoiding the dangers which at this period (in the height of 
the Neronian persecution) would have beset him there, he may have 
gone by sea. There was constant commercial intercourse between 
the East and Massilia (the modem Marseilles); and Massilia was in 
daily communication with the Peninsula. We may suppose him to 
have reached Spain in the year 64, and to have remained there 
about two years; which would allow'liim time to establish the germs 
of Christian Churches among the Jewish proselytes who were to be 
found in all the great cities, from Tarraco to Cades, along the 
Spanish coast. 1 

From Spain St. Paul seems to have returned, in a.d. 60, 2 to 
Ephesus; and here he found that the predictions which he had long 
ago uttered to the Ephesian presbyters were already receiving their 
fulfilment. Heretical teacliers'had arisen in the very bosom of the 
Church, and were leading away the believers after themselves. 
Hymenams and Philetus were sowing, in a congenial soil, the seed 
which was destined in another century to bear so ripe a crop of 
error. The East and West were infusing their several elements of 
poison into the pure cup of Gospel truth. In Asia Minor, as at 
Alexandria, Hellenic philosophise! did not refuse to blend with 
Oriental theosophy; the Jewish superstitions of the Cabbala, and 
the wild speculations of the Persian magi, were combined with the 
Greek craving for an enlightened and esoteric religion. The out¬ 
ward forms of superstition were ready for the vulgar multitude; 
the interpretation was confined to the aristocracy of knowledge, the 
self-styled Gnostics (1 Tim. vi. 20); and we see the tendencies at 
work among the latter, when we learn that, like their prototypes 
at Corinth, they denied tin future resurrection of the dead, and 
taught that the only true resurrection was that which took place 
when the soul awoke from the death of ignorance to the life of 
knowledge. 3 Wo recognise already the germ of those heresies 
which convulsed the Church in the succeeding century; and we 
may imagine the grief and indignation aroused in the breast of St. 
Paul, when ho found the extent of the evil, and the number of 
Christian converts already infected by the spreading plague. 

Nevertheless, it is evident from the Epistles- to Timotheus and 
Titus, written about this time, that lie was prevented by other 
duties from staying in this oriental region so long as his presence 
was required. He left his disciples to do that which, had circum¬ 
stances permitted, he would have done himself. He was plainly 
hurried from one point to another. Perhaps also he had lost some 
of his former energy. This might well be the case, if we consider 
all he had endured during thirty years of labour. The physical 
hardships which he had undergone were of themselves sufficient to 
wear out the most robust constitution ; and we know that his health 


■Seep. 15. 

* This hypothesis best explains the 
subsequent transactions recorded in the 
Pastoral Epistles. See remarks in 


Appendix II. on their date, and the 
Chronological Table given in Appendix 
III. 

a See pp. 853, 354. 
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was already broken many years before. 1 Hut in addition to those 
bodily trials, the moral conflicts which he continually encountered 
could not fail to tire down the elasticity of his spirit'. The hatred 
manifested by so large and powerful a section even of the Christian 
Church ; the destruction of so many early friendships ; the faithless 
desertion of followers; the crowd of anxieties which pressed upon 
him daily, and ‘the care of ail the Churches;’ must needs have 
preyed upon the mental energy of any man, but especially of one 
whose temperament was so ardent and impetuous. When approach 
ing the age of seventy, 2 he might well he worn out both in body and 
mind. And this will account for the comparative want of vigour 
and energy which has been attributed to the l’astoral Epistles, if 
there be any such deficiency; and may perhaps also be in part the 
cause of his opposing those errors by deputy, which we might rather 
have expected him to uproot by his own personal exertions. 

However this liiaT be, he seems not to have remained for any 
long time together at Ephesus, but to have been called away from 
thence, first to Macedonia,* and afterwards to Crete; 4 and imme¬ 
diately on his return from thence, he appears finally to have left 
Ephesus for Home, by way of Corinth. ’ Hut here we are antici¬ 
pating our narrative: we must return to the first of these hurried 
journeys, when he departed from Ephesus to Macedonia, leaving 
the care of the Ephesian Church to Timotheus, and charging him 
especially with the duty of counteracting the efforts of those hereti¬ 
cal teachers whose dangerous character we have described. 

W hi p he arrived in Macedonia, he found that his absence might 
possibly be prolonged beyond what he had expected; and he pro¬ 
bably felt that Timotheus might need some more explicit credential 
from himself than a mere verbal commission, to enable him for a 
longer period to exercise that Apostolic authority over the Ephesian 
Church, wherewith he had invested him. It would also be desirable 
that Timotheus should be able, in his struggle with the heretical 
teachers, to exhibit documentary proof of St. Haul’s agreement with 
himself, and condemnation of the opposing doctrines. Such seem to 
have been the principal motives which led St. Haul to despatch 
from Macedonia that which is known as ‘ the First Epistle to 
Timothy:’ in which are contained various rules for the government 
of the Ephesian Church, such as would be received with submission 
when thus seen t<» proceed directly from its Apostolic founder, 
while they would perhaps have been less readily obeyed, if seeming 
to be the spontaneous injunctions of the youthful Timotheus. I 11 
the same manner it abounds with impressive denunciations against 
the false teachers at Ephesus, which might command the assent of 
some who turned a deaf ear to the remonstrances of the Apostolic 
deputy. There are also exhortations to Timotheus himself, some 
of which perhaps were rather meant to bear an indirect application 
to others, at the time, as they have ever since furnished a treasury 
of practical precepts for the Christian Church. 

1 See Gol. iv. 13, 14, and 2 Cor. xii. Appendix-. , 

7-9. 3 1 Tim. i. 3. 

1 See p. 63, and compare Philem. 4 Titiw i. 5. 

9 and the Chronological Table in tlic 3 2 Tim. iv. 20, 
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THE FIRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHEUS.' 

Salutation, Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ, by command of j, 1 
God our Saviour and Christ Jesus 1 2 our hope, to 2 
Timotheus my thoe son in 3 faith. 

Grace, Mercy, and Peace, from God our Father, 
and Christ Jesus our Lord. 


Timothci't. n As I desired thee to remain in Ephesus , 4 when 1 3 
vvas s °Miiig out, f° r Macedonia, that thou mightest 
to,,|,|H,s.-tiu' command certain persons not to teach 5 * falsely, nor 
to regard fables and endless 8 * genealogies, which fur -4 
nisli ground for disputation, rather than for the exer¬ 
cising of the stewardship 7 of God in faith. 

Now the end of the commandment is love, pro- 5 
eeeding from a pure heart, and good conscience, and 
undissembled faith. Which sonic have missed, and a 
have turned aside to vain-babbling, desiring to be 
teachers of the Law , 8 understanding neither what 7 
they say nor whereof they affirm. But vve know that 3 
the Law is good, if a man use it lawfully; knowings 
this, that thc u Law is not made for a 10 righteous man, 
but for the lawless and disobedient, for the impious 
and sinful, for the unholy and profane, for parricides 11 
and murderers, for fornicators, sodomites, slave- 
dealers , 12 liars, perjurers, and whatsoever else is con- 10 
trary to sound doctrine. Such is the glorious Glad- 11 


1 For the date of this Epistle see the 
Appendix. 

2 ‘ Lord ’ is omitted in the best MSS. 

3 Not ‘the faith’ (A. V.), which 
would require the definite article. 

4 This sentence is left incomplete. 
Probablv St. Paul meant to complete it 
by ‘so ( still desire thee,’ or something 
to that effect; but forgot to express this 
as he continued to dictate the subject 
of his charge to Timotheus. 

'» This Greek word occurs nowhere 
but in this Kpistle. 

8 See pp. 355, 350, anil Titus iii. 0. 

7 ‘Stewardship’ (not. ‘edifying’) is 
the reading of the MSS. Compare 1 
Cor. ix. 17. It would seem from thta 
expression, that the false teachers in 
Ephesus were among the number of the 
presbvters, which would agree with the 
anticipation expressed in Acts xx. 30. 

8 We must observe that this expres¬ 

sion may be taken in two ways ; either 


to denote Judaisers, who insisted on the 
permanent obligation of the Mosaic 
Law (which seems to suit the context 
best), or to denote Platonising ex¬ 
pounders of the IjRw, like Philo, who 
professed to teach the true and deep 
view of the Lqw. To suppose (with 
Ilaur)'that a Gnostic like Marcion, who 
rejected the Law altogether, could be 
called ‘a teacher of the Law ’ is (to say 
the least of it) a very unnatural hy¬ 
pothesis. 

9 The noun in the original is without 
the article here, as often when thus used. 
Compare Pom. ii. 12, iii. 31, iv. 13, & c. 
. 10 Compare Gal. v. 18, ‘ If ye are led 
by the Spirit, ye are not under the 
Law,’ and the note on that passage. 

11 This word in English includes 
parricides and matricides , both of which 
are expressed in the original. 

12 This is the literal translation. 
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tidings of the blessed God, which was committed to 
my trust. 

12 And I thank Him who has given mo st rength, Thecmnmb- 
Christ Jesus our Lord, that He accounted me faith- m^S'rViS! 1 " 

lttful, and appointed me to minister unto His ser\iei», 
who was before a blasphemer and persecutor, and 
doer of outrage ; but 1 received mercy, because l 

14 acted ignorantly, in unbelief. And the grace* of our 
Lord abounded beyond 1 measure*, with faith and love 

15 which is in Christ Jesus. faithful is the saying,* 2 
and worthy of all acceptation, 1 (’heist Jemt s- eomr 
info the u'(n'hl fo sore sinners of whom I am first. 

16 lhit for this cause I received mercy, that in me tirst 
Jesus Christ»might?shew forth all His long suffering, 
for a pattern of those* who should heuv.ifter believe* 

17on Him unto life* e*v<*rlasting. Now to the* king 
eternal, 3 immortal, invisible, the* only 4 God, be hon¬ 
our and glory unto the age*s of ages. Amen. 

18 This charge I commit unto thee, son Timotheus, i iih>h« a 
nceoreling to the* former prophecies 5 * concerning t he*e*; o.im iu-iom- 

19 that in the* strength thereof thou ma^cst tight the* 
good fight, holding faith and a good conscience*, 
which some have e*ast away, and made* shipwre»eh 

20concerning the faith. Among whom arc* Hyme*na*us r ’ 
and Alexander, whom T delivered o\ cr unto Satan 7 
that the*y might 1»* taught bv H punishme*nt not to 
blaspheme*. 

i. l 1 exliort therefore, that first of all,'-' supplmati<«is, 


1 Compare Born. v. 20, ‘the {fill of 
grace ove* rtf owed beyond.* 

2 See* note* oil iii. 16. 

3 This wins tlie* host interpretation 

of ‘king of tin* ; compare Apoe. 

xi. 15. 

* 1 Wise’ in omitted in the hont MSS. 

5 These prophecies• were p^pbabh 

made at the tun.' when Timotheus was 
first called tthe service of Christ. 
Compare Acts xiii. 1, 2, when the will 
of God for the mission of Paul and 
Barnabas was indicated b}* the Prophets 
of the Church of Antioch. 

These are probably the same men¬ 
tioned in the second Epistle (2 Tim. 
ii. 17, and iv. 14). Baur and Pc Wette 
argue that this passage is inconsistent 
with the hypothesis that 2 Tim. was 
written after 1 Tim.; because Hymcmens 
(who in this place is described a«« ex¬ 
communicated and cut off from the 
Church) appears in 2 Tim. ns a faKe 
teacher still active in the Church. But 


there is nothing at all inconsistent in 
this ; for example, the incestuous man 
at Corinth, who had the very same sen¬ 
tence passed on him (1 Cor. v. 5), was 
restored to the Chun !i in a few months, 
on his re|H iit.mec. I)e Wette alsosa\s 
that in 2 'Inn. ii. 17, Ilymensens an- 
pears to he mentioned to Timotheus 
J'nr the Jir\t tnnr\ hut this (we think) 
will not be the opinion of an\ one who 
takes an unprejudiced view of that 
passage 

' < )n this expression, «ee the n<*ton 
I for v. 5. 

* The Greek verb has this meaning. 
Cf. I.uke xxiii. 16, and 2 (’or. vi. 11. 

*♦ 4 First <>f all.’ munch, before the 
other praters. This explanation, which 
is Chr\sostomV, seem- preferable to 
that adopted l>v Be W» Me, ffutiier. 
and others who take it to uie.m ‘above 
all things.’ It is < lear fioin what fol¬ 
lows (v. 8) that St. Paul is s|x-aking 
of public prayer, which lie here directs 
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'SIdthrSa ip P ra y er8 i intercessions, and thanksgivings be made 
viourofmcii for all men ; for kings 1 and all that are in authority, ii. 
thereat. that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness 2 and gravity. For this is good and accept- ■) 
able in the sight of God our Saviour, who wills that 4 . 
, all men should be saved, and should come to the 
knowledge 3 of the truth. For [over all] there is but 4 5 
one God, and one mediator between God and men, 
the man 5 Christ Jesus,’who gave Himself a ransom 6 
for all men, to be testified in due time. And of this 7 
testimony I was appointed herald and apostle (I 
speak the truth in Christ, I lie not), a teacher of the 
Gentiles, in faith and truth. 1 desire, then, that in 8 
everyplace 0 the men 7 should offer up prayers, lifting 
up their hands 8 in'holiness, putting away anger and 
disputation. Likewise, also, that the women should 9 
come 9 in seemly apparel, and adorn themselves with 
modesty and self-restraint; 10 not in braided hair, or 
gold, or pearls, or costly garments, but (as befits 10 
women professing godliness) with the ornament of 
good works. Let women learn in silence, with entire it 
submission. But I permit not a woman to teach, nor 12 
to claim authority over the man, but to keep silence. 
(For Adam was first formed, then Eve. And Adam 13 
was not deceived ; but the woman was deceived, and 14 
became a transgressor.) But women will be saved 11 15 

to be commenced by intercessory which could be offered in every place 
prayer. * and the Jewish sacrifices, which could 

1 Here we sec a precept directed only be offered in the Temple, 
against the seditious temper which pro- 7 The men , not the women , were to 
vailed (as we have already seen, p. 358) officiate. 

among some of the early heretics. 8 This was the Jewish attitude in 
Compare Jude 8, and 2 Pet. ii. 9, and prayer. Cf. Ps. Ixiii. 4. 

Horn. xiii. 1. After women we must supply pray 

2 This term for Christian piety is not (as 'Chrysostom docs), or something 

used by St. Paul except in the Pastoral equivalent (to tahe part in the worship , 
Epistles. We must refer here to the «fcc.) frem the pitceuing context. 
Appendix in the larger editions. See 10 It is a peculiarity of the Pastoral 
note on Tit. i. 9. It is used by St. Epistles to dwell very frequently on this 
Peter (2 Pet. i. 6) and by Clemens Ho- virtue of self-restraint. A list of such 
manus in the same sense. peculiarities is given in the Appendix 

3 For the meaning of this, compare in the larger editions. 

2 Tim. iii. 7, and Horn. x. 2, and 1 Cor. 11 The Greek here cannot mean * in 
xiii. 12. child-bearing.’ (A. V.) The Apostle’s 

4 This is the same sentiment as Rom. meaning is, that women are to be kept 

iii. 29, 30. in’the path of safety, not by taking 

* The manhood of our Lord is here upon themselves the office of the man 

insisted on, because thereon rests His (by taking a public part in the as- 
mediation. Compare Heb. ii. 14, and setnblies of the Church, &c.), but by 

iv. 15. " the performance of the peculiar func- 

6 Chrysostom thinks that there is tions which God has assigned to their 

a contrast between Christian worship, sex. 
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by the bearing of children; if they continue in faith 
and love and holiness, with self-restraint. 

1 Faithful is the saying, ‘ if a man seeks the. of r.„ 

- « liinhoj ) 1 he desires <i ijood work: A Bishop, 5 then',i'iw 
must be free from reproach, the husband 3 ot one 1 ’ 5 "" 
wife, sober, self-restrained, orderly, hospitable, 4 
•1 skilled in teaching; not given to wine or brawls, 3 
4 but gentle, peaceable, and liberal; ruling his own 
household well, keeping his children in subjection 
3 with all gravity—(but, if a man knows not how to 
rule lus own household, how can he take, charge of the 
6 Church of God'r)—not a novice, lest he be blinded 
with pride and fall into the condemnation of the 
'Devil. Moreover, lie ought to have a good reputa¬ 
tion among those who are without the Church ; lest 
he fall into reproach, and into a snare of the Devil. 6 
0 Likewise, the Deacons must be men of gravity, nirvoi.m.ii.r 
not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not, 
greedy of gain, holding the mystery of tho faith in a 1 ""’ 

9 pure conscience. And let these also be first, tried, 

10and after trial be made Deacons, if they are found 
11 irreproachable. Their wives, 7 likewise, must be 


1 It should not be forgotten that 
the word tnuTKono* is u»ed in the 
Pastoral Epistles as synonymous with 
np*o/iv r<pos. Sec p. .‘140 and Tit. i. 5, 
compared with i. 7. 

,£ Rightly translated in A. V. ‘a 
bishop/ not * the bi-ho^i/ in spite of (lie 
article. See note on Tit. i. 7. 

3 4 Husband of one wife.' Compare 
iii. 12, v. 1>, and Tit. i. 0. Many dif¬ 
ferent interpretations have b«*cn given 
to this precept. It lias been supposed 
(14 to prescribe marriage, (2) to forbid 
poly gam v, (3) to forbid second mar¬ 
riages. The true interpretation seems 
to be as follows:—In tkccorrup^facihtv 
of divorce allowed both by the (ireek 
and Roman law, it was very common 
for man and wife to separate, and marry 
other parties, dining the life of one an¬ 
other. Thus a man might have three 
or four living wives ; or, rather, women 
who had all successively been his wives. 
An example of the operation of a simi¬ 
lar code is unhappily to be found in our 
own colony of Mauritius : there the 
French Revolutionary law of divorce 
has been suffered by the English go¬ 
vernment to remain unrepealed; and 
it is not uncommon to meet in society 
three or four women who have all been 
the wives of the same man, and three or 


four men who have all been the hus¬ 
bands of the satin 1 woman. \W believe 
it is this kind of jtucwuuri' polygamy, 
rather than sunneons |M»lygauiy, 
whic h is here spoken of as disqualify¬ 
ing for the Presbvterale. So lie/.a. 

‘ * Hospitable.’ Compare lleb. xiii. 
2, and v. 10 . 

* The allusion to ‘filthy lucre* is 
omitted in the best MSS. 

See note on 2 Tim. ii. 2d. 

7 We agree with I hither in thinking 
fhe Authorised Version eorrect here, 
notwithstanding the great authority of 
Chrysostom in ancient, and De Wet to 
and others in modern limes, who inter¬ 
pret ‘ H'onirn * here to mean ‘i/cuma- 
esscs.’ On that view, the verse is most 
unnaturally interpolated in the midst of 
the discussion concerning the I P arous. 
[This is hardly so, if we view the Pri- 
mih\e Diacouate as consisting of two 
co-ordinate branches, a diacouate of 
men and a diacouate of women. Wc 
observe too, that nothing is -aid above 
of the duties of the wives of the Bishop*. 
Our three chief modem commentator* 
in England, Alford, Kllieoir, and Wools 
worth, interpret the verse before u» as 
it wan interpreted by Chryso“totn and 
Jerome. ic.J 
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> women of gravity, not slanderers, sober and faithful, 

in all things. Let the Deacons be husbands of oneiii 
wife, fitly ruling their children and their own house¬ 
holds. For those who have well performed the office f, 
of a Deacon, gain for themselves a good position,' 
and great boldness in the faith of Christ Jesus. 

Season tor These things I write to thee, although I hope to U 
SirectiSnsto 0 come to thee shortly ; but in order that (if 1 should 15 
rimotheus. delayed) thou inayst know how to conduct thyself 
in the house of God (for such is the Church of the 
living God ) 1 2 as a pillar and main-stay of the truth. 
And, without contradiction, great is the mystery of 16 
godliness—‘ God 3 * was manifested in the flesh, justified* 

■in the Spirit; beheld ! bij angels, preached among the 
Gentiles; believed” on in the world, received up in 
Glorg.' 5 * 

tni-e u-arin-rs Now the Spirit declares expressly, that in after iv, 
thei? cimrac-* ( times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to 
the mode of seducing spirits, and teachings of daemons, speaking h 
them. lies in hypocrisy, having their conscience seared ; ■’ 
hindering marriage , 7 enjoining abstinence from meats, 3 


1 This verse is introduced by ‘for’ 
as giving a reason for the previous 
directions, viz. the great importance of 
having yood deacons ; such men, by the 
tit performance of the office, gained a 
high position in the community, and 
acquired (by constant intercourse with 
different classes of men) a boldness in 
maintaining their principles, which was 
of great advantage tq them afterwards, 
and to the Church of which they were 
subsequently to become Presbyters. 

v In this much disputed passage, we 
adopt the interpretation given by Gre¬ 
gory of Nyssa. So the passage was 
understood (as Canon Stanley observes) 
by the Church of Lyons (a.i>. 177), for 
in their Epistle the same expression is 
applied to Attalus the Martvr. So, 
also, St. Paul speaks of the chief Apos¬ 
tles at Jerusalem as ‘pillars’ (Gal. ii. 
9) ; and so, in Apoe. iii. 12, we find the 
Christian who is undaunted by perse¬ 
cution described as ‘a pillar in the 
temple of God.’ The grammatical ob¬ 
jection to Gregory’s view is untenable; 
and a Greek writer of the 4th century 
may be at least as good as a judge on 
this poiut as his modern opponents. 

3 We retain the Keceivod Text here, 

considering, that when the testimony 

of the MSS. is so divided, we are justi¬ 

fied in retaining the text most familiar 


to English readers. 

4 i.e. justified against gn ill savers, as 
being what He claimed to be. 

5 There can be little doubt that this 
is a quotation from some Christian 
hymn or creed. Such quotations in 
the Pastoral Epistles (of which there 
are live introduced by the same expres- • 
sion, * faithful is the saying ’) eorre- 
spond with the hypothesis that these 
Epistles were among the last written 
by St. Paul. 

* Speaking lies ’ is most natural! v 
taken with * diemons ; ’ but St. Paul, 
while grammatically speaking of the 
diemons, is really speaking of the false 
teachers who he ted under their im¬ 
pulse. 

7 With regard to the nature of the 
heresies here spoken of, see pp. 353-356. 
We observe a strong admixture of the 
Jewish element (exactly like that 
which prevailed, as we have seen, in the 
Colossian heresies) in the prohibition 
of jKirticular kinds of' food ; compare 
v. ‘4, and Col. ii. Id and Col. ii. 21, 
22. This shows the very early date of 
this Epistle, and contradicts the hypo¬ 
thesis of Baur as to its origin. At the 
same time there is also an Anti-Judai- 
cal element, as we have remarked above, 
p. 350, n. 7. 
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which God created to be received with thanksgiving 
by those who believe and have 1 knowledge of the 

4 1111111 . For all things created by God are good, and 
nothing is to be rejected, if it lie received with 

5 thanksgiving. For it is sanctified by the Word of 
God 2 and prayer. 

6 In thus instructing the brethren, thou wilt be a 
good servant of Jesus Christ, nourishing thyself with 
the words of the faith and good doctrine which thou 

7 hast followed. Reject the fables of profane ami 
doting teachers, but train thyself 3 for the contests ot 

8 godliness. For the training of the body is profitable 
for a little ; but godliness is profitable for all things, 
having promise of the present life, and of the life to 

9come. Faithful is the saying, and worthy of all ac- 

10 captation,— ‘Fur to this and irr inihire labour nod re¬ 
proach, because ice hare set our hope uu the lininj Hod, 

Jbho is the saviour of all 4 mankind, specially of the 
faithful.’ 

11 These things enjoin and teach ; let no man despise nmi<- ..r 

12 thy youth , 5 but make thyself a pattern of the faith- 11 " 1 "' 1 "" 

13 ful, in word, in life, in love, 1 'in faith, in purity. Until 
I come, apply thyself to public 7 reading, exhortation, 

14 and teaching. Neglect not. the gift that, is in thee, 
which was given thee by prophecy 8 with the laying 

15 on of the hands of the Presbytery. Let these things 
be thy care ; give thyself wholly to them; that thy 

16 improvement may be manifest to all men. Give luted 


1 See note on 1 Tim. ii. -1. 

* We have a specimen of what is 
meant by this verse, in the following 
beautiful ‘Grace liefore Meat,* which 
was used in the primitive Church : 

* Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord, who feedest 
me from mv youth, who givest food 
unto all flesh. * Fill oufchearts with joy 
and gladness, that always havfhg all 
sufficiency we may abound unto every 
good wort, in Christ Jcmi* our Lord, 
through whom be glory, honour, and 
might unto Thee for ever. Amen.’ 
(Apostolical Constitutions , vii. 4!».) 
The expression ‘ Word of God ’ proba¬ 
bly implies that the thanksgiving was 
commonly made in some Scriptural 
words, taken, for example, out of tin* 
Psalms, as are several expressions in 
the above Grace. 

3 It seems, from a comparison of 
this with the following verse, that the 
false teachers laid great stress on a 
training of the body by ascetic prac¬ 


tices. For the metaphorical language, 
borrowed from the contests of the Pa- 
Isestra, compare 1 Cor. ix. 27, and pp. 
. r )3H, oath 

‘ The prominence given to this truth 
of the universality of salvation in this 
Kpi-dle (compare ii l) seems to imply 
that it was denied by the hphesiati 
false teachers, ho the Gnostics con¬ 
sidered sahatmn as 1 m longing only to 
the enlightened few, who, in their sys¬ 
tem. con '•tit ii ted a kind of spiritual 
nrFroeraev. See p. 

•’ Compare 2 Tim. ii. 22 and the re~ 
maiks in Apjiendix IL 

The words * in spirit* are omitted m 
the-lx st MsS. 

7 This does not mean reading in the 
sense of study, but tending aloud Ut 
others ; the books so read were (at thi* 
period) proWibly those of the Old lea- 
tainent.aud jK-rhaps the earliergoaiiel*. 

* Comhare with thi# passage 1 I tin. 
i. IK and the note. 
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to thyself and to thy teaching ; continue stedfast 
therein. 1 For in so doing, thou shalt save both thy¬ 
self and thy hearers. 

Rebuke not an aged 2 man, but exhort him as thou v. 
wouldest a father ; treat young men as brothers ; the 2 
aged women as mothers; the young as sisters, in all 
purity. 

widow,are t<» Pay due regard 3 to the widows who are friendless 3 

dc flUDPorteu. •* o 

in their widowhood. But if any widow has children 4 
or grandchildren, let them learn to shew their godli¬ 
ness first 4 towards their own household, and to 
requite their paronts : for this is acceptable 5 in the 
sight of God. The widow who is friendless and de- 5 
solate in her widowhood, sets liei hope on God, and 
continues in supplications and prayers night and day ; 
but she who lives in wantonness is dead while she 0 
lives : and hereof do thou admonish them, that they 7 
may be irreproachable. But if any man provide not 8 
for his own, 6 and especially for his kindred, he has 
denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever. 

Qualifications A. widow, to be placed upon the 7 list, must be not 9 

theiM*. 80,1 less than sixty years of age, having been the wife of 
one husband ; 8 she must be well reported of for good 10 
deeds, as one who has brought up children, received 


1 This in them is very perplexing ; 
but it may most naturally be referred 
to the preceding these things. 

2 Chrysostom hits remarked that we 
must not take ‘ Mder ’ here in its official 
sense; compare the following ‘elder 
women.’ 

3 The tv if tows were from the lirst sup¬ 
ported out of the funds of the Church. 
See Acts vi. 1. 

4 First : i.e. before they pretend to 
make professions of godliness in other 
matters, let them show its fruits to¬ 
wards their own kindred. 

5 The best MSS. omit ‘ good and.’ 

n His own would include his slaves 
and dependants. So Cyprian ret)uires 
the Christian masters to tend their 
sick slaves in a pestilence. 

7 It is a disputed point what list is 
referred to in this word ; whether (1) 
it means the list of widows to he sup¬ 
ported out of the charitable fund , or (2) 
tlie list of deacf)nesses (for which office 
the age of sixty seems too old), or (3) 
the body of church-widow 5 , mentioned 
by Tertuliian and by other writers, as 
a kind of female Presbyters, having 
a distinct ecclesiastical position ami 
duties The point is discussed by De 


Wette, Iluthcr, and Wiesinger. We 
are disposed to take a middle course 
between the lirst and third hypotheses ; 
by supposing, viz., that the list here 
mentioned was that of all the widows 
who were officially recognised as sup¬ 
ported by tlie Church ; but was not 
confined to such persons, but included 
also richer widows, who were willing 
to devote themselves to the offices 
assigned to the pauper widows. It 
has been argued that we cannot sup¬ 
pose that livedv widows who did not 
satisfy the conditions of verse 9 would 
be e.rcluded from the benefit of the 
fund ; nor need we suppose this ; but 
since all could scarcely be supported, 
certain conditions were prescribed, 
which must be satisfied liefore any one 
could be considered as officially entitled 
to a place on the list. From the class 
of widows thus formed, the subsequent 
‘ body of widows ’ would naturally 
result. There is not the slightest 
ground for supposing that widows here 
means virgins , as Haur has imagined. 
His opinion is well refuted by Wie¬ 
singer and De Wette. 

B For the meaning of this, see note 
on iii. 2. 
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strangers with hospitality, washed (he feet of the 
saints, relieved the distressed, and diligently followed 

11 every good work. But younger widows reject; for 
when they have become wanton against Christ, they 

12 desiro to marry; and thereby incur condemnation, 
beeauso they have broken their former* promise. 

13 Moreover, they learn 2 to be idle, wandering niton! 
from house to house; and not only idle, but tattlers 
also and busy-bodies, speaking things which ought not 

14 to be spoken. I wish therefore that younger widows 
should marry, bear children, rule their households, 
and give no occasion to the adversary for reproach. 

15 For already some of them have gone astray after 

Satan. • * 

10 If there are widows dependent on any believer 
(whether man or woman), let those on whom they 
depend relieve them, ami let not the Church be bur¬ 
dened with them; that it may relieve the widows 
who are destitute. 

17 Let the Presbyters who perform their otlice well o.xcrmm-nt 

i 1 \ .» 1 * . 11 of tlic rrcuoy- 

bo counted worthy of n twofold honour,•* especially ut**. 
tS those 4 who labour in speaking and teaching. For 
the Scripture saith, ‘ (Ttjou shaft not munlr tljr op that 
trratrctl) out tlje tarn;” and ‘ the htlmitrer is ■■cur/In/ <>f 
his A/re.’’’ 


Id Against a Presbyter receive 
20011 the testimony* of two or thr 

1 Tht* phrase moans to break a pro¬ 
mote, anti is so explained hv Chr\ mm- 
toni, an<l by Augustine. lionet* wo set* 
that, when a widow was received into 
the number of church-widow *, a pro¬ 
mise was lequircd from her (or Ac¬ 
tually understood) that she uould 
devote herself for lift* to tin* employ¬ 
ments which those widows undertook ; 
viz. the ethication c ft orphan*, ami 
suporintendonoe of the younger w onion. 
There is no trace here of the subsequent 
ascetic diaatyproluttion of second mar¬ 
riages, as is evident from verse M, 
whore the younger widows are ox pressly 
desired to marry again. This also con- 
linns our view of the ‘ wife of one 
husband.* See note on iii. 2. 

2 The construction is peculiar, but 
not unexampled in classical Greek. 

3 Honour here seems (from the next 
verse) to flhply the notion of reward. 
Compare the verb honour in verse 3 
above. Upon a misinterpretation of 
this verse was founded the disgusting 
practice, which prevailed in the third 


no accusation except 
ee witnesses. Rebuke 
century, of sotting a # double portion 
of moat before tlit* Presbyters, in the 
feasts of love. 

1 Iii pp. 3 JO, 311, wo observe I hat the 
offices ot pi ex/n/ter and teacher wore 
imitod. at tin* date of the Pastoral ICpis- 
tlos,in thosauio persons ; whi<*h is shown 
bv Opt to teach being ft qualification 
required in a Presbyter, 1 Tim. iii. 2. 
Hut though tins union must in nil caws 
have boon desirable, we bud, from this 
passage, that there were still Mime pres- 
loiters " ho were not teachers, i.c. who 
did not perforin the oflice of public in¬ 
struction in tin* congregation. This in 
another strong pr«M»f ot the early date 
of the Kpi-tlc. 

r * This quotation (l)eut. xxv. 4) is 
applied to the same pur|*ose, I Or. ix. 
V (where the words are quoted in a 
reverse order). The LXX. agioea with 
1 Cor. ix. lb, 

6 Luke x. 7. ... 

7 This rule is founded on the Mosaic 
jurisprudence, Deut. xix. 5, and ap¬ 
pealed to by St. Paul, 2 Cor. xiii. 2* 
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the offenders in the presence of all, that others also 
may fear. I adjure thee, before God and 1 Christy. 21 
Jesus and the chosen 2 angels, that thou observe these 
things without prejudice against any man, and do 
nothing out of partiality. 

Lay hands hastily on no man, nor make thyself 3 a 22 > ' 
partaker in the sins committed by another. Keep 
thyself pure. < 

Drink no longer water only, but use a little wine 23 
for the sake of thy stomach, and thy frequent ma¬ 
ladies. 

[In thy decisions remember that] the sins of some 24 
men are manifest beforehand, and lead the way to 
their condemnation; but the sins of others are not 
seen till afterwards. Likewise, also the good deeds 25 < 
of some men are conspicuous ; and those which they 
conceal cannot be kept hidden. 

Let those who are under^the yoke as bondsmen vi. 1 
esteem their masters worthy of all honour, lest re- 
proach be brought upon the name of God and His 
doctrine. And let those whose masters are believers 2 
rot despise them because they are brethren, but servo 
them with the more subjection, because they who 
claim 4 5 the benefit are believing and beloved. Thus 
teach thou, and exhort. 

If any man teach falsely, 3 and consent not to the 3 
sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the 
godly doctrine, he is blinded with pride, and under- 4 
stands nothing, but is filled with a sickly 6 appetite 


1 Lord, is omitted by the best MSS. 

* By the chosen angels are probably 
meant those especially selected by God 
as His messengers to the human race, 
such as Gabriel. 

3 The meaning of the latter part of 
this verse is, that Timotheus, if he or¬ 
dained unfit persons (e.g. friends or 
relations) out of partiality, would there¬ 
by make himselr a participator in their 
sins. 

4 The A. V. is inconsistent with the 
presence of the Greek definite article. 
The verb here used has the sense of 
claim in classical Greek, though not 
elsewhere in the N. T. 

5 The section from ver. 3 to 10 is 
a general wa. jing against the false 
teachers, as is evident from the whole 
context. It is a mistake to refer the 

‘false teaching* to some (imaginary) 
teachers who are supposed by some to 


have preached the abolition of slavery. 
There is no evidence or probability 
whatever that such teachers existed; 
although it was natural that some of 
the Christian slaves themselves should 
have been temfjted to ‘ despise ’ their 
believing masters, with whom they 
were now united by so holy a bond of 
brotherhood ; a bond which contained 
in itself the seeds of liberty for the 
sla\o, destined to ripen iu due time. 
It would scarcely have been necessary 
to say this, but that a teacher of Di¬ 
vinity has lately published a statement 
that ‘ St. Paul’s epistles condemn at¬ 
tempts to abolish slavery, as the work of 
men “proud, knowing nothing ” Cl Tim. 
vi. 2—4).’ See Rational Godliness : by 
K. Williams, D.D., p. 303. 

B Sicklu is the antithesis to sound 
above. Similar phraseology is found 
in Plato* 
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for disputations ami contentions about words, whcnco * 

fn 5 arise envy, strife, reproaelies, evil suspicions, violent 
collisions 1 * of men whose mind is corrupted, and who 
aro destitute of the truth ; who think that godliness* 

6 is a gainful trade . 3 lint godliness with contentment 

7 is truly gainful; for we brought nothing into the 
world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out; 

8 but having food and shelter,.let us be therewith con- 

9 tent. They who seek for riches fall into temptations 
and snares and many foolish and hurtful desires, 

10 which drown men in ruin and destruction. For the 
love of money is the root of all evils; and some 
coveting it, have been led astray from the faith, and 
pierced tlierrtsclvcs through with pinny sorrows, 

11 But thou, O man of (Sod, flee these things; and Kximri«ii,>n. 

12 follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, sted- ’ 

fastness , 4 meekness. Fight the good fight 5 * 7 * of faith, 
lay hold on eternal life, to which thou 11 wast called, 
and didst confess the good confession before many 

13 witnesses. I charge thee in the presence of God who 
gives life to all things, and Christ Jesus who bore 
testimony under Pontius Pilate 14 to the good confes- 

14 sion, that thou keep that which thou art commanded, 
spotlessly and irreproachably, until the appearing of 

15 our Lord Jesus Christ; which shall in due time be 
made manifest by the blessed and only 9 potentate, 

16 the King of kings, and Lord of lords ; who only hath 
immortality, dwelling in light unapproachable ; wltom 
no man hath seen, nor can see; to whom be honour 
and power everlasting. Amen. 

17 Charge those who are rich in this present world, r>un<i<,nii<! 
not to be high-minded, nor to trust in uncertain™ ,l ‘ 
riches, but in 10 God, who pro\ides all things richly 


1 The originul meifhing of yie un¬ 
compounded word (taking the lending 
of the best MSS.) is friction. 

* The A. V. lure reverses the true 
order, and violates the law of the 
article. 

3 The wonts ‘From such withdraw 
thyself’ are not found here in the Ixst 
MSS. 

4 The meaning is, stedfust endurance 
under persecution. 

i Here we have another of those 
metaphors from the (Jreck games, so 
frequent witli St. Paul. See 2 Tim. iv. 7. 

* ‘ Also ’ is omitted by the best MSS. 

7 • The (not a) good confession ’ 

means the confession of faith in Jesus 


ns the < Titi-t. (Compare Horn. x. 10.) 
Tiinotheus had probably liecn a confes¬ 
sor of Christ, in persecutions, either nt 
liome or elsewhere; nr it is possible 
that the allusion here may lie to tiis 
bapti-in. 

“ For this use of 1 witness 'or ‘testify ' 
with the accusative, compare John fli. 
32, 4 What he hath seen, that he texti- 
fieth.' Our Lord testified lieforc Pontius 
Pilate that lie was the Messiah. 

9 Only. Tins seems to allude to the 

same polytheistic notions of incipient 
Onosl idem* which are opposed in Col. 
i. 16. . 

10 ‘Living’ is omitted hv the beat 
MSS. 
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for our use. Chai'ge them to practise benevolence, vi. 
to be rich in good works, to be bountiful and gene¬ 
rous, storing up for themselves a good foundation for i j 
the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal 1 
life. 

Timotheus O Timotljeus, guard 2 the treasure which is com-20 
“Sof ht'com- mitted to thy trust, and avoid the profane babblings 
and antitheses 3 of the falsely-named ‘Knowledge; 4 
which some professing, have erred concerning the 21 
faith. 


Concluding 

benediction. 


Grace be with thee. 5 


The expectations which St. Paul expressed in the above letter of 
a more prolonged absence from Ephesus, could scarcely have been 
fulfilled; for soon after 6 we find that he had been in Crete (which 
seems to imply that, on his way thither, he had passed through 
Ephesus), and was now again on his way westwards. We must 
suppose, then, that he returned shortly from Macedonia to Ephesus, 
as he hoped, though doubtfully, to be able to do when he wrote to 
Timotheus. From Ephesus, as we have just said, he soon after¬ 
wards made an expedition to Crete. It can scarcely be supposed 
that the Christian Churches of Crete were first founded during this 
visit of St. Paul; on the contrary, many indications in the Epistle 
to Titus show that they hail already lasted for a considerable time. 
But they were troubled by false teachers, and probably had never 
yet been properly organised, having originated, perhaps, in the 
private efforts of individual Christians, who would have been sup¬ 
plied witli a centre of operations and nucleus of Churches b} r the 
numerous colonies of Jews established in the island. 7 St. Paul now 


1 The majority of MSS. read the true 
life , which is equivalent to the Received 
Text. 

2 The treasure here mentioned is 
probably the pastoral office of superin¬ 
tending the Church of Ephesus, which 
was committed by St. Paul to Timo¬ 
theus. Cf. 2 Tim. i. 14. 

3 ‘Antitheses.’ There is not the 
slightest ground (as even De Wette 
allows) for supposing, with IJaur, that 
this expression is to be understood of 
the contrarice oppositiones (or contrasts 
between Law and Go${>el) of Marcion. 
If there be an allusion to any Gnostic 
doctrines at all, it is more probable that 
it is to the dualistic opposition between 
the principles of good and evil in 
the world, which was an Oriental ele¬ 
ment in the philosophy of some of the 

early Gnostics. But the most natural 

interpretation (considering the junc¬ 
tion with * babblings' and the H conten¬ 

tions about words ’ ascribed to the 

heretics above, vi 4) is to suppose that 


St. Paul here speaks, not of the doc¬ 
trines , but. of the dialectical and rhe¬ 
torical arts of the false teachers. 

4 From this passage we see that the 
heretics here opposed by St. Paul laid 
claim to a peculiar philosophy, or 
‘Gnosis.’ Thus they were Gnostics y at 
all events in name ; how far their doc¬ 
trines agreed with those of later Gnostics 
is a further question. We have before 
seen that, there were those at Corinth 
(1 Cor. viii. 1,10, 11) who were blamed 
bv St. Paul for claiming a high degree 
of 1 gnosis ; ’ and we have seen him con¬ 
demn the ‘ philosophy ’ of the heretics 
at Colossre (Col. ii. 8), who appear to 
bear- the closest resemblance to those 
condemned in the Pastoral Epistles. 
See pp. 353-360. 

b 4 Amen ’ is not found ill the best 
MSS. 

G See remarks on the date of the Pas¬ 
toral Epistles in the Ap)>endix. 

7 Philo mentions Crete as one of the 
seats of the Jewish dispersion ; see 
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visited them in company with Titus, 1 whom lie left in Crete ns Mtf 
representative on his departure. He himself was unable to remain 
long enough to do what was needful, either in silencing error, or 
in selecting fit persons as presbyters of the numerous scattered 
Churches, which would manifestly be a work of time. Probably he 
confined his efforts to a few of the principal places, ami empowered 
Titus to do the rest. Thus, Titus was left at Crete in-the‘same 
position which Timotlieus had occupied at Ephesus during St. Paul’s 
recent absence; and there would, consequently, bo the same advan¬ 
tage in his receiving written directions from St. Paul concerning the 
government and organisation of the Church, which we have before 
mentioned in the ease of Timotlieus. Accordingly, shortly after 
leaving Crete, St. Paul sent a letter to Titus, the outline of which 
would equally serve for that of the preceding Epistle. Put St.. 
Paul’s letter to Titus seems to have been still further called for, to 
meet some strong Apposition widely that d’sciple had encountered 
while attempting to carry out. his master's directions. Thin may he 
inferred from the very se\ere remarks against the Cretans which 
occur in the Epistle, and from the statement,at its commencement, 
that the very object which its wliter had in view, in leaving Titus 
in Crete, was that he might appoint Presbyters in the Cretan 
Churches; an indication that his claim to exeicise this authority 
had been disputed. This Epistle seems to have been despatched 
from Ephesus at the moment when St. Paul was on the eve of 
departure on a westward journey, which was to take him as far as 
Nicopolis- (in Epirus) before the winter. The following is a trans¬ 
lation of this Epistle. 


THE EPISTLE TO TITUS. 3 

1 Paul, a bondsman of God, and an apostle of JAsus salutation. 
Christ—sent forth 4 to bring God’s chosen to faith, 


p. 15. [For the introduction of Chris¬ 
tianity into the island in connection 
with St. Paul, see the. art. ‘Crete’in 
the Diet, of the Bible. H.J 

1 For tne earlier mention of Titus, 
see above, pp. 408, 40^ There i* some 
interest in mentioning the traditionary 
recollections of him, which remain in 
the island of Crete. One Creek legend 
says that he was the nephew of a pro- 
consul of Crete, another that he was 
descended from Minos. The cathedral 
of Megalo-Castron on the north of the 
island was dedicated to him. His name 
was the watchword of the Cretans, 
when they fought against the Vene¬ 
tians, who came under the standard of 
St. Mark. The Venetians themselves, 
when here, ‘seem to have transferred 
to him part of that respect, which, else¬ 
where, would probably have been mani¬ 
fested for Mark alone. During the 


relebi at ion of several great festivals of 
the ( litirch. the icq anise of the J^itin 
rl< r^\ of ( rete, after the prayer for the 
Doge of Venue, was Stine te Afar re, tn 
uo.s atijuva ; hut, after that lor the Duke, 
of (’audio, Sanrtc 1'ite, tu non tit/jura.' 
Pasldev’s 1'ravels in Creff, voj. i. pp. (J 
and K>5. 

2 See below, p. 703, n. 10. 

3 For the date of this Fpistle, -c*e the 
Appendix. 

* The original here is perplexing, blit 
seems to admit of no other sense than 
thi*«. an af Mottle runt forth an an errantl 
of faith. Compare 2 'I itn, i. I, ‘an 
apostle sent forth to proclaim the pro¬ 
mise of 1 if*.’ The involved and paren¬ 
thetical ‘•ty le of this salutation reminds 
us of that t */the Homans ami is a strong 
evidence of the genuineness of this 
Fpistle. 
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and to the 1 knowledge of the truth which is accord¬ 
ing to godliness, 2 with hope of eternal life, which i. 2 
God, who cannot lie, promised before eternal times ; 3 
(but He made known His word in due season, in 3 
the message 4 committed to my trust by the com¬ 
mand of God our Saviour), —to Titus, my true son 4 

IN OUR COMMON FAITH. 

Grace and Peace 5 from God our Father, and the 
Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Commission^ This was the [very] cause 6 why I left thee in Crete, 5 
Kuiate the that thou mightiest farther 7 correct what is deficient, 
churches. and appoint Presbyters in every city, as I gave thee 
(^jmiiflctttiona commission. No man must be appl)inted>a Presbyter, c 
but he who is without reproach, the husband of one 
wife, 8 having believing children who are not accused > 
of riotous living, nor disobedient; for a 9 Bishop must 7 
be free from reproach, as being a steward of God; 
not self-willed, not easily provoked, not a lover of wine, 
not given to brawls, not greedy of gain; but hospi- 8 
table to 10 strangers, a lover of good men, self- 
restrained, 11 just, holy, continent; holding fast the 9 
words which are faithful to our teaching, that he may 
be able both to exhort others in the sound" doctrine, 
and to rebuke the gaiusaycrs. 

thus must For there are many disobedient babblers and de-10 
false teachers, ceivers, specially they or the Circumcision, whose 

moeaths need 12 bit and bridle ; for they subvert whole n 
houses, by teaching evil, for the love of shameful gain. 

1 See note on 1 Tim. ii. 4 . in the synonymous use of inicKoiro*; 

2 Godliness . See note on 1 Tim. ii. 2. and npeopvTfpo<; ; the latter word de- 

3 Before eternal times : meaning pro- situating the rank, the former the 

bably, in the old dispensation ; cf. Rom. duties, of the Presbyter. The best 
xvi. 25, and note on 2 Tim. i. 0. translation here would be the term over- 

4 Literally, proclamation. seer , which is employed in the A. V. as 

5 The best MSS. omit mercy here. a translation of •VioAoiro?, Acts xx. 28; 

0 This conynencement seems to indi- but, unfortunately, the term has asso- 

cate (as we have above remarked) that, ciations in modern English which do 
in exercising the commission given not permit of its being thus used here, 
to him by St. Paul for reforming the Compare with this passage 1 Tim.iii. 2. 
Cretan Church, Titus had been resisted. 10 Cf. 3 John, 5, 0. In the early 

7 Not simply ‘set in order’ (as in Church, Christians travelling from one 

A. VA, but ‘ set in order farther .’ place to another were received and 

8 This part of the Presbyter’s (juali- forwarded on their journey by their 

fications has been very variously inter- brethren; this is the ‘hospitality’ so 
preted. See note on l Tim. iii. 2. often commended in the N. T. 

9 Rightly translated in A. V. ‘(not 11 The Appendix in the larger edi- 
the) ‘ bishop,’ because the article is only tions contains a list of words peculiarly 
usedgeuerically. So, in English, ‘the used in the Pastoral Epistles. Among 
reformer must be patient: ’ equivalent them are these words. 

to ‘« reformer,’ Ac. We see here a ,s The word literally denotes to put a 
proof of the early date of this Epistle, hit and bridle upon a horse. 
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i. 12 It was said by one of themselves, a prophet, 1 of their 
own,— 

‘Always liars and beasts are the Cretans, and inwardly .-hu:gi-li.’ 

13 This testimony is true. Wherefore rebuke 1 them 

14 sharply, that they may he sound in faith, and may no 
* more give heed to Jewish fables, 3 and precepts 4 of 

men who turn away from the truth. To the pure all 

15 things are pure; h but to the .polluted and unbelieving 
nothing is pure, but both their understanding and 

16 their conscience is polluted. They profess to know 
God, but by their works they deny Him, being 
abominable and disobedient, and worthless ’’ for any 
good work. 

ii. 1 But do thou s|*oak conformably to the sound doc- rom-tion. t«> 

2 trine. Exliort the aged men to be sober, grave, self- j^o. 
restrained, sound in faith, in love, in st ed fast ness, rrm .ncmi.i 

3 Exhort the aged women likewise, to let (heir deport¬ 
ment testify of holiness, not to be slanderers, not to 
be enslaved by drunkenness, but to give good instruc¬ 
tion ; that they may teach discretion to the younger 

women, leading them to be loving wises and loving 

5 mothers, self-restrained, chaste, keepeis at home, 
amialje and obedient to their husbands, lest reproach 

6 be brought upon the Word of God. In like manner, 

7 do thou exhort the young men to self-iestmint. And 

show thyself in all things a pattern ot good works ; con- 

. „ f. ., , r. 1 . ■ - «tii.-i. 

manifesting in thy teaching uncorrupt ness, gravity,' 

8 soundness of doctrine not to be condemned, that* our 
adversaries may be shamed, having no evil to say 

1 bpimvniiles of Crrtc, a putt, who that they wore fn-s. .SupiT-lition* 

lived in the Oth century i-. tin* absiin»no«* from certain material acts i* 

author quoted. Ilis versos were nek- quite compatible with crosn impurity 
oned oracular, whence the title * pro- of teaching and of practice, as we «<*e 
pilot.* So by Plato he is called ‘a in the ease of Hindoo devotee**, and in 
divinely-inspired man,’ anti hv Pin- those impure vof.irio-. of ('% Ih*1c and of 
tarch, ‘a man dear tft the god**’ I■'i", mentioned so often in •Juvenal and 

2 Rebuke: this seems to refer to tin other writers of the same date. The 

same word in v. It early (•no^tics, here at tackl'd, I idoliz'd 

3 Fables. See note on I Tim. iv. 7. apparently to that cla-s who borrowed 
* These precepts wc rc probably those tin ir theosophy from Jewish sources, 

mentioned 1 Tim. iv. . 3. and Col. ii. and the precepts of abut turner which 
115-22. The ‘ Jewish ’ element appears they imposed may nrohnbly have been 
distinctly in the Colos-ian heretics derived from tin* .Mosaic law. I heir 
(‘Sabbaths,* Col. ii. 1(5), although it is immorality is plainly indicated bv the 
not seen in the Kpistle.s to Timothy, following word*. 

Comp. iii. <», and see pp. 3o(i, Ho 7. n laterally, unable to nfatul the test ; 

5 It would seem from this that the i.e. when tested by the call of duty, 
heretics attacked taught their follower-, they fail. # 

to abstain from certain acts, or certain ' The l»e-t MSS. omit the word trana- 
kinds of food, as being impure. Wo la ted ‘ainierity’ in A. V. 
must not, however, conclude from this 
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iiiviV 0 * against us. 1 Exhort bondsmen to obey their masters, ii. 
and to strive to please them in all things, without 
gainsaying; not purloining, hut showing all good fide- 10 
lity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our 
General mo- Saviour in all things. For the grace of God has been 11 
tdn"ty ; ir made manifest, bringing salvation to all 2 mankind; 

teaching us to deny ungodliness and earthly lusts, 12 
and to live temperately, justly, and godly in this pre¬ 
sent world ; looking for that blessed hope, 3 the appear- 13 
ing of the glory of the great God, and our 4 Saviour 
Jesus Christ; who gave Himself for us, that He might 14 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify us unto Him¬ 
self, as a 4 peculiar proplr,’ 5 zealous of good works. 
These things speak, and exhort an,d rebpke with all 15 
authority. Lot no man despise thee. 

Duty toward. Remind 6 them to render submission to magistrates iii. 

nnd toward, and authorities, to obey the Government, to be ready 
generally.™ for every good work, to speak evil of no man, to avoid 2 
strife, to act with forbearance, aqd to show all meek¬ 
ness to all men. For we ourselves also were formerly 3 
without understanding, disobedient and led astray, 
enslaved to all kinds of lusts and pleasures, living in 
malice and in envy, hateful and hating one another. 
But when God our Saviour made manifest His'kind- 4 
ness and love of men, He saved us, not through the 5 
works of righteousness which we have done, but ac¬ 
cording to His own mercy, by the laver 7 of regenera¬ 
tion, and the renewing of the Holy Spirit, which He 0 
richly poured forth upon us, by Jesus Christ our 
Saviour ; that, being justified by'His grace, we might 7 
Titu. must become heirs, through 8 hope, of life eternal. Faith- 8 
workTnnd 1 ™- ful is the saying, 9 and these things I desire thee to 


1 ITs (not you) is the reading of the 
best MSS. 

* This statement seems intended to 
contradict the Gnostic notion that sal¬ 
vation was given to the enlightened 
alone. It shonld be observed that the 
definite article of T. K. is omitted by 
some of the best MSS. 

3 Compare tho same expectation ex¬ 
pressed Kom. viii. 18-25. 

4 The A. V. here is probably correct, 

notwithstanding the omission of the 
article before * Saviour.’ We must not 

l>c guided entirelv by the rules of clas¬ 
sical Greek, in this matter. Gomp. 2 

Thess. i. 12. 4 

This expression is borrowejl from 

the Old Testament, l>eut. vii. C, Deut. 


xiv, 2, anil other places (LXX.). 

6 St. Paul himself had no doubt in¬ 
sisted on the duty of obedience to the 
civil magistrate, when he was in Crete. 
The Jews throughout the Empire were 
much disposed to insubordination at 
tliis period. 

7 The word does not mean ‘ washing' 
(A. V.), but laver ; i.e. a vessel in which 
washing takes place. 

8 Through hope is explained bv Rom. 
viii. 24, 25 

The ‘saying* referred to is sup¬ 
posed by some interpreters to be the 
statement which precedes (from 3 to 7). 
These writers maintain that it is un¬ 
grammatical to refer ‘ Faithful is the 
saying ’ to the following, ns is done in 
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. . affirm, let them that have believed in God be. careful •iruiwftdM ’ 
in 9 io Poetise ijoud works." These things arc good and 
profitable to men: but avoid foolish disputations, 1 
and genealogies,* and strifes and contentions concern- 
0,11 ing the 3 Law, for they are profitless and vain. A 
sectarian, 4 after two admonitions, reject, knowing that 
such a man is perverted, and by his sins is self-eon- 
demned. 

12 When I send Artemas or Tychicns 4 to thee, endea- Ki>ooi«i 
vour to come to me to Nicopolis ; « for there 1 have !u?.“ 

13 determined to winter. Forward Zenas the lawyer 
and A polios on their journey zealously, that they may 

14 want for nothing. And let our people also 7 learn to 
practise good worj^s, ministering to the necessities of 
others, that they may not be unfruitful. 

15 All that are with me salute thee. Salute those whos»iuti>u<>i». 
love us in faith. 


Grace be with you all.® 


1 am hiding 
In m-ilictiun. 


We see from the above letter that Titus was <h.sire<l to join St. 
Paul at Nicopolis, where the Apostle designed to winter. We 1 1,1111 
from 1141 incidental notice elsewhere, - ' that the route lie pursued was 
from Ephesus to Miletus, where his old companion Trophimus re¬ 
mained behind from sickness, and thence to Corinth, where he left 
Erastus, the former Treasurer of that city, whom, perhaps, he had 
expected, or wished, to accompany him in his farther piomcss. The 


position of Nicopolis 1 " would ren 
upon the surrounding province ; a 
cursiolis to those Churches of Illy 

A. V. Hut this obji cl ion is avoided 
by taking ‘ that ’ as a part of the* quota- 
tation. The usuage i** similar in Eph. 
v. 33. 

1 Disputations’, see 1 Tim. \ i. band 
2 Tim. ii. 23. 

2 See 1 Tim. i. 4. 

3 Compare precepts (i. 1*1). and 

teachers of the Laic. 1 Tim. i. 7. 

4 Sectarian. We have seen that the 
word from which our term ‘ heresy ’ 
comes is used by St. Paul, in his 
earlier writings, simply for a retu/ious 
sect, sometimes (as Acts xxvi. f>) with¬ 
out disapprobation, sometime* (as 1 
Cor. xi. 19) in a bad sense; here we 
find its derivative (which occurs heie 
and now here else in the N. T.) already 
assuming a bail sense, akin to that 
which it afterwards bore. It should be 
also observed that these early heretics r 


dor it si good centra for operating 
nd thence St. Paul might make ex- 
ricuin which lie perhapH n founded 

unind moril depravity with cironeous 
baching; their wotks boie witness 
against their doctrine* and this ex¬ 
plains the Mihsequent ‘by bis sms he 
i*> s< If-condemned.’ See pp. 300-368. 

< f. ('ol. iv. 7. 

•’ See ii. 10 below. 

I i.e. the ('retail <'hri»tians were to 
aid in furnishing Zenas and A polios 
with all that they needed. 

H The * A men ’is omitted in the lniat 
MSS. 

y 2 Tim. iv. 20. 

10 It is here assumed that the Nico¬ 
polis s|>okoii of Titus iii. 12, was the 
city ol that name in Kpiru.*. there 
were other places of the some name, 
but they were comparativily insignifi¬ 
cant. " 

II Set; above, pp. 471 and 633. 
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4 kirn self at an earlier period. Tho city which was thus chosen as the 
last scene of the Apostle’s labours, before his final imprisonment, is 
more celebrated for its origin than for its subsequent history. It 
was founded by Augustus, as a permanent memorial of the victory 
of Actium, and stood upon the site of the camp occupied by his land 
forces before that battle. We learn, from the accounts of modern 
travellers, that the remains upon the spot still attest the extent and 
importance of the ‘ City of Victory.’ ‘ A long lofty wall spans a deso¬ 
late plain; to tho north of it rises, on a distant hill, the shattered 
senna of a theatre; and, to the wofft, the extended though broken 
lino of an aqueduct connects the distant mountains, from which it 
tends, with the main subject of tho picture, the city itself.’ 1 To 
people this city, Augustus uprooted the neighbouring mountaineers 
from their native homes, dragging them by his arbitrary compulsion 
‘ from their healthy hills to this low and swampy plain.’ It is satis¬ 
factory to think (with the accomplished traveller from whom the 
above description is borrowed)that, ‘in lieu of the blessings of which 
they were deprived, the Greek colonists of Nicopolis were consoled 
with one greater than all, when they saw, heard, and talked with 
the Apostle who was debtor to the Greeks.’ 

It seems most probable, however, that St. 1 ’aul was not permitted 
to spend the whole of this winter in security at Nicopolis. The 
Christians were now far more obnoxious to the Roman authorities 
than formerly. They were already distinguished from tho Jows, and 
could no longer shelter themselves under the toleration extended 
to the Mosaic religion. So eminent a leader of the proscribed sect 
was sure to find enemies everywhere, especially among his fellow- 
countrymen ; and there is nothing improbable in supposing that, 
upon the testimony of some informer, he was arrested* l>y the ma¬ 
gistrates of Nicopolis, and forwarded to Rome 3 for trial. The indi¬ 
cations which we gather from the Second Epistle to Timotheus 
render it probable that this arrest took place not later than 4 mid¬ 
winter, and the authorities may have thought to gratify the Emperor 
by forwarding so important a criminal immediately to Rome. It is 
true that the navigation of the Mediterranean was in those times 
suspended during the winter; but this rule would apply only to 

' Sec Wordsworth’s Greece, pp. 220- therefore, a prisoner accused of coil 
232, where a map of Nicopolis will be spiring to sot fire to Home must lie 
found, and an interesting description tried at Home. There can he no doubt 
of the ruins. See also Henke’s .V( r that this charge must have formed one 
them Greece, vol. i. r>. 178, and vol. iii. part of any accusation brought against 
p. 431; and Merivalc’s Rome, vol. iii. St. Paul, after 04 A.l». Another part 
pp. 327, 328. In Bowen’s Mount Alims (as we have suggested below) may 
and K/jirus (p. 211) there is also a have been the charge of introducing a 
notice of its present desolate aspect. religio nova et illicitu. 

2 It may be asked, why was he 1 The. reason for supposing this is, 

not arrested sooner, in Spam or Asia that it leaves more time for the events 
Minor? The explanation probably is, which intervened between St. Paul’s 
that lie had not before ventured so arrest and his death, which took place 
near Italy as Nicopolis. (if in Nero’s reign) not later than June. 

3 The law required thaf a prisoner If he had not been arrested till the 
should be trail by the magistrates spring, we must crowd the occurrences 
within whose jurisdiction the offence mentioned in the Second Kpistle to 
was alleged to have been committed ; Timothy into a very short space. 
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longer voyages, and not to the short passage* from Apollonia U>* 
Brundusium. Hence, it is not unlikely that St. Raul may have 
arrived at Rome some time before spring. 

Tn this melancholy journey he had but few friends to cheer him. 
Titus had reached Nioopolis, in obedience to his summons; ami 
there were others, also, it would seem, in attendance on him ; but 
they were scattered by the terror of his arrest. Dennis forsook him, 
‘for love of this present world,* 2 and departed to Thessalonica; 
Crescens 3 went to Galatia on the same occasion. We are unwilling 
to suppose that Titus could have yielded to such unworthy fears, 
and may be allowed to' hope that his journey to the neighbouring 
Dalmatia 4 was undertaken by the desire of St. Paul. Luke,’’ at any 
rate, remained faithful, accompanied his master once more over the 
wintry sea, and shared the dangers of his imprisonment, at Rome. 

This imprisonment was evidently more severe than it. had been 
five years before. Then, though necessarily fettered to his military 
guard, lie had been allowed to live in*his own lodgings, and had been 
sulfered to preach the Gospel to a numerous company who came to 
hear him. Now, he is not only chained, but treated ‘as a male¬ 
factor.* 0 His friends, indeed, are still sullered to visit him in his 
confinement, but we hear nothing of his preaching. It is dangerous 
and difficult 7 to seek his prison ; so perilous to show any public 
sympathy with him, that no Christian ventures to stand by him in 
the court of justice. 8 And as the final stage of his trial approaches, 
he looks forward to death as his certain sentence.'' 

This alteration in the treatment of St. Paul exactly corresponds 
with tliat which the history of the times would have led us to ex¬ 
pect. We have concluded that his liberation took place early in 
A.i>. <>3 : he was therefore far distant from Romo when the first, 
imperial persecution of Christianity broke out, in consequence of 
the great tire in the summer <>f the following year. Then first, as 
it appears, Christians were recognised as a distinct !Tody, separate 
both from Jews and heathens; and their number must have been 
already very great at Rome, to account for the public notice 
attracted towards a sect whose members were, most of them, indi¬ 
vidually so obscure in social position. 1 " When the alarm and indig¬ 
nation of tlie people was excited by the tremendous ruin of a 
conflagration, which burnt down almost half the city, if answered 


1 Even an army *\vas traiw|>orted 
across the Iladnatic by Cioar, during 
the season of the ‘Mare Clausum,’ lie- 
fore the battle of Philippi. Sec also 
P 245. 

2 2 Tim. iv. 10. 

3 Ibid. 

Ibid. See above, p. 470. 

5 2 Tim. iv. 11. 

6 2 Tim. ii. 0. According to the 
legends of the Mediaeval Church, St. 
Paul was imprisoned in the Mamertine 
prison, together with St. Peter; see 
the Martyrology of Baronius, under 
March 14. Put there is no early au¬ 
thority for this story, which seems 


irrecoiu ilahle wiih tin- tact that One 
Mphoriis, ('laudia, bums PudetM, &«•., 
had free aeces> to St. Paul during his 
imprisonment. It seems more likely 
(see 2 Tim. I. H»j that lie was again 
under military eu«todv, fhough of a 
severer nature than that of In* former 
imprisonment. We ha\e given a view 
of the Tulhaniim, or dungeon of the 
Mamertine pri-on, p. 265. Very full 
details will he found m Sir \V. Cell's 
work on Koine and its iicighticurliood. 

7 2 Tim. i. HI. 
n 2 Tim. iv. HI. 
y 2 Tim. iv. 6-8. 

»° 1 Cor. i. 26. 
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v>£he purpose of Nero (wlio was accused of causing the fire) to avert 
the rage of the populace from himself to the already hated votaries 
of a new religion. Tacitus 1 describes the success of this expedient, 
and relates the sufferings of the Christian martyrs, who were put 
to death with circumstances of the most aggravated cruelty. Some 
were crucified; some disguised in the skins of beasts, and hunted 
to death with dogs; some were wrapped in robes impregnated witli 
inflammable materials, and set on fire at night, that they might 
serve to illuminate the circus of the Vatican and the gardens of 
Nero, where this diabolical monster exhibited the agonies of his 
victims to the public, and gloated over them himself, mixing among 
the spectators in the costume of a charioteer. Brutalised as the 
Romans were, by the perpetual spectacle of human combats in the 
amphitheatre, and hardened by popular prejudice against the 
‘ atheistical’ sect, yet the tortures of the victims excited even their 
compassion. ‘A very great multitude,’ as Tadtus informs us, pe¬ 
rished in this manner; and it 'appears from his statement that the 
mere fact of professing Christianity was accounted sufficient 2 to jus- 


1 Tac. Ann. xv. 41. We give the 
well-known passage from a popular 
translation:—■* But neither these reli¬ 
gious ceremonies, nor the liberal dona¬ 
tions of the prince, could efface from 
the minds of men the prevailing opi¬ 
nion, that Kotne was set on tire by his 
own orders. The infamy of that hor¬ 
rible transaction still adhered to him. 
In order, if i>ossible, to remove the 
imputation, he determined to transfer 
the guilt to others. For this purpose 
he punished, with exouisitc torture, a 
race of men detested for their evil 
practices, by vulgar appellation com¬ 
monly called Christians. The name 
was derived from Christ, who, in the 
reign of Tiberius, suffered under Pon¬ 
tius Pilate, the procurator of Judea. 
By that event the sect, of which he was 
the founder, received a blow which, 
for a time, checked the growth of a 
dangerous superstition ; but it revived 
soon after, and spread with recruited 
vigour, not only in Jiuhea, the soil that 
gave it birth, but even in the city of 
Borne, the common sink into which 
everything infamous and abominable 
flows like a torrent from all quarters 
of the world. Nero proceeded with his 
usual artifice. He found a set of pro¬ 
fligate and abandoned wretches, who 
were induced to confess themselves 
guilty, and, on the evidence of such 
men, a number of Christians were con¬ 
victed, not, indeed, upon clear evidence 
of their having set the city on fire, but 
rather on account of their sullen hatred 
of the whole Roman race. They were 
put to death with exquisite cruelty, 


and to their sufferings Nero added 
mockery and derision. Some were co¬ 
vered with tjjc skins of wild beasts, 
and left, to be devoured by dogs; others 
were nailed to the cross; numbers were 
burnt alive; and many, covered over 
with inflammable matter, were lighted 
up, when the day cl dined, to serve as 
torches during the night. For the con¬ 
venience of seeing this tragic spectacle, 
the Emperor lent his own gardens. He 
added the sports of the circus, and as¬ 
sisted in person, sometimes driving a 
curricle, and occasionally mixing with 
the rabble in his coachman’s dress. At 
length the cruelty of these proceedings 
filled every breast with compassion. 
Humanity relented in favour of the 
Christians. The manners of that people 
were, no doubt, of a pernicious ten¬ 
dency, and their crimes called for the 
hand of justice; but it was evident that 
they fell a sacrifice, not for the public 
good, but to glut the rage and cruelty 
of one man only? 

2 It was criminal, according to the 
Roman law, to introduce into Rome 
any religio nova et itlicita. Yet, prac¬ 
tically, this law was seldom enforced, 
as we see by the multitude of foreign 
superstitiors continually introduced 
into Rome, and the occasional and 
feeble efforts of the Senate or the 
Emperor to enforce the law. More¬ 
over, the punishment of those who 
offended against it seems only to have 
been expulsion from the city, unless 
their offence had been accompanied 
by aggravating circumstances. It was 
not, therefore, under this law that the 
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tify their execution; the whole body of Christiana bring considered 
as involved in the crime of firing the city. This, however, was in 
the first excitement which followed the tire, and even then, pro- 
bably but few among those who jnrislicd were Homan citizens.' 
Since that time some years had ]Kissed, and now a decent respect 
would be paid to the forms of law, in dealing with one who,,like 
St. Paul, possessed the privilege of citizenship. Vet we can quite 
understand that a leader of so abhorred a sect would be subjected 
to a severe imprisonment. , 

We have no means of knowing the precise charge now made 
against the Apostle. Ho might certainly la' regarded as an ofl'ender 
against the law which prohibited the propagation of a new and 
illicit religion frc/ij/io hum W illicita) among tlie citizens of Rome. 
But, at this period, one article of accusation against him must have 
been the more seijous charge, of having instigated the Homan 
Christians to their supposed act of incendiarism, before his last 
departure from the capital. It appears that ‘ Alexander the brass- 
founder’ (2 Tim. iv. 14) was either one of his accusers, or, at least, 
a witness against him. If this was the same with the Jewish' 
Alexander of Kphesus (Acts xix. lid), it would be probable that his 
testimony related to the former charge. Hut there is no proof that 
these two Alexanders were identical. We may add, that the em¬ 
ployment of Informer (ilrMnr) was now become quite a profession 
at Rome, and that there would be no lack of accusations against an 
unpopular prisoner as soon as his arrest became known. 

Probably no long time elapsed, after St. Paul s arrival, before his 
cause came 011 for hearing. r l he accusers, with their witnesses, 
would be already on the spot; and on this occasion he was not to be 
tried by the Emperor in person, 3 so that another cause of delay, 4 
which was often interposed by the carelessness or indolence of the 
Emperor, would be removed. The charge now allege^ against, him, 
probably fell under the cognisance of the City Pre fect (Pra-fcetus 
Urbi), whose jurisdiction daily encroached, at this period, on that 
of the ancient magistracies.’’ For we must remember that, since the 


Christians were executed ; and, when 
Suetonius tells us that they "ere 
punished os professors of a superb it >•* 
nova et malefica , we must interpret his 
assertion in accordance with tlje more 
detailed and amitate statement of 
Tacitus who expressly says that the 
victims of the NVroiiian |>er*eeutioii 
were condemned on the charge of 
arson. lienee the extreme cruelty of 
their punishment, and especially the 
setting them on fire. 

1 No doubt most of the victims who 
perished in the Neronian persecution 
were foreigners, slaves, or freedmen ; 
we have already seen how large a 
portion of the Roman Church was of 
Jewish extraction (see p. 497. n. H). 
It was illegal to subject a Roman 
citizen to the ignominious punishments 
mentioned by Tacitus; but probably 


Nero would not have regarded this 
privilege in the case of freedmen, 
although by their emancipation they 
had lieeome Roman citizens. And we 
Know that the Jew Mi imputation "f 
Rome had, for the mo-*t part, a Servile 
origin ; see pp. 299 and <>79. 

* An Alexander i- al-o mentioned, 
1 Tim. i. 29, as a In retie, who had 
been cx< ommuuieated by St. I’au). 
This is, pi ninthly, the same jienuni 
with the Alexander of 2 Tim. iv. 11 ; 
and if so, motives of jhtsoiuiI malice, 
would account for his conduct. 

3 Clemens Roinanus says that Raul, 
on this occasion, was tried ‘la-fore the 
presiding magistrate*.* Hh< 1 the Km- 
j*eror pre-ided, he would probably have 
said ‘ before Caesar.' 

4 See above, pp. fi84-4»W5. 

& The authority for thin, and for a!) 
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time of Augustus, a great though silent change had taken place in 
the Roman system of criminal procedure. The ancient method, 
though still the regular and legal system, was rapidly becoming 
obsolete in practice. Under the Republic, a Roman citizen could 
theoretically be tried on a criminal charge only by the Sovereign 
People; but the judicial power of the people was delegated, by 
special laws, to certain bodies of Judges, superintended by the 
several Praetors. Thus one Praetor presided at trials for homicide, 
another at trials for treason, and so. on. 1 But the presiding Magis¬ 
trate did not give the sentence; his function was merely to secure 
the legal formality of the proceedings. The judgment was pro¬ 
nounced by the Judiees, a large body of judges (or rather jurors), 
chosen (generally by lot) from amongst the senators or knights, 
who gave their vote, by ballot, for acquittal or condemnation. But 
under the Empire this ancient system, though not formally abo¬ 
lished, was gradually superseded. The Emperors from the first 
claimed supreme 2 judicial authority, both civil and criminal. And 
this jurisdiction was exercised not only by themselves, but by the 
delegates whom they appointed. It was at first delegated chiefly 
to the Pnefeet of the city; and though causes might, up to the be¬ 
ginning of the second century, be tried'-by the Printers in the old 
way, yet this became more and more unusual. In the reign of Nero 
it was even dangerous for an accuser to prosecute an offender in the 
Printer's instead of the Pnefect’s court. 3 Thus the trial of criminal 
charges was transferred from a jury of independent Judiees to a 
single magistrate appointed by a despot, and controlled only by a 
Council of Assessors, to whom lie was not bound to attend. 

Such was the court before which St. Paul was now cited. Wo 
have an account of the lirst hearing of the cause from his own pen. 
He writes thus to Timotheus immediately after:—‘ When I was lirst 
heard in my defence, no man stood by me, but all forsook me,—I 
pray that it be not laid to their charge.—Nevertheless the Lord 
Jesus stood by me, and strengthened m y heart; that by me the 
proclamation of Ihe Glad-tidings might be accomplished in full 
measure, and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was delivered 
out of the lion’s mouth.’ We see from this statement, that it was 
dangerous even to appear in public as the friend or adviser of the 
Apostle. No advocate would venture to plead his cause, no pro- 


the points of Homan Law referred to 
in this chapter, is given in our larger 
editions. 

1 This was the system of Queestiones 
PerpetucB. 

2 The origin of this jurisdiction is 
not so clear as that of their appellate 
jurisdiction, which we have explained 
above. Some writers hold that the 
Kmpcror assumed the supreme judicial 
power as an incident of his quasi-dicta- 
torial authority. Others think that, it 
was theoretically based updn a revival 
of that summary jurisdiction which was 
formerly (in the earliest ages of the 
Commonwealth) exercised by the great 


magistrates whose functions were now 
concentrated in the Kmpcror. Others 
again refer it to the Trihunitian power 
eon ferret l upon the Emperor, which was 
extended (as we have seen) so as to 
give him a supreme appellate jurisdic¬ 
tion; and by virtue of which he might 
perhaps bring before his tribunal any 
cause in the first instance, which would 
ultimately come under his judgement 
by appeal. 

3 Tacitus relates that Valerius Pon- 
ticus was banished under Nero, because 
he had brought some accused persons 
before the Praetor instead of the Pre¬ 
fect. Ann. xiv. 41. 
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curator 1 to aid him in arranging the evidence, no patronu* (such as 
he might have found, perhaps, in tins powerful vKiiiilian' house) to 
appear as his supporter, and to deprecate, 1 according to ancient 
usage, the severity of the sentence. Hut he hart a 11101c powerful 
intercessor, and a wiser advocate, who could never leave him nor 
forsake him. The laud Jesus was always near him, hut now was 
felt almost visibly present in the hour of his need. 

From the above description we can realise m some measure the 
external features of his last trial. He evidently intimates that he 
spoke before a crowded audience, so that ‘ all the (lentiles might 
hear;’ and this corresponds with tlic supposition, which historically 
we should be led to make, that he was tried in one of those great 
basilicas which stood in the Forum. Two of the most celebrated of 
these cdilices were called the l’auline Hasilicas, from the well-known 
Lucius -dimjlius Ikuilus, who had built one of them and restored 
the other. It is not improbable that tin greatest man who ever 
bore the Pauline name was tried in one of these. From specimens 
which still exist, as well as from the descriptions of Vitruvius, we 
have an accurate knowledge of the character of these halls of justice. 
They were rectangular buildings, consisting of a central nave and 
two aisles, separated from the nave b\ rows of columns. At. one end 
desiring .ave was llie tribune, 1 m the centre of which was placed the 
certain Aite’s curule chair of nory, elevated on a platform called the 
haunteial. Here also sat. the Council of Assessors, who advised the 
his elect upon the law, though they had no voice in the judgment. 
‘ On thw sides of the tribune were seats for distinguished persons, as 
well as for parties engaged 111 the proceedings. Fronting the pre¬ 
siding magistrate stood the prisoner, with his accusers and his advo¬ 
cates. The public was admitted into the remainder of the nave and 
aisles (which was railed ofl from the portion devoted to the judicial 
proceedings); and there were also galleries along 11 w whole length 
of the aisles, one for mi'll, the other for women. ‘ The aisles were 
roofed over; as was the tribune. The nave was originally left, open 
to the sky. The basilicas were buildings of great size, so that a vast 
multitude of spectators was always present at any trial which ex¬ 
cited public interest. 

Before such an audience it was, that Paul was now called to 
speak in his defence. His earthly friends hail deserted him, but 
his Heavenly Friend stoiRl by him. He was strengthened by the 


1 The procurator performed lla* func¬ 
tions of our attorney. 

* We have already (p. 1 ■i.'b suggested 
the possibility of a connection of client - 
ship between Paul's family and this 
noble Roman house. 

a It was the custom. Is it h in the 
(ireek and Roman courts of justice, to 
allow the friends of the accused to in¬ 
tercede for him, anil to endeavour by 
their prayers and tears to move the 
feelings of his judges. This practice 
was gradually limited under the Im¬ 
perial regime. 

* The features of the basilica will he 


best understood hv do- ground plan 
of that of rotn[>cii. which is given at 
the end of Chap. XXV. lb re the 
tribune is pit angular; mothers it was 
semicircular. 

I’Inn givis a lively description of 
the scene ju* - 1 nted by a basilica at an 
inteicsting trial : ‘ A dense ring, many 
circles deep, surrounded the scene of 
trial. 'I hey crowded close to the judg¬ 
ment-sent itself, anil even in the upper 
part of the Basilica loth men and women 
presseil close in the eager «b sire to see 
(which was easy) and to hear (which 
was difficult).’ I'lin. A> vi. 83. 
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^ower of Christ’s Spirit, and pleaded the cause not of himself only, 
but of the Gospel. He spoke of Jesus, of His death and His 
resurrection, so that all the Heathen multitude might hear. At 
the same time, he successfully defended himself from the first 1 of 
the charges brought against him, which perhaps accused him of 
conspiring with the incendiaries of Rome. He was delivered from 
the immediate peril, and saved from the ignominious and painful 
death 2 which might have been his doom had ho been convicted on 
such a charge. . 

He was now remanded to prison to wait for the second stage of 
his trial. It seems that he himself expected this not to come on so 
soon as it really did ; or, at any rate, ho did not think the final de¬ 
cision would be given till the following® winter, whereas it actually 
took place about midsummer. Perhaps he judged from the long 
delay of his former trial; or he may have expected (from the issue 
of his first hearing) to be agaiia acquitted on a second charge, and 
to be convicted on a third. He certainly did not expect a final 
acquittal, but felt no doubt that the cause would ultimately result 
in his condemnation. We are not left to conjecture the feelings 
with which he awaited this consummation; for he has himself 
expressed them in that sublime strain ofitriumphant hope which is 
familiar to the memory of every Christian, and which hasd« jSero 
the hearts of a thousand martyrs. ‘ I am now ready to be -r in the 
and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought thc ; minal 
fight, 1 have finished my course, I have kept the faith. Hencefcto a 
is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, shall give me in that day.’ Ho saw before him, at 
a little distance, the doom of an unrighteous magistrate, and the 
sword of a bloodstained executioner; but he appealed to the sen¬ 
tence of a juster Judge, who would soon change the fetters of the 
criminal into jthe wreath of the conqueror ; he looked beyond the 
transitory present; the tribunal of Nero faded from his sight; and 
the vista was closed by the judgment-seat of Christ. 

Sustained by such a blessed and glorious hope—knowing, as he 
did, that nothing in heaven or in earth could separate him from the 
love of Christ—it mattered to him but little, if he was destitute of 
earthly sympathy. Yet still, even in these last hours, he clung to 
the friendships of early years; still the faithful companionship of 

1 The hypothesis of an aquittal on under tile imperial system the practice 
the lirst charge agrees hest with the of Ampliatio was discontinued. So also 
being delivered from the mouth of the was the Cumperendinatio abolished, by 
lion (2 Tim. iv. 17). We have seen which certain trials were formerly di- 
that it was Nero’s practice (and there- vided into a prima actio and secunda 
fore, we may suppose, the practice of actio. We cannot therefore agree with 
tile Prefects’ under Nero) to hear and Wieseler in supposing this ‘lirst de- 
tlccide each branch of the accusation fence' to indicate an Ampliatio or Coni- 
separately (Suet. Ner. 15, before cited), pirendinatio. 

Had the trial taken place under the 2 See the account given by Tacitus 
ancient system, we might have supposed (above quoted) of the punishment of the 
an Ampliatio , which took place when supposed incendaries. In the case of 
the judiees held the evidence insutli- such a crime, probably, even a Roman 
cient, and gave the verdict IVon liquefy citizen would not have been exempted 
in which case the trial was commenced from such punishments. 
de novo-, but Ueih has shown that 3 2 Tim. iv. 21. 
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Luke consoled him, in tlie weary hours of constrained inactivity* 
which, to a temper like his, must have made the moat painful part 
of imprisonment. Luke was the only one 1 2 of his habitual attend¬ 
ants who now remained to minister to him : his other companions 
had left him, probably before his arrival at Koine. Hut one friend 
from Asia, Onesiphorus - had diligently sought him out, and visited 
him in his prison, undeterred by the fear of danger or of slutme. 
And there were others, some of them high 111 station, who came to 
receive from the chained malefactor blessings infinitely greater than 
all the favours of the Emperor of the world. Among these were 
Linus, afterwards a bishop of the Roman Church; Rudens, the son 
of a senator; and Claudia, his bride, perhaps the daughter of a 
British king. 3 4 But however he may have valued these more 
recent friends, tlieir society could not console him for the absence 
of one far dearer tojiim : he longed with a paRy nal longing to see 
once more the face of Timotlieus, lps beloved son. The disciple 
who had so long ministered to him ith filial affection might still 
(he hoped) arrive in time to receive his parting words, and he with 
him in his dying hour. But Timothcus was far distant, in Asia 
Minor, exercising apparently the same function with which I10 had 
before been temporarily invested. Thither then lie wrote to him, 
desiring him to come with all speed to Rome, yet feeling how un¬ 
certain it was whether he might not arrive too late. He was 
haunted also by another fear, far more distressing. Either from 
his experience of the desertion of other friends, or from some signs 
of timidity which Timotlieus 1 himself had shown, he doubted 
whether he might not shrink from the perils which would surround 


1 2 Tim. iv. 11. If' wsuppoM* 
Tychicus the hearer of the Second 
Epistle to Timothy (2 Tim. iv. 12), he 
also would have been with St. Paul 
at Rome, till he was despatched to 
Ephesus. 

2 2 Tim. i. 16. 

3 For the evidence of these assertions, 
see note on 2 Tim. iv. 21. We may 
take this opportunity of saving that the 
tradition of St. Paul’s visit to Britain 
rests on no sufficient authority. Pro¬ 
bably all that can be said in its favour 
will be found in the Tracts of tfie late 
Bishop Burgess on the origin of the 
ancient British Cnurch. See especially 
pp. 21-54, 77-83, and 1 OH-120. 

4 We cannot say with certainly 
where Timotlieus was at this time ; as 
there is no direct mention of his locality 
in the Second Epistle. It would seem, 
at tirst sight, probable that he was still 
at Ephesus, from the salutation to 
Priscilla and Aquila, who appear to 
have principally resided there. Still 
this is not decisive, since we know that 
they were occasional residents both at 
Rome and Corinth, and Aquila was 
himself a native of Pontus, where he 

3 


and Timothcus may peihaps have Imm-ii. 
Again, it i- difficult, on the hypothesis 
of '1 mint hens being at Ephesus, to ac¬ 
count for 2 Tun. iv. ‘ Iwhiciis I 
sent tit Ephesus,* which I’imuthc us need 
not have been told if himself at Ephe¬ 
sus. Also, it appeals strange that St. 
Paul should have told Timotlieus that 
he had left Trophimus sick at Miletus, 
if Timotlieus was himself at Kphe- 
mi-, within thirty miles of Miletus. 
Vet both these objections may be ex¬ 
plained away, as we have shown in the 
notes on 2 Tim. iv. 12, ami 2 Tim. iv. 
20. I lie message about bringing the 
artules from Troas shows only that 
Timotlieus was in a place whence the 
road to Rome lav through Troas. and 
this would agree* either with Ephesus, 
or Pontus, or any other place in the 
north or north-west of Asia Minor. It 
is most probable that Timotlieus was 
not fixed to any one spot, but employ* d 
in the general’ superintendence of the 
Pauline Churches throughout Aria 
Minor. Tips hypothesis agree* best 
with his designation as an kvangehat 
(2 Tinn.iv. 5), a term equivalent to 
itinerant misaionary. 
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*}2im in the city of Nero. He therefore urges on him very emphati¬ 
cally the duty of boldness in Christ’s cause, of stedfastness under 
persecution, and of taking his share in the sufferings of the Saints. 
And, lest he should be prevented from giving him his last instruc¬ 
tions face to face, he impresses on him, with the earnestness of a 
dying man, the various duties of his Ecclesiastical office, and espe¬ 
cially that of opposing the heresies which now threatened to destroy 
the very essence of Christianity. But no summary of its contents 
can give any notion of the pathetic tenderness and deep solemnity 
of this Epistle. 

THE SECOND EPISTLE TO TIMOTHEUS. 1 

salutation. Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God i. 

—sent forth 2 to proclaim the promise of the life which 
is in Christ Jesus- -to Timotiieus my beloved Son. 2 
Grace, Mercy, and Peace from God our Father, 
and Christ Jesus our Lord. 


rimotheua is I thank God (whom I worship, as 3 did my fore- 3 

id* past es- fathers, with a pure conscience) whenever 4 I make 
ho&d toi*r-mention of thee, as I do continually, in my prayers 
courage by the night and day. And I long to see thee, remembering 4 
mortality, tliy [parting] tears, that I may be filled with joy. 

For I have been 5 reminded of thy undissembled faith, 5 
which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and tliy 
mother Eunice, and (1 am persuaded) dwells in thee 
also. Wherefore T call thee to remembrance, that 6 
thou mayest stir up the gift of God, which is in thee 
by the laying on of my G hands. For God gave us not 7 


1 For the date of this Epistle, see the 
Appendix. 

2 ‘ Ah Apostle according to the pro¬ 
mise of life.* See note on Tit. i. 1. 

3 Some interpreters have found a 
difficulty here, as though it were in¬ 
consistent with St. Paul’s bitter repent¬ 
ance for the sins he had committed in 
the time of his Judaism. (Cf. 1 Tim. 
i. 13.) But there is no inconsistency. 
All that is said here is, that the wor¬ 
ship of God was handed down to St. 
Paul from his forefathers, or, in other 
words, that his religion was hereditary. 
This is exactly the view taken of the 
religion of all converted Jews in Kom. 
xi. 23, 24, 28. Compare also 4 the God 
of my fathers’ (Acts xxiv. 14), and * I 
have always lived a conscientious life’ 
(Acts xxiii. 1). These latter passages 

remind us that the topic was one on 
which St. Paul had probably'insisted, 

ip his recent defence; and this ac¬ 


counts for its parenthetical introduction 
here. 

1 Literally, as the mention which I 
make of thee in my prayers is continual. 

5 ‘ Have been reminded.’ Such is the 
reading of the best MSS. Perhaps a 
message or othe * incident had reminded 
St. Paul of some proof which Timotheus 
had given of the sincerity of his faith 
(as Bengel thinks); or, still more pro¬ 
bably, he was reminded of the faith of 
Timotheus by its contrast with the 
cowardice of Demas and others. He 
mentions it here obviously as a motive 
to encourage him to persevere in cou¬ 
rageous stedfastness. 

6 The grace of God required for any 
particular office in the early Church, 
was conferred after prayer and the 
laying on of hands. This imposition 
of hands was repeated whenever any 
one was appointed to a new office or 
commission. The reference here may. 
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a spirit of cowardice, but a spirit of power and love 
i. 8 and self-restraint. 1 Bo not therefore ashamed of the 
testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner; but 
share the affliction * of them who publish the Glml- 

9 tidings, according to the power of God. For 1 le saved 
us, and called us with a holy calling, not dealing 
with us according to our own works, but according 
to His own pur|K>se and grave, which was bestowed 

10 upon us in Christ Jesus before eternal times, 3 but 
is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who lia.s put an end to death, and 
brought life and immortality from darkness into 

11 light; by the Glad-tidings, whereunto I was appointed 
herald and "apostle, and teaehey of tlm Gentiles. 

12 Which also is the cause of t hese sufferings that 1 now 
endure; nevertheless 1 am not ashamed; for I know 
in whom I have trusted, and I am persuad d that He 
is able to guard the treasure 4 which I have committed 
to Him, even unto that day. 

13 Hold fast the pattern of sound® words which thou 

hast heard from me, in the faith and love which is in;","!'!.":? 1 ''" 

• r .... ... .... faithfully. 

14 Christ Jesus. 1 hat goodly treasure which is com¬ 
mitted Jo thy charge, guard by the Holy Spirit who 
dwelleth in us. 

15 Thou already knowest that 1 was abandoned '* by 
all the Asiatics, among whom are Fhygellus and 

16 Hermogenes. The Lord give mercy to the house of 


therefore, be to the original 1 ordination ’ 
of Timotheus, or to his appointment to 
the {superintendence of the ICphe.siuti 
Church. See p. 3J3, and compare Act* 
viii. 18, and i Tim. iv. 11; also p. 207, 
n. 1. 

1 Self-restraint would control the 
passion of fear. 

* Literally, share affliction fir the 
Glad-tidings. The dative used a* in 
Phil. i. 27. 

3 * Before eternal times * (which 
phrase also occurs in Titus i. 2) ap¬ 
pears to mean the period of the Jen ish 
(including the Patriaichal) dispensa¬ 
tion. The grace of Christ was vir¬ 
tually bestowed on mankind in the 

« Patriarchal covenant, though only 
made manifest in the Gospel. 

4 ‘That which I have committed 
unto Him.’ It is strange that so acute 
an interpreter aa Dc Welle should 
maintain that this expression must 
necessarily mean the same thing as 
‘that which ia committed unto tnce’ 


in verse 1 1. Supposing St. Paid to 
have said ‘God will keep the trust 
committed to Him; do thou keep the 
trust committed to thee,’ it would not 
follow that the same trust was meant 
in each (vise. Paul had committed 
himself, his soul and body, his true 
life, to God’s keeping; this was the 
treasure which he trustl'd to God's« are. 
On the other hand, the treasure com¬ 
mitted to th»* chaige of Timotheus was 
the ecclesiastical oflu c cut Misted to 
him. (Compare 1 Tim. vi. 20.) 

•'» Sound words. The want of the 
article shows that this expression had 
b< come almost a technical expression 
at the date of the Pastoral hpistle*. 

6 'Phis appears to refer to the con¬ 
duct of certain Christians Udonging to 
the province of Asia, who desert**! St. 
Paid at Home when he needed their 
assistance. ’ They in Asia ’ is used in¬ 
stead of * they of' Asia,’ ticcaune these 
persons had nrobably now returned 

Lome. 
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*' Onesipliorus ; 1 for he often refreshed me, and was 

not ashamed of my chain; 2 hut when ho was in Rome,i. i; 
sought me out very diligently and found me. The is 
Lord grant unto him that he may find mercy from 
the Lord in that day. And all his services 3 at Ephe- 
c sus, thou knowest better 4 than I. 

®c t u»“n Timo ' Thou, therefore, my son, strengthen thy heart 5 ii. i 
government, with the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And those 2 
things which thou hast heard from mo attested 0 by 
many witnesses, deliver into the keeping of faithful 
men, who shall bo able to teach others in their turn. 7 
Hoi»exhorted Take thv 8 share in suffering, as a good soldier of:! 

from Butfcr- Jesus Christ. The soldier when J on service abstains 4 
from entangling himself in the business ”of life, that 
he may please his commander. And again, the 5 
wrestler does not win the crown, uidess he wrestles 
lawfully. 10 The husbandman who toils must share the 6 
fruits of the ground before 11 the idler. Consider what 7 
I say ; for the Lord will 12 give v thee understanding in 
all things. Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed 13 8 

1 An undesigned coincidence should nesses in 1 Cor. xv. 3-7. 
be observed here, which is not noticed 7 The * also ’ seems to have this 
by Paley. Blessings are invoked on meaning here. # 

the house of Onesiphorus, not on him- 8 ‘ Take thy share in suffering.’ This 
self ; and in verse 18 a hope is ex- is according to the reading of the best 
pressed that ho may lind mercy at the MSS. 

last day. This seems to show that y This is the force of the present 
Onesiphorus was dead; and so, in iv. participle. Cf. Luke iii. 14. 

19, greetings a{/3 addressed not to him- 10 ‘ Lawfully.’ See pp. 538, 539. The 
self hut to his house. verb here used is not confined to wrest- 

a ‘My chain.’ Hence we see that ling , but includes the other exercises of 
St. Paul was, in this second imprison- the athletic contests also; but there is 
ment, as in the first, under Custodia no English verb co-extensive with it. 
Militaris, and therefore bound to the With this passage (ver. 3-6) compare 
soldier who guarded him by a chain. 1 Cor. ix. 7. 

See above, pp. 612, 613. 11 This is the sense of ‘ first.’ The 

3 ‘ Uuto me ’ is omitted by the best Authorised Version, and not its mar- 

* MSS. gin, is here correct. 

4 Better, because Timotheus had been 12 The future, not the optative, is the 

more constantly resident at Ephesus reading of the best MSS. De Wette 
thau St. Paul. and others object to this verse, that it 

5 Compare Iiom. iv. 20, and Eph.vi. is impossible to suppose that St. Paul 

10. would imagine Timotheus so dull of ap- 

6 We agree with De Wette, Huther, prehension as not to comprehend such 
and Wicsinger as to the construction obvious metaphors. But they have 
here, but cannot agree with them in missed the sense of the verse, whicli is 
referring this passage to Timothy’s or- notTneant to enlighten the understand- 
dination or baptism. The literal En- ing of Timotheus as to the meaning of '• 
glish must be, those things which thou the metaphors, but as to the personal 
hast heard from me by the intervention application of them. 

of many witnesses, which is^surely equi- ' 3 i.e. though a man in flesh and 
valent to * by the attestation of mauy blood; therefore His resurrection is an 
witnesses.’ In a similar way. St. Paul encouragement to His followers to be 
appeals to the attestation of other wit- fearless. 
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of David, is 1 raised from tlio dead, according (<> flio * 

i. 9 Glad-tidings wliieli 1 proclaim. Wherein 1 suffer 
even unto chains, as a malefactor ; nevertheless the 

10 Word of God is bound by no chains. Wherefore 1 
endure all for the sake of the chosen, that they also 
may obtain the salvation which is in t'hrist Jesus, 

U with glory everlasting. Faithful is the saying, •/•<!,•* 
if we hare died with Him, 3 tee,shall also lire with Him ; 

12 ij ice suffer, we shtdl also /Vo/// with Him ; if'we dent/ 

Him, lie also will deny us; if we he faithless , i/et He 

13 ilhideth faithful ; He rtriinut deny Him-elf.' 

14 Call men to remembrance of these things, and n< 
adjurc them before the Lord not to contend 4 about ti fli'ltt r» mill 
words, with no prolitable end, but for the subvi ‘l’MOll rnlittc». nml 

15 of their hearers. I!c diligent to present thyself unto'..'o!"i!a..»7i 
God as one proved trust worthy s by trial, a workman 1 "" 1 ' 
not to be ashamed, declaring the word of truth witli- 

10 out distortion. 1 * Hut avoid the discussions of pro- 

17 fane babblers; for they will go farther and farther in 
ungodliness, and their word will eat like a cancer. 

18 Among whom are I lymemens* and I’hiletus ; who con¬ 
cerning the truth have erred, for they say that the 
resurrection is past 7 already, and overthrow the faith 
of some. 


» 


19 Ncverthele-s the firm 8 foundation of God stands 
unshaken. ha\ ingthis seal, ‘ rijr «.ortt httrln tljrm that 


Uicrr JlJiS,’ 9 and ‘ Let every out - 

1 Perfect, not aorist. 

* This is another of those quota¬ 
tions so characteristic of the Pastoral 
Epistles. It apjx-ars to lx* taken from 
a Christian hymn. The Greek may he 
easily sung* to the music of one of the 
ancient ecclesiastical chants. 

3 Horn. vi. 8, ‘If we died %\itli 
Christ, we believe tlwt we shall al.-o 
live with Him.’ ® 

* Comp.ire 1 Tim. vi. 4. 

6 The meaning is, texted and proved 
worthy by trial. Cf. 2 Cor. xiii. 7. 

6 The verb used here (not found else¬ 
where in New Testament) means to cut 
straight. So in the LXX. * righteous¬ 
ness cuts straight paths’ (Prov. xi. ft). 
The metaphor here, being connected 
with the previous ‘workman,’ appears 
to be taken from the work of a car¬ 
penter. 

7 See p. 355. In the larger editions 
a passage is there quoted from Tertul- 
lian, which shows that the Gnostics 
taught that the Resurrection was to be 


Unit mtmrl/i tin* mnnt‘ 

• 

understood of tin* rising of the soul fiom 
the death of ignorance to the light of 
knowledge. Then* is nothing here to 
render doubt fill the dale of t his Epistle, 
for we ha\e ahendv soon that even «o 
early as the First )Cpi«tlc to Corinth, 
theie \*«ro heretics who denied the 
resurrei lion of the dead. Ilaur’s view 
— that the Pastoral Epistles were 
written against Mnreion — is incon¬ 
sistent witl» the present passage ; for 
Marcion did not deny the resurrection 
of the dead, blit onlv the resurrection 
of the flesh. (See IVrtiilb adc. Mar¬ 
cion. v. 10.) 

H The Authorised Version here \ u - 
lates the law of the article. 

,J Numbers xvi. 5 (I.XX. with /A/rd 
for (lod). We must not translate the 
verb 1 hnnweth,' as in A. V. The eon- 
text of the passage, according to LXX. 
(which (lifers from the oresent He¬ 
brew text), is, ‘ Moses si fake unto Core , 
saying . •. . The. Ijord tn^w them that 
were His , and that were holy t and 



776 Life and Epistles of St. Paul. »[ch. 

*■ of the Lord depart from, iniquity.'' But in a greatii. 

house there are not 2 only vessels of gold and silver, 
but also of wood and clay; and some for honour, 21 
others for dishonour. If a man therefore purify him¬ 
self from these, he shall be a vessel for honour, sanc- 
' tified, and fitted for the master’s use, being prepared 
for every good work. 

Flee the lusts of youth ; 3 and follow righteousness, 22 
faith, love, and peace with those who call on the Lord 
out of a pure heart; but shun the disputations of the 23 
foolish and ignorant, knowing that they breed strife ; 
and the bondsman of the Lord 4 ought not to strive, aj 
but to bo gentle towards all, skilful in teaching, patient 
of wrong, instructing opponents with meekness ; if 25 
God perchance may give them repentance, that they 
may attain the knowledge of the truth, and may escape, 
restored, 5 to soberness, out of the snare of the Devil, 0 26 
by whom 7 they have been taken captive to do his 
will. 

Daneermi? Know this, that, in the last 8 days evil times shall iii 

errors ox flic 7 v 

• last come. For men shall be selfish, covetous, falso boast-2 

ers, 9 haughty, blasphemous, disobedient to parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, without natural affection, ruthless, 3 
calumnious, incontinent, merciless, haters of the good, 


brought them near unto Himself; and 
whom He chose unto Himself.\ He brought 
near unto Himself 

1 This quotation is not from the Old 
Testament; Isaiah lii. 11 is near it in 
sentiment, but can scarcely be referred 
to, because it is quoted exactly at. 2 
Cor. vi. 17. The MSS. read Lord in¬ 
stead of the Christ of T. R. 

2 The thought here is the same as 
that expressed in the parable of the 
lishes anti of the tares,—viz. that the 
visible church ■will never be perfect. 
We are reminded of Rom. ix. 21, by 
the ‘ vessels for dishonour.’ 

3 Compare 1 Tim. iii. 2, and the re¬ 
marks upon the age of Timothcus in 
the Essay in the Appendix on the date 
of these Epistles. 

4 Lord , viz. the Lord Jesus. Com¬ 
pare ‘ bondsman of Christ,’ l Cor. vii. 
22 . 

5 ‘ Restored to soberness.’ See 1 Cor. 
xv. 34. 

6 This expression appears to be used 
here, and in Eph. iv. 27, pnd Epli. vi. 
11, for the Devil , who is elsewhere 
called 1 Satan ’ by St. Paul. In the 
Gospels and Acts the two expressions 
<ure used with nearly equal frequency. 


7 The interpretation of this last 
clause is disputable. The construction 
is awkward, and there is a difficulty 
in referring the two pronouns to the 
same subject; but l)e Wctte shows 
that this is admissible b\ r a citation 
from Plato. 

8 This phrase (used without the 
article, as having become a familiar 
expression) generally denotes the ter¬ 
mination of the Mosaic dispensation : 
see Acts ii. 17 ; 1 Pet. i. 5, 20 ; Heb. i. 
2. Thus the expression generally de¬ 
notes'(in the Apostolic age) the time 
present; but here it points to a future 
immediately at hand, which is however, 
blended with the present (see ver. 0, 
8), and was, in fact, the end of the 
Apostolic age. Compare 1 John ii. 18. 
‘ it is the last hour.’ The long duration 
of this last period of the world’s de¬ 
velopment was not revealed to the 
Apostles; they expected that their 
Lord’s return would end it, in their 
own generation ; and thus His words 
were fulfilled, that none should foresee 
the time of His coming. (Matt. xxiv. 
36.) 

9 Several of the classes of sinner-' 
here mentioned occur also Rom. i. 30. 
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4 treacherous, headlong with passion, blinded with 
pride, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of Co' ; 
a Inn ino an outward form ol godliness, hut ivnouncinj* 
fi its power. From such turn away. Of these are they 
who creep into houses, and lead captive silly women, 
J laden with sins, led away by lusts of all kinds, per¬ 
petually learning, yet never able to attain the know 

8 ledge 1 ol tint truth. And ^as latinos and Iatubres,* 
resisted Moses, so do these men resist the truth, bciujj 
corrupt in mind, and worthless 1 2 3 in all that concerns 

9 the faith. Hut they 4 shall not advance farther, for 
their folly shall be made openly manifest to all, as 
was that of Jaimes and lanibres. 

It) Hut thoti liasf been the follower 3 of mv teaching 
and behaviour,® my resolution, 7 Yaith, patience, love. 

11 and steillastness ; my pcrsccutions and sufferings, 
such as hefel me at Antioch, Jeonmm, and Lystni." 

12 [Thou hast seen ] what persecutions I endured; and 
out of them all the Ford delivered me. Yea, and all 
who determine to live a pally life in Christ Jesus, 

13 will suffer persecution. Jhit wicked men and impos¬ 
tors will advance from had to worse, deceiving and 

14 beinjr deceived. Hut do thou continue in that, which 
was taught thee, and whereof thou wast persuaded ; 
knowing who were'' thy teachers, and remembering 
that from a child thou hast known the Holy Scrip- 

15 turns, which are able to make thee wise unto salyu- 

lOt.ion, by the faith which is in Christ Jesus.* All 

Scripture is inspired by Cod, and may prolitably be 
used for teaching, 10 for confutation," for correct ion, 13 


7 . 7 * 


Kxliorintlon 
to lw »teilf»*t 

ill I'MIll'a tl««C 
trine. 


1 For the meaning of this word (of. 
almve, ii. 2 f>), set* limn. ,\. 2 , and 1 for. 
xiii. 12 . 

2 TIiphp, ns we fi»t<l in thcTargum of 
Jonathan, wore th<*traditional natnos 
of tin* Kg\ | it inn sorcerers who opposed 
Moses. 

3 Worthless ; «ee Tit. i. Id, and note. 

4 It has been thought that this ‘they 
shall not advance farther* contradicts 
the assertion in ii. Id, ‘they will go 
farther and farther in ungodliness; ’ 
1 ut there is no contradiction, for the 
present passage speaks of outward 
success. the former of inward dt-trriura- 
tum. Impostors will usually go on 
from bad to tcorse (as it is said ju“t 
below, v. 13), and yet their success in 
deceiving others is generally soon ended 
by detection. 

5 This verb cannot be accurately 


translated ‘ hast fully known ' (Author¬ 
ised Vcr-ion), but its meaning is not 
vci \ ddl« n ut. <‘liryso-tom explains 
it, * of those things thou art the wit¬ 
ness.* 

'* In tliis meaning the word is found 
in I.XX. 

7 Compare Acts xi. 23. 

H It has Ik-cii U'fore remarked how 
appropriate this reference is. See p. 
I i»d. 

9 Phis is plural in the best MSS. 

10 St. Paul frequently in'H the Old 
Testament for tracking, i.e. to enforce or 
illustrate hit 4 doctrine; e.g. Horn. i. 17. 

11 The numerous quota! ions from the. 
Old Testament, in tin* Ihmians ami (»a- 
lalians, are month- examples of it* use 
for confutation. 

12 The word means the uettina fight of 
that which in wrong. The Old Testa- 
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and for righteous discipline ; 1 that the man of God lii. 17 
may bo fully prepared, and thoroughly furnished for 
every good work. 

Solemn I 2 adjure thee before God and Jesus Christ, who is iv. 1 

form hi, com- about to judge the living and the dead — I adjure thee 
fniiyli'/ei'- 1 " by His appearing and His kingdom—proclaim the 2 
Jviitimes,umi tidings, be urgent in season ana out ot season, con- 
& * vinee, rebuke, exhort, with all forbearance and perse¬ 
verance in teaching. For a time will come when they 3 
will not endure the sound doctrine, but according to 
their own inclinations they will heap up for them¬ 
selves teachers upon teachers, to please their itching 
ears. And they will turn away their cars from the 4 
truth, and turn aside to fables. 

But thou in all things be sober, 3 endure affliction, 5 
do the work of an evangelist, 4 accomplish thy minis¬ 
tration in full measure. For I am now ready 5 to be fi 
offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I 7 
have fought 6 the good fight, I have finished my 7 
course, I have kept the faith. Henceforth is laid up 8 
for mo the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous 8 judge, shall give me in that day ; and 
not to me only, but to all wlio love His appearing. 

TimothoiB is Do thy utmost to come to mo speedily ; for Deinas 9 
coinelo 1 Rome has forsaken me, for love of this present world, and 
•[leediiy. has departed to Thessalonica ; 9 Crescens is gone to 10 
Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia; Luke alone is with me. 11 

r 

inent is applied to this purpose by St. have run the good race would be per- 
Paul in 1 Cor. xiv. 21, 1 Cor. x. i—10, baps more exact. The literal English 
and, generally, wherever he applies it is, 1 have completed the glorious contest. 
to enforce precepts of morality. See pp. 538-540 above, and 1 Tim. vi. 

1 * Chastisement that is in righteous- 12. 
ness.’ The word used here lias the 7 Strictly, the course marked out for 
meaning of chastisement or discipline ; the race. This expression occurs only 
compare Heb. xii. 7. Tims the Old in two other places in the New Testa- 
Testament is applied in 1 Cor. v. 13. ment. both being in speeches of St. 

* The best MSS. omit therefore and Paul. 

Lord, and read ‘unri ’ instead of ‘ at ’ 8 ‘The righteous Judge’ contrasted 

in this verse. with the unrighteous judge, by whoso 

3 Not ‘ watch,' as in A. V. sentence he was soon to be condemned. 

4 Compare Eph. iv. 11. And sea p. 9 Demos is mentioned as a ‘fellow- 

342. labourer,’at Home with St.Paul,Philem. 

6 Literally, I am already in the very 24, and joined with Luke, Col. iv. 14. 
act of being poured out as a sacrificial Nothing further is known of him. 
offering. Compare Phil. ii. 17. Crescens is not mentioned elsewhere. 

6 It is impossible to translate this In saying here ihat he was deserted by 
fully in English. It is not strictly all but Luke, St. Paul speaks of his own 
correct to render it ‘I have fought companions and attendants; he had 
the Jighty and seems to introduce a still friends among the Homan Chris- 
new metaphor. The noun means a con- tiaus who visited him (iv. 21), though 
test for a prize , and the metaphor is they were afraid to stand by him at 
fc»ken from the Greek foot-races. / his trial, 
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iv. 12 Take Mark 1 and bring him with thee, for his services 2 
are profitable tome; hut Tycliieus 3 I have sent to 
Ephesus. 

13 When thou eomest, bring with thee the case 4 which 
I left at Troas with Carpus, and the hooks, hut 



especially the parchments. * 

14 Alexander, the brass.founder 5 charged 6 me with Intelligence 
much evil in his declaration j the Lord shall 7 reward rUXtrial* 


15 him according to his works. 13 c thou also on thy 
guard against him, for he has been a great, opponent 

IGof my arguments. 8 When 1 was first heard in my 
defence a no man stood by me, hut all forsook me; 

17 (Ipray that it be not laid to their charge). Neverthe¬ 
less the Lord Jesus 10 stood by me, and strengthened 
my heart,” that by mo the proclamation of the 12 Glad- 
tidings might be accomplished in full measure, and 
that all the Gentiles might hear; and 1 was delivered 

18 out of the lion’s mouth . 13 And the Lord shall deliver 


1 Mark was in Rome (luring a part 
of the former imprisonment, Col. iv. 10 ; 
Phileni. 24. 

2 Not (as in A. V.) ‘ the ministry.’ 

3 If we suppose (see above, p. 771. 
note 4)*that Timotheus was at Eplie- 
sus, we must conclude that Tycliieus 
was the bearer of this EpNtle, and the 
florist, ‘ I send herewith,' used accord¬ 
ing to the idiom of classical letter- 
writers. 

4 This word means either a travel¬ 
ling-case (for carrying clothes, books, 
&c.), or a travelling-cloak. The for¬ 
mer seems the more probable meaning 
here, from the mention of the hooks. 

r> Brass-founder. Whether this Alex¬ 
ander is the same mentioned as put 
forward by the Jews at Ephesus in the 
theatre (Acts xix. 33), and as cxeorn 
m union ted hv St. Piful (1 Tin*, i. 20 ), 
wc do not know. If these names all 
belong to the same person, he was pro¬ 
bably of the Judaising faction. See 
above, p. 431. 

6 * Charged me with f not ‘ did ' (A.V.). 
This verb, though of frequent occurrence 
in the New Testament (in the sense of 
exhibit , display , manifest ), does not 
elsewhere occur in the same construc¬ 
tion as here, with an accusative of the 
thing, and a dative of the person. The 
active form of the verb in classical 
Greek has a forensic sense,—viz. to 
make a declaration against ; and as the 
verb is here used in an active sense 
(thp active, form of it not occurring in 


the New Testament), we may not un¬ 
naturally suppose that it is so used 
here. At any rate, the literal English 
js, ‘ . He iunder manifest* d many eril 
things against me.' 

7 1 he MSS. are divided here bet ween 
the optative and the future ; tlu* latter 
is adopted by Eaclnnarm, and has 
rather the greatest weight of MS. 
authority in its favour. We have, 
therefore, adopted it in the translation 
in the present editiotf. Vet it must be 
acknowledged that there are obvious 
reasons why the optative (if it was the 
original reading) should have been al¬ 
tered into the tut lire. 

M 4’he ‘arguments’ here mentioned 
are probably those used by St. Paul in 
hin defence. 

On this first defence , see above, 
pp. 709, 770. The ancient interpreters, 
Eusebius, Jerome, and others, under¬ 
stood St. Paul here to refer to his ac¬ 
quittal at the end of his first imprison¬ 
ment at Rome, and bis sitb.-eqiient 
preaching in Spain; but while we 
must acknowledge that the strength of 
the expressions accomplished in full 
measure and all the Gentiles arc in fa¬ 
vour of this view, we think that on the 
whole the context renders it unnatural. 

10 The Lord, viz. Jesus . 

11 Of. Rom. iv. 20 ; Kph. vi. 10. ^ 

12 The pfoclamation , i.c. of the Glad- 
tidings. 

13 Jiy* the lion's mouth may be only 
meant the imminence of the immediate 
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me from every evil, and shall preserve me unto His 
heavenly kingdom. To Him he glory unto the ages 
of ages. Amen. 

Salutations Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the household ofiv 

ami personal A 

intelligence. (JneSiphorUS. 

‘ Erastus 1 remained at Corinth ; but Trophimus I 20 

left sick at Miletus. 

Do thy utmost to come before winter. 21 

There salute thee, Eubulus, and Pudens, and 
Linus, 2 and Claudia, :l and all the brethren. 

Concluding The Lord Jesus Christ bo with thy spirit. Grace 22 

benedictions. . ... A •/ l 

be with you 4 all. 


peril ; but it may mean that St. Paul, 
at his first hearing, established his 
right, ns a Roman citizen, to be ex¬ 
empted from the punishment of ex¬ 
posure to wild beasts, which was in¬ 
dicted during the. Neronian persecution 
on so many Christian 1 *. On the his¬ 
torical inferences drawn from this 
verse, see the preceding remarks. 

1 This verse is an insuperable diffi¬ 
culty to those who suppose this Epistle 
written in the first, imprisonment at 
Rome ; since it implies a recent jour¬ 
ney, in which St. Paul had passed 
through Miletus and Corinth. It has 
been also thought inexplicable that 
Paul should mention to Timotheus 
(who was at Ephesus, so near Miletus) 
the fact that Trpphimus was left there. 
Rut many suppositions might he made 
to account for this. For instance, Tro¬ 
phimus may have only stayed a short 
time at Miletus, and come on by the 
first ship after his recovery. This was 
probably the first communication from 
St. Paul to Timotheus since they 
parted; and there would be nothing 
unnatural even if it mentioned a cir¬ 
cumstance which Timotheus knew al¬ 
ready. For example, A. at Calcutta 
writes to B. in London, 4 1 left C. dan¬ 
gerously ill at Southampton? although 
he mav be sure that B. has heard of 
C’s illness long before he can receive 
the letter. 

a Linus is probably the same person 
who was afterwards bishop of Rome, 
and is mentioned by Iremetis and 
Eusebius. 

3 Pudens and Claudia. The follow¬ 
ing facts relating to these names are 
taken from an ingenious essay on the 
subject, entitled * Claudia and Pudens, 
by J. Williams, m.a. (London, 1848).’ 

There are two epigrams of Martial, 


the former of which describes the mar¬ 
ring*'of a distinguished Roman named 
Pudens to a foreign lady named Claudia, 
and the latter of which tells us that 
this Claudia was a Briton , and gives 
her the,-cognomen of Rufina. When 
the latter epigram was written, she 
had grown-up sons and daughters, hut 
herself still retained the charms of 
youth. Roth these epigrams were 
written during Martial’s residence at 
Rome; and, therefore, their date must 
be between a.i>. Off and A.n. 100. The 
former of the two epigrams'was not 
published till the reign of Doiniti m, 
but. it may very probably have been 
written many years earlier. Thus the 
Claudia and Pudens of Martial may be 
the same with the Claudia and Pudens 
who are here seen as friends of St. 
Paul, in a.i>. 08. 

Rut, further, Tacitus mentions 
(Agric . 14) that certain territories in 
the south-east of Britain were given 
to a British king Cogidunus as a re¬ 
ward for his fidelity to Rome: this oc¬ 
curred about a. i). 52, while Tiberius 
Claudius Nero, commonly called Clau¬ 
dius. w.is emperor. 

Again, in 1723, a marble was dug 
up at Chichester, with an inscription 
making mention of a British king 
bearing the title of Tiberius Claudius 
Cogidnbnus. His daughter would, ac¬ 
cording to Roman usage, have been 
called Claudia. And in the same in¬ 
scription we find the name Pudens. 
Other details are given in our larger 
editions. See the Quarterly Review 
for July 1858. 

4 You (not thee) is the reading of 
the best MSS., which also omit ‘ amen.* 
In English we are compelled to insert 
all here, in order to show that you is 
plural. 
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We know not whether Timotheus was able to fulfil these htst 
requests of the dying Apostle ; it is doubtful whether he reached 
Rome in time to receive his parting commands, and cheer his latest 
earthly sufferings. The only intimation which seems to throw any 
light on the question, is the statement in the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
that Timotheus had been liberated from imprisonment in Italy. If, 
as appears not improbable, 1 2 3 that Epistle was written shortly after 
St. Paul’s death, it would be proved not only that the disciple fear¬ 
lessly obeyed his master’s sunpnons, but that he actually shared his 
chains, though he escaped his fate. This, also, would lead us to 
think that he must have arrived before the execution of St. Paul, 
for otherwise there would be no reason to account for his being 
himself arrested in Rome ; since, had he come too late, he would 
naturally have returned to Asia at once, without attracting the no¬ 
tice of the authorities. 

We may, therefore, hope that PauJ’s last earthly wisli wtis fulfilled. 
Yet if Timotheus did indeed arrive before the closing scene, there 
could have been but a very brief interval between his coming and 
his master’s death. For the letter which summoned him'* could not 
have been despatched from Rome till the end of winter, and St. 
Paul’s martyrdom took place in the middle of summer. :| We have 
seen that this was sooner than lie had expected ; but we have no 
record of the final stage of his trial, and cannot tell the cause of its 
speedy conclusion. We only know that it resulted in a sentence of 
capital punishment. 

Tlu*privileges of Roman citizenship exempted St. Paul from the 
ignominious death of lingering torture, which had been lately in¬ 
flicted on so many of his brethren. He was to die by decapitation ; 4 
and he was led out to execution beyond the city walls, upon the 
road to Ostia, the port of Rome. As he issued forth from the gate, 
his eyes must have rested for a moment on that sepulchral pyramid 
which stood beside the road, and still stands unshattered, amid the 
wreck of so many centuries, upon the same spot. That spot was 


1 See the next chapter. If our 
Chronology be right, Timothy’s escape 
would be accounted for by the death 
of Nero, which immediately followed 
that of St. Paul. 

2 Supposing the letter to have been 
despatched to Timotheus on the 1st of 
March, he could scarcely have arrived 
at Home from Asia Minor l>efore the 
end of May. 

3 Nero’s death occurred in June, 
a.i>. 68 . Accepting therefore, as we do, 
the universal tradition that St. Paul 
was executed in the reign of Nero, his 
execution must have taken place not 
later than the beginning of June. We 
have endeavoured to show (in the 
article on the Pastoral Epistles in the 
Appendix) that this date satisfies all 
the necessary conditions. 

4 Such is’ the universal tradition ; 
see note 2 in page 782. The consti¬ 


tutional mode of inflicting capital 
punishment on a Homan citizen was 
by the lietor’s axe. The criminal was 
tied to a stake; cruelly scourged with 
the rods, and then beheaded. See 
Livy, li. 6. ‘ JSIissi Uctores ad sa¬ 

me n flu m sujiplicium, n m futon virt/is 
cau/unt , securifpte feriunt .’ Compare 
Juv. 8. ‘ lajum prwia securin' I Jut 
the military mode of execution—de¬ 
capitation by the sword—was more 
usual under Nero. Many examples 
may be found in Tacitus ; for instance, 
the execution ofSubrius Flavius (Tac. 
Ami. xv. 67). The executioner was 
general 1)' one of the specula tores, or 
imperial body-guards, under the com¬ 
mand of a centurion, who was respon¬ 
sible for tlfe execution of the sentence. 
See the interesting story in Seneca de 
Ira , lib! i. cap. 16 
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t'nen only the burial-place of a single Roman; it is now the burial 
place of many Britons. The mausoleum of Caius Cestius 1 rises con¬ 
spicuously amongst humbler graves, and marks the site where Papal 
Rome suffers her Protestant sojourners to bury their dead. I11 
England and in Germany, in Scandinavia and in America, there are 
hearts which turn to that lofty cenotaph as the Sacred Point of their 
whole horizon ; even as the English villager turns to the grey church 
tower, which overlooks the grave-stones of his kindred. Among the 
works of man, that pyramid is the only surviving witness of the 
martyrdom of St. Paul; and we may thus regard it with yet deeper 
interest, as a monument unconsciously erected by a pagan to the 
memory of a martyr. Nor let us think that they who lie beneath 
its shadow are indeed resting (as degenerate Italians fancy) in uncon¬ 
secrated ground. Rather let us say, that a spot where the disciples 
of Paul’s faith now sleep in Christ, so near the soil once watered by 
his blood, is doubly hallowed ; „an <1 that their resting-place is most 
fitly identified with the last earthly journey and the dying glance 
of their own Patron Saint, the Apostle of the Gentiles. 

As the martyr and his executioners passed on, their way was 
crowded with a motley multitude of goers -and comers between the 
metropolis and its harbour—merchants hastening to superintend the 
unloading of their cargoes—sailors eager to squander the profits of 
their last voyage in the dissipations of the capital—officials of the 
government, charged with the administration of the Provinces, or the 
command of the legions on the Euphrates or the Rhine—Chaldean 
astrologers — Phrygian eunuchs — dancing-girls from Syria with 
their painted turbans—mendicant priests from Egypt howling for 
Osiris—Greek adventurers, eager to coin their national cunning 
into Roman gold—representatives of the avarice and ambition, the 
fraud and lust, the superstition and intelligence, of the Imperial 
world. Through the dust and tumult of that busy throng, the 
small troop of soldiers threaded their way silently, under the bright 
sky of an Italian midsummer. They were inarching, though they 
knew it not, in a procession more truly triumphal than any they 
had ever followed, in the train of General or Emperor, along the 
Sacred Way. Their prisoner, now at last and for ever delivered 
from his captivity, rejoiced to follow his Lord ‘ without the gate.’ 3 
The place of execution was not far distant ; and there the sword of 
the headsman 9 ended his long course of sufferings, and released 


1 The pyramid of Caius Cestius, 
which now marks the site of the Pro¬ 
testant burying-ground, was erected in, 
or just before, the reign of Augustus. 
It was outside the walls in the time of 
Nero, though within the present Aure- 
linnic walls. 

* Heb. xiii. 12, ‘ He suffered without 
the gate.’ 

3 Tlte death of St. Paul is recorded 
by his cotemporary Clement, in a pas¬ 
sage already quoted; alto by the 
Roman presbyter Caius (about 200 
a.d.) (who alludes to the Ostian road 
as tne site of St. Paul’s martyrdom). 


bv Tertullian, Eusebius (In the passage 
above cited), Jerome, and manj- subse¬ 
quent writers. The statement of Caius 
is quoted by Eusebius. That of Jerome 
is the most explicit. 

-The statement that Paul was be¬ 
headed on the Ostian road agrees with 
the usage of the period, and with the 
tradition that liis decapitation was by 
the sword not the axe. We have this 
tradition in Orosius and Lactantius. 
It was not uncommon to send prisoners 
whose death might attract too much 
notiee in Rome, to some distance from 
the city, under a military escort, for 
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that heroic soul from that feeble body. Weeping friends took up’ 
his corpse, and carried it for burial to those subterranean labyrinths, 1 
where, through many ages of oppression, the persecuted Church 
found refuge for the living, and sepulchres for the dead. 

Thus died the Apostle, the Prophet, and the Martyr; bequeath¬ 
ing to the Church, in her government and her discipline, the legacy 
of his Apostolic labours ; leaving his Prophetic words to bd her 
living oracles ; pouring forth his blood to be the seed of a thousand 
Martyrdoms. Thenceforth, among the glorious company of the 
Apostles, among the goodly fellowship of the Prophets, among the 
noble army of Martyrs, his name has stood pre-eminent. And 
wheresoever the Holy Church throughout all the world doth ac¬ 
knowledge God, there Paul of Tarsus is revered, as the great 
teacher of a universal redemption and a catholic religion—the herald 
of Glad-tidings to.all mankind. 

execution. Wioseler compares the cxe- fuori-le-muni) was tir»t built by Con¬ 
dition of Calpurnius Galerianus, as stantino. Till the Reformation it was 
recorded by Tacitus, ‘who was sent under tli’ protection of the Kings of 
under a military escort some distance Kngland, and the emblem of the Order 
along the Appian road.’ (Tac. Hist, of the Garter is still to he seen among 
iv. 11.) This happened A.n. 70. its decorations. 

The great basilica of St. Paul now 1 KttsebiuH (ii. ii>) says that the 
stands outside the walls of Pome, on original burial places ofl’eter and Paul, 
the road to Ostia, in commemoration in the Catacombs, were still shown in 
of his martyrdom, and the Porta Ills time. This shows the, tradition on 
Ostiensis fin the present Aurelianie the subject,. .Jerome, however, in the 
wall) is called the gate of St. Paul, passage about cited, seems to make 
The traditional spot of the martyrdom the place of burial and execution the 
is the Tre Fontane. not far from the same, 
basilica. The basilica itself (S. Paolo- 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

The Epistle to the Jfehrews. —Its Inspiration nut allected by tile Doubts con¬ 
cerning its Authorship.—Its original Readers.—Conflicting lest intone of the 
Primitive Church concerning its Author.—Ilis Object in writing it.—Transla¬ 
tion of the Epistle. 

The origin and history of the Epistle to the Hebrews was a subject 
of controversy even in the second century. There is no portion of 
the New Testament whose authorship is so disputed ; nor any of 
which the inspiration is more indisputable. The early Church 
could not determine whether it was written by Barnabas, by Luke, 
by Clement, or by Paul. Since the Reformation still greater diver¬ 
sity of opinion has prevailed. Luther assigned it to A polios, Calvin 
to a disciple of the Apostles. The church of Rome now maintains 
by its infallibility the Pauline authorship of the Epistle, which in 
the second, third, and fourth centuries, the same Church, with the 
same infallibility, denied. But notwithstanding these doubts con¬ 
cerning the origin of this canonical book, its inspired authority is 
beyond all doubt, it is certain, from internal evidence, that it was 
written by a cotemporary of the Apostles, and before the destruction 
of Jerusalem that its writer was the friend of Timotheus ; 1 2 and 
that he was the teacher :i of one of the Apostolic Churches. More¬ 
over the Epistle was received by the Oriental Church as canonical 
from the first. 1.. Every sound reasoner must agree w ith St. Jerome, 
that it matters nothing whether it were written by Luke, by Bar¬ 
nabas, or by Paul, since it is allowed to be the production of the 
Apostolic age, and has been read in the public service of the Church 
from the earliest times. Those, therefore, who conclude with 
Calvin, that it was not written by St. Paul, must also join with him 
in thinking the question of its authorship a question of little mo¬ 
ment, and in ‘ embracing it without controversy as one of the Apos¬ 
tolical Epistles.’ 

But when we call it an Epistle, we must observe that it is dis¬ 
tinguished, by one remarkable peculiarity, from other compositions 
which bear that name. In ancient no less than in modern tinles, it 
was an essential feature of an epistle, that it should be distinctly 
addressed, by the writer, to some definite individual, or body of 
individuals; and a composition which bore on its surface neither the 
name of its writer, nor an address to any particular readers, would 

1 See Ileb. vii. 2(\ xiii. 11-13, and Alexandrines and Origen, also to pas- 
other passages which speak of the sages of .Jerome. Our larger editions 
Temple services as going on.give at length in the notes the pas- 

2 See xiii. 23. sages from the Fathers referred to in 

s See xiii. 19. Restored to por.. the introductory part of this chapter. 

* For this we can refer to Clemens 
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then, as now, have been called rather a treatise than a letter. U 
was this peculiarity 1 in the portion of Scripture now before us, 
which led to some of the doubts and perplexities concerning it 
which existed in the earliest times. Yet, on the other hand, we 
cannot consider it merely as a treatise or discourse ; because we find 
certain indications of an epistolary nature, which show’ that it was 
originally addressed not to the world in general, nor to all Christians, 
nor even to all Jewish Christians, but to certain individual readers 
closely and personally connected with the writer. 

Let us first examine these indications, and consider how far they 
tend to ascertain the vendees for whom tins Epistle was originally 
designed. 

In the first place, it may be held as certain that the Epistle was 
addressed to JJebmr Christians. Throughout its pages there is not 
a single reference to any other class of converts. Its readers are 
assumed to tfe familiar with the Levitical worship, the Temple ser¬ 
vices, and all the institutions of tfie JMosaic ritual. They are in 
danger of apostasy to Judaism, yet are not warned (like the Cala- 
tians and others) against circumcision : plainly because they were 
already circumcised. They are called to view' in Christianity the 
completion and perfect consummation of .Judaism, lliey are called 
to behold in Christ the fulfilment of the Law’, in His person the 
antitype of the priesthood, m his offices the eternal realisation of 
the sacrificial and mediatorial functions of the Jewish hierarchy. 

Yet, as we have said above, this work is not. a treatise addressed 
to all Jewish Christians throughout the world, but to one particular 
Church, concerning which we learn the following facts First, its 
members had stedfastly endured persecution and the loss of pro¬ 
perty ; secondly, they had shown sympathy to their imprisoned 
brethren and to Christians generally (x. 32-34, and vi. 10); 
thirdly, they were now in danger of apostasy, am^ had not yet 
resisted unto blood (xii. 3, 4 ; see also v. 11, Ac , vi. 0, etc.); 
fourthly, their Church had existed for a considerable length of time 
(v. 12), and some of its chief pastors were dead (xiii. 7) ; fifthly, 
their prayers are demanded for the restoration to them of the writer 
of the Epistle, who was therefore personally connected with them 
(xiii. 19); sixthly, they were acquainted with Timotheus, who was 
about to visit them (xiii. 23) ; seventhly, the arguments addressed 
to them presuppose a power on their part, of appreciating that 
spiritualising and allegorical interpretation of the Old Testament 
which distinguished the Alexandrian 2 School of Jewish Theology ; 
eighthly, they must have been familiar with the Scriptures in the 
Septuagint version, because every one of the numerous quotations is 
taken from that version, even where it differs materially from the 


1 We need scarcely remark that the 
inscription which the Epistle at present 
l>ears was not a part of the original 
document. It is well known that the 
titles of all the Epistles w’ere of later 
origin; and the title by which this 
was first known was merely 4 to the 
Hebrews/ and not ‘of Paul to the 
Hebrews.* 


2 The resemblance between the 
Epistle to the Hebrews and the 
writings of Philo is most striking. 
It extends not only to the general 
points mentioned in the text, but to 
particular doctrines and expressions: 
the parallel passages are enumerated 
by B leek*. 
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Hebrew; ninthly, tho language in which they are addressed is 
Hellenistic Greek, and not Aramaic . 1 

It has been concluded by the maj ority, both of ancient and modem 
critics, that the church addressed was that of Jerusalem, or at least 
was situate in Palestine. In favour of this view it is urged, first, 
that no church out of Palestine could have consisted so exclusively 
of Jewish converts. To this it may be replied that the Epistle, 
though addressed only to Jewish converts, and contemplating their 
position and their dangers exclusively, might still have been sent to 
a church which contained Gentile converts also. In fact, even in 
the church of Jerusalem itself there must have been some converts 
from among the Gentile sojourners who lived in that city ; so that 
the argument proves too much. Moreover, it is not necessary that 
every discourse addressed to a mixed congregation should discuss the 
position of every individual member. If an overwhelming majority 
belong to a particular class, the minority is often passed over in 
addresses directed to the whole* body. Again, the Epistle may havo 
been intended for the Hebrew members only of some particular 
church, which contained also Gentile members ; and this would 
perhaps explain the absence of the usual-address and salutation at 
the commencement. Secondly, it is urged that none but Palestinian 
Jews would have felt the attachment to the Levitical ritual implied 
in the readers of this Epistle. But we do not see why the same 
attachment may not have been felt in every great community of 
Hebrews ; nay, we know historically, that no Jews were more de¬ 
votedly attached to tho Temple worship than those of the dispersion, 
who were only able to visit the Temple itself at distant intervals, 
but who still looked to it as the central point of their religious unity 
and of their national existence.-' Thirdly, it is alleged that many 
passages seem to imply readers who had the Temple services going 
on continually under their eyes. The whole of the ninth and tenth 
chapters speak of the Levitical ritual in a manner which naturally 
suggests this idea. On the other hand it may be argued, that such 
passages imply no more than that amount of familiarity which might 
be presupposed, in those who were often in the habit of going up to 
tho great feasts at Jerusalem . 3 


1 It may be considered as an esta¬ 
blished point, that the Greek Epistle 
which we now have is the original. 
Some of tho early Fathers thought 
that the original had been written in 
Aramaic; but the origin of this tra¬ 
dition seems to have been, 1st, the 
belief that the Epistle was written 
by St. Paul, combined with the per¬ 
ception of its dissimilarity in style to 
h's writings; and ‘2ndly, the belief 
that it was addressed to the Pales¬ 
tinian Church. That the present 
Epistle is not a translation from an 
Aramaic original is proved, 1st, by 
the quotation of the Sepfuagint ar¬ 
gumentatively, where it differs from 
the Hebrew; for instance, Heb. x. 
38 : iindly, by the paronomasias upon 


Greek words, which could not be 
translated into Aramaic, e.g. that on 
.aO »;,tj (ix. 16).; Brdly, bv the free 
use of Greek compounds, &c., which 
could only be expressed in Aramaic 
by awkward periphrases; 4th, by the 
fact that even the earliest Christian 
writers had never seen a copy of the 
supposed Aramaic original. Its ex¬ 
istence was only hypothetical from the 
first. 

2 They showed this by- the large con- 
tiibutions which they sent to the Tem¬ 
ple from all countries where they were 
dispersed ; see above, p.678. 

3 We cannot agree with Ebrard, that 
the Epistle contains indications that the 
Christians addressed had been excluded 
from the Temple. 
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Thus, then, we cannot see that the Epistle must necessarily ha^e 
been addressed to Jews of Palestine , because addressed to Hebrews . 1 
And, moreover, if we examine the preceding nine conditions which 
must be satisfied by its readers, we shall find some of them which 
could scarcely apply to the church of Jerusalem, or any other church 
in Palestine. Thus the Palestinian Church was remarkable fpr its 
poverty, and was the recipient of the bounty of other churches ; 
whereas those addressed here are themselves the liberal benefactors 
of others. Again, those here .addressed have not yet resisted unto 
blood ; whereas the Palestinian Church had produced many martyrs, 
in several persecutions. Moreover, the Palestinian 3 Jews would 
hardly be addressed in a style of reasoning adapted to minds imbued 
with Alexandrian culture. Finally, a letter to the eliurch of Pa¬ 
lestine would surely have been written in the language (if Pales¬ 
tine ; or, at least, when the Scriptures of Hebraism were appealed 
to, they would not have been quoted from the Septuagint version, 
-where it differs from the Hebrew. 

These considerations (above all, the last) seem to negative the 
hypothesis that this Epistle was addressed to a church situate in the 
Holy Land ; and the latter portion of them point to another 
church, for which we may more plausibly conceive it to have been 
intended, namely, that of Alexandria. 3 Such a supposition would 
at once account for the Alexandrian tone of thought and reasoning, 
and for the quotations from the Septuagint ; 4 while the wealth of 
the Alexandrian Jews would explain the liberality here commended ; 
and th*; immense Hebrew population of Alexandria would render it 
natural that the Epistle should contemplate the Hebrew Christians 
alone in that church, wherein there may perhaps at first have been 
as few Gentile converts as in Jerusalem itself. It must be remem¬ 
bered, however, that this is only an hypothesis, 5 offered as being 
embarrassed with fewer difficulties than any other which has been 
proposed. 


1 Block and De Wette have urged 
the title ‘to the Hebrews,' to prove the 
same point. But Wieseler has con¬ 
clusively shown that ‘ Hebrew ’ w as 
applied as properly to Jews of the dis¬ 
persion, as to Jews of Palestine. 

2 Cultivated individuals at Jerusalem 
(as, for instance, the pupils of Gifmaliel) 
would have fully entered into such 
reasoning; but it would scarcely have 
been addressed to the mass of Jewish 
believers. Bleek (as we have before 
observed) has shown many instances 
of parallelism between the Epistle to 
the Hebrews and the waitings of Philo, 
the representative of Alexandrian Ju¬ 
daism. 

3 The canon of Muratori mentions 
an epistle ad Alexandrinos (which it 
rejects), and takes no notice of any 
epi.stle ad Hebrews. We cannot prove, 
however, that this epistle ad Alexan- 
drinoa was the same with our Epistle 
to the Hebrews. 


4 Bleek has endeavoured to prove 
(and we think successfully) that these 
are not only from the LaX., but from 
the Alexandrian MSS. of the LXX. 
But we do not insist on this argument, 
as it is liable to some doubt. 

Since the above remarks were 
published, this hypothesis has been 
advocated by Bunsen in his * Hiptjo- 
lytua It is to be regretted that 
Wieseler should have encumbered his 
able arguments in defence of this 
hypothesis (originally suggested by 
Schmidt.) by maintaining that the 
constant allusions to the Temple and 
hierarchy in this Epistle refer to the 
Egyptian temple built by Onias at 
Lcontopolis. This notion is suffici¬ 
ently refuted by Wieseler’s own ad¬ 
mission, that even Philo the Alexan¬ 
drian, wlicrt speaking of the Temple, 
knows b ut one » viz. th® Temple on 
Mount Zion. 


3 H 
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’ Such then being the utmost which we can ascertain concerning 
the readers of the Epistle, what can we learn of its writer ! Let us 
first examine the testimony of the Primitive Church on this 
question. It is well summed up by St. Jerome in the following 
passage: 1 —‘That which is called the Epistle to the Hebrews is 
thought not to be Paul’s, because of the difference of style and 
language, but is ascribed either to Barnabas (according to Tertul- 
lian) ; or to Luke the Evangelist (according to some authorities) ; 
or to’Clement (afterwards Bishop of Rome), who is said to have 
arranged and adorned Paul’s sentiments in his own language ; or at 
least it is thought that Paul abstained from the inscription of his 
name at its commencement because it was addressed to the Hebrews, 
among whom he was unpopular.’ Here then we lind that the 
Epistle was ascribed to four different writers.—St. Barnabas, St. 
Luke, St. Clement, or St. Paul. With regard ,to the first, Tertul- 
lian expressly says that copies of the Epistle in his day bore the 
inscription, ‘the Epistle of Barnabas to the Hebrews.’ The same 
tradition is mentioned by Pliilastrius. The opinion that either 
Luke or Clement was the writer is mentioned by Clement of 
Alexandria, Origen, 2 and others ; but they seem not to have con¬ 
sidered Luke or Clement as the independent authors of the Epistle, 
but only as editors of the sentiments of Paul. Some held that Luke 
had only translated the Pauline original; others that he or Clement 
had systematised the teaching of their master with a commentary 3 
of their own. Fourthly, St. Paul was held to be, in some sense, 
the author of the Epistle, by the Creek ecclesiastical r writers 
generally ; though no one, so far as we know, maintained that ho 
had ■written it in its present form. On the other hand, the Latin 
Church, till the fourth century, refused to acknowledge the Epistle 4 
as Paul’s in any sense. 

Thus them were, in fact, only two persons whose claim to the 
independent authorship of the Epistle was maintained in the Primi¬ 
tive Church, viz. St. Barnabas and St. Paul. Those who contend 
that Barnabas was the author, confirm the testimony of Tertullian 
by the following arguments from internal evidence. First, Barnabas 
was a Levite, and therefore would naturally dwell on the Levitical 
worship which forms so prominent a topic of this Epistle. Secondly, 
Barnabas was a native of Cyprus, and Cyprus was peculiarly con¬ 
nected with Alexandria ; so that a Cyprian Levite would most 
probably receive his theological education at Alexandria. This 
would agree with the Alexandrian character of the argumentation 
of this Epistle. Thirdly, this is further confirmed by the ancient 
tradition which connects Barnabas and his kinsman Mark with the 
church of Alexandria. 5 Fourthly, the writer of the Epistle was a 

1 See p. 781, n. 4. he mentions the tradition about Cle- 

8 After stating that the style is ad- tnent and Luke.—Origen in Euseb. 
mitted not to he that Of St. Paul, Hist. Ecc. vi. 25. 

Origen adds his own opinion that the 3 See the preceding note. 

Epistle was written by* some disciple 4 Even Cyprian rejected it, and 
of St, Paul, who recorded the senti - Hilary is the first writer of theWest- 
ments of the Apostle, and commented ern Church who received it as St. 
like a scholiast upon the teaching of Paul's. 

his master. Then follows the passage 5 Bunsen acknowledges the force of 
Vhich is quoted below; after which the arguments in favour of Barnabas, 



xxv hi.] Writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 789 

friend of Timotheus (see above, pp. 781, 785); so was Barnabas* 
(cf. Acts xiii. and xiv. with 2 Tim. iii. 11). Fifthly, the Hebraic 
appellation which Barnabas received from the Apostles— 1 Son of 
Exhortation u —shows that lie possessed the gift necessary for 
writing a composition distinguished for the power of its hortatory 
admonitions. , 

The advocates of the Pauline authorship urge, in addition to the 
external testimony which we have before mentioned, the following 
arguments from internal evidence. First, that the general plan of 
the Epistle is similar to that of Paul’s other writings ; secondly, 
that its doctrinal statements are identical w r ith Paul’s; thirdly, that 
there are many points of similarity between its phraseology and 
diction and those of Paul. 2 On the other hand, the opponents of 
the Pauline origin argue, lirst, that the rhetorical character of the 
composition is altogether unlike Paul’s otlie r writings ; secondly, 
that there are many points of difference in the phraseology and 
diction; thirdly, that the quotations of the Old Testatment are not 
made in the same form as Paul’s; 3 fourthly, that the writer includes 
himself among those who luui received the Gospel from the original 
disciples of the Lord Jesus (ii. 3), 1 whereas St. Paul declares that the 
Gospel was 'not taught him by man , but by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ (Gal. i. 11, 12) ; fifthly, that St. Paul’s Epistles always begin 
with his name, and always specify in the salutation the persons to 
whom they are addressed.•’ 

Several very able modern critics have agreed with Luther in 
assigning the authorship of this Ex>istle to Apollos, chiefly because 
wo know him to have been a learned Alexandrian Jew, 0 and 


but thinks that if he had been the 
author * his authorship could not easily 
have been forgotten,’ and also that 
‘ we should not expect in Barnabas so 
Pauline a turn of mind.’ On these 
grounds he assigns the Epistle to 
Apollos. 

1 So the word is translated by some 
of the best authorities. See p. 98, n. 1. 

2 The ablest English champion of 
the Pauline authorship is Dr. David¬ 
son, who has stated the arguments on 
both sides with that perfect crtfulour 
which so peculiarly distinguishes him 
among theological writers. See David¬ 
son’s Introduction, vol. iii. pp. 163-259. 
Ebrard, in his recent work on the 
Epistle, argues plausibly in favour of 
the hypothesis mentioned above, that 
it was written by St. Luke, under the 
direction of St. Paul. He modifies 

* this hypothesis by supposing Luke to 
receive Paul’s instructions at Borne, 
and then to write the Epistle in some 
other part of Italy. We think, how¬ 
ever, that the argument on which he 
mainly relies (viz. that the writer of 
xiii. 19 could not have been the. writer 
of xiii. 23), is untenable. 

3 It should bo observed, that the 


three preceding arguments do not con¬ 
tradict the primitive opinion that, the 
Epistle contained the embodiment of 
St. Paul’s sentiments the pen of 
Luke or (’lenient. 

4 Some have argued that this could 
not have been said by Barnabas, lie- 
cause they receive the tradition men¬ 
tioned by Clement of Alexandria, that 
Barnabas was one of the seventy dis¬ 
ciples of Christ. But this tradition 
seems to have arisen from a confusion 
between Barnabas and Barsabas (Acts 
i. 23). Tertullian speaks of Barnabas 
as a disciple of the Apostles, * qui ah 
Apostolis didicit .’—Dc Pudic. c. 20. 

'> We have not mentioned here the 
mistakes which some suppose the 
writer to have made concerning the 
internal arrangements of the Temple 
arid the offieial duties of the High 
Priest. These difficulties will be dis¬ 
cussed in the notes upon the passages 
where they-occur. They arc not of a 
kind which tend to fix the authorship 
of the Epistle upon one more than 
upon another of those to whom it has 
been assigned. 

6 Acts xviii. 24. 
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because he fulfils the other conditions mentioned above, as required 
by the internal evidence. But we need not dwell on this opinion, 
since it is not based on external testimony, and since Barnabas 
fulfils the requisite conditions almost equally well. 

Finally, we may observe that, notwithstanding the doubts which 
wediave recorded, we need not scruple to speak of this portion of 
Scripture by its canonical designation, as ‘ the Epistle of Paul the 
Apostle to the Hebrews.’ We have seen that Jerome expresses the 
greatest doubts concerning its authorship : Origen also says, ‘ the 
writer is known to God alone : ’ the same doubts are expressed 
by Eusebius and by Augustine : yet all these great writers refer to 
the words of the Epistle as the words of Paid. In fact, whether 
written by Barnabas, by Luke, by Clement, or by Apollos, it repre¬ 
sented the views, and was impregnated by the influence, of the 
great Apostle, whoso disciples even the chief of ’these Apostolic men 
might well be called. By their writings, no less than by his own, 
he being dead yet spake. 

We have seen that the Epistle to the Hebrews was addressed to 
Jewish converts, who were tempted to apostatise from Christianity, 
and return to Judaism. Its primary object was to check this 
apostasy, by showing them the true end and meaning of the Mosaic 
system, and its symbolical and transitory character. They are 
taught to look through the shadow to the substance, through the 
type to the antitype. But the treatise, though first called forth to 
meet the needs of Hebrew converts, was not designed for their 
instruction only. The Spirit of God has chosen this occasion to 
enlighten the Universal Church concerning the design of the ancient 
covenant, and the interpretation of the Jewish Scriptures. Nor 
could the memory of St. Paul ho enshrined in a nobler monument, 
nor his mission on earth be more fitly closed, than by this inspired 
•record of thb time subordination of Judaism to Christianity. 

THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. 1 

ve*ied a fnm- OoD, a who at sundry times and in divers manners i. 
man!in ti» s P a ke of old to our fathers by the prophets, hath 3 in 

1 We have the following circum- was liberated after the death of Nero, 
stances to fix the date of this Epistle:— This would place the date of the 

(1) The Temple of Jerusalem was Epistle in A.o. 68 or 69, if our chro- 
standing, and the services going ou nology be correct: see Chronol. Table 
undisturbed (vii. 23, xiii. 11-13), in Appendix. 

Hence it was written before the de- (3) This date agrees with ii. 3, which 
st ruction of the Temple in a.i>. 70. places the readers of the Epistle among 

(2) Its author was at liberty in Italy;, those who had not seen our Lord in 
and Timotheus was just liberated from the flesh; for the ‘we’ there plainly 
imprisonment (xiii. 23, 24). If St. includes the readers ns well as the 
Paul wrote it, this would fix the date writer. 

at 63; but as we do not hear that - In order to mark the difference of 
Timotheus was then imprisoned in style and character between this and 
Italy (either in Acts, or m the Epistles the preceding Epistles, the translator 
to 'Timothy, where allusions might be has in this Epistle adhered as closely 
expected to the fact), it would seem as possible to the language of the 
more probable that his imprisonment. Authorised Version, 
here mentioned took place about the 3 The Hellenistic peculiarity of using 
time of St. Paul’s death; and that he the aorist for the perfect (winch is not 
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these last days 1 spoken unto us by® His Son, whom person of ms, • 
He appointed heir of all things, by whom also Ho SoN ' 

1.3 made the universe; 3 who being an emanation 4 of 
His glory, and an express 5 image of his substance,® 
and upholding all things by the word of His 
power, when He had by Himself made purifica¬ 
tion 7 for our sins, sat down on the right hand of the 

4 Majesty on high ; being made so much greater than 
the Angels, as Ho hath by’inheritance obtained a 
more excellent name than they. 

5 For to which of the Angels 8 said He at any time, »•>'>>» *>w>cr 

‘ SCfiou art my Son, ttjui ban fiabr I begotten tficr; ’ 8 Ai'liVl.' 
and again, ‘ J bull be to l)tm a father, anb fie dljall be to 

6 tne a sou? ’ 10 * But when he bringetli back 11 the First- 
begotten into the world, He saith, • <3iiB let alt tf)C 

7 SlugeW of ©obtoanfljip him.’ 12 And of the angels Ho 
saith, * SSJfio mabctl) fits angclO Spirits, anb Ijist lining. 
tenS tlamrO of fire.’ 13 But unto the Son Ho saith, 

8 ‘ ChB throne, © ©ob, tg far eber anb eber ; a Oceptrc of 
righteousness is the Sceptre of thy Jdngbom. Chou fiaSt 

9 lobcb righteousness anb ijateb iniquity. Chcreforc ©ob, 

uncommon in St. Paul’s writings, sec 0 Ps. ii. 7 (LXX.). 

Kom. xi. 30, and Phil. iii. 12) is very 10 2 Sam. vii. 14 (LXX.) (originally 
frequent In this Epistle. spoken of Solomon, in limn we see a 

1 The best MSS. have the singular, type of Christ. Cf. Ps. Ixxii.). 

It should perhaps rather be translated “ This is,literally translated, when 
4 in the end of these days,' these days He shall have brought back, not again , 
being contrasted with the future period, it hen He has brought back. The ascen- 
the world to come. sion of Christ having been mentioned, 

2 The preposition means more than Ilis return to judge th%world follows. 

1 by ’ (so in preceding verse); in the 12 This quotation forms an exception 
person of His Son would be more to Bleek’s assertion that the quotations 
accurate. in this Epistle are always from the 

3 ‘The worlds:’ so xi. 3. Alexandrian text of the LXX. It is 

4 Not ‘ brightness ’ (A. V.), butewoz- from I)eut. xxxii. 43, verbatim accord- 

nation, as of light from the sun. The ing to the MSS. followed by the T. H.; 
word and idea occur in Philo. but not according to the Codex Alex., 

5 Literally, impression, as of a seal which reads ‘ sons,’ instead of ‘ angels.’ 

on wax. The same expression's used The LXX. here ditiers from the Ile- 
bv Philo concerning ‘ the Eternal brew, which entirely omits the words 
Word.’ here quoted. The passage where the 

6 Not 4 person ' (A. V.), but sub- quotation occurs is at the conclu- 

stance. Cf. xi. 1; and see note on sion of the tinal song of Moses, where 
iii. 14. he is describing God’s vengeance ujMin 

7 The ‘ by Himself’ and ‘our’ of His enemies. It seems hereto bo ap- 

T. R. are not found in some of the best plied in a higher sense to the last 
MSS. * judgment. 

8 The Law (according to a Jewish Ps. civ. 4. Quoted according to 

tradition frequently confirmed in the LXX. The Hebrew is, ‘Who maketh 
New Testatneiit) was delivered by the winds Ilis messengers, and the 
angels (Acts vii. 53; Gal. iii. 19 ; lieb. flames His ministers.’ Hut tin* 
ii. 3). Hence the emphasis here laid thought expressed here i-. that God 
upon the inferiority of the angels to employs Ilis angels in tin* physical 
the Messiah, whence follows the in- operations of the universe. ‘Spirits’ 
feriority of the Law to the Gospel, is equivalent to ‘ winds,’ as at John iii. 

, This inference is expressed ii. 3. 3, and Gen. viii. 1 (LXX.). 
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, ebcn the Ijati) anntittrti tljfe toitf) Hje ntl of glafitirgs 

aiiobe tfjjj felToJuS.’ 1 And ‘ CIjou, ILarlr, £11 tlje begin- i. 10 
nittg atMt lay the fouulratiuii of llje earth, ntrtf tijc 
bcabeud are tfje toorltji of tbtue banafi. Cbejt sSIjall per tab, i > 
but ffjott rrmatuciSt; ana they all jfijall tear oia, atfbotb a 12 
garment, ana a£ a brature sljalt ttjou foia them tip ana 
tfjep dijall be changed; but thou art tfje iame, ana tfjjt 
gears Shall not fat!.’ 2 

But to which of the 'angels hath He said at any 13 
time, ‘ £<t thou on nty right bmrtf, until S male thine 
enemies thy footstool?’- 1 Are they not all ministering 14 
spirits, sent forth to execute [His] service, for 4 the 
sake of those who shall inherit salvation ? 

Therefore, we ought to give the ftiore Earnest heed ii. 1 
to the things which we have heard, lest at any time 
we should let them slip. 5 For if the word declared 2 ; 
by angels® was stedfast, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a due requital; how shall we3 
escape, if we neglect so great salvation ? which was 
declared at first by the Lord, and was established 7 
unto us 8 on firm foundations by those who heard Him, 
God also bearing them witness both with signs and 4 
wonders and divers miracles, and with gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, which He distributed 9 according to His 
own will. 

For not unto angels hath Ho subjected the world 10 5 
to come, whereof we speak. But one in a certain 6 
place testified, saying, * fflClljat ijj man that tfjou art 
mitrtrful nf him, or the doit of man that thou rcgartfcSt 
him ? Jfor a little Subtle 11 thou hast matte him lolner than 7 
the angrltf; thou hast erolunctt him ioitb glory aittr 
honour, 12 thou baOt put all things tn subjection nutter 8 


1 l>s. xlv. 6, 7 (LXX.). 

2 Ps. cii. 26-28 (LXX.). It is most 
important to observe that this descrip¬ 
tion, applied in the original to God, 
is here without hesitation applied to 
Christ. 

3 Ps. ex. 1 (LXX.). Applied to the 
Messiah by our Lord Himself, by St. 
Peter (Acts ii. 35), and by St. Paul 
(1 Cor. xv. 25). 

4 The A. V. * to minister for them,' 
is incorrect. 

5 The active signification here given 
in A. V. is defended by Buttmann and 
Wahl. 

8 Viz. the Mosaic Law.*' See the 
note on i. 5. 

7 The verb means, was established on 
firm ground. 


8 On the inferences from this verse, 
see above, p. 789. 

9 * Distributed!’ Compare 1 Cor. xii. 
11 . 

10 The world to come here corresponds 
with the city to come of xiii. 14. The 
subjection of this to the Messiah 
(though not yet accomplished, see 
v. 9) was another proof of His su¬ 
periority to the angels. 

11 The phrase may mean in a small 
degree, or for a short time ; the former 
is the meaning of the Hebrew original, 
but the latter meaning is taken here, 
as we see from v. 9. 

12 The T. R. inserts here what we find 
in A. V., and hast set him over the works 
of thy hands, but this is not found in 
the best MSS. 
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l)tt Cert.’ 1 2 For in that He ‘put an tljtiiflsi in tubjrrtiou ’ 
under Him, He left nothing that should not be put 
under Him. 

But now we see not yet all things in subjection tw immiii*. 

X 9 under Him. But we behold Jesus, who was ‘ for wal'mcihl'i! 

, - , Y w , Mint lie liiijiiit 

a little foytle matte Toforn* tTjan tfje angels*/ crowned 
through 3 the suffering of death with glory and ho- 'i'S iJi"“ “ 
nour ; that by the free gift of God Ho might taste 

10 death for all men. For it became Him, through 3 
whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in 
bringing 4 many sons unto glory, to consecrate 5 by 
sufferings the captain 6 of their salvation. 

11 For both He that sanotilieth, and they that arc 7 * 
sanctified, liavo afl one Father; wherefore, He is not 

12 ashamed to call them brethren, spying, ‘ £ fotH ttrtlarc 
thj? name to my brethren, tn the mtttstt of tf>c rangrega- 

13 tian hull £ sftug pra i*cs> unto tljrc. 9 8 And again, 4 £ toill 
put my tnuSt in %im ; To, £ atitt the tljilttmt ttiljtcb 45ott 

14 hath fitheu me.’ 9 Forasmuch then as Mljr rhilttvrn 9 
are partakers of flesh and blood, lie also llimsolf 
likewise took part of the same, that by death He 
might destroy the lord of death, that is, the Devil; 

15 and might deliver them who through fear of death 

16 were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For truly, 

He giveth His aid, 10 not unto angels, but unto the 

17 seed of Abraham. Wherefore, it behoved Him in all 
things to be made like unto His brethren, that He 


1 Ps. viii. 5-7 (LXX). Quoted also 
(with a sliuht variation) as refer¬ 
ring to our Lord, 1 Cor. xv. 27, and 
Eph. i. 22. The Hebrew Psalmist 
speaks of mankind, the New Testament 
teaches us to apply his words in a 
higher sense to Christ, the represen¬ 
tative of glorilied humanity. 

2 Compare Phil. ii. # 8, 9. • 

3 Compare Horn. xi. 36, and 1 Cor. 
viii. 6. God is here described as the 
First Cause (‘by whom*), and the 
Sustainer (‘through whom’) of the 
Universe. 

4 For the grammar here we may re¬ 
fer to Acts xl. 12. 

5 Literally, to bring to the appointed 

accomplishment , to develop the full idea 
of the character , to consummate. The 
latter word would be the best trans¬ 
lation, if it were not so unusual as ap¬ 

plied to persons; but the word conse¬ 

crate is often used in the same sense, 

and is employed in the A. V. as a trans¬ 

lation of this verb, vii. 28. 


fi Captain. Those who are being 
saved are here represented as an army, 
with .Jesus leading them on. Compare 
xii. 2. 

7 Literally, who arc in the process of 
sanctification. 

H Ps. xxii. 23 (LXX. with a slight 
change in the verb for ‘declare’). Here 
again the Messianic application of this 
Psalm (which is not apparent in the 
original) is very instructive. 

9 This quotation from Isa. viii. 17,18 
(LXX.) appears in English to be broken 
into two (which destroys the sense), if 
the intermediate words ‘and again’ 

which arc not in the LXX.) he inserted, 
ndeed, it may well l>e suspected that 
they have here been introduced into 
the’MSS., by an error of transcription, 
from the line above. 

10 The verb means tv assist here. So 
it is used an Sirach iv. 12. 'I he A. \ . 
mistranslates the present tense as 
past. * 
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might become a merciful 1 and faithful High Priest in 
the things of God, to make expiation for the sins of 
the people. For whereas He hath Himself been tried 2 ii, is 
by suffering, He is able to succour them that are in 
trial. .. 

Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly iii. \ 
calling, consider the apostle 3 and High Priest of our 
Confession, 4 Christ 5 Jesus ; who was faithful to Him ■> 
that appointed Him, as Moses also was * fatlljfiil in all 
Ii)C IjOUtfrljnlb Of <Sab.’ 6 For greater glory is due to :s 
Him than unto Moses, inasmuch as the founder of the 
household is honoured above the household. For 4 
every household hath some founder ; but He that hath 
founded all things is God. And Moses'indeed was 5 
‘ faithful tit all tl)c I/midrijolb uf <8ab * as ‘ a £>eibaut’ 7 
appointed to testify the words that should be spoken 
[unto him]: but Christ as ‘ a £011 ’ 8 over His own e 
household. 

And His household are we, if we hold fast our 
confidence, and the rejoicing of our hope, firmly 
unto the end. Wherefore, as the Holy Spirit saith, 

‘ STD-bay tf jjr hear b**i ho fee, batbcit not pom hrarts ad 7 
in the prnbotatton, tit the bay of temptation ttt flic toil* s 
bertieSd ; toljeu your fathers temptrb me, pvnbrb me, aub 9 
dato my toorito forty years, therefore I toas grtrbeb 10 
toith that generation, and Satb, Chey bo altoay err in 
their hearts, attb they ” Ijabe not Itnotoit my toayS. so f 11 
Stoarc in my toratlj, STIjcy Shall not enter into my rest.’ 1(1 
Take hoed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an i > 
evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living 


1 Perhaps it would be more correct 
to translate that he might become mer¬ 
ciful, and a faithful, &c. 

’ 2 Literally, hath suffered when in trial 
This verb does not mean usually to be 
tempted to sin , but to be tried by afflic¬ 
tion, Cf. 1 Cor. x. 13, and James i. 2. 
Hence it is better not to translate it by 
temptation, which, in modern English, 
conveys only the former idea. A per¬ 
plexity may perhaps be removed from 
some English readers by the information 
that St. James’s direction to‘count it 
all joy when we fall into divers temp¬ 
tations, 1 is, in reality, an admonition to 
rejoice in suffering for Christ’s sake. 

3 Apostle is here used in its etymo¬ 
logical sense for one sent forfh. 

« For * confession 9 compare iv. 14 and 
x. 23. 

5 We have not departed here from 


the T. K.; but the best MSS. omit 
‘ Christ.’ 

6 Numbers xii. 7 (LXX). ‘M y ser¬ 
vant Moses is faithful in all my house¬ 
hold.’ The metaphor is of a faithful 
stewarcT presiding over his master’s 
household. 

7 * Servant,’ quoted from the same 
verse, Numbers xii. 7 (LXX.). (See 
above.) 

8 See the quotations in i. 5. 

9 They is emphatic. 

10 The above quotation is from Ps. 
xcv. 7-11, mainly according to the 
Codex Alexandrinus of the LXX., but 
not entirely so, the forty years inter¬ 
polated in v. 9th being the principal, 
though not the onlv variation. The 
peculiar use of ‘if* here (and iv. 3) 
is a Hebraism. 
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iii. 13 God. But exhort one another daily while it is called 
To-day, lest any of you be hardened through the 

14 deceitful ness of sin. For we are made partakers 1 2 of 
Christ, if we hold our first foundation* firmly unto 
the end. 

When it is said, 4 Co-bay, if |}t hear fytrf boicr, barbeu 

16 tmt your I) carte atf tit tf)£ proboratiaii,’—who 3 were they 
that, though they had heai^l, did provoke ? Were 
they not all 4 whom Moses brought forth out of 

17 Egypt ? And with whom was lie grieved forty years? 
Was it not with them that had sinned, whose car- 

18 cases 5 fell in the wilderness? And to whom sware 
He that they should not enter into His rest, but to 

19 them that 'were disobedient? 6 And 7 we see that 
they could not enter, because of unbelief. 8 

' Therefore let us fear, since a promise still 9 re- 
maineth of entering into His rest, lest any of you 

2 should be found 10 to come short of it. For we have 
received glad tidings as well as they ; but the report 
which they heard did not profit them, because it 11 

3 met no belief in the hearers. For we, that have 
helieved, are entering into the [promised] rest. And 
thus He hath said, *£0 £ siuarc tit my toratlj, Cljry 
frtjatt enter into my rr^t.’ 12 Although His works 
were finished, ever since the foundation of the world ; 

4 for He hath spoken in a certain place of the seventh 


1 ‘ Partakers.’ Compare iii. 1 and 
vi. 4 ^‘partakers of the Holy Spirit’). 

2 Literally, the beginning of our 
foundation. The original meaning of 
the latter word is that whereon any¬ 
thing else standsy or is supported ; 
hence it acquired the meaning of sub¬ 
stantia, or substance (in the metaphy¬ 
sical sense of the term). Cf. lleb. i. 3, 
and xi. 1 ; hence, again that of around, 
nearly in the sense of subject-matter (2 
Cor. ix. 4; 2 Cor. xi. 17). There is no 
passage of the New Testament where 
it need necessarily be translated * con¬ 
fidence ;’ although it seems to have the 
latter meaning in some passages of the 
LXX. cited by Bleek; and it is also so 
used by Diodorus Siculus, and by Poly¬ 
bius. 

f 3 We follow the accentuation adopted 
by Chrysostom, Griesbach, <fec. 

4 The inference is that Christians 

though delivered by Christ from bond¬ 

age, would nevertheless perish if they 

did not persevere (see ver. 6 and 14). 

The interrogation is not observed iu 

A. V 


Literally, limbs; Jjut the word is 
used by the LXX. for carcase#. Num¬ 
bers xiv. 32. 

(i Not ‘ that believed not ’ (A. V.). 
See note on Kom. xi. 30. 

7 ‘ And, ’ not * So ’ (A. V.). 

H The allusion is to the refusal of 
the Israelites to believe in the good 
report of the land of Canaan brought 
by the spies. (Numbers xiii. anti xiv.) 

9 ‘Still remaineth.’ Compare *re- 
maineth,* ver. 6 and 9. The reasoning 
is explained by what follows, especially 
ver. (>- 8 . 

1,1 Should be seen. 

11 Literally, it was not mixed with 
belief. The other reading would mean, 
‘they were not united by belief to its 
hearers,’ where its hearers must mean 
the spies, who reported u-hat they had 
hetird of the richness of the land. 
Tisehendorf, in his second edition, re¬ 
tains the T # 1L 

12 The A. V. here strangely departs 
from the, correct translation which it 
adopts above (iii. 11 ). 
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day in this wise, 1 &riB ®oh XsVB on tt)t dthtvrt^iv. 5 

Saj} from all Ijtji toarksl; ’ 1 and in this place again 
* Shall jl«&C enter into wji rest.’ 2 Since there- s 
fore it still remaineth that some must enter therein, 
and they who first received the glad tidings thereof 
entered not, because of disobedience, 3 He again fixeth 7 
a certain day,— 4 CESbffl&f? ’—declaring in David, after 
so long a time (as hath been said), 4 Co'haj), <t jie i)tar 
!)• £ botcc, IjaviJtn not ljntir hearts.’ For if Joshua had 8 
given them rest, God would not speak afterwards of 
another day. Therefore there still remaineth a Sab- 9 
bath-rest 4 for the people of God. For he that is 10 
entered into God’s rest, must 5 himself also rest from 
his labours, as God did from His. Let us therefore 11 
strive to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after 
the same example of disobedience. 6 

For the word of God 7 liveth and worketli, and is 12 
be evaded. sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, yea, to the 8 
inmost parts thereof, and judging the thoughts and 
imaginations of the heart. Neither is there any crea- 13 
ture that is not manifest in His sight. But all things 
are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with 
whom we have to do. 

HighVrieU Seeing, then, that we have a great High Priest, 14 
touched w?th w ^° passed 9 through the heavens, Jesus the 

a feeling of Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For 15 
our u rm t es ^ ave no t an High Priest that cannot be touched 


1 Gen. ii. 2 (XXX. slightly altered). 

2 The meaning of this is,—God's 
rest was a perfect rest,—He declared 
His intention that His people should 
enjoy His rest,—that intention has 
not yet been fulfilled,—its fulfilment 
therefore is still to come. 

3 Here it is said they entered not 
because of disobedience ; in iii. 19, be¬ 
cause of unbelief ; but this does not 
justify us in translating these different 
Greet expressions (as in A. V.) by the 
same English word. The rejection of 
the Israelites was caused both by un¬ 
belief and by disobedience ; the former 
being the source of the latter. 

4 Strictly, a keeping of Sabbatical 
r est . 

5 Literally, hath rested , the aorist 

used for perfect. To complete the argu¬ 
ment of this verse, we must supply 

the minor premiss, but God’s people 

have never get enjoyed this perfect %est\ 

whence the conclusion follows, there¬ 


fore its enjoyment is still future , aa 
before. 

6 The reasoning of the above pas¬ 
sage rests upon the truth that the un¬ 
belief of the Israelites, and the repose 
of Canaan, were typical of higher 
realities ; and that tliis fact had been 
divinelj intimatecl in the words of the 
Psalmist. 

7 The word of God is the revelation 
of the mind of God, imparted to man. 
See note on Eph. v. 2G. Here it de¬ 
notes the revelation of God’s judgment 
to the conscience. 

8 The expression is literally, of soul 
and spirit, both joint and marrow ; the 
latter being a proverbial expression for 
utterly , even to the inmost parts. 

9 * Through not ‘ into ’ (A.V.). The 
allusion is to the high priest passing 
through the courts of the Temple to 
the Holy of Holies. Compare ix. 11 
and 24. 
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•with a feeling o£ oar infirmities, hut who bore in 
all things the likeness of our trials, 1 2 yet without sin. 
iv. 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 

1 in time of need. For every High Priest taken from 
among men, is ordained to act on behalf of men in 
the things of God, that he may offer gifts and satri- 

2 fices for sins ; and is able to, bear with the ignorant 3 
and erring, being himself also encompassed with in- 

Sfirmity. And by reason thereof, he is bound, as for 
the people, 3 so also for himself, to make offering for 

4 sins. And no man taket.h this honour on himself, 

5 but he that is 4 5 called by God, as was Aaron. So also 
Christ glorified not Himself, to be made an High 

6 Priest; but He that said unto Him, * CTfjou art mu sou, 
tO*han finbc £ bcgattfii thrr.’ 5 As He saitli also in 
another place, ‘ tEijnu art a prtrgt far rbrr aftrc tfje arfm 

7 af iKCcIrTjistrUcc.’ 6 Who in the days of llis flesh olfered 
up prayers and supplications with strong crying and 
tears, unto Him that could save. Him from death, 

8 and was hoard because He feared God, 7 and though 
He was a Son, yet learned He obedience 8 by suf- 

9 feringk And when His consecration 3 was accom¬ 
plished, He became the author of eternal salvation 



o to all them that obey Him; having been named by 
God an High Priest ‘ after tfjr artier of fStrlcfitectlfr.’ 

11 Of whom I have many things to say, and lin l*(l <)f The reader* 
interpretation, since ye have grown 10 dull in under- tiVii 

12 standing. 11 For when ye ougiit, after so long a time, 12 

to be teachers, ye need again to be taught yourselves, bt,u ' <1,,,g * 
what 13 are the first principles of the oracles of God ; 
and ye have come to need milk, instead of meat. 14 

13 For every one that feeds on milk is ignorant of the 


1 See note on ii. 18T • and Herodotus arc familiar. See vEsch. 

2 The sin-offerings were mostly for Again. and Ilcrod. i. 207. 

sins of ignorance. See Leviticus, chap. v. 9 Compare ii. 10, and the note there. 

3 £>ee Levit. chap. iv. and chap. ix. 10 ‘ Have grown,’ implying that they 

4 If (with the best MSS.) we omit had declined from a more advanced 
the article, the translation will be * but state of Christian attainment. 

when called by God,' which does not 11 Literally , 4 in their hearing.’ Com¬ 
aker the sense. pare Acts xvii. 20, and Matt. xiii. Id. 

5 Ps. ii. 7 (LXX.). 12 Literally, because of the time , viz., 

6 Ps. cx. 4 (LXX.). the length of time elapsed since your 

7 4 Fear ’ here means the fear of God. conversion. Sec the preceding intro- 
Compare ‘God-fearing men,’ Acts ii. 5. ductory remarks, p. 785. 

The sentiment corresponds remarkably n We accentuate with Gnesbach, 
with that of chap. xii. 5-11. Tisehcndonf, &c. 

8 There is a junction here of words 14 The adjective does not mean strong 

of similar sound and parallel meaning, (A. V.),* but solids op|>oscd to liquid. 

with which the readers of vEschylus YWuse meat for solid food in general. 
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danger of 
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doctrine of righteousness, for he is a babe ; but meat v. 14 
is for men full grown, who, through habit, have their 
senses exercised to know good from evil. Therefore vi. 1 
let me leave 1 the rudiments of the doctrine of Christ, 
and go on.to its maturity ; not laying again the foun¬ 
dation,—of Repentance from dead works, 2 and Faith 
towards God ;—Baptism, 3 Instruction, 4 and Laying 2 
on of hands ; 5 -—and Resurrection of the dead, and 
Judgment everlasting. 

And this I will do 6 if God permit. For it is im- 3 , 

P ossible 7 again to renew unto repentance those who 
ave been once enlightened, and have tasted of the 
heavenly gift, and been made partakers of the Holy 
Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of tne word of 5 
God, 8 and the powers of the world to come, 9 and 
afterwards have fallen away ; seeing they 10 crucify to 6 
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put Him to an 
open shame. For the earth, when it hath drunk in 7 
the rain that falleth oft upon it, if it bear herbs pro¬ 
fitable to those for whom it is tilled, partaketh of 
God’s blessing; but if it bear thorns and thistles, its 
is counted worthless and is nigh unto cursing, and its 
SfUie?r n mo- ed end 78 t° be turned. But, beloved, I am persuaded o 
vera«ce Perse ' better things of you, and things that accompany sal- 


1 The 1st person plural here, as at 
v. 11, vi. 3, vi. 9, vi. 11, is used by the 
writer; it is translated by the 1 st per¬ 
son singular in English according to 
the principle laid down, p. 304, n. 5. 

2 Dead works here may mean cither 
sinful works (cf. Eph. ii. 1, ‘dead in 
sins’), or legal works ; but the former 
meaning seems to correspond better 
with the * repentance ’ here, and with 
ix. 14. 

3 We take the punctuation sanctioned 
by Chrysostom. 

4 Tins was the Catechetical Instruc¬ 
tion which, in the Apostolic age, fol¬ 
lowed baptism, as we have already 
mentioned, p. 344. 

3 This is mentioned as following 
baptism, Acts viii. 17-19, xix. G, and 
other places. 

6 Or, let me do, if we read with the 
best MSS. 

7 A reason is here given by the 
writer, why he will not attempt to 
teach his readers the rudiments of 
Christianity over again ; namely, that 

it is useless to attempt, by the repe¬ 

tition of such instruction to recall those 

who have renmuicod Christianity to 


repentance. The impossibility which i 
he speaks of, has reference (it should 
be observed) only to human agents ; it 
is only said that all human means of 
acting on the heart have been exhausted 
in such a case. Of course no limit is 
placed on the Divine power. Even in 
the passage, x. 26-31 (which is much 
stronger than the present passage) it 
is not said that such apostates are 
never brought to repentance ; but only 
that it cannot be expected they ever 
should be. Both passages were much 
appealed to by the Novatians, and some 
have thought that this was the cause 
which so long prevented the Latin 
Church from receiving this Epistle iuto 
the Canon. 

8 i.e. have experienced the fulfilment 
of God’s promises. 

0 The powers of the world to come 
appear to denote the miraculous ope- 
rations of the spiritual gifts. They 
properly belonged to the ‘world to 
come.* 

10 These apostates to Judaism cruci¬ 
fied Christ afresh , inasmuch as they 
virtually gave their approbation to His 
crucifixion, by joining His crucifiers. 
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vi. lovation, though I thus speak. For God is not un- " ' 

righteous to forget your labour, and the love 1 which 
ye have shown to His name, in the services ye have 
II rendered and still render 2 to the saints. But I desire 
earnestly that every one of you might show the same 
zeal, to secure the full possession 3 of your hope unto 
12 the end; that ye be not slothful, but follow the ex¬ 
ample of them who through faith and stedfastness 
13 inherit the promises. For God when He made promise 
to Abraham, because He could swear by no greater, 

H sware by Himself, saying, ‘ ffimtp, Westerns £ tutU bleite 
15ttjee, anti multipljmig £ totll multiply H)ce;’ 4 and so, 
having stedfastlv endured, 6 be obtained the promise. 

16 For men, indeed, swear by the greater; and their 
diitli establisheth fl their word, so that they cannot 

17 gainsay it. Wherefore God, willing more abundantly 
to show unto the heirs of the promise the immuta¬ 
bility of His counsel, set an oath between himself 

18 and them ; 7 that by two immutable things, wherein it 
is impossible for God to lie, we that have fled [to 
Him] for refuge might have a strong encourago- 

19ment 8 to holdfast the hope set before us. Which 
hope.we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure 
20 and stedfast, and entering within the veil ; whither 
Jesus, our forerunner, is for us entered, being mado 
‘an ®ijjh SrteSt for eber after tf>c ortlrr ot jHeb 
rfjterftec.’” 

vii. 1 For thisMelchisedec, 10 ‘ king of g'alrm,’’ 1 ‘prieslt of 

ti)C most big!) <8otr,’ 11 who met Abralmm returninguyif**^ 
2 from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, to jjJMjiicM»e- 
whom also Abraham gave ‘ a truth part of all,’ 12 — 


1 ‘labour’is omitted in the best MSS. 

2 Compare x. 32, .and the remarks, 
p. 785. For ‘saints,’ see note tin 1 Cor. 

l. 2. 

3 Such appears the meaning of the 
word here. The English word satis¬ 
faction, in its different uses, bears a close 
analogy to it. 

4 Gen. xxii. 17 (LXX. except that 
* thee ’ is put for ‘ thv seed ’). 

5 Abraham’s ‘ steadfast endurance ’ 
was shown just before he obtained this 
promise, in the offering up of Isaac. 

6 Literally, their oath is to them an 
end of all gainsaying , unto establishment 
[of their word ]. 

7 The verb means to interpose be- 
tween two parties. Bleek . gives in¬ 
stances of its use, both transitively and 


intransitively. The literal English of 
the whole phrase is, He interposed with 
an oath between the two parties. The 
‘two immutable things’ are God’s 
promise, and Ilis oath. 

8 This construction of the words seems 
to agree better with the ordinary mean¬ 
ing (sec Heb. xii. 5, and xiii. 22; also 
Ileb. iv. 14) than the A. V. 

9 Ph. cx. 4, quoted above, v. 6 and 
v. 10 , and three times in the next 
chapter. 

1( * The following passage cannot be 
rightly understood, unless we bear in 
mind throughout that Melchisedec is 
here spoRen of, not as an historical 
- " Christ. 
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ticui Piis first, by interpretation, King of Righteousness, 1 
ctcrnafdura- and secondly king of Salem, 2 which is King of Peace 
' u O iy 0ndcBl ' —without father, without mother, without tabic ofvii. 3 
descent 3 —having 4 neither beginning of days nor 
end of life, but made like unto the Son of God— 
remaineth a priest for ever. 

Now consider how groat this man was, to whom 4 
even Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth of the 
choicest 5 spoil. And truly those among the sons of5 
Levi who receive the office of the priesthood, have a 
commandment to take tithes according to the Law 
from the People, that is, from their brethren, though 
they come out of the loins of Abraham. But he, 6 
whose descent is not counted from them, taketh 
tithes from Abraham, and blessetli 6 the possessor of 
the promises. Now without all contradiction, the 7 
less is blessed by the greater. 7 And hero, tithes are 8 
received by men that die; but there, by him of9 
whom it is testified 8 that he livetli. And Levi also, 
the receiver of tithes, hath paid tithes (so to speak) 
by 9 Abraham; for he was yet in the loins of his 10 
father when Melchisedec met him. 

Now if all things 10 were perfected by the Lewitical ll 
priesthood (since under it 11 the people hath received 
the Law), 12 what further need was there that another 
priest should rise ‘ after tfic artier of #ScTcl)ts'rtfrc’ and 
not be called ‘ after the order of Aaron ? ’ For the 12 
priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity 
a change also of the Law. 13 For lie 14 of whom these 13 
things are spoken belongeth to another tribe, of 
which no man giveth attendance 15 at the altar; it 14 


1 This is the translation of his He¬ 
brew name. 

2 Salem in Hebrew means peace. 

3 ‘Without table of descent.’ This 
explains the two preceding words ; the 
meaning is, that the priesthood of Mel¬ 
chisedec was not, like the Levitical 
priesthood, dependent on his descent, 
through his parents, from a particular 
family, but was a personal office. 

4 llerc, as in the previous ‘ without 
father’ and ‘without mother,’ the silence 
of {Scripture is interpreted allegorically. 
Scripture mentions neither the father 
nor mother, neither the birth nor death 
of Melchisedec. 

5 Such is the sense of the Word used 
here. 

6 The verbs are present-perfect. 

7 The same word as in i. 4. 


Yiz. testified in Ps. cx. 4. ‘Thou 
art a priest for ever .’ 

9 ‘ By* not * in ’ ( A. V.). 

10 The*‘enn here used, a word of very 
frequent occurrence and great signifi¬ 
cance in this Epistle, is not fully repre¬ 
sented by the English ‘ Perfection .’ 
The corresponding verb denotes, to bring 
a thing to the fulness of its designed deve¬ 
lopment. Comp. vii. 19, and note on ii.10. 

11 Under its conditions and ordi¬ 
nances. Compare viii. 6 . 

12 Such is the tense according to the 
reading of the best MSS. 

13 The word used (as often) without 
the article for the Law. Cf. note on 
Rom. iii. 20. 

14 Yiz. the Messiah, predicted in Ps. 
cx. 4. 

The verbs are present-perfect. 
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being evident that onr Lord hath arisen 1 out of 
Judah, of which tribe Moses spake nothing eoncern- 
vii. 15ing priesthood. And this is far more evident when 2 
another priest ariseth after the likeness of Melcliise- 

16 dec; who is made not under the law of a carnal com¬ 
mandment, but with the power of an imperishable 

17 life; for it is testified 3 of Him, ‘ Cljou art n print! 

18 jroaa aftrr tfjc ovtJrv of iHrldjttfrtirc.’ On flu- 

one hand, 4 * * an old eommand'Vnent is annulled, because 

19 it was weak and profitless (for the Law perfected ' 
nothing) ; and on the other hand, a better hope is 
brought in, whereby we draw near unto God. 

20 And inasmuch as this Priesthood hath the eon- 

21 Urination 6f an "oath—(for Those priests are made 
without an oath, but He with a»i oath, by Him that 

22 said unto Him, ‘ Cljc iloifi gliisi'C auh Unit not repent, 

©fjmt art a jmrtit far rtirr’*) — insomuch Jesus is 7 * 
surety of a bett er covenant. 

23 And they, indeed, are” many priests [one suc¬ 
ceeding to another’s office], because death hindcreth 

24 their continuance. Hut. He, because He reiuninoth lor 

25 ever, hath no successor in His priesthood. 9 Where¬ 
fore also He is able to save them to the uttermost, 
that conic unto God by Him, seeing He ever livoth 
to make intercession for them. 

26 For such an High Priest became us, who is holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate 10 from sinners, and 

27 ascended above the heavens. Who ncedeth not daily," 


1 Hath arisen. Compare the passage 
of Isaiah quoted Matt. iv. 10. 

2 If here meaning if, ns is the case. 

3 the best MSS. have the passive. 

* The particles in the Greek express 
this contrast. The overlooking of this 
caused the error in the A. V. 

* Compare note i verse 1 ^ 

« In this quotation (again repeated) 
from Ps. ex. 4, the woids ‘after the 
order of Melchisedec ’ are not found 
here, in the best MSS. 

7 Not ‘was made’ (A. V.), but has 
become or is. , 

h sire, or have become , not ‘ were 
(A. V.) ; an important mistranslation, 
as the present tense shows that the 
Levitieal Priesthood was still enduring 
while this Epistle was written. 

<J Not passing on to another. 

10 This seems to refer to the separa¬ 
tion from all contact with the unclean, 
which was required of the High Priest; 
who (according to the Talmud) ah' 


stained from intercourse even with his 
own family, for seven days before the 
day of Atonement. 

ii This *daily ’ has occasioned much 
perplexity, for tlie Hipli Priest only 
offered the Mil-offerings here referred 
to once a year, on the flay of Atone¬ 
ment. (Le\ if. xvi. and hxod. xxx. 
7-10.) We mist either suppose (with 
Tholuck) that it is used for perpetually, 
i.e. year after vear; or we must sup¬ 
pose a reference to the High Priest as 
taking part in the occasional sacrifices 
made by all the Piiests, for sins of ig¬ 
norance (Levit. iv.); or we must sup¬ 
pose that the regular acts of the Iric-t- 
liood an* attrihiitf d to the High Priest*', 
as representatives and hea<ls of the 
whole order ; or finally, we must take 
‘ High Priests,’ as at Matt. ii. 4. Acts v. 
21 , and (»tber places, for the heads of 
the twenty-four classes into which the 
Priests were divided, wlio officiated in 
turn- This latter view is perhaps the 
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as those High Priests, 1 to offer up sacrifice, first 
for His own sins and then for the People’s; for this 
He did once, when He offered up Himself. Forvii. 28 
the Law maketh men High Priests, who have in¬ 
firmity ; but the word of the oath which was since 
the Law, 2 maketh the Son, who is consecrated 3 for 
evermore. 

Tin- Mosaic Now this is the sum of our words. 4 We have such viii. 1 
'/vm'iiTe. 1 i\ier- an High Priest, who hath 'sat down on the right hand 
Biu-rittces, was of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; a 2 
“im'.iowofthc minister of the sanctuary, 3 and of the true taber- 
!!>ntfandVhe nacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man. For 3 
numei'ncnt, of every High Priest is ordained c to offer gifts and sac- 
,J " ! ” ritiers ; wherefore this High Priest also must have 
somewhat 7 to offer. Now 8 if He were on earth, He 4 
would not be a Priest at all, 9 since the Priests are , 
they that make the offerings according to the Law ; 10 
who minister to that which is a figure 11 and shadow 5 
of heavenly things, as Moses is admonished 12 by God, 
when he is about to make the tabernacle; for ‘ gpet,’ 
saitli He, ‘ tfjat tfjou mafic all ffpugst actnrtriug to tf)r 
pattern gtjDfcorti tljcc tit tljc mount.’ 13 But now He 6 
hath obtained a higher ministry, by so much as He 
is the mediator 14 of a better covenant, which is 
enacted 15 under better promises. 

For if that first covenant were faultless, no place “ 
would be sought 10 for a second ; whereas Ho findeth 8 
fault, 17 and saith unto them, ‘ JJrl)oV0, tfic tlaiiiS rnmc, 

Baith tljc fi.orO, toficu I totll atromplitfi 18 for tljc tjoufic 


most natural. The Priests sacrificed a 
lamb every morning and evening, and 
offered an offering of flour and wine be¬ 
sides. Philo regards the lambs as 
offered bv the Priests for the people , 
and the flour for themselves, lie also 
says the High Priest offered prayers 
and sacrifices every day. 

1 Literally, the [ordinary ] High 
Priests. 

2 Viz. the oath in Ps. cx. 4, so often 
referred to in this Epistle. 

3 Compare ii. 10. 

4 Literally, the things which are being 
spoken. 

5 Sanctuary. Compare ix. 12, Holy 
jP/ace,where the Greek word is the same. 

6 The same thing is said v. 1 . 

7 What the sacrifice was is not said 
here, but had been just before men¬ 
tioned, vii. 27. 

8 How (not /or) is according to the 
reading or the best MSS. 


9 * Not a Priest at all .’ The transla¬ 
tion in A. V. is hardly strong enough. 

10 Our Lord being of the tribe oi 
Judah, could not have been one of the 
Levitical Priesthood. So it was said 
before, vii. 14. 

11 Vis« the Temple ritual. 

12 Compare Acts x. 22, and Heb. 
xi. 7. 

13 Exod. xxv. 40 (LXX.). 

14 Moses was called by the Jews the 
Mediator of the Law. See Gal. iii. 
19, and note. 

15 Compare vii. 11, not ‘ was esta¬ 
blished ’ (A. V."), hut hath been or is. 

16 Here A. V. is not quite correct. 

• 17 ‘ Findeth fault ’ refers to the pre¬ 
ceding * faultless.’ The pronoun should 
be joined w ith ‘ saith.* 

18 Here another verb is substituted 
for that found in the LXX. The 
preposition denotes ‘for,’ not ‘with’ 
(A.V.). 
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of Israel aixtr for tfjc Ijous'c of 3lubafj a nr So tobcuant. ’ 

triii. 9 Jlut itfttirbmg ta tfjr rabcuaut Soljtcl) $ gabc 1 unto lljctr 
falljeni, tu tljc ban toijru £ tank tljrm in tlir Ijitnb to Irnb 
tf)rm out of tljc lanb of SFgnjjt ; because tljrn routmurb 
, not tu ntjj robrnant, aub I alsio turnrb mn fate from 

10 tfjem, Sattfj tfjc ILorb. .for tlji^ tljr robruant luljictj I 
toil! make unto tljc Ijousc of ftSrarl aftrr tljntfc bausf, 

Sattlj tfjr limb: 5 to til gibe 2 utn latoS unto tljctr mtitb, 
anb Sm ite tfjem upon tljctr Ijcartg; anb £ Sntll br to tljrm 

11 a (Sob, aub tijej) atjall br to me a people. 5lub tljen iljall 
not tcacT) rbrrij man ijis neighbour 3 anb rbrrn man Ijtd 
brcilljcr, taping, fituoto tljc flarb; for all sijall bnoSo me, 

12 from tljc least unto tljc greatest, .for £ Soill be mrrriful 
to tljctr unrigfjtrouSucSS, aub tljctr SinS anb tljctr tutqut* 

13 ties Sotll £ remember no more.’ 4 * In that Ho saiili 
‘ a neSo cobenant,’ Ho hath made the first old ; and 
that which is old •’ and stricken in years, is ready to 
vanish away. 

ix. 1 Now the tir.st covenant also had ordinances of 

2 worship, and its Holy Place was in this world. 6 For 
a tabernacle was made [in two portions]; the tir.st 
(wherein was the candlestick, 7 and the table, 8 and 
the sltewbread), 9 which is called the 10 sanctuary; 

3 and, behind the second veil, the tabernacle called the 

4 Holy of Holies, having the golden altar of incense," 
and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about 

1 It must bo remembered that the M Exod. xxv. 23, and xxxvii. 10 . 

Greek word does not (like the English * J Exod. xxv. 30, amtLevit. xxiv. 5. 

covenant') imply reciprocity. It pro- 10 See the note on ix. 21. 

perly means a legal disposition, and 11 * Altar of incense.’ This has given 

would perhaps be better translated rise to much perplexity. According to 

dispensation here. A covenant be- Exod. xxx. 6 , the Incense-altar was 
tween two parties is expressed by a notin the Hoi j r of Ilolie-, but on the 
different term. The new dispensation outer side of the veil which separated 
is a gift from God, rather than a cove- the Holy of Holies fiom the rest of the 
mint between God aiyl man (see Gal. Tabernacle. Several methods of evad- 
iii. 15-20). Hence perhaps tlffc other ing the dillioulty have been suggested : 
alteration of verb here, as well as that amongst others, to translate the word 
mentioned in the preceding note. by censer, and understand it of the 

2 * Give,* not ‘put' (A. V.). censer which the High Piiest brought 

3 The best MSS. read citizen instead into the Holy of Holies once a year; 

of neigfdtour, which does not, however, but this was not kept in thy Holy ot 
alter the sense. Holies. Moreover, the term is u-ed for 

4 Jer. xxxi. 31-34 (LXX. with the the Incense-altar by Philo and dose 

above-mentioned variations). plius. The. best explanation of the 

, 5 The lirst refers to time ( growing discrepancy is to consider that the In- 

out of date), the second to the weak - eense-altar, though not within the Holy 
ness of old age. of Holies, was closely connected there- 

6 * The sanctuary,’ not ‘ A sanctuary ’ with, and was sprinkled on the day ol 

(A. V.), and observe t K e order of the Atonement with the same blood with 
words, showing that * in this world’ is which the- High Priest made atonement 
the predicate. in the Holy of Holies. ^ See Exod. 

7 JExod. xxv. 31, and xxxvii. 17. xxx. G-10, and Levit. xvi. 11, &c. 

3 i 
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with gold, 1 wherein 2 was the golden pot 3 that had 
the manna, and Aaron’s rod 4 that budded, and the 
tables 5 of the covenant; and over it the cherubims 6 ix. 
of glory shadowing the Mercy-seat. 7 Whereof we 
cannot now speak particularly. Now these things 6 
being thus ordered, unto the first tabernacle the 
priests go 8 in continually, accomplishing the offices 0 
of their worship. But into the second goeth the 7 
High Priest alone, once a year, not without blood, 
which he offereth for himself and for the errors 10 of 
the people. Whereby the Holy Spirit signifieth that 8 
the way into the Holy Place is not yet made fully 
manifest 11 while still the outer 12 tabernacle standetli. 


1 Exod. xxv. 11. 

2 Here we have another difficulty; 
for the pot of manna and Aaron’s rod 
were not kept in the Ark, in Solomon’s 
time, when it contained nothing blit 
the tables of the Law. See 1 Kings 
viii. 9, 2 Chron. v. 10. It is, however, 
probabta* that these were originally 
kept in the Ark. .Compare Exod. xvi. 
33, and Numbers xvii. 10 , where they 
are directed to be laid up * before the 
Ford,' and ‘ before the testimony ’ [i.e. 
the tables of the Law], which indicates, 
at least, a close juxtaposition to the 
Ark. More generally, we should ob¬ 
serve that the intention of the present 
passage is not to 'give us a minute and 
accurate description of the furniture of 
the Tabernacle, but to allude to it rhe¬ 
torically ; the only point insisted upon 
in the application of the description 
(see v. 8 ), is the symbolical character 
of the lloly of Holies Hence the 
extreme anxiety of commentators to 
explain away every minute inaccuracy 
is superfluous. 

3 Exod. xvi. 32, &e. 

4 Numbers xvii. 10. 

6 Exod. xxv. 10. 

6 Exod. xxv. 18. 

7 Exod. xxv. 17. This is the word 
used in the LXX. for Mercy-scat. 

8 The writer of the Epistle here 
appears to speak as if the Tabernacle 
were still standing. Commentators 
have here again found or made a diffi¬ 
culty, because the Temple of Herod 
was in many respects different from the 
Tabernacle, and especially because its 
Holy of Holies did not contain either 
the Ark, the Tables of the Law. the 
Cherubim, or the Mercy-seat (all which 
had been burnt bv Nebuchadnezzar 
with Solomon’s Temple), but was 


empty. See above, p. 581. Of course, 
however, there was no danger that the 
original readers of this Epistle should 
imagine that its writer spoke of the 
Tabernacle as still standing, or that 
lie was ignorant of the loss of its most 
precious contents. Manifestly he is 
speaking of the Sanctuary (f the First 
Covenant (see ix. 1) as originally de¬ 
signed. And he goes on to speak of 
the existing Temple-worship as the 
con tinuation of the Tabernacle-worship, 
which, in all essential points, it was. 
The translators of the Authorised Ver¬ 
sion (perhaps in consequence of this 
difficulty) have mistranslated many 
verbs in the following passage, which 
are in the present tense, as though they 
were in the past tense. Thus we have 
* went,' * offered ’ 1 were offered ‘ they 
offered ’ (x. 1 ), <fec. The English reader 
is thus led to suppose that the Epistle 
was "nn ritten after the cessation of the 
Temple-worship. 

w Plural, not singular, as in A. V. 

10 ‘ Errors.* Compare v. 2 , and the 
note. 

11 C\n the mistranslation in A. V. sec 
note 8 iibove. It may be asked, how 
could it be said, after Christ’s ascension, 
that the way into the Holy Place was 
not made fully manifest ? The expla¬ 
nation is, that while the Temple-wor¬ 
ship, with its exclusion of all hut the 
High Priest from the Holy of Holies, 
still existed, the way of salvation 
would not be fully manifest to those 
who adhered to the outward and typical *" 
observances, instead of being thereby 
led to the Antitype. 

12 i.e. while the inner is separate 
from the outer tabernacle. That * first ’ 
has this meaning here is evident uum 
ix. 2. 
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• 9 But it is a figure for the present time, 1 under 2 
which gifts and sacrifices arc offered that cannot 
perfect the purpose of the worshipper, according to 

10 the conscience ; 3 being carnal ordinances, command¬ 
ing meats and drinks, and diverse washings, imposed 
until a time of reformation. 4 * * 

11 But when Christ appeared, as High Priest of the 
good things to come, He passed through the greater 
and more perfect tabernacle f> not made with hands 

12 (that is, not of man’s building), 0 and entered, not by 
the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood, 
once for all into the Holy Place, having obtained an 

13everlasting redemption. 7 * * Per if the blood of bulls 
and goats,.and tlie ashes of an heifer” sprinkling the 
unclean, sanctifieth to the purification of the flesh; 

14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit, ottered Himself without 
spot to God, purify our ,J conscience from dead works, 
that we may worship the living God. 

15 And for this cause He is the mediator of a now 
testament; that when death had 10 made redemption 
for the transgressions under the first testament, 11 they 
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1 Th^ A. V. here interpolates ‘ then ’ 
in order to make this correspond with 
the mistranslated tenses alieady re¬ 
ferred to. 

2 According to which figure. This 
follows the reading of the best MSS., 
and adopted by Griesbach, Laehmann, 
and Tischendorf’s tirst. edition ; it suits 
the preposition better than the other 
reading, to which TLchemlorf has re- 
t ”\.od in his second edition. 

3 Perfect the worshipper uvcoiding 
to the conscience. This is explained 
x. 2, as equivalent to ‘ the worshippers, 
once purified, would have had no more 
conscience of sin.’ '£he meaning lieie 
is to bring him to the accompli iffi meat of 
the end of his worship , viz. remission of 
sins. It is not adequately represented 
by to make perfect , as wc have before re¬ 
marked ; to consummate would be again 
the best translation, if it were less 
up usual. 

4 The reading of this verse is very 

doubtful. Tischendorf in his second edi¬ 
tion returns to the reading of the T. K., 

which is also defended by De Wctte. 

But Griesbach and Laehmann adopt 

the other reading, which is followed 

in our translation. The construction 

is literally, imjjosed with conditions of 

meats, &c., until a time of reformation . 


This greater tabernacle is the visi¬ 
ble heavens, which are here regardedafl 
the outer sanctuary. 

Literally, this building. This pa¬ 
renthesis has very much the appearance 
of having been originally a marginal 
gloss upon the preceding phrase. 

7 There is nothing in the. Greek 
corresponding to the words for us * 

(A. V.). 

M The uncleanness contracted by 
touching a corpse, \\as purified by 
sprinkling the unclean person with the 
watet of sjtrink/ing, which was made 
with the ashes of a red heifer. See 
Numbers xix. (LXX.). 

‘Our’ (not*\our’) is the reading 
of the best MSS. 

10 Literally, after death had occurred 
for the redemption of Ac.. The Words 
must be thus taken together. 

h The Authorised Version is correct, 
in translating testament in this passage. 
The attempts which have been made 
to avoid this meaning arc irreconcilable 
with any nat* ral explanation of tes¬ 
tator. The simple and obvious trans¬ 
lation should not be departed from, 
in order to,avoid a difficulty ; ant! the 
difficulty vanishes when we consider 
the rhetorical character of the Epistle* 
The statement in this verse ii not 
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that are called might receive the promise of the 
eternal inheritance. For where a testament is, theix. 
death of the testator must be declared; 1 because a 17 
testament is made valid by death, for it hath no force 
at all during the lifetime of the testator. 

Wherefore 2 the first testament also hath its dedi- 18 
cation 3 not without blood. For when Moses had 19 
spoken to all the people every precept according to 
the Law, he took 4 the blood of the calves and goats, 
with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled 
both the book itself 8 and all the people, saying, * Srfitg -<* 
ttf ttjc fffoob of tljc testament toljidj <Sott Ijatl) rnjotnrtr 
unto Jimt.’ 6 Moreover he sprinkled with Wood the 21 
tabernacle 7 also, and all the vessels of the ministry, 
in like manner. And according to the Law, almost 22 
all things are purified with blood, and without shed- „ 
ding of blood is no remission. It was, therefore, 23 
nocessary that the patterns of heavenly things should 
thus be purified, but the heavenly things themselves 
with better sacrifices than these. For Christ entered 24 
not into the sanctuary 8 made with hands, which is a 
figure of the true, but into heaven itself, now to ap¬ 
pear in the presence of God for us. Nor yet that 25 
Ho should offer Himself often, as the High Priest 
entereth the sanctuary every year with blood of 
others; for then must He often have suffered since 26 
the foundation of the world : but now once, in the end 9 


meant as a logical argument,but as a rhe¬ 
torical illustration, which is suggested 
to the writer by the ambiguit}’ of the 
word for * testament ’ or ‘ covenant.’ 

1 Declared is omitted in A. V. The 
legal nuixim is the same as that of 
English Law, Nemo est lucres vi cent is. 

* This ‘ wherefore ’ does not refer to 
the preceding' illustration concerning 
the death of the testator but to the 
reasoning from which that was only a 
momentary digression. Compare v. 18 
with ver. 12-14. 

3 The verb means to dedicate in the 
sense of to inaugurate ; c.f. Heb. x. 20 ; 
so the feast commemorating the opening 
or inauguration of the Temple by Judas 
Maceabieus (after its pollution by An- 
tioclius Epiphanes) was called ‘ the 
dedication.’' (John x. 22.) 

4 See Exod. xxiv. 3-8. The sacri¬ 
fice of goats (besides the cattle) and 
the sprinkling of the book are not in 
the Mosaic accbunt. It should be re¬ 
membered that the Old Testament is 


usually referred to memvriter by the 
writers of the New’ Testament. More¬ 
over, the advocates of verbal inspiration 
would be justified in maintaining that 
these circumstances actually occurred, 
though thev are not mentioned in the 
books of Moses. See, however, p. 140, 
n. 2 . 

Itself is omitted in A. V. 

9 Exod. xxiv. 8 (LXX., but with a 
change of verb). 

7 Apparently referring to Levit. viii., 
ver. 19, 24, and 30. 

8 Not i thc holy places' (A. Y.) but 
the holy place or sanctuary. Compare 
viii. 2, ix. 2, 25, xiii. 11. It is without 
the article here, as is often the case with 
words similarly used. 

9 ‘The end of the ages’ means the 
termination of the period preceding 
Christ’s coming. 1 1 is a phrase frequent 
in St. Matthew, with ‘age,’ instead of 
‘ages,’ but not occurring elsewhere. 
The A. Y. translates two different terms 
here by the same word, * world.’ 
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ix. 27 of the ages, hath He appeared, 1 to do away sin by 
the sacrifice of Himselt. 2 And as it is appointed 
unto men once to die, hut after this the judgment, so 
Christ was once offered * to brat tfic SinS of many,’ » 

:. and unto them that look for Him shall He appear a 
second time, without sin,' 1 4 5 * unto salvation, 
x. 1 For the Law having a shadow of the r ' good things 
to come, and not the very image of the reality, 0 

2 by the unchanging sacrifices which year by year 
they offer continually, 7 can never perfect H the pur¬ 
pose of the offerers. 1 9 ’ For then, would they not 
have ceased to be offered ? because the worshippers, 
once purified, v^ould have had no more conscience 

3 of sins. lint in these sacrifice^ there is a remom- 

4 branee of sins made every year, for it is not possible 
that the blood of bulls and goats should take away 

5 sins. Wherefore, when He corneth into the world, Ho 
saith ‘ jgiiicrtfirr and offering tljou toouIdrSt not, but a 

Cbotty fyn&t tfiau prepared me. 10 * In burnt-offeringS anti 

7 tfacrtfirek for Sin tljau bast Ijati no plradiur. Cbm tfaid 
I, llo, I tome (in tljc bolutnr of tbr boob it is im itlrn of 

8 me) to So tbl* toil!, <15 <0oft.’ 11 When He had said bo- 
fore, 5 >acrifirr and offering; antr burnt-offruugrf an® 
tSacrtfireS for Sin tbow toourdefff not, neither Ijndrit 
pleasure tbertiu’ (which are offered under the Law) ; 

9‘Cbcn' (saith 13 He), ‘ JLo, I rotnr to do tbl? butlT, <D 
<S»od.’ He taketh away the first, 10 that he may estli- 

10 blish the second. And in " that ‘ toill ’ we are sancti¬ 
fied, by the offering of the ‘ body ’ 15 of Jesus Christ, 
once for all. 
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1 Literally, 7/e hath been made mani¬ 
fest to the. sight of men. 

2 The A. V. is retained here, being 
justified by offered JJimseff v. 1 1. 

3 Isaiah liu. 12 (IJXX.), If* bate the 
sins of many. 

4 'f'holuck compares separate from 
sinners (vii. 20). The thought, is the 
same as Rom. vi. 10. 

5 The definite article is omitted in A.V. 

u The real things. 

7 The same is omitted in A. V. 

8 Compare ix. 0, and note. The 
‘ perfection ’ of the worshippers was 
entire purification from sin ; this they 
could not attain under the Law, as was 
manifest by the perpetual iteration of the 
self-same sacrifices, required of them. 

9 Literally, those who come to offer. 

10 In the Hebrew original the’ words 

*re «thou hast opened [or pierced ] my 


ears.’' The LX X. (which is here quoted) 
translates this ‘ a body hast thou pre¬ 
pared me' IVrliaps the reading of the 
Hebrew may formerly have been differ¬ 
ent from vviiat it now is; or perhaps 
the body may have been an error for 
ear , which is the reading of some MSS. 

11 I's. xl. 0-8 (LXX. with some 
slight variations). 

12 Not ‘ said lie ’ (A. V.), but He 
hath said, or saith Jfe. 

13 The first , viz. the .sacrifices ; the. 
second , viz. the will of God. 

14 In the will of God, Christians are 
already sanctified as well as justified , 
and even glorified (see Rom. viii. «W) ; 
i.e. God wills their sanetifieation, ami 
has done \lis part to ensure it. 

ir > ‘ Jiodyj alluding to the 1 tody hast 
thou prepared me,’ of the above quota¬ 
tion. 
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And every priest 1 2 standeth daily ministering, and x. 11 
offering oftentimes the same sacrifices which can 
never take away sins. But HE, after He had offered 12 
one sacrifice for sins, for ever sat down on the right 
hand of God; from henceforth expecting ‘till fitS 13 
enemies! he matfe fits* footstool.’ 2 For by one offering 14 
He hath perfected 3 4 5 for ever the purification of them 
whom He sanctifieth. Whereof the Holy Spirit also is 15 
a witness to us. For after He had said before, ‘ t'lf 1 G 
tfjr robrnant tfjat I hull mafce tottlj tfjem after tfjnsir 
tfanS, Sflitl) tfie JLorB; £ to til stbc inj» UntoS upon tljrir 
fjearfS, auB tortte them upon tfirtr mtiiBsf,’ 4 He saith 17 
also ‘ Jfljetr fitinS auB Jfjetr iniquities to til £ remember no 
more.’ s Now where remission of these is, there is 
no more offering for sin. 


Renewed Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter the 19 
iisumTuipo- holy place through the blood of Jesus, 6 by a new and 20 
stno, living way which He hath opened 7 for us, through 

the veil (that is to say, His flesh) ; 8 and having an 21 
High Priest 9 * over the house of God ; let us draw 22 
neat' with a true heart, in full assurance of faith ; as 
our hearts have been ‘ ^jiitiiftlrt ’ 10 from the stein of 
an evil conscience, and our bodies have been washed 
with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of 23 
our hope," without wavering, for faithful is He that 
gave the promise. And let us consider the example 12 24 


1 The MSS. are divided between 
‘Priest’ and ‘ High Priestif the latter 
reading be correct, the same explanation 
must be given as in the note on vii. 27. 

2 Ps. cx. 1 (LXX.), quoted above, i. 
13. (See note there.) 

3 Literally, He hath consummated 
them that are. being sanctified. The verb 
to perfect does not, by itself, represent 
tlie original word. See notes on x. 1, 
ix. 10, and ii. 10. We should also ob¬ 
serve, that ‘being sanctified’ is not 
equivalent to ‘having been sanctified.’ 

4 Jer. xxxi. 31 (LXX.). The part 
of the quotation here omitted is given 
above, viii. 10-12. It. appears, from 
the slight variations between the present 
quotation and the quotation of the same 
passage in chapter viii., that the writer 
is quoting from memory. 

5 Jer. xxxi. 34 (LXX.), being the 

conclusion of the passage quoted before, 

viii. 12. The omission of ‘He saith’ 

with the ‘and’ which loins the two 

detached portions of the quotation, 

though abrupt, is not unexampled; 


compare 1 Tim. v. 18. 

® Compare ix. 25. 

7 See note on ix. 18. 

8 The meaning of this is, that the 
flesh (or manhood) of Christ w r as a veil 
which hid Ilis true nature; this veil He 
rent, when lie gave up His body to 
dentil: and through Ilis incarnation, 
thus revealed undtr its true aspect, we 
must pass, if we would enter into the 
presence of God. We can have no real 
knowledge of God but through His 
incarnation. 

9 Literally,‘Great Priest.’ The same 
expression is used for High Priest by 
Philo and LXX. 

10 ‘ Sprinkled ’ (alluding to ix.18 and 
21), viz. with the blood of Christ ; com¬ 
pare ‘ blood of sprinkling,’ xii. 24. Ob¬ 
serve the force of the perfect participle 
in this and ‘ washed ; ’ both referring 
to accomplished facts. See x. 2. 

11 ‘ Hope * not 'faith.' (A. V.) 

12 This is Chrysostom’s interpreta¬ 
tion, which agrees with the use of the 
verb, iii. 1. 
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one of another, that, we may be provoked unto love 
t, 25 and to good works. Let us not forsake the assem¬ 
bling 1 of ourselves together, as the custom of some 
is, but let ns exhort one another; and so much the 

26 more, as ye see The Day approaching. 2 For if we 
sin wilfully, 3 after wo have received the knowledge 4 

27 of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for 
sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment, 
and « a turatfjfut fur tljat Shalt tirtinur tlje atfiirrftirtrtf.’ 5 

28 He that hath despised the Law of Moses diefli 11 with¬ 
out mercy, upon the testimony of two or three wit- 

29 nesses. Of how much sorer punishment, suppose 
ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot."the Lon of God, and hath counted the 
blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, 

• an unholy tiling, and hath done despite unto the 

‘ 30 Spirit of Grace. For we know Him that hath said, 

‘ ©enqrauer M minr, £ hull repay. Salt!) H)f Haiti; ’ 7 and 

31 again, • Cljr HorS Shall jubjje $}tS people.’ 8 It. is a 
fearful tiling to fall into the hands of the living 
God. 9 


1 It was very natural lhat the more 
timid members of the Church should 
shrink (from frequenting the assembly 
of the congregation for worship, in a 
time of persecution. 

2 ‘The Day’ of Christ’s coming was 
seen approaching at this time by the 
threatening prelude of the great Jewish 
war, wherein He came to judge that 
nation 

a ‘ Wilfully.’ This is opposed to the 
‘if a man sin not wilfully’ (Levit. iv. 
2, LXX.), the involuntary sins for which 
provision was made under the Law. 
The particular sin here spoken of is 
that of apostasy from the Christian 
faith , to which these Hebrew Christians 
were particularly tempted. # See the 
whole of this passage from x. 20 to 
xii. 20. 

4 ‘Knowledge.* Compare Rom. x. 2, 
Phil. i. 0, &c. 

Isa. xxvi. 11. Quoted generally from 
the LXX. Those who look for this 
quotation in A. V. will be disappointed, 
for the A. V., the Hebrew, and the 
LXX., all differ. 

6 The present , translated as past in 
A. V. The reference is to Deut. xvii. 
2-7, which prescribes that an idolater 
should be put to death on the testimony 
of two or three witnesses. The writer 
of the Epistle does not mean that idola¬ 
try was actually thus punished at the 


time he wrote (for though the Sanhedrin 
was allowed to judge charges of a 
religious nature, they could not inflict 
death without permission of the Roman 
Procurator, which would probably have 
been refused, except under very pecu¬ 
liar circumstances, to an enforcement of 
this part of the Law) ; but he speaks of 
the punishment prescribed by the Law. 

7 l)cut. xxxn. :3. r >. This (imitation 
is not exactly according to LXX. or 
Hebrew, hut w exactly in the words in 
which it is quoted by St. Paul, Rom. 
xii. !‘J. 

H Deut. xxxii. 30 (LXX.). 

» The preceding passage (from v. 20) 
and the similar passage, vi. 1-0, have 
proved perplexing to many renders; 
and were such a stumbling-block to 
Luther, that they caused him even to 
deny the canonical authority of the 
Epistle Yet neither passage asserts 
the imiutssihUity of an apostates re¬ 
pentance. What is said amounts to 
this—that for the conversion of a de¬ 
liberate apostate, Hod lias (according 
to the ordinary laws of His working) 
no further means in store than those 
which have been already tried in vain. 
It should be remembered, ahu>, tI,at 
the partits addressed arc not those who 
had already apostatised, but those who 
were in danger of so doing, and who 
needed the most earnest warning. 
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'tofi not 1 * 'tofet call to remembrance the former days, in which, x. 32 

faith'be con- after ye were illuminated, ye endured 1 a great fight 
quered byfear. ^ afflictions; for not only were ye taade a gazing-33 
stock by reproaches and tribulations, but ye took 
part also in the sufferings of others who bore the 
like. For ye showed compassion to the prisoners , -2 34 
and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing 
that ye have 3 in heaven a better and an enduring 
substance. Cast not a\Vay, therefore, your confi- 35 
dence, which hath great recompense of reward. For 36 
ye have need of stedfastness, that after ye have done 
the will of God, ye may receive the promise. For 37 
yet a little while and ‘ ©c ttjat comrtfj shall fie tome, 
an® Shall not tarry .’ 4 Now ‘ JJn faith' ttjall !lje 38 
rljljtroutf Ttbe; ’ 5 and ‘ if he 6 brain fiaefe through fear, 
my Soul hath no pleasure tu him .’ 7 But we are not 39 , 
men of fear unto perdition, but of faith unto sal¬ 
vation . 8 

f'thitpJSJ? Now faith is the substance 9 of things hoped for, xi. 1 
ciSbiSmen *-bfi evidence of things not seen. For therein the 2 
thffwftovi- e W 0rs obtained a good report . 10 

visible’ thi " es By faith we understand that the universe 11 is 3 
framed 12 by the word of God, so that the world 
which we behold 13 springs not from things that can 
be seen. 

hilSSSuiy” % f a, Bi Abel offered unto God a more excellent 4 
exemplified, sacrifice than Cain, whereby he obtained testimony 


1 If this Epistle was addressed to 
the Church of Jerusalem, the afflictions 
referred to would be the persecutions 
of the Sanhedrin (when Stephen was 
killed), of Ilerod Agrippa when James 
the Greater was put to death), and 
again the more recent outbreak of 
Ananus, when James the Less was 
slain. But sec the preceding remarks, 
p. 785. 

! 1 The bondsmen ’ (not 1 my bonds ’) 
is the reading of all the best MSS. 

3 Not ‘ knowing in yourselves ’ (A. 
V.). The reading of the best MSS., 
is, that ye have yourselves, or for your¬ 
selves, i.e. as your oton. 

4 Habak. ii. 3 (LXX.). Not fully 
translated in A. V. 

5 Habak. ii. 4 (LXX), quoted also 
Bom. i. 17 and Gal. iii. 11. 

6 The 'any man’ of A. V. ig not in 

the Greek. The Greek verb is’exactly 

the English flinch, 

1 Habak. - ii. 4 (LXX). But this 


passage in the original precedes the last 
quotation, which it here follows. 

8 Properly gammy of the soul, and 
thus equivalent to salvation. 

0 For the meaning of this word, see 
note on iii. 14. 

10 ‘Obtained a good report,’ cf. Acts 
vi. 3. This verse h explained by the 
remaindefof the chapter. The faith of 
the Patriarchs was a type of Christian 
faith, because it was fixed upon a future 
and unseen good. 

11 ‘ The worlds: ’ so i. 2. 

12 Observe that the tenses are perfects, 
not aorists. 

13 The best MSS. have the participle 
in the singular. The doctrine nega¬ 
tived is that which teaches that each 
successive condition of the universe is 
generated from a preceding condition 
(as the plant from the seed) by a mere 
material development, which had no 
beginning in a Creator’s will. 
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that he was righteous, for God testified 1 unto his 
gifts j and by it he being dead yet speaketh. 2 
xi. 5 By faith Enoch was translated, that he should not 
see death, and ‘ Jje to,it! not fount!, bemuse (Sob Irani* 

, latrtJ Ijtm.’ 3 For before his translation he had this 

6 testimony, that ‘ be plcaieh ®ot!; ’ 1 but without faith 
it is impossible to please Him ; for whosoever comoth 
unto God must have faith 9 .that God is, and that Ho 
rewardeth them that diligently seek Him. 

7 By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning 
things not seen as yet, through fear of God fi pre¬ 
pared an ark, to the saving of his house. Whereby 
he condemned the world and becamo heir of the 
righteousness of faith 

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, 7 obeyed 
■ t the command to go forth into a place 8 which he 

should afterward receive for an inheritance ; and ho 

9 went forth, not knowing whither he went. By faith 
he sojourned in the land of promise as in a strange 
country, dwelling in tents, with Isaac and Jacob, the 

10 heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked 
for the city which hath sure 9 foundations, whoso 
builder and maker is God. 

11 By faith also Sarah herself received power to con¬ 
ceive seed, even when 10 she was past age, because she 

12judged Him faithful who had promised. Therefore 
4 sprang there of one, and him as good ns dead, • ga 
mang arf tfjc rftanl of tfjr *>iut in multitufcr,’ 11 and as*tho 
sand which is by the sea-shore 12 innumerable. 

13 These all died in faith, not having received the pro¬ 
mises, but having seen them afar off, and embraced 
them, 13 and confessed that they were strangers and 

14 pilgrims upon earth. For they that say such things, 

15 declare plainly tjiat thej seek a country. And truly 
if they speak 14 of that country from whence they 


■ Gen. iv. 4. The Jewish tradition 
was, that fire from heaven consumed 
Abel's offering. 

* This has been supposed (compare 
xii. 24) to refer to Gen. iv. 10, but it 
may be taken more generally. 

3 Gen. v. 24 (LXX.). 

X 4 Ibid. 

6 Without faith—must have faith. 
The original has this verbal connection. 

6 Compare Heb. v. 7. 

7 If we follow some of the best MSS., 
the translation will be * He thut was 
called Abraham [ instead of Abram~\. t 

8 Some of the best MSS. read * place ’ 


without tiie article. 

Cf. xii. 2H. 

iu Was delivered is not in the best 
MSS. 

11 Exod. xxxii. 13 ^LXX.). 

12 The same comparison is found Isa. 
x. 22, quoted Horn. ix. 27. 

13 Persuaded is an interpolation not 
found in the best MSS. it was origi- 
nallv a marginal gloss on embraced. 
The lntter avord cannot be adequately 
translated in English, so as to retain 
the full beauty of the metaphor. 

ii Speak. The verb is the same in 
v. 22. The meaning is, ‘ If, in calling 
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came forth, they might have opportunity to return ; 
but now they desire a better country, that is, an hea¬ 
venly. Wherefore God is not ashamed to be called xi. 16 
their God ; for He hath prepared for them a city. 

By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered 1 up 17 _ 
Isaac, and he that had believed 2 the promises offered 
up his only begotten son, though it was said unto 3 
him, * lu ISaac Shalt th» he callrtl; ’ 4 accounting 18, is 
that God was able to raise him up, even from the 
dead; from whence also (in a figure) he received 
him. 

By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau, concerning 20 

THINGS TO COME. 

By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed both 21 
the sons of Joseph; and ‘ He tomsibtpprtl, leaning upon 
the top of hi? Staff’ 5 <’ 

By faith Joseph, in the hour op his death, spake 6 22 
of the departing of the sons of Israel ; and gavo com¬ 
mandment Concerning his bones. 

By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three 28 
months by his parents, because ‘ then ?ah) that tl)C djil# 
tun? gnohlji; ’ 7 and they wei’o not afraid of the king’s 
commandment. . 

By faith Moses, hfijm fir toaS come to year?,’ 8 re- 24 
fused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the People 25 1 
of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a sea¬ 
son ; esteeming the reproach of Christ 9 greater riches 20 
than the treasures of Egypt; for he looked beyond 10 
unto the reward. 11 By faith he forsook 12 Egypt, not 27 


themselves strangers anil pilgrims, they 
refer to the fact of their having left 
their native land.’ In other words. If 
Christians regret the world which they 
have renounced, there is nothing to 
prevent their returning to its enjoy¬ 
ments. Here again we trace a reference 
to those who were tempted to aposta¬ 
tise. Such is the meaning of the im¬ 
perfect. 

1 laterally, hath offered. 

8 The word means more than 1 re¬ 
ceived.' (A. V.) His belief in the 
promises to his posterity enhanced the 
sacrifice which he made. 

3 • Unto ,’ not 'of.' (A. V.) ‘Unto 

whom’ is equivalent to ‘though unto 
him.’ 

4 Gen. xxi. 12 (LXX.), quoted also 
Bom. ix. 7. 

3 Gen. xlvii. 81 (LXX.). The pre¬ 


sent Hebrew text means not the top of 
his staff, but the head of his bed’, but 
the LXX. followed a different reading. 
The ‘faith’ of Jqpob consisted infixing 
his hopds upon future blessings,and wor¬ 
shipping God, even in the hour of death. 

0 Spake. See v. 15. Joseph’s‘faith’ 
relied on the promise that the seed of 
Abraham should return to the promised 
land. (Gen. xv. 16.) 

7 Exod. ii. 2 (LXX.). ‘They see¬ 
ing that he was goodly.’ The Hebrew 
speaks of his mother only. 

8 Exod. ii. 11 (LXX.)'. 

9 The reproacli of Christ’s people is 
here called the reproach of Christ. 
Compare Col. i. 24, and 2 Cor. i. 5; also 
see 1 Cor. x. 4. 

10 Literally, he looked away from that 
which was before his eyes. 

u Compare v. G. 18 See Exod. ii. 15. 
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fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as 
*i. 28 seeing Him who is invisible. By faith ho hath esta¬ 
blished 1 the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, 
that the destroyer of the first-born might not touch 
■ the children of Israel. 2 

29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea ns 
through dry land ; which the Egyptians tried to pass, 
and were swallowed up. • 

no By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they 
were compassed about for seven days. 

31 By faith the harlot Ralmb perished not with the 
disobedient, 3 because she had received the spies with 
peace. t . . 

32 And what shall I more say?,for the time would 
fail me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, of Samson 

‘ , and of Jephthae, of David, and Samuel, and the pro- 

33 phets ; who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought 
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths 

34 of lions, 4 5 quenched the violence of tire, 6 escaped the 
edge of the sword, out of weakness 0 were made 
strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the 

35 armies of the aliens. Women 7 received their dead 
raiseckto life again ; and others were tortured, 8 not 
accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a 

36 better 9 resurrection. Others also had trial of cruel 
mookings 10 and scourgings, with chains also and im- 

37 pi’isonment. They were stoned, 11 were sawn 12 asunder, 


1 Perfect. 

2 Them , i.e., the children of Israel. 

3 Not : them that believed not.' 
(A. V.) They had heard the miracles 
wrought in favour of the Israelites 
(Josh. ii. 10), and vet refused obedience. 

4 Referring to i)aniol. (Dan. vi. 17.) 

5 Referring to DanPiii. 27. # 

fl This and the two following clauses 
may be most naturally referred to the 
Maccabees. 

7 Referring to the widow of Sarepta 

1 Kings xvii.) and the Shunamite 

2 Kings iv.). 

8 This refers both to Eleazar (2 
Mace, vi.), and to the seven brothers, 
whose torture is described, 2 Macc. 
vii. The verb irvunavtaO^aav points 

especially to Eleazar, who was bound 
to the rvniravov, an instrument to which 
those who were to be tortured by 
scourging were bound. (2 Macc. vi. 

19.) The * not accepting deliverance’ 

refers to the mother of the seven 

brothers and her youngest son 


(2 Macc. vii.) 

'* Better , viz. than that, of those who 
(like the ShunainiteV son) were only 
raised to return to this life. This re% 
ference is plain in tin* (Ireek, hut can¬ 
not he rendered equally obvious in 
English, because we cannot translate 
the first araerraatux: in this verse l>y 
resurrection. 

10 Markings. Still referring to the 
seven brothers, concerning whose tor¬ 
ments this word is used. (2 Macc. 
vii. 7.) 

11 Zechariah, the son of .Tchoiudnh, 
was stoned. (2 Chron. xxiv. 2d.) Hut 
it is not necessary (nor indeed pos¬ 
sible) to fix each kind of death here 
mentioned on some person in the Old 
Testament. It is more probable that 
the Epistle here speaks of the general 
persecution* under Antioehus Epi- 
phanes. 

12 According to Jewish tradition this 
was the death of Isaiah ; but see the 
preceding note. 



814 


The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. [ch. 

were tempted, 1 were slain with the sword. They 
wandered about in sheep skins and goat skins, being 
destitute, afflicted, tormented. They wandered inxi.,i» 
deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of 
the earth ; of whom 2 the world was not worthy. 

And these all, having obtained a good report through 3 . 
faith, received not the promise ; God having provided 40 
some better thing for us,..that they, without us, should 
not bo made perfect. 3 
Exhortation Wherefore, seeing we are compassed about with so xii. 1 
iuch n oiam- great a cloud of witnesses, let us 4 also lay aside every 
follow .1 .'.ill weight, and the sin which clingeth closely round us, 5 
imilmiS and run with courage 6 the race that is set before us ; 
of »uihTi"B. i 00 pjng. onward 7 uiito Jesus, the forerunner 8 ancbthe 2 
finisher of our faith ; who for the joy that was set 
before Him, endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. Yea, consider Him that endured such contra- 3 
diction of sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied 
and faint in your minds. Ye have not yet resisted 4 
unto blood, 9 in your conflict against sin ; and ye have 5 
forgotten the exhortation which rcasoneth 10 with you 
as with sons, saying, ‘JHjj Smr, tfc^pGr not tfjdtt the 
clpuftcntucr of tljr ilmtr, nor faint tnfjrn tfjou art rchukrtt 
of jfjim. jfor Inborn tljr It orb lobe tlj ff)r cba^tcnrtb, milt o 


1 The Received Text is here re¬ 
tained; but. it ‘seems very probable 
that the reading should be (as has 
been conjectured), they were burned. 
This was the death of the seven 
brothers. 

2 Literally, they of whom the world 
was not worthy , wandering in deserts 
and in mountains , <fcc.; i.e. They, for 
whom all that the world could give 
would have been too little, had not 
even a home wherein to lay their 
head. 

3 Made perfect. See notes on ii. 10, 
vii. 11, ix. 9; literally, attain their 
consummation, including the attainment 
of the full maturity of their being , and 
the attainment of the full accomplish¬ 

ment of their faith ; which are indeed 
identical. They were not to attain 
this without ns, i.e. not until wc came 

to join them. 

* Let us, as they did. Th^ Agonistic 

metaphor here (see pp. 538, o39) would 

be more naturally addressed, to the 

Church of Alexandria than to that of 

Jerusalem. 


5 This word occurs nowhere else. 
Sin seems here to be described under 
the metaphor of a garment fitting 
closely to the limbs, which must be 
cast off. if the race is to be won. A 
garment would be called by the term 
in question, which fitted well all round. 

6 The original (as it has been before 
remarked) is not accurately represented 
by ‘ patience if means stedfast en~ 
durance, 1 or fortitude. 

t ‘ Looking onward.’ Comp. ‘ looked 
beyond ’ (xi. 20). 

8 Literally, foremost leader. Com¬ 
pare ii. 10. Compare also the similar 
phrase in vi. 20. 

9 If this Epistle was addressed to 
the Christians of Jerusalem, the writer 
speaks here only of the existing gene¬ 
ration ; for the Church of Jerusalem 
had ‘resisted unto blood’ formerly, 
in the persons of Stephen, James the 
Greater, and James the Less. But see 
introductory remarks, pp. 78(5, 787. 

10 This is the meaning of the Greek 
word. 
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di. 7 gcuurgrtf) rbcrn inn lufjam B}c rrcribrtlj.’ 1 If ye endure ’ 

chastisement, 2 God dealetli with you as with sons; 
for where is the son that is not chastened by his 

8 father ? but if ye be without chastisement, whereof 
all [God’s children] have been 3 partakers, then are 

9 ye bastards and not sons. Moreover, we were chas¬ 
tened 4 5 * by the fathers of our flesh, and pave them 
reverence; shall we not much rather submit our- 

10selves to the Father of our spirits, and live ? For 
they-, indeed, for a few days chastened us, after their 
own pleasure; but He for our profit, that we might, 

11 be partakers of His holiness. Now no chastisement 
for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous ; 
nevertheless afterward unto them that are exercised 
thereby, it yieldefli the fruit. ?>f righteousness in 
peace. 8 * 

12 Wherefore, ‘ JLttt up tip Ijaubsi tufjirlj Ijiutg JJoUm anti 

13 tljc treble ItnrrS) ’ ; 7 and ‘ make rbrn paths for near 
fret ; 8 that the halting limb be not lamed, 2 but rather 
healed. 

14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness without ^"'j“ ll|U 

16 which no man shall see the Lord. And look dili-any. 

gently le; t any' man fall 10 short of the grace of God ; 

* Irs't any root of InltrrnrSs jgyrtngmg up truublr you,’ 11 


1 Prov. iii. 11, 12. (LXX. nearly 
verbatim.) Philo quote* the passage 
to the same purpose as this Epistle. 

2 Throughout this passage it appears 
that the Church addressed was ex¬ 
posed to persecution. The intense 
feeling of Jewish nationality called 
forth bv the commencing struggle with 
Rome, which produced the triumph of 
the zealot party, would amply account 
for a persecution of the Christians at 
Jerusalem at this peiiod ; as is argued 
by those who suppose the Epfstlc ad¬ 
dressed to them. But the same cause 
would produce the same effect in the 
great Jewish population of Alexandria. 

3 Observe the perfect, referring to 
the examples of God’s children men¬ 
tioned in the preceding chapter. 

4 * We had our fathers to chasten us.’ 
The A. V. does not render the article 
correctly. 

5 1 Our * is understood (without repe¬ 

tition) from the parallel * our flesh.’ 

(i Peaceful fruit of righteousness . 

God’s chastisements lead men to con¬ 

formity to the will of God (which is 

righteousness ) ; and this effect {fruit) 


of suffering is ( peaceful ) full of peace. 
There can be no peace like that which 
follows upon the Mtlni^won ol the soul 
to the chastisement of our heavenly 
Father ; if we recent: it as inflicted by 
infinite wisdom and perfect love. 

7 This quotation is horn Isa. xxxv. 
d, from LXX. (as appears by two of 
the Gieek woids), hut quoted from 
memory and not verbatim. The quo¬ 
tation here approaches more nearly 
than this to the Hebrew oiiginal, and 
might therefore (if not quoted ute/uo- 
riter ) he considered an exception to 
the rule, which otherwise is universal 
throughout, this Epistle, of adheiing to 
the LXX. in preference to the Hebrew. 

* Prov. iv. 20 (1 XX. nearly v« rha 
tim). 

« Or he dislocated. The meaning of 
this exhortation seems to he, that they 
should abandon all appearance of Ju- 
daising practices, which might lead the 
weaker brethren into apostasy. 

10 The mqst natural construction here 
is similar to that in v. H». 

H Dcut. xxix. 18. This quotation is 
a strong instance in favour of Blcek’# 
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1 and thereby many be defiled ; lest there be any form- xii. 

cator, or profane person, as Esau, who for a single 
meal sold bis birthright; for ye know that afterward, 17 
when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was re¬ 
jected ; finding no room for repentance, though he 
< sought it 1 earnestly with tears, 
in proportion For ye are not come to a mountain that may be 18 

OTity',™th"" touched 2 and that burncth with lire, nor to ‘ bkltfuussj 
the haw, will antr barfuiessi aub tempest,* 1 and ‘ suimti of trumpet ,’ 4 to 
ofdespisTnt^it. and * botcc of toartfg * 5 — tlio bearers whereof entreated 

that no more might be spoken unto them ; 6 for they 20 
could not bear that which was commanded. 7 (‘ $nti 
if so murl) as a fceatft taurf) tl )t mountain it sdjall be 
gtonetl; * 8 and so terrible was the s ; ght that Moses 21 
said, ‘ 3E evcectttngln fear aufc quake / 9 )—But ye are 22 
come unto Mount Sion, and to the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 10 and to myriads 11 of 23 
angels in full assembly, and to the congregation of' 
the first-born 12 whose names arc written in heaven, 
and to God 13 the judge of all, and to the spirits of just 


view, that the writer of this Epistle 
used the Alexandrian text of the LXX. 
For the Codex Alexandrines (which 
however is corrupt here) corresponds 
with the Epistle, while the Codex 
Vaticanus corresponds more closely 
with the Hebrew. 

1 Although with Chrysostom and De 
Wette, we refer ‘ it 1 grammatically to 
* repentance,’ yet we think the view 
of Bleek substantially correct, in re¬ 
ferring it to ‘ blessing.’ That is, in 
saying that Esau sought repentance with 
tears , the writer obviously means that 
he sought to reverse the consequences of 
his faulty and obtain the blessing. If we 
refer to Genesis, we find that it was, 
in fact, Jacob’s blessing (the Greek 
word is the same, Geu. xxvii. 35-38, 
LXX.) which Esau sought with tears. 

2 The first is the present participle ; 
the second the perfect participle (uot 
as A. V.). For the particulars here 
mentioned, see Exod. xix. 

3 Deut. iv. 11, the same Greek words 
(LXX.). 

4 Exod. xix. 16, again the same 
Greek words (LXX.). 

5 Deut. iv. 12 (LXX.). 

6 Deut. v. 25 (LXX:.), where one 

of the Greek words accounts for what 
we read here. t 

7 We put a full stop after com¬ 
manded, because that which the 
Israelites 4 could not bear ’ was not the 


order for killing the beasts, but the 
utterance of the commandments of Got!. 
See Exod. xx. 19. 

8 Quoted from Exod. xix. 12i(LXX. 
but not verbatim). The words 4 or 
thrust through with a dai t ’ of the 
Received Text have been here inter¬ 
polated from the Old Testament, and 
are not in am* of the uncial MSS. 

9 Deut. ix. 19 (LXX.). This is the 
passage in the Old Testament, which 
comes nearest to the present. It. was 
the remembrance of that terrible sight 
which caused Moses to say this; much 
more must he have been terrified by 
the reality. 

10 This is (see Gal. iv. 26) the Church 
of God, which has its jnetropolis in 
heaven, though seme of its citizens are 
still pilgrims and strangers upon earth. 

11 We take myriads of angels with 
full assembly. The latter phrase pro¬ 
perly means a festive assembly, which 
reminds us of ‘the marriage supper of 
the Lamb.’ 

12 I'irst-born. These appear to be 
the Christians already dead and entered 
into their rest; 4 written * means re¬ 
gistered or enrolled. Cf. Luke ii. 1, ami 
Phil. iv. 3. 

13 The order of the Greek would lead 
us more naturally to translate to a 
judge y who is God of all ; but we have 
retained the A. V. in deference to the 
opinion of Chrysostom. 
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xxviii.] Epistle to the Ilebreu’s. 

. 24 men 1 made perfect, 2 and to Jesns the mediator of a 
new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, 3 which 
speaketh better things that that of Abel.' 1 

25 See that ye reject 5 & not Him that speaketh. For 
if they escaped not, who rejected him that spake® 
on earth, much more shall not we escape, if wc turn 

26 away from Him that speaketh from heaven. Whoso 
voice then shook the earth, but now ho hath pro¬ 
mised, saying, • |>ct onrr more nulu 7 intll 5 sfljakr 8 not 

27 t!)e earth alone hut aldo Ijcabcu.’ ,J And this «art oikc 
more only ’ signifieth the removal of those things that 
are shaken, as being perishable, 10 that the things un- 

28 shaken may remain immoveable. Wherefore, since 
we receivt; a kiftgdom that cannot be shaken, lot us 
be filled with thankfulness; 11 whereby wi. may oiler 
acceptable worship unto God, with reverence and 

29 fear. For ‘our ©oil iii a tomSuming firr.’ 12 
iii. 1 Get brotherly love continue. He not forgetful to Kxiiortntiun 

2 entertain strangers, for thereby some 13 have outer-m.UoYSmie.. 

3 tained angels unawares. Remember the prisoners, h'mn, 

as though ye shared their prison ; and the alllieted, as Vi 1 .!-’ iiai.’.'-lki 

4 being yourselves also in the body. Lot marriage he th'.‘'i".,VuV»V.r 
held,honourable 14 in all things, and let the marriage- ,l "- Ch,lrcl '- 
bed be undefiled; for 16 whoremongers and adulterers 

5 God will judge. Let your conduct be free from 
covetousness, and be content with what ye have; 


1 These just men( being distinguished 
from th ejirst-born above) are probably 
the worthies of the ancient dispensa¬ 
tion, commemorated chapter xi. 

* Literally, who have attained their 
consummation. This they had not done 
until Christ’s coming. See xi. 40. 

3 Contrasted with the water of 
sprinkling of Numbers xix. (LXX.) 
Compare ix. 13, 14? and x. 2tf. 

4 Or, if we read with the best MSS.. 
4 better than Abel* The voice of Abel 

cried for vengeance ((ten. iv. 10)* 
Compare xi. 4 ; the hlood of Christ 
called down forgiveness. 

& It is impossible to translate this 
verb by the same English word here 
and in verse 19th ; hence the reference 
of the one passage to the other is less 
plain than in the original. 

6 Literally, ‘ that spake oracularly .’ 

7 Once, and once only. Cf. ix. 20 

*nd x. 2. 


« ‘Will I shake » is the reading of 
the best MSS. 

» Hagg. ii. 0 (LXX., but not verba¬ 
tim). 

*° Used here as made with hands is 
(ix. 11, ix. 21), and as wc often use 
4 things created' as equivalent to things 
peri shah! e. 

11 4 Filled with thankfulness.’ Com¬ 
pare Luke xvii. 9. If the meaning 
were 4 Let us hold fast (thej grace 
£whi<4i we have received - ],’ the Creek 
verb would he different. 

« Oeut. iv. 24 (LXX. nearly ver¬ 
batim). 

,:{ Viz. Abraham and Lot. 

14 This must he taken imperatively 
on the same ground as what immedi¬ 
ately follows, at the beginning of the 
5th Verse. 

The MSS. A, 1), and some others 
read for here, which is adopted by 
Lachmann and Bleek 



8i8 


t 

The Life and Epistles of St Paul. Jen. 

for He hath said, 4 IE to til neftir Unbt tfyee nor fantofte 
t So that we may boldly say, <£!)* Hart) i& mj? xiii. 
fjetyir, anti 5 fcrin not fear. at can man tsa unto 

me?’ 1 2 

Remember them that were your leaders , 3 who 7 _ 
spoke to you the word of God; look upon 4 5 the end 
of their life, and follow the example of their faith. 

Jesus Christ 6 is the same yesterday and to-days 
and for ever. Be not carried away 6 with manifold 9 
and strange doctrines. For it is good that the heart 
be established by grace ; not by meats , 7 which 
profited not them that were occupied therein. 

We have an altar whereof they that minister unto 10 
the tabernacle have no right to eat. For 8 "the bodies n 
of those beasts whose blood the High Priest 
bringeth 9 into the Holy Place , 10 are burned 4 tottljout 
t|)C CJCntj ).* 11 Wherefore Jesus also, that He might 12 
sanctify tlie People by His own blood, suffered 
without the gate. Therefore let us go forth unto 13 
Him 4 tmtfjnut the camp,’ bearing His reproach. For u 
here we have no continuing city, but we seek one 
to come . 12 


1 Deut. xxxi. G (LXX.). This is 
said by Moses. In Josh. i. 5 (LXX.), 
we find a direct promise from God, 
almost in the same words, addressed 
to Joshua. The citation here, being 
not verbatim, nuif be derived from 
either of these places. Philo cites the 
same words as the text. 

2 Ps. cxviii. (J (LXX.). 

3 Not rulers, but leaders. Compare 
Acts xv. 22, where the word is the 
same. It is here (cf. ver. 17 and 24,) 
applied to the presbyters or bishops 
of the Church. See p. 341, n. 1. 

4 A very graphic word, not to be 
fully rendered by any English term. 
The meaning is, * contemplate the final 
scene f 'perhaps martyrdom], which 
closed their life and labours 

5 The A. V. here gives an English 
reader the very erroneous impression 
that ‘Jesus Christ * is in the objective 
case, and in apposition to ‘ the end of 
their conversation.’ 

6 ‘ Carried away ’ not 4 carried about, 1 
is the reading of the best MSS. 

7 Not by meats. The connect'on 

here is very difficult. The reference 

seems to be, in the first place, to 


Judaising doctrines concerning clean 
and unclean meats; but thence the 
thought passes on to the sacrificial 
meats, on which the priests were partly 
supported. Some think this verse 
addressed to those who had themselves 
been priests, which would be an argu¬ 
ment for supposing the Epistle ad¬ 
dressed to the Church at Jerusalem 
(Compare Acts vi. 7). 

8 The connection seems to be, that 
the victims sacrificed on the day of 
Atonement were commanded (Levit. 
xvi. 27) to be wholly bunted ), and 
therefore n it eaten. 0 

9 Viz. on the day of Atonement. 
Compare chaps, ix. and x. 

10 The words 4 for sin * are omitted 
in the best MSS. 

11 Levit. xvi. 27 (LXX. verbatim). 
The epp of the Israelites was after- 

awards represented by the Holy City; 
so that the bodies of these victims 
were burnt outside the gates of Jeru¬ 
salem. See above, p. 585, n. 1. 

12 Literally, the city which is to comp, ^ 
Compare x. 34, and the kingdom that?" 
cannot be shaken, xii. 28 
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iiii.15 By Him therefore let us offer unto God con¬ 
tinually a sacrifice of praise, 1 that is; ‘ tfie fruit of 

16 our TipS,’ 2 making confession unto His name. And 
be not unmindful of benevolence and liberality, 

*■ for such are the sacrifices which are acceptable 
unto God. 

17 Render unto them that are your lenders obedi¬ 
ence and submission ; for they on their part, 3 watch 
for the good of your souls, as those that must give 
account; that they may keep their watch with joy 
and not with lamentation ; for that would be un¬ 
profitable for you. 

18 Pray for me ^ for I trust 4 that I have a good riu w.iicr 
conscience*" desiring in all my conduct to live u) irs, gi\ e« 

19 rightly. But I the rather beseech you to do this, iminiwVm"' 

that I may be restored to you the sooner. 5 mntu.n r!om 

*20 Now the God of peace, who raised up 6 from the lul> ‘ 
dead the great 4 of if)C rfljccp/ 7 even our 

Lord Jesus, through the blood of an everlasting 

21 covenant,—make you perfect in every good work 
to do His will, working in you that which is well¬ 
pleasing in His sight, by Jesus Christ. To whom 
be glQj*y f° r ever. 8 Amen. 

22 I beseech you, brethren, to bear with these words 
of exhortation ; for I have written shortly. 9 

23 Know that our brother Timotheus is set at li¬ 
berty ; and with him, if he come speedily, I will 
see you. 


1 The Christian sacrifice is ‘ a sa¬ 
crifice of praise and thanksgiving,’ 
contrasted with the propitiatory sacri¬ 
fices of the old Law, which were for 
ever consummated by Christ. See x. 
4-14. 

2 Hosea xiv. 2 (LXgX.). (The pre¬ 
sent Hebrew text is different.) 

8 The pronoun is emphatic. 

* This seems to be addressed to a 
part}' amongst these Hebrew Christians 
who had taken offence at something in 
the writer’s conduct. 

5 We have already observed that 
this implies that a personal connection 
existed between the writer and the 
, readers of this Epistle. The opinion 
of Ebrard, that this verse is written 
by *St. Luke in St. Paul’s person, and 
V. 23rd in hia own person, appears 
mite untenable: no intimation of a 

3 K 


change of person is given (compnre 
Korn. xvi. 22) nor is there any in¬ 
consistency in asking prayers for a 
prosperous journey, and afterwards 
expressing a positive intention of 
making the journey. 

® This denotes not to bring again 
(A. V.), but to bring up from Inluu’, to 
ratse up. (Kom. x. 7.) 

7 This is an allusion to a passage in 
Isaiah (Isa.lxiii. li, LXX.), ^here (Jod 
is described as ‘ He who brought up 
from the sea the shepherd of the sheep ’ 
'[viz. Moses]. 

6 ‘ And ever,’ is probably to be 
omitted both here and Horn, xi.3<5, and 
xvi. 27. 

9 They are asked to excuse the ap¬ 
parent harshness of some portions of 
the letter, on<he ground that the writer 
had not time for circumlocution. 
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Salute all them that are your leaders, and ajl the xlii. 
saints. 

They of Italy 1 salute you. Grace be with you 25 
all. Amen. 



1 ‘ They of Italy.’ We aajrec with 
Winer in thinking that this ‘ of’ may 
be most naturally understood as used 
from the jmsition of the. readers. This 
was the view of the earlier interpreters* 
and is agreeable to Greek analogy. In 
fact, if we consider the origin in most 
languages of the gentilitial preposi¬ 
tions (von, de, of, & c.), we shall see 


that they conform to the same analogy, 
lienee we infer from this passage that 
the writer was in Italy. 

2 A Christian tomb with the three 
languages, from Maitland’s Clrrch in 
the Catacombs, p. 77, The name is 
Latin, the inscription Greek, and the 
word Slalom <>r 1 Peace’ is in Hebrew 
Seep. 25. 
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APPENDIX I. 


ON THE TiltfE THE visit TO, JERUSALEM MENTIONED IN 
GALATIANS (Chap, ii.) 1 


To avoid circumlocution wo shall call the visit mentioned in Galatians ii. 
1, tho Galatian Visit , and wo shall designate the Hsit, mentioned in Acts 
ix. as visit (1), that in Acts xi. and xii. as visit (2), that in Acts xv. as visit 
(3), that in Acts xviii. as visit (4), that in Acts xxi. as visit (,3). 

I. The Galatian Visit was not the same with visit (1), because it is men¬ 
tioned as subsequent by St. Paul. 2 * 

II. Was the Galatian Visit the same with visit (2) ? * Tho first impres¬ 
sion from reading tho end of Gal. i. and beginning of Gal. ii. would bo that 
it wan; lor St. Paul seems to implv that there had been no intermediate 
visit between the one mentioned in Gal. i 18, which was visit (1), and that 
in Gal. ii. 1, which we have called the Galatian Visit. 4 On the other side, 
however, we must observe that St. Paul’s object in this passage is not to 
enumerate all his visits to Jerusalem, lfis opponents had told his converts 
that Paul was no true Apostle, that ho was only a Christian teacher autho¬ 
rised by the Judaean Apostles, that he derived his authority and his know¬ 
ledge of tho Gospel from Peter, James, and the rest of ‘ fhe twelve.’ St. 
Paul’s object is to refute this statement. Tin's he does by declaring, firstly, 
that his commission was not from men but from God; secondly, that he had 
taught Christianity for three years without seeing any of ‘the twelve ’ lit 
all; thirdly, that at the end of that time he had only spent one fortnight at 
Jerusalem with Peter and James, and then had gone to Cilicia and remained 
personally unknown to tho Judaean Christians ; fourthly, that fourteen 
years afterwards Re had lyidertaken a journey to Jerusalem, and that ho 
then obtained an acknowledgment of his independent mission from the chief 
Apostles. Thus we see that his object is not to enumerate every occasion 


1 This question is one of the most 
important, both chronologically and 
historically, in the life of St. Paul. 
Perhaps its discussion more properly 
belongs to the Epistle to the Galatians 
than to this place; but it has been 
given here as a justification of the view 
taken in Chap. VII. 

2 Gal. ii. 1. 

8 To support this view, either the con¬ 

version must be placed much earlier than 
we think probable, or * fourteen,’ in Gal. 
ii- 1, must be altered into ‘ four/ 


4 We must certainly acknowledge 
that St. Paul ap|x*ars to nay this; and 
some commentators have avoided the 
difficulty by supposing that, although 
Paul and Barnabas were commissioned 
to convey the alms from Antioch to 
Jerusalem, yet that St, Paul was pre¬ 
vented (by some circumstances not 
mentioned^ from going the whole way 
to Jerusalem. For example, it might 
be too hazardous for him to appear 
within the walls of the city at such a 
time of persecution. 
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where he might possibly have been instructed by ‘ the twelve,’ but to assert 
(an assertion which he confirms by oath, Gal. i. 20) that his knowledge of 
Christianity was not derived from their instruction. A short visit to Jeru¬ 
salem which produced no important results ho might naturally pass over, 
and especially if lie saw none of ‘ tho twelve ’ at Jerusalem when he visited 
it. Now this was probably the case at visit (2), because it was just at the 
lime of Herod Agrippa’s persecution, which would naturally disperse the 
Apostles from Jerusalem, as the persecution at Stephen’s doatlidid; with 
regard to St. Peter it is expressly said that, after his miraculous escape 
front prison, he quitted Jerusalem. 1 * This supposition is confirmed by find¬ 
ing that Barnabas and Saul were sent to the Elders of the church at Jeru¬ 
salem, and not to tho Apostles. 

A further objection to supposing the Galatian Visit identical with visit 
(2) is that, at the time of the Galatian visit, Paul and Barnabas are described 
as having boen already extensively useful as missionaries to the Heathen ; 
but this they had not boon in the timo of visit (2). 

Again, St. Paul could not have bem, at so early a period, considered on 
a footing of equality with St. Peter. Yet this he was at the time of the 
Galatian Visit.' 1 

Again, visit (2) could not have been so long as fourteen years 3 after 
visit (1). For visit (2) was certainly not later than 45 a.«., and, if it was 
the same as the Galatian Visit, visit (1) must have boen not later than 
from 31 to 33 a.i>. (allowing the inclusive Jewish modo of reckoning to be 
possibly employed). But Aretas (as we have seen, p. 67) was not in posses¬ 
sion of Damascus till about 37- 

Again, if visit (2) were fourteon years after visit (1), we must suppose 
nearly all this time spent by St. Paul at Tarsus, and yet that all his long 
residence there is unrecorded by St. Duke, who meroly says that ho went to 
Tarsus and from thence to Antioch.* 

III. The Galatian Visit not being identical with(l) or (2), was it iden¬ 
tical with (3), (4), or (5) ? Wo may put (5) at once out of tho quostion, 
because St. Paul did not return to Antioch after (5), whereas he did return 
after the Galatian Visit. There remain therefore (3) and (4) to be con¬ 
sidered. We shall take (4) first. 

IV. Wieseler has lately argued very ingenious^' that tho Galatian Visit 
was the same with (4). His reasons are, firstly, that at the Galatian Visit 
the Apostles allowed unlimited freedom to the Gentile converts, i.e. imposed 
no conditions upon them, such as those in the decrees of the Council passed 
at visit (3). This, however, is an inference not warranted by St. Paul’s 
statement, which speaks of tho acknowledgment of his personal indepen¬ 
dence, but does not touch the question of the converts. Secondly, Wieseler 
urges that, till the time of visit (4), St. Paul’s position could not have been 
so far on a level with St. Peter's as it was at the Galatian Visit. Thirdly, 
he thinks that the condition of making a collection for the poor Christians 
in Jerusalem, which St. Paul says 3 * he had been forward to fulfil, must have 
been fulfilled in that great collection which we know that St. Paul set on 
foot immediately after visit (4), because we read of no other collection made 
by St. Paul for this purpose. 6 Fourthly, Wieseler argues that St. Paul would 


1 Acts xii. 17. 

3 See Gal. ii. 9 

3 On this fourteen years see note in 

p. 827 below, and the note <B.) on the 
Chronological Table in Appendix III. 

* Acts ix. 30, anil xi. 26. See what 
Prof. Burton says on this interval. 

6 Gal. ii. 10. 


8 The collection carried up to Jeru¬ 
salem at visit (2) might, however, be 
cited as an exception to this remark; 
for (although not expressly stated) it is 
most probable that St.Paul was active 
in forwarding it, since he was selected 
to carry it to Jerusalem. 
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not have been likely to take an uncireunicised Gentile, like Titus, with 4iim 
to Jerusalem at a period earlier than visit (4). And moreover, lie conceives 
Titus to be the same with the Corinthian Justus,' who is not mentioned 
as one of St. Paul’s companions till Acts xviii. 7, that is, not till after 
visit (3). 

It is evident that these arguments are not conclusive in favour of visit 
(4), even if there were nothing on the other side; but there are, moreover, 
the following objections against supposing the Galatian Visit identical with 
(4). Firstly, Barnabas was St. Paul’s companion in the Galatian Visit ; 
he is not mentioned as being with him at visit (4). Secondly, had so im¬ 
portant a conference between St. Paul and the other Apostles taken place at 
visit (4), it would not have been altogether passed over by St, Buko, who 
dwells so fully upon the Council held at the time of visit (3), the decrees of 
which (on Wieseler’s view) were inferior in importance to tho eowordat 
between St. Paul and the other Apostles which ho supposes to huvo been 
made at visit (4). Thirdly, the whole tone of the second chapter of Gala¬ 
tians is against Wieseler’s hypothesis; for in that chapter St. Paul plainly 
seems to speak of the first conference which he hail held after his success 
among tho Heathen, with the chief Apostles at Jerusalem, and he had cer¬ 
tainly seen and conferred with them during visit (3). 

V. We have seen, therefore, that if thr Galatian Visit be mentioned at all 
in the Acts , it must bo identical with visit (3), at which the (so called) 
Council of Jerusalem took place. Wo will now consider tho objections 
against the identity of those two visits urged by Paloy and others, and then 
the arguments in favour of tho identity. 

Objections to the identity of the Answers to the Objections. 

Galatian Visit with Visit (3). 

1. St. Paul in Gal. (ii. 1) men- 1. This objection isanswored above, 
tions this journey as if it had boon p. 822. 

tho next visit to Jerusalem after the 
timo which he spent there on his re¬ 
turn from Damascus; he does not say 
anything of any intermediate visit. 

This looks as if he wero speaking of 
the journey which he took with Bar¬ 
nabas to Jerusalem (Acts xi. 30), to 
convey alms to the Jewish Chris¬ 
tians in the famine. 

2. I 11 tho Galatians the journey is 2. Tho journey may havo taken 

said to havo takcp place ‘ by revela- place in eonsequenco of a revelation, 
tion ’ (Gal. ii. 2); but ii» Acts xv. and yet may also havo been agreod 
2 — 4 , 6-12, a public mission is men- to by a vote of the church at Antioch, 
tioned. Thus in St. Paul’s departure from 

Jerusalem (Acts ix. 29, 30), ho is 
said to havo been sent by the brethren 
in consequence of danger* feared; 
and yet (Acts xxii. 17-21) he says 
that he had taken his departure in 
eonsequenco of a vision on the very 
same occasion (sen pp. 106, 167). 

3. In the Galatians Barnabas and 3. Thin argument is merely ex si- 
Titus are spoken of as St Paul’s lentio, and therefore inconclusive. In 

i Many of the most ancient MSS. and versions read Titus Justus in Acts xviii. 7. 
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companions: in the Acts, Barnabas 
and others (Acts xv. 2); but Titus 
iB not mentioned. 


4. The object of the visit in Acts 
xv. is different from that of the Gala¬ 
tian Visit. The objeet in Acts xv. 
was to seek reliof from the imposi¬ 
tion of the Mosaic Law, that of the 
Galatian Visit was to obtain the re¬ 
cognition of St. Paul’s independent 
apostleship. 


6. In Acts xv.'a public assembly 
of the Church in Jerusalem is de¬ 
scribed, while in the Galatians only 
private interviews with the leading 
Apostles are spoken of. 

6. The narrative in the Epistle 
says nothing of tho decision of the 
Council of Jerusalem, as it is com¬ 
monly called, mentioned Acts xv. 
Now this decision was conclusivo of 
the very point.disputed by the Juda- 
ising teachers in Galatia, and surely 
therefore would not have been omitted 
by St. Paul in an argument involving 
the question, had he been rolating 
the circumstances which happened 
at Jerusalem when that decision was 
made. 


the Acts, Paul and Barnabas are 
naturally mentioned, as being pro¬ 
minent characters in the history. 
Whereas in the Epistle, Titus would 
naturally be mentioned by St. Paul 
as a personal friend of his own, and 
also because of his refusal to circum¬ 
cise him. 

4. Both these objects are implied 
in each narrative. The recognition 
of St. Paul’s apostleship is implied 
in Acts xv. 26. And the relief from 
the imposition of the Mosaic Law is 
implied, Gal. ii. 7, where the word 
‘ uncircumcision ’ shows that the 
Apostles at the time o£, St. Paul's 
visit to Jerusalem, mentioned in the 
Epistle, acknowledged that the un¬ 
circumcised might partake of ‘the 
Gospel.’ Tho same thing is shown 
by the fact that the circumcision of 
Titus was not insisted on. We must 
remember also that tho transactions 
recorded are looked upon from dif¬ 
ferent points of view, in the Acts 
and in the Epistle ; for Acts xv. con¬ 
tains a narrative of a great transac¬ 
tion in the history of tho Chfereh, 
while St. Paul, in the Epistle, alludes 
to this transaction with tho object of 
proving the recognition of his inde¬ 
pendent authority 

6. The private interviews spoken 
of in the Epistle do not excludo the 
supposition of public mootings hav¬ 
ing also taken place; and a commu¬ 
nication to the whole Church (Gal. ii. 
2) is expressly mentioned. 

6. The narrative in Galatians gives 
a statement intended to prove the 
recognition of St. Paul's indepen¬ 
dent authority, which is sufficient to 
account for this omission. Moreover, 
if St. Paul’s omission of reference to 
tho decision of tho Council proved 
that'the journey ho speaks of was 
prior to the Council, it must equally 
prove that the whole Epistle was 
written before the Council of Jerusa¬ 
lem ; yet it is generally acknowledged 
to have been written long after the 
Council. The probable reason why St. 
Paul does not refer to the decision 
of the Council is this:—that the 
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J udaising teachers did not absolutely 
dispute that decision ; thov probably 
did not declaro the absolute neces¬ 
sity of circumcision, but spoke of it 
as admitting to greater privileges, 
and a fuller covenant, with God. 
The Council had only decided that 
dentil? Christians need not observe 
the Law. The Judaising party might 
still contend that Jewish Christians 
ought to observe it (as we know they 
did observe it till long afterwards). 
And also the decrees ot the Council 
left Gentile Christians subject to the 
same restrictions with the Proselytes 
of the Gate. 'Therefore tin* .Judaising 
party would naturally argue that they 
here still not ntoro fully within the 
pale of the Christian Church than 
the Prosel>tes of the Gate were within 
that of the Jewish Church. Hence, 
they would urge them to submit to 
circumcision by way of placing them¬ 
selves in full membership with the 
Church ; .just, as they would liavo 
urged a Proselyte of the Gato to bo* 
come a Proselyte of Righteousness. 
Also St. Paul might assume that the 
decision of the Council was well 
known to the churches in Galatia, 
for Paul and Silas hail carried it w ith 
them there. 

7. It is inconsistent to suppose 7. This objections founded on a 
that after the decision of the Coun- misunderstanding of St. Peter’s con- 
cil of Jerusalem, St. Peter could have duct. II is withdrawal from eating 
behaved as ho is described doing at the same table with tho uncir- 
(Gal. ii. 12); for how could he refuse cunicised Christians did not amount 
to eat with the uncircumcised Chris- to a denial of the decision of tho 
tians, after having advocated in the Council. His conduct, showed a weak 
Council their right of admission to fear of offending tin* JudaisingChris- 
Christian fellowship? tians who came from Jerusalem ; and 

tin* practical effect of such conduct, 
would have been, if persisted in, to 
separate the Church into two divi¬ 
sions. Peters conduct was still more 
inconsistent with the consent, which 
he had certainly given previously 
(Gal. ii. 7-9) to tin* ‘Gospel’ of 
Paul ; and with his previous conduct 
in the ease of Cornelius (see end of 
Chap. VII.). We may add that, what¬ 
ever difficulty may be felt, in St. 
Paul’s no t alluding to the decrees of 
the Council in his Epistle to the 
Galatians, must also be felt in his 
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8. The Epis f le mentions St. Paul 
as conferring with James, Peter, and 
John, whereas in Acts xv. John is 
not mentioned at all, and it seems 1 
strange that so distinguished a per¬ 
son, if present at the Council, should 
not have been mentioned. 

9. Since in the Galatians St. Paul 
mentions James, Peter, and John, it 
seems most natural to suppose that 
he speaks of the well-known apostolic 
triumvirate so often classed together 
in the Gospels. But if so, the James 
mentioned must be James the Greater, 
and lienee the journey mentioned in 
the Galatians must have been beforo 
the death of James the Greater, and 
therefore before the Council of Jeru¬ 
salem. 


10. St. Paul’s refusal to circum¬ 
cise Titus (Gal. ii,), and voluntary 
circumcising of Timothy (Acts xvi. 
3), so soon afterwards. 


Thus we see that the objections ; 

1 See 2 Tim. iii. 15. We may remark 
that tliis difficulty (which is urged by 
Wieaeler) is quite^ as great on his own 


total silence concerning them when 
be treats of tbe, question of ‘ things 
sacrificed to idols’ in the Epistles to 
Corinth and Romo, for that question 
had been explicitly decided by the 
Council. The fact is, that the De¬ 
crees of the Council were not de¬ 
signed as of permanent authority, but 
only as a temporary and provisional 
measure; and their authority was 
superseded as the Church gradually 
advanced towards true Christian 
freedom. 

8. This argument is only ex si - 
lentio , and obviously inconclusive. 


9. This objection proceeds on the 
mere assumption that because James 
is mentioned first ho must be James 
the Greater, whereas James the Less 
became even a more conspicuous 
leader of the Church at Jerusalem 
than James the Greater had* 1 pre¬ 
viously been, as we see from Acts 
xv.; hence lie might be very well 
mentioned with Peter and John, and 
the fact of his name coming first in 
St. Paul’s narrative agrees better 
with this supposition, for James the 
Greater is never mentioned the first 
in the apostolic triumvirate, the 
order of which is Peter, James, and 
John ; but James tho Less would 
naturally bo mentioned first, if the 
Council at Jerusalem was mentioned, 
since we find ironic Acts xv. mat lie 
took the part of president in that 
Council. 

10. Timothy’s mother was a Jewess, 
and ho had been brought up a Jew ;* 
whereas Titus was a Gentile. The 
circumstances of Timothy’s circum¬ 
cision wore fully discussed above, 
pp. 203-206. 

gainst the identity of the Galatian 

hypothesis: for, according to him, the 
refusal happened only about two years 
after the consent. 
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Visit with visit (3), are inconclusive. Consequently wo might at oncA con¬ 
clude ^rom the obvious cwcumstauces of w\cuVUy *bet\\ecu vhc two \’\s'\ts\, 
that they wore actually identical, llut this conclusion is further strength¬ 
ened by the. following arguments. 

1. The Galatian J 'isit could not have happened hrforv visit (3); hecauso 
if so, the Apostles at Jerusalem had already granted to Paul and Barna¬ 
bas 1 the liberty which was sought, for the ‘ gospel of the uneireimeision 
therefore there would have been no need for the Church to send them 
again to Jerusalem upon the same cause. And again, the Galatian Visit 
could not have happened of ter* visit (3); because, almost immediately alter 
that period, Paul and Barnabas ceased to work together a*> missionarie s to 
the Gentiles; whereas up to the time of the Galatian Visit , they had been 
working together. 2 

2. The Chronology of St. Paul’s lift* (so far as it can be ascertained) 
agrees better with the supposition that the Galatian I'isit was visit (3), 
than with any other supposition. 

lieckohing backwards from the ascertained epoch of (»0 a.i>., when St. 
Paul was sent to Koine, \\c find th!it lie must ha\e begun his second mis¬ 
sionary journey in 51, and that therefore, the Council (i.e. visit (3)) must 
have been either in 50 or 51. This calculation is based upon the history 
in the Acts. Now, turning to the Epistle to the Galatians we find the 
following epochs— 

A.—Conversion. 

11.—3 years’ interval (probably Judaieally reekoned — 2 years). 3 4 

C.—Plight from .Damascus and r/sit (1). 

D. — j 4 < years’ interval (probably) Judaieally reckoned — 13 
years) 3 . 

E.— Galatian Visit. 

And since Aretas was supremo at Damascus 5 at the time of the flight., 
and his supremacy there probably began about 37 (see pp. (17 and 83), we 
could not. put the flight at a more probable date than 38. If we assume 
this to have been the case, then tin* Galatian i”isit was 38 f 13 - 51, 
which agrees with the time of the Council (i.e. visit (3)*)as above. 

VI. Itoneo \vc need not further consider the views of those writers who 
(like Paley and Schrader) have resorted to the hypothesis that tlm Galatian 
Visit is some supposed journey not recorded in the Att.s at all ; for we 
have proved that the supposition of its identify with the third visit there 
recorded satisfies every necessary condition. Schrader’s notion is, that 
the Galatian Visit was between visit (4) and visit {ft). Paley places 
it between visit (3) and visit (4). A third uov is ably advocated in 
a discussion o^ the subject (not published) which lias been kindly commu¬ 
nicated to us. The principal points in this hypothesis are, that the Gala¬ 
tians were converted in thv Jirst missionary journey, that the Galatian l in it 

1 Gal. ii. 3-fi. denoting ‘after an interval of/ may Jh* 

2 Gal. ii. 1 0. used, according to the Jewish way of 

3 On this* Judaical reckoning, sec reckoning time, inclusively. The four- 

note (II.) on the Chronological Tabic teen years must lx* reckoned /jam the. 
in Appendix III. epoch last mentioned, which is the visit 

4 The reading ‘ fourteen ’ (Gal. ii. 1) ( I ) to Jerusalem, and not the ( onver- 

is undoubtedly to be retained. It is in sum ; at least, thb is the most natural 
all the ancient MSS. which contain the way, although the other interpretation 
passage. The reading ‘ four ’ has pro- might »be justified, it required by the 
bably arisen from the words ‘ four \ ears/ other nrcuinstances ol ttie case, 
which relate to a different subject, in the ° 2 Cor. xi. 32. 

sentence below. The preposition ‘after,’ 
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ON TIIE DATE OF THE PASTOR A L EPISTLES. 


Before we can fix the time at which these Epistles were, written, we must 
take the following data into account. 

1. The ‘three Epistles were nearly cotemporamoils with one another. 
This is proved by their resembling Vaeh other in language, matter, and 
style of composition, and in the state of the (’hristian Church which they 
describe: and by their differing in all the three points from all the other 
ISpistles of St. Paul. Of course the full force of this argument cannot, he 
appreciated by those who ha. e not carefully studied these Epistles; but it 
is now almost universally admitted by all 1 who have done so, both by 
the defenders and impugners of the authenticity of the Pastoral Epistles. 
Hence if we fix the date of one of the three, we fix approximately the date, 
of all. 

2. They were written aft< r St. Paul became acquaint id with A polios, and 
therefore after St. Paul's first visit to Kphesus. (See Aets xviii. 24, and 
Titus iii. 13). 

3. lienee they could not have been written till after the conclusion of that 
portion of his life which is related in the Acts; because there is no part of his 
history, between his first visit to Ephesus and his Roman imprisonment, 
which satisfies the historical conditions implied in the statements of any 
one of these Epistles. Various attempts have been i#ade, with different 
degrees of ingenuity, to place tin* Epistles to Timothy and Titus at dif¬ 
ferent points in this interval of time; but all have faihd even to satisly 
the conditions required for placing any single Epistlo comctly.* \nd no 
one has ever attempted to place all three together, at any period of St. 
Paul’s life before the end o^‘ his first Homan imprisonment; yet this eo- 
temporaneousness of the three Epistles is a necessary condition ot the 
problem. 

4. The PastoTal Epistles were written not merely of hr St. Pauls first 
Rbnian imprisonment, but consider ably after it. This is evident from the 
marked difference in their stylo from the Epistle to the Philippian*, which 
was the last written during that imprisonment. So great a change of stylo 


1 We have noticed Dr. Davidson’s 
contrary opinion before ; and we should 
add that Wicseler may be considered 
another exception, only that he does not 
attempt to reply to the grounds stated 
by other critics for thecotemporaueou>- 
ness of the three Epistles, but altogether 
ignores the question of internal evidence 
from style and Church organisation, 
which is the conclusive evidence here. 
Subjoined to this Appendix in the larger 


editions is an alphnlx'tical list of the 
words and phrases peculiar to the Pas¬ 
toral Epistles. 

2 Wiescler’s is the most, ingenious 
theory which lias been suggested for 
getting over this difficulty ; hut it hits 
been shown by Iluther that none of the 
three Emstlescati lx* placid as Wicseler 
places them without involving some 
contradiction of the facts mentioned in 
them respectively. 
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(a’el.'ange not merely in the use of singlo words, but in phrases, in modes of 
thought, and in method of composition) must require an interval of certainly 
not less than four or five years to account for it. And even that interval 
might seem too short, unless accompanied by circumstances which should 
further explain the alteration. Yet five years of exhausting labour, great 
physical and moral sufferings, and bitter experience of human nature, 
might suffice to account for the charge. 

5. Tho development of Church organisation implied in the Pastoral 
Epistles leads to the same conclusion as to the lateness of their date. The 
detailed rules for tho choice of presbyters and deacons, implying numerous 
candidates for these officos ; the exclusion of new converts (neophytes ') 
from the presbyt crate ; the regular catalogue of Church widows (1 Tim. v. 
9); are all examples of this. 

6. Tho Hercsits condemned in all three Epistles are likewise of a 
nature which forbids the supposition of an early date. They are of the 
samo class as those attacked in the Epistle to the Colossians, but appear 
under a more matured form. They are apparently the same heresies which 
we find condemned in other portions cf Scripture written in tho latter part 
of the Apostolic age, as, for example, tho Epistles of Peter and Jude. We 
trace distinctly the beginnings of the Gnostic Heresy, which broke out with 
such destructive power in tho second century, and of which we have already 
seen the germ in the Epistle to the Colossians. 

7. The preceding conditions might lead us to place the Pastoral Epistles 

at any point after a.d. 66 (see condition 4, above), i.e. in the last thirty- 
three years of the first century. But we have a limit assigned us in this 
direction, by a fact mentioned in the Epistles to Timothy, viz., that 
Timotheus was still a young man (X Tim. iv. 12; 2 Tim. ii. 22) when they 
were written. Wo must, of course, understand this statement relatively 
to the circumstances under which it is used: Timotheus was young for 
the authority entrusted to him ; he was young to oxereise supreme jurisdic¬ 
tion over all the. Presbyters (many of them old men) of the Churches of 
Asia. According even to modern notions (and much more according to tho 
feelings of antiquity on the subject), he would still have been very young 
for such a position at the ago of thirty-five. Now Timotheus was (as we 
havo scon, pp. 156 and 203) a youth still living with his parents when St. 
Paul first took him in A.n. 51 (Acts xvi. 1-3) as his companion. From the 

way in which I 10 is then mentioned (Acts xvi. 1-3 : compare 2 Tim. i. 4), 

wo cannot imagine him to have been more than seventeen or eighteen at 
the most. Nor, again could he be much younger than this, considering the 

? «rt he soon afterwards took in the conversion of Macedonia (2 Cor. i. 19). 

lence we may suppose him to have been eighteen years old in A.n. 51. 
Consequently, in 68 (the last year of Nero), he would be thirty-five* 
years old. 

8. If we are to belitivo the universal tradition of the early Church, St. 
Paul's martyrdom occurred in tho reign of Nero.’ Hence, we havo another 
limit for tho dato of the Pastoral Epistles, viz., that it could not have 

1 1 Tim. iii. G. ing our shores. Several of these have 

2 No objection against the genuine- been not more than thirty-four or thirtv- 
ncss of the Pastoral Epistles has been five vears of age at the time of their 
more insisted on than that furnished by' appointment; and how natural! v might 
the reference to the youth of Timotheus they be addressed, bv an elderly friend, 
in the two passages above mentioned, in the very language which St. Paul 
How groundless such objections are, we bore addresses to Timotheus. 
may best realise by' considering the 1 2 3 Seetheauthorities forthisstatement 

C arallel case of those y'oung Colonial above, p. 782. 
ishops, who are almost annually leav- 
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been later than A.n. G8, and this agrees very well with the preceding 
datum. 

It will be observed that all the above conditions are satisfied by the hypo¬ 
thesis adopted in Chap. XXVII., that the Pastoral Epistles were written, 
the two first just before, and the last during, St. Paul's final imprisonment 
at Home. 1 

We come now to consider the order of the three Kpistles among them¬ 
selves :— 

1. 1 Tim. In this we find tiiat St. Paul had left Kphesus for Macedonia 
(1 Tim. i. 3), and had left Timothy at Kphesus to counteract tho erroneous 
teaching of tho heretics (iii. 4), and that he hoped soon to return to 
Kphesus (iii. 14). 

2. Titus. Here we find that St. Paul had lately left Crete (i. 5), and that 
I 10 was now about, to proceed (iii. 12) to Nieopolis, in Epirus, where he 
meant to spend tho approaching winter. Whereas in 1 Tim. he meant soon 
to be bach.at Ejjhesus, and he was afterwards at Miletus and Corinth be¬ 
tween 1 'f’im. and 2 Tim. (otherwise 2 Tim. iv. 20 would be unintelligible). 
Hence Titus* must, have been written later than 1 Tim. 

3. 2 Tim. We have seen that this Epistle ooulu not (from the internal evi¬ 
dence of its style, and close resemblance to the other Pastorals) have been 
written in tho first Roman imprisonment. The same conclusion may bo 
drawn also on historical grounds, as Hutlier has well shown where he proves 
that it could neither have been written before the Epistle to the, Colossians 
not after the Epistle to tho Colossians during that imprisonment. Tho in¬ 
ternal evidence from style, and matter, however, is so conclusive, that it is 
needless to do more than allude to this quasi-external evidence. In this 
Epistle we find St. Paul a prisoner in Rone 11 17) ; lie has lately been at 
CiAinth (iv. 20), and since he left Timothy (at Ephesus) lie has been at 
Miletus (iv. 20). Also ho has been, not. long before, at Troas (iv. 13). 

The facts thus mentioned can be best explained by supposing (1) That 
after writing 1 Tim. from Macedonia, St. Paul did, as he intended, return 
to Ephesus by way of lYoas, where he left the books, &e , mentioned 
2 Tim. iv. 13, with Carpus ; (2) That from Ephesus he made a shortex¬ 
pedition to Crete and back, and on his return wrote fo Titus; (3) That 
immediately after despatching this letter, he went by Miletus to Corinth, 
and thence to Nieopolis ; whence he proceeded to Rome. 

1 At this point in the larger editions appreciating the candour and ability 
js a detailed discussion of the arguments with which he states the arguments on 
of those who, during the present ceil- both sides. We would csp-riaHy refer 
tuiy, have denied the genuineness of our readers to his statement of the 
these throe Epistles. This was written difficulties in the way of the hvpothr-is 
before the appearance of I?r. Davidson’s that these Epi-th s were forged, 
third volume. The reader who is ac- 2 lb, 1 1 Tim. been written after I ilu-, 
quainted with that valuable work, will St. Pan. could not have hoped to be hack 
perceive that we differ from Dr. David- soon at Kpho-us, I 1 im. iii. 11 ; for he 
son on some material points; nor, after had only just left Ephesus,and (on that 
considering his arguments, do we see hypothesis) would be intending to w'lu- 
reason to change our conclusions. But ter at the distant Nieopolis. 
this difference does not prevent us from 
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APPENDIX III, 


CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 


A..D. 


Biography of St. Paul. 

Cotemporary EventsJ 

36 

(?) St. Paul’s conversion [suppos¬ 
ing the 3 years of Gal. i. 18 Judai- 
ciuly reckoned]. See p. 827, and 
note (B.) below. 




37 

(?) At Damascus. 

Deatli of Tiberius and accession of 
Caligula (March 16). 

38 

(?) Flight from Damascus [See 
p. 827] to Jerusalem, and thence 



to Tarsus. 


39 

(?)! 

During these years St. Paid 


40 

(?) 

preaches in Syria and Ci¬ 
licia, making Takscs his 


41 

(?) 

head-quarters, and proba¬ 
bly undergoes most of the 

Death of Caligula and accession 
of Claudius (Jan. 25), Judaea 
and Samaria given to Herod 
Agrippa I. 



sufferings mentioned at 2 
Cor. xi. 24-2G, viz. two of 
the Roman and the five 
Jewish scourgings, and 
three shipwrecks. See pp. 
87 and 98, and note/m 2 

42 

(?) 

Invasion of Britain by Aldus 

43 

(?L 

Cor. xi. 25. 

Plautius. 

44 

lie is brought from Tarsus to An- 

Death of Herod Agrippa I. (Acts 


tioch (Acts xi. 26), and stays 

xii.) [see note (A 1 .) below.] 


there a year before the famine. 

Cuspius Fades (as procurator) 
succeeds to the government of 
Judtea. 

45 

He visits Jerusalem with Barnabas 



to relieve the famine. 


46 

At Antioch. 

* 

Tiberius Alexander made procu¬ 
rator of Judtea (about this 
time). 

47 

At Antioch. 


48 

His ‘tirst Missionary Journey ’ 
from Antioch to 

Cyprus, Antioch in Pisidia, Ico- 

Agttippa II. (Acts xxv.) made 
j kmg of Chalcis; 


mum, Lystra, Derbe, 
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Appendix III.— continued. 


A..D. 

Biography of S. Paul. 

Cotemporary Events. 

61 

(Spring)—He arrives at Rome. 

Embassy fiom Jerusalem to Rome, 
to petition about the wall [see 
note (C.) below]. 

62 

At Rome. ( Philemon , 

(Spring)— Writes j Colossians , 

1 Ephesians. 
(Autumn)— Writes Philippians. 

! 

Burma dies; 

Albinus succeeds Festus as procu¬ 
rator ; 

Nero marries Poppsea; 

Octavia executed; 

Pallas put to death. 

63 

(Spring)—He is acquitted, and 
goes to Macedonia (Phil. ii. 24) 
and 

Asia Minor (Philem. 22). 

Popptea’s daughter Claudia born. 

' 

| 

64 

(?) He goes to Spain. [For this 
and the subsequent statements, 
see Chap. XXV11.] 

Great fire at Rome (July 19), fol¬ 
lowed by persecution of Roman 
Christians; 

65 

(?) In Spain. 

Gessius Florus made procurator of 
J udaca. 



Conspiracy of Piso, and death of 
Seneca. 

66 

(Summer)—From Spain (?) to Asia 
Minor (1 Tim. i. 8). 

The Jewish war begins. 

67 

(Summer)— Writes 1 Tim. from 
Macedonia. 

(Autumn)— Writes Titus from 
Ephesus. 

(Winter)—At Nicopolis. 


68 

(Spring)—In prison at Rome. 
Writes 2 Tim. 

(Summer)—Executed ( M ay or 
June). 

Death of Nero in the middle of 
June. 


NOTES ON THE CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 

Note (A .)—Date of the Famine in Acts xi. 28. 

We find in Acts xi. 28, that Agabus prophesied the occurrence of a 
famine, and that his prophecy was fulfilled in the reign of Claudius ; also, 
that the Christians of Autioch resolved to send relief to their poor brethren 
in Judaea, and that this resolution was carried into effect by the hands of 
Barnabas and Saul. After relating this, St. Luke digresses from his nar¬ 
rative,-to describe the then state (‘about that time’) of the Church at 
Jerusalem, immediately before and after the death bf Herod Agrippa 
I which is fully described Acts xii. 1—24). He then resumes the narra- 
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tive which ho had interrupted, and tells us how Barnabas ami Saul !o- 
turned to Antioch, after fulfilling their commission to Jerusalem (Acts 
xii. 25). 

From this it vrouhl appear, that Barnabas and Saul went up to Jeru¬ 
salem, to relieve the sufferers by famine, soon after the death of Herod 
Agrippa I. 

Now Josephus enables us to fix Agrippa's deith verv accurately : <or he 
tells us {Ant. xix. 9. 2), that at tho time of hi.-, death he had reigned three 
full years over the whole of Judaea: and also {Jut. xix. 5. 1) that early in 
the first year of Claudius (41 a. in) the sovereignty if J udui.i was conferred 
on him. Hence his death was in A i>. il. 1 

The famine appears to have begun in the year alter his death-, for (1) 
Josephus speaks of it as having occurred during tho gov. rnmont of Cus- 
pius Fadus and Tiborius Alexander (Ant xx. 5. 2). Now Cuspius Fadus 
was sent as Procurator from IP me on the death of Agrippa I , and was suc¬ 
ceeded by Tiberius Alexander; and both their Proiumlorships together 
only lasted Cfom Ati>. 45 to a.d. 50, when Cumanus succeeded. (2) W 11 
find from Josephus (Ant. xx. 2. 0, compare xx. 5. 2), that ahoul the tune of 
the beginning of Fadu-’s government, Helena, Queen of Adiabene, a Jewish 
proselyte, sent corn to the relief of the Jews in tin- famine. (.')) At the 
time of Herod Agpippas death, it would seem from Acts xii 2(1, that the 
famine could not have begun , for tlie motive of t he Phiriiieiaiis, in making 
peace, was that their country was supplied with food from .Jnd:cn, a motive 
which could not have acted while Judaa itself was perishing of famine. 

Heneo we conclude that tho journey of B.trual as and Saul to Jerusalem 
with alms took place in A.D. 45. 


* Noth (B.). 

In p. 827, we have remarked that the interval of It years (Gal. ii. 1), 
between the flight trom Damascus and the Council ol Jerusalem might be 
supposed to bo cither 14 full years, or 12. or even 12 yeais, Judnieally 
reckoned. It must not bo imagined that the Jews arbiiianly called tin. 
same interval of time 14, 13, or 12years, but tho dciiuimmit ion ol the in¬ 
terval depended on tho time when it began and ended, as follows. Jf it 
began on September 1, a.d. 38, iind ended October 1 , a.d. 50, it would be 
called 14 years, though really only 12 years and one month, heeausu it 
began before the 1st of Tisri, anil ended after the 1st of Tisri ; and as tho 
Jewish civil year began on the 1st of Tisri, the interval vas lootomid in 
14 different civil y. are. O 11 the oilier hand, if it began October 1, a.d. 38, 
and ended September 1 , a.d. 50, it would only be called 12 years, although 
really only two muljhs less than the former interval which was called 14 
years. Hence, as we do notlcnow the monlli of the flight, from Damascus, 
nor of the Council of Jerusalem, we are at liberty to suppose that the 
interval between them was only a few weeks more than 12 years, and 
therefore to suppose the, flight in a.d. 38, and the Council in a.d. 50. 


Note (C.).— On the Date of the Recal of Felix. 

We have seen that St. Paul arrived in Rome in spring, after wintering at 
Malta, and that he sailed from Judiea at tho beginning of the pnerdmg 
autumn, and was at Fair Havens in Crete in October, soon after ‘the Fast,’ 

• Additional authorities for this are given by YVicsclcr. 

3 L 
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which was on the 10 th of Tisri (Acts xxvii. 9). Ho was sent to Rome 
by Festus, upon his appeal to Caesar, and his hearing before Festus had 
taken place about a fortnight (see Acts xxiv. 27, to xxv. 1) after the 
arrival of Festus in the province. Hence tho arrival of Festus (and con¬ 
sequently the departure of Felix) took plaee in the sumuur preceding St. 
Paul’s voyage. 

Thi?. is confirmed by Acts xxiv. 27, which tells us that St. Paul had been 
in prison two complete years at the time of Felix’s departure; for lie was 
imprisoned at a Pent<cost, therefore Felix's depaiture was just after a 
Pentecost. 

We know, then, the season of Felix’s recal, viz. the summer', and we 
must determine the date of the year. 

(a) At the beginning of St. Paul’s imprisonment at Caesarea (i.e. two 
years before Felix’s recal), Felix had been already 1 2 for many years Pro¬ 
curator of Judeea ’ (Acts xxiv. 10). ‘ Many years’ could not be less than 

o years ; therefore Felix had governed Judiea at least (5 + 2 =) 7 years 
at the time of his recal. Now Felix was appointed Pi jeurafipr in the be¬ 
ginning of tho 13 th year of Claudius 1 (Joseph Ant. xx. 7. 1, twelfth year com¬ 
plete'), that is, early in the year a.d. 53. Therefore Felix’s recal could not 
nave occurred before a.d. (53 + 7 =) 60. 

(/3) But we can also show that it could not have occurred after a.d. 60, 
by the following arguments. 

1 . Felix was followed to Rome by Jewish ambassadors, who impeached 
him of misgovernment. He was saved from punishment by the; interces¬ 
sion of his brother Pallas, at a time when Pallas was - in special favour 
with Niro (Joseph, Ant. xx. 8 . 9). Now Pallas was put to death by Nero 
in the year a.d. 62 ; and it is improbable that at any part of that or the 
preceding year he should have had much influence with Nero. Hence 
Felix’s recal was certainly not after a.d. 62, and probably not after a.d. 60. 

2. Burrus was living (Joseph. Ant. quoted by Wieseler), at the time when 
Felix’s Jewish accusers were at Rome. Now Burrus died not later than 
February a.d. 62. And the Jewish ambassadors could not have reached 
Rome during the season of the Mare Clausum. Therefore they (and 
consequently Felix) must have come to Rome not after the autumn of 
a.d. 61. 

3. Paul, on arriving at Rome, was delivered (Acts xxvili. 16) to the 
Prefect (not the Prafects ) 3 ; hence there was a single Prefect, in com¬ 
mand of the Pra?torians at that time. But this was not the case after the 
death of Burrus, when Rufus and Tigellinus were made joint Prefects. 
Hence (as above) Paul could not have arrived in Rome before a.d. 61, and 
therefore Felix’s recal (which was in the year before Paul’s arrival at 
Rome) could not have been aftir a.d. 60. 

Therefore Felix’s recal has been proved to be neither after a.d. 60, nor 
before a.d. 60 ; consequently it was in a.d. 60. 

( 7 ) This conclusion is confirmed by the following considerations:— 

1. Festus died in Judaea, and was succeeded by Albinus ; we are not 
informed of the duration of Festus’s government, but wo have proved (a) 

1 Tacitus places the appointment of reign f A.D. 54). In a.d. 55 he was 

Felix earlier than tins; but on such a accused of treason, but acquitted ; and 
question his authority is not to be com- after this acquittal he seems to have 
pared with that of Josephus. regained life favour at court. 

2 Pallas had been mainly instru- * The official phrase was in the 

jnental in obtaining Nero’s adoption by plural, when there Avas more than one 
Claudius ; but by presuming too much Pricfect. So Trajan writes, * vinctus 
on his favour, he excited the disgust of initti ad prcefectos prsetorii mei debet.’ 
Nero at the very beginning of his —Plin. Ep. x. 65. 
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that it did not begin before a.d. 60, and wo know that Albina-, was in office 
in Judaea in the autumn of a.d. 62 (at the feast of Tabernacles, and per¬ 
haps considerably before that time. Hence Festus's arrival (and Felix's 
recal) must have been either in 60 or 61. Now, if we suppose it in 61, we 
must crowd into a space of fifteen months the following events: (<j) 
Fes t us represses disturbances. (A) Agrippall. builds hi-, palace overlook¬ 
ing the temple. (<•) The Jews build their wall, intercepting his view. (</) 
They send a deputation to Home, to obtain lea\e to keep their wall. (<) 
They gain their suit at liome by the intercession of Poppiea. ( f) They 
return to Jerusalem, leaving the* High Priest Ishmael as hostage at Home. 

( g ) Agrippa on their return nominates a new High Priest (.Joseph), the 
length of whose tenure of office we are not told, (A) Joseph is succeeded 
in the high priesthood by Ananus, who holds the office three months, and 
is displaced just before the arrival of Albinas. This succession of events 
could not have occurred between the summer of a.i> 61 and the autumn 
of a.d. 62; because the double voyage of the Jewish embassy, with their 
residence irt»* Rom?, would alone have occupied twelve months. Hence 
we conclude that from the arrival of Festus to that of Alhinus was 
a period of not less than two years, and consequently that lost us arrived 
a.d. 60. 

2. The Procurators of Judaea were generally changed when the Pro¬ 
prietors of Syria were changed. Now Quadrat us was succeeded by Corbulo 
in Syria a.d. 60; hence wo might naturally expect Felix to be recalled in 
that year. 

3. Paul was indulgently treated (Acts xxviii. 31) at Homo for tiro ytarn 
after his arrival there. Now' lie certainly would not have been treated in¬ 
dulgently after the Homan tire (in July 61). Hence his arrival was at 
latest jwt after (61 — 2 — ) a.d. 62. Consequently Felix’s reeal was cer¬ 
tainly not after 61 

4. After Nero’s accession (October 13, a.d. 54) Josephus 1 mentions the 
following consecutive events as having occurred in Jinbea ; (a) Capture of 
the great bandit. Kleazar by Felix, {ft) H 1-.0 of the Sicarii. (r) Murder of 
Jonathan unpunished, {d) Many pretenders to Inspiration or Messiahship 
lead followers into the wilderness, (e) These are disperse?by the Homan 
troops. (/*) An Egyptian rebel at the head of a body of Sicarii excites tin- 
most dangerous of all these insurrections ; his followers are defeated, but In* 
himself escapes. This series of events could not well ha\e occupied less 
than three years, and we should therefore fix the insurrection of flu* Egyp¬ 
tian not before a.d. 57. Now' when Si Paul was arrested in the It mple, 
he was at first mistaken for this rebel Egyptian, who is mentioned as ‘ tin* 
Egyptian who before these days math* an uproar’ (Acts am. J 8 ), an ex¬ 
pression which wouTU very naturally be u-ol it the Egyptians insurrection 
had occurred in the preceding year. This would again agree with suppos¬ 
ing the date of St. Paul’s arrest to be a.d. 58, and therefore Felix s reeal 
a.d. 60. 

5. St. Paul (Acts xviii. 2) finds Aquila and Priscilla ju-f arrived at 
Oorinth from Itome, whence they were banished by a decree of the Em¬ 
peror Claudius. Wo do not know the date of this decree, but it could not 
at the latest have been later than a.d. 54, in which year < latidius duo. 
Now the Acts gives us distinct information that between thi*- first arm a a. 
Corinth and St. Paul’s arrest at Jerusalem there were the following inter¬ 
vals of time, viz.: From arriving at Corinth to reaching Antioch I 4 years, 
from reaching Ephesus to leaving Ephesus 2J years, from leaving Ephesus 
to reaching Jerusalem 1 year. (See Acts xviii. xix. and xx.) lhese make 

1 The references are given by Wieseler. 
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A BBA, remarks on the use of the word, 
487 n. 

Acunas, pruTnontoty of, 127 
Accn, 604 

Aclmia, 244 ; harbours of, 328 ; pro¬ 
vince of, under the Romans, 326 
Acre, St. Jean d’, at! 1 
Acroeorinthus, the, 323; its importance, 
ib .; views from its summit, ib. 
Acropolis, the, 208, 273 ; view of the 
restored, 230 
Acts of the Apostles, 108 
Adana, 190 «., 199 v. 

Adramvltium, 214, t!81 
/Egie, 191! n. 
yEgirfti, island of, 207 
Agabus, the prophet, 104, 566 
Agora, the, of Athens, 273 
Agricoin, 13 

Agrippa, Herod, grandson of Herod the 
Great, 92 ; his death, 10G 
Agrippa II., GOO 
’Akoy/, meaning of, 524 n. 

Ak-Sher, 291 
Alban Mount, G72 
Albinus, 613 n. 

Alcibiades, character of, 282; fortifi¬ 
cations of, at Cos, 55G 
Alexander the coppersmith, 429, 431 
Alexander the Great, G, 7 ; at Pam- 
phylia, 129 • , 

Alexandria, eminence of, 629 
Alexandria Troas, 215; harbour of, 
217, 544 n. 

Almalee, in Uycia, 542 
Almsgiving amongst the Jews, 54 
‘Altar of the Twelve Gods ’ at Athens, 
274 ; to the ‘ Unknown God,’ 281 
Amphipolis, 24G 

Amphitheatres in Asia Minor, 540 
Amplias, 535 

Amyntas, King of Galatia, 19/147 
Ananias, 77 

Ananias, the Jewish merchant, 104 ». 
Anazarbus, on the Pyramus, 19 n. 
Ancyra, description of, 189 n., 209 


APO 

Andriace, 560 636 

Androclus, founder of Ephesus, 420 
Andronicus, 1 kinsman ’ of St. Paul, 535 
Anemurium, cliffs of, 127 
Anmeus Novates. See Gallio 
’AeOvirarof, (lie word as translated in the 
A, V., 117 n. 

‘ Antinomian,’ the term as applied to 
the * all things lawful ’ party at 
Corinth. 494 n. 

Antinomianism, Corinthian, 494 
Antinomians, 379 

Antinons, the favourite of Hadrian, 
birthplace of, 135 «. 

Antioch, 9) ; Jewish Christians in, 97; 
description and history of the eitv, 
1(10, <t sk/. ; earthquake ami famine 
in, 104 ; n revelation at, 109 
Antioeh in Pisidia, 134 ; identified with 
the modern town of Jalohateh, 135; 
its foundation, ib. ; called Ctesuriu by 
Augustus, 136 

’Arrioxtiaf Ti/jpj, statue of the, 103 n. 
Antiochus Kpiplianes, coins of 21 ; his 
adoption of Roman fashions, 22 
Antiochus Soter, 188 
Antigonia Troas. See Alexandria Troas 
Anti-Taurus, the, 119 u. 

Antipas, son of Ilerod (lie Great, 23 

Antipater, 22 

Antipatris, 597 

Antonia, tin; fortress, 582 

Antonine Itinerary, 245 

Antoninus Pius, 288 

Anxur, 668, 670 

Aorist, St. Paul’s constant use of the, 
for the perfect, 451 n. ; 487 n. ; 506 n. 
Apamea in Asia Minor, 101 
Apelles, 557 

Apollo Patrous, temple of, 274 
Apollonia on the Adriatic, description 
of, 246 

A polios, 351, 364, et set], ; followers of, 
379 

Apostles, Acts of the, 42 ; their office 
in the Primitive Church, 337 
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APO 

Apostles and Elders, letters of the, to 
the Christians of Antioch, 176 
Apostolic Church, the, 54 
Appcllatio, the Roman right of, 616 n. 
Appendices: I. On the time of the visit 
to Jerusalem, mentioned in Galatians 
(chap, ii.), 821. II. On the Date of 
the Pastoral Epistles, 829. III. Caro 
nological Table, 832 
Appian Way, 668 
Appii Forum, 671 
Aquila, 299, 300, 330 
Aquila, the translator of the Old Testa¬ 
ment into Greek, 299 
Arabia,the word as used bv the ancients, 
79 

Aram, 29 

Aramaean Jews, 29 t 

Aratus, the Greek poet of Cilicia, 293 n. 
Araunah, threshing floor of, 578 
Archelaus, son of Herod, 90, 91 ; his 
banishment, 45 

Archelaus, last King of Cappadocia, 190 
Archippus, 371 

Areopagus, 268, 273 ; description of the, 
290 

A ret as, the Arab royal title of, 67 n.; 

coins of, 89 n. 

Arethusn, Pass of, 247 
Argams, Mount, 148 
Aricia, town of, 671 
Aristarchus, 632 

Aristobulus, the, mentioned in Rom. 

xvi. 10, 535 
Aristotle, 277 
Artemio, 115 
Artemisian festi^ul, 428 
Asia, the word as used by the ancients, 
182, et seq. 

Asia Minor, robbers in, 129; ‘water 
floods’ of, 130; caravans in, 131; 
table-lands of, 133; political divisions 
of, 182 7 i. 

.V tapxai, translation of, 428 n. 
Asiarchs, the, 428 
Aspendus, 127 
4 Assemblies of the Wise,’ 49 
Assize-towns of the Romans, 428 
Assos, 214; notice of, 547 
Astrology, passion of the Antiochreans 
for, 103; amongst the Orientals, 
118 

Asvncritus, 635 

Athenian religion, notice of the, 280 
Athenodorus, 88 * 

Athens, scenery around, 268; descrip¬ 
tion of the city of, 268, et seq .; its 
* carefulness in'religion,’ 28p ; pagan¬ 
ism of, contrasted with Christianity, 
296 ; compared with Corinth, 297 
Athos, Mount, 217, 220, 243, 265 


BET 

Attaleia, bay of, 127; town of, 127; 

history and description of, 158 
Attains Philadelphus, 128 
Attalus III., King of Pergamus, 184 
Attica, description of, 268 
4 Augustan Band,’ the, 23 n. 

Augustine, St. on the names of 4 Saulus 9 
Mi '* 4 1 aulus,’ 122 
Aulcn, pass of, 246 

Avros cyw, meaning of, in Rom. vii. 25, 
515 n. 

Avernus Lacus, 665 
Axius, river, 242 


B ARE, 196 n.; 665 

Balaamitcs, or Nico(aitans, 746 
Barbarian, use of tfie word in the N.T., 
7 n. 

Barjesus, the sorcerer, 119 
Barnabas at Antioch, 85, 98; accom¬ 
panies St. Paul to Jerusalem, with 
contribution-money in time of famine, 
105; becomes one of the teachers at 
Antioch, 108; departs for Cyprus, 
110 ; arrives at Seleucia, 112; at 8a- 
lamis, 113; and at Paphos, 115; 
brought before Sergius Paulus, 119 ; 
visits Pamphylia, 126; arrives at 
Perga, 127 ; and at the table-Jand of 
Asia Minor, 133 ; reaches Antioch in 
Pisidia, 138 ; accompanies St. Paul 
to the synagogue there, 138 ; expelled 
from the city, 145 ; journeys towards 
Lycaonia, 145; reaches Iconium, 
145; flies from a conspiracy of the 
Iconians to destroy him, 147 ; reaches 
Lystra, 150; goes to Derbe, 157; 
turns back and revisits Lystra, 
Iconium, and Antioch, 157; reaches 
Perga, 158; accompanies St. Paul to 
Jerusalem, 167; arrives there, 168; 
his address to the Christian confer¬ 
ence at Jerusalem, 170; returns to 
Antioch, 175 ; quarrels with and 
separates from St. Paul, 192, 194 ; 
his subsequent life, 194 
Basil, St., 287 
Basilica, the Roman, 676 
Basilidcs, the Gnostic, 358 n. 

Baptism, infant, 228 
Baris, 582 

Baulos-Dagh, the, 212 n. 

Behistoun, rock inscriptions of, 196 n. 
Beilan Pass, the, 196 
Bij.ua, the, 328 n. ; 583 
Benjamin, lot of, 45 
Berenice, 20, 190, 600, 617 
Beroca, description of, 260 
| Bethesda, pool of, 405 
I Bethsaida, city of, 227 
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BIN 

Bin-bir-Kilisseh, 148 n. 

Bishop, oiHce of, in the Primitive 
Church, ;i JO 

Bithynia, description of, 185 
lioviliie, 672 

Buldur, marble road at, 132 ; lake of 
133, 134 

Burrus, the praetorian prefect, 674 

/"lABBALA, meaning of the word, 
1 366 n. 

Capua, 608 
Caesar, J., 119 

Caesarea, 23, 90 ; its theatre, 100 ; de¬ 
scription of the citv, 000 
Cmsarea IjtrMonis, «rity of, 87 «. 

Cnius or Gams, 312 
Caligula, 68, 91 
Cambunian Hills, the, 242 ». 
Cameniata, Job., history ot; 249 n. 
Campagna of Rome, 032 
Campanian Way, 067 
Candace, Queen, 10 
Cappadocia, description of, 190 
Caprcie, island of, 064 
Cnsilinum, 609 
Casius, Mount, 113 
Catarrlmctes, river, 127 
Caysker, river, 308 
Caystrian meadows, 419 
Cemetery,Christian useof the word,61 n. 
Cenchrc.'c, 209 ; notice of, 330 ; its geo¬ 
graphical position, 037 n. 

Cephas, the name, 382 n. 

Cephisus, river, 270, 277 
Ceramicus, the, at Athens, 273 
Ccrcinitis, the lake, 246 
Ceres, temple of, at Athens, 272 
Cestrus, river, 128 

Charity amongst the earlv Christians. 
107 

‘ Chiefs of Asia,’ 428 
Chios, 368, 549 

Chittim, 124 • ! 

‘Chittim, isles of,’ 124 a ' 

Chloc, family of, 378 
Chrestus, 299 
Chrysorrhoas, river, 72 
Chrysostom, John, 146 
Christianity and Judaism, 26, 27 
Christianity, dissemination of, in An¬ 
tioch in Pisidia, 144; compared with 
Greek philosophy, 284 ; foundation 
of, in Achaia, 367 ; in Home, founder 
of, not known, 497 

’ Christians,’ the name, when first used, 
99; extract from William of Tyre 
respecting, 100 

Ch^sippus the Stoic, his birthplace, 
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Church, the Apostolic, 53 ; chnrity of 
its members, 54 ; first aspect of the, 
55, f><» ; formation of the first, of 
united Jews and Gentiles, 144 ; con¬ 
troversy in the, l(il ; great conference 
ot the Apostles and Klden? of the, 
at .Jerusalem, 170; its decree, 172: 
foundation ot the, in Macedonia, 227; 
constitution of tile Primitive, 338, rt 
serj. ; ordinances ol the, 343 ; festivals 
of the, 346 ; divisions in the, 346; 
heresies in the, 350 

Church ot Philippi,436 ; veneration of, 
tor St. Paul, 436 ; its liberality to the 
Apostle, 436, 468 
Church of 'lyre, 563 
Church, tlie Homan, 679 
Cibyra, ‘ the Birmingham of Asia 
Minor,’ 132 

Cicero, 11, 13; as governor of Cilicia, 
20; at Athens, 277, 278 n. 

Cilicia, 11, 16 ; limigh Cilicia, 17; Plat 
Cilicia, 18; mountain wall of, 18; as 
a Boman province, 20; under Giceio, 
20; description of, 191 
Cilieian Churches, foundation of the, 78 
‘Cilician gates,’ 157, 196 198 n. 

‘ ( dieium ’ tents, 40, 131 
Cimon of Athens, statue of, 274; his 
victory over the Persians at Plataia 
and Salamis, 127 
Cithicron, hills of, 268 
i Citium, Pluenician colony of, 124 n. 
Claudia, 771, 780 n. 

I Claudius Lysias, 584; letter of, to Felix, 
597 «, 

Claudius, the F.niperor, 92. 94; his 
edict banishing the Jews front Home, 
299 

Clennthos, tire Stoic, hymn of, 4 n. 
Cnidus, notice of, 557, 637 
Colonia, observations on the constitu¬ 
tion of a, 225 
Colonna, Cape, 267, 268 
C’olossje, 208 n. ; description of, 690 «. 
Colossians, Epistle to the, 692 
Colossus at Bit odes, the, 558 
Colony, constitution of a Boman, 225 
Commerce, Iioman, 628 
Conference, great, of the Apostles and 
Elders at Jerusalem, 170 
Constantia, 115 
Consular Way, 668 

Contributions for poor Jewish Chris¬ 
tians, 465, 496 

Conventus, use of the word, 427 n. 
Coracesium, cliffs of, i27 
Coressus mountains, 419 
Corinth, 297, 298 ; its early history, 
325; under the Romans, 325; its 
destruction by Mummius, 326; re- 
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^42 *Ep« 

, , w i_„ i Dronanivm, promontory of, 12/ 

establishment of its importance_tm i wif( . „f Felix, 011 

Julius Cicsar, 32u (> f Pyrraohium, 218 »• 


Tulius Cicsar, ;i'2i. ; unmm . 

Corinthian Church, state of, in time of 
C °S S, 4»5 5 its anbsd.ie.it cha- 

Csn-in'thians, First lCpictle t«> 'he, ,i«l 5 

C^nthhms licentious,mss ^ 

Cornelius, 88, 94 5 eonveiMon of, . •>, 

Corn vessels of fcjjypt* <ui0 

Co4, island of, 5:>d Pillci-i 

Cossutiarms Capita, governor of Clin in, 

191 n. 

(Siusc of Athens, 274 «. 

Cra fr us, Mount, 559 

Crasstts, 11? 

Crenides, city of, 22/ 

Crianus 8 *ruler of the Synagogue,’ SIS 
Cross, meaning of the expression, to 
boast in the cross, •!■_'•> »• , 

Croesus and tho ‘ ltphesi.in Letters, 3.1 
Canine, 005 

^{nus“;fl8,40 

CVprus?15, H 97!'ll0; as a Roman pro- 
*vince, 115 ; history of, 

Cyrene, 15 


]) Al BamarisV the female convert at ! 
DamaseuCoT-, roads from, to Jem*- 1 

lem, 05 5 history ot, /1 ; 

Dapline, 103 1 

Delos, slave-trade ot, 1 / 

Demetrius'and the silversmiths, 420 | 

229 

Demosthenes, statue of, 2/4 ; 

Demus, tlie, of 1 hessalomt a, -08 

SX! dly !Ti«. «7. 11)8,200 ; site 
of, 201 , 

‘ Devil,’ and ‘dsemon, 230 
Diana, temple of, at Perga, 128 , statue 
of, by Praxiteles, . o 7 1 . 

Diana of Ephesus, worship of, 3i 1 , 
° Temple of Ephesus, 422 •• worship o , 
423 

Dictearchia, 605 
Dinocrates, 8 

S^r^co^rtat Athens, 235 

Dium, 204 
Drachma, the, 3(4 n. 


1 1 A1IN EbT-MONEY, 443 n. 
l'j Piaster, 543 
Kbionites. tlie, 747 
Edossa. 2(>1 n. 

llyeM/tr, meaning of the, term, 4G( n. 

lignatiu, Via, 244 

Egyptian corn vessels, <>.JU 

Elder, the name, 310 , - 

Elogitnn, the document so called, 2 n. 

lilvmas Rarjesus. 119 

Kpienctus, ‘the lirst-trmt.s of Acliaia, 

312, 535 _* , 

Epaphras, 371, 08(, 092 

Iipaphroditus, Gbu, 000 

■lcLpx‘'». meaning of, Jlh I- 1 »• 

‘ Ephesian letters, 3/ 1 

Eph^Im,s, n Kpis!le'to the, 705 , paral- 
leli-m between it and tlie Lpi.tle u 
the Colossians, 719 

4-20- its celebrated temple, 422, 
polit’ieal constitution of, 42 ( ; tunmlt 
in the city, 430 ; speech ot tlie town 
clerk, 431 

Ephraim, hills of, 595 
Epictetus, philosophy of, -HO 

E„ic,,rea,.s the;n>M‘’^ > r^ce of 

Epicurus', garain 01 , i 
him, 2H5 n. 

Epi men ides of Crete, /51 n. 
iipipohe, 003 

i ;1 r;«»aor,«mce , - Kj t f.pistle 

Epistles of bt. 1 aiu * sicond 
to tlie Thessaloinaiis, .104 , bourn i 
Enistle to tlie Thessaloinaiis, 3>■> . 

First Epistle tP the Cormthians, 

ooi . ;Veond Epistle to the ( orin- 
thia’ns, 440 ; Epistle to the '•inlntians 
47H ■ Epistle to the Romans, 499 , 
Enistle to Philemon, 689 ; to the 

Oilossians, 692 ; to the Ephesians 
I 705 ; to the rinhppmns, (2o ^1 m t 

I t;rTtotheu™772T"Epistle to the 

! Eid»tle" W PaItor.d, 0,1 1 th ® ^"phrases hi 
8-29 ; peculiar words and phrases 

Epiphanlus, bishop of Salamis, 136,194 

^"•rVhf-t-tainment so called, 

403 n. 
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Jnaex. 
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Erast us, 378, 53G 
Erectheitim, the, 27G 
Eski-Karahissar, 208 
Ess ones, the, 20 
Etesian winds, G27 
Euboea, island of, 2(57 
Eunice, mother of Timotheus, 156 
Euroelydon, the, 643 ; etymology of 
the word, G44 n. 

Eurvmedon, river, 127 

Eutychus. restored to life by St.Paul,545 

* Evangelist,’ the term, 566 n. 

Exorcists, Jewish, 375 
Eycrdir, lake of, 183, 134 


Ill n WENS, 630 

1 Famagousta, 114 * 

Felix, 509 ; summoned to Rome, G13 

Festivals of the Primitive Church, 346 

Festus, 614 

Formiae, G60 

Fundi, plain of, 670 

Furies, sanctuary ot the, 274 


C'* ADARENES, demoniacs of the 
v7 country of the, 231 
Gnggitas, river, 226 
Gatus, or Caius, 259, 536 
Galntoi and Keltic, 187 
Galatia, description of, 186 ; foundation 
of, 187 

Galatian Church, state of the, 477 
Galatians, Epistle to the, 478 
Galen, 117 

Gallesus, precipices of, 419 
Galli, the, of Galatia, 209 
Gallio, originally called Annaeus Nova- 
tus, proconsul of Acliaia, 326 
Gamaliel, 47, 56 ; prayer of, 47 n. 

Games of Asia and Ephesus, 428 
Gate of *St. Stephen, 60 
Gauls, settlement of the, in Asia, 187 
Gazith, or 4 the $tone Chamber,’ 58 
Genealogies, the, mentioned in the 
Pastoral Epistles, 354 n. 

Gentiles at the synagogue of Antioch 
in Pisidia, 143 ; addressed by St. 
Paul, 143 ; their reception of the 
Word of God, 144 ; religiously and 
socially separated from the Jews, 161 1 
Gibea, 45 
Gilboa, Mount, 44 
Gnosticism, 691 
Gnostics, 358 n. 

Gophna, 594 
Goruium, 189 n. 

Gospel first preached in Europe, 227 
‘Grace before meat,’ the, as used in the 
Primitive Church, 753 n. 


I VpannaTtvs, the, of Acts xix. 35, 42G 
| 4 Grecians,’ 30 

Greek tongue, 8; a theological lan- 
! guage, 8 ; its universal spread among 
the educated classes, 13 
Greeks, the, 6 ; social condition of, 9 
, Grego, Cape, 113 
Gregory Nazianzene, St., 287 
1 Grotius on the names 4 Saul us ’ an<l 
I 4 Paul us,’ 122 

j Gymnasium, the, in Greek cities, 539 w. 


H AMITS, Mount, 561 

Haliacinon, river, 261 
Hannibal in the licet of Antiochus, 127 
llarmodius ami Aristogciton, statues 
| of, 27 1 

: Hebrews, Fpistle to the, its authorship, 
<81, , ; its readers, 785 ; its object, 

790; text of Epistle, 790 
! Helena, mother of King I antes, 104 
1 Hellenist Jews, 29 
Heresies in the Primitive Church, 355 ; 

in die later Apostolic Church, 170 
Hernias, 535 
! Ilermes, 535 
Heinion, Mount 70 
1 Icrmus, river, 213 
Herod Agrippa I., 23, 92 
; Herod Agrippa II., 550 
Herod Antipas, 6.7 
! Heiodians, the, 29 
; Ilerodion, 535 
Herod, King of Chalcis, 599 
Herod the Great, 22 ; interview with 
j Augustus, 22 ; floath of, 45 
j Ilerod’s theatre and amphitheatre, 540 
; Herostratus, 422 
Hierarchy, the Greek, 425 
Ilillel, Jewish school of, 47 
Hospitality, Christian, 228, 229 
Jlymettus, Mount, 268 


T CON I CM (now Konicli), 145; its 
I history, 145 
Ida, Gulf of, 21 1 ». 

4 Idols, dumb,’ recent discovery o/, at 
Tarsus, 197 n. 

Ilissus. river, 270 
Ilium, New, 216 n. 

Imbros, island r»C, 246 

lllyricmn, 243 ; Greek, 470 ; Roman, 470 

Informers at Rome, 767 

Isauria, 17 ; robbers of, 514 

Isbarta, 130 n. 

Isthmmn (James, 538 ; Stadium, note 
on the, 538 

Isthmus, notice of the, 321 
4 Italian Band,’ the, 23 
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«Italian Cohort,’ the, of Cornelius, 96 
Italy, misery of, during Rome’s splen- 
dour, 12 

Twites, King of Adiabenc, 104 


TACOB’S WELL, 70 
d James the Just, 171 ; Ins address to 
the conference of Christians at Jeru¬ 
salem, 171, 570 
James, St, 105 
Jason, 257, 530 
Jcbel-el-Akrab, 113 

Jerusalem, state of, under the Romans, 

45: conference at, between the Chris- 

tinns and the Pharisaic Christians, 
109 ,, 

Jewish dispersion, the, 14, 15 n. 

Jewish exorcists, 375 
Jewish mode of teaching, 48 
Jewish names, history of, 121 . 

Jewish spiritual pride and exclusive 
bigotry, 143 

Jews, languages • spoken by, at the 
period of the Apostles, 2; religious 
civilisation of the, 3 ; influence of, 
oil the heathen world, 5 ; dispersion 
of 14; colony of, in Babylonia, 14 ; 
in Lydia and Phrygia, 15 ; in Africa, 

14; in Alexandria, 15 ; in Europe, 

15 ; in Rome, 15 ; proselytes of, 15 ; j 
forcibly incorporated with aliens, 16 ; 
Jews in Arabia, 1(1; in the east ot 
the Mediterranean, 111; Jewish sects, 
1!) • Jews not unfrequently Roman 
citizens, 38 ; state of the Jews after 
the death of Herod, 46; mode of 
teaching amongst, 48; almsgiving 
amongst, 54 $ numerous in Salamis, 
114; insurrection of, at Sal am is, 
114; synagogue of, at Antioch in 
Pisidia,* 136 ; spiritual pride and ex¬ 
clusive bigotry of, 143 ; intrigues of 
Judaisers at Antioch, 159 ; influen¬ 
tial position of, at Thessalonica, 186 ; 
colony of, at Bercea, 262 ; in Athens, 
280 ; * ill great numbers in Athens, 
298 ; banished from Romo by com¬ 
mand of the Emperor Claudius, 299 ; 
colonies of, in Asia Minor, 300; 
charges of the, against St. Paul at 
Corinth, 328 ; Jews at Ephesus, 330; 
irritation of the, at the progress of 
Christianity, 541; conspiracy ot, to 
take the life of St. Paul in the Isth¬ 
mus, 541; hatred of, of the Roman 
soldiers at Jerusalem, 583 ; indigna¬ 
tion of, at the appearance of St. 
Paul in the temple, 570 ; slaughter 
of, in the streets_of Caesarea, 0"' i 
Jews iu Rome, 677 


John the Baptist, 364 ; disciples of, 369 
John, St., 105 ; his meeting with St. 
Paul, 174 

John, ‘ whose surname was Mark,’ 100, 
127 ; leaves St. Paul and Barnabas, 
and returns to Jerusalem, 129, 175, 
194 

Jonathan, the high priest, 000 
Joses,. the Lcvite of Cyprus, 97 
Judaisers generally, 350 
Judtea, history of, 000 ; geographies 
position of, 0 ; notices of, 17 ; political 
changes in, 22 ; state of, 46 
Judas, 175, 176 
Julia, 535 
Julius, city of, 46 
Juliopolis, Tarsus so called,38 n. 
Julius, the centurion, 537 
Junius, ‘ kinsman ’ of St. Paul, 535 
Jus Italicmn, remarks on the, 216 n. 
Justus, 314 


K ARA-DAGH, or Black Mountain, 
148 

Kara-dagh, view of, 200 
Keltic and Galatie, 180 
* Keys, The,’ 113 
Kiutaya See Cotvanim 
Konieh. See Iconitim 


T AIIIK, 208 

Jj Laodieea Combmta, 208 
Laodieea, Church of, 705 
Lasata, 610 
Latmns, Mount, 550 
Lehanon, 17 
Lectum, Cape, 540 
Legions, Roman, 003 
Lemnos, 220 

Leoni, Port (the Pirtctis), 269 
Lcontopolis, temple of Omas at, 31 n. 
Libertines synagogue of the, oo 
Limvra, Greek tablets, at, 132 
Linus, 771 

Litis, river, 669 . 

Lissus, ttie modern Alcssis, 244 b. 

Lois, grandmother of Timotheus, 156 
Longinus, governor of Syria, 583 
* Long Legs ’ of Athens the, 2i1 
•Long Walls’ of Athens, 271 
Lucius of Cyrene, 108,109 
Lucrine Lake, oyster beds of, 66o 
Luke, St., his meeting with St. Paul, 
Silas, and Timotheus at Alexandria 
Troas, 218; they sail from Troas, 
219 • arrive at Samotlirace, 220; 
reach Philippi, 223 ; left behind at 
Philippi, 239 ; visited bv St. Paul 
at Philippi, 542 ; they both sail from 
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Philippi and arrive at Troasu 543 ; 
leaves Troas and arrives at Assos, 
547 ; at Miletus, 551 ; at Patara, 
501 ; at Tyre, 502 ; at Csesarea, 500 ; 
at Jerusalem, 509 ; writes his Gospel, 
012 ; accompanies St. Paul from 
Ccesarea to Home, 032 ; remains with 
him till St. Paul’s death, 032, 822 
Lvcabettus, 209 

Lvcaonia, 147 ; drought of, 201 n. 
Lyceum, the, 277 
Lydia, 157 

Lydia, her profession of faith and bap¬ 
tism, 228 

Lystra, city of, 149 ; visited by St. 
Paul, 151 


M ACCAB7EAN shekels, 2 

Maccabees, Second Book of, au¬ 
thorship of, 15 n. 

Macedonia Prima, 243 ; Quarto, 243 
n .; Secunda, 243 ; Tertia, 243 n. 
Macedonia, coins of, 218 
Macedonians, liberality of the, 407 
Maeander. valley of the, 174 ; river. 
553 n. 

Magicians oriental, 118, et seq. 

Mayo?, good and bad senses in which it 
was used, 119 a. 

Mahomedan school, description of, 
42 v. 

Males, Cape, 323 

Mannen, foster brother of Herod Anti- 
pas, 108, 109 

Maran-atha, meaning of the word, 
417 ». 

Marathon, 2G7 
Marius, 119 

Marriages between the Jews and Greeks, 
204 

Mary, 371 
Massicus Ilills, 669 

Meals, customs of Greek and Roman, 
238, 403 n. • 

Megabyzi, or priests of Dlhna, 425 

Melissas, the priestesses so called, 425 

Melita, 658, 659 

Mercurius Propylams, 275 

Mesogcea, region of the, 268 

Messogis, 419 

Milestone, the Golden, 275 

Miletus, 368, 550 

Millo, the causeway, 22 n. 

Minerva Promachus, 269, 272 ; statue 
of, 276 

Minerva Hygieia, statue of, 275 
Minturnas, 669 

Mithridates, King of P^mtus, 190 
Mitylene, notice of, 547 
* Mnason of Cyprus,’ 97, 567 


PAK 

Mopsuestia, 196 w. 

Mummius, 325 
Munychin, height of the, 270 
Museum of Athens, the, 268 
Mycale, 550 

Myra, (535 * 

My si a, description of, 211; remarks on 
the history of, 212 w. 


N ABLOUS or Neapolis, 69 

Narcissus, the, mentioned in Rom. 

| xvi. 11, 535 

| Navigation of the ancients, 623, et seq. 

! 4 Nazarenes.’ 99 

Nazarites, the, 330; the four, 573; 

vow of, 574, 575 
Neapolis, or Nablous, 69 
! Neapolis of Macedonia, 221 
Nereus, 535 

Nero, his marriage with Poppasn, 723 ; 

! converts in the household of, 734 ; 
his character, 742; St. Paul brought 
before, 742 

Neptune, statue of, at Athens, 272 
Nestor, tutor of Tiberius, 88 
‘Nicholas of Antioch,’ 16 
Nicholas, St., 635 
Nicolaitans, or Balaamites, 746 
Nieomedes 111., King of Bithvnia, 185 
Nicopolis, 472 
l Nicopolis in Epirus, 698 
j Nicosia, 114 
| No/xo?, meaning of, 503 n. 

\ 

O LIVES, Mount # of, 581 
Olympus, 535 

j Olympus, Mount, 242, 264 
Onesimus, the slave, 688; meaning of 
j the name, 689 n. 

Onesiphorus, 771 

] Orontes, valley of the, 16; the river, 
101; description of the, 110 
Ortygia, 663 

Overseer, office of, in the Primitive 
J Church, 340 

P ' ACTYAS, Mount, 410 

4 Painted Porch,’ the, 283 
! Palatine, the, 719 
! Pallas, death of, 720 
: Pamphylia, 83; sea of, 127 ; descrip¬ 
tion of, 185 
Pangasus, Mount, 221 
Paoli, village of, in Pisidia, 130 
I Paphos 115; New, history of, 125, et 
i seq. ; Old, 125 
j Parnes, Hills of, 268, 269 
: Paroreia in Phrygia, 134 
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PAR * 

Participles, accumulation of, in Acts 
xvi. <>, 7, 211 7i. ; used substantively, 
401 n. 

Parthenon, the, at Athens, 27b 

4 Paschal Lamb is Christ, who was slain 
for us’ remarks on the passage, 
28 n. 

Patara, harbour of, 500 

Patrobas, 535 

Paul, St., a Pharisee, 27 ; language of 
his infancy, 32; his childhood at 
Tarsus, 34 ; his descent from Benja¬ 
min, 30, 37 ; his early education, 41 ; 
period of his birth, 37 ; his station 
in life, 40 ; his boyhood, 43 ; sent to 
Jerusalem, 43 ; Ins study there, 52 ; 
his early manhood, 53 ; his taste for 
Greek literature, 53; his presence at 
the death of St. Stephen, (>1 ; his per¬ 
secution of the Christians, 01 ; his 
journey to Damascus, 07 n., 08 ; im¬ 
portance of his conversion, 73 ; vision 
of Jesus Christ, 75 ; his call, 75 ; his 
blindness, 70 ; his recovery of sight, 

78 ; Ills baptism, 71) ; his journey 
into Arabia Petrsea, 79 ; his return 
to Damascus, 82 ; conspiracy to as¬ 
sassinate him, 82 ; his escape, 83 ; 
his return to Jerusalem, 81; his 
meeting with the Apostles, 85 ; he 
withdraws to Syria and Cilicia, 87 ; 
travels with Barnabas to Antioch, 

98; carries the contribution money 
from Antioch to Jerusalem, in time 
of famine, 105 ; departs for Cyprus, 
110; arrives at Selcucia, 112; at 
Salamis, 113; a* Paphos, 115; his 
denunciation of Ely mas Barjesus, 
lit), 120 ; his name changed to Paul, 
120 ; visits Pamphylia, 120 ; arrives : 
at Perga, 127 ; journeys to the table¬ 
land of Asia Minor, 133 ; reaches i 
Antioch in Pisidia, 138 ; his address ' 
to the Jews in the synagogue there, ' 
140 ; impression made on his hearers, 

142 ; scene on the following Sabbath, 
143; expelled from the synagogue, 

143 ; turns from the Jews and 
preaches to the Gentiles, 143 ; jour¬ 
neys towards Lycaonia, 145 ; arrives 
at Iconium, 145 ; escapes from a con- . 
spirncy to crush him, 147 ; reaches ; 
Lystra, 150 ; his miracle there, 152 ; i 
worship offered to him, 152 ; his ad- ; 
dress to the Lvstrians, 153 ; stoned ' 
in the city, 155 ; recovers from ap¬ 
parent death, 155; travels to Derbe, ! 
157 ; revisits Lystra, Icomum, and 
Antioch, 157 ; reaches Perga, 158 ; 
travels to Jerusalem, 107; his com- , 
panions on the journey, 107; his ar- 


PAT7 

rival at the Holy City, 108; his 
address to the conference of Chris¬ 
tians in Jerusalem, 170; public re¬ 
cognition of his mission to the 
heathen, 171; his meeting with St. 
John, 174 ; returns to Antioch, 175; 
rebukes St. Peter for his weak con¬ 
duct, 178 ; St. Paul’s personal ap¬ 
pearance, 179 ; St. Peter’s reconcilia- 
tioli with him, 180 ; he proposes to 
Barnabas to visit the Churches, 192 
n. ; quarrels with and separates from 
Barnabas, 192, 193 ; takes Silas with 
him into Cilicia, 195 ; takes Timo- 
theus into companionship, 197 ; 
reaches Iconium, 200 ; journeys 
through Phrygia, 208; arrives at 
Galatia, 210 ; his sickness, 210 ; his 
reception there, 211 ; journeys to the 
2Egcan, 212 ; arrives at Alexandria 
Troas, 217 ; is joined by St. Luke at 
Troas, 219; they sail from Troas, 
219 ; arrive at Samothrace, 223 ; 
reach Philippi, 223; St. Paul preaches 
the Gospel for the first time in Eu¬ 
rope, 227 ; the demoniac slave, 23! ; 
St. Paul scourged and cast into pri¬ 
son, 230 ; his conversion of the jailor, 
237 ; released from prison, 239; 
leaves Philippi, 242 ; arrives at 
Thessalonica, 247 ; visits the syna¬ 
gogue at Thessalonica, 250 ; subjects 
of his preaching, 251 ; his own labour 
for the means of support, 254 ; leaves 
Thessalonica for Bereea, 200 ; arrives 
there, 202 ; leaves the city, 205 ; his 
arrival on the coast of Attica, 208 ; 
lands at Athens, 272 ; his reflections 
amidst the idolatry at Athens, 279 ; 

4 left in Athens alone,’ 279 ; addresses 
the Athenians in the Agora, 287 ; 
goes up to the hill of the Areopagus, 
289 ; his speech to the Athenians, 
292; departs from Athens, 295; 
takes up his abode at Corinth, 295 ; 
his addre s to the Jews in the syna¬ 
gogue there, 301 ; rejoined by Silas 
and Timotbeus, 302 n. ; writes his 
First Epistle to the Thessalonians, 
304 ; he turns from the Jews to the 
Gentiles,. 312 ; his vision, 314 n.; 
writes the Second Epistle to the 
Thessalonians, 315 ; continues to 
reside in Corinth, 320 ; brought by 
the Jews before Gallio, proconsul of 
Aehaia, 327 ; who refuses to hear the 
charges, 328 ; departs from Aehaia, 
330 ; takes his farewell of the Church 
of Corinth, 329 ; sails from Cenchrese 
by Ephesus to Ctesarea, 330 ; visits 
the synagogue at Ephesus, 331 j 
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reaches Caesarea, 332 ; leaves Ca\sarea 
for Jerusalem, 332 ; visits Antioch f 
for the last time, 332 ; departs from ' 
Antioch, 3(13 ; arrives at Ephesus, | 
339; the Musicians of Ephesus 373 ; 
burning of the mystic books, 371 ; ' 
the Apostle pays a short visit to Co¬ 
rinth, 375 ; returns to Ephesus, 377 ; j 
writes the First Epistle to the Corin- j 
tliians, 381 ; his future plans,*117 ; j 
Demetrius and the silversmiths, 42!) ; \ 
Cains and Aristarchus seized by the i 
mob, 131 ; tumult in Ephesus, -131 ; I 
St. Paul bids farewell to the Chris- j 
turns of Ephesus, 432 ; departs from j 
the city, 132 ; arrives at Alexandria I 
Troas, 4»5; peaches the Gospel I 
there, 43o ; sails fiom Troas to Ma-nj 
cedonia, 43(5 ; lands at Neapolis, 43d ; I 
proceeds to Philippi, 43d ; his love I 
for the Philippian Christian*, 43d ; 1 
passes over to Macedonia, 437 ; state 
of his bodily health, 438 ; rejoined 
by Titus, 438 ; writes his Second 
Epistle to the Corinthians, 440 ; he 
collects contributions for the poor > 
Christians in Judaea, 435 ; he jour¬ 
neys southwards, 472 ; his feelings 
on approaching Corinth, 471 ; state 
of«the Galatian Church, 177 ; writes 
his Epistle to the Galatians, 478; ) 
convinces the Corinthians of his ! 
Apostleship, 404 ; he punishes the ! 
disobedient by publicly l asting them I 
out of the Church, 405;, sends a 
letter by Phoebe to the Roman 
Church, 407 ; lii.s Epistle to the Ro¬ 
mans, 499 ; conspiracy of the Jews 
to take his life, 511 ; Hies from Co¬ 
rinth to Macedonia, 511; visits St. 
Luke at Philippi, 542 ; they leave 
there together, 543 ; arrive at Troas, 
544; St. Paul restores the life of 
Eutyehus, 543 ; leaves Troas and ar¬ 
rives at Assos, •w. ; at Miletus, 551 ; 
his speech to the Ephesian presbyters ! 
there, 553 ; he departs from Miletus, 
553 ; arrives at Patara, 531 ; sails 
for Phoenicia, 531 ; arrives at Tyre, , 
533 ; leaves Tyre, 534 ; arrives at 
Ciesarea, 535 ; meets with Philip the 
Evangelist, 535 ; warned by Agabus 
of danger to be apprehended at Je¬ 
rusalem, 533 ; sets out for Jerusalem, 
537 ; his reception by the Presby¬ 
ters, 570 ; advice of the Christians of 
Jerusalem to St. Paul, 573 ; the four 
Nazarites, 573 ; St. Paul seized at 
the festival of Pentecost, 573 ; beaten 
by the mob, 583 ; rescued by Clau¬ 
dius Lysias, 585; his conversation 


with Lysias, 585 ; the Apostle ad¬ 
dresses the multitude from the stairs, 
583 ; their rage, 588 ; M i ntt need by 
L\ sias to ‘receive the lashes,'* 588; 
asserts Ins rights as a Roman citizen, 
;>X9 ; taken helbie the Sanhedrin, 
5*9 ; struck by older of the high 
priest Ananias, 590 ; tuimik in the 
judgment -hall, 591 ; the Apostle 
taken back to the fortress, 592 ; con- 
spiiacy to assassinate him, 593 ; the 
plot discovered. 593; removed by 
IA sias to Cicsarca to he judged by 
Felix, 591 ; ordered to be kept in 
llerod’s pnetorium, 599 ; summoned 
before Felix, 308 ; charges brought 
against him, 308 ; his speech before 
Felix, 30!) ; remanded, 310 ; brought 
up again before the gov ernor, 311 ; 
imprisoned again, 312; brought be¬ 
fore Festus, 313; his ‘Appeal unto 
CiVsar,’ 313 ; brought, before Herod 
Agrippa II., 317 ; his speech to the 
King, 018 ; depaits trom C:c>area for 
Rome, 030 ; puts into Sidon, 032 ; 
reaches Myra, 33 1 ; Cnidus, 333 ; an¬ 
chors at Fair Havens, 339 ; sails from 
Fair Havens, 313 ; the storm, 3 13; 
leaky slate of the vessel, St. i'aid’s 
vision, 350 ; his address to the sailors, 
351 ; they anchor for the night, 052 ; 
wrecked on the coast of Mclita, 358; 
his miracles at Malta, 330 ; sails from 
Malta, 332 ; puts into Syracuse, 002 ; 
visits Rhegiuiu, 333 ; reaches Putcoli, 
333 ; journey fiom Puteoli towards 
Rome, 337 ; reaefles Rome, 373 ; his 
interview with the Jews there, 382 ; 
his occupations during his imprison¬ 
ment at Rome, 383 ; Onesimiis, 387 ; 
the Apostle writes his Epistle to 
Philemon, 389 ; writes his Epistle to 
the (’olossians, 392 ; writes his Epistle 
to the Ephesians, 705 ; visited by 
Epaphroditus,722 ; writes his Epistle 
to the Philippians, 725 ; he makes 
many converts in N< ro’s household, 
734; his trial before Nero, 741 ; 
charges brought against him, 7 J3 ; 
acquitted, 715 ; he goes to Asia and 
Spain, 713 ; writes his First Epistle 
to Timotheus, 7 18 ; writes his Epistle 
to Titus, 759 ; his second imprison¬ 
ment at Rome, 735 ; lirst stage of 
his final trial, 739 ; is remanded to 
prison, 770; writes his second Epistle 
to Timotheus, 772 ; his death, 781 

Pau sanies, his visit to, and description, 
of, Athens, 237 

Pedalium, the, of Strabo and Ptolemy, 
114 
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Pediseus, river, 114 
Pella, 242 

Pentecost, feast of, at Jerusalem, 574 
Perga, 128 

Pericles, statue of, at Athens, 207 
Peripatetics, the, 277 
Persis, 535 
Pessinus, 200 

Peter, St., 56, 96 ; in captivity, 105 ; 
his address to the conference of 
Christians at Jerusalem, 170; his 
weak conduct at Antioch, 177 ; 
openly rebuked by St. Paul, 178; 
St. Peter’s personal appearance, 179 ; 
his reconciliation with St. Paul, 180 
Persecution of Nero, 735, 766 
Pessinus, capital of the Tolistaboii, 
189 n. 

Petra, origin of the Arab city of, 
67 n. 

Petronius, 92 
Phaleric Wall, the, 271 
Pharisaic Christians at Jerusalem, 572 
Pharisees, the, 27 *, in Jerusalem, 169 
Phaselis, promontory of, 130 ; battles 
of, 127 

Philemon, 371 ; Epistle to, 689 
Philip, son of Herod the Great, 23 
Philip, tetrarcli of Gaulonitis, 46 
Philip, the Asiarch, 430 
Philip, the Evangelist, the companion 
of Stephen, 65, 565 ; his family, 566 
Philippi, description of, 222 
Philippians, Epistle to the, 725 
Philologus, 535 

Philomelium, city of, 134 ; identified 
with Ak-Sher, 135“; 208 
Philosophy, Greek, notice of the older, 
282 ; later schools, 286 ; spread of, 
287 

Phlegon, 535 
Phcebe of Cenchreoe, 497 
Phoenicians, the, 7 
Phoenix, harbour of, 641 
Physicians among the ancients, 241 
Pieric Valley, the, 245 n. 

Piraeus, the, 268, 270 
Pisidia, 129 ; robbers of, 129 ; violence 
of its flooded rivers, 130 ; mountain 
scenery of, 131, 133 

Piso, the proconsul of Macedonia, 243 n. 
Plataia, battle of, 127 
Plato, philosophy of, 283 
Pliny on the Conventus, or assize-town, 
427 

Pnyx, the, 268, 273 275 

Polemo II., King of Pontus, 19, 20, 
190 # - 

Politarchs, the, of Thessalonica, 258 
Polycarp, martyrdom of, 431 n. 
Pompeiopolis, 17 


Pompey the Great, 17 ; in Damascus, 
21; at Jerusalem, 22 
Pomptine marshes, 670 
Pontus, last King of, 20 
Pontus, description of, 189 
* Pontus,’ origin of the name, 190 n. 
Pontus Galatieus, 190 n. 

Poppsea, 723, 745 

Posidonium at the Isthmus of Corinth, 
537* 

Posts established by Augustus, 720 
Praetorian Guards, 604 
Praetorium, 719 
Praxitiles, 273 

‘ Presidents of the Games,* 428 

Priam, Palace of, 544 

Prion, Mount, 420, 433 

Priscilla, 299 w., 300, 331, 369, 381 n. 

Proconsuls, 116 

Propraetors, 116, et seq. 

Proselytes, Jewish, 15 
Proselytes, female, at Damascus, 15, 
137 ; at Antioch in Pisidia, 145 
Proseucha at Lystra, 157 ; the word, 
226 

Ptolemais, 564 
Pudens, 771 
Puteoli, 663, 666 
Pydna, 264 

Pythagoras, philosophy of, 282 » 


/AUADRATUS, governor of Syria, 
W 600 
Quartus, 536 


R ABBINISM,’ 46 

Resurrection of the body, 413 n. 
et seq . 

Iihegium, 663 
Rhodes, notice of, 557 
Rhodian fleet at Phaselis, 127 
Rhyndacus, river, 213 
Roman Church, 117; jnaine of founder 
not known, 117 

Roman amphitheatre, 10; army, the, 
603; commerce, 628; fleet at Pha¬ 
selis, 127; power in the East, 9; 
growth-and government of, 9 
‘ Roman,’ meaning of the word in the 
New Testament, 224 n. 

Rome, description of, 672 
Rufus, 558 


OADDUCEES, the, 27, 56 
O Sagalassus, 130 w. 

St. John, at Ephesus, 433 

St. Paul’s Bay, view of, 659 

Salamis, 110, 113; copper mines ai, 



SAL 

114; destroyed, 114; sea tight at, 
114; battle of, 127, 267 
Salonica, Gulf of, 265 
Samaria, 597 
Samaritans, the, 29, 65 
Samian shipbuilders, 325 
Samos, 368 

Sa'tnothraee, 217, 218, 220 
Samuel the Little, 47 n. 

Sangarius, river, 213 
Sanhedrin, the, 46, 57, 58 ; its power 
,ovcr foreign synagogues, 67, 192 
Saronic Gulf, 267 
Sarus, river, 199 
Sav, village of, 130 n. 

Sav-Sou, river, 130 n. 

Saul. Sec Caul, S^, ‘ Saul ’ and ‘ Paul,’ 
the word‘d, 39 

Sceva, sons of, the exorcists, 373 
Schools, Jewish, 50 ; customs in, 51 
Scliarnmai, Jewish school of, 47 
Schoenus, port of, 324 
Seio, 549 

Secundus of Thessaloniea, 259 
Seleucia, foundation of, 101, 111 ; im¬ 
mense excavation at, 112 ; its excel 
lent harbour, 112 
Seleucus Nicator, 100 
Selge, 130 

Senega, the philosopher, 327, 723 
Sergius Paulas, 115, 117 
Serres, 239 

‘ Seven Capes,’ the, 559 
Sharon, plaiu of, 596 
Sheba, Queen of, 16 
Shipbuilders of Samos, 325 
Ships of the ancients, 623, et set/. 

Side, 127 

Sid on, notice of, 632 
Silas, 175, 176; accompanies St. Paul 
to Cilicia, 195 ; scourged and cast 
into prison at Philippi, 236 ; released 
from prison, 239; leaves Philippi, 
240; visits the synagogue at Tliessa- 
lonica, 245; accompanies St. Paul to 
Bercea, 262 ; lelx behind with Timo- 
theus, at Bercea, 263 ; joins St. Paul 
at Corinth, 301 ; accompanies the 
Apostle to Ephesus, Caesarea, and 
Jerusalem, 331, 332 ; remains at Je¬ 
rusalem, 362 

Silvanus the pioconsul, 427 
Silversmiths of Ephesus, 429 
Simeon, father of Gamaliel, 47 
Simeon, son of Gamaliel, 47 n. 

Simeon, surnamed Niger, 108, 109 
Simon Magus, 374 n. 

Sinuessa, 669 
Slave-trade of Delos, 17 
Smyrna, 368 

Socrates, character of, 282 
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Soli, town of, 17 
Solomon, temple of, 578 
Solon, statue of, 274 
Sopater of Ber<ea, 259 
Sorcery, Jewish, 375 
Sosipater, 536 n. ; 5 42 
Sost hones, chief of the Corinthian Jew¬ 
ish synagogue, 328 ; beaten by the 
Greek mob, 329 
Stacliys, 535 

Stadium, Isthmian, Note on the, 537 
Stadia, in Asia Minor, 539 
Stagirus, 217 n. 

Stephen, St. 55, 56, 58, 59; his trial*, 
his martyrdom, 60, 01 ; his prayer, 
61 ; his burial, (54 
! Stephen, St., gate of, 61 ». 

I Stimulus, or **crpor, the, 75 n. 

Stoa Pceoile, ‘lie, 278 
| Stocks, the, 235 

j Stoics, 27*; their philosophy, 285 
I Strabo’s tower, (505 
! Strom boli, 663 
Strvmon, river, 242 
Students, Jewish, 51 
Sulla at Athens, 271 
‘Sultan Tareek’ road, 134 
, Sitniuni, Cape of, 267 
i Sycar, city of, 65 n. 
j Symbolum, Mount, 222 n. 
i ‘Synagogue of the Libertines,’ 55; 
j tlie lirst, 50 ; number of, in Jerusalem, 
j 50 ; in Salamis, 114 ; in Antioch in 
1 Pisidia, 136; ancient and modern* 
137, 143; the, at Thessaloniea, 250; 
at Athens, 280 ; at Corinth, 301 
Svnnada, 209 n. ^ 

Syntyche, 724 
Syracuse, 662 
‘Syrian Gates,’ the, 196 


TALUTII, the, 137 
-L Talmud, the, 48 
Tarsus, 18 ; coin of, 18 ».; named ‘Me¬ 
tropolis/ 18 ; condition of, under the 
Komans, 19 ; not a niunicipium, 38 ; 
scenerv of, 40 

Taurus, Mount* 16, 128 n., 197 
‘Taverns, The Three,’ 671 
Tavium, capital of the Eastern Gala¬ 
tians, 190 n. 

Tectosages, the, 188 
Ternpe. Vale of, 265 
Temple, position of the, 578; temple 
of Solomon, 578 ; that of Zerubbabel, 
578; that of Herod, 578; the Outer 
Court,^78 ; ‘ Porch of Solomon/ 579 ; 
the ‘ Beautiful Gate,’ 579; the sanc¬ 
tuary, 579; * Court of the Women,’ 
579; the Treasury, 580; the Court of 
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Israel, 580 ; the Court of the Priests, 
580 ; the hall, Gazitli, 580 ; the Altar, 
580 ; the Vestibule, 581 ; the Holy 
Place, 581 ; the Iloly of Holies, 581; 
connection of the Temple with the 
fortress’ Antonia, 582 
Tertullus, 607 
Tetrapolis, the, 101 
Teucer, kingdom of. 111 
Thais, toinb of, 587 
Thales, philosophy of, 282 
Thainna, 506 
Tlmsos, 221 

Theatre, the, of Athens, 274 
Theda, St., of Iconium, 147 
Themistocles, tomb of, 270 ; his forti¬ 
fication of the Piricus, 270 
Therapeutic, the, 20 
Therma, 182 
Thermopylae, 267 
Thcssalonian letters, the, 251 
Thessalonians, First Epistle to the, 304 ; \ 
Second, 315 

Thessalonica, 235 ; description of, 218; 
'flies: alv, 213 

Tiberias, 23; city of, 40 ; sea of, 73 
Tiberius, 01, 110 
Tiberius Alexander, 583 500 

Tigraues, 112 

Timotheus, 156, 157, 201; birthplace, 
of, 202 n .; becomes the companion 
of St. Paul, 208 ; his circumcision, 
205 ; reaches Iconium, 206 ; accom¬ 
panies St. Paul to Galatia, and to 
the >Egean, 210, 212 ; sails from 
Troas, 210 ; arrives at Samothrace, 
220 ; at Philippi, 222 ; left behind at 
Philippi, 230 ; again with Sr. Paul at 
Beroea, 262; left behind at Benea, 
263; joins St. Paul at Corinth, 301 ; 
accompanies St. Paul in his subse¬ 
quent journeys, 320, et ser/. ; de¬ 
spatched by St. Paul from Ephesus to 
Macedonia, 378; First Epistle to, 
748; Second Epistle to, 772 
Titus, 167, 169, 170 ; visits St. Paul at 
Philippi, 438 ; his account of the 
state of the Church of Corinth, 438 ; 
directed by St. Pau^ to return to 
Corinth, 430; his character, 460; 
St. Paul’s Epistle to, 750 
Tongues, gift of, remarks on the, 400 «. 
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, * Town-clerk,’ the, of the authorised 
1 version of the Bible, 426 
! Tciopium, promontory of, 557 
! Troas, description of, 514. See Alex¬ 
andria Troas 
TrogyIlium, 550 
Tropliimus, 435, 455 n. 

Tryphena, 535 
Tryphosa, 535 
4 Tulliamtm,’ the, 235 
i Tyana, 200 «. 

I Tvehicus, 435, 688, 702 
Tyrannus, 370 
j Tyre, 563, 564 

U NCHASTE behaviour condemned, 
302 

Unknown Gods, altars of the, 271, 281 
LTbanus, 535 

Urbs libera, constitution of, 257 ; its 
privileges, 257 

V ALENTINUS, the Gnostic, 358 
Ventiditp Cuinaiiu-, 583 
Venus, worship of, 121 
Vestments, the sacred, 583, 500 
Via Appia, 667 ; Egnatia, 245 
ViteUius, 68, 02 
Vulturous, river, 660 


W ALLS, LONG,’ of Athens, 271 

Women, influence of, over the 
religious opinions of the ancients, 
111; their holy influence iu early 
Christianity, 228 

Writing-materials employed by St. 
Paul, 721 n. 


X ANTHUS, river, 380 ; valley ol the, 
131 


Z A BEANS, the, 364 
Zea, 271 n. 

Zealot, the term, 481 v. 

Zealots, the, 29 

Zeno, school of, 278; his philosophy, 
283 

Zerubbabcl, temple of, 578 
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and Hymn for Every Day in the Church’s Year. 16 mo. 2s. 6df A Iso a 
Cheap Edition, 321110, is .; or cloth gilt, is. 6 d. 

FIVE MINUTES. Daily Readings of Poetry. t6 mo. 3 s. 6d. Also a 
Cheap Edition. 32 mo. * is. ; or cloth gilt, is. 6 d. 

WEARINESS. A Book for the Languid and Lonely. Large Type. 
Small 8 vo. 3s. 

THE LIGHT OF THE CONSCIENCE. i6mo. 2s. 6 d. 32mo. is. ; 
cloth limp , 6d. 

CHRISTIAN BIOGRAPHIES. Nine Cols. Crown 8vo. 3s. 6 d. each. 
Madame L?>uise de France,, , The Revival of Priestly Life 
Daughter of Louis xv., known : in the Seventeenth Century 

also as the Mother T6r6se de ! in France. 

St. Augustin. ! a Christian Painter of the 

A Dominican Artist: aSketchof ! Nineteenth Century. 
the Life of the Rev. Pore Besson, 
of the Order of St. Dominic. 

Henri Perreyve. By A. Gratry. 

St. Francis de Sales, Bishop and 
Piince of Geneva. 


Bossuet and iiis Contempora¬ 
ries. 

FEnei.on, Archbishop of Cam- 
bkai. 

Henri Dominique Lacokdaire. 


DEVOTIONAL WORKS. Edit 
Uniform Editions. Nine Vols 

FEnelon’s Spiritual Letters 
to Men. 

Fenelon’s Spiritual Letters 
to Women. 

A Selection from the Spiri¬ 
tual Letters of Sr. Francis 
df. Sales. 

The Spirit ok St. Francis de 
Sales. 

Library of Spiritual Works for 

Edition.* With Kfd Borders. Sm 
Editions. 16mo. 2s. 6d. each. 


•by H. L. Sidney Lear. New and 
16 mo. 2s. 61 1. each. 

The Hidden Life of the Soul. 
The Light of the Conscience' 

Self-Renuncbation. From the 
French. 

St. Frances de Sales’ Of the 
Love of God. 

Selections from Pascal's 
Thoughts. 

English Catholics. Original 

all8vo. 5*. each. New and Cheaper 


OF THE IMITATION OF 
CHRIST. 

THE SPIRITUAL COMBAT. 

By Laurence Scupoli. 

THE DEVOUT LIFE. By St. 
Francis de Sales. 


OF THE LOVE OF GOD. By 
St. Francis de Sales. 

THE CONFESSIONS OF ST. 

AUGUSTINE. In Ten Books. 
THE CHRISTIAN YEAR. $s. 
Edition only. 
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Liddon.— Works by Henry Parry Liddon, D.D., D.C.L., LL.D., 
late Canon Residentiary and Chancellor of St. Paul’s. 
LECTURES AND ESSAYS. Crown 8 vo. 

THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 8 vo. 

SERMONS ON OLD TESTAMENT SUBJECTS. Crown 8 vo. 5*. 
SERMONS ON SOME WORDS OF CHRIST. Crown 8 vo. 5*. 

THE DIVINITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. 
Being the Bampton Lectures for 1866. Crown 8vo. 5.1. 

ADVENT IN ST. PAUL’S. Sermons bearing chiefly on the Two 
Comings of our Lord. Two Vo/s. Crown 8 vo. 3J. §d. each. . Cheap 
Edition in one Volume. Crown 3 vo. 5 s. 

CHRISTMASTIDE IN ST. PAUL’S. Sermons bearing chiefly on the 
Birth of our Lord and the End of the Year. Crown 8 vo. sr. 

PASSIONTIDE SERMONS. Crown 8 vo. 5.1. 

EASTER IN ST. PAUL’S. Sermons bearing chiefly on the Resurrec¬ 
tion of our Lord. Two Vols. Crown 8 vo. 3.?. 6 d. each. Cheap 
Edition in one Volume. Crown 8 vo. 5s. 

SERMONS PREACHED BEFORE THE UNIVERSITY O 
OXFORD. Two Vols. Crown 8 vo. 31. 6 d. each. Cheap Edition 
one Volume. Crown 8 vo. $s. 

THE MAGNIFICAT. Sermons in St. Paul’s. Crown 8 vo. as. 6d. 

SOME ELEMENTS OF RELIGION. Lent Lectures. Small 8vo. 
» as. 6d. ; or in paper cover, is. 6 d. 

The Croiun 87 >o Edition (5 s.) may still be had. 

SELECTIONS 4 FROM THE WRITINGS OF H. P. LIDDON, D.D. 
Crown 8 vo. 3-f. 6 d. 

MAXIMS AND GLEANINGS FROM THE WRITINGS OF H. P. 
LIDDON, D.D. Selected and arranged by C. M. S. Crown i6mo. is. 


DR. LIDDON’S TOUR IN EGYPT AND PALESTINE IN 1886. 
Being Letters descriptive of the Tour, written i>y his Sister, Mrs. King. 
Crown 8 vo. 5 -r. 

Lnckock.— Works by Herbert Mortimer Luckock, D.D., 
Canon of Ely. 

AFTER DEATH. An Examination of the Testimony of Primitive 
Times respecting the State of the Faithful Dead, and their Relationship 
to the Living. Crown 8w. 6s. 
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Lnckock.— Works by Herbert Mortimer Luckock, D.D. 
Canon of Ely— continued. 

THE INTERMEDIATE STATE BETWEEN DEATH AND 
"JUDGMENT. Being a Sequel to After Death. Crown ivo. 6s. 

FOOTPRINTS OF THE. SON OF MAN, as traced by St. Mark. Being 
Eighty Portions - for Private Study, Family Reading, and Instruc¬ 
tions in Church. Two yols. Crown 8 vo, 12 s. Cheap Edition in one 
Uol. Crown 8 vo. 5 s. 

THE DIVINE LITURGY. Being the Order for Holy Communion, 
Historically, Doctrinally, and Devotionally set forth, in Fifty Portions. 
'\£rown (fyo. 6s. 

STUDIES IN THE HISTORY OF THE BOOK OF COMMON 
•PRAYER. The Anglican Reform—The Puritan Innovations— The 
Elizabethan Reaction—The Caroline Settlement. With Appendices. 
Crown 8 vo. 6s. 

THE BISHOPS IN THE TOWER. A Record of Stirring Events 
affecting the Church and Nonconformists from the Restoration to the 
Revolution. Crown 8 vo. 6s. 

'-YRA GERMANICA. Hymns translated from the German by 

• Cathkrink Winkworth. Small ivo. 5 s. 

AlacColl.— CHRISTIANITY IN RELATION TO SCIENCE 
AND MORALS. By the Rev. Malcolm MacColl, M.A., Canon 
Residentiary of Ripon. Crown 8 vo. 6s. 

Mason— Works by A. J. Mason, D.D., formerly*Fellow of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. 

THE FAITH OF THE GOSPEL. A Manual of Christian Doctrine. 
Crown &vo. 35.6 d. Also a Large-Paper Edition for Marginal Notes. 
e,to. 12s. 6d. 

THE RELATION OF CONFIRMATION TO BAPTISM. As taught 
in Holy*Scripture and the Fathers, Crown 8 vo. ys. 6d. 

Mercier.— OUR MOTHER CHURCH : Being Simple Talk 

on High Topics. By Mrs. Jerome Mercier. Small ivo. 3s. 6d. 

Molesworth.— STORIES OF THE SAINTS FOR CHIL¬ 
DREN : The Black Letter Saints. By Mrs. Molesworth, Author 
of ‘The Palace in the Garden,’etc. etc. With Illustrations. Royal 
16 mo. 5 s. 
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Mozley.—Works by J. B. Mozley, D.D., late Canon of Christ 
Church, and Regius Professor of Divinity at Oxford. 

ESSAYS, HISTORICAL AND THEOLOGICAL. TwoVols. 8 vo. 34J. 

EIGHT LECTURES ON MIRACLES. Being the Bampton Lectures 
for 1865. Crown 8 vo. 7 s. 6d. 

RULING IDEAS IN EARLY AGES AND THEIR RELATION TO 
OLD TESTAMENT FAITH. Lectures delivered to Graduates of 
the University of Oxford. 8 vo. 10s. 6d. 

SERMONS PREACHED BEFORE THE UNIVERSITY OF 
OXFORD, and on Various Occasions. Crown 8 vo. ys. 6 d. 

SERMONS, PAROCHIAL AND OCCASIONAL. Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

Mozley.—Works by the Rev. T. Mozley, M.A., Author 
of ‘Reminiscences of Oriel College and the Oxford 
Movement.’ 

THE CREED OR A PHILOSOPHY. Crown 8 vo. 

THE WORD. Crown 8 vo. 7 s. 6d. 

THE SON. Crown 8 vo. 7 s. 6 d. 

LETTERS FROM ROME ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
CECUMENICAL COUNCIL 1869.1870. Two Vols. Cr. 8 vo. 18s. 

Newbolt. —Works by the Rev. W. C. E. Newbolt, M.A., Canon 
and Chancellor of St. Paul’s. 

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT. Being Ten Addresses bearing on 
the Spiritual J- ife. Crown 8 vo. 2 s. 6d. 

THE MAN OF GOD. Being Six Addresses delivered during Lent at 
the Primary Ordination of the Right Rev. the Lord Alwyne Compton, 
D.D., Bishop of Ely. Small 8vo. is. 6d. 

THE VOICE OF THE PRAYER BOOK. Being Spiritual Addresses 
bearing on the Book of Common Prayer. Crown 8 vo. 2 s. 6d. 

Newnham.—THE ALL-FATHER: Sermops preached in a 
Village Church. By the Rev. H. P. Newnham. With Preface by 
Edna Lyall. Crown 8 vo, 4.). 6 d. 

Ne-wnham.— ALRESFORD ESSAYS FOR THE TIMES. By 
Rev. W. O. Newnham, M.A., late Rector of Alresford. Contents :— 
Bible Story of Creation—Bible Story of Eden—Bible Story of the 
Deluge—After Death—Miracles : A Conversation—Eternal Punishment ? 
—The Resurrection of the Body. Crown 8 vo. 6s. 
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Newman.— Works by John Henry Newman, B.D., sometime 
Vicar of St. Mary’s, Oxford. 

PAROCHIAL AND PLAIN SERMONS. Eight Vols. Cabinct*kdition. 

■ Crcrtvn 8vo. 5s. each. Popular Edition. y. 6d. each. 

SELECTION. ADAPTED TO THE SEASONS OF THE ECCLE¬ 
SIASTICAL YEAR, from the ' Parochial and Plain Sermons.' 
Cabinet Edition. Crown 8 vo. 5 s. Popular Edition, y. 6d. 

FIFTEEN SERMONS PREACHED BEFORE THE UNIVERSITY 
OF OXFORD. Cabinet Edition. Crown 8vo. y. Popular Edition, 
y. 6,1.' 

SERMONS BEARING UPON SUBJECTS OF TIIE DAY. Cabinet 
Edition* Crown 8 vo. y. Ropular Edition. Crown 8vo. y. 6d. 

LECTURES ON TIIE DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION. Cabinet 
Edition. Crown 8 vo. y. Popular Edition. 31. 6d. 

THE LETTERS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF JOHN HENRY 
NEWMAN DURING HIS LIFE IN THE ENGLISH CHURCH. 
With a Brief Autobiographical Memoir. Arranged and Edited by 
Anne Mozley. Two Vols. 8 vo. 305. net. 

*„* For other Worhs by Cardinal Newman, see Messrs. Longmans A Co.'s Catalogue 
of Worhs in General Literature. 

Osborne.— Works by Edward Osborne, Mission Priest of the 
Society of St. John the Evangelist, Cowley, Oxford. 

THE CHILDREN'S SAVIOUR. Instructions to Children on the Life 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Illustrated. 16 mo. as. 6d. 

THE SAVIOUR-KING. Instructions to Children on Old Testament 
Types and Illustrations of the Life of Christ. Illustrated. 16 mo. as. 6d. 

THE CHILDREN’S FAITH. Instructions to Children on the Apostles' 
Creed. Illustrated. 16mo. as. 6d. 

Oxenden. —Works by the Right Rev. Ashton Oxenden, for¬ 
merly Bishop of Montreal. 

PLAIN SERMONS. Crown 8 vo. 

THE HISTORY ( 3 f MY LIFE : An Autobiography. Crown 8vo. 5 s. 

PEACE AND ITS HINDRANCES. Crown 8vo. is. ; sewed, as., cloth. 

THE PATHWAY OF SAFETY ; or, Counsel to the Awakened. Pcap. 
8 no, large type. as. 6d. Cheap Edition. Small type, limp. is. 

THE EARNEST COMMUNICANT. New Red Rubric Edition. %amo. 
cloth, as. Common Edition, yamo, is. 

OUR CHURCH AND HER SERVICES. Fcap. 8 vo. as. 6d. 

[ continued. 
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Oxenden.— Works by the Right Rev. Ashton Oxendef 

formerly Bishop of Montreal— continued. h<; 

FAMILY PRAYERS FOR FOUR WEEKS. First Series. Fcaf. S 
2 s. 6d. Second Series. Fcaf. 8 vo. as. 6 d. ’ 

Large Type Edition. Two Series in one Volume. Crown 8 vo. 6s. 
COTTAGE SERMONS; or, Plain Words to the Poor. Fcaf. Svo. as. 6d. 
THOUGHTS FOR HOLY WEEK. 16 mo, cloth, is. 6 d. 

DECISION. x8 mo. is. 6d. 

THE HOME BEYOND ; or, A Happy Old Age. Fcaf. Svo. is. 6 d. 
THE LABOURING MAN’S BOOK. iSmo, large type, cloth, is. 6 d. 

<• y 

Paget. —Works by Francis Paget, D.D., Dean of Christ Churcl 
Oxford. A. 

THE SPIRIT OF DISCIPLINE: Sermons. Crown Svo. 6s. 6d. 

FACULTIES AND DIFFICULTIES FOR BELIEF AND Dr?' 
BELIEF. Crown Svo. 6s. 6d. his 

THE HALLOWING OF WORK. Addresses given at Eton, Jam , 
16-18, 1888. Small Svo. 2 s. • Y 

PRACTICAL REFLECTIONS. By a Clergyman. With 
Prefaces by H. P. Liddon, D.D., D.C.L., and the Bishop of Lincoiti. 
Crown Svo. 

Vol. I.— The Holy Gospels. 4 s. 6d. I The Psalms. 5s. 

Vol. II.— Acts to Revelation. 6s. \ The Book of Genesis. 4 s. 6d. 

PRIEST (THE) TO THE ALTAR ; or, Aids to the Devout 
Celebration of Holy Communion, chiefly after the Ancient English 
Use of Sarum. Royal Svo. 12 s. 

Pusey.—Works by the Rev. E. B. Pusey, D.D. 

PRIVATE PRAYERS. With Preface by H. P. Liddon, D.D. 32 mo. is. 
PRAYERS FOR A YOUNG SCHOOLBOY. With a Preface by 
H. P. Liddon, D.D. as,mo. is. 

SELECTIONS FROM THE WRITINGS OF FDWARB BOUVERIE 
PUSEY, D.D. Crown Svo. 3.1. 6 d. 

MAXIMS AND GLEANINGS FROM THE WRITINGS OF 
EDWARD BOUVERIE PUSEY, D.D. Selected and Arranged for 
Daily Use. By C. M. S. Crown 1 6mo. is. 

Reynolds.— The NATURAL HISTORY of IMMORTALITY. 
By the Rev. J. W. Reynolds, M.A., Prebendary of St. Paul’s. 
Crown 3 vo. 7 s. 6d. 
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3anday.—THE ORACLES OF GOD : Nine Lectures on the 
Nature and Extent of Biblical Inspiration and the Special Significance 
of the Old Testament Scriptures at the Present Time. * By W. 
„ Sanday, M.A., D.D., LL.D., Dean Ireland’s Professor of Exegesis 
and Fellow of Exeter College. Crown 8m 4 s. 

Seebohm.—THE OXFORD REFORMERS—JOHN COLET, 
ERASMUS, AND THOMAS MORE: A History of their Fellow- 
Work. By Frederic Seebohm. 8 vo. 141. 

Stanton.—THE PLACE OF AUTHORITY IN MATTERS 
OF RELIGIOUS BELIEF. By Vincent Henry Stanton, D.D., 
^Fellow of Trinity Coll., Ely Prof, of Divinity, Cambridge. Cr. 8 vo. 6s. 

3tephen—ESSAYS IN ECCLESIASTICAL BIOGRAPHY. 

• By the Right Hon. Sir J. Stephen. Crown 8 vo. 7s. 6d. 

Swayne—THE BLESSED DEAD IN PARADISE. Four 
All Saints’ Day Sermons, preached in Salisbury Cathedral. By R. 
G. Swayne, M.A. Crown 8 vo. 35. 6 d. 
veddell.—THE SOUL IN CONFLICT. A Practical Exami¬ 
nation of some Difficulties and Duties of the Spiritual Life. By 
Marshall Tweddell, M.A., Vicar of St. Saviour, Paddington. 
Crown 8 vo. 6s. 

dwells.—COLLOQUIES ON PREACHING. By Henry 

T wells, M.A., Honorary Canon of Peterborough. Crown 8 vo. 2s. 6 d. 


Welldon. — THE FUTURE AND THE PAST. Sermons 
preached to Harrow Boys. By the Rev. J. E. C. Welldon, M.A., 
Head Master of Harrow School. Crown 8vo. 7 s. 6 d. 

Williams.— Works by the Rev. Isaac Williams, B.D. 

A DEVOTIONAL COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL NARRA 
'FIVE. Right Vols. Crown 8 vo. 5 s. each. Sold separately. 


Our Lord’s Ministry (Third Ye.u ). 
The Holy Week. 

Our Lord’s Passion. 

Our Lord’s Resurrection. 

HOLY SCRIPTURE. A Series of 


Thoughts on the Study of the 
Holy Gospels. 

A Harmony of the Four Gospels. 

Our Lord's Nativity 
Our Lord’s MiNisTRY(Second Year). 

FEMALE CHARACTERS OF 
Sermons. Crown 8 vo. Si. 

THE CHARACTERS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. Crown 8 vo. 5 i. 
THE APOCALYPSE. With Notes and Reflections. Crown 8 vo. S s - 
SERMONS ON THE EPISTLES AND GOSPELS FOR THE SUN 
DAYS AND HOLY DAYS. Two Vols. Crown 8 vo. 5 s. each. 

\continued. 
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William?.— Works by the Rev. Isaac Williams, B.D .—continued. 
PLAIN SERMONS ON CATECHISM. Two Vo/s. Cr. 8 vo. ss. each: 

SELECTIONS FROM ISAAC WILLIAMS' WRITINGS. Cr. 8 vo. 
3 s. 6d 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF ISAAC WILLIAMS, B.D., Author of 
several of the ‘ Tracts for the Times.' Edited by the Venerable Sir 
George Prevost, as throwing further light on the history of the 
Oxford Movement. Crown 8 vo. ss. 

Woodford. —Works by J. R. Woodford, DiD., Bishop of Ely. 

THE GREAT COMMISSION. Addresses on the Ordinal. Edited, 
with an Introduction, by H. M. Luckock:, D.D. Crown Svo. $r. 

SERMONS ON OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT SUBJECTS. 
Edited by H- M. LUCKOCK, D.D: Crown 8 vo. $ s - 

Woodruff. —THE CHILDREN’S YEAR. Verses for the. 
Sundays and Holy Days throughout the Year. By C. H. Woodruff, 
B.C.L. With an Introduction by the Lord Bishop of Southwell. 
Fcap. 8 vo. 3-r. 6d. 

Wordsworth. 

For List of Works by tbs late Christopher Wordsworth, D.D., Bishop of 
Lincoln, see Messrs. Longmans & Co.’s Catalogue of Theological Works, 
32 pp. Sent post free on application. 

Wordsworth.— Works by Elizabeth Wordsworth, Principal 
of Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford. 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE CREED. Crown 8 vo. y 
ST. CHRISTOPHER AND OTHER POEMS. Crown 8 vo. 6s. 

Wordsworth.— Works by Charles Wordsworth, D.D., D.C.L., 
Lord Bishop of St. Andrews, and Fellow of Winchester 
College. 

ANNALS OF MY EARLY LIFE, 1806-1846. 8 vo. 15s. 

PRIMARY WITNESS TO THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL, to 
which is added a Charge on Modern Teaching on the Canon of the 
Old Testament. Crown 8 vo. 7 s. 6 d. 

Tounghusband.— Works by Frances Younghusband. 

THE STORY OF OUR LORD, told in Simple Language for Children. 
With as Illustrations from Pictures by the Ola Masters, Crown 8 vo. 
us, 6 d. 

THE STORY OF GENESIS, told in Simple Language for Children. 
Crown 8 vo. as. 6d. 

THE STORY OF THE* EJfODUS^told in Simple Language for 
Children. With Map and 99 Illustrations. Crown Svo. os. 6d. 

Printed by T. and A. Constable, Printers to Her Majesty, 
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